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MAYOR'S ADDRESS.

Gentlemen of the City Council :

We have been chosen by the legally expressed voice of the peo- -
ple to administer the affairs of the city for the ensuing year, and
cbedient to that call we are assembled according to law Lo organize
the fifty-first City Council of the city of Augusta.

For the fourth time called by my fellow citizens to the chair of
the chief execative of this city, [ should be lacking in the common
attributes of manhood did I not feel the deepest sense of gratitude
for the honor coaferred, and especially for the repeated expression
of confidence of my fellow citizens, who year after year have hon-
ored me with an increased majority. 1 invoke the aid of the Su-
preme Ruler and earnestly pray that I may be endowed with wisdom
1 50 execute official duties that that confidence may not be shaken
or impaired.

“I am but a little ¢hild; I know not how to go out or come in.”

*(Give, therefore, thy servant an understanding heart to judge
thy people, that I may discern between good and bad.”

This was the sense of self-abasement and the prayer of the wisest
ruler of history, and should teach us the important lesson, that
however established we may be in our opinions, however suie
of our position, we may be but as a little child, we may need an
understanding heart to discern between good and bad.

To most of you the dulies of members of the city governtnent are
not unfamiliar. Neatly ail of the Board of Aldermen, and z ma-
jority of the entire Council, bave served in some previous City
Council.

I pledge you my earnest co-operation in your endeavors to con-
serve the public welfare, that in the future, few may hope to equal,
and none to surpass, your geod works.

FINANCIAL.

OUn the 20th of March, 1899, as I took the oath of n;ﬂ'i'ce, my
thought was, ‘*What shall the harvest be?”’ and an answer whis-
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pered, *Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”
If thou soweth sloth, and ease, and neglect, the harvest shall be

extravarance, and debt, and dishonor.
the harvest shall erown the year with fatness.

It thou sowest good seed

What is the harvest? I submit a statement of the city’s

March 1, 1900, and Mareh 1, 1899,

LIABILITIES.
Allowed claims, unpaid warrants........ % U4TH T4
City bonds..... Ceaenme v arieiee e <o 333 300 00
City notes. temporary loans..... . . i}
Coupons uopaid. ... ...euans tesanaans 1,885 00
Kennebee & Franklin R. R. Co -------- .- 5.000 00

. 4,782 44
37,750 09

Accoant of schools. . .vouvivniien
Prust funds. cvves creirecriiniaiisranss
Dog licenses......... Cereersasiresasaans

$285,462 18
The rescurces were as follows:

RESOURCES.

Marveh 1, 1900,

Cash in treasury .ocecvceecs =nson o eere & 11,085 45
Cash in sioking fund..cooeonvniaoaen 4,051 00
Due from cities and towns.«ocveves vas-n 431 60
i State of Maine.....ovcaavai v an 35
s AH &G R R Coveannnnnas 231 50
Sewer assessments unpaid. .. ..ol 2,469 24
Tax deedd.-vvees cinnsr irriionrianrnes aans G.524 83
Taxes of 1855-1802. v vvevuurrsivrennnans 21.727 59
LLIR 54 - 2 531 03

LD 13}
b 1808, serree tinrnravanes nassenn 2233 19
L 1T TN 27,311 335

$77.2602 18

Balance against the ¢ity. oo i oot 308,200 05

F385. 462 18

¢ 2,834 94
299,500 00

#395,854 64

March 1, 1899,
$ 3.399 22

997 35
781 32
175 75
1,588 30
5,059 38
25,240 82
551 08
1,702 57
26,131 26

& 66,813 75
329,040 39

——

$395,854 64

The harvest is a relative reduction in the balance against the city of

S20,540.84.

The City Council directed tbe Auditor to eliminate from hig ac-
counts the taxes of 1885 to 1892 inclusive, amounting te $21,-
727.59. ‘The resources, as they will be stated in his report, will be
$21,727.59 less than stated above, or $55,534.54, and the balance
against the city will appear as $329,927.64, instead of $308,200.05,
the difference beibg exactly the worthless taxes dropped from the

statement.

I have shown, as a harvest, a relative gain of $20,840.84.
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By referring to the Auditor’s monthly statement for the twelve
months ending Fehruary 28. it will be seen that the balance of the
expense acconnt is $11,200.84. And he gives reduction of debt,
£9.550.00, which is composed of sxpense aceount carvied to the
sinking fund, $3,050.00, and the appropriation to pay maturing
bonds, £6,500.00,

Adding these items:

Balance expense account-..... e iaer aaeeas e cvieeeans $11,200 84
BT Y T 3 050 00
Boud ApPropristitth- v cveeniivne i iirrrriicies vnvaruinraesaaes 8500 00

We find the same harvest. oov v i inrienerin crnnn . .;20,840 84

The real harvest is $14,340.84, the gain in the expense account,
and the amount carried to the, sinking fund. The $6,500.00 was
provided for by assessment.

By referring to the Auditor’s report the loss and gain item of
$3,335.71 will be noticed in the expense account. ‘The item meauns
that that amount of taxes of 1897 and 1898 were regarded as
worthless, and were abated by the Assessors. The amount was
pece-sarily charged to the expense account., and wece it not for that
fact the unexpended balance would be $14,626.55 ivstead of
£11,290.84,

I might make this claim, and also show the payment of bills of
previous years, and in other ways figure out a showing which would
look very finely, but its value would be purely a mautter of looks,
ornamental but useless.

I have given to this subject more attention than its importance
requires. I have done so because many of our citizens entertain
doubts that such a reduction of the net debt, as the accounts show,
is possible. I will therefore state that for every bill contracted dar-
ing the year past, which comes over to the present, there was paid
at least a like amount which came over from the previons year, so
that the one will balance the other. I may add that I am not
anxious to exaggerate the past, becanse unless prevented by the act
of God or the public enemy I intend that the coming year shall beat
the record,

But enoongh in this key, let us change to the present, and inguire
as to the future.

