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MAYOR'S ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen of the City Council: 

Having taken the oath of office, we have accepted a trust involv­
ing large interests. For good or ill the welfare of rising ten 
thousand people, estates valued at nearly five millions, and large 
expenditures of public funds have been entrusted to our care. Let 
us endeavor to execute the trust as though the entire responsibility 
rested upon each alone. The city charter makes it my duty from 
time to time to communicate to you such information and recom­
mend such measures as the business interests of the city may re­
quire. A large majority of you have served in the preceding coun­
cils of the city, and are familiar with the condition and require­
ments of the various departments. The reports of the several city 
officers will shortly be laid before you. Their careful examination 
will be beneficial in enabling you to adopt and carry forward those 
measures that have been wise, and to avoid the errors, if errors ex­
ist. As these reports with one exception, that of the school com­
mittee, have not been prepared in season for my examination, I can 
make no recommendations based upon them, but suggest that the 
public printers be requested to print them at the earliest possible 
day, and that they be referred to appropriate committees, with 
instructions to report their recommendations to the city council. I 
recommend that the report of Mayor Macomber upon paving, sub­
mitted to the last city council, and such other information relating 
thereto as may be of interest in carrying forward the work, be pub­
lished with the city reports. 

At this time I am able only to invite your attention to these mat­
ters without special mention of the various subjects. This is prob­
ably as well. The public will judge us by what we do, not by what 
we may now say. To resolve to do is an easy thing—to execute, 
and execute wisely, is a very different and a difficult thing. 

The financial affairs will be reported by the city auditor. I do 
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not deem it necessary to anticipate his report, but will call your at­
tention to the city debt, proper, which consists of: 

Six per cent, bonds of 1875 $ 84,000 00 
Four per cent, bonds of 1887 199,500 00 
Coupons now due, about 3,427 00 
Temporary loans 22,000 00 

Amounting to $308,927 00 

To this sum must be added the usual heritage of outstanding bills 
which have always been handed over from one administration to 
another, resulting in the plea on the part of city officers, that the 
current appropriations have been exhausted or materially impaired 
by the payment of last year's bills, and therefore the appropriations 
must be overdrawn, and the same condition thus continued indefi­
nitely. As a remedy, I suggest a deficiency appropriation to cover 
all outstanding bills ; this being done, a careful estimate for cur­
rent expenditures for every department should be made ; the public 
should be notified that all petitions for sidewalks, new streets, street 
lights, sewers, paving or other improvements, not in the nature of 
ordinary repairs, or the results of unforeseen emergency, presented 
after a certain day, will be referred to the next city council. Con­
sider well such petitions in making your appropriations, but when 
made, say to your officers in charge, beyond this limit thou shalt not 
go! 

In considering expenditures for the current year, you have to deal 
directly with the tax payers. Every dollar of expenditures you 
may direct must be drawn from them. You are to consider what is 
necessary to be done ; what is wise ; what is economy, and direct it 
fearlessly, not considering the effect upon the next election, but the 
effect upon the business, the growth and prosperity of the city. 
The tax payers are not niggardly of their means ; they require only 
that the public funds be properly applied, and this they should at 
all times demand. 

The available resources of the city are cash in the treasury, the 
sums due from the State and county, amounting to less than $900, 
together with a portion of the unpaid taxes. Experience teaches 
that of the uncollected taxes at the end of one year, not over 40 or 
45 per cent, becomes available during the next ; and as a like 
amount of this year's assessments will go over to next year, while 
from year to year the abatements and worthless taxes aggregate a 
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large amount of, or entirely absorb the remainder, any reliance upon 
these resources is practically out of the question. To illustrate, 
two items in the auditor's forthcoming report of resources will serve 
as examples. Among the resources are stated: 

Uncollected taxes of 1876 $195 16 
Interest on the same 50 00 

$245 16 

By referring to the city reports of 1879, the uncollected taxes of 
1876 will be found stated at $144.46. A few years later these un­
paid taxes had grown to $195.16, with interest amounting to $50, 
an increase of nearly 70 per cent. At that time the growth of these 
resources unfortunately ceased. Unfortunately, because had they 
continued to develop, in process of time they would have entirely 
offset the liabilities with a margin in favor of the city. 

