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MAYOR'S ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen of the City Council: 

We have been chosen by the legally expressed voice of the peo­
ple to administer the affairs of the city for the ensuing year, aud 
obedient to that call we are assembled according to law to organize 
the fifty-first City Council of the city of Augusta. 

For the fourth time called by my fellow citizens to the chair of 
the chief executive of this city, I should be lacking in the common 
attributes of manhood did I not feel the deepest sense of gratitude 
for the honor conferred, and especially for the repeated expression 
of confidence of my fellow citizens, who year after year have hon­
ored me with an increased majority. I invoke the aid of th*: Su­
preme Ruler and earnestly pray that I may be endowed with wisdom 
to so execute official duties that that confidence may not be shaken 
or impaired. 

" I am but a little child ; I know not how to go out or come in." 
"Give, therefore, thy servant an understanding heart to judge 

thy people, that I may discern between good and bad." 
This was the sense of self-abasement and the prayer of the wisest 

ruler of history, and should teach us the important lesson, ihat 
however established we may he in our opinions, however sure 
of our position, we may be but as a little child, we may need an 
understanding heart to discern between good and bad. 

To most of you the duties of members of the city government are 
not unfamiliar. Nearly all of the Board of Aldermen, and a ma­
jority of the entire Council, have served in some previous City 
Council. 

I pledge you my earnest co-operation in your endeavors to con­
serve the public welfare, that in the future, few may hope to equal, 
and none to surpass, your good works. 

F INANCIAL. 

On the 20th of March, 1899, as I took the oath of office, my 
thought was, '"What shall the harvest be?" and an answer whis-
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pered, "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
If thou soweth sloth, and ease, and neglect, the harvest shall be 
extravagance, and debt, and- dishonor. If thou sowest good seed 
the harvest shall crown the year with fatness. 

What is the harvest? I submit a statement of the city's 

LIABILITIES. 

March 1, 1900, and March 1, 1899. 
Allowed claims, unpaid warrants $ 2,744 74 $ 2,834 94 
City bonds 333 300 00 299,500 00 
City notes, temporary loans 40,000 00 
Coupons UDpaid 1,885 00 4,125 00 
Kennebec & Franklin R. R. Co 5.000 00 5.000 00 
Account of schools 4,782 44 7,640 50 
Trust funds 37,750 00 36,750 00 
Dog licenses 4 20 

$385,462 18 $395,854 64 
The resources were as follows: 

RESOURCES. 

March 1, 1900. March 1, 1899. 
Cash in treasury .$11,065 45 § 3.399 22 
Cash in sinking fund 4,050 00 
Due from cities and towns 43160 997 35 

State of Maine 536 35 784 32 
A. H. & G. R. R. Co 33150 175 75 

Sewer assessments unpaid 2,469 24 1,̂ 88 50 
Tax deeds 6.524 83 5,959 33 
Taxes of 1885-1892 21.727 59 25,240 82 

" 1893 53103 53103 
" 1897 1,702 57 
" 1898 2.283 19 26,134 86 
u 1889 27,31135 

$77,262 13 $ 66,813 75 
Balance against the city 30S,200 05 329,040 89 

$385,462 18 $395,854 64 
The harvest is a relative reduction in the balance against the city of 

$20,840.84. 

The City Council directed the Auditor to eliminate from his ac­
counts the taxes of 1885 to 1892 inclusive, amounting to $21,-
727.59. The resources, as they will be stated in his report, will be 
$21-,727.59 less than stated above, or $55,534.54, and the balance 
against the city will appear as $329,927.64, instead of $308,200.05, 
the difference being exactly the worthless taxes dropped from the 
statement. 

I have shown, as a harvest, a relative gain of $20,840.84. 
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By referring to the Auditor's monthly statement for the twelve 
months ending February 28. it will be seen that the balance of the 
expense account is $11,290.84. And he gives reduction of debt, 
$!).550.00, which is composed of expense account carried to the 
sinking fund, S3,050.00, and the appropriation to pay maturing 
bonds, 86,500.00. 

Adding these items: 
Balance expense account $11,290 84 
Sinking fund 3 050 00 
Bond appropriation 6.500 00 

We find the same harvest $20,840 84 

The real harvest is $14,340.34, the gain in. the expense account, 
and the amount carried to the, sinking fund. The $6,500.00 was 
provided for by assessment. 

By referring to the Auditor's report the loss and gain item of 
$3,335.71 will be noticed in the expense account. The item means 
that that amount of taxes of 1897 and 1898 were regarded as 
worthless, and were abated by the Assessors. The amount was 
necessarily charged to the expense accouut, and were it not for that 
fact the unexpended balance would be $14,626.55 instead of 
SI 1,290.84. 

I might make this claim, and also show the payment of bills of 
previous years, and in other ways figure out a showing which would 
look very finely, but its value would be purely a matter of looks, 
ornamental but useless. 

I have given to this subject more attention than its importance 
requires. I have done so because many of our citizens entertain 
doubts that such a reduction of the net debt, as the accounts show, 
is possible. I will therefore state that for every bill contracted dur­
ing the year past, which comes over to the present, there was paid 
at least a like amount which came over from the previous year, so 
that the one will balance the other. I may add that I am not 
anxious to exaggerate the past, because unless prevented by the act 
of God or the public enemy I intend that the coming year shall beat 
the record. 

