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'Mrs . JeYJ 'i.._ :: . Gray-1-

AI1EA 

;..0st of m.y stor.:.es !1:::.ve 11een col lected in Deblois , ~·hine. 

I wa~ oorn in ~eolois ~nj live1 there for ubout twenty year s 

of .n~' life . .l·lost of these stor:e s I have ~card since I was 

ol enough to r emember . 

:>rblois is R SJl'"'ll to·m cm -~'J!..lte 1q3 , between C:ierry-

.:'iE ld <:ind the 11 Airl i 1e '1 
' ~out e ' ) . T t was : ounded 'Jy ~ 

r 
pe0lcl s . •At one time it was a v~ry thr jvlng little town , 
-- -~ 
but a t the present only ?bout t en or eleven f ami l ies live 

t '1e re. There is no school. T' on0 boy w'10 'lttends school 

i s transported to Orier',.y:'ield. 2. ma jority of the inhab-

ital'.!.ts are retired, but the ones who a re not , go outside to 

work. ~s can be t old fr o. t he sc~ool s ituat i on , there a re few 

yo'J.ng people thereo Those :ho at tend ohuroh do so ct Cherr y­

f leldo Most of t he f amilies do enough f arming for thei:r own 

use . There are no telephones connected to the " outside" , and 

until the past year there were no electrict lights o Most of 

t he ~omes previously h• d gasoline ~owered gener ators . 

Debl ois has a l ways been ~uite a hunting country , wit h 

many sport s c oming in fr om out of s t ateo Many of the men have 

been, or are , guides to them. Blueberries in the summer now 

briag an undesirabl e group of Indians to the area 0 

f\ l" u 



(;.. q 
Mrs. Jennie M. Gray-2-

AREA {continued ) 

During the l ast two or three year s the mail has been 

delivered by an R.F .D. Carrier . Previous to this a stage 

r oute delivered mail , passengers , and f~eight. 
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In this i mmediate a rea the r e are l arge deposit s of 

Peat Moss 0 Some t~enty years ago one of the l argest peat 

processing pl~nt s in eastern Ma ine was loca ted i n this town. 

Fro~ an active little sawmil l town at the turn of the 

century , t he industry and porul ation have continued to 

dwL1dlc until it ' s now nearly a Ghost Towno No School , no church, 

no Post Office , no store , no industry , and very fe w people . 



G.q 
Mrs o Jennie M. Gra~3-

31 :G~ 'i..:PHY 

------­~· ::erri tt) 
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Jlyde Merritt was born in Eastbro o~ , ~aine on August 7, 

1911. ';hen he was about two ye'lrs 011 , he move1 wi t h his 

par~nts to Deblois , wher~ he .1as lived since . Hi e father 

a!'.!.d ._; ·~an1pare.nt s hfld spent t:1e ::'.l'>St of t1 1eir life t'1ere , 

also . His ~ot~er was born in E~stbrook , ~n1 lived there 

until he r ~a~riage . 

Jlyde ~as worked in the wo ~ds, on river drives , and now 

~as a truck with whi ch he plows snow in the winterand , in 

Jctwe !l t he storms oft en hauls l ogs . Jur ... ng the su 1 ·er '1e 

works on roal construction nPar by . 

f cvc-tl$-ia-&h.-
0.tkU~ 
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Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-4-

[ Zlfoq] Molass es Pond , in Eastbrook got i t s name from the I nd i a ns . 

Two of t hem were cross i ng t~e pond i n a canoe with a j ug of 

mo lasses . They upset the canoe and spilled the molasses into 

the pond. From t hat time i t has been ca lled 11 Molass es Pond" . 

Coll. : Deblois, Maine 

Novembe r , 1 963 

I nf ~ :Olyde ~ 
'-----.: ..:::-,,... _ - ---

B 



G-. q 151 05 
!IIrs . J ennie M. Gr ay_5_ 

( Fre1 D1vi~as just as odd as they come. When anyone in 
'--...;. 

the neighborhood got anything new, he was an~ry and would walk 

by on the o 1 ~osite s i de of t he road , sometimes f or weeks , 

according to how ITuch ·1e disliked what t~ey bought. One time 

.!other ~n~ Uad got a new phonograph . They were new , ~nd it was 

not to Fred ' ~ liking . For about two weeks, Prcd walked on the 

other side ~f t' e road, and would not look or come in tne 

yard. Flnally, he would edge back by settinE on the law~ , 

then on ~he s tore steps , qnl finally he came to listen to it. 

Be W3.S ~ i.., n!.:.y. 

Coll. : Deblois , ~~aine 

- Jfovember , 19 ~3 

Inf~~yde :'er~ 
B ~-

, 

l),{~ 
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<:a:re~ . .Da_vls anl ~i s Drother , Ben , was alw~ys fighting . I 

don ' t know w!lat they fought about. A~ything and everything , I 

guess. One time when .. 1e was sic~-{, Ben went down to see him, Ben 

[P25d.G. 3}riought that he was dying, and he was afraid that he would 

die wi t hout telling him i"There his money was hidien. He went 

into the roo'"', le::ine'i over his bed and asked, 11 Do you want to 

tell me anythint,? 11 Fred was too wise for him, though. He didn ' t 

tell him a thingl 

Coll.:Deblois, Maine 

November , 19)3 

rnte-;:erritt 

B 
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}!rs . Je nuie K. Gr.,Y-7-

I remember one time F,.PE'd. Davie was up here , it was 3.b out 
( - - _ __..,. 
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192), I guess . :r:1ere vas an eclipse of tD.e sun . He thought the 

0 110 0 J I W ~ ~ world was comins to ~n end. HA wouldn t stay ~lone . e was 

"O ... 'king down in the woods , I re·nember . He came down where we w.si.s . 

He walked right back and forth . qe knew the eclipse was co~in0 , 

but he was scq red just the same . !1e ' d wal k back and forth and 

say, 11 She ' s never comin ' b~ck, Boys. " He was some worried , now 

let me tell you . 

Coll. :Ueblois , Mai ne 

November , 1963 ----Inf. de Merritt 
-~ 

B 
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Mr s . Jennie P. Gra~8-

~8- Davi§ 'was awful ne rvous . I remember of hearing Dad te l l 

about Fred working in t he shingle mill. He used t o bunch shingles, 

and of course he was right beside the edger . He tied the shingl es 

and he had to tle them tight , so he would get right up on the 

table to put his weight on t hem when he went to bind them off . 

l'lell , this day: he was up t here, wh~n the belt to t he edger 

brolce.Of course he wa s up t here vith. h!s foot on that bunch of 

shingl es , and that old belt just a t hrashing around. Re didn ' t 

want to take his foot of~ the bunch, or rather , he couldn ' t, as it 

wa~ caught , ~nd the ~elt was trreshing r i ght &round h is head . He 

was sc~red to deqth. 

Coll. : Deblois , Maine 

November , 1 a.')3 

Inf .~ 
B 
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Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-9-

Towny Campbell used to peddle t hrough ler e , too. qe peddled 

brooms . He had a club foot. ~e didn' t wear a s~oe on it like 

(F Ss!] most peopl e with a cL.l.u foot d.o. He had a suitcase rig on it. 

[!:.: 51"}. t) A box t h ing for some reason. :-re peddled b r ooms , mops, brushes . 

I do11' t know, it r::iight have been the Fuller J r ushes . I remember 

hi~ ~or the club foot . 

I remember one t1m~ went up to U.<cle Be~t ' s . As 

went in t~rough the litt le shed t~~t was on t~e ~ouse , he 

wenJ· in to the house . The first thine t'1."'t le said was , " Is Towny 

J .""'./.)'"' 11 lead? " TJ l"le Bert thoug·1t h t. was crazy . But he had 

seen a broom on . is ,;;;;..y in , and thought of Towny . 