This may seem puerile, but if it serves to show the folly of ac­
cepting net statements of liabilities without investigation, the pur­
pose will have been accomplished. I t is but justice to the city 
auditor to say that he is not in fault. His duty is to report what he 
finds, not to manipulate or change. 

These taxes and interest are not worth the cost of printing them 
in the reports, and have not been for ten years or more. A large 
amount of the $21,511.94 of uncollected taxes, reported by the 
present collector, and of the $2,136.52 stated as tax deeds on file, 
will upon investigation be found equally valueless. The subject 
should be referred to the committee on finance with instructions to 
report the facts, and the collector should be relieved from the 
charge of taxes, which are and in most cases always were worthless. 
The foundation of all business success is sound financial manage­
ment. No business man ever reckons worthless bills as assets, ex­
cept when trying to cover from his creditors the fact of his insol­
vency, or being in the exercise of a trust, is endeavoring to hide 
rascality. The city is in good financial condition. 

The city debt, proper, amounts to $308,927 00 
The resources which are and will become available on a fair 

estimate may be stated at 10,000 00 

This leaves the net debt $298,927 00 

I t is your duty and mine to see to it that these figures are not in-
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creased at the end of the current year, unless we can show value re­
ceived in the form of permanent improvements which will lessen the 
current expenses for the years to come. 

Upon the question of paving, I heartily commend the action of 
the last city government in beginning the paving of Water street. If 
the constitutional limit of the municipal debt would permit, I should 
favor a loan and the paving of the whole of Water street the pres­
ent season. But as this cannot be done, I recommend that the 
work be continued so far as possible without unduly increasing the 
taxes. I believe you should have the courage to press this work 
forward without delay, even if it is found necessary to increase the 
tax levy in the sum of $5000 or more. For my part, I would 
rather retire at the end of the year with something enduring accom­
plished, than to be ten times re-elected and leave a record of patch­
work. 

The most rigid economy should be practiced in all directions ; but 
there is a system of so-called economy which is negligence and 
waste, and to stay the progress of paving for even one year, until 
Water street, Market Square and the approaches to tfte Kennebec 
bridge are paved, would in my opinion be false economy. I recom­
mend an immediate survey of Water street, north and south of the 
present paving, as far as the railroad, a careful estimate of the 
probable cost, and that such an amount of paving be laid in both 
directions as a reasonable appropriation will permit. 

There are other matters to which I shall invite your attention from 
time to time, as I become better informed. I solicit and expect 
your earnest co-operation in every public interest, and shall be 
pleased to join in perfecting and executing your plans for promot­
ing the general welfare of the city. 

It may be proper to offer a word of cautionfend admonition. Up­
on you devolves the duty of electing and appointing the subordinate 
city officers. Let not your work end there; but see to it that all 
shall feel, that vigilant and constant care is watching every act, 
ready to commend and encourage the faithful, and ready also to 
bring the negligent and slothful to an account. 

The future of the city is hopeful. Augusta is and is to be the 
capital of Maine, The enlargement of the capitol, the extension of 
the Insane Hospital, the erection of additional mills by the Ed­
wards Company, new business enterprises developing our water 
power, together with other proposed improvements, will open new 
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fields for the employment of labor and invite artisans from other lo­
calities to make this city their home. 

Invoking wisdom from the Supreme ruler, fully determined that 
our errors shall be those only of judgment, let us move unitedly for­
ward, trusting for our reward to the approval of conscience, we 
fearlessly commit our acts to the judgment of the people whose ser­
vants we are. 

SAMUEL W. LANE. 
Augusta, March 18, 1889. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Augusta: 

GENTLEMEN : In conformity with the requirements of law, I have 
the honor to submit the following statement of the receipts and dis­
bursements of the City Treasury for the municipal year ending 
March 11th, A. D. , 1889 : 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash in the Treasury, March 12th, 1888 $416 82 

Account of Schools : 
Common schools 17 25 
State school fund of 1888 4364 11 

" High School 250 00 
D. F . Austins, tuition 10 00 

$4641 36 

ACCOUNT or HIGHWAYS, EASTERN DISTRICT. 

Refunded from roll of accounts 50 
D. B. Savage, Street Commissioner, sled sold 30 00-

$30 50 

ACCOUNT OF HIGHWAYS, WESTERN DISTRICT. 