But enough in this key, let us change to the present, and inquire 
as to the future. 

THINGS THAT'MUST BE DONE. 

There are some appropriations to be made which, being simply 
the requirements of law, the City Council must raise the money by 
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taxation. And there are others so mandatory in their nature that 

little is left to the judgment of the City Council as to the require­

ment. 

Some of these items are as follows: 

State tax 
County tax, estimated same as last year 
Schools required by law 
School buildings, repairs and insurance. 
Free text books 
Cony High School 
Interest on city debt, coupons 
Interest on trust funds 
Rent of City Building 
Water contract, hydrant rent, about. • 
Street lighting contract,- about 
Support of insane 
Lithgow Free Library 

$77,043 76 
This amounts to about one-half of the tax levy of last year, not includ­

ing abatements. 
Of the city 6 per cent, bonds of 1875, $300.00 are due and out­

standing, $7,000.00 mature July 1, and the 4 per cent, bonds of 
1890, amounting to $6,000.00, also become due July 1, making the 
total $13,300.00. $4,050.00 of these bonds have been provided 
for by the sinking fund, $300.00 may be paid from the cash in the 
treasury, and the remaining $8,650.00 must be raised by taxation. 
This will be $2,150.00 more than was raised last year for payment 
of the debt. 

SCHOOLS. 

The management of our schools is such as to leave little to be 
desired. The common or suburban schools under the charge of the 
School Committee, the Cony High School under the control of the 
same committee, with the addition of the committee appointed by 
the City Government, the Village and Williams Districts in charge 
of the respective Boards of Directors, have produced results both 
in the quality of educational work and in financial management 
which it would be difficult to equal, and would seem to be impos­
sible to surpass. 

If all could be consolidated under one board of management, and 
that board as free from selfish interests or political bias as each of 
the present sub-divisions are now, our school system would be as 
nearly perfect as would be possible in human affairs. 

I recommend to your serious and careful consideration whether 

822,205 08 
9.072 08 
8,421 60 

300 00 
100 00 

6,000 00 
13,705 00 
1,840 00 
2,200 00 
2,500 00 
7,200 0(1 
2,500 00 
1,000 00 
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the appropriation for common schools may not be somewhat in­
creased, in order that in the apportionment of funds, injustice may 
not be done to the Village and Williams Districts without most 
seriously impairing the deficiency of the suburban schools. 

HIGHWAYS. 

There is no interest of the whole or any part or class of our citi­
zens which is not directly affected by the condition of our streets 
and highways. A system of improvements should be inaugurated 
which will be carried on from year to year, without being liable to 
change, suspension or interruption at the caprice of a new Street 
Commissioner, Mayor or Committee on Highways. It should not 
be open to objection of enormous and burdensome outlays in par­
ticular sections, but should provide for some improvement upon 
each of the roads leading into the city every year, beginning at the 
Kennebec Bridge and extending in every direction. 

It is unnecessary for me to go inlo details of such a system, but 
I earnestly recommend that you take prompt action in order that 
the matter may be thoroughly discussed with a view that the City 
Council may unanimously ask for the necessary legislation at the 
next session of the legislature. 

Guide Boards.—It will be your duty to make suitable appropria­
tion for the erection upon our streets and highways of the guide 
boards required by law. This must be attended to as soon as the 
frost is out of the ground. 

The particular highway work which should be dqne this year 
should receive early consideration, and I commend to your atten­
tion the report upon this subject of Alderman Carver, chairman of 
the Committee on Highways the past year, with the paper annexed. 
The report and paper are submitted herewith as Documents A.&B. 

Sewers.—Plans for a general system of sewers have been per­
fected during the year. An account of sewers constructed will be 
found in the report of the Street Engineer. 

DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTS AND EXPENSES. 

There is no system of accounting by the several city officers 
worthy the name of accounts. The bills approved by certain 
officers are presented to the Auditor for examination, but no one 
knows the condition of any department. Bills are presented months, 
and even years after the date of the transaction, approved by the 
officer who should have attended to the case at the time. The result 
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is that appropriations are to a considerable extent used in paying 
old bills while the work for which they were made must be crippled 
or the account overdrawn. This is a'll wrong. I would suggest 
that each officer be required to render a monthly report of all ex­
penditures in his department with a schedule of bills and an affida­
vit that the schedule was an accurate statement of all bills con7 

tracted in his department. If, from any cause beyond his control, 
an officer could not obtain any particular bill, I would have, him 
certify to the fact and state the amount of the bill, if known, or the 
approximate amount if the exact amount was not known. 

Make the appropriation of a department to include also the sala­
ries of all officers of such department. Stop payment when the ap­
propriation is exhausted, and thus cut off the salary of an officer 
who exceeds his appropriation. 

Require of every officer a monthly account of office or other ex­
penses. 

Require every officer collecting or receiving money on account of 
the city to pay the same to the Treasurer forthwith, and notify the 
Auditor of such payment. 

Require all purchases to be made on an order in writing by the 
officer making the purchases. 

