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MAYOR'S ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen of the City Council. 

Practical business requires few words. Substantial results are 
better than the most excellent resolutions. Let us examine the re­
sults of the past, and do better if we can. For the past year the 
receipts and disbursements have been as follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash in Treasury March 15, 1880 #431 35 
Taxes of 1S88. and prior years Si 7,986 48 
Tax deeds redeemed 178 49 
Taxes of 1S89 98,196 29 

$100,301 26 
State, school fund, railroad tax, pensions, etc 10,366 92 
County of Kennebec for fees 850 61 
Interest on bank deposits, taxes, &v 1,084 60 
Towns and cities for support of poor 1,381 60 
Sewer account 346 25 
City bonds funded 9,000 00 
Temporary loans 35.000 00 
Miscellaneous, licenses, tfce 958 10 

Total .1165,780 69 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Obligations due and payable prior to March 1, 1889. 

City bonds due Feb. 15, 1889 $ 4,000 00 
Coupons and interest 3.928 19 
Outstanding warrants of 1888 445 40 
City officers' salaries of 1888-9 1.003 01 
Snow and highway bills of 1888 1,241 09 
Other bills of 1888 3,194 90 

8 13,812 59 
The foregoing does not iuclude the term bills of 

Cony High School which ended March 23, 1889, 
the hydrant rent from Dec. 1, 1888, to March 1, 
1889, nor the support of insane for the first quar­
ter of 1889, amounting to $ 2,227 48 
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But these items are included in the expenditures of the past year, which, 
briefly stated, are as follows: 
State pensions and bounty on crows $ 2,068 40 
City bonds due July 1, 1889, to Feb. 15, 1890 5,000 00 
Interest on city debt 12,782 85 
Schools and text books 16,364 03 
Paving and Water street sewers 12,591 00 
Interest on Trust funds. 1,440 00 
State and county taxes 19,780 15 
New bridge 41,345 17 

#111,371 60 
Usual current expenses, highways, snow bills, fire 

department, streetlights, poor department, & c 39,003 59 
.$150,375 19 

Total : $164,187 78 
Balance 1,592 91 

$165,780 69 

The balance includes the balances of Mr. Turner and Mr. Ham-
len. The disbursements include all warrants drawn during the 
past year, whether paid or outstanding. The actual cash balance 
will therefore be more than here stated. 

A year ago the auditor in his report stated the city debt—bond, 
temporary loans, and coupons past due—to be $308,927.00. Add 
bills not reported as liabilities, $10,313.78, and the liabilities cor­
rectly stated were $319,240.78. 

The Trust funds, stated in the auditor's report, form no part of 
the city debt, and are expressly excepted as such in the Constitu­
tion of the State. The only liability on their part imposed on the 
city, is the annual payment of interest. 
On page 102 of the same report the "net undrawn" is 

stated at $9,160.81 
Of this amount, on page 101, the account of Cony High 

School stands undrawn $910.96 

This agrees substantially with the Mayor's ledger at that date, 
but the practice of charging back to the previous year, which began 
in 1884, has placed the accounts in such a chaotic state that no 
auditor could be blamed for any conclusion he might arrive at. 
The report of the Committee on Cony High School, page 59, city 
reports of last year, shows the account overdrawn $135.65, and 
this agrees with the Treasurer's account at the same date. The 
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difference between $910.96 undrawn, and $135.65 overdrawn is 
$1,046.61 ; hence if the other statements are correct (and I am not 
disposed to pursue the enquiry further in this direction), the net 
undrawn should have been stated at $8,114.20. 

But on pages 96, 97 and 98 we find an account for the year 1887, 
which on page 98 shows a "net overdrawn" of $4,734.82. This 
was paid from the funds of 1888, and must be deducted from the 
undrawn of 1888 to give the correct standing of the city's accounts, 
leaving undrawn of 1888 instead of $8,114.20, $3,379.48. 

