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MAYOR'S ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen of the City Council: 

In discharging the duties of administering the affairs of the city 
for the coming year, I trust we shall have the approbation of our 
fellow citizens. 

The tax payers not only desire, but demand at our hands a clean 
and economical administration of city affairs. For some years the 
prosperity of the city has been marked, but no single year has 
shown more solid growth than that just closed; new enter­
prises have been begun and many of the old have largely increased 
their business, resulting in a great gain of our population. 

As officials of the city we should especially bend our efforts to 
attract new industries and encourage those already here. Your 
attention is called to the statement of the finances of the city as 
furnished by the Auditor as follows : 

LIABILITIES. 

City bonds $278,000 00 
" notes 51,000 00 

$329,000 00 
City coupons, past due $2,710 00 
County tax, balance 4,672 10 
Common schools, balance 182 15 
Village district, balance 2,786 27 

$10,350 52 
Mayor's warrants outstanding of 1888-89 11 18 

" » 1889-90 192 47 
« " 1890-91 273 59 

1891-92 3,047 08 
Approved claims reported (Koll 12) 3,151 09 

6,675 41 

$346,025 93 
Outstanding bills, estimated 600 00 

$346,625 93 
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RESOURCES. 

Treasury balance, cash (called for; $3,75!) 78 
Balance tax account 36 00G 91 

" tax deed account 2,561 91 
" Willow street, sewer account. 194 50 

Sew er assessments of 1891-92 1,7(16 00 
Due from SI ate, burial of soldiers 2111 00 

" rent of armory 1891 100 00 
Due for licenses 118 00 
Interest paid (coupon paid iu advance) 3 00 
Due from towns aud persons, account of support 

of poor, Overseer's estimate 1,142 99 
Williams district, account overdrawn 127 40 

$45,990 49 
Balance against city 300,635 44 

§34G,025 93 
Balance March 1, 1W91 311,040 58 

" reduced iu 1891-92 111,41114 

In the examination of the statement, you will notice that the un­
collected taxes are $36,066.91, this includes the Village and 
Williams school districts, (and covers all back taxes) of which 
amount 814,s.r>2.40 is for the past year. 

Some way ought to be devised to secure the more prompt pay­
ment of taxes, so that the uncollected should be much smaller. 
Of course a large part of these taxes is upon real estate and will 
eventually reach the City Treasury, but our appropriations are made 
upon a basis of a full collection, and in my judgment there would 
be wisdom in making the tax payers greater inducements for early 
payments. 

I would particularly call your attention to the office of City 
Auditor, this office the past year has been filled by Hon. Samuel 
W. Lane, who is too well known to you all to need any words of 
commendation from me. He has looked faithfully after the affairs 
of this department, though it has involved a large amount of labor; 
devised a system of checks which has saved the tax payers many 
dollars. The system of keeping the city accounts as inaugurated 
by him should be continued and certain recommendations suggested 
with reference thereto adopted. 

The Auditor is one of the most valuable, but poorly paid of our 
city officials. The department properly conducted is of the utmost 
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importance to the city, and the Auditor should be given an ade­
quate compensation for his labor. Having in view the commendable 
manner in which this office has been managed the past year by Mr. 
Lane, I do not hesitate to urge this upon your consideration. The 
Auditor has furnished monthly statements to the city council of the 
city's finances. These reports are of great value and I hope they 
may be continued. 

HIGHWAYS. 

Our streets, roads and sidewalks deserve much more attention 
than have been given them. Our appropriations for highways are 
very little larger to-day than twenty years ago, while the travel and 
use of them has increased largely within that time. 

No better investment can be made by the city than a wise outlay 
of money upon its highways. Good or bad roads are far reaching 
in their effect upon trade. Our city has very extensive limits and, 
by a proper regard to her roads, much trade should be secured that 
now goes elsewhere. 

Something should be done looking towards a substantial and per­
manent road bed upon our main thoroughfares ; I especially com­
mend this matter to your serious consideration. During the past year, 
the sidewalk upon Winthrop street has been newly concreted and I 
would call your attention to the condition of the sidewalk on Bridge 
street as requiring to be relaid, and would also recommend a con­
crete walk for Green street and that portion of Sewall street from 
Court to Green streets. There are many other places that need re­
pairing and new walks. 