SALARIES. 

I call upon every officer of the city, elected or appointed, or may 
be elected, to make it one of his first duties if in his opinion the 
salary is insufficient to come to the City Council forthwith and 
show cause why he should have more. Any city officer who can 
satisfy the City Council that injustice is done him in his salary, 
should do so at once. But any bill or order based upon extra ser­
vices or additional duties required by law or otherwise presented 
after the regular meeting in May, will receive that unqualified ob­
jection from the Mayor which requires two-thirds of the City Coun­
cil to overcome. 

So far as possible I advise that the appropriations for salaries be 
added to the respective departments. 

For instance : To the appropriation for school buildings, repairs 
and insurance, I would add "school supervision" and add the salary 
of the Superintendent and Committee. 

To the Fire Department Pay Roll I would add the Chief and As­
sistant Engineer. And so on through the several departments. 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 

I suggest and advise that each officer be required to keep an ac­
count of official expenses. Take as an illustration : 

The Assessors : Cost of blank books, advertising, stationery, etc. 
Require the Assessors to render the account to the Auditor. 

The Treasurer's Office: Advertising, printing, blank books, sta­
tionery, express, postage, an account showing the amount of the 
respective items, salary of Treasurer and Collector. Let this ac­
count be rendered to the Mayor and Aldermen once a month. 

I would take up the Auditor's Office, Mayor, Overseer of Poor, 
Board of Aldermen and Common Council and all departments in a 
similar manner. 

The sole object of this is to know the cost of conducting these 
offices and to inform the public for the reason that to turn the pub­
lic eye upon expenses is to reduce them to the lowest terms. 

WEDGE HILL—BANGOR STREET. 

More than ten years ago the late Hon. James Bridge, by an 
agreement with the City Council gave land for the improvement of 
the street near St. Barnabas Chapel. The late James Bridge ful­
filled his part of the agreement but the city has not entirely com­
pleted its part. The hill north of the chapel is to be cut away for 
a short distance to the street line and the large rocks removed to 
prepare for a sidewalk. My attention was called to this matter by 
Mr. Joseph H. Bridge last fall, but it was then late and the appro­
priation exhausted, and Mr. Bridge consented to have the comple­
tion of the work go over to this Spring. 

I repeat the following from my address of last year : 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

" N o money shall be paid from the treasury unless the same be 
appropriated by the City Council, and upon a warrant signed by 
the Mayor," is the language of the city charter.. 

Section 1, chapter x v n , City Ordinances, provides as follows : 
"The moneys raised and appropriated for specific purposes in< 

the annual estimates by the City Council, other than compensation 
to city officers and payment of city liabilities by reason of matured 
debts, and interest on the city debt, shall be expended only on the 
written requisition to,the Mayor by the officer or committee having 
charge of such expenditure, and the requisition shall state the rea­
sons therefor, that the Mayor may determine how large a sum the 
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interests of the city require to be expended at tha t time. But the 
Mayor shall approve no requisition in excess of the appropriation 
then remaining unexpended, until the City Council shall have made 
further appropriation for that purpose." 

Every officer or committee having charge of an expenditure is 
requested to carefully read that ordinance, if convinced that it is 
understood, act accordingly; if there is any doubt, act just the 
same, call on the Mayor with the requisition before spending the 
money. 

PUBLIC LAWS OF 1895. 

"Any city officers, elected or appointed by the City Council, or 
appointed by the Mayor and Aldermen, shall discharge their re­
spective duties under the direction and control of the Mayor and 
Aldermen." 

I trust it will not be necessary for the Mayor and Aldermen to 
control any officer, and that the only directing required will be that 
resulting from frequent interchange of views and that cordial co­
operation in the one object and desire, to obtain the best results at 
the least expense. 

CONCLUSION. 

I wish to express my appreciation of the services of the city 
officers who have rendered faithful and efficient services the past 
year. Whatever of good has been accomplished should be placed 
to their credit. 

The year has gone ; the harvest is ended. The hopes, the prom­
ises, the mistakes, the results have been swept into the receding 
tide of the past and are gone. 

Of the past City Government this can be said, and it is all that 
need be said : They did what they could, they reduced the debt ; 
they lived within their income. 

Gentlemen of the present City Council, go thou and do likewise. 
Do better if you can. 

SAMUEL W . L A N E , Mayor. 
AUGUSTA, March 19, 1900. 
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DOCUMENT A. 

HON. SAMUEL LANE, MAYOR OF AUGUSTA: 

Dear Sir:—In accordance with your request I inspected the streets and 
highways of the city last fall for the purpose of ascertaining their con­
dition, and with a view of securing such data as would enable me to sub­
mit to your consideration, for the benefit of the next City Council, an esti­
mate of the amount of money that should be raised the coming year for 
ordinary repairs and permanent improvements of the highways and side­
walks. 

The vast loss and inconvenience to all our citizens, caused by bad roads 
and poor sidewalks, far exceeds the yearly tax paid for improvements 
thereon. That a poor road is a direct tax upon every person who passes 
over it cannot be more forcibly shown than by the statement of Gen. Roy 
Stone, Director of the Office of Road Inquiry in the United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture, which is quoted at the close of this report. 