The case does not, however, rest here. If the same process be 
followed through the reports for 1887 and 1886, we shall find the 
"ne t undrawn" for 1889 changed to an overdrawn account of 
$1,455.37. I will not pursue the enquiry further, the absurdity of 
such a system is too apparent to need argument. My predecessors 
have followed a bad example, which could have had but one object, 
that of making a good showing at the end of the year regardless of 
facts. 

The City Ordinances require the Mayor to keep a detailed ac­
count of receipts and disbursements with the Treasurer, Collector, 
and with the several departments. For a number of years this has 
not been done, resulting, as I believe, in the payment of many bills 
a second time. Under the system, if system it may be called, 
which has prevailed, there is no possible means of determining 
whether or not a bill has been paid. A system should be adopted 
for the government of every city officer, and he should be required, 
under penalty, to follow it. Extended accounts of disbursements, 
as much in detail as possible, should be printed in the city reports, 
that the citizens may be informed where their money goes, and for 
what purpose. 

LIABILITIES. 

The liabilities are: 
City bonds $283,500 00 
Temporary loaDS of 1S88 22,000 00 
Temporary loans of the past year 35,000 00 

$340,500 00 
Coupons past due §2,225 00 
All other outstanding bills, estimated 500 00 

2,725 00 
Total liabilities 8343,225 00 

The liabilities March, 1889, were 319,240 78 

Increase $23,984 22 
Net increase of liabilities less resources 15,534 29 
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RESOURCES. 

Treasury balance cash $ 1.592 91 
Uncollected taxes 27,927 22 
Tax deeds on file 2.009 61 

$31,529 74 
The same class of resources last year were stated in gross sum 

of 823,079 SI 
Increase of resources 8,449 93 

The increase of resources is due to the amount of uncollected 
taxes, resulting from the unfortunate mental derangement of the 
late Treasurer, which has left the city without a Collector until his 
accounts can be adjusted, and the tax bill committed to another 
collector. At least $10,000.00 more taxes could have been col­
lected, and the temporary loans reduced that amount but for this 
condition of the collector. 

If the question be put, as it may be pertinently, how more than 
$41,000 may be paid on account of a new bridge, without assessing 
a special tax, and only increase the debt $15,500.00? The reply 
is : 

First. The bills paL. on account of last year are properly added 
to the debt of last year, less the amount reported. 

Secc»trl. On the expenditures of last year by itself there was a 
net gain of over $15,000, including the payment of the bonds fall­
ing due during that and the previous municipal year. 

Third. The bonds were funded, and while this fact did not 
increase the debt, it furnished S'.»,000 for the bridge. 

Fourth. In making the 815,000 gain the actual liabilities reported 
last year, other than bonds and temporary loans have been reduced 
about one-half. These items and the increase, will account for the 
bridge. 

The total cost of the bridge when entirely completed, including 
the removal of(the old pier, will be §59,000. The further payment 
of $17,750.00 in round numbers must be provided for. The con­
tractors for the bridge will doubtless complete their work in about 
six weeks. 

The contractor for the substructure agreed in his contract to 
complete the masonry Dec. 10th, 1889. He has not finished any 
part of the work according to contract and the specifications. 
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Under the law relative to the bridge it will devolve upon the 
Mayor and Aldermen to take such action in the case as may be 
necessary. 

Assuming that the work will be completed at an early day, it 
will be necessary to provide for payment and for the current ex­
penses of the city until the taxes assessed, and to be assessed for 
the current year become available. 

The usual temporary loan should be authorized. I t is true the 
temporary loans now outstanding may be demanded at any time, 
but it is not probable that they will be ; but whether demanded 
or not they must be paid. How? By taxation. When? Just so 
soon as it can be done without being burdensome to those who pay. 