TreiNegs THAT Must BE Doxk.

There are some appropriations to be made which. being simply
the requirements of law, the City Council must raise the money by
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taxation. And there are others so mandatory in their nature that
little is left to the judgment of the City Council as to the require-
ment.

Some of these items are a8 follows:

BEAEE TAK v v e v rore tavennsrrersratpnanasn raseaasnyrrans ronves $22,205 08
County tax, estimated same 2g last year --------- saseierens 9-03{ gg
5chools required Dy 18W .. vveae ornreuiiiiniii oo, cevvareas 842 o
School buildings, repairs a.nd insurauce eraarae aar e varenn . 303
Free text books. ..... Ceeaes 100 00
tony High School., - «oeveivnriiiins vnniirennenenoes ceseee 6,000 00
Interest on city debt, COUPOBN&-..ccn covinssiiiiarns creseenas 13,705 00
Interest on trust fands . c.oovsvavrorisrnneaaas Ciesrersan toan },?4000
Rent of City Building . ..... covervn e aretcasarsearann raa . 2,%00 (1]
Water eontract, hvdrant rent, about.... .......... Ceearaan veres 2,500 00
Streetllghtmg-,ontract B T Y v 1 I
Support of insane........... B L TR e P erere 2,500 00
Lithgow Free Library.. ... veraveeraanis R Ceeaaeaaaas vee 1,000 00
$77,043 76

This amouuts to about one-half of the tax levy of last year, not includ-
ing abatements.

Of the city 6 per cent. bonds of 1875, $300.00 are due and out-
standiog, $7,000.00 mature July 1, and the 4 per cent. bonds of
1880, amounting to $6,000.00, also become due July 1, making the
total $13,800.00. $4,050.00 of these bonds have been provided
for by the sinking fund, $300.00 may be paid from the cash in the
treasury, and the remaining $3,650.00 must be raised by taxation.
This will be §2,150.00 more than was raised last year for payment
of the debt.

ScHooLs.

The management of cur schools 13 such as to leave littlte to be
desired. The common or suburban schools under the charge of the
School Committee, the Cony High School under the control of the
same comuittee, with the addition of the committee appointed by
the City Government, the Village and Williams Districts in charge
of the respective Boards of Directors, have produced results both
in the quality of educational work and in financial management
which it would be difficult to equal, and would seem to be impos-
sible to surpass.

If all could be consolidated under one board of management, and
that board as free from selfish interests or political bias as each of
the present sub-divisions are now, our school system would be as
nearly perfect as wounld be possible in human affaivs.

I recommend to your serious and careful consideration whether
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the appropriation for common schools may not be somewhat in-
creased. in order that in the apportionment of funds, injustice may
not he done to the Village and Williams Districts without most
seriously impairing the deficieney of the suburban achools.

Higewarvs,

There is no interest of the whole or any part or class of our citi-
zens which is not directly affected by the condition of our streets
and highways. A system of improvements should be inaugurated
which will be carried on from year to year, without being liable to
change, suspension or interruption at the eaprice of a new Street
Commissioner, Mayor or Committee on Highways. It should not
be open to objection of enormous and burdensome outlays in par-
ticnlar sections, hut should provide for some improvement upon
each of the roads leading into the city every year, beginning at the
Kenoebec Bridge aud extending in every direction.

It is nonecessary for me to go info details of such a system, but
I earpestly recommend that you take prompt action in order that
the matter may be thoroughly discussed with a view that the City
Counncil may unanimously ask for the necessary legislation at the
next session of the legislature.

Guide Boards.—It will be your duty to make suitable appropria-
tion for the erection upon our streets and highways of the guide
boards required by law. This must be attecded to as socon as the
frost is out of the ground.

The particalar highway work which should be daqne this year
should receive early consideration, and I commend to your atten-
tion the report upon this subject of Alderman Carver, chairman of
the Committee on Highways the past year, with the paper annexed.
The report and paper are submitted hevewith as Documents A.& B.

Sewers.—Plans for a general system of sewers have been per-
fected during the year. An account of sewers constructed will he
found in the report of the Street Engineer.

DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTS AND EXPENsES.

There is nc system of accounting by the several city officers
worthy the name of accounts. The bills approved by certain
officers are presented to the Avnditor for examination, but no one
kpows the condition of any department. Bille are presented months,
and even years after the date of the transaction, approved by the
.officer who should have attended to the case at the time. The resul$
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is that appropriations are to a considerable extent used in paying
old bills while the work for which they were made must be crippled
or the account overdrawn, This is dll wrong. I would suggest
that each officer be required to render a monthly report of all ex-
penditures in his department with a schedule of bills and an affiida-
vit that the schedule was an accurate statement of all bills con;
tracted in his department. If, from any cause beyond his control,
an officer could not obtain any particular bill, I would have, him
certify to the fact and state the amount of the bill, if known, or the
approximate amount if the exact amount was not known.

Make the appropriation of 4 department to include also the sala-
ries of all officers of such department. Stop payment when the ap-
propriation is exhausted, and thus cut off the salary of an officer
who exceeds his appropriation.

Require of every officer 2 monthly account of office or other ex-
penses,

Require every officer collecting or receiving money on account of
the city to pay the same to the Treasurer forthwith, and notify the
Auditor of such payment.

Require all purchases to be made on an order in writing by the
officer making the purchases.

SALARIES.