The earnest endeavor of every one connected with road repairs and per­
manent improvements thereon should be directed to the study of 
every detail in the interest of economy in their work. This feature 
of road building cannot be too often or too earnestly impressed 
upon the attention of our street commissioners and city engineers. 
The report quoted sets forth in a clear light the extravagance 
and waste arising from inexperience and want of study iu building 
roads from crushed rock, commonly termed macadam roads. I 
have tried to maintain, during the past two years, the proposition 
that from six to eight inches of crushed rock is sufficient for any 
street in the city, but in almost every instance from twelve to twenty-
four inches have beeu dumped upon the highways in making permanent 
improvements. The best authorities, speaking from actual experience, 
.declare that six or eight inches of macadam is amply sufficient, safe and 
economical for all roads where macadam may be used. 

On this basis I shall make the estimate herein submitted: 
East side. 

1st. Cony Street, from the City Building to the macadam put on in 
1899. This piece of highway should be covered with macadam 8 inches 
,deep from ditch to dicch. 

2d. The sidewalk on the north side thereof should be rebuilt in a per­
manent manner on a true line and grade. 

3rd. Bangor, Stone and Cony Streets, where they meet at the square 
near the watering trough, should be graded down so as to obliterate the 
depression caused by the grade established on the new work put in at 
that point last year. 

4th. Stone and Hospital Streets are in a very bad conditiou; and in 
view of the amount of travel over them should be put into first class con­
dition. Macadam to the depth of 6 inches and 12 feet wide should be laid 
here the coming year. The fine crushed rock not needed on the roadway 
.could be economically used on the sidewalks along these streets. 

5th. Maple Street needs a macadam crown to the traveled way 6 inches 
.deep and 12 feet wide. It evidently needs to have its grade corrected and 
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established, a work which may involve such outlay and delay as may not 
render it advisable to include that street in the estimate of this year . 

6th. Middle Street sidewalk should be ditched on the back side t h e 
entire length, and be thoroughly repaired. 

7th. The extension of Bangor street from the Grammar School build­
ing to the brook beyond Pettengill's Corner should be graded up and 
coated with crushed rock. The preliminary work of grading might be 
commenced this year. 

It is manifestly impossible to do all this work this year. I shall there­
fore confine my estimates to the following items, viz.. 

1. Cony Street, macadamizing and grading •' $1,500 00 
2. 'Cony Street sidewalk, rebuilding and grading 500 00 
3. Cony Street junction, grading ' 400 00 
4. Stone and Hospital Street, macadamizing 2,800 00 
5. Middle Street sidewalk, the construction 300 0O 

$5,500 00 

On the West side. 
1st. Ehines Hill should be macadamized with crushed rock 8 inches deep 

from ditch to ditch. A sewer for surface drainage should be put in next 
to the Electric Railway track with chimneys every fifty feet, into which 
the water from the electric track and traveled way could run. 

2d. Green Street from the top of Rhines Hill to State Street should be 
graded down and macadamized with 6 inches of crushed rock spiead 12 
feet wide. 

3d. Commercial Street from Oak to Bridge Street should have a sur­
face sewer put in on the side next the railway, aud should be t reated to 
a coat of crushed rock 6 inches deep. 

4th. That portion of Water Street extending north from Edwards 
Block to Bond brook is muddy, rough and uneven. This should be graded 
and paved, or treated with crushed rock mixed with paving pitch. 

5th. The sidewalks on Sewall Street from Wiiithrop Street to Western 
Avenue should be repaired and put ou grade. 

6th. The north end of State Street should be graded and macadamized 
from Wiiithrop to a point beyond Bridge Street. I believe a coat of 
crushed rock 6 inches deep and 15 feet wide would be all sufficient for th i s 
street. 

7th. That portion of Western Avenue exteuding from Sewall Street to-
Gannett 's dwelling house should be macadamized at an early date. T h e 
road is continually breaking down and washing away. The absence of a 

.permanent sewer upon this street may delay this work beyond this year. 
8th. Sidewalks are needed on Chestnut and Dayton Streets for t he 

proper accommodation of the residents. 
Estimates. 
1. Rhines Hill and Green Street to State, grading and mac-

adamizing $2.600 00 
2. Commercial Street 1 (JQQ QQ 
3. North Water Street, paving 2000 00 
4. Sidewalks, Sewall Street '3OO 00 
5. Sidewalks, Chestnut and Dayton Streets 300 00 
6. North State Street, macadamized 1 500 00 

$7,700 00 
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I believe that the city should adopt a more liberal and enlightened pol­
icy iu reference to country roads. On the east side we have three great 
thoroughfares leading into the country. Who can count the loss to the 
city arising from neglect to make the Togus road of easy grade and 
tolerable condition. This can be done at the cost of a few thousand 
dollars, perhaps now wasted in temporary repairs. The River road by 
the wise use of gravel on its sandy portion can be made one of the 
best roads in the State. The* Belfast road can be made much easier by 
careful grading. 

