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CITY OF AUBURN.

IN BOARD OF MAYOR AND Ammmmn,g
March 17th, 1879.
Ordered, The Common Council concurring, that the City Clerk, under the
direction of the Committee on Printing, cause twelve hundred copies of the
Financial Report, together with the Reports of the several Departments, a list

of the City Officers for the ensuing year, and the Address of the Mayor, to be
printed for distribution.

Read and passed, sent down for concurrence,
HENRY M, SPRAGUE, City Clerk.
IN COMMON COUNCIL, March 17th, 1879.
Read and passed in concuirence.
M. B. WATSON, Clerk.



MAYOR'S ADDRESS.

Gentlemen of the City Council:

After a retirement of four years from the cares and per-
plexities of municipal duties, I have been called by a majority
of my fellow-citizens to take part in the administration of the
municipal affairs of our City.

And now permit me to say that my election to the office of
Mayor was unsolicited by me, and unexpected. Yet I feel that
this election has placed me under stronger and more lasting
obligations to the good citizens of Auburn than any, or even
all, previous ones, for by their votes they have vindicated my
character against, what seems to me, an unprovoked and
scandalous attack made in a public journal printed in this city,
and largely circulated, on the last secular day previous to the
election, for the purpose of influencing the vofers against me.
But, gentlemen, I cherish no ill feeling against the authors of the
vile and slanderous articles, and feel that I can honestly and
impartially discharge the duties devolving upon me alike to all.
And, gentlemen, I now take this occasion to return to my fellow-
citizens my most sincere thanks and grateful acknowledgments
for their appreciation of my services, and especially for this last
expression of their confidence.

Upon assuming the office of Mayor it becomes necessary for
me to make sueh suggestions and recommendations as may
appear to me fo be required by the wants and necessities of
our City.

The responsibilities imposed upon us are important, and I
trust we shall meet and discharge them in such manner as will
contribute to the prosperity of the City, and meet the approba-
tion of those we represent.

It will be my endeavor to codperate with you in every well-
considered and commendable effort that will tend to the
advancement of the interests of our City; but whatever steps



4 CITY OF AUBURN.

may be taken in this direction should be well matured, and
proper care taken that no unnecessary burdens are imposed
upon tax payers. At all times, and especially when business is
depressed and our City burdened with a large debt, it is our
duty to practice the strictest economy, but in our endeavor to
accomplish so desirable an end we should not overlook the
importance of making such improvements as the growth and
necessities of our City may require.

As the welfare and prosperity of our City largely depends
upon the wisdom and fidelity with which we discharge the trust
committed to us, it is proper at the commencement of our
official duties that we should acknowledge our dependence on
Him who controls the destiny of communities as of individuals,
and seek for that wisdom and support which will carry us sue-
cessfully through all the duties that we may be called upon to
perform.

The receipts of the City for the year ending February 28th,
1879, have amounted to the sum of $104,877.86; the expend-
itures have amounted to the sum of $94,553.33, leaving a cash
balance in the hands of the Treasurer of $10,324.53.

The total indebtedness of the City, after deducting the
available resources, amounts to $218,751.47. Of this amount
$21,500 falls due at different times prior to March 1st, 1880. It
will be your duty to make the necessary provisions for its
prompt payment. I am of the opinion that it will not be wise
to raise the whole amount by assessment, as T have no doubt
five per cenmt. bonds can be sold at par, and perhaps at a
premium. We should assess sufficient for all necessary expenses
of the City, for the payment of the interest upon the debt, and
a small sum for the reduction of the debt.

It seems to be well understood by our citizens that we have
a large debt, and many of them seem to think that it is through
the fault and extravagance of the City Council, when, in fact, a
large portion of it has been created in compliance with a vote
of the people themselves. When we take info consideration
the great number of petitions presented to the City Couneil,
asking for every conceivable project which by any possible
means could be legally granted by the City, it is strange thaf
our debt is not larger.

I will give some of the principal items that have caused the
debt we now have.
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At the close of the financial year March 1st, 1867, the town
of Auburn found itself with a debt growing out of the expenses
of the war, and the building of Auburn Hall, of $83,732.55, all
having been created by a direct vote of the people. On the
twenty-sixth day of February, of that year, the town of Dan-
ville was, by an act of the Legislature, annexed to Auburn (and
noft purchased by me as has been represented in a public journal
of the City), and with it came a debt of $28,007.37, thus swell-
ing the debt of Auburn to $111,739.92.