The city's resources have been stated as $31,529.74. What are 
they worth? The uncollected taxes of 1889, amount to $15,122.29, 
and on the basis of collections of former years will be available the 
ensuing year to the amount of $7,061.00 or 50 per cent. The un­
collected taxes of 1888 realized in 1889 only about 40 per cent. 
Of the 821,511.94 reported uncollected March 1889, only 87,986.-
48 were available the past year. Of the $2,136.52 in tax deeds on 
file SI78.49 only were realized. Experience therefore teaches that 
not over 33 per cent, of the uncollected taxes can be depended 
upon with any degree of safety. I t is difficult to see how the over­
due interest of 83,427.00 as reported last year, the $4,000 past due 
bonds, and 822,000 of temporary loans could have been paid in 
1889 from 821,511.94 of uncollected taxes of which only $7,986.48 
were collectible, even though $9,160.81 of the appropriations of 
1888 were undrawn and there had been no other bills outstanding. 
Let us make sure that the present situation is not as bad, and 
take care that the future shall not reveal a like state of affairs. 

I have required every city officer to see that every bill contracted 
in his department was rendered and paid. I have been assured 
that they have been. The Overseers of the Poor assure me that 
$50.00 will cover all claims against that department, unless it be 
some claims from other towns of which the Overseers have not 
been notified. Such cases cannot be avoided. The snow bills of 
the present month will be another exception. If there shall be 
found to be other bills, to any considerable amount now outstand­
ing, it will be evident the city officers either would not attend to 
the requirements of the Mayor, or were so incompetent as to have 
no knowledge of the business with which they were charged. 
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In order to meet the obligations of the city I recommend that 
you authorize the funding of the bonds now past due and to be­
come due the current municipal year. This will provide temporary 
relief to the taxpayers to the amount of $6,000, without increasing 
the debt beyond the present figures. The amount which would 
necessarily be assessed to pay the bonds can be assessed on the 
bridge account, the balance can without doubt be realized from the 
uncollected taxes now due. The aggregate assessment for the 
current year may be reduced $5,000, below that of last year, and 
with as prudent management as during the past year, without sacri­
ficing paving or sewers, or any needed improvement, we may keep 
within the appropriations and have a margin of cash to apply to 
paying the present temporary debt, as well as all loans that may 
be made for current purposes during the present year. 

The executive authority is vested in the Mayor and Aldermen. 
The City Council have ordained rules for their government and 
that of the city officers. 

I call your attention, I call the attention of the public through 
you to the city ordinance, that—"The moneys raised and appro­
priated for specific purposes in the annual estimates by the City 
Council, shall be expended only on requisition in writing of the officer 
or committee having charge of such expenditures, on the Mayor ; 
and the requisition shall state the reason therefor, that the Mayor 
may determine how large a sum the interest of the city require to 
be expended at that time." 

This ordinance has been a law of the city for many years, and 
yet a year ago I found no city officer who seemed aware of its 
existence. I t has been a dead letter, as it appears. By some it 
met with a partial compliance after having attention called to i t ; 
by some it was treated with contempt. I t must be, and will be 
enforced, in spirit and in letter. The Mayor and City Treasurer 
on the authority of the City Council, cannot borrow a dollar of any 
bank without furnishing a certified copy of the vote, or showing 
the original order attested by the City Clerk and the Clerk of the 
Common Council, but a city officer can contract debts to any 
amount, against the direct orders of the Mayor, in defiance of the 
law, and in effect say, that the only business of the City Council 
is to order the bills paid, appropriation or no appropriation, and 
the Mayor—why all he has to do is to sign the warrants. 

The time to enforce proper regulations is now. Every person 
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giving credit, or making a contract with any officer or agent of the 
city does so at his peril Unless the officer has the requisite 
authority, and of that the person must enquire. 

I recommend that a certain limit be fixed for the fiscal year; 
that all accounts absolutely close on that day ; that all unexpended 
balances revert to the treasury, and there remain to be applied 
to the payment of the debt, unless reappropriated by the City 
Council upon some emergency, which could not be foreseen or 
otherwise provided for. 

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS. 

