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CITY OF AUGUSTA.

Ix BoARD OF ALDERMEN,
March 6, 1885.

ORDERED, That the Committee on Printing be authorized to contract
with some responsible party or parties to print the Annual Reports,
and Address of the Mayor, 1885, in such numbers as they may deem
necessary.

Read and passed.
Attest: THOMAS J. LYNCH, City CLERK.



MAYORS ADDRESS.

Gentlemen of the Clity Council:

The conduct of the affairs of the city government for the
ensuing municipal year has been assigned us by the suffrages of
cur fellow citizens. In accepting the office, conscious of the
respounsibility thus placed upon me ag well as upon you. which we
must now assume as city officials, let us with apn bonest porpose,
and an intelligent understanding of the situation, go forward to
our duty. All the bitter feelings engendered by party strife should
die away on the going down of the sun ¢n election night. They
certainly should never be allowed to enter the councils of these
co-ordinate bodies, where the business of the city should be
transacted on purely business principles, and with a watchful
economy, such as we would exercise in our own persoiml affairs.

City OFFICERS.

Your first duty will be to clect a board of assessors, overseers
of the poor, street commissioners, treasurer, clerk, city marshal,
and various other officers. The people are more and more demand-
ing special fitness in their publie servants. Whatever success we
may espect, will depend largely upon the capacity and fitness of
the men whom you elect to discharge these duties. These positions
are constantly open to public eriticism and scrutiny, and should be
occupied by persons ‘* wortby and well qualified,’”” men of sterling
integrity and well known business habits, These we have in our
midst, and I have no apprebension but you will be able to make
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‘the right selections, and that of itself will be a most excellent
:starting point for the new city government. It is not contemplated
in the city ordinance as the duty of the Mayor to attend personally
to the frequent complaints regarding sewerage, drains, broken
sidewalks and minor defects in highways, and many other
grievances. Most of these complaints come within the jurisdie-
tion of the street commissioner or police, with the right of party
aggrieved to call upon the City Council on account of any neglect
on their part to perform their full duty.

FrywaNces.

The financial condition of the city, briefly stated, is substantially

.as follows:

L1aBILITIES,
City bonds, $206,900 00
'Trust funds, 28,500 00
Temporary loans, 15,300 00
Interest past due, and due suburban
school districts, about 2,500 00

— $343,200 00

No estimate is made of miscellaneous outstanding bills, on
-aceount of the support of poor, fire department, snow hills, police,
ete., which from the nature of the case, will always remain over

from year lo year.

REsouRcEs.

The resources of the ¢ity, consisting of cash in the
treasury, something less than $300, uncol-
lected taxes, about $19,273, tax deeds, nearly
$2.400, due from other cities and towns for
the support of poor and other items, amount
to about $25,000 00
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A detailed statement of the liabilities and resources, together
with the receipts and disbursements for the past year will be sub-
mitted in the reports of the anditor and treasurer.

THE HicHWAYS.

In relation to the highways, I cannot better give expression to
some of my views, than by employing the language of the address
of the late Hon. James W. North who was Mayor in 1873: ¢ Let
us look closely to the wanagement of our highways this year. An
impression exists in some quarters that the street commissioners
are quite independent of control by the city government, and when
once started in their career of expenditure, no power exists to
restrain them. This is not a just view of their powers. They are
appointed by the City Council, and their tenure of office is at the
pleasore of the City Council. Commissioners are required by law
to make the streets and sidewalks safe for public travel. This
they can do, and make the city liable for the expense. But all
improvements, such as sidewalks, cross-wallts, gradings, expensive
bridges and culverts, are fully within the control of the City
Couneil.”’

On account of our hillsides and deep ravines, the rain-falls of
spring and fall make even the absolutely necessary repairs on some
of onr highways a seriousg drain upon the treasury, as well as the
spnow bills of winter. While I would recommend that due attention
be given to the reasonable expenditures of this department, I deem
it to be for the public good that an appropriation be made for the
continnance of our system of sewerage if carried forward on
scientific principles and with a view to permanency.

By an order of the late Board of Aldermen, the abutters on
these sewers who are more immediately benefitted by them, are to
share somewhat in the expense of their construdtion. I am
satisfied that our people will bear without complaint an expenditure
of this kind that will enure to the public bealth. T refer you to
the report of the city physician relative to this matter and other
interesting facts contained in his report.
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LTIGATION,

During the last year, the suit of the city against Oliver Moulton,
Las been disposed of without cost to the city, and entered neither
party.