During the year ending March 1st, 1868, $3,876.69 were ex-
pended for building new roads laid out by the County Commis-
sioners, and increasing the debt from $111,739.92 to $112,170.26.

From March 1st, 1868, to March 20th, 1869, when the first
City Government was organized, no special improvement was
made and the debt was reduced from $112,170.26 to $110,397.79.

From March 20th, 1869, to March 1st, 1870, the first year’s
existence of the City, $16,387.45 were expended for building
new school houses. During this year the City received from
the State on account of soldiers, $27,893.33, and the debt was
reduced from $110,397.79 to $94,602.14.

From March 1st, 1870, to March 1st, 1871, $7,547.76 were
paid for building and repairing school houses, $5,051.78 for
building Engine House, $7,413.90 for a Steam Fire Engine, and
the debt was increased from $94,602.14 to $110,497.91.

From March 1st, 1871, to March 1st, 1872, $3,675.08 were
paid as balance for building Engine House, $3,920 for damages
to persons supposed to be injured upon the highway, $15,908.35
for building Court Street bridge, increasing the debt from $110,-
497.91 to $129,386.61.

From March 1st, 1872, to March 1st, 1873, $5,394.62 were
paid for building new roads, $14,900 toward the Lewiston &
Auburn Railroad, increasing the debt from $129,386.61 to
$142,159.69.

From March 1st, 1873, to March 1st, 1874, $3,575.02 were
paid for building and repairing school houses, $3,234.54 for
building new county roads, $59,600 on account of Lewiston &
Auburn Railroad, as per vote of people, $9,476.04 for purchase
of poor farm, repairing buildings, and for furniture, in place of
huildings burnt, $8,004.89 for sewers, and increasing the debt
from $142,159.69 to $214,323.89.
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From March 1st, 1874, to March 1st, 1875, $24,194.45 were
paid for building Broad Street bridge, $31,114.05 for building
school houses, $2,973.98 for sewers, $10,000 for High School
grounds, $2,894.25 for building county roads, and increasing the
debt from $214,323.89 to $252,101.42.

From March 1st, 1875, to March 1st, 1876, no special im-
provement was made, and the debt was decreased from $252,-
101.42 to $247,264.57.

From March 1st, 1876, to March 1st, 1877, $3,024.84 were
paid for building sewers, $721.78 for new roads, $996.59 for
building stable, and the debt was reduced from $247,254.57 to
$223,396.87.

From March 1st, 1877, to March 1sf, 1878, $6,840.04 were
paid for building new roads and two iron bridges, $3,451.62 for
sewers, $3,984.41 for paving Court Street, $13,328.21 for High
School building and grounds, and enlarging the debt from
$223,396.87 to $228,793.50.

From March 1st, 1878, to March 1st, 1879, $7,171.26 were
paid for finishing High School building and fencing lot, $2,000
for reservoirs and hydrants, $901.64 for enlarging house on
poor farm, $1,150.45 for building sewers, $1,481.16 for building
new roads, $3,000 has been received for insurance on the
Engine House burned, and the debt has been reduced from
$228,793.50 to $218,751.47, which is now the total indebtedness
of the City.

You will, therefore, see that the debt at the organization of
the first City Government, in 1869, was $110,397.79, there has
been since -added to it by vote of the inhabitants, $74,500 on
account of the Lewiston & Auburn Railroad, and $15,000 for
building new High School house, making $199,897.79, all created
by direct votes of the people. Now if you add the amount
paid for building new county roads and bridges, laid out by the
County Commissioners (and over their action the City Council
have no control and are, therefore, not responsible), you have
$24,194.45 for building Broad Street bridge, and $8,342.90 for
various county roads, in all $32,537.35, amounting to $232,-
435.14 for which the City Council is in no way responsibl8, as
every dollar has been either created by the voters themselves
or by the County Commissioners upon petitions largely signed
by the voters.
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It will, therefore, be seen that sufficient money has been
assessed from year to year to pay all bills created by the City
Council, and to reduce the debt created by the votes of the
people and the action of the County Commissioners, $13,683.67.