R. W. Dutton, Street Commissioner $36 50 
Refunded from roll of accounts, amount allowed in excess 

of amount due 65 51 

$102 01 

ACCOUNT OF PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS. 

Chas. E. Nash, sewer $20 00 
Mrs. D. C. Stanwood, " 20 00 
Mrs. B. French, " 15 00 
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Horace North, sewer 15 00 
J . W. North, « 20 00 
Dr. Lapham, " 100 00-
Russell Eaton, " 10 00 
A . D . L o c k e , " 15 00 
Isaac Bennett, " 50 00 
Z. Coutremarch, bank wall 24 75 
E. H. Doe 15 00 
A. M. Goddard, City Solicitor, for Lacomb 18 77 

$323 52 

ACCOUNT OF SUPPORT OF POOR. 

Refunded from roll of accounts $66 45 
Town of Benedicta 402 83 
City " Biddeford 45 5& 
Town « Starks 23 00 
A. M. Goddard, City Solicitor 28 50 
Town of Vassalboro 64 96 

" New Portland 92 16 
" Pittsfield 9 00 
" Paris 4 00' 
" Skowhegan .' 90 83 

City » Hallowell 26 07 
Town of Topsham 15 10 
City "Ca la i s 97 85 
Mr. Wedge 2 00 
Town of Mt. Vernon 119 90-

" Cooper 66 14 
" Oakland 374 03 
" Whitefield 37 00 
" Mercer 271 88 

City " Bangor 120 90 
Town of Farmingdale 26 27 
Chas. Albert ' 6 66 
J . E. Ward 23 35 
Town of Foxcroft 5 00 
City " G a r d i n e r 33 70 
Town " Fairfield 17 25 

" Sidney 22 90 
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City of Bath • 54 45 
Town of Rome 1 2 2 0 

State of Maine 1 9 5 0 

Town of Madison 100 00 
» Union 1 9 8 0 

" Belgrade 7 0 0 

City of Rockland 50 02 
Town of New Portland 8 00 
J . E. Ward, account of Mulliken 67 98 
J . J . Maher, for Brickett 72 00 
J . E. Ward, for town of Winthrop 160 05 

$2,664 23 

ACCOUNT OF CEMETERY LOTS SOLD. 

Mount Pleasant Cemetery: 

Joseph Sawyer, Lot No. 180 $10 00 
W . A . B r o o k s , » 300 10 00 
C. W. McFarland, « 360 10 00 
E.B.Longfellow, " 182 10 00 
J . A . M a t h e w s , " 41 10 00 
Fred Lynes, " 338 10 00 
Snow and Chapman, " 317 - 10 00 
N. and G. W. Messer, " 302 10 00 
Mrs. G. M. Robinson, " 39 10 00 

" E. J . Stinson, " 223 10 00 
Chas. M. Gay, " 31 10 00 
A . G . E a t o n , « 266 10 00 
G. W. Pillsbury, " 304 10.00 
G . W . R y a n , " 443 5 00 
Harlow and Heald, " 62 10 00 
A . P . Trask, " 385 10 00 
F . O . W a r d , " 258 10-00 
F . L . B r y a n t , « 159 10 00 
C. F . Lewis, " 95 10 00 
C .E .Hammond , " 197 10 00 
S. A. Jordan, " 146 10 00 
W. H. Pond, « 233 10 00 
J . M . Ballard, " 297 10 00 
M. S. Cony, « 497 10 00 



treasURER's REPORT. 11 

E. Y. Bascome, 
F . S. Cressey, 
J . E . Stewart, 
L. O. Ricker, 
Ivory Hayes, 
R. C. Irish, 
Clarence Burleigh, 
W. A. Farwell, 

Riverside Cemetery: 
F . M. Harvey, 
Fred Norcross, 
S. B. Worthley, 
C. E . Shorey, 
Mrs. John Daley, 
S. Gilley, 
Geo. A. Prescott, 
S. G. Mason, 

Lot No. 160 $10 00 
11 229 10 00 

255 10 00 
181 10 00 

70 10 00 
150 10 00 
426 10 00 
194 10 00 

i t 

t< 

tc 

i t 

$315 00 

Lot No. 253 $10 00 
257 10 00 

" 254 10 00 
262 10 00 

" 219 5 00 
" 273 10 00 
" 259 10 00 

260 10 00 

ACCOUNT OP NON-RESIDENT TAXES. 