The committee on accounts was designed for the examination 
of claims against the city. The practice of handing bills to the 
committee an evening or two before the meeting of the City 
Council—an examination by the committee for an hour of perhaps 
a hundred or more bills, with no means of enquiry beyond the fact 
that the bills are "approved" by some city officer, who in many 
cases knows nothing of the transaction which has long past—the 
reporting of the "Roll of Accounts" to the City Council and its-
passage, hastily as business is conducted—the following clamor on 
the Mayor for his order or warrant for payment before he can give 
even a hurried examination to any of the claims—all these con­
spire to make life a burden to any Mayor who has even a moderate 
desire to have some information of the business he is called upon 
to approve. In every department bills should be required at once 
of every completed transaction, and they should be audited before 
going to the committee, and should be allowed or not upon the 
merits after investigation, regardless of any officer's approval. 
The whole practice is wrong, and only opens up a field in which 
dishonesty may flourish. 

The city can afford to require its business to be transacted in a 
proper manner, and that proper accounts be kept. I t can afford 
to pay for doing this work—it cannot afford the loose and slipshod 
manner which has grown into such general use. The knife must be 
applied, the remedy must be heroic. I have seen few evidences 
of what appeared to be dishonest intentions ; I have seen abun­
dant evidence of a willingness to follow in the track of customs 
which never should have been allowed to acquire the sanction of pre­
cedent, and which would be more honored in their breach than ob­
servance. 
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The highway department demands your special attention. In 
this direction there is a grand field for improvement. The ques­
tion too often appears to be, not how to do a good day's work, but 
how much can be got for the least service ? 

Gentlemen I could devote the day to the various subjects and still 
leave some point untouched. I am reminded that I began with 
the thought that practical business requires few words, I must close 
with the conclusion that the business as practiced cannot be treat­
ed in a paragraph. 

Let us devote our energies to the city's service, even though the 
approval of conscience be our only reward. 

SAMUEL W. LANE. 
Augusta, Maine, March 17, 1890. 



CITY TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 

REPORT OF THE MAYOR AND COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

~To the City Council of Augusta: 

The undersigned submit the following statement of the accounts 
of Guy Turner, late City Treasurer, so far as the same relates to 
the City business, but not including his account with the Williams 
and Village school districts. His accounts as Collector for the 
various years are presented in a separate report. The following 
statement shows the receipts and disbursements of the City 
Treasury from March 15, 1889, to February 1, 1890: 

GUY TURNER, Treasurer. 
D R . 

T o Balance Cash March 15, 1889 $431 35 

CASH RECEIPTS—CONTINGENT ACCOUNT. 

City Solicitor for costs $5 00 
Costs on non-resident taxes advertised. 16 0:> 
Costs on tax deeds redeemed 14 17 
License on Dogs 352 00 

' l Peddlers 18 00 
l t Theatres 45 00 

State, bounty on crows 10 40 
kt burial of soldier 35 00 
" railroad and telegraph tax 3,153 20 
; ' rent of Armory 150 00 

Supplementary taxes of 1888 15 15 
33,814 04 

CEMETERY LOTS SOLD. 

Mount Pleasant Cemetery: 

A. P . Baker, Lot No. 71 $10 00 
S. J . Burbank, " 63 10 00 
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$210 00 

R. W. Carleton, Lot No. 128 $10 00 
Seth Clark, " 235 10 00 
A. A. Craig, " 193 10 00 
E. E. & W. H. Davis, » 25 and 26. . . 20 00 
M.L.Emery, " 387 10 00 
M. B. Gould, » 367 10 00 
Geo. E. Howard, " 117 10 00 
Joseph E. Howard, " 149 10 00 
W. G. Hussey, Lot No. 132, 133, 164, 165 40 00 
Emma Newark, " 533 5 00 
Geo. W. Shorey, " 226 . . . . 10 00 
J.M.Stevens, " 119 10 00 
Job Springer, " 103 10 00 
E.E.Taylor , »« 267 10 00 
Geo. Ware, '« 536 5 00 
W.F.Williamson, " 96 10 00 

Riverside Cemetery: 
L. C. Cathern, Lot No. 263 $10 00 
H. G. Doe, " 264 10 00 
Thomas Field, " 245 10 00 
Thomas Farnham, " 261 10 00 
E. A. Goldsmith, » 168 10 00 
G. P. Hall, " 176 10 00 
Mary E. Haskell, " 215 10 00 
Edwin A. Moore, " 191 10 00 
W.F.Sampson, » 272 10 00 
M.A.Ware , " 265 10 00 
William Wedge, " 267 10 00 

INTEREST. 