There is a suit in equity now pending, Samuel Luques et als. vs.
the city of Augusta et als. It is a suit to obtain 2 construction
of a portion of the will of the late Llewellyn W. Lithgow.

Also a case now pending of D. W. Pillsbury et als. vs. Mayor
and Aldermen of Augusta; the object of this suit is to have the
wall at the foot of Oak street removed and the street put in its
former condition.

City Solicitor Fogg has commenced an action in Dbehalf of the
city, against Clintou, to recover three hundred and seventy-five
dollars paid for the sapport of two Jolinson girls at the Industrial
School at Iallowell, during the last five years; also, an action has
been hrought against the city during the last year by Ella P.
Burrill, to recover damnages caused, as she claims, on account of
the horse she was driving becoming frightened by the steam fire

1

engine **Cushnoe,”” on account of which she was thrown out of
her earrviage.

There are five claims against the ecity including last named,
growing out of the same accident, which are mentioned in the
solicitor’s report. Quite a number of claims for damages against
the city have been filed with the City Council during the past yeat,

which the solicitor investigated and found the city not liable.

PoLice DEPARTMERT — ENFORCEMENT OF THE Laws.

This, undoubtedly, is one of the most important departments
under the coutrol of the city government, involving the good order
of the community and the execution of the laws. The secority of
-our homes and the safety of our property depend very largely upon
this department. I most urgently impress upon you the duty of
electing men to these stations who have the confidence of the
Jublic and who will discharge their full duty without fear or favor.
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In this remark I do not desire to reflect any discredit upon those
who have heretofore served well in this department. No one that
¥ou can obtain to perform these duties will be able to satisfy all.
It will be sufficient if they perform their legal duties. This you
can but reasonably demand of thewn; they are entirely under your
control and direction.

The recent amendments to the liguor law are caleulated to aid
the police in its enforcement, making the “*dumps '’ and other
paraphernalia used in the liguor business evidence against the
rumseller in the courts of justice. But, however rigid the law,
experience proves that moral efforts and influences are more
powerfol than legal epactments. Certainly there must be a
healthful moral sentiment behind the officers to ensure a rigid
enforcement of the law.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

We have been remarkably exempt from any serious losses hy
fire the past year, and bave been spared any sweeping and
disastrous conflagration., The fire department bas been called out
sixteen times, abd there have been, in addition, seven fires that
have been started, but have been extinguished without help from
the department. The enfire loss by fires the past year was about
twenty-six thousand dollars; insured for twenty-two thousand
doliars. The report of the chief engineer of the department will
give you information concerning this department, its wants and
necessities. The several companies are composed of men expe-
rienced in the service. The most of them have long been residents
of the city, and they have a personal inferest in the protection of
the property of the city from the devastation of the flames. How
little we realize, when secure in our peaceful homes, how much
we are indebted to our active, alert and faithful firemen. It is of
the first importance to maintain the efficiency of this department.

ScHooLs.

The importance of this department is conceded by all. None
comes nearer the heart and home of every family. Many of the
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children of ourcity receive their education and fitting for the stern
realities of life in the district schools during the Drief terms
allowed by the school money at our dispesal. Our High and
Grammar schools rank among the best in the State, and the interest
taken by our citizens in the schools is most praiseworthy. They
are watchful that the Dhest men are secured to look after their
management, without regard to political affiliation. Our distriet
system is criticised by sowe of our citizens who have the cause
of education at heart, and I have been asked to recommend a
change, the aholition of the district system, and placing all the
schools of the city under one management; but I notice that
the people of this State, as shown by the proceedings in town
meetings, bold widely differing views on this subject. The
town system answers best in some localities and the district Dbest
in others. This is a question for the people themselves to decide.
Whatever may aid in the advancement and progress of our school
system and the education of the youth, I believe you will at all
times give your cordial and earnest support.

There is an increased number of scholars in the High school,
which iz now under the control of the city. Owing to this increase
the directors state that there should be appropriated at least five
hundred dollars more than last year, in order to supply the school
with a sufficient number of teachers. I refer you to their report,
and the report of the supervisor of schools for much interesting
matter contained therein.

Tae Poor.