On the West side a thousand dollars spent in grading down the hills on 
Western Avenue especially Hussey Hill and the hill near Whitten's would 
pay fourfold the cost within half a decade. We have the beautiful Bond 
Brook road that can be easily made a great thoroughfare by the expen­
diture of five hundred dollars yearly lor a few years in the grading 
down its hills which now stand like a Chinese wall between our mer­
chants and the people of Sidney, Belgrade, Ji t . Vernon and Rome. I 
would suggest that a small sum appropriated for general repairs be set 
aside for grading our country roads. 

For general repairs and snow bills for the East side I recommend the 
same sum as was appropriated last year. For the West side I recom­
mend an increase of one thousand dollars for general repairs and of 
five hundred for snow bills over last year 's appropriations. 

Sincerely yours, 
L. D. CARVER, Chairman Committee on Streets. 

' February 20. 1900. 

DOCUMENT B. 

N O T E S AND COMMENTS.—COST O F GOOD R O A D S AND LOSS F R O M 

B A D R O A D S . 

In a paper re^ad before the Engineers ' Club of Philadelphia recently, 
Gen. Roy stone, Director of the Office of Road Inquiry in the United 
States Department of Agriculture, discussed "'Various Phases of the 
Road Question," says Municipal Engineering. From data obtained 
from over 10,000 letters of inquiry, General Stone deduced certain 
figures, referring to the average length of haul from the farms to mar­
ket or shipping points, the average weight of load hauled and the aver­
age cost per ton for the whole length of the road. The figures tabu­
lated, are :is follows: 

Avpn-p Pint T o t a ' Ave™ge 

$0 32 $1 89 
27 1 86 
31 2 72 
25 3 05 
22 1 94 
22 5 12 
25 3 02 

Group of States. Average Haul, 
Miles. 

Average 
Weight, 
Pounds. 

Ea stern 5 9 2,216 
Northern G 9 
Middle 8 8 
Pot ton 12 o 1,397 
Prairie 8 8 2.409 
Pacific Coast and Mtn. 23 3 2,197 
Whole United States 12 2,002 
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Assuming the correctness of the data, and using the census return of 
farm products and mineral outputs and estimating incidental traffic, Gen. 
Stone arrives at a total of 313,349,227 tons as representing the total annual 
movement over country roads. At the average cost, $3.02 per ton, the 
grand annual cost of haulage on public roads amounts to $946,414,665.00. 
Not including the loss of perishable products for want if access to market 
when prices are good, and the uselessness of cultivating certain products 
which depend upon the markets being always accessible, statistics of the 
cost of operating foreign highways, and the data obtained from the good 
country roads existing in th s country, would indicate that nearly two-
thirds of the above cost is directly chargeable to bad roads. The enforced 
idleness of men and horses during a large part of the year is another item 
which should be charged to bad roads. The negative or hostile attitude 
of the rural population towards all effective legislation in this direction is 
an obstacle also to road improvements in this country while another is the 
general over-estimate of the cost of such improvement. 

A few years ago the macadam j-oads of New Jersey cost .$10,000 per 
mile; now equally good roads are being built for $3,COO, even where rail­
way transportati' u of material is required, and in localities better 
supplied with road material, and where a narrower is deemed sufficient, 
$1,500, or even less, will make a mile of good stone road. Experience 
has demonstrated the fact that in most country districts a single stone road, 
8 or. 10 feet wide, with a good earth road on one or both sides, is more 
generally satisfactory than a wider road of macadam. 



REPORT OF CITY TREASURER. 

AUGUSTA, March 1, 1900. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council: 

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit my report of the 
,receipts and disbursements of the City Treasury for the year ending 
February 28, 1900. 

Yours respectfully, 

J . R. T O W N S E N D , City Treasurer. 
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City T r e a s u r y 

Cemeteries I 30.00, 
City Bonds 
City rooms and buildings 
Cony High School I 2.35 
Fire Department 
Highways, Eastern Dist 
Highways, special, E. Dis t . . . 
Highways, Western Dist 
Interest.". | 29.87 
Licenses 
Licenses, d o g . . . . 
Lithgow Library 
Miscellaneous | 23.70 
Pensions 
Printing and advertising 
Salaries 
Sewer assessments 27.00 
Support of insane, etc 8.21 
Tax of 1897 109.10 

1898 1,749.47 
1899 

Support of poor i 138.04 
Tax deeds, resident ' 20.78 

" '• non-resident I 
Temporary loans 10,000.00 
Village Dist. tax of 1897 4.50 

" 1898 1 91.85 
" 1899 

Williams District I 164.1G 
Williams Dist. tax of 1897.. . . 1.15 

" 1898. . . . 44.20 
" 1899. Balance Mairli 1, 1899, 

March. April. 

25.00 

45.13 

291.95 

May. 

95.00 

60.00 

24.49 
20.00 

320.00 

1.50 

June . 

491.00. 164.00 

143.65 55.03 
2 414.53 1,185.35 

82.00 31.91 
21.51 271.97 
14.16 31.51 

20.00 

1.50 

40.54 
60.00 
35.00 

1,516.87 

40.00 

66.08 
1,332.72 
1,323.67 

448.11 
14.16 

7,000.00 5,000.00 7,000.00 
6.15! 8.08 5.54 

115.86 99.46 75.05 
8.90 2.00 127.84 

2.10 
75.83 

2.91 
23.72 

1.00 

17.CC 
41.45 
42.26 
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Receipts, 1899-1900. 
Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Total. 