Bank deposits $470 43 
Coupons, error in count refunded 20 00 

" paid before due 02 
Non-resident taxes advertised 34 52 
Tax deeds redeemed 22 61 
Taxes for various years collected 506 22 

$1,053 80 
Kennebec bridge, returned premium on can­

celled insurance $39 04 

$110 00 
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CONY HIGH SCHOOL. 

From State of Maine $250 00 
Tuition 60 00 

$310 00 

KENNEBEC COUNTY. 

Fees City Marshal $307 60 
" Deputy Marshal 16 01 
" Municipal Judge 527 00 

$850 61 
Loans, temporary $25,000 00 
Non-resident tax deeds redeemed 63 08 
Non-resident taxes returned and advertised 336 01 

PAVING. 

J . A. Homan, repairs of sidewalk $33 50 
J . E . Howard, quarter bends 9 07 
Devine & Coughlin, repairs of s idewalk . . . . 2 90 
B. F . Parrott, repairs of sidewalk 1 59 
John Turner & Co., labor 19 50 

$66 56 
Pensions, refunded by State $2,058 00 
Resident tax deeds redeemed 115 41 
School fund, received of State 4,710 23 

SEWERS. 

Western Avenue, E. C. Burleigh $50 00 
" Geo. A. Parks 10 00 

Green Street, Francis Abbott 23 50 
Paulina Lilly 33 50 

" G. E. & H. D. Macomber . . . . 1 1 7 5 
" Catherine Noon 11 50 
" Mary L. Partridge 50 00 
" Asa Ward 16 50 

$206 75 

SUPPORT OF POOR. 

H. Austin for Eaton Estate $38 00 
City of Biddeford.. 17 84 
City of Rockland 127 54 
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Town of Bennedicta 836 74 
" Brunswick 79 55 
" Fort Kent 2 10 
" Madawaska 6 00 
" Mercer 288 45 
" New Portland 30 47 
" North Anson 1 1 0 0 
" Orono 2 25 

Pittsfield 4 50 
" Rome 7 50 
" Union 31 00 
'* Vassalboro 72 20 
4» Warren 4 00 
" Washington 40 10 
" Windsor 28 00 
« Winn lJ 00 
" Winthrop 62 40 

L. Titcomb, Guardian 35 29 
State of Maine for care of State P a u p e r . . . . 72 00 

SI,011 93 

Taxes of 1882 of Collector 814 09 
" 1883 » 32 08 

1884 " 64 49 
" 1885 " 190 95 
; ' 1886 " 751 13 
" 1887 " 2,220 10 
" 1888 " 4,289 76 

1889 " 97,360 94 
104,923 54 

145,310 35 
Amount of unpaid bills covered by Mayor's warrants 

drawn in favor of Guy Turner, Treasurer, for pay­
ment of roll of accounts and included in his credits 
for disbursements 658 61 

Total to be accounted for by the City Treasurer 1145,968 96-
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GUY TURNER, Treasurer. CR. 

By Paid outstanding warrants of 1888-9 . . . . $-145 40 

BY P A I D MAYOR'S "WARRANTS DRAWN UNDER THE FOLLOWING 
APPROPRIATIONS : 

By contingent $1,909 38 
Cemeteries 310 76 
City officers' salaries 6,354 01 
Cony High school 4,720 37 
County tax 5,547 97 
Fire Department 2,036 10 
Highways, Eastern District $3,299 01 

" Thomaston road 226 85 
44 Western District 4,472 47 

7,998 33 
Hydrants and Water 2,545 75 
Interest 11,869 00 
Kennebec Bridge 23,479 36 
Lighting streets 4,227 94 
Lithgow Library 1,000 00 
Paving 12,596 95 
Park (Monument) 54 75 
Permanent Improvements 2,275 41 
Police 3,464 40 
Printing 427 57 
Sanford Legacy to town of Belgrade . . . . 90 00 
St. Marks Home 350 00 
Schools, Common ., 2,465 54 