I eall upon every officer of the city, elected or appointed, or may
be elected, to make it ove of his first duties if in his opinion the
salary is insufficient to come to the City Council forthwith and
show cause why he should have wmore. Any tity officer who can
satisfy the City Council that injustice is done him in his salary,
should do so at once. Buf any bill or order based upon extra ser-
vices or additional duties required by law or otherwise presented
after the regnlar meeting in May, will receive that unqualified ob-
jection from the Mayor which requires two-thirds of the City Coun-
cil to overcome,

8o far as possible I advise that the appropriations for salaries be
added to the respective departments.

For instance : To the appropriation for achool buildings, repairs
and insurance, I wonld add “*school supervision” and add the salary
of the Superintendent and Committee.

To the Fire Department Pay Roll I would add the Chief and As-
sistant Engineer. And 80 on through the several departments.
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MisceLLANEOUS EXFENSES.

1 suggest and advise that each officer be required to keep an ac-
count of official expenses. Take as an illustration :

The Assessors: Cost of blank books, advertising, stationery, etc.
Require the Assessors to render the account to the Auditor,

The Treasurer’s Office: Advertising, printing, blank books, sta-
tionery, express, postage, an accouat showing the amount of the
respective items, salary of Treasurer and Collector. Let this ac-
connt be rendered to the Mayor and Aldermen once a month.

I would take np the Auditor’s Office, Mayor, Overseer of Poor,
Board of Aldermen and Common Council and all departments in a
similar manner.

The sole object of this is to know the cost of conducting these
offices aed to inform the publie for the reason that to turn the pub-
lic eye upon expenses is to reduce them to the lowest terms.

Wepee HiL—BaNGorR STREET.

More than ten years ago the late Hon. .James Bridge, by an
agreement with the City Council gave land for the improvement of
the street near St. Barnabas Chapel. The late James Bridge fal-
filled his part of the agreement but the city has not entirely com-
pleted its part. The hill north of the chapel is to be cut away for
a short distance to the street line and the large rocks removed to-
prepare for a sidewalk. My attenticn was called to this matter by
Mr. Joseph H. Bridge last fall, but it was then late and the appro-
priation exbausted, and Mr. Bridge consented to have the comple-
tion of the work go over to this Spring.

I repeat the following from my address of last year:

AFPPROPRIATIONS,

*No money shall be paid from the treasury unless the same be
appropriated by the City Council, and upon a warrant signed by
the Mayor,” is the language of the city charter, .

Sectlon 1, chapter xvii, City Ordinances, provides as follows :

“#“The moneys raised and appropriated for specific purposes in
the anonual estimates by the City Council, other than compensation
to city officers and payment of city liabilities by reason of matured
debts, and interest on the city debt, shall be expended ounly on the
written requisition to.the Mayor by the officer or committee having
charge of such expenditare, and the requisition shall state the rea-
gons therefor, that the Mayor may determine how large a sum the
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interests of the city require to be expended at that time. But the
Mayor shall approve no requisition in excess of the appropriation
then remaining unexpended, until the City Council shall bave made
further appropriation for that purpose.”

Every officer or committee having charge of an expenditure is
requested to carefully read that ordinance, if convinced that it ie
understood, act accordingly; if there is any doabt, act just the
same, call on the Mayor with the requisition before spending the
money.

PusrLic Laws oy 1835,

“Any city officers, elected or appointed by the City Council, or
appoiuted by the Mayor and Aldermen, shall discharge their re-
spective duties under the direction and control of the Mayor and
Aldermen.”

I trust it will not be necessary for the Mayor and Aldermen to
control any officer, and that the only directing required will be that
resulting from frequent interchange of views and that cordial co-

operation in the one object and desire, to obtain the best results at
the least expense.

CONCLUSION,

I wish to express my appreciation of the services of the ecity
officers who have rendered faithful and efficient services the past
year. Whatever of good has been accomplished should be placed
to their credit.

"The year has gone; the harvest is ended. The hopes, the prom-
ises, the mistakes, the results have heen swept into the receding
tide of the past and are gone.

Of the past City Government this can be said, and it is all that
need be said: They did what they could, they reduced the debt;
they lived within their income.

Gentlemen of the present City Council, go thon and do likewise.
Do better if you can,

SAMUEL W. LANE, Mayor.
Avcusta, Mareh 19, 1900,
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DOCUMENT A.
HoN. SAMUEL LANE, MAYOR OF AUGUSTA:

Dear Sir;:—In accordance with your request I inspected the streets and
highwuys of the eity last fall for the purpose of ascertaining their con-
dition, and with a view of securing such data as would enable me to sub-
mwit to your consideration, for the beoefit of the next City Couuncil, an esti-
mate of the amount of money that should be raised the coming year for
ordinary repuirs and permanent improvements of the highways and side-
walks.

‘The vast loss aud inconventence to all our citizens. caused by bad roads
and poor gidewalks, far exceeds the yearly tax paid for improvements
thereon. That a poor roud is a direct tax upon every person who passes
over it cannot be more forcibly shown than by the statement of Gen. Roy
Stone, Director of the Office of Road Inquiry iue the United States Depart-
went of Agriculture. which iz quoted at the ¢lose of this report.

The earnest endeavor of every one connected with road repairs and per-
manent improvements thereon should be directed to the study of
every detail in the interest of economy In their work. This feature
of road building caonot be too often or too earvestly impressed
upun the attention of our street commlssiouvers and city engineers.
The report quoted sets forth in a clear light the extravagance
and waste arising from inexperience and waat of study in building
roads from ecrushed rock, commonly termed macadam roads, I
have tried te maintaln, during the past two years, the proposition
that from six to eight inches of crushed rock i3 sufficient for any
street fu the city, but in almost every iunstance from twelve to twenty-
four inches have been dumped upou the highways in making permanent
improvements. ‘The best authorities, speaking from actual experlence,
declare that six or eight inches of macadam i3 amply sufficient, safe and
economical for all roads where macadam may be used.