The depression in business which our city has shared with other
portions of the country, has oceasioned unusual demands upon
this department. At the city farm the past year, fifty-eight
persons have been cared for; four have died. The present number
at the alms house is eighteen, costing, as I find from the overseers’
report, to support poor at the alms house, $2186.43.  Assistance
has been rendered persons in distress outside of the alms house
at an expense to the city of $3756.42. In addition to this it has
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cost the city to support their poor in the Insane Hospital, $853.22,
costing in gross to support all the poor, including repairs and
furnishings at the alms house, $7103.36 the last year. There are
some outstanding bills in this department, estimated to amount to
about eight hundred dollars, The condition of many destitute
families has been greatly alleviated by the benefactions of the
Howard Benevolent Union ; the fund raised by Seth Williams Post
of the Grand Army of the Republic, and faithfuily distributed by
the Ladies’ Relief Corps; the Masonic and Odd Fellows associu-
tions; the practical work of the churches; the Temperance
organizations and Young Men's Christian Association, through
their efficient workers, keep many, in timoes of great distress, from
calling upon the city for aid.

The care of the poor is a sacred trust. Poverty may have come
to them through their own follies or wickedness ; the care is never-
theless upon us; the hand of benevolence must be extended, the
hongry fed and the naked clothed. Yet our charity should be
reasonably guarded against abuses by undeserving persons.

TATATION AND APPROPRIATIONS.

Each new city government necessarily receives from its pre-
decessors a legacy of unpaid bills, and there will be no exception
this year. I trust you will look the matter squarely in the face and
be ready to take the respensibility of making the appropriations
for each department sutliciently large to cover the expenditures of
that department, and the deficit referred to. There ought not to
be any concealment or misunderstanding about so vital a matter as
that of our ecity finances, The State and County taxes which we
are obliged to pay, are large, the interest on our debt must be paid,
and the reasonable and necessary expenditures of the city govern-
ment provided for. Although the items in ocur appropriation
resolve are not unalterable as the laws of the Medes and Pevsians,
I enjoin upon every officer the daty of keeping within the limits
agsigned him.
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LEcisLATION AFFECTING THE CITY.

Important legislation affecting the city has been enacted the
past winter. The Common Council, as you arc aware, has been
restored. The tenure of office of assessors and overseers of the
poor has been changed. Under the act it will be your duty to
elect one assessor for threc years, one for two years, and ove for
one year; and, hereafter, one assessor is to be chosen each year
to serve for three years. The result will be that the board will
always contain at least two experienced officers, Overseers of the
poor are to be chosen the same way.

Autbority has been granted to fund the bonds of the city falling
due in 1887,

Under another act, it will be your duty to fix a definite salary
for the judge of the municipal court and the city marshal. At
present the judge is allowed to retain for his own use all the fees
and costs ; the city marshal now receives five hundred dollars and
all fees and costs. Under the new law, the judge will receive a
fixed salary, payable from the city treasury. To compensate the
city, all the fees of the judge will be paid by the county to the
city ; unless the fees exceed the salary, in which case the excess
reverts to the county. In addition to the salary, the judge will
receive direct from the county his fees on liquor warrants and
libels in all cases where liguors are actually seized. He will also
be allowed to retain hig fees in civil cases,

Uoder the same law, the city marshal will receive a fixed salary
payable from the city treasury. Fifty per cent. of the fees and
costs will he paid over to the city by the county. I believe this
fifty per cent. will be enongh to compensate the city for the amount
you will bave to add to the five bundred dollars now paid by the
city to that officer.

The city marshal will be allowed, also, to have his fees on liquor
warrants and libels in the same manner as the judge with one
exception ; if the liquors are seized in trapsit, the fees will not e
allowed unless the liquors are forfeited. He will also draw hig
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witness fees in the higher courts. There are other minor features
in the law, to which your attention will be called. I would advise
that a committee be appointed to carefully investigate the law and
ascertain the fees earned by these officers for years past.
When this is done, you will be able to give both of these officers
fair apd adequate salaries, without in any way increasing the
burdens of the city.

MANUFACTURES.