The repairs of highways are always attended with difficulty,
and many of our citizens are ready to find fault with those
whose duty it is to make repairs, whether any sufficient cause
of complaint exists or not. But in my experience as a munici-
pal officer, the greatest fault finders are not entirely successful
when they undertake to make repairs. We should, therefore,
be charitable toward those whose duty it is to keep our high-
ways in repair. From my observation as a traveler, I am sat-
isfied that our roads are in a much better condition than in any
town in the county, except Lewiston, and I think they compare
favorably with the roads in that city.

It will be necessary to build a new bridge over the Royal’s
River, near New Gloucester line, the present year. A large
amount of county roads have been located within the limits of the
City within the past two years, but I think the time allowed for
building them will not expire within the year. The Indian
Brook Gully, near Minot Corner, is in bad condition and I trust
when it is repaired it will be permanently done, as it has for
years been a source of trouble and expense for the reason that
it was not suitably built. I would recommend an appropriation
sufficient to keep our highways in first-class condition, and
then take measures, if possible, that the money be judiciously
expended.

I am satisfied that there has been a very marked improve-
ment in the condition of our schools within the past few years,
and I think there is room for still more. I do not doubt your
Committee have done all that could be reasonably expected to
make our schools satisfactory, but I am aware that it is a difficult
task to perform. More school room is very much needed in the
vicinity of Barker Mill, and I recommend a house be erected at
once, suitable to accommodate the increasing wants of that
section of the City.

Our High School is in a flourishing condition, yet many of our
citizens are of the opinion that it is too expensive. I, therefore,
recommend that an investigation be made, and if any curtail-
ment in the expenses can be made, without detriment to the
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school, it most certainly should be made. I am of opinion that
the salaries of the Principal and his Assistant should be fixed
by the City Council, and also those of the Grammar School. I,
therefore, call your attention to this matter.

Many of our school houses are getting out of repair, and
need to be painted and put in a respectable condition. I
recommend that your Committee on Public Property inspect,
not only the school houses, but all our public buildings, and
especially Auburn Hall, with a view that they may not be
allowed to go to decay. I recommend you to make a liberal
appropriation for our schools, for certainly we cannot afford to
take any retrograde steps in the matter of schools.

Our Poor Department has been, in my judgment, judiciously
and prudently managed the past year, and the poor well cared
for at a very small expense. Our farm and the buildings are in
good condition, and I trust an appropriation will be made suffi-
cient to keep the property of the Department in its present
good condition, and suitably provide for all who may be so
unfortunate as to require assistance.

Our Fire Department, though small, is in good condition and
has first-class officers and men connected with it. Unfortu-
nately both for the Department and the City the Engine House
has been burned the past year, and it will be necessary to build
a new Engine House the present year in order to protect the
property of the Department. I would recommend that the
building be of brick,

Our Police force is not large in numbers, but it has been
effective. Good order has generally prevailed, the laws of the
State and the Ordinances of the City have been well enforced,
and our citizens feel that their persons and property are well
protected, and I trust that such provisions will be made as will
insure an honest and effective police.

I have not deemed it necessary at this time to give much
detail in relation to the several Departments of the City Gov-
ernment, but I ask you to closely scrutinize the management of
every branch of the Government, and refer you to the reports
of the officers of the several Departments, and to these regbrts
we must turn for much of the information that is to guide us
the coming year.

Having called your attention to a few matters of the largest
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importance, I can only promise to you my best efforts to act
with you in making an administration of the City Government
creditable to ourselves and satisfactory to our constituents, and
I trust we shall maintain toward each other, in the discharge of
our duties, such relations and respect as will promote the end
for which we ought to unitedly labor. And now let us so act
that when our duties are closed, we shall feel that all our acts
have been honestly performed, and I have no doubt our con-
stituents will be satistied.

THOMAS LITTLEFIELD.



FINANCIAL REPORT.

To the City Council of the City of Auburn:

Gentlemen,—I have the honor to submit my report of the
receipts and expenditures of the city, from February 28th, 1878,
to March 1st, 1879,

RECEIPTS.