~all.:Deblois, Maine 

Jovember, 1953 

Inf . ~Clyde Merrity 

B 
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Hrs . Jennie M, Gray .10-

/ 
C'larl es ~a:t;i~l ...t.sed to peddle throug!l here . 'Ie sold Watkin ' s 

Products. 3e was a t~ll t~in fellow. He came with a horse and 

buggy. ~e had 0 suitcase rig that he carried ~is stuff in. He 

used to filC 110rses ' tePth, that is file them, etc. :r~d a 11 float" 

t hey c~lled it to ¥ix ttem with . 

Col l .: Deblois , Maine 

~rovember, 19C3 

Inf.:~ 
B 
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NOTE : I asked him about J ake t he J ew. I remember vague l y of 

his being t hrough t'1ere , '1.nd how ""'right ened I was of h im. I can 

r e.1ember no reason f or ray f c·1r . 

Oh , yes , J aY:e the Jew used t o be: t l-i rough here . Ile died not 

too many yearQ ~~~ . Ee used t o s t ay over to Aunt Lllen ' s. I c~n 

reme:nber one time he was "'c ere he had ~ s ick horse. Thn."- ' ,.... a b out 

a ll I can rere~ber . 

Col l . :Deblois, M~i-e 

November, 1 q,..3 

- -- -......... 
Inf.\: Clyde Herritt 
~---­B 



Hrs . Je'1nie i: . Gray -12-

NOT~ : I asked about the c-rt tha t is f~stened in the top 

of his barn. It is a small h~nd made two-wheeled cart . 

Yes, that cart was in the top of the barn when I bought 

the place.I bought the place fro~ 

~ LlbbyJowned it bef :e that. 

-- --~rge_!'ibr~ His father, 

I don ' t lrnow who o,.med it 
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before Ray~e did . I have as~ed several people, but they di1n ' t 

knof . It see~s that the p~op:~ who did had a little boJ. The 

father made the cart f oT him. rot long aft r , the little boy 

was killed , or died~ Aft · he d\ed, t~e f~ther put the cart in 

the t op of tlte barn, r.nd said it would ~ h•':i.ys stay there . Hhen 

he sold the house , he as.::.".i them not to take it down. When I 

bou&ht it, they asked ~e the same . It came down a few ye~rs 

ago , as tlte r ope had rotted, but we put it right back up there. 

It "On ' t come doW11 again. It has been there fo over a hundr<>d 

years. 

Coll. : Deblois, ~aine 

November, 10~3 -Inf . :~yde Mer!:..i tt. ::> 

B 

/) 
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f:e~ _Dav~.::~=)tas quite a charact er. He se l1.o!!l went anywhere 

~·Ti t'1out a I"' ck on his back . It was a ho:ne made knapsac~ , nade 

of an old grain bag . Everyone said it was full of money . 3e did 

have a lot of money. I remember one ~ ime, I t'1ink it was when 

I boL.gat t i'1is house , I "had to 'lave s ome monsy , so I went down 

<::!nd .... alked with Fred . Yes, he S"'lid he wo<.4ld let me have i t. He 

went ::.nt o t hst front ro om t hat h~ never used . !-1e a lways h3.d it 

piled up wit~ boxes and stuff . ~;e ll, I heard him moving boxes 

around in t here . Pretty soon, out he ca~e fi t h the money.Once 

in awhile when he wanted t o go fis -iing , or go so!!lewhere l ike 

th·.1 t , he wo'...lld bring his :pack in t ("t my mother and £'a ther and 

ask them to keep it . As f a r ~s I k' ow , they wer e t he only ones 

t hat he ever trusted with it. I often wondered what was in it , but 

I never fo und out. 

Joll. Deblois , Maine 

Novembe r , 1963 

Inf •\ : j l de~-
._.__ - ------

B 



(1N3 2J 

G . G/ 
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Do you know 1-ThEo r e t h e 011 Baco~ Place is? Hell , it i s out 

on the Airline . The other side of Hain River . _,ack when 6ld Man 

Bacon was a l ive , he was q_uite a man to scar e people. One night 

a tramp c~me through and wanted to stay. 1he old man s~id a ll right , 

he could stay. ~urin6 ~he evening Old B~con took out his knife and 

spent most of the evening whetting it t o a fine edge . When he was 

satisfied, he s tuck it into the window sill and said, "There , 

stay there! I "light need you before morning . " 

The tr~mp had t aken this a ll in, so after Bacon had finished, 

he t ook out Hifi knife, whetted it and stuck it into t he Vfindow 

s ill, saying , '' Stay t here , I might need yeu before morning . 11 Old 

Man Bacon had found one person he couldn ' t s care. 

Coll. ;Deblois, Maine 

Novemper , 2963 

Inf .; \qly~ 

B 
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Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-15-

Old Man Bacon , I don ' t know what his name was , was qui t e a 

man . They say he lugbe d all t he lumber to build his house with 

up through t he woods. He kept wo r k i ng on i t . He woul d lug some 

until he got tired , then he would put them down and go b~ck to 

get some more . He had boa rds and lumber all t he way a l ong. That ' s 

how he built his house . It was q_uite a ways up in there . I 

guess it was all of ten or t wel ve mi les . He lugged every bit of 

it on h.d. s back. 

Coll . Deblois, Mai ne 

November, 1953 
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I don ' t suppose yo1J.. remember tb.e ca ttle drives tha t t hey 

used to have do you ? I think t he l ast one must have been around 

1920 or 1921. They used t o m~ke a c~ ttle drive through here. They 

would send someone through to buy any cattle that were fo r S3.le , 

t \en in the f a ll t hey would come t~1roug1l and pick t hem up . I don ' t 

know who had it. They had a horse and wagon. They a l ways had a 

dog and three or four boys with them. They woul d take the cows to 

3~ngor to the sl~ughterhouse.The last one came t hrough ~t night. 

Eve r yone would know when they were cominb and keep t heir cattle 

tied up so they wouldn ' t ~et loose and follow the herd. 

Coll . Deb l ois , 1.fiaine 

November, 1963 

Inf .~e _Merritt 

B 
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You know they al ways say that a murdered per s on will come 

back to the s cene of the murder . Well , I know it to be true , as I 

[£ 1/l t/. 1) saw one. Thi s per son wasn ' t exactl y murdered , but was killed 

in an auto~obile accident. I t was on the Black ' s Woods Road , on 

Ll 334.2.l} tnat awful turn on t he Ellsworth s i de of the Fox ' s Pond . Well , 

I was coilling through there one night at just about midni ght . Of 

{t. SG-? . .;j 

re. l/ 2.5' iJ 
course they always come back at midnight . i'leJl , I came a r ound 

that turn and I s aw a woman coming toward me . I t was said that 

a woman had been beheaded in the a ccident , and so I knew that 

she was coming back to find he r head . She fmund it all right, 
{f.4 2z. 1.1. 1l1 

oecause I saw it l She had it right under her arml I a l most went 

out of t he road , i t startled me so . 

Cello Deblois , Maine 

E ~'J_'l,, \ . \ About 1950 ,_.. 

Inf . EhatlLe ... 11:e rri.U '.) 

B 

151 17 
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In 1928-?9 tne Jews from Bangor used to drive cows down 

to 3sr Harbor L .. the spri ng . The people down t here ~rnuld rent 

them for t~e summer. They didn ' t deliver nilK as tney dJ now. 

They used b drive them rignt down the :3ar :1%'1.rbor road. There 

were dogs with tl-iem. Finally around 1928 or so the caes got 

so thick that t hey couldn ' t do it. They ·-ro:.J.ld drive them down 

in the spring and back in the fall . They used to buy ot~ers as 

they went ilong and drive them right along to the slaughterhouse 

to be uded for beef. 