Undonbitedly the city has not realized all its expectations from
its munificent gift to the Spragne Company. DBut that Company,
notwithstanding its financial embarrassments, which, of course,
our people coulidl not foresee, gave us the magnificent daw, a
permanent bulkbead, a new cotton mill and other buildings, making
an expenditnre bere of nearly a million dollars — doing permanent
work from which we shall receive benefit in time to come. The
Edwards Manufacturing Company, the present owners of this fine
property, are well utilizing their present facilities, and devising
liberal things for the future. They have increased the capacity of
their mills seven thousand spindles, and have now the running
capacity of forty-two thousand spindles. They intend, the coming
season, to further increase to sixty thousand spindles, by the
addition of a new building, and will call for two hundred and fifty
more regular employees. Through all the dull season they have
been runving the mills at their full eapaeity, giving employment to
some five hundred persons, with a pay-roll of twelve thousand
dollars per month, They manufacture about ten million yards of
cotton cloth a year. The present spring they will resume work on the
construection of their new mill, and it will be completed about the
first of Angust. The company intend to erect a number of large
tenements for the use of their operatives. I have not time to
mention in detail other smaller manufacturing companies and
diversified industries that always spring up in the train of the
larger, and which are of great help to the community, furnishing
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not only remunerative employment to a large number of our
citizens, adding to our population and valuation, and hringing in
foreign eapital, but ereating a market at our doors for the products
of our farms ; as it is the popualation to he Ted that aids agriculture,
statistics show that the value of cuitivated crops is more than
double in those counties in our State that are classed as

manufacturing.

Ixn ConcLusion,

I congratulate our fellow citizens upon the splendid manner in
which the business of the city has borne the severe strain of general
depression. Few persons have been out of employment; general
order and good health have prevailed; we have bheen mercifully
spared the horrors of pestilence and the dread of wasting disease;
no disastrous wreck of husiness enterprise bas occurred ; business
men have maintained that confidence in cach other, which is so
necessary to success, and we continue a growing city.

Seeking the guidance of that Providence that controls in the
affairg of muonicipalities as well as of natious, let us see that ne
harm comes to the good name of our fair eity, and that we
administer its affairs in such a maouer as to meet the approval of
our fellow citizens, whose servants we are.

GEORGE E. WEEKS.
March 16, 1883.



Report of City Treasurer.

To the Honorable Muyor and Board of Aldermen of the City of
Augusta:

Gexremen: In conformity with the requirements of law, I
have the honor to submit the following statement of the receipts
and disbursements of the City Treasurer for the municipal year
ending March 14, A. D. 1885.

RECEIPTS.
Cash in Treasury March 14, 1884, $1772 87

Account of Schools.
State mill tax for 1884 and school fund, $3467 15

For High School, 250 00
Several School Districts, 225 35
— $3942 50

Account of Lighting Streets.
Refunded frotn Roll 12, amount allowed in excess of

amoutt due, 7 83
Same from Roll 1, for like cause, 128 80
—_— $136 15

Account of Contingent.

From Guy Turner, Tax Collector, 1880, $37 99
From Guy Turner, Tax Collector, 1881, 378 27
From Guy Turver, Tax Collector, 1882, 2,449 22
From Guy Turner, Tax Collector, 1883, 5,535 05
From Guy Turner, Tax Collector, 1884, 81,942 73

Refunded from Roll of Accounts No. 1, 2 10
$90,340 36
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Account of Highways, Eastern Distriet.

Transfer warrant, No. 281,

Account of Highweys, Western District.

Transfer warrant, No. 282, $250 00
For s0ds from J. A, Ellis, 10 00

Account of Support of Poor.

J. W. Patterson, gnardian of Sally Powers, $54 00

J. W. Chase, Chairman QOverseers of Poor,
payment for divers towns, 852 96

Refunded from Roll of Accounts No. 1, 7795

Account of Snow Bills,
Refunded from Roll of Accounts No. 1,

Account of Tax Deeds.

Resident Tax Deeds,
Non resident tax deeds,

Account of Fire Department.

H. T. Morse, Chief Engineer, on account old harnesses.

Account of Miscellaneous Receipts.

Thomas J. Lynch, City Clerk for licenses, $93 00

Mary McGuire, tax deed, 1 00
Estate of Daniel Herriun, tax deed, 50
Estate of Daniel Herrin, interest, 81
State of Maine. rent of Armory, July 1,

1383 to 18584, 100 00
Railroad and telegraph tax, ,022 03
F. L. Farrington, City Marshal, for kegs,

&e. &e. 18 62

$250

$260

$014

20

00

00

10

49

00

—  $2,285 48



TREASURER'S REPORT.

Account of Cometery Lots Sold.

Mount Pleasant Cemetery:
Lot No. 489,

John Grady,
Timothy Clark,
Mrs. J. M. Furbush,
James I. Bailey,
Fred Snow,

Mrs. A. D. Huntington,
W Thoms,

Geo. F. Temple,

John R. Corson,

L. Berry,

Ernest Temple,

E. Gould,

Jefferson Higgins,

J. E. Tibbetts,

Hattie Chattuck,

Mrs. R. R. Lisheness,
James D. Bailey,

Riverside Cemetery:

Prescott Woods, Lot Xo.