The receipts of the city from February 28th, 1878, to March
1st, 1879, have been as follows :

Cash in Treasury, March 1st, 1878, $5,565 76
Received for bonds sold, 6,000 00
for preminm on bonds sold, 75 50
on John Gowell’s note, 800 00
for interest on John Gowell’s note, 90 53

of town of Turner, account of Chas. Hobbs, 50 00
of city of Lewiston, account of Geo. Jones, 44 50

of city of Biddeford, supplies to poor, 101 29
of town of Sidney, “ 10 00
of town of Ripley, “ 17 50
of town of Livermore, ““ 115 39
of city of Portland, “ 79 36
of town of Buckfield, “ 41 00
of town of Temple, ‘“ 32 03
of town of Paris, o 13 00
of town of Wilton, « 39 00
of town of Bowdoin, “ 19 32
of town of Pittsfield, ‘“ 15 %75
of town of Turner, “ 6 15
of town of Pownal, “ 13#71
of city of Portland, “ 49 44
of town of Otisfield, “ 98 05

of town of Wellington, “ 33 50
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Received of Silas A. Shaw, insane, $2 89
of Samuel L. Stevens, supplies furnished, 181 52
of E. F. Goss, board of Russell on farm, 7 50
of D. G. Hall, license for billiard hall, 10 00
of James S. Nash, for horse sold, 50 00
of Glover’s Cornet Band, for rent of hall, 22 00
of city of Lewiston, for vepair of bridges, 70 00
of J. W. Beede, for books sold, 1 40
for tuition to High School, 15 00

of Fire Association, Phila., for insurance, 990 00
of Merchants In. Co., Newark, N. J.,

for insurance, 990 00
of People’s Fire Association, for in-

insurance, 993 00
of dog license fund of 1877, 249 80
for hay sold from Poor Farm, 84 88
of G. C. Burrill, for liguors sold, 2,145 95
of G. C. Burrill, for rent of hall, 182 00
for sewer tax, 325 00
of Stevens & Foster for rent of Armory, 100 00
of Lewis W. Haskell, for old iron and

brass sold, 19 02
of C. 8. Emerson, for old iron sold, 4 50
of State, school fund, 1,508 88
of State, mill tax, 2,835 26
of State, for High School, 500 00
of Franklin Co., settlement of suit, 429 13
of N. H. Woodbury, for stove sold, 2 50
from interest on taxes of 1877, 720 93
of D. W. Verrill, Collector on tax list

of 18177, 29,936 00
of D. W. Verrill, Collector on tax list

of 1878, 49,144 93
on note of E. M. Nevens (from con-

tingent account), 44 39

Total receipts, $104,877 86
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1848, to March 1st, 1879, have been as follows :

CITY OF AUBURN.

EXPENDITURES.

The amounts paid from the Treasury from February 28th,

FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS.

For teaching :
To Emma F. King,

Florence N. Robbins,

Georgia J. Owen,
Fannie E. Beal,
Grace G. Billings,
Annie L. Larrabee,
Eva M. Richmond,
Allie M. Ham,
Maud Bell,

Nellie Dexter,
Augusta Prescott,
Mabel L. Dunn,
Flora Ham,

Mary Jordan,

Ari Barker,

Mary J. Bean,
Emma Whitney,
Carrie E. Drake,
Hattie E. Merrill,
Alice M. Packard,
Flora R. Buuker,
Etta Wallingford,
Avilda Hersey,
Lena M. Johnson,
Nettie E. Rose,
Martha 0. Gowell,
A. J. Bolster,

A. M. Crafts,
Laura F. Dodge,
Annie M. Verrill,
Sarah Webber,

316
100

80
300
100
300

67
290
235
240

90

80
240
200
240
184
100
240
217
147

60
220

60
195
210
360

$900 00

67
00
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
a0
50
00
00
00
00
00
00

30 00

172
80
215

50
00
00
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To Earnestine L. Parker,

Annette Littlefield,
Etta L. Freeman,
Ida J. Martin,

M. E. Waterman,
Anna Iugersoll,
Ella F. Rounds,
Anna M. Moody,
Annie Nason,
Abbie F. Stone,
Emma A. Marvel,
Jennie E. Metcalf,
Addie F. Hayden,
Hattie L. Cutter,
Edith Leavitt,