Text books 200 00 
" Williams District, apportion­

ment 1,983 75 
" Village District, apportionment 6,011 25 

10,660 54 
Snow bills, Eastern district 401 90 

" Western " 630 46 
1,032 36 

State Pensions 2,058 00 
»« Tax 14,232 28 

Support of Poor 5,783 90 

125,470 53 
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February 11, 1890, paid C. N. Hamlen, 
City Treasurer 18,950 00 

Balance to be accounted for 1,548 43 

145,968 96 
Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL W. LANE, Mayor. 

TREBY JOHNSON, ) Committee 
W. H. WILLIAMS, on 
LENDALL TITCOMB, ) Finance. 



REPORT OF C. N. HAMLEN, TREASURER. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Augusta: 

I have the honor to submit herewith a statement and account 
of the receipts and disbursements of the City Treasury from Feb­
ruary 10, 1890, to the close of the municipal year of 1889-90. 

C. N. HAMLEN, Treasurer, in account with the City of Augusta. 

D R . 

To cash of Guy Turner, late Treasu re r . . . . 818,950 00 
City bonds of Feb. 15, 1890 9,000 00 
Cash on City notes, temporary l o a n s . . . 10,000 00 

To CASH ON ACCOUNT OF TAXES, VIZ : 

For the year 1886, City Taxes $16 30 
1887, »' 29 46 

" 1888, " 193 64 
" 1889, k' 913 59 

1,152 99 
Village District taxes 45 18 
Williams District taxes 4 43 
Interest on taxes 38 64 

To Paving account, O. Williamson for 
sewer pipe sold by R. W. Dutton, Street 
Commissioner 7 15 

SEWER ACCOUNT. 

To Mrs. Burns, Western Avenue S e w e r . . . . $23 00 
Joseph A. Homan, " " 10 00 
H. D. Macomber and others, Western 

Avenue Sewer. 40 00 
David T. Neal, Green street " 2 1 5 0 
W. H. Reid, Western Avenue " 10 00 
Mrs. Geo. Snow " " 5 00 
Geo. W. Vickery " " 30 00 

139 50 

2 
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ACCOUNT OF SUPPORT OF POOR. 

Town of Albion 5 00 
" Anson 13 25 
" Mercer 113 45 
" Newport 24 97 
" Old Town 28 00 
" Union 22 75 

L. Titcomb, Guardian of Mulliken 71 
E. W. Whitehouse, for Estate of J . 

Clark 161 54 
369 67 

Total Receipts 39,707 56 

To balance unpaid on roll of accounts Nos. 
11 and 12, covered by Mayor's warrants 
and included in account of disbursements 1,033 86 

$40,741 42 

C. N. HAMLEN, Treasurer. 
CR. 

PAID MAYOR'S WARRANTS, VIZ : 

By Contingent account $319 56 
City officers' salaries 927 00 
Cony High school 96 35 
Common schools ' 1,067 30 
Cemeteries 3 00 
Fire Department 408 11 
Highways Eastern District 28 75 

" Western District 77 16 
Hydrants and water service 1 >50 
Interest on the City debt 4,862 04 
Kennebec bridge 18,245 91 
Lighting streets 831 20 
Paving bills of 1888 2 2C 
Police 508 3,' 
Printing 67 70 
Sanford Legacy, Town of Readfield for 

1887 9 0 0 0 
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By Snow bills, Eastern District 98 24 
kt Western » 388 93 

Support of poor 1,273 77 
Williams School District 3 00 
Reduction of City debt, matured bonds. . <s,000 00 
Sundry bills on roll of accounts, covered 

by Mayor's warrants to Guy Turner . . 95 95 

$37,396 00 
Balance roll of accounts covered by 

warrants 81,033 8G 
kt Net cash subject to warrant . . . 2,311 56 

83,345 42 

840,741 42 
Respectfully submitted, 

C. N. HAMLEN, Treasurer. 

AUGUSTA, March 8, 1890. 