Julia B. Hicks,
Charles Fields,

H. H. Wilson,

N. Noyes,

N. Noyes,

John Harvey,
John Harvey,
Joseph Brown,
Joseph Brown,
Mrs, D. Severance,
F. R. Tuarner,

C. V Wilson,

D. R. Le Gro,

D. R. Le Gro,

Effa M. Lamson,
Heirs T. E. F. Cony,
R. A. Cony,
Charles White,

363,
457,
288,

81,
125,
336,
139,
398,
372,
157,
253,

73,
385,
331,

59,
289,

163,
197,
234,
225,
226,
237,
229,
240,
228,
239,
212,
243,
213,
227,
238,
236,
208,
207,
203,

10
10
10

10
10
10
10

19
10

10
10
10
10
19
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

15

$140 00

$190 00
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Account Temporary Loans,
Aeccount State Pensions,

Total cash receipts,

DISBURSEMENTS.

State tax in full, 1884, $20,698
County tax in full, 1884, 7,545
Account of schools, 14,686
Highways, Eastern District, 3,166
Highways, Western District, 4,852
Permanent improvements, 1,465
Snow bills, 4,640
Reduction of City debt, 2,000
Support of Poor, 14,164
Police, 2,666
Interest, 19,853
Fire department, 4,005
City officers’ salary, 5,543
Contingent, 2,840
Printing, 489
Lighting streets, 3,166
Sanford Legacy, 48
Temporary loans, 26,000
State pensions, 1,017
Repairs City Farm building, 167
Repairs Kennebee bridge, 420
Guy Turner, Collector for 1883, for taxes

returned as unpaid, 78

Guy Turner, Collector for 1883, for taxes
applied to tax deeds by order of Board
of Aldermen, 245
Total dishursements,

Cash in Treasury,

Respectfully submitted,

48
23
80
47
38
37
28
00
37
90
43
95
75
08
14
27
55
00
00
36
92

39

20

35,300 00
1,017 00

$136,757 21

$136,287 32

§469 89

GUY TURNER, Treasurer.

Examined and found correct.

R. B. CAPEN, Auditor.

March 16, 18835.



Reports of Collector of Taxes.

Report of City Taxes for 1880.
To the Honorable Mayor and Board of Aldermen :

GeNTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement
as collector for the year 1880.

Dr.
Balance uncollected MMarch 14, 1884, $135 93
Cash interest collected, 315
$139 08
Cr.
Cash paid City Treasurer, 837 99
Abatements, 32 53
Balance uncollected, 68 56
$139 08

Respectfully submitted,
GUY TURNER, Collector,

Examined and found correct.
R. B. CAPEN, Auditor.

Report of City Taxes for 1881.
To the Honoruble Muyor and Bourd of Aldermen:

GENTLEMEN : I havethe honor to submit the following statement
as collector for the year 1881,

Dr.

Balauce uncoltected March 14, 1884, $856 94

Cash interest collected, 18 20
8875 14
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Cr.
Cash paid City Treasurer, #3738 27
Abatements, 132 80;
d, 36
Balance uncollecte 4575 14

Respectiully submitted,
GUY TURNER, Collector.

Examined and found correct.
R. B. CAPEN, Auditor.

Report of City Taxes for 1882,
To the Honorable Mayor and Board of Aldermen;

GeNTLEMEN : 1 have the honor to submit the following statement
as collector for the year 1882,

Dr.

Balance uncollected March 14, 1834, $3,904 36
Error in tabulation, March 14, 1384, 100
Cash interest eollected, 203 93

$4109 29

CR.

Cash paid City Treasurer, $2,449 22
Abatements, 324 94
Balance uncollected, 1,335 13

$4109 29

Respectfully submitted,
GUY TURNER, Collector.

Examined and found correct.
R. B. CAPEN, Auditor.

Report of City Taxes for 1883.
To the Honorable Mayor and Board of Aldermen;

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement
as collector for the year 1883,



REPORT3 OF COLLECTOR.

Dr.
Balance uncollected March 14, 1884, $10,133 39
Cash interest collected, 254 35
Cr.
Cash paid City Treasurer, $5,535 05
Abatements, 248 87
Balanee uncollected, 4,603 82

Respectfully submitted,

19

$10,387 T4

$10,387 74

GUY TURNER, Collector.

Examined and found correct.