Allie M. Ham,
Fannie J. Cushman,
Mary A. Hathaway,
Gertrude B. Hersey,
Lucy D. Crafts,
Jennie S. Merrill,
Nellie M. Parker,
Helen F. Gowell,
Lizzie W, Smith,
Vesta F. French,
Rose C. Hersey,
Nellie A. Walker,
d. F. Hammond,
Dora M. Farnbam,
N. H. Woodbury,
Robert Rolfe,
Jennie M. Mower,
Downing,
Fred A. Allen,
Eben G. Eveleth,
Nettie L. Washburn,
J. F. Hammond,
Ella Merrill,

Alfon J. Shaw,

REPORT.

$195
215
65
128
76
68
213
127
70
75
60
225
200
170
145
80
160
200
124
200
150
170
120
120
63
58
130
63
135
140
48
54
70
82
n
11
ki
66
82

13

00
00
00
00
00
50
50
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
50
00

00
00
50
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For care of school houses:

To Horace C. Merrill, $3 00
James Maxwell, 1 00
E. C. Elliot, 200 00
Auletus Phillips, ‘ 137 00
Geo. Sturtevant, 20 00
B. €. Luce, 31175
E. L. Drake, 5 00
Frank Bennett, 5 00
F. A. Allen, 5 00
Eddie Howe, 17 10
Arden A. Tubbs, 10 00
Edwin Merrill, 8 00
Geo. Vosmus, 10 00
R. Luce, 15 00

Willie Plummer,

A. R. Hodgkins,
Julian Merrill,
Horace Merrow,

0. S. Woodbory,

E. Freeman,

Willis Axris,

Willie Jordan,

N. H. Woodbury,
Harry Piper,

Arthur Webb,
Howard Kinsley,
James E. Wagg,
Clinton A. Whitney,
M. L. Verrill,
Warren R. Stinchfield,
Justin P. Libby,

MM NN NN Tt OO
=
<

For fitting wood :

To A. Waterman, 3 08
James Maxwell, 3 00
A. E. Hodgkins, ¢ 45
R. Luce, 11 10
Wm. B. Webb, 1 50

J. B. Libby, 1 50



FINANCIAL REPORT.

To J. B. Verrill,
Addison Vosmus,
L. J. Pollard,
Geo. Boutelle,
B. F. Dailey,

P. W. Penley,
E. E. Millett,

8. R. Robinson,
C. F. Curtis,
James B. Davis,
E. D. Bailey,
John Penley,

For fuel :

To D. Jordan,
H. P. Dorman & Co.,
Wm. B. Webb,
Joseph Small,
W. W. Pollister,
Frank G. Vickery,
E. H. Libby,
Leroy Leavitt,
G. H. Dillingham,
Lucius Packard,
John Penley,
S. R. Robinson,
W. W. Pollister,
N. B. Lord,
Holway & Robinson,
N. H. Woodbury,
Zibeon Crafts,
Clinton Whiting,,
Geo. W. Bailey,
E. T. Landers,
Geo. C. Young,
B. M. Royal,
James Wagg,

For repairs on school houses :
G. W. Woodbury,
James Maxwell,

15

$3 83
60

7 60
180
1 80
1 50
2 40
5 40
120
180
5 8
1 50

11 25
6 00
11 25
77 12
11 25
9 00
22 50
16 00
20 00

125 37

11 25
11 25
210
16 00

585 00

11 47
12 00

1%
11 20
32 25
20 00
15 50
920
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To Thos. Dillingham, $4 25
Addison Vosmus, 107
R. Luce, 4 00
Geo. H. Dunham, 375
Chas. Flagg, 225
T. J. Freeman, 5 08
M. J. Russell, 2 25
D. W. Jones, 13 45
Lovewell Goding, 180
1. T. Merrill, 6 55
Asa Rose, 120
Geo. H. A, Bradbury, 13 12
D. H. Rendall, 19 50
Milburn Furbish, 167
J. T. W, Stanchfield, 125
F. D. Mixer, 12 58
Albert Jordan, 4179
Chas. Flagg, 8 16
Justin Crafts, 6 50
L. W. Haskell, 120
F. B. Rounds, 134
Geo. Yosmus, 1 00
B. B. Wentworth, 100
'W. S. Larrabee, 5 92
Charles McKenney, 2 00
Solomon Larrabee, 295
Thomas Merrow, 38 50
William T. Libby, 2 50
Rideout & Burgess, 22 19