As late as 1930 , people in Bangor t.sed to own cows . Every 

morning some of t".leJt would drive cows right across the Bangor-

Brewer uri dt,e to pasture them in Bre\·Ter . Ur Tfhere mJ fa t'1.er 

built his house used to be used as a pasture . At nig~t they would 

drive them be.ck . I don ' t know why t'ley dion ' t milk them right there 

in the pasture , but they didn ' t. 

8011. ;Columbia Falls, Maine 

December, 1953 ----Inf. ~_Gray) 

B 
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BIOGRAPrtY 

---
~· Adelia Merrit 

Adel i a Yer ritt was born i n East Machias , ~aine , ~nd is 

abou+ 33 years old . She lived in the Hadley ' s Lake r egion 

of E~st ~~c~ias until she was gr a duated from high school , 

when she started t eaching school aft er atte~ding Washington 

St ate ~To:rmal School during the summer. After two ye rs of .. 

t eaching she was married to(9ly~ 1~le rri_tt~:of Debloi s , Haine . 

She has lived there since t hat t ime . She now teache d at 

The songs t hat she sang for me were taueht to ~er 

by her f. ther when she was a child at nome . 



ffe.ttooJ 
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c..1 
Mrs . Jen ·1le M. Gray-20-

~-.. ~-~~-;)from East Machias was q_ui t e a poacher. He usually --had deer ~eat around. The ga~e w~rdens were often there to ch~ck 

on thi ngs . The law stated t~at q warden could not search the 

be droom of a pregn~nt woman . As hi s wife was usually pregnant- ­

t hey had twelve c:1ildren--hc had a sure t hing going. When the 

game warden carne i nto the yard , the de er meat went under tl1e 

bed , and his wife went into the bed . All was saf el 

Coll . :Deblois , Maine 

November, 1 9:)3 

Inf. ~ · Adelia Me rritt ·1 

B - -
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Mrs. J ennie M. Gray.21 -

Governor ' s Point .:.n tiadl ey 1 s Lake was na..aed by Ind iE..ns. 

[l 4oo) That was a sort of 8. mee.t ing place for Indians . Why , the last 

tribe to live there , their c~icf died and is buried there . They 

called their chief , "Govern0r 11
• That is how the place got its 

name . ·rhe Indi ns used to e,o there when they uer. trave l ling 

through. It was a good place to get sweet grasses for their baske ts. 

Coll.:Debloir, Mbine 

Nove"'l'oer, 1963 

Inf . ~s. Adelia 1 erritt -·-· 
B 



\ 
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G. .q 
1·1rs . J en:ni.e t-1 . Gray ... 22-

~was shipwrecked on one of his trips at sea 

off the coast of ifrica.The whole crew had to stay there while 

a ship was built to brin0 them ba ck. When he got home his wife 

was dead . She had died w~en the baby was born. The baby was 

about a year and a ~alf old when he got back . Aunt Lynn had to 

take care of the f amily . 3e had heard of the death before he 

got home . 

On one of his trips he was l ost overboard. qe had been gone 

about a half hour l>ef ore anyone missed him. The sea wa s very 

rough, and t he ca pta in would not turn the ship around. He said 

it was no use . He did give t he s Eilors permi ssion to take ~ 

small boat to go back wi th , if they wished . They proceeded to 

do so , and f ound Mort still swimming , waiting for them to rick 

him up. 

Coll. :Deblois, Ma ine 

November, 1963 

Inf .(;!;rs. Adelia lA'erritt ,, ------
B 
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Mrs. Jennie 'I . Gray-23-

E..:i_·~~)md '-<:_re.:_Be~)were brothers from East J.!achlas , 

They were a lways fighting . That was what they lived for . They 

would get up in the morning fi6hting, and go to bed fighting, and 

[ f 2Sl,5,.jff ivht all the time between . They made life miserable for those 

around them. Everyone thought tr.at they hated each other.Well, 

Lin..~ died firs t. Free saw that everything was as he wanted it. 

He went in to see the body a~ter it was readied for burial. He 

said , " ~ow I can die." 

1e went upstairs, la' down on the bed and held his bre ath 

until he died , t oo . They were buried together . 

Joll . :Deblois, Maine 

November , 1963 

Inf . ~~rs . Ade l ia Merrit t_.) 
----- ----- - --

B 
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Jennie M. Jray-24-

Song 

M}'.' DARI< VENUS 

There ' s goiri ' to be a f estival this evening 

[ T '] J .rl iJ i ga theririt, of Colored Mi ght y Rare 

There ' ll ~e LOted individuals 

Of ~roninent dis t i nctiveness 

To permeate t he color ed a t mosphere. 

Sunny Afr ic8.ns of t he f our irnndred a r e go in ' to be there 

To do honor to ~y lovely fiance; 

:\.nd we ' ll bask ln honey clover 

~Then t 11e cere.1 ony ' s over 

An1 t he pareon gives the dusky bride away. 

My gal ' s a high born l~dy 

She ' s a~r~, but not t oo shady 

Feathered like a peacock dressed so g~J; 

She ai~ ' t colored; no , s~e ' s born that ~ay. 

1'1n pruud of 1ny dark Venus; 

' No old coon shall 'co·me between us. 

Along tae l ine , t hey can ' t outshine 
.. 

That hi~a-born g~l of mine . 

Jell. :: Deblois , -Maihe 

Novehiber , 1963 

Inf. ~s . Ade l ia Merritt' -----

.... . 

A 

151 2 
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S·JNG 

[f'f 52!-J T~E WOODS~A~ ' 3 SONG 

A is for -=ixes that are so ·-1ell 'rno.m 

3 : s for boys that use them, _lso; 

C is tae cutti~b ~e first uu~t be~ln 

D ls the dang&r we o~tines are in . 

Hi e derry , oh derry , and hie derry du 1 

~ound the s~antyman ' s dwelli~B there ' s nothing goes wren~ . 

E is t he echo that through t he woods rang, 

F is the fore~an, t ie haad of the rang; 

u is the grinds tone tnat swlftl: t urns round; 

H ls the handle so smooth an ~ so sound. 

8:rORUS 

I ls for i ron we cut down the :!.Jine, 

J is for jolly boys all in a row ; 

K is for keen edges our axes .Te keep 

L i s the lice that keep us frO'Tl s l eeL . 

CHORUS 

M is the men , t he head of the camp 

N is t he needl e we mend our po.nts . 

"\ is the quar rel which ~v-e do a::>:.. Jl::!..ow 

R i s the river we drive our logs down. 

CHORUS 

s is the sled so stout and so strong 

T i8 t he tea.:l tha t drew them 3.long 

u is tne us e we put ourselves to 

v is the valley we haul our l ogs t '1rough. 

CHORUS 
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THE WOOUS1UN ' S SO~G (2) 

W is the woods we leave in the spri ng 

No;, I have sang a ll I ' m going to sing . 

CHORUS 

Coll. 

Inf. 

A 

Deblois , Maine 

Novembeb, 1963 

1 ,.. Mr;:- Adelia- x~e rrf tt) 
""""" . --~~~~~~--
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I·1rs . Jennie M. Gra;y-27-

BIOG1lAPHY 

Newell Torrey was born and raised in Ueblois , Maine , 

as were his parents and grandparents. He has lived there 

all of his life. Much of his l ife h.as been spent in 

hunting and fishing , trapping, and other outdoors work . 

He is over 70 years old, but still njoys being in the 

woods . In the winter he often takes his pack on his 

back and goes into the woods to tend the traps that he 

has set. He lives a lone now t hat h:s wife hsd passed away , 

and is an i mmaculate hous ekeeper. During the su~er he 

has a large garden with which he keeps his neighbors 

supplied rith vegetables . He often mows the lawns of 

anyone i n tol'm wi .. o is for some reason is unable to do 

so . Re takes ~o pay for this, but does this for enjoyment. 