R. B. CAPEN, Auditor.

Report of City Taxes for 1884.
To the Honorable Mayor and Board of Aldermen:

GeNTLEMEN : I have the honer to submit the following statement

as collector for the year 1884.

Dg.
Assessment for the year 1884, $100,593 62
Supplementary, 69 25
Cash interest collected, 15 28
Cr.
Cash paid City Treasurer, $81,942 73
Discounts, 5,078 88
Abatements, 754 90
Balance uncollected, 12,901 64

Respectfully submitted,

GUY TURNER,

Exzamined and found correct.

$100,678 15

$100,678 15

Collector.

R. B. CAPEN, Auditor.



Village School District.

Special Tax Account.

Uncollected taxes for the year 1880, March 14,

1834, $39 65
Uncollected taxes for the year 1881, March 14,

1884, 144 61
Uncollected taxes for the year 1882, March 14,

1584, 413 56
Uncollected taxes for the year 1883, March 14,

1884, 984 68
Assessment for the year 1334, 7,672 23
Supplementary, 1884, 28 76

— $9,283 49
Cn.
‘Cash pdid Treasurer, $7,058 08
Discounts, 880 18
Abatements, 247 16
LUncollected taxes, 1,598 07
$9,283 490
Respectfully submitted.

GUY TURNER, Collector.
Augusta March 14, 1885.

Williams School District.

Special Tax Account.
Guy Turner, Collector, in account with Williams Sechool District.

Dr.
Uncollected taxes for the year 1882, March 14,
1834, $25 45
Uncollected taxes for the year 1883, March 14,
1884, 146 52
Assessment for the year 1884, 909 89

$1081 86
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CB‘
Cash paid Treasurer, $861 03
Ahatements, 20 38
Uncollected taxes, 200 45

$1081 86

Respectfuliy submitted.

GUY TURNER, Collector.
Augusta March 11, 1885,

School District Number 17

Report of Treasurer and Collector, 1884,
To the Honorable Mayor and Board of Aldermen :

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement
of my account as Treasurer and Collector of School Distriet No. 17.

Dr.
Uncollected taxes, March 14, 1884, 50
Cash in bands of Collector, 19 95
—— $20 45
Cr.
Paid commission, collecting taxes, 50
Paid Treasurer of District, 19 93
$20 45

Respectfully submitted,
GUY TURNER, Treasurer and Collector,
School District Neo. 17.



City Marshal’s Report.

To the Honorable Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Augusta:

GeRTLEMEN : T have the honor berewith, to present my reportas
City Marshal for the year ending March 9, 1885. Whole number
of arrests for the year, 397, and were charged a3 follows :

Drunkenness, 253
Vagrancy, 14
Assault and battery, 46
Prosecutions in ligquor cases, 63
Larceny, 9
Malicious mischief, 5
Murder, 1
Fraud, 3
Blasphemy, 1
Adultery, 2
Total number of arrests, 397

In addition to the above I bave served 191 warrants to search
and seize liquors, and have made 49 seizures,

I have received from different persons for fines and sale of jugs,
kegs, &c., the sum of $18.62, which I have paid to the City
Treasurer, and have receipt for the same.

Respecifully submitted.
F. L. FARRINGTON, City Marshal.



Report of ,City Physician.

To the Honorable Muyor and Board of Aldermen of Augusta:
GENTLEMEN ; I have the honor to herewith submit my report as
City Physician for the municipal year ending Mareh 15, 1885,
Poor DEPARTMENT.

I have rendered the following professional services for the poor
during the year.

Visits to the almshouse, 65
Visits to out-patients at their homes. 187
Office prescriptions, 81
Obstetric cases attended at house, 1
Ohstetric cases of out-patients attended, 3

There has been no acute sickness at the almshouse during the
year ; but there are quite a number of 0ld chrounic diseases among
the inmates for whom medical and surgical treatment can do but
little ; only smooth the way and make it more comfortable to the
end of life’s journey.