On this basis I shall make the estimate herein submitted :

East side.

1at. Cony Street, from the City Building to the macadam puat on in
1899. This piece of bighway should be covered with macadam 8 inches
Adeep frowm diteh to dicch.

2d. The sidewalk on the north side thereot should be rebuilt in a per-
mauent manner on a true line and grade.

3rd. Baogor, Stone and Cooy Streets, where they muet at the square
pear the watering trough, should be graded down so as to obliterate the
depression caused by the grade established on the new work put in at
that point last year.

4th. Stone and Hospital Streets are in a very bad condition; and in
view of the amount of travel over them should be put into first class con-
dition. Macadam to the depth of 6 inches and 12 feet wide should be laid
here the coming year. The fine croshed rock not needed on the roadway
.could be economically used on the sidewalks along these streets.

5th. Maple Street needs a macadam crown to the traveled way 6 inches
deep and 12 feet wide. [t evidently needs to have its grade corrected snd
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established, a work which may involve such outlay and delay as may not.
render it advisable to Include that street in the estimate of this year.

gth. Middle Street sidewalk should be ditehed on the hack side the
entire Yength, and be thoroughly repaired.

7th. The extension of Bangor street from the Grammar School build-
ing to the brook beyond Pettengill’s Corner should be graded np and
coated with crushed rock. The preliminary work of grading might be
commenced this year.

It is manifestly impossidle to do all this work this year. 1 shall there-
fore confine my estimates to the following items, viz. .

1. Cony Street. macadamizing and grading. ... . oiirere Sle-.. 81,500 00
2. Cony Street sidewalk, rebuilding and grading.....- e 300 00
3. Cony Street junction, gradlog. ... ciunevorrn iraeaann. 100 00
4. Stone and Hospital Street. macadamizing.......... seensees 2,800 00
6. Middle Street sidewalk, the construction...... Crataaecaeens 300 00

8$5.500 00

On the West side.

1st. Rhines Hill should be macadamized with crushed rock 8 inches deep
from ditch to ditch. A sewer for snrface drainage should be put in next
to the Electric Railway track with chimneys every fifty feet, into which
the water from the electric track and traveled way could run,

2d. (3reen Street from the top of Rhines Hill to State Street shouhl be
graded down and mucsdamized with 6 inches of crushed rovk spread 12
feet wide.

3d. Commerecial Street from Oak to Bridge Street should have a sur-
face sewer put in on the side next the railway, avd should be treated to
a coat of erushed rock § inches dcep.

4th. That portlon of Water Street extending north from Edwards
Block to Bond brook is muddy, rough and uneven. This should be graded
and paved, or treated with erushed rock mized with paviog pitch.

5th. The silewalks on Newall Street from Winthrop Street to Western
Avenue should be repaired and put ou grade,

6th. The north end of State Street should be graded and macadamized
from Winthrop to a polnt beyond Bridge Stireet. I believe a coat of
crushed rock § inches deep aud 15 feet wide would be all safficient for this
street,

7th. ‘That portion of Western Avenne extending from Sewall Street to-
Gannett’s dwelling house should be macadamized at an early date, The
road i continually breaking down and washing away. The absence of a
.permanent sewer upon this streec may delay this work beyond this year.

8ch. BSidewalks are needed on Chestnut and Dayton Streets for the
proper accomwmuodation of the residents.

Estimates.

1. Rhives Hill and Green Street to State, grading and mac-
adamizing...ov savevivnnnns F N cere.. BRGO0 00

2, Commercial Street........ rreaanees heaena deraraenaas veee 1000 00

3. North Water S1reet, PAVIBE - oovvverrrvrseoriireinrirrr 2000 00

4. Sidewalks, Sewall BEPEOL « . vvttiiee viiirrense canene anes ‘30000

6. Sidewalks, Chestont and Dayton Streets“.............‘.....
6. North State Street, macadamized .veevovvviinonnnnnrenvnns 1,§"oggg

$7,700 00
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I believe that the city should adopt a more liberal and enlightened pol-
iy in reference to enuntry roads.  On the east side we have three great
thovoughfares leading into the country. Who csn count the loss to the
city arising froem uneglect to make the Togus road of easy grade and
tolerable condition. This can be done at the cost of a few thonsand
dollars, perhaps now wasted in temporary repairs. The River road by
the wise use of gravel on 1te sandy portion can he made one of the
best roads in the State. The™ Belfast road can be made much eusier by
careful grading.

On the West side a thousand dollars spent in grading down the hills on
Western Avenue especially Hussey Hill and the hill near Whitten's would
pay fourfoll the ¢ost within half a decade. We have the beautiful Boud
Brook road that cao be easily made a great thoroughfare by the expen-
diture of five hundred dollars yearly for u few years in the grading
down its hills which aow stand like a Chinese wall between our mer-
-chants and the people of =idney, Belgrade, Mt. Vernon and Rome. [
would suggest that a small sumn appropriated for general repairs be set
aside for grading our country roads.

For general repairs and snow bills for the East side I recommend the
samne sum as wis appropriated last year. For the West side I recom-
mend an iocrease of one thousand dollars for general repairs and of
five hundred for smow bills over last year's appropriations.

Sincerely yours,
L. D, CARVER, Caxirinon Commitice on Streets.
" Febraary 20. 1900,

DOCUMENT B,

NOTES AxD COMMENTS.—COST OF (00D Roaps AND Loss From
Bap Roaps.