3e spends rery f ew eifenings alone , but goes to the 

nelghbors as soon as his sup1er ls over. He loves to tell 

stories, mostly of hunting . He thorov-.::'lly enjoys himself 

in the telling , ~nd somet imes laughs so har that he can 

hardly finish his story. 



G . q 
J enni e M. Gr aY-28-
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When Dad and your f a t he r was young , t ciey didn ' t use tlb have a 

radio or t elevision to wa tch. Ther e use d to be a lot of peop l e 

around here , n ow I can tell you . ~~ Le igh~lived right a cross 

t he road i n that hous e , and he used to play the fiddle .(Pet _!} -- ·-t~lott~~ he used t o be up here and he pl ayed t ne banjo. Then 

~hn Woodar:_d , . he woul d come up and he used to pl ay t he piano 

or organ. They ~·ould get toge t her and t hey woul d have a dan ce . 

It wan ' t notili ng t hat was planned , they jus t g ot together a nd 

a ll t he young fo l ks went a nd gad a dance. They used t o have some 

awful hass l es , I ca n t ell you. 

Coll. Debl oi s , Mai ne 

November 30 , 1963 

Inf . ~orrey_./ 
B 
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Times didn ' t use to be as good as they are now. When Uncle 

r<feorge M~as alive , he used to haul eggs from here to 

Bucksport with a te am of horses . He used to g o around and pick up 

eggs . He didn ' t pay more than twelve or fifteen cents a dozen for 

them.Then he ' d take them and go clear to Jucksport with them.And 

them was prosperous times , too. There wan ' t the money around 

tnat there is now. People didn ' t have as much. They trad ed work 

back and forth and they didn ' t need money . They women had a 

few hens and had egg ~oney to get what they needed . The men 

never needed to worry about getting a job . They used to go down 

to Cherryfield •,-rhen the ::a.!tlpbells and Stewarts had stores down 

t iere . They would get what they needed. Then when The Campbells 

and Stewarts needed men to work for them , they just looked . on 

the books to see who owed them money and they knew who to hire . 

They never used to see ouch money , but they got along all rig·1t . 

They traded a lot , eggs and things. It wan 1 t nothing tm see 

someone taking a wagon load of pumpkins and squash, they would 

l oad them up and t ake t .iem to ~herryf ield and tra de t hem for 

things they needed . Why , when ~az£1 and Merle went to Machias to 

Nor~al School, they lived iown there over a store, and they use d 

to take eggs down to tr~de for the things that they had to nave. 

People got along a ll ri~ht. 

Joll . Deblois, Maine 

:!ovember 30, 1953 

----=---Inf N~well TorrW 

B 
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J ennie H. Gray -30 -

NOTE: I asked him about the names for the following story 

that I had neard years ago fro:n _ny Dad. : A man was grinding his 
[t. 3g<., .1 

µJaxe one night and he wa~ having a hard time turning it. He said , 

" I wish were here to turn this grinds tone ." (The man he 

wished for was dead .) All a t once t he grindstone began to turn 

[E 517] as fast as it could , and he ~as not ab le to leave it until his 

axe was all ground . It scared him almost to death. 

I don ' t reme~ber who it was. I remember hearing about it , 

though. The men didn ' t ~ave any radio or television to see or 

hGar , so t hey used t o spen1 most of their evenings getting their 

axes ground ready fot the next day . S o~etimes they used to fi x 

them so ' s t hey could t urn them themselves . They would have some thing 

like a sewing machine treadle o~ them. If t~ey couldn ' t do nothing 

)etter, they would t ake and cut a pole about six or seven feet 

long. You know that on one side of the grindstone there is a 

little short handl e , not much more than a knob. Well, they would 

bore a hole in the end of the pole and slip it on over thi s 

knob , and t hey wa s ab le to grind their axe . 

Coll. Deblois , Maine 

November 30 , 1963 
c----

Inf . ~l~ _Tor~ 

B 
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There used to be a lot of work around ~ere , and a l ot of 

people . Why , your father and his brother used to have a sawmill 

down t he river . They used to saw shingles :iay and night. ii.en 

brought shingl e stuff ln and t~ey would saw them all winter . 

Rhideouts had a box fact ory. 'rhey used shooks for boxes. 

They was kind of clumps for boxes . You coJ.ld go anywhere then 

to 0ut them. You could go anywher e to pick blueberries . Tney 

would put them in these boxes and then load them on to a wagon 

and take them to Bangor to Haymarket SQuare to sell . There was 

a man from Columbia who worke d i n the mill there .He sawed 

barrel staves and heads . Kind of a cooper shop.They was soft wood 

barrels , nade right down there in Rhideouts mill . They was good 

for fish barrels . 

~ ~ilson~ t hey uGed to cal l t hem, was in the ladder -busmness . They had a mill by the river. They sawed out a lot of 

stuff . They sawed out, rounded it and sent it to Bost on. Of course 

they sawed some boards for local use , too . 

ilhen the Beddington Dam went out , it took all of the unde r 

part of your father ' s mil l. Theynever used it there again . Then 

the fi r st hurricane that we ever had , it blew Uncle El l ' s barn 

down , and blew Merritt ' s mi l l down. They tore the rest down and 

:noved it. 

There used to be a l-0t of work around here. 

Coll. Deblo i s , :ifaine 

November 30 , 1953 

-----Inf • Jewell Torrey 

B 

..._ ___ 
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Jennie M. Gr aY-32-

The road d~dn ' t ~se to go where it does now. It UPP d to ~o 

down the Lane , down past the ol d Rayme Dyer place . J ust the cellar 

there now . T~ey used to be a big set of buil dings there , and they 

had an open shed on it. I guess it was all built, you know , but i~ 

was a big long s~ed , and they used to hold dances there. That 
--. 

was when Dad and your father were y oun6 men . teck Shoreu,. she 
.,___ 

was a young girl then , she used t o go down there to dance . Well, 

s i r , one night they was down t here and they was more than 

pegging ~er dowr (da1cing ) when t he heat e r fe l l down. T~ey het 

it wi th an old big s t ove , of course . We l l , tha t ~eater fe l l down , 

and it pinned ~eek right under it . We l l , about ttqt time ol d 

{j- rn2</J ~y~e ~~gra.')bed that stove and pi cked 1 t right up and threw 

ir tight out the door. qe was an awful big man. He weig1ed ~round 

three hundred pou~ds or more . He were out of the ord1nary . 

Coll. Deblo i s , Haine 

November 30 , 1963 

Inf . ~11 Torrey _ _) 
..__ --- -

B 
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,/"" 

~~me ~':.rA' he were out of the ordinary . He was a g rea t big 

man . Years ago t he re was a lot of bi g men . The Schoppees out to 

Spr agues Falls were big men. 

Your f a t her and uncle used to ~ave a s hingle mill down by 

t he river. Not down by the bridge , but down the river aways . They 

had a small road i n t o it , but it wan 1 t much of a road . Well , 

Rayme Libby said tha t he had seen Rayme Dyer t ake one of those 

dry pinions--they weig~ed about four hundred pounds--. He sa id 

that Rayme Dye r would t ake one of t hem and put it r ight on h is 

s houlder and lug it r1g~1t down there to that mi ll. It were the 

only way , about , to get it t her e . It were a l most too much for 

a horse . 

Coll. Deblois , Maine 

November 30, 1963 

---Inf . crewell Torre~ 

--B 
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Jennie M. Gray -34-

( gayme~were out of the o~dinary. qe took a barrel of 

flour on his shoulder and carried it from iere home . (That i s about 

two ~ile a. ) They said it didn ' t put him out a bit. 