Four deaths have occurred in the house. One from old age, and
three from diseases of the brain and spinal cord of long standing.
There have heen very few deaths among the city’s Deneficiaries,
outside the almshouse. My services have more frequently been
required by the French who live on the north end of Water street
and vicinity, than by any other c¢lass of the poor. I have often
found too many persons crowded in one room. Itis a mystery
how people live and breathe such vitiated air. But few live
beyond mwiddle age. Yet, while living uuder such unfavorable
conditions, I find by examining the mortuary reports for the past
fow years that the death rate has largely decreased. This is
mainly due to the wise and practicable action of the Edwards
Manufacturing Company, which bas built several small tenement
houses on Bond street. It bas cleaned out what was formerly 2
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nest for zymotic dizeases, by filling up and draining low places
making 3 mueh needed sanitary improvement and adding greatly
to the good appearance of the street. ‘This compavy hz’ts.also
renovated its old tenement houses, which has preceptibly diminished,
sickness among its employees, and, [ belicve, that to .this wise
foresight is due largely the diminished death rate in this part of
the city. )

The superintendent and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Waldron, have kept
the almskouse in excellent condition, clean and neat, so that the
sanitary improvement is noticeable. Their long experience in
institutions of this kind, and faithful performance of every duty
entrusted to their care, make their services invaluahle.

Hearta DEPARTMENT.

Nuisrunves, Five public nnisances weve reported to the Board of
Health daring the year for its examination and decision ; which
were, more or less promptly removed or suppressed on request of
the health officers, without resort to legal process.

Two pig-pens were complaived of, where a large number of
hogs were kept together wallowing iu their filth and disturbiug the
peighborhood with their offensive smell and noise, Pig-stys are
usually placed at a considerable distance from the dwelling, and
are not in the country much of an auvnoyance. The odor, howerver,
of large lhog-yards in cities are peculiarly disgustiog, and is
sometimes carvied by the wind to a considerable distance. Hog-
yards may also constitute a nuisance on account of the incessant
squealing of the animals. For both these reasons they should
always be far removed from dwellings and but few kept together.
Pigs should never be kept in thickly populated loealities, for they
constitute a nuisance with no compensating advantage. They are
not allowed in the city of New York, excepting as kept in the
suburbs, and, even then, under constant supervision, and only
when a written permit has been obtained from the Board of
Health.

Complaint was made of three privies, where the human excreta
had filled the shallow vaults, overflowing and forming cesspools
which were very offensive as well as unhealthy. Under ordinary
circutnstances, when healthy excreta are removed promptly and
eliiciently, disinfection is not required. DBut when these effete
matters are retained about premises, and are accumulated in



REPORT OF CITY PIIYSICIAN, 25

cesspools and privies, it is advisable to make use of chemicals to
prevent decomposition and the evolution of offensive and Imrtful
efftuvia. The alvine evacuations of persons suffering from infec-
tious diseases should always bhe disinfected, no matter how
complete may be the means of removing the excreta. The reason
for this is obvious when it is known that the fmcal dejections of
the sick are the chief mediums of propagating certain of these
diseases from man to man. There is the very lest reason for
believing that, if this practice were always serupulonsly observed,
a vast amount of needless sickbess and suffering would he
prevented.

Sewers. Augusta has one sdvantage over any city within my
koowledge, Its natural drainage is superior ; situated on hillsides
sloping down to the Kennebec river, divided by deep ravines,
constituting a natural system of sewerage unsurpassed. In many
places artificial sewers have been made to aid the natural drains ; so
that now, every heavy shower, or rain-stortn washes quite clean
most of the inhabited parts of the city, carrying off the impurities
that would accumulate on level ground. Notwithstanding these
natural advantages in our favor much needs to he done to keep the
city in the best possible sanitary condition. In some places sewers
should be built to drain and carvy off stagnant collections. A
system of cleanliness should be observed about dwellibg houses
and out buildings, by the removal of all filth and everything that
will breed diseases. A larger sewer should be made at the foot of
“Gas house hill,”* so as to completely drain the stagnant water
from the *‘Frog pond,”” which is a constant menace to the health
of the inhabitants who live in that vicinity. There is safety in
running water, but death lurks in stagnant pools.

Poeric HeavTH.

The past municipal year has been one of uausua! health. Prior
to March 15, 1884, puneumonia prevailed in a typhoid form,
resulting in several deaths ; but since then the disease has assumed
a milder type, until very recently, when it begins to show a more
fatal character. The summer and autumn were remarkably free
from any severe form of intestinal diseases so common to these
geasons. During November and December there was an increased
tendency to sore throat and inflamation of the air passages, with
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cousiderable diphtheritic sore throat, and, now and then, a mild
case of diphtheria, but with no fatal resunlts. Throughout the
winter months coryza and influenza have been common with
considerable catarrhal fever of a mild character, except in the old
and infirm, and among this class the death rate has noticeably

inereased the first half of March.

The mortaary report indicates the benign nature of the prevail-
ing acute diseases and shows how free the city is from sickness
arising from an impure atmosphere, defective sewerage ; or a bad
sanitary condition of strects, or dwellings.