In a paper rgad before the Enginecrs' Club of Thiladelphia recently,
Gen. Roy Stoue, Director of the Office of Rowd Inquiry in the United
states Department of Agriculture, discussed “*Various Phases of the
Road Question,” says Municipal Engineering., From data cbtained
from over 10,000 letters of inquiry, General Stone deduced certain
figures. referring to the average length of haul from the farms to mar-
ket or shipping points, the average weight of load hauled and the aver-
age cost per ton for the whole length of the road. The figares tabu-
lated, are us fellows:

Total Avernge

T A‘:erage Average Cost Co-t Per Ton i
Group of States. Ax (‘h‘ﬁi;f aul, Il’:)ﬁingdhsl‘u P%re?_,ﬁilltés. i olel ; en ath gll;
i Al
Eastern 59 2,216 $0 32 1 3%
Northern 69 27 136
Middle 88 31 2 72
Cotton 12 6 1,397 5 305
Prairie 88 2,400 23 194
Pacific Coast and Min. 23 3 2,197 o] 512
Whoie United States 12 2,032 26 302
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Assuming the correctpess of the data, and using the census return of
farm products and mineral outputs and estimating incidental traffic, Gen.
Stove arvives at a total of 313,349,227 tons as vepresenting the total annual
movement over country roads. At the averasze cost, $3.02 per ton, the
grand annual cost of haulage on public roads amounts to $916.414,665.00.
Not inctuding the loss of perishable products for want £ access to market
when prices are good, and the nselessness of cultivating certain products
which depend upen the markets being always accessible, statistics of the
cost of operating foreign highways, and the data obtained from ihe good
country roads exirting in th 8 country, would indicate that nearly two-
thirds of the above cost is directly chargeable to bad roads. The enforced
idleness of men and horses during a large part of the year {s another item
which should be charged to bad reads. The negative or hostile attitude
of the rural population towards all effective legislution in this direction is
an obstacle also to road improvements in this country while another is the
general over-estimate of the cost of such improvement.

A few years ago the macadam roads of New Jersey cost $10,000 per
mile; now equally good roads are being built for $3.000, even where rail-
wuy trapsportati- n of maierial is required, and in localities better
supplied with road material, and where a purrower is deemed sueffivient,
$1,500, or even less, will make a mile of good stone road. Experlence
has demonstrated the €act that in most country districts a single srone road,
8 or.10 feet wide, with a good earth road on one or both sides, is more
generally satisfactory than a wider road of macadam.



REPORT OF CITY TREASURER.

Avcusta, March 1, 1900.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:

GENTLEMEN : ] have the honor to subwit my report of the
xreceipts and disbursements of the City Treasury for the year ending
Febroary 28, 1900.

Yours respectfully,
J. R. TOWNSEND, City Treasurer,
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City Treasury
March. | Apeil. | May. | Jupe. | July.

Cemeteries . voaurcvvnrnanans 30.00 . 95.00 20,00 10.00
City Bonds.coeeeriasnnnnans. .. .. e .. e
City rooms and buildings.... . 25.00 60.00] ..
Cony High School. .......... 2.35 . .- .. .-
Fire Department..covevvaaas . . .. 1.50 .
Highways, Eastern Dist..... . ‘- . 18.00
Highways, special, E. Dist... . . . .
Highways, Western Dist..... . . .. .. 152.95
Interesb...c.oounn PN . 29.87 45,130 2449 40.54 20.16
LiCenses, ss casearcacarasrens .- .. 2000 60.00 31.00
Licensges, dog.cceunven.onn, . . 320.00 35.00 36.00
Lithgow Library ............ . .. .. .
Miscellaneous,. .. ...ovu . cens 23,701 291.03 1.50] 1,516.87
Pensious.eirvieann.on. ve e ..
Prioting and advertising..... .. e .
Salaries.cv.vvnaas hrresaaans .. T . e
Sewer assessments.........- 2700 £91.00. 16—1.0[J| 40.00) 30.00
Sapport of insane, ete....... 8.1 R T e
Toax of 1897 e vevervnnvnranns 10%.16,  143.65 ﬁs‘nzai 66.08|  43.53

N ;64 CARRSAEERIRERELE 1,740.47] 241458 1,185.85! 1,332.73( 1,163.87

A - T . 82.00 3191, 1.323.67(11,382.40
Support of PoOr...vv v iinss | ldsng| 2151 27197 448.11] 170.81
Tax deeds, resideant...... eeed 2078 1436 3151 I8 ..

“ o noweresident....... .. 1 ., .. .
Tensporary loans..-..-..e... 10, 000,00 7,000.00 5,000.00  7,000.00/18,000.00
Viltage Dist. tax of 1897..... 1.50 5,15 8.08 5.54 3.20

e “1898.....1 91LSF 11586 9946 75.05|  35.51

oot % 18R L B0 200 12584 539.55
Williams District. «uvervuaan. ‘ 164160 .. | .. e 19.16
Wiliiams Dist. tax of 1897.. 1.15' 210 2.91 17.46 58

' « * 1898..., 4120, 75.83:  23.72 £1.45 23.02
b * to1899.. .. [ 100" 4226 36155
27,060.89

Balance March 1, 1899,

12,4514 1&_737.7757,397.93 12.208.45

|
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Receipts, 1899-1900.