Coll . Deblois , Mai ne 

November 30 , 1953 

I nf 

B 
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Jennie M. Gra~35-

NOTE: I aske d about the stage line t~at used to go from 

L .3ane;or to Ca l ais , over the 11 Airline 11
• 

Yes, there used to be a stage that went from Bangor t o Ca lai s . 

That is I guess it went to Calais. It might have gone farthe r. ,., 

Your uncle used to drive the one from here to Cherryf ie l d . That 

was when t hey lived down under the hill in that house that used 

to be t lere. They had a whole barn full of horses. He used to 
-

stay in the Mack Cook nouse down there. That is where ~e Willey .... ....._ ___ _ 
lived, you know. He would come up here and change horses , then 

go up to 3e1dington , to the Schoppee ~ouse . That is how it come 

to be sue~ a big place.A lot of people used to stay there . I 

remember one ti "Ile t.1.ey told about. Your Uncle Charlie went down 

there. I guess it must have been about '.1.is first tnip. They had 

gas l ig~1ts there, a.J.d of course they didn ' t have aiwthing like 

that up ~ere . He 1i1n ' t know how to p~t it out , so he put tt in 

the bureau drawerl 
.. , 

( Art·1ur Tucker .... )USed to drive the mail here , too, at one time. --- - ---
Se used to keep a horse up here t o chan~e ~hen he got this far . ----...... 
~~)was ~nether one t hat 1.rove t 1'.le mail. The Pos t 

Office was down to Dncle Joe Farnswort~ ' e t.en . In the winter 

the road would be plugged , and they was h~uling logs out across 

Pe1dinBton Lake , and he couldn ' t go by road, so he u"-'ed to go down 
&, 

to the l ake ~nd take her r1ght across the lake. It used to be ~a.fa 
Ck.Jv\<. 
·B~ qui te a haul witha ttmam. 

Coll. Deblois, Maine 
Nove~ber 30, 1963 

Inf. ~1-To~r~y-
B 

8edd..vt-1<ta-11 
11'.J.l-~ 
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J ennie M. Gray.36-

NOTE: I asked hi m abou 

Yes , I remember Wil be r Day . He live1 out there t o Wesley . He 

was an 011 preacher. He was jus t a common labore r , y ou know. Of 

cour se back in them days they didn ' t press things too hard. He 

had l ot s of dogs . He was an old man when I remember anything 
....... 

about hi~ . I don ' t know, but I thi nk that that ~~Farnswort~ 

that was up to Beddington , she was h i sdaughter p That i s , he 

brought her up . He took her and her brother whem their mot her 

died , anrl he r'lised them. They came f rom East 'Machi as , but he 

broug~t them up .I seen hi m once a l ong time avo . 

Col l . Deblois , Maine 

November 30 , 1963 

Inf r Newell Torr:) 

B 

\ 

ll~~ 
ip ~l.r'~ • 9'tJ·1 
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~ Driscoll rom down t he re to Cherryfield , he was 
-· -

i ohnny ' s brother , he used to make peopl e holler . You ' d t hi nk t hey 

was rea l ly saying i t themse l ves. They do t hat on radio and on 

tel evision now. Of course they have got it pretty well perfected 

now. But he used to be able to do i t pret t y good . 

Coll. Deblois , Maine 

November 30, 1963 -·· 
Inf. ~ell Tor~ey/ 

'---
B 
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I remember one time Ward had some warts on his h ands. Oh, 

his hands was covered with them. harles Oakes, he used to live 
:::::::--._--___,~-

up there to Beddington where that feller- --Meserve, lives now. He 

used to cook on the river drives . Probably you don't remember 

when they used to be down here. (I did.) Well, Ward(his youngest 

brother) was down there one day , playin' round, you know. Well, 

Charles, he looked at them, and he kind of rubbed them, I guess, 

and he told me, he said, he guessed they would probably, they 

might you know go away sometime. We ll, l and sakes, it wan ' t 

no time a t all before them warts were all gone. 

Coll . Deblois, Maine 

November 30, 1963 

I nf. E~ 
B 
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Note : I asked about his uncle who had a r eputation for being 

ab l e to stop bl eeding . The uncle is deceased. 

-

151 38 

Yes , <il.._~c~ Ell Torrey could stop bleeding . Of course tha t 

wan 't nothing more than a gift . That's a gift . Of course the only 
f?- 71.sJ 
r ones who can do t hat are the seventh son of the seventh s on. 
1 D 21 (p f , ~. :i. l 

· 1 don't think that he could stop the bleeding across water. I 

t hink that he had to touch them. I think tha t t hat i s nothing 

more than a gift. Of course he didn 't pass i t on to anyone. He 

didn't have seven sons. 

Coll. Deblois, Maine 

November 30, 1963 

Inf. ~~~~-;:r;~~ 
B 
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Jennie M. GraY-40-

NOTE: I asked about J ake the Jew.He remembered him, but did not 

off er much information on him. 

Oh, yes , I remember Jake the J ew . He was an old r ags and 

rubbe r man.l It ain ' t been too many ye ars t hat he ha s been de a d. 

151 3~ 

He used t o buy oid rags, and most anything that anyone didn ' t want , 

Coll. Deblois, Maine 

November 30, 1963 

Inf.~> 
B 
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(Note) I asked about Kling ilan~, t he peddle r . 

No , I don ' t know as I remembe r him. There was an old feller 

t hat used to be through here. He were a peddler. He used to stay 

over to you aunt Ellen ' s . He died over there. He used to be 

ca lled '' Old Man Cole", I don't know what his name was . ~e come 

from down east somewhere. He used t o peddle cl ams and fish , and 

herrings . He had an old gray horse . He used to come through here 

in the winter. He had just a s t anda rd. sled , you know. That were 

befor e automobile days. He would stay at Ellen ' s. That was when 

they lived down to the old place. He used to go through here and 

go to Be i dington peddling • He wo~ld sell clams right in the shell 

frozen solid . le had bloaters , too. They was small fish and 

they didn't have them packed in a box the way they do now . They 

would string them on edgings and hang them in the smokehouse. I 

think he died over to Ellen ' s. 

Coll. Deblois, Maine 

November 30 , 1963 

- -------­Inf. ~11 Torrey/ 
- --

B 
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BI OGRAPHY 

~ 
ry Steve~~ 

. -------
Harry Stevens was born in Ha rrington , Maine about 

40 years ago . He has lived in Harrington all his l i f e. 

Hi s mothe r is still living there . 

Harry l oves to tell storie s and enj oys them as much 

as his audience . He enjoys a good joke . He has worked as 

a State Highway Pa trolman fo r ~uite a few years , so h e 

comes in contact with a great many people. He remembers 

stories that have been told. him . 

151 
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Mrs . Jennie M. GraY-43-
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One night we went out sanding and we had done most of the road 

except down to Marshville . Oh, it was an awful cold night, and John 

and Dean was on t he back of the truck. We got rig!lt down t here by 

t hat little rise aft e r you go by Joe's house . You know where I mean , 

don ' t you? Well, you know how they a lways pound on the body for 

me to r ise the body . Well, t hey pounded and I rais ed the body. 

Pretty quick they pounded again , and I raised the body some more. 

Pretty soon I heard a H--- of a po unding , so I s t opped t he t r uck. 

Before I could ge t out, Old John was right in the cab with me , His 

eyes was bugged right out. He was scared to death, the old 

cri ~ter wast "Why didn 1 t you stop t he truck? 11 he says . I says , 

"How did I lcnow that you wanted me to stop the truck? " " Well, 11 

John says, "Didn ' t you hear that v:-oman scree ching?" His eyes 

wa s bugged r ight out, you know, and Dean was just as bad as he was. 