10.00 10.00 
40,000.00 

20.00 10.00 •• •• •• 205.00 
40,000.00 

95.00 25.00 173.00 12.50 390.50 
•• 125.00 •• • •• 125.00 252.35 

1.50 
6.00 • • • • 

42.00 
•• 24.00 

42.00 
33.00 ' 9.70 21.42 90.00 124.50 431 37 
25.80 49.26 286.66 50.63 158.08 25.69 98.23 854.54 
20.00 40.00 •• ib.oo •• 10.00 20.00 201.00 

401.00 
100.00 .. 1,000.00 .. .. .. 1,100.00 
•• 3,135.50 4.00 • • 5.00 11,715.35 

1,926.00 
213.50 16.907.37 

1,926.00 
• • •• 2.00 5.00 12.00 

493.63 
6.00 11.00 36.00 

493.63 
164.00 85.00 42.00 30.00 242.00 447.26 1,782.26 

PIT8.21 
72.78 82.07 97.23 144.47 129.37 75.00 1,018.37 

1,030.69 1,629.43 4,914.07 940.06 1,434.57 140.85 340.60 18,276.21 
77,153.35 25,361.34 2,864.34 4.470.31 2,616.88 1,330.00 1,482.83 128,099.03 

78.00 76 17 196.89 9.94 202.91 516.37 2,130.82 
52-32 32.49 

5.15 • • 

119.43 94.00 253.22 638.07 
5.15 

42,000.00 
5.47 "5.52 1,00 2.58 4.50 5.04 52.18 

50.50 63.53 169.78 43.40 37.23 6.35 19.65 808.17 
4,113.55 1,186.79 219.28 225.32 177.62 

22.50 
98.08 74.28 6,773.21 

205.82 
' 50 1.90 1.00 6.95 5.00 40.05 

33.39 36.77 60.00 13.24 52.33 ' 90 95 405.80 
1,633.79 946.04 63.12 250.16 54.80 38 92 31.06 3,422.70 

84,530.82 72,915.17 9,878.71 6,393.06 5,449.83 16,251.55 3,657.09 268,932.31 
3,399.22 

72,915.17 9,878.71 6,393.06 5,449.83 16,251.55 3,657.09 

272,331.53 

2 
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City Treasury 

Cemeteries 
City rooms and buildings 
Cleaning Water Street 
Common schools 
Contingent 
Cony High School 
County t ax 
Coupons 
Fire Department 
Highways, Eastern Dist. . . . 
Highways, special, E . Dist . . 
Highways, Western Dist 
Highways, special, W. Dist . 
Hydrants and water 
Interest 
Kennebec Bridge 
Licenses, dog 
Lighting streets 
Lithgo w Library 
Memorial Day 
Park 
Pensions -
Police 
Printing and advertising 
Reduction of debt 
Saint Mark's Home 
Salaries 
Sanford Legacy 
Sewers 
Sinking fund 
Snow bills, Eastern D i s t . . . 

" " Western Dist . . . 
State tax 
Stationery and blank books 
Support of insane, etc 
Support of poor 
Temporary loans 
Village District 
Williams District 

March. Amil . 

62.41 

1,053.28 
614.96 
515.44 

2,545.00 
165.19 
102.71 

155.05 
102.58 

591.75 

9.00 
397.75 

486.13 

28.38 

791.57 
1,608.66 

735.73 

1,044.89 
447.21 

Balance Feb, 28, 1900 
11,457.69 

2.00 
90.10 

114.01 
682.24 
634.60 

67.00 
780.20 
4.00 

78 65 

May. June. 

77.50 
25.62 
67.50 
500.15 
341.15 
575.05 

2,140.00 
153.27 
90.05 

527.22 

21.61 1.80 

59175 591.75 
575.00 
200.00 

300.00 
432.28 
404.60 

1,789.09 

64.20 

811.72 
1.277.68 

290,45 
37.40 

537.21 
707.29 

2,134.18 
469,27 

54.00 
375.50 

3.00 

168.31 

176.02 
413.20 

59.93 
72.50 

698.98 

186.93 
752.25 

66.50 
16.57 
46.50 

519.18 
189.07 
502.01 

158.00 1,152.00 
182.26 
718.94 
200.00 
694.95 
438.87 

1,241.67 

11.10 

591.75 

134.00 
279.00 
3S2.50 

91.43 

289.73 
819.89 

212.47 241.81 

12,301.72 8,846.49 

52.20 
67.40 

102.03 

711.84 

3.505.26 
568.36 

12,793.48 

88.91 
99.88 

21.35 
547.41 
514.17 

287.88 
85.00 

19,598.: 
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Disbursements , 1899-1900. 
Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Total. 