Aug. Sept. Oet. Nov. Dec. Jan, Feb. Total.
10.00 10,00 20,00 10100 ‘- . . 205,00
. 40,000.00 . . . e . 40,000.00
. 95.00 . . 25.00, 173.00 12.50 390.50
. 135.00) . . . ‘e 125.00 262.35
- . e . .- . e 1.60

6.00 . . . . . 24.00
. . . ' . 42,00 . . 42.00
33.00, 9.70 21.42, .. 90.00,  124.50, . 431 37
25.80 49.28| 286,66 50.63| 158.08 25.69 98.23 854.54
20,00, 40.00, . ‘e . 10.00 20,00 201.00
o . . 19.00] . . . 401.00

10000 .. 1,000.001 .. . . . 1,100.00
. 3.135.50 4.00, . 5.00011,7156.35| 213.50) 16.907.37
. . - . . 1,926.00 . 1,926.00

ve . 2.00! 5.00 12.00) 6.00 11.00 36.00 -
. . e " 493.63 . . 493.83
164.00 85.00 42.00: 30.00) .. 242.00) HT7.25) 1 ,7"82.26
. . . . . .. e 8.21
72.78 83.07 97.23| 14447 129.37 75.00 .. 1,018.37
1,030.69| 1,629.43 4,914.07) 940.06] 1,434.57} 140.85 340.60| 13,274.21

77,153.35/25,361.34| 2,864.34] 4.470.31| 2,616.88| 1,330.00| 1,482.83(128,009.03
78.00 7817} 196.89 .84 20291 616.87| 2,130.82

®

.. 52320 8249 .. 119.43)  94.00( 253.22)  638.07

.e .. 5.15 .. .e . . 5.15

. . . . .. .. | 42,000.00
547 5582 1,000 238 450 .. 5.64  52.18
5050 63.58| 169.78] 43.40( 37.23|  6.35) 19.63] 808.17
411355 1.186.79] 219.28| 23532 177.62( 98.08]  T74.28| 6,773.21
" .. . .. 2250 .. . 205,82
50, 190 .. 1.00| 695 .. 500  40.05

33.30| 8677 60.000 13.24| 52.33 90 93|  405.80

1,633.79  946.04] 63.12| 2560.18 54.80 38 92 31.06| 3.422.70

$4,530.8272,915.17| 9,878.71) 6,393.06 5,449.83|16,251.55| 3,657.09 262,93‘3.31
1399.22

272,331.53
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City Treasury

Cemeteries . vocesiassacrasans
City rooms and buildings....
Cleaning Water Street.......
Common schools .. coeuvrense
Contingent.. .o vove cvnerssnas
Cony High 8chool.....ovu0e

County taXe,ceerensrvensaner
COUPONS +rvvamurvannsrnannss
Fire Department....... PP

Highways, Eastern Dist.....
Highways, special, E. Dist...
Highways, Westers Dist.....
Highways, special, W. Dist..
Hydrants and water. v ..ceae
IBLEreBEL s rvavnr
Kennebee Bridge.....o «.ovs
Licenses, dog. +ceovere- vaens
Lighting streetg...... Cerenan
Lithgow Library.....co.oees.
Memorial Day..cconervrane.
PayE .ooevverans
Pengions.. «eeevnrsacrspnnon
Police, - ceveveivivans rerares
Printing and advertising. ...
Reduction of debt...........
Saint Mark's Home...... P
Salaries. coeiires ienaeiaa, .
Sanford Legacy...ovevernnes
BeWers. «eun- Cetraereaerranas
Sinlking fund. . .veveniraeans .
Snow bills, Eastern Dist...-.
s i Western Dist.....
BEATE tAZ 1 coarvranrrrsavans
Stationery and blank books..
Support of insane, ete,-..-...
Support of poor......... cens
Temporary loans.....ec..une
Village District.. . coeervrness
Williams District....orvcaves

Balanee Feb, 28, 1900,

March. | April, | May. | June. July.
. 200 77.50 $6.50) ..
62.41 o, 10]  25.62 16,57 2,206.22
. . #7.50 46.50 59.26

1,053.28) 114.01| 500,13 519.18 368.50

814.96| 682.24] %41.15] 189.07) 520.98
51544  634.60) 575.05) 502.01 31.35
2,545.00 §7.00(2,140,00]  158.00| 1,152.00
165.190 780,200 153.27] 182.26) 1,547.76
102,71 4.0 90,05l 718.94| 1,2567.50
. . . 200.00| 216.81
155.05 78 65| 527.23| 69495 661.18
102.58 . . 435.87; 203.75
. . .o 11,2417 -
. .. 21.61 . .
. LB0 .. 11.10 12.95
591.73 591.75) B91.75 H9LTH HILIS
.- . 575.00 . 500.00
.- . . 134.00 ..
9,00 300.00| 54000 279.00| 195.00
307.75| 432.28| 375.50] 38250 567.60
. 404.60 3.00 91.43 12.04}
.. .. .- “e €,200.00
. o . 289.73 ..
486.13| 1,789.09) 168.31] 810.89| 1,508.88
28.38 G4.20| .. 212.47| 241.81
791.57, 811.72) 178,02 52,20 83.91

1,608.66] 1.277.68| 413.20| 67.40 99.88
. 280,45 .. e .

. 37.40| 59.93| 102.03 21.35

. 537.211 72,50 - 547.41
735.78) 707.29| 698.98] 7i1.84| O514.17
1,044.89 2,134,18] 186.93] 3.505.26] 287.88
447,21 469,27 752.25| 568.36 25.00
11,457.68(12,301.72 8,846.49|12,793.48 19,598.84




REFPORT OF TREASURER.

Disbursements, 1899-1900.

Aug. | Sept. Oct, Nov, Dec. Jan, Feb. Total.