For cleaning school rooms :

To G. W. Woodbury, . 8 50
R. Luce, 10 78
J. H. Townes, 21 50
Mrs. Rosina Hooper, 15
Mrs. Miller, 3 00
J. B. Verrill, 200
G. W. Hunnewell, 6 99

Jobn 0. Paul, 9 00
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For miscellaneous supplies :

To Thomas Dillingham, painting blackboards, 87 00
Bradford, Conant & Co., for supplies, 27 88
S. S. Starbird, for brooms, 14 11
Robinson & Beede, for supplies, 28 58
0. D. Chase & Co., for map, 15 00
Assessors, for taking census of scholars, 37 50
Tobie & Clark M'f’g Co., for pump and repairs, 10 25
Willard Small & Co., for supplies, 145 00
Dingley & Brewster, for supplies, T o7
J. Stimson' & Son, for supplies, 4 01
Proprietors of Lewiston Journal, for printing, 22 88
W. S. Morse, for printing, 25 60
Florence N. Robbios, for extra work for schools, 6 00
Wm. Ware & Co., for books, 61 22
J. L. Hammett, for books, 122 76
A. C. Stockin, for books, 28 58
M. W. Tewksbury, for books, 142 45
G. A. Robertson, for books, 15 00
Thos. T. Bailey, for books, 32 40
S. S. Hersey, for supplies, 68 42
Levi Sawyer, for trucking, 4 25
Cutler Bros. & Co., for chemicals, 24 25
H. B. & W. O. Chamberlain, chemical apparatus, 59 36
O. D. Stinchfield, for tuning piano, 2 00
Thayer, Babson & Co., for supplies, 63 22
0. H. Small, for trucking, 50
Haskell & Co., for blackboards, 55
Clark, Pierce & Co., for paiuting roof of Gram-

mar School House, 38 715
N. H. Woodbury, for labor, 2 50
Hoyt, Fogg & Donham, for globes, 4 50
Chas. E. Smith, for chemicals, 19 70
William Rolfe, for horse hire, 3 25
John Dinsmore, for rent of building, 43 00
Town of Minot, for tuition, 15 00
A.L. & E. F. Goss, for supplies, 34 63
Eastern Express Co., for charges on books, 2 30
Frank Bartlett, for brooms, 1 00

2
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To Edwin A. Merrill, for labor,
B. Brooks, for supplies,
A. Phillips, for sash and blinds,

Total,

FOR REPAIRING ROADS.

To R. C. Pingree & Co., for lumber,
Geo. Morgan, for labor and damages,
Mrs. Jones, for damages,

J. E. Tebbetts, for grain,

Charles Flagg, for hauling stone,

J. Stimson & Son, for pails,

Owen & Hall, for supplies,

Lewiston Steam Mill Co., for lumber,
A. T. Gammon, for whitewashing,

D. T. French, for gravel,

Auburn Aqueduct Co., for water,

W. Smdl & Co., for supplies,

H. N. Hood, for balance on bridge,
Wm. Pollister, for lumber,

G. H. Field & Co., for cement and pipe,
Chas. Dunn, for brick,

Willis, Parsons & Co., for grain,
Stevens & Lord, for blacksmith work,
G. W. Brett, for blacksmith work,
Wood & Walker, for supplies,

Chas. F. Nason, for repairs,

Ross & Jordan, for building culverts,
C. H. Briggs, for shavings,

S. S. Hersey, for supplies,

B. Brooks, for supplies,

J. H. Merrill, for blasting,

A. B. Jerdan, for blasting,

James Bennett, for stone,

J. S. Smith, for filing saws,

Smith & Smith, for repairs,

Auburn Foundry Co., for castings,
Benjamin Conant, for lumber,

$1 75
8 47
4 35

813,896 34

$339 51
6 88
100

30 22
8 50
70
34 43
35 76
750
29 70
6 50
4 65
15 00
12 85
621
120
346 70
103 55
65 26
98 93
9 87
70 00
7 00
13 17

44 03
2 85
12 00
100
535
125
3 64
64 50