103.50 50.00 8.50 3.00 4.00 315.00 
43.63 122.73 258.22 113.95 36.80 525.13 86.47 3,677.85 
46.50 57.00 45.00 45.00 99.75 27.75 494.25 
67.10 46.75 626.63 59.25 1.294.69 103.91 585.76 5,339.21 

111.48 889.92 1,273.34 114.06 252.78 122.65 173.92 5,295.50 
391.92 585.97 791.03 641.65 

4,000.00 
496.27 

5,072.08 
600.43 492 00 6,257.72 

9,072.08 
385.00 265.00 2,678.00 1,440.00 121.00 1,994.00 2,100.00 15,045.00 
289.21 3S0.72 562.73 327.16 259.64 646.86 298.49 5,593.49 
421.75 736.18 77.80 275.78 160.88 95.24 32.00 3,972.83 

1,220.40 1,075.20 1,136.14 386.18 108.48 .. 40.59 4,383.80 
841.57 1,639.04 711.98 686.45 368.87 219.57 106.83 6,691.36 
430.30 5S.74 566.07 474.10 98.88 

1,179.17 
2,514.65 •• 4,887.94 

2,420.84 
21.45 422.91 465.97 
12.07 25.82 373.99 369.23 

391.00 
7.50 
10.00 

4.00 •• 818.46 
401.00 

421.56 547.31 .. 937.30 583.84 594.65 587.47 6,630.88 
100.00 

57.00 
•• 

576.94 
• • 

500.00 2,251.94 
200.00 
191.00 

84.00 351.00 135.00 39.00 270.00 210.00 1,926.00 
386.13 417.10 365.16 340.13 362.40 372.00 382.13 4,580.68 

1.25 474.05 27.35 
300.00 

300.00 

24.50 18.50 1,056.68 
6,500.00 
589.73 

599.70 1,352.23 1,631.09 456.08 593.80 2,142.65 
90.00 

185.79 11,733.64 
90.00 

69.80 660.54 544.04 325.83 
4.050.00 

12.85 378.73 19.30 2,557.95 
4,050.00 

167.19 199.80 23.40 7.80 ' 33.40 34.20 85.46 2,471.67 
297.98 162.26 28.73 79.35 20.17 36.00 

21,914.63 
299.56 4,390.87 

22,205.08 
21.97 1*1.81 293.49 . . 12.00 20.50 580.48 
8.00 585.90 2.00 1.00 15.00 639.14 2,408.16 

344.50 568.82 558.70 660.85 439.10 529.44 443.98 6,913.40 
40,000.00 42,000.00 • - .. 82,000.00 

700.99 2,241.60 1,081.40 1,881.83 421.36 1,347.80 1,185.83 16,019.95 
377.86 770.18 459.79 924.54 737.17 675.44 518.60 6,785.67 

47,966.81 56,119.68 15,184.98 19,605.46 13,362.38 35,722.23 8,306.32 261,266.08 
11,065.45 

272,331.53 



COLLECTOR'S REPORT. 

AUGUSTA, March 1, 1900. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council: 

GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to submit my report as Collector 
of Taxes for the municipal year ending February 28, 1900. 

TAX OF 1897. 

Balance due March 1, 1899 $1,522 81 
Cash collections $943 37 
Abatements 374 56 
Discount in settlement 129 88 
Cash paid by Collector in se t t lement . . . 75 00 

$1,522 81 

T A X OF 1898. 

Balance due March 1, 1899 $24,244 71 
Cash collections $18,276 21 
Abatements 2,831 27 
Resident tax deeds 1,052 40 
Non-resident tax deeds 86 26 

$22,246 14 

Balance due March 1, 1900.. $1,998 57 

T A X OF 1899. 

Committed June 16, 1899 $171,082 95 
" supplementary 1,093 66 

$172,176 61 
Cash collections 128,099 03 
Abatements 15,343 59 
Discounts 3,605 95 

$147,048 57 

Balance due March 1, 1900 $25 128 04 

Respectfully submitted, 

J . R. T O W N S E N D , Collector. 



REPORT OP INSPECTOR OF CITY BRIDGE. 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Augusta: 

In my annual inspection of the iron structure of the Kennebec 
bridge, I was requested to look after the condition of the piers and 
lumber covering the bridge, particularly the hard pine, or bottom 
plank and stringers. My findings are as follows : 

I find no signs of weakness or wearing in any part of the iron 
structure. We hear frequent comments on the vibration of the 
bridge, particularly the long span, which is absolutely unavoidable 
in any span of that length. Our scientific bridge engineers claim 
there is more danger to the iron by being too rigid than to have a 
certain amount of motion. The camber, or crowning of the 
bridge, is as marked as it'ever was, which proves the falsity of the 
wearing theory. The rollers on which the bridge rests provide, in 
a great measure, for all vertical motion of the bridge. 

"While relaying the surface plank it gave a fine opportunity to 
ascertain the true condition of the bottom, or hard pine plank and 
stringers. I found the stringers in excellent condition. Some of 
the bottom plank I found weakened by decay, caused in a great 
measure by being laid too closely together, which caused continual 
dampness, and means rot. 

I would suggest here, whenever the bridge is replanked the bot­
tom plank be laid from one-half to three-fourths of an inch apart 
so water can escape easily from surface, avoiding constant damp­
ness. 