Returned to Treasurer as unpaid 

$75 00 

$223 41 

ACCOUNT OP T A X COLLECTOR. 

Guy Turner, Tax Collector, 1881 $136 45 
t t 

i t 

t t 

1882. 
1883. 
1884. 
1885. 

83 85 
366 82 
609 13 

, 864 59 
1886 3,199 49 
1887 5,138 99 
1888 88,432 06 

$98,831 38 
ACCOUNT OP CITY OFFICERS. 

Mark Rollins, County Treasurer, fees of Municipal Judge $705 13 
« " " City Marshal . . . 489 72 

$1,194 85 
Account of temporary loans $42,500 00 

" State pensions 1,617 00 
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ACCOUNT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Geo. E. Macomber, Mayor ' S 1 ' 2 0 0 0<> 

Refunded from roll of accounts 
Maine Central Railroad l 8 2 6 

$1,243 98 

ACCOUNT OF LIGHTING STREETS. 

J . H. Williams $ 3 8 3 5 

J . H. Manley 3 5 7 5 

J . W. Chase, Tr • 5 0 1 Q 

$124 20 

ACCOUNT OF TAX DEEDS. 

Resident tax deeds redeemed ^** 39 
Non-resident tax deeds 65 46 

$112 85 

ACCOUNT OF PAVING WATER STREET. 

Geo. E. Macomber, Mayor 1605 60 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

H. T. Morse, City Marshal $26 00 

Interest on tax deeds $52 55 

ACCOUNT OF CONTINGENT. 

Costs of resident and non-resident tax deeds $22 58 
A. M. Goddard, City Solicitor 40 00 
E. G. Storer, advertising 60 00 
E. Stone, rent of city scales 790 00 
State of Maine, railroad and telegraph tax 2,727 02 

" " rent of Armory 100 00 
22 00 

Geo. E. Macomber, Mayor, for J . W. North 2 00 
F . E. Southard, City Clerk, licenses 58 25 

$3,821 85 
SNOW BILLS. 

Refunded from roll 1 and 12 $23 25 

Total footings $158,945 36 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

State tax $14,232 28 
County tax 6,213 73 
Highway, Western District 4,197 39 

" Eastern " 3 ,67164 
Permanent improvements 2,088 57 
Snow bills 7,453 68 
Support of poor 9,380 76 
Police 3,499 28 
Fire Department 2,767 68 
City officers 7,113 86 
Contingent expenses 6,303 82 
Printing 553 50 
Lighting streets 2,944 03 
State pensions 1,617 00 
Kennebec bridge 720 49 
Reduction of city debt 5,900 00 
Schools 16,137 82 
Temporary loans 36,000 00 
Non-resident tax deeds returned to Treasurer 338 82 
Unpaid taxes applied to deed 258 60 
Taxes for several years paid on real estate bid in by 

City Agent 165 22 
Paving account 12,476 46 
Interest 14,320 48 
City Farm 71 00 
Monument Park 87 90 

Total disbursements $158,514 01 
Cash in Treasury 431 35 

$158,945 36 
Respectfully submitted, 

GUY TURNER, Treasurer. 

Examined March 11, 1889, and found correct. 

E. C. DUDLEY, Auditor. 



COLLECTOR'S REPORT. 

To the City Council of the City oj Augusta: 

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement 
of my accounts as Collector of Taxes for the year 1888. 

Guy Turner, Collector for 1888, in account with the city of Au­
gusta. 

D R . 

To assessment, State, county and city taxes for the 
year 1888 $105,990 39 

To supplementary taxes for 1888 259 96 
interest on taxes collected 20 76 

$106,271 11 

CR. 

By discount on supplementary taxes for 1888 $15 59 
cash paid City Treasurer 88,432 06 
discount on city taxes 5,454 83 
city taxes abated 671 96 

$945,94 24 
Uncollected State, county and city taxes $11,676 87 

$106,271 11 

D R . 

To uncollected taxes for the year 1881, March 12, 
1888 $221 25 

CR. 

To abatements $84 80 
cash paid City Treasurer 136 45 

$221 25 
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D R . 

To uncollected taxes for the year 1882, March 12, 
1888 $465 18 

CR. 