SEWERS. 

The construction of sewers the past season has received all the 
consideration that our finances would admit and I hope that in the 
year to come we may be able to continue the work begun and do as 
much if not more than last year. 

There is much need of a sewer for the accommodation of the 
southern part of Sewall and Grove streets, and I am informed that 
one can be laid through the ravine south of the Augusta House and 
form a junction with the one through the Gage street gully at a 
very reasonable expense, by that means a very large section of the 
southern part of the city would be benefited. There should also 
be a sewer laid through Winthrop street, then all the principal 
streets east and west on the west side of the river will be well 
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drained. I would further recommend the extending of the Oak 
street sewer to connect with the one on Water street, and the build­
ing of one at the north end of State street, to connect with the 
Bridge street sewer. 

POOR DEPARTMENT. 

The affairs of this department have been administered with care 
and zeal. The calls the past year have been many and our over­
seers have realized " tha t the poor we have with us always." I am 
assured that all necessary calls have been supplied, and the over­
seers have kept within their appropriation. 

There has been expended for steam heating apparatus and re­
pairs at the alms house some 81,200. There is great need of other 
repairs on the buildings and something in that line must be done 
soon. 

The overseers inform me that there are no outstanding bills against 
the deparment, and that there is some 81,400 due from other cities 
and towns. We can but be well satisfied with the management of 
this department the past year. 

POLICE. 

The number of arrests during the past year has been 301, being 
266 less than the year before. 168 persons have applied at the 
station for lodging and food, which is 17 less than last year ; during 
the years 1K8« and 1K8!» there were over 400 applicatoius. This 
department is in good condition and has been active and vigilant. 

NUMBERING STREETS. 

A contract was made with City Engineer Capen for numbering 
the houses and places of business in the city. This work has long 
been needed and will be a great convenience to our citizens. I 
trust it will be completed in season so that its results may be 
incorporated in the next directory. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

This department maintains its efficiency the same as in years 
past and has responded promptly to all calls. During the past 
season a new hose house has been erected at the corner of State and 
Capitol streets, a hose carriage that will carry 500 feet of hose 
obtained and a new company organized. 
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Late in the season in response to one of the largest petitions yet 
presented to the city council, a contract was made with the "Game-
well Fire Alarm Co." for a fire alarm system, and they have furnish­
ed the same at an expense of $3,000, subject to the acceptance of 
the committee on Fire Department, some time before the first of 
May. 

During the season five uew hydrants have been located as follows : 
No. 83 on State street, just south of the State House ; 84 on Capitol 
s treet ; 85 on Child street ; 86, junction of School street and Bel­
fast road near the residence of E. W. Whitehouse, Esq. ; 87 on 
Cony street, "Malta Hill.' Hydrant No. 46 on Water street, has 
been moved south near the railroad crossing and is now in good 
order and ready for service. 

SCHOOLS. 

We have in the city four distinct school organization;-, the only 
one that comes under our immediate control is that under the 
direction of the superintending school committee. These schools I 
learn have been very satisfactory, and I can do no better than refer 
you to the committee's report, assuring you that it well deserves your 
attention. 

I have endeavored briefly to speak of a few of the many needs 
and conditions of our city, and for fuller information upon these 
subjects I would refer you to the reports of the various officers. 
Many improvements will be asked for, all of which undoubtedly 
will be needed, and it will be your duty to carefully examine all 
of them and make those most deserving. Inviting your counsel 
and advice I hope to administer the duties of my office for the 
good of all and the best welfare of the city. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of Augusta: 

GKNTLKMEN : I have the honor to submit the following state­
ment of the receipts and disbursements of the Treasury from 
March 9th, 1891 to March 1st, 1892. 

D R . 

Cash Balance in Treasury March 7, 1891. 

Collections city 1886 9 95 
" " 1887 87 46 
" " 1888 239 44 

" 1889 2,421 15 
" 1890 5,704 37 

Tax sales 1890 35 32 
' Collections city 1891 115,134 08 

$123,631 77 
Village district 1886 2 40 

1887 3 80 
1888 16 14 
1889 82 63 
1890 375 48 

" 1891 7,874 72 
$8,355 17 

Williams district 1889 7 49 
" " 1890 68 37 

" 1891 1,381 45 
81,457 31 

$133,444 25 