Mortusry Report, from March 15, 1884, to March 15, 1886.
Cavses oF DEATH.
1. ZyMoTIcs.

Pertussis, 1

II. CoNSTITUTIONAL.

Phthisis Pulmonalis, 19 Carcinoma, |
Rheumatism, 1
III. LocaL.

Apoplexy and Paralysis, 13 Spinal Menengitis, 1
_ Cerebral Menengitis, 1 Heart Disease, 5

Bright’s Disease, 2 Nephritis, 1

Ascites, 1 (zastro Enteritis, 1

Enteritis, i Peritonitis, 1

Poeumonia, 1 Catarrhal Fever, 2

IV. DEVELOPMENT.

Old Age, 18

V. YIOLENT.

Homeocidal, 1 Unreported causes, 3
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Total deaths (1884 to 1885), 74
Mortality rate per 1000 (1884 to 1885, 8.5
Average age at death, 54
Mortality rate per 1000 for 15 years, (1870 to 1884), 13.7
Greatest death rate (1877), 140
Smallest death rate (1880}, 108
Average number of deaths per year fov fifteen years

(1870 to 1884), 118.6

The above report shows that the inhabitants of this city have
enjoyed a greater degree of health the past year than has been
their good fortune for maoy years before. No fatal epidemic has
prevailed and they have been almost entirely exempt froms zymotie
diseases. Not one death from Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Typhoid
Fever, Cholera Morbus, or Cholera Infantum. Only one death
from Pneumonia, and that in a person who had lived beyond the
allotted age of man. This shows a remarkably good sanitary
condition ; better according to the population than any other city
in New England, or in the world, so far as my information extends.
The average length of life among civilized nations does not exceed
thirty-three years. Yet, the average of those who have died in
Augusta the past year is 54, And the death rate per thonsand is
only 8.5, less than half the death rate in city and country through-
out the world.

Cholera. It is quite probable that the Asiatic Cholera, which
prevailed in Southern Europe in an epidemic form last year, will
reach this country the coming surbmer and auturmon; therefore, it
seems proper that I should give such information as T have been
able to gather from the best anthorities upon the subject.

A grave responsibility rests on the city authorities, as well as
upon every citizen of Augusta, who should take every necessary
precaution to guard against the visitation of Cholera to thisecity ; and
if it should come, to prevent its spread and avert its fatal tendeney.
One of the most conunon, as well as the most dangerous carrier
of disease is human excreta. Ohservation has shown that the
spread of cholera, as well as typhoid fever, dysentery, and some
other diseases, is associated with circumstances of excremental
filth.
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The contagium isknown to exist in the discharges from the bowels,
and, under favorable conditions, may be the means of propagating
the infection from the sick to the well.

"Choleraic discharges, if cast away without previous disinfection,
impart their own infective quality to the escremental matters with
which they miugle, in drains or cesspools, or wherever else they
may flow or soak, and to the effluvia which those matters evolve;
that if the cholera contagium, by leakage or soakage from drains
or cesspools, or otherwise, get access, even in small quantity, to
wells or other sources of drinking water, it infects, in the most
dangerous manner, very large volumes of the fluid; that in the
above described ways even a single patient with slight choleraic
diarrhoea may exert a powerful infective influence on masses of
population, among whom, perhaps, his presence is unsuspected."
In the same manner the evacuations in typhoid fever; and,
perhaps, other diseases are capable of communicating their own
infective quality to any odors with which they come in contract,
whether in drains or privy-wells.

Such being the case, it is important to guard against the danger
of increasing the sources of communicating diseases by promptly
and thoroughly disinfecting the intestinal discharges in all cases
of the disease in which there is the least suspicion of this mode of
propagation ; and such agents only should be employed as are
capable of destroying, not merely the specific contagia contained
in the matters thus thrown off from the body, but also the material
in the stools out of which the infectious particles may be evolved.

Various chemical substances have been used to accomplish this
object. The best among them are carbolic acid, chloride of zinc,
sulphate of iron, and chloride of iron. The evacuations should
be received asthey issue from the body in avessel containing about
half a pint of either of the following solutions :

"A solution of four ounces of carbolic acid in a gallon of
warm water."

"A solution of oue quart of chloride of zinc in three quarts
of water."

"A solution of two pounds of sulphate of iron (green copperas)
in a gallon of water. A solution of one quart of strong solution
of perchloride of iron in a gallon of water."