By cash paid City Treasurer $83 85 
.abatements 115 63 
uncollected taxes 265 70 

$465 18 

D R . 

To uncollected taxes for the year 1883, March 12, 
1888 $769 00 

To interest collected 10 97 

$779 97 

CR. 

By cash paid City Treasurer $366 82 
abatements 63 95 
balance uncollected 349 20 

$779 97 

D R . 

To uncollected taxes for the year 1884, March 12, 
1888 $1,358 40 

To interest collected 6 31 

$1,364 71 

CR. 

By cash paid City Treasurer $609 13 
" abatements 140 35 

balance uncollected 615 23 

$1,364 71 

D R . 

To uncollected taxes for the year 1885, March 12 
1888 $2,330 49 

To interest collected 41 88 

$2,372 37 



1G CITY OF augusta 

CR. 

By cash paid City Treasurer $864 59 
abatements 107 27 
applied to tax deeds 5 93 
balance uncollected 1,394 58 

By applied to tax deeds $2,372 37 

D R . 

To uncollected taxes for the year 1886, March 12, 
18§8 $5,441 00 

T o interest collected 183 42 

$5,624 42 

CR. 

By cash paid City Treasurer $3,199 49 
abatements 164 96 
balance uncollected 2,259 97 

$5,624 42 

D R . 

T o uncollected taxes for the year 1887, March 12, 
1888 $10,275 66 

T o interest collected 139 56 

$10,415 22 

CR. 

By cash paid City Treasurer $5,138 99 
abatements 325 84 
balance uncollected 4,950 39 

$10,415 22 
Respectfully submitted, 

GUY TURNER, Collector. 

Examined and found oorrect March 11, 1889. 

E. C. DUDLEY, Auditor. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT N O . 10—REPORT OF TREASURER AND COLLECTOR. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council: 

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit the following statement 
of my account as Treasurer and Collector of School District No. 10 : 

D R . 

Cash in hands of Treasurer, March 13, 1886 $138 98 
Uncollected taxes 9 40 

$148 38 

CR. 

Paid Building Committee $143 34 
Abated 08 
Cash in hands of Treasurer and Collector 4 96 

$148 38 
Respectfully submitted, 

GUY TURNER, 

Treasurer and Collector School District No. 10. 

2 



CITY MArSHAL'S REPORT. 

To the Honorable Mayor and Gentlemen of the City Government: 

GENTLEMEN : I herewith submit for your approval my report as 
City Marshal for the municipal year commencing March 18, 1888, 
and ending March 14, 1889. Whole number of arrests for the year, 
403, and were charged as follows : 

Drunkenness committed 117 
" discharged on probation 70 

Let off on good behavior 46 
Vagrancy , 37 
Assault and battery 43 
Larcenv 19 
Single sales 8 
Illegal transportation 5 
Malicious mischief 4 
Affray 3 
Breaking and entering 3 
Adultery 1 
Tramps 6 
Evading railroad fares 8 
Obtaining money falsely 4 
Disturbance • • • • 13 
Murder 1 
Extorting money 1 
Bastardy 2 
Man slaughter 1 
Concealing mortgaged goods 1 
Search and seizure 4 
Assault with intent to kill 5 
Defiling spring water \ 

382 persons have been given lodging and food during the year. 
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In addition to the above I have served 30 warrants to search and 
seize liquors, and have made 60 seizures ; and I have received from 
different persons for fast driving $8, and sale of kegs, jugs and bot­
tles the sum of $18, which sums I have paid over to the City Treas­
urer and have his receipt for the same. 

Other business been done by the police : 

Disturbance settled without arrest 31 
Stores found unlocked 34 
Runaway horses caught 17 
Horses killed 5 
Dogs killed 3 
Lost children found and taken to parents 4 
Horses cared for on street 31 

A large amount of goods have been taken in after stores were 
locked up and goods returned to owners next morning. 

I would recommend that there be a regular police officer appointed 
for the East side of the river. I t is getting to be as hard a place as 
there is in the city, and it is impossible for the two officers who are 
on the street in the daytime to be in so many places at once. The 
people demand the officer and I hope your honorable body will al­
low the City Marshal to appoint an officer for that place. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. T. MORSE, City Marshal. 