They was both scared to deat h . "What woman? " I says . "That woman 

back there l 11 J ohn says. I says , ~There wan't no woman back there." 

We ll, by gosh, I couldn 't make t hem bel ieve that t her e wasn 't any 

woman back there . They swore that they had heard one and they had 

seen t he tracks coming right a l ong behind the sander. I wanted to 

go back and s top as I thought that it mig~t be one of those little 

fore i gn ca rs tha t had gone out oft t he road down t he re, you know, 

and someone mig tt be hurt. "Now, 11 John says , " If you want t o go 

back t here and stop, I ain't gain ' to stop you , but by God , I a in 't 

goin'to be with you." Old Dean was just as bad as he was . They swore 

t hat they had seen the tracks follering right behind t hat sander. 
11/())l)J.h 
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Mrs. Jennie M. Gray;.44_ 

I thought it might have been a piece of ice caught betwe en the 

body and the tire, and I loo!ed it a ll over, but I couldn 't 

151 4 

find anyt hing . I took t hem home , and then I went ba ck down and I 

lo oked all a long t here , but I couldn 't find a thing . I don 't know 

wha t t hey heard. 

Coll. Harrington, Maine 

October, 1963 

Inf • . ~· 
B 
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Did I ever tell you about the time when John got in a fight 

with his overalls? Well, Old John was quite a stepper when he was 

young, you know. He was a young feller and he didn't want his 

mother and father to know what time he go t in, them being both 

of them, ministers, you know, so he used to come in pretty careful, 

you know. Well, he used to hang his overalls on the corner of the 

CJ IC-dQ) closet door, and this night he come home and it was pretty l a te 

and he was sneakin 1 in so's his mother and father wouldn't hear 

him. Well, sir, he saw them overalls hangin' on t hat closet d oor 

and he thought that it was a man . Well, sir, he drawed off and let 

him have it! Of course it was them overalls hangin 1 on that 

closet door, and Old John stuck his fist right plumb through 

that doorl 

Coll. Harrington, Maine 

October, 1963 
----~ 

~ ----Inf. Q!_arry Steve~ 
- - -· ,_.,.... 

B 
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- - --:--.... 
I remember the time when old~~ey Worcester ~ied. You 

probably don't remember him, do you? Well, sir, I remember that 

day just as plain as can be. John and I were in the gravel pit 

over there near home, so when it come dinner time , we %ent home 

to dinner. Someome had been in the pit that mornin' and told us 

that Harley had died. I don't remember who it was that come in, 

but it was just before we went home to dinner. Well, harley had 

151 4! 

a brother that looked just about like him. I guess he was a little 

stouter than Harley was, but he looked just about like him. His 

name was Ben. Well, sir, John was just sitting down to dinner 

[017MJ when he heard someone knocking on the door. Of course people 

wa s a lways comin' there, as John 's fathe r and mother was both 

ministers, so John got up to se e who was there. Well, sir, now 

you know, when old John opened that door and seen Ben standing 

there, I guess he just about dropped1 He thought sure that it 

was Harley come back from the dead. He just looked one look, and 

he said, 11 1 guess you must be looking for the old manl 11 That was 

when his father was all right, you lcnow and was preaching here in 
' 

Harrington. John thought sure that Harley had come to see his 

father about something, and I tell you, he dLdn 1 t finish his 

dinner that day. He got out of there as f a st as he could go, now 

I tell you. 

Coll. Harrington, Maine 

October 19, 1963 
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Mrs. J ennie M. Gray;..47. 

BI OGRAPHY 

Mrs. Wakefield lived in Har r ingt on during her chi ldho od, 

l a ter be coming a hairdresser. She has worked in New York , but 

now lives i n Columbia Falls, Maine , where she has a small 

beauty shop . 

He r gr andmother , with whom she spent much of her child-

hood , was a very superstitious perPon . France s i s not a t all 

supe r s titious , but remember s many of he :r: gr andmother ' s 

be liefs , which a re re corded on the index file cards . 
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.·iy grandmother was very superstitious . I can remember t he 

time that she told me ab out knowing that something wa s going 

to happen. She said that she had been working a round the house 

as usual. It was in t he summer, that is , the las t of the summer. 

My father was working in the fields , and she s aw him come into 

the basement of the house. She we~t down to see what he was 

after , and she couldn 't find him. She thought that he was still 

down there , hiding . She looked all around , but he wasn ' t there . 

She went back upstai rs , and when she l ooked out in t he f ield, 

there he was , still working . When he ca me i n to di nner , she 

asked him why he hadn ' t answered her , and h e tol d her that he 

hadn ' t left the field a t all unti l he came to dinner. Well , the 

next day , he and my cousin lef t. He was going to tea ch school, 

and my cous in wa s going the oppos i te wa¥ to g o to school. As 

t hey l eft , my g randmother s a i d good-by to them and told them 

to be v ery careful , as something was going to happen t o one of 

them. They l eft . My f a ther got t o the pla ce where he was going a l l 

right , but when he got there , he r.ad a message waiting f or h im. 

My cousin had been killed in a train accident . 

Coll . Columbia Falls , Maine 

November , 1963 

Inf. ~· Frances Wakefi eld- ..... 
-. ·- _;> 
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Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-49-

When 'JlY old est brother was i l l. , just before his death , 

my uncle was coming home from Jherryfi eld with a tea11 of 

horsesa It wa :· late a nd darkness had come . The cemet ary 

is a short distance fro~ the house where we lived. As he ~- . 

neared the cemeta ry , he saw a lie;ht leave the house and come 

d own the roa d toward him. Before i t reached him , it turned 
[ ES3o . 1.i) 

from the road a·1d went in to the ceme t a ry . When my uncle 
[I! lg I '] .s] 

r eached it , he stopped and shouted , as he thought tha t it 

was someone fro::i the house who had come down to meet h i m. 

He called out several times , but received no answer . When 

he came to our house he s topped and a s ke d who had left 

there wi th a light. The answer r,.,·a s "--No one. 11 Within a few 

days , my brot her was dead. The light had sto c'ped a t our 

famil y lot wher e my brother was s oon t o be buried . 

This s t ory was told to me many times by my mother 

when I was a chil d . She firml y be l ieved in forerunners. 

Coll. Deblois , Maine 

Yea~s ago . 

Inf . : My memory 

c 
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Mrs . J ennie M. Gray-50-

BIOGRAPHY 

My Sons 

I have thre e Sons and a Daughter-in-law who are li~ing 

with us at presento The Sons age s a re, ~wenty-one, Nineteen, and 

Fourteen. The Daughter-i n- law i s Twenty-one . 

As they are -. :tn ···conta ct with other y oung ones, t hey collect 

many jokes for me. 
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1..i:rs. Jenni e M. Gras-51• 

:JUESTION : 

What did Ta rzan say w~en he saw the e lephant co:ning through 

the j ungl e wit h sun gl asses on? 

Nothing---he didn ' t recogni ze him. 

Coll.:Ool umbia Falls , Ma ine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 
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151 51 

QUESTION: 

[ XJ Why wasn ' t Ta r zan ' s tre e h ous e on t:ie gr ound? 

ANSWER : 

3ecause it woul dn ' t have been a tree house. 

Coll. :Columbia Fal l s , Ma ine 

Novembe r , 1963 

I nf . : My Sons 

A 
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151 5 

·~uesti on: 

[XJ When is Tar zan mos t like l y to come into your home ? 

An swer: 

When the door i s open. 

Col l. :Columb i a Fal ls , Maine 

November , 1963 

I nf. : My Sons 
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Mrs . J ennie M. Gray .53-

~UESTION: 

CxJ Why are elephants and ~onkeys a like? 

ANSWER : 

They both live in trees. 