103.50 .. 50.00 . 8.50 3.00 4.00] 315.00
43.63 122730 258.22) 113.95 36.80) ©525.13 86.47| 3,677.85
46.50 57.00 45,00 45.00 99.75 27.75 . 494.25
67.10 46,75 626.63] 59.253 1.294.69) 103.91| 683.76| 5,339.21
111.48) 83$9.93| 1,273.34| 114.06| 252.78| 122.65| 173.92 5,295.50
392.92 583.97| 791.03] 641.65( 496.27 600.43| 49200 §,257.72
.- . . 4.000,00| 5,072.08 .- . 9,072.08
385.00( 263.00| 2,678.00| 1,440.00( 12100 1,994.00| 2,100.001 15,045.00
289,21 380.72; 562.73| 327.16] 2530.84| 646.86 298.49| 5.593.49
421.75] 736.18 77.800  275.78| 160.88 05.24 32.00| 3.972.8%
1,220.40{ 1,075.20| 1,136.14] 386.18| 108.48 . 40,59 4,383.80
841.57( 1,639.04| 7IL.98) 686,45 368.87 219.57 106.83 6,691.36
430,30, 55.74) 566.07| 474.10] 93.58| 2,514.63 . 4.987.94
= .. .. . 1,179.17] .. .- 2,430.84
21.45] 422.91 .. - s .- . 463.97
12.07 25.82| 373.99| 369.23 7.50 4.00/ . 218,46
e .. . 391.004 10.00 . . 401.00
421,56 547.31 . 937.30) 383.84 504.65] 587.47| 6,630.88
100,00 .. .. 576.94 ‘e 500,00 " 2,251.94
* . L) . L L} - gm-m
. 57.00 o . ve . " 191.00
84.00 351000 135.00 39.00|  270.00 00 .. 1,926.00
386.13] 417.10| 365.16) 340.13| g62.40) 37200, 382,13 4,580.68
1.23| 47405 27.35 . . 24.50) 18,50 1,056.68
. . 300.00 ‘e . o0 . - 6,522.02

. . . . 300, e . 580.7
599.701 1,352.23( 1,631.08 456.08] 593.80 2‘133-33 185.79 11,733.33
69.80| 660.54] 544.04| 395.83 12.85 378.73 19.30| 2,5657.95
e . . 4.050.00 . X . 4,050.00
167.1%  199.80] 23.40 7.80" 33.40 34.20 85.46) 2,471.67
29798 162.26 28.73 79.33 20.17 36.00 20056, 4,390.5%
‘e - ‘e . .. |21,914.63 23,205.08
21.97 11.81] 293.49 .- 12.00 .. 20.50) 580.48
8.00 .. 585.90 2.00 1.0 15.00  639.14| 2.108.16
34,500 568.82) 55870 660.85 435.10) 520.44)  443.98 6,013.40
40,000.00:42,000.000 - - o . . . 82,000.00
760.99" 2,241.60( 1,081.40| 1,881.83) 421.36( 1,347.80| 1,185.83| 16,019.95
377.860  770.18| 459.79) 92454 78T.AT!  675.44 518.60 8.V85.67
47,966.51|56,119.68{15,184.98119,605.4613,362.38|55,722.23| 8,306.32(261,266.08
11,065.45
272,331.53




COLLECTOR’S REPORT.

Avcusta, March 1, 1900.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:

GenTLEMEN : ] have the honor to submit my report as Collector
of Taxes for the municipal year ending February 28, 1900,

Tax orF 1897,

Balaoce due March 1, 1899..... e uas

Cash collections.c «aveveeaveaansaeseas $943 87

Abatements. .. .vsssesiroiransanaosa 374 56

Discount in settlement....veevesavins 129 88

Cagh paid by Collector in gettlement.. . 75 00

Tax or 1898,

Balance due March 1, 1899...........

Cash collections. « svovsnserannveneas »  $18,276 21

Abatements c vocevrerecvias frrsaaran 2,831 27

Resident tax deeds. coavvavenirannais 1,062 40

Non-resident tax deeds.....vovvciuas 86 26
Balance due March 1, 1900.,.......

Tax or 1899.
Committed June 16, 1899............. $171,082 95
# supplementary. covvaoeaass 1,093 66

Cash collections .. ...ovvauveiienenna. 128,099 03

Abatements . covevrriinniiniians sees 15,343 59

DchOuﬂtB ooooo L R N R NN 3’605 95
Balance due March 1, 1900........,

Respectfully submitted,

$1,522 81

$1,522 81

$24,244 71

$22,246 14
$1,998 57

$172,17¢8 61

$147,048 57

$25,128 04

J. R. TOWNSEND, Collector.



REPORT OF INSPECTOR OF CITY BRIDGE.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of Augusta :

In my aonval inspection of the iron struciure of the Kennebec
bridge, I was requested to look after the condition of the piers and
lumber covering the bridge, particularly the bard pine, or bottom
plank and stringers. My findings are as follows :

I find no signs of weakness or wearing in any part of the iron
structure. We hear frequent comments on the vibration of the
bridge, particularly the long span, which is absolutely unavoidable
in any span of that length. Our scientific bridge engineers claim
there is more danger to the iron by being too rigid than to have a
certain amount of motion, The camber, or crowning of the
bridge, is a3 marked as it*ever was, which proves the falsity of the
wearing theory. The rollers on which the bridge rests provide, in
a great measure, for all vertical motion of the bridge.

While relaying the surface plank it gave s fine opportunity to
ascertain the true condition of the bottom, or hard pine plank and
stringers. I found the stringers in excellent condition. Some of
the bottom plank I found weakened by decay, caused in a great
measure by being laid too closely together, which caused continual
dampuness, and means rot.

I would suggest bere, whenever the bridge is replanked the bot-
tom plank be laid from one-half to three-fourths of an inch apart
30 water can escape easily from surface, avoiding constant damp-
ness.

Wherever I found decayed timber in bottom plank I had it taken
out and new timber put in its place, which makes it perfectly safe
and secure for sowme time to come. The bridge has had a thorough
coat of paint; every part of the iron was made accessible to the
painter’s brush. Mr. Getchell teok pains in deing a thoreugh and
satisfactory job, which be did to the satisfaction of your Inspector.