Augusta, March 14, 188). 



rEPORT OF CITY SOLICITOR. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Augusta: 

I have the honor to report, as follows, the progress of the City's 
litigation during the municipal year just closing: 

At the beginning of the year the City had but one suit pending in 
•Court, Augusta vs. Savage, to enforce collection of $225.15 arrears 
•of taxes on personal property. The City recovered judgment at the 
last December term, which has since been settled. 

Beside numerous complaints, notices of claims, and threatenings 
which required investigation but did not materialize, three suits have 
•been commenced against the City during the year. 

The first, Woods vs. Augusta, to recover $1000 damages for in­
juries received by driving into a broken culvert on the Coombs' 
Mills road, was entered at the December term of the Superior 
Court, and came to trial in regular course at the February term, 
when a verdict was rendered in favor of the plaintiff for $60 dam­
ages. I have appealed to the Law Court for a new trial on the 
ground that the verdict was against evidence ; believing that the 
jury were careless of the facts and disregarded the charge of the 
presiding Justice in their sympathy and desire to transform misfor­
tune of the individual into a common burden more easily to be borne 
by a comparatively large community. 

The second, Whitehouse vs. Augusta, to recover $500 damages 
for injuries alleged to have been received in driving over a culvert 
on the Vassalboro' road, was entered at the December term, and 
was in order for trial at the February term, when the plaintiff for 
the best of reasons saw fit to withdraw his suit, and such entry was 
made on the record as to prevent any further action for that cause. 

The last, inhabitants of Belmont vs. Augusta, to recover $39.28 
claimed to be due for pauper supplies furnished the Grover family, 
commenced Feb. 4, 1889, and is returnable to the April term of the 
Supreme Court at Belfast. The treatment of the City at the hands 
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of the Overseers of the Poor of the plaintiff town has been so scan­
dalous that I feel we cannot with self respect make the slightest 
concession, and that although the pauper settlement is not in ques­
tion and the amount in controversy is comparatively small, sound 
policy requires the City to take such firm stand in the matter as 
shall effectually put a stop to future attempts at imposition. 

Two suits have been instituted in favor of the City. 
The first, against the town of Madison to recover for pauper sup­

plies furnished Anne McDonald and three minor children, involved 
in controversy the settlement of the paupers, which we traced 
through their grandfather to the defendant town. This action was 
entered at the December term, and was in order for trial at the Feb­
ruary term, when the defendant allowed the City to take judgment 
for $100, thus beyond all future contention fixing the settlement of 
the paupers in the town of Madison. 

The other action was recently commenced against the town of 
Albion, nominally for the collection of a small amount due for pau­
per supplies furnished James Austin and wife, but in reality for 
the purpose of determining the legal settlement of the paupers. 
This action is returnable to the June term of the Superior Court. 

I advise bringing action immediately against the town of Vassal-
boro' to determine a pauper settlement now in dispute. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

A. M. GODDARD, City Solicitor. 



CHIEF ENGINEER'S REPORT. 

AUGUSTA, March 11th, 1889. 

Gentlemen of the City Council of Augusta: 

In conformity with the requirements of the City Ordinances, I 
herewith submit to your honorable body my annual report as Chief 
Engineer of the Fire Department of the City of Augusta, embracing 
the fires and alarms, with losses and insurance, and condition of 
apparatus and system of water works. 

APPARATUS. 

The apparatus at the present time consists of one power wheel, 
two hose carriages, in good condition, with one thousand feet of 
hose in good condition, three two-wheel hose jumpers in good con­
dition, with four hundred feet of cotton hose in good condition. 

HOSE. 

There is in the department five thousand feet of cotton hose in 
good condition. I would recommend that the city purchase five 
hundred feet more of hose the coming year, for there is two thou­
sand feet that have been in constant use for eight years. - I t is bet­
ter to purchase small lots each year than it is to wait until the old 
is all gone and then have to purchase so much at once. There is 
great danger in running so much risk in case of dry weather, when 
our largest fires occur. I sincerely hope that this important 
branch of the department will receive the 'earliest attention of your 
honorable body. 

FORCE. 

The force of the department, under the present organization, 
consists of fifty-three men, divided as follows : One Chief Engi­
neer and one Assistant Engineer, three hose companies, consisting 
of eight men each, and one hose company of twelve men, and one 
Hook and Ladder company of fifteen men. The four-wheel car-