Coll. :Col umbia Falls, Ma ine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 
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Mrs. Jennie M. Gray -54-

[ x) Question: Why does the elephant have wrinkled kne es? 

Answer: From shooting marbles . 

Coll. :Columbia Falls, Maine 

November, 1963 

I nf. : Hj Sons 

A 
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(x.) Why do the elephants have wrinkled knees? 

Ans. He tied his snealcers too tight. 

Coll. : ColumbJ:.a Falls, Maine 

November, 1963 

Inf . :My Sons 

A 

151 5 
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C 
Why did t he el euhant wear his r ed sneaker s? YJ • 

Be cause he got his green ones dirty playing in the grass . 

Coll. : Columbia Falls , Maine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My sons 

A 
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Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-57-

QUESTION: 

[x] Why did the little moron take a knif e and bread down town? 

ANSWER: 

He heard there was going to be a traffic jam. 

Coll. :Columbia Falls , Maine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 
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Mrs . Jennie .M. Gr ay - 58-

QUESTION: 

[ ~] Why d id the l ittle moron throw his c l ock out t he window'? 

ANS'WER : 

He wanted to see time f l y . 

Coll ,; Columbia Fal ls, Maine 

November, 1963 

Inf . : My Sons 
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·~UESTION : 

The re was a li ttle moron and a bi g moron standing on a 

cliff. One of t hem fell off. Which one stayed on, and why? 

ANSWER: 

The litt l e moron, because he was a l i ttle more on. 

Coll .:Columbia Falls , Maine 

November, 1963 

Inf.: My Sons 

A 

151 5 



151 60 
G·~ 

Mrs . J ennie M. Gray-60-

QUESTION: 

[x.J 
Why did the little ~oron 1rive his new car off the cliff ? 

ANSWER : 

He wanted t o test the air brakes . 

Coll. : Col umbia Falls, Maine 

November, 1963 

Inf . : My Sons 

A 



15~ 61 

Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-61-

QUESTI ON: 

[XJ 
Why did the l ittle moron sneak pas t t h e medecin cab inet? 

ANSWER: 

:Ie didn ' t want to embar ass the Bayer (bare ) as pi r in. 

Coll. : Columbia Falls, Ma ine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 



~ - C\ 151 62 
Mrs. Jennie M. Gray-62-

(xJ 
Why did t he little moron sneak past the medecin cabinet ? 

ANSWER : 

He didn ' t want to wake up t he sleeping pills . 

Coll. : J olumbia Falls, Maine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 



(r. q 
Mrs . Jennie M. Gray -63-

151 63 

Question: 

[ X] Why did the little moron throw butter out the window? 

Answer: 

So he could see the butter fly. 

Coll. :Columbia Fall s, Maine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 



G-. 9 
Mrs. Jennie M. Grayo.64-

~UESTION: 

[(] If a rooster lai d an egg on top of the roof, which side 

would it roll down? 

ANSWER: 

Neither, a r ooster doesn't lay eggs. 

Coll. : Columb i a Fa lls, Maine 

November, 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 

151 6 



M~s. Jennie M. Grayo.65-

QUESTION: 

[X] Why did the chicken cross the road? 

ANSWER: 

To get to the other side. 

Ooll.: Columbia Falls, Maine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 



G- . 1 
Mrs. Jennie M. Gray -66- 151 65 

One neighbor s aid to another over the back fence,"Did you 

hea r the l a t e st? Mr Jones ha s left his wife. 11 

['>\] - Friend, 11 Why did he do tha t?" 

First neighbor,"He came home the other morning and found 

her in the bathroom with MR. JI.BAN 111 

Coll. Columbia Falls, Maine 

October, 1963 

Inf·~_: Robert Gray 

0 



G.q 
Mrs. Jennie M. Gray-67- 151 66 

Mommy was entertaining friends one day and l itt l e Johnny 

was asked to get a gl ass of wat e~ for some of them. He faithfully 

(XJ and carefully brought in glass after glass . Finally Mommy asked hi~ 

to get another. 

"I can 't, Mommy . The water i s a ll gonel " 

"What do you mean , all g one ?" She f ollowed him to the ba1:h­

room and , sure enough, it was l The flush had been dipped dry l 

Coll. Columbia Falls , Maine 

October, 1963 

Inf. ~ .. ~- Ro·~~r~- Gray) 

c 



6. 9 
Mrs. Jennie M. Gra;y;-68- 151 67 

Three old hermits were sitting in their cave one day when a 

dog walked by. 

[><J Ten years later one herm1 t said to the other , "That was a 

nice looking Collie, wasn't it?" 

Ten years later another hermit replied, "That wasn't a 

Collie. It was a Police dog." 

Ten more years passed. The third hermit got up to leave 

and said, 11 I.f you two are going to keep up this constant 

bickering, I~M LEAVINGS" 

Coll. Columbia Falls, Maine 

October, 1963 

Inf.~~ 
D 

: ; 

(~·FaLe 



G.~ 
Mrs. Jennie M. Gray-69-

Women drivers seem to have a lot said about them. The other 

day, one of them just naturally got by the place that she wanted 

to stop. Leaning out of the window, she called to the policeman 

and asked, "can I turn here?~ 
(xJ 

The policeman shook his head sadly (like a teacher who has 

spent hours trying futily to impress a simple fact upon his 

pupil). Then, sarcastically, he replied, "Yes, Ma'am, you MAY if 

you OAN1 11 

Coll. :Columbia Falls, Maine 

October, 1963 

D 

ft 

151 6 



&.9 
Mrs. J ennie M. Gray -70 .. 

A little boy was singing the song he had heard a t the 

Chris t ma s services. He was, however, s i nging his own ve r s i on : 

Hark, the Herald Angel s sing 

( YJ Gl ory to the newborn King l 

Peace on earth and mercy mi ld 

God and SI TTERS reconciledl 

Coll. :Columbia Falls, Maine 

\ 'S \ i'\ 



Cr·~ 
Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-71-

Two teachers were walking down the corridor, when they 

met two small boys . They seemed very excited about s omething 

and were t a l king very loudly. One little boy was saying, 

" Sometimes my gran ' mudde r makes me so mad I fe el like cutt i ng 

[t.J.SOJ her t 1 roat1 '' 

This was too much for one of the tea chers. She stopped 

abr uptly, eyed the little boy with the glare that only a 

school t eacher has and said s t er nl y, '' "The word i s THROAT 111 

Col l. Columbia Falls, Maine 

October, 1963 
,,...- - .... -_ 

I nf. t -..Robert --
D 



G. 9 
Mrs. Jennie M. Gray •72-

One night at the movies , I ove rheard this exchange between 

a teenager and his date . The boy spoke, evidently concerned with 

the 

['XJ 

comfort of his friend: 

" Can you see all right?" 

"Yes . " 

"Are you in a draft?" 

" No. " 

"Does the man in back of you have his feet on your chair? " 

"No. 11 

11 Mind changing places with me? " 

Coll. Columbia Falls, Maine 

October, 1963 

Inf.:~~y.. 
D 

151 71 



\....)"'. \ 

Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-73-

A f r iend tol d me that on a trip through the western part 

(X.J-s?.J) of our country he saw a s i gn that amused him very much . The 

sign read: SCHOOL ZONE---DON' T KILL A CHILD. Someone had added 

in a childish scr awl: WAIT FOR A TEAOHER1 

Coll.: Columbia Falls , Maine 

October, 1963 
"':=--tt-

Inf . : Qfo~ert ~ 
D 

151' 7 



6-. ~ 
Mrs. Jennie M. GraY-74-

The doctors were hovering anxi ously ab out a small boy wh o 

had left his whee l chair (at t heir di rection ) and begun t o wa lk, 

clutching both hands tight agai nst his waist. 