On my inspection of the piers I found a place in the inner crib
of the east pier where the cement or concrete had been worn away
from some cause. The hole was filled with Portland cement and
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crushed rock and thoroughly tamped, which makes it as complete
a8 new. The extreme low water gave a fine chance to examine the
piers, and to do any needful work required of that nature.

1 would recommend placing some large rocks at the head of each
pier, as a protection or safeguard against logs and ice in time of
high water.

All of which I cheerfuily submit,

M. R. LEIGHTON, Inspector.
Aveusta, Oct. 25, 1899,



REPORT OF ASSESSORS.

. To the Honorable Mayor and the City Council of Augusta:
We herewith submit our report as Assessors for the year 1899 :

City Valuation— Assessed.

Resident real estate.............. $3,631,710 00
Nou-resident real estate,,........ 1,526,995 00
Resident personal estate.......... 1,773,702 00
Non-resident personal estate...... 100,854 00

Total.eevensenenonns $7,033,261 00

Village District Valuation—Adssessed.
Resident real estate.....ocovuv... $2,478,230 00

Won-resident real estate.......... 746,704 00

Resident personal estate......... 1,198,532 00

Non-resident personal estate...... 71,624 00
Total,oveenrennenn. $4,495,010 00

Williams Distriet Valuation—.dssessed.
Resident real estate....oove . vvens $668,.571 30

Non-resident real estate...c..v... 223,435 00
Resident personal estate....ouvvss 470,528 00
Non-resident personal eatates..... 18,050 00
Totals evvecnnavenan $1,382,784 80

XNumber of polls, ¢ity....--..8.105; polltax............ 83 00
Village Dist. 1,900 poll tax......oviis 1 00

Williams Dist, 6303 poll tax. ... ... A0

Rate of taxation per $1,000, city.cooecieiian i, 23 0D
Village District...........0ve 1 30

Williams Districtyecvevveeeess 2 80

APPROPRIATIUNS.
Bt taT e cee e riinenonnnnnoreannoaas  $22,205 08
County taxX...ovvuvennn. 9,072 08

By order of City Council.ive-veurcnvs, 135,052 60
QOverlay for fractional djvisions,.......  $1.753 19

P U7 P $171.082 95
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Village District assessroent: o
Amount voted to be raised. v.cooererrs $7,5600 00

Fractional overlay.. AR 1,144 20
Total oo cvvurenscanases $8.644 20
Williams District assessment :
Amounnt voted to be raised. ..., casens . $3,659 00
Fractional overlay..oesvseeriiaens fes 528 38
Totale coveavarnrocscane $4,187 38

Committed all of the above taxes to James R. Townsend for col-
lection, with our warrants in due form of law, June 16th, 1899.

We have made supplementary taxes as follows:

Iy e e e e e eemeee et sbeeraeseneane s ariananaas . 81,003 66
Village District.. covrnvvrnnteietisniirtonrssssanns 75 26
Williams District. o covevorrororanacrasesrsssssnae . 8 48

TOtRl 1ve e enan s erenseronenancnenssnsen $1,177 40

We have abated to James R. Townsend, Collector, taxes to the
following amounts for the years following :

CITY. VILL. DST. WILL. DIST.
Taxes for the year 1897, $ 874 50 $ 63 99 $ 1170
1898, 2,831 27 288 26 38 24
1899, 15,343 59 190 B4 181 53

ScrepuLe oF City PROPERTY.

City farm and buildings....evveereianinn, tressceses $6,000 0O
Atlantic engine house and lob..... ..........vess, . 600 00
Capitol hose house, State street.....ovevvvees.as teraen 400 00
Cushnoc engine house and 1ot v ovvieiiiinnrnerensnns 1,300 00
Pine Tree hose house, Bangor Street, o coveneeaa.. . 150 00
Volunteer hose house, Northern Avenue,....vvvvanes . 150 00
City scales and building, Commercial Street......... . 500 00
About 2 1-2 acres of land west end Capitol Street...... 1,600 00
About 1-4 acre of land vear Britt’s gully........... .o 100 00
Furniture in City Hall and rooms. ... .... PN serees 8,000 00
Part of City Hall lot......... PN Pebesatrarans +o 1,000 00

F. L. FARRINGTON, of

C. B. BURLEIGY, Assessors
C. W. JONES, } Augusta.

January 10; 1900,



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
LITHGOW LIBRARY.

Avcusra, Mamwe, March 1, 1900,
Ty the City Council of Augnsta :

The undersigned, Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the
Lithgow Library and Reading Room, respectfully submits the fol-
lowing report for the year 1899 ;

The past year has showed an jucreased interest in the libeary,
and the number of our citizens availing themselves of its benefits is
constantly growing. This is especially true of the people living in
the country districts ; many of them are just beginning to realize
that the advantages of the library are open to them as well as to
those living within the limits of the city proper.

During the past year the library bas veceived a most welcome
gift of $1000 from My. Eben C. Stanwood of Boston, a native
of Augusta, the income of which is to be devoted exclusively
to the purchase of books. This fund has been placed with
the city, with the agreement that the city pay to the library
annoally interest thercon at the rate of 5 per cent. This will be
of material aid to the book fund.

I submit herewith the report of the Treasurer, Mr. R. E. Good-
win, and of the Librarian, Miss Julia M. Clapp, for the year 1899,

Respectfully submitted,

LESLIE C. CORNISH,
Secretary of Board of Trustees.

REPORT OF LIBRARIAN.

Avogosta, December 31, 1899,
To the Trustees of the Lithgow Library and Reading Room:
GeNTLEMEN: I have the pleasure of presenting to you the

Librarian’s report for the year 1899,
The number of books in the library at the present time is 7,547,