CITY MARSHAL'S REPORT. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Augusta: 

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor herewith to present my fifth 
annual report as City Marshal, for the year ending March 15, 1890, 
showing the number of arrests, and complaints upon which the same 
were made, viz : 

Whole number of arrests for the year 619 
Drunkenness, committed and fined 127 

" discharged on probation 100 
Let off on good behavior 147 
Sent out of city 75 
Vagrancy 10 
Assault and battery 20 
Larceny 20 
Illegal transportation 6 
Malicious mischief 10 
Affray 5 
Breaking and entering 1 
Tramps 10 
Evading railroad fares 20 
Obtaining money falsely 10 
Disturbance 10 
Extorting money 8 
Bastardy 2 
Search and seizure 10 
Single sale 15 
Obstructing railroad 1 
Search for stolen goods 1 
Assault with intent to commit rape 1 
Toting liquor to Jail 2 
Fast driving 1 

Lascivious behavior 1 
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Loitering in depot 2 
Perjury 1 

Committed to Industrial School 3 

126 persons have been given lodging and food during the year. 

In addition to the above, I have served thirty-five warrants to 
search and seize liquors, and have made seventy seizures. 

Other business been done by the police : 

Disturbance settled without arrest 41 
Stores found unlocked 44 
Runaway horses caught 31 
Dogs killed 36 
Lost children found and taken to parents o 
Horses cared for on the streets 40 

There have been four persons committed to the Insane Hospital 
the past year, and one woman taken on the street who had run 
away from the Hospital, and returned to the Hospital by the police. 

A large amount of goods have been taken in after stores were 
locked up, and goods returned to owners next morning. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. T. MORSE, City Marshal, 

AUGUSTA, March 15, 1890. 



REPORT OF CITY SOLICITOR. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Augusta: 

I have the honor to report the results and present condition of the 
City's litigation during the municipal year last pas t : 

At the beginning of the year two suits were pending against the 
City. The first, Woods vs. Augusta, to recover $1000 damages for 
injuries caused by alleged defect in the highway, had been tried at 
the February term of the year previous, and a verdict of $60 ren­
dered against the city, and an appeal taken to the Law Court. 
While, as stated in my last report, I believe the verdict was ren­
dered in disregard of the presiding Justice's charge, on ascertaining 
the expense of printing requisite to prosecuting the City's appeal, 
it was deemed to be in the interest of economy to pay the amount 
of verdict and costs then amounting to. $103.34, which was accord­
ingly done and the case thus disposed of. 

The other, inhabitants of Belmont vs. Augusta, to recover 
$39.28 claimed to be due for pauper supplies furnished the Grover 
family is still pending and will be argued at the May term of the 
law court, there being nc facts in dispute. 

One suit pending at the commencement of the year in which 
the City was plaintiff, Augusta vs. Albion, involving the pauper 
settlement of James Austin and wife, has terminated in favor of 
the city. 

The suit which in my last report I advised against Vassalboro 
to determine the pauper settlement of Charles Berry, has been 
commenced and terminated, in favor of the city during the last 
year. 

But two suits have been commenced against the city within the 
past year. The first, William R. Downs vs. Augusta, claiming 
$2000 damages for injuries to his shoulder alleged to have been 
caused by a supposed defect in the sidewalk on Water street last 
summer, was entered at the March term of the Supreme Court 
1890, and will be in order for trial at the next October term. 
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The other, Susan A. Carter vs. Augusta, to recover $160.10 for 
pauper supplies alleged to have been furnished John F. Hurley on 
the credit of the City, is returnable at the next April term of the 
Superior Court. 

The town of Alna threatens suit against the City to compel pay­
ment of a large bill for pauper supplies furnished Charles Morang 
and family. With the Overseers of the Poor I have thoroughly 
investigated this case, and am convinced that the pauper settlement 
of this burdensome family is not in Augusta, and suit, if brought, 
will be contested in behalf of the City, and I have no doubt with 
success. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

A. M. GODDARD-, City Solicitor. 