" Can ' t you move your hands, Sonny?11 asked the doctors. 

11 No, " said the boy. 

" Do they hurt?" querried the doctors. 

11 No, 11 answered the boy. 

11 Will you t ry to move them for me? 0 asked one of the 

doctors kindl y. 

"No, " was the reply. '' I ' ve got to hold up my pa jamas t 11 

Col l. :Columbia Fall s, Maine 

October, 1963 
---t::::::;..---

Inf . : Robert -~r~ 

D 

151 



151 7 

G-. \ 
Mrs . J ennie M. Gray-75-

'Why does a duck have webbed feet? 

(To stamp out forest fires.) 

Why does an elephant have ~lat feet? 

(To stamp out burning ducks. ) 

Callo :'Jolumbia Falls , Ma ine 

November, 1963 

In.:'.: My Sons 

A 



G- < 1 
151 75 

Mrs . J ennie J.1 . Gray-76-

If you had six elephants in a car, how would you 

put a giraff e in? 

(Take one of the elephants out. ) 

Coll.:ColuT~i a Falls, Maine 

November , 1963 

Inf.: My Sons 

A 



151 7 
G · ~ 

Mrs . Jennie M. GraY-77-

';fhci.t did the hunter say when he saw the elephant? 

(There is an e l ephant .) 

What did the elep~~nt say when he saw the hunter? 

(tle didn ' t say anything- - elephants can ' t talk. ) 

Coll. :Columbi~ Fa l ls, Mai ne 

November , 1953 

I nf . : My Sons 

A 



G.q 151 77 
Mrs . J ennie M. Gray-78-

QUESTION: 

Why does an elephant have flat feet':' 

ANSWER : 

From jumping out of trees. 

Coll. :Oolumbia Falls, r•:a ine 

November, 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

.A. 



(Jr_) 

151 78 

Mrs . Jennie M. Gray-79-

~UESTION : 

iil1y did the e l ephant wear his green snea'lcers to the baseball 

ga.me? 

ANSWER : 

Because his red ones are in the wash. 

'.Joll . : Columbia Falls , Maine 

November, 1963 

Inf . : My Sons 



151 7 

G . q 
11rs . Jenni e 1·!' . GraY-80-

~U:SSTION : 

What i~ purple l3.nd puts out for es t fires ? 

Smoky the rapeo 

Col l. :Col umbia F.lls , Maine 

November , 1953 

Inf . : Hy Sons 

A 



G- . q 151 80 
Mr~ . J ennie M. Gray;..8 1-

QUESTI ON : 

How C"ln you te l l when an el ephant is t2king a bath? 

... NSWER : 

You can smell peanuts on h i s breat h . 

Coll. : ~ olumbla F~lld, Maine 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 



151 81 
G . °\ 

Mrs . J enni e M. Gray-82-

QUESTI ON : 

C1.J What is purple and stands in wat er? 

ANSWER : 

A col or-bli md f la~ingo. 

Col l . : Columbia Falls , ~r2 ine 

November, 10""3 

I nf. : !·~y Sons 

A 



(X) 

G-°l 151 8? 
Mrs . J ennie M. Gray- 83-

QUESTI ON: 

Wha t di d t he hen say when she l aid the s quare egg? 

Ai~SWER : 

Cl uck , c l uck, cluck, OUCHI 

Coll.: Col umb i a Falls , Maine 

November , 1963 

I nf .: My Sons 

A 



G-. " 151 83 
Mrso J ennie M. Gray- 84-

~UESTION: 

Why are monkeys and elephants alike? 

ANSWER : 

Because they both use their I ails to h~nc from trees . 

Coll. :Col umbia Falls, ~aine 

November, 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 



G- . °' 
Mrs. Jennie M. Gray-85- 151 84 

~UESTI ON : 

One day a little moron was out walking and he passed a church. 

(')(] He came to a bridge that was washed out. How did he get across? 

A~SWER: 

He went into the church and got a cross. 

Jel l . :Columbia Fal ls, Maine 

November, 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 

A 



151 8 

c;. 9 
~ .. r~ . J ennie ;.f . Gray - 86-

Why does an t leph"l.nt wear green sne~\:ers? 

So you c nr ' t see him when he is walking in ~~r 

grass . 

Coll . :Columbia F1ll s , Maine 

November , 1963 

Illf. : My Sons 



151 86 
Mrs . J ennie M. Gray - 87-

Why does an eleph~nt have a long trunk? 

(T o swing from tre~ to tree.) 

Coll . :Columbi a F~ll9 , Maine 

Hovember , 1963 

I nf .: Ay Sons 

A 



151 8 
Mrs . J enni e l·T . Gray- 88-

'·/hat does an elephant and a f l ee have in co mmon? 

(Ne i ther one can ride a bicycle .) 

CJoll . :Jolumbi a Fal ls , M8ine 

~.ovember , 1963 

I nf . : i1y Sons 

A 



151 Be 
I·:rs . Je nnie Mo Gray-89-

Wh8t i s purple , han6 s from a tree, and is 

dangerous? 

(A grape with a machine gun .) 

Goll . :Columbia Falls , Haine 

November , 1963 

Inf. : My Sons 



151 89 

G. <=\ 
Mrs. Jennie -1. Gray-90-

What i s the difference between 11n elephant and a 

canary? 

(A canary i s yell ow.) 

Joll.:Columbia Fell s, Maine 

Nove::!ber ,1 963 

Inf. : MJ Sons 

A 



G . C\ 
Mrs . Jennie M. Gray - 91-

There was an e l ephant and a raisin coming tirough 

the jungle . 

What did Tarzan say when he saw the elephant coming? 

(nere co~es the elephant. ) 

~ihat did J ane say when she saw the raisin? 

151 9( 

(Here comes the elephant. ---She was color-blmnd.) 

Col l .:Columbia Fqllst Maine 

November , 1963 

I nf . : My Sons 

A 



G- .l\ 
Mrs . Jenni e -~ · Gray .. 92-

I n Cody ' s , New Brunswick , Canada , where r ·used t o l ive , I 

r emember of a fire in which three children and their mother 

[s 1Ll) were burned t o death. The father &nd the other two children 

151 ~ 

were away a t t he ti~e . I t has been said that t he mothe r kille d 

tl1e oldest one that was at home that day, then locked the l i t t l e 
[r 40-2 .t.t .3J 

ones in the ro om and set the house on fire. It is said t~at w~en 

you go by the :pl a ce where the house was , you can s t i l l hear t he 

childr en holler ing . 

Coll . Colu~bia Falls , Maine 

October , 1963 

Inf . 
,., 
J 

- / 

~ray ;;, 



151 92 

G- 1 
MrsG Jennie M. Gray-93-

EV ALU A.TI ON 

Had I known as much about collecting these stories 

when I first started this course as I do now , I would have 

~ad much more than : no. It is very interesting , and I have 
:1"; 

enjoye~ I realixe that I have not had the time to put on 

this course as I would like , d'1e to my teaching duties as 

well as home and other courses which I am taking. 

Folklore is an interesting subject. I did not realize 

unti l I started on my collection that so many o~ the 

l~ppenings of our own past are soon going to be forgotten , 

or soon , unknown, if something iu ~ot done to preserve the 

memories of them. You~gsters of today are not told of tnese 

as they were lon0 ~go.I feel t hat there are many more 

qtories t11at could co,"e out of tl'le area that I worked in . 

I am sure that the fe·1 informa.~ts that I have coulJ give 

much more material . Time did not permit me to eet them. 

My advice to any future collectors would be to take 

time to get the stories. Many people m'..lst get "war .... ed up" 

to the subjecc. T~ey, themselves must have time to listen 

to ~uch that can not be used in order to get a few good 

items that can be. 