Wherever I found decayed timber in bottom plank I had it taken 
out and new timber put in its place, which makes it perfectly safe 
and secure for some time to come. The bridge has had a thorough 
coat of paint; every part of the iron was made accessible to the 
painter's brush. Mr. Getchell took pains in doing a thorough and 
satisfactory job, which he did to the satisfaction of your Inspector. 

On my inspection of the piers I found a place in the inner crib 
of the east pier where the cement or concrete had been worn away 
from some cause. The hole was filled with Portland cement and 



22 CITY OF AUGUSTA. 

crushed rock and thoroughly tamped, which makes it as complete 
as new. The extreme low water gave a fine chance to examine the 
piers, and to do any needful work required of that nature. 

I would recommend placing some large rocks at the head of each 
pier, as a protection or safeguard against logs and ice in time of 
high water. 

All of which I cheerfully submit, 

M. r. LEIGHTON, Inspector. 
AUGUSTA, Oct. 25, 1899. 



REPORT OF ASSESSORS. 

To the Honorable Mayor and the City Council of Augusta : 

We herewith submit our report as Assessors for the year 1899 

City Valuation—Assessed. 

Resident real estate $3,631,710 00 
Non-resident real estate 1,526,995 00 
Resident personal estate 1,773,702 00 
Non-resident personal estate 100,854 00 

Total $7,033,261 00 

Village District Valuation—Assessed. 

Resident real estate $2,478,230 00 
Non-resident real estate 746,704 00 
Resident personal estate 1,198,552 00 
Non-resident personal estate 71,524 00 

Total $4,495,010 00 

Williams District Valuation—Assessed. 

Resident real estate $668,771 30 
Non-resident real estate 225,435 00 
Resident personal estate 470,528 00 
Non-resident personal estates 18,050 00 

Total $1,382,784 30 

poll tax $3 00 
poll tax 1 00 
poll tax 50 

Number of polls, city 3.105 
Village dist. 1,900: 
Williams Dist. 630 : 

Rate of taxation per $1,000, city 23 00 
Village District 1 50 
Williams District, 2 80 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

State tax $22,205 08 
County tax 9,072 08 
By order of City Council 13M.052 60 
Overlay for fractional divisions $1,753 19 

Total $171,082 95 
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Village District assessment: 
Amount voted to be raised $7,500 00 
Fractional overlay 1,144 20 

Total- ~ ®8,644 20 

Williams District assessment: 
Amount voted to be raised $3,659 00 
Fractional overlay 528 38 

Total $4,187 38 

Committed all of the above taxes to James R. Townsend for col­

lection, with our warrants in due form of law, June 16th, 1899. 

i We have made supplementary taxes as follows : 

City $1,093 66 
Village District 75 26 
Williams District 8 48 

Total $1,177 40 

We have abated to James R. Townsend, Collector, taxes to the 
following amounts for the years following: 

CITY. VILL. DIST. WILL. DIST. 

Taxes for the year 1897, $ 374 50 $ 63 99 $ 11 70 
1898, 2,831 27 283 26 38 24 
1899, 15,343 59 190 86 181 55 

SCHEDULE OP CITY PROPERTY. 

City farm and buildings $6,000 00 
Atlantic engine house and lot 600 00 
Capitol hose house, State street 400 00 
Cushnoc engine house and lot 1,500 00 
Pine Tree hose house, Bangor Street 150 00 
Volunteer hose house, Northern Avenue 150 00 
City scales and building, Commercial Street 500 00 
About 2 1-2 acres of land west end Capitol Street 1,500 00 
About 1-4 acre of land near Britt's gully 100 00 
Furniture in City Hall and rooms 3,000 00 
Par t of City Hall lot 1,000 00 

C. B. BURLEIGH, ) Assessors 
F . L. FARRINGTON, [ of 
C. W . J O N E S , ) Augusta. 

JANUARY 10; 1900. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
LITHGOW LIBRARY. 

AUGUSTA, MAINE, March 1, 1900. 

To the City Council of Augusta: 

The undersigned, Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the 
Lithgow Library and Reading Room, respectfully submits the fol­
lowing report for the year 1891): 

The past year has showed an increased interest in the library, 
and the number of our citizens availing themselves of its benefits is 
constantly growing. This is especially true of the people living in 
the country districts; many of them are just beginning to realize 
that the advantages of the library are open to them as well as to 
those living within the limits of the city proper. 

During the past year the library has received a most welcome 
gift of §1000 from Mr. Eben C. Stanwood of Boston, a native 
of Augusta, the income of which is to be devoted exclusively 
to the purchase of books. This fund has been placed with 
the city, with the agreement that the city pay to the library 
annually interest thereon at the rate of 5 per cent. This will be 
of material aid to the book fund. 

I submit herewith the report of the Treasurer, Mr. R. E. Good-
win, and of the Librarian, Miss Julia M. Clapp, for the year 1899. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LESLIE C. CORNISH, 

Secretary of Board of Trustees. 

REPORT OF LIBRARIAN. 

AUGUSTA, December 31, 1899. 

To the Trustees of the Lithgow Library and Reading Boom: 

GENTLEMEN : I have the pleasure of presenting to you the 
Librarian's report for the year 1899. 

The number of books in the library at the present time is 7,547. 




