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MY NAME IS PETER MCKENNAo THIS IS SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 19751 AND I'M 
ON MY WAY TO INTERVIEW MR 0 THOMAS SKOLFIELD OF WELD, MAINE, ABOUT THE 
DAYS WHEN HE USED TO womc ON THE SWIFT RIVER AND WEBB RIVER LOG DRIVES 0 

McK: You drove on the Webb River, did you? 

Skol: (Looking through photo album) Now, this was in 19410 Now, there's 

another one right thereo Now, this was, ahooo 

McK: 19010 

Skol: 19010 Webb River0 Yeso 

McK: Webb River; a log jamo 

Skol: Yeso 

McK: How would they break that? Would they dynamiteooo 

Skol: No, no, no, no, they wouldn't use dynamiteo They got a crew of men 

right thereo They'd go ahead and take the picks and break it allo If 

it was 000you 1d try, if you can, to get it from the shoreo This is 

down at Carthage 0 This picture is taken from the bridge down there, 

looking up river, (McK: Oh, yeaho) before I came down through on 

a bateauo 

McK: Oh really? Did they have the bateau•s on that river? On the Webb 

River? 

Skol: Oh yes, about the same kind as thato Yes, sir. 

McK: Did you everoooWere you ever in the bateau? 

Skol: Oh, that was nlYoooI was always, I always handled bateauxo 

McK: Oh really? 

Skol: Yup, I was strong on the bateauxo They started logging here in, well, 

1874, yup, and they used to have big boomsooothey cut these mountains 

ooospruce off of these mountains and got them big booms •way down the 

foot of the lake. And old ~immy Swan, who was master for Bierce and 

Wilson.o.•way down the pondo•oI always handled stroke oar all the . ~ 

time on bateau ••• (McK: Oh, yes.) ••• he said to me, "I want you toCJY), 
tackle those oars; stand on one of these boats," He run two boats~ 
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down the rivero I says, "I can't handle it o" "Yes you can·111 He 

put me on that boat, and I always handled it after that. Every year. 

McK: How old were you when you got your first job on a river drive? 

Skol: Welloool916 to 192loooI began working for the state in 1914 ••• and this 

was in •98. 

McK: You were just a young feller, then. 

Skol: Mmmm-hnunm. Winter of 1 98 I was back of the mountains. We used to 

go down in the Spring of the year to old Henry Thayer's saw-mill 

down to Dixfield, and I was always one of his first parties - he had 

pine wood. I always had to go down and put his drive in for himo 

With his bateau. Yupo And it tells in here,"In the bateau raceo 

~om Skolfieldo" We had two bateaux down there, and old VJ,ctor 

Staples and myself, we won 0 He was the bowman 0 He was on the bow, 

and I was on the stern. 

McK: There were two men to a boat? 

Skol: Yup. And four sets of oars, yup. Four men with oars in the bateau 

too. Well, I'll show you some pictures of it. 

McK: Oh, you have some pictures of, ah, 

Skol: Yup. Now here we are; a picture of Mto Blue over by Bowley Stream, 

Yup. 

McK: Ya, the logs are right there, ah ••• 

Skol: Yup, this one is ••• 

McK: Now is that a sluice there? 

Skol: No, no, no, no. That was ••• that was ••• r think this was a four footer 

drive for Gates and Harlow of Dixfield. And that other boy in there ••• 

That's the foot of Mt. Blue. That's on Bowley Stream. 

McK: Oh yeah. Valley Stream. (Bowley Stream) 

Skol: Yup. What they call Bowley Brook. yup. Well ••• 

McK: That looks like a dam, there. 
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Skol: That's down at the foot of the lakeo Here I am right in hereo And 

there's old Rol Snowmano And there's John Gates, the old foreman of 

the job we was driving foro 

McK: Oh yeaho There's their names right thereo Now, what dam is this? 

Skol: This is the dam at the foot of the lakeo 

McK: Oh yeaho 

Skol: Getting the stuff all down, yup 0 This is the dam at the foot of the 

lake, YUPo 

I McK: Now the logs would go right through that sluice-way there? 

I Skol: Yupo And right down the rivero Now this lake is plumb full of logs 

I up in hereo (McK: Mmm-hmm 0 ) And they're sluicing them down the 

rivero Well, there's another one of theaoo 

McK: That's that same dam, isn't it? And the sluice-way, or a close-up 

of ito That's not there anymore, is it? 

Skol: What? 

McK: Is that dam still there? 

Skol: Oh, yeso Well, it's pretty well wrecked, of courseo Well, there's 

Mt. Blue and the stream right thereo 

McK: Mmm-hmma Logs thereeaoin the streamooo 

Skol: Now here's a boy right here pickingoaoPUtting in the reara Pick pole. 

Don't know who that waso 

McK: Oh, he's on the rear crew therea 

Skol: Yupo Oh, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five men, perhapsa 

McK: On the rear crew? 

Skol: On the crew. On hte crewa 

McK: There'd be one man would be the boss of that twenty? 

Skol: Oh ya, the foreman. That's me in there, back toa I don't know what 

stream this is on. 

McK: It looks like pretty wet work. 
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Skol: Oh, you'd go right down there and wade right in over your kneeso 

Sureo YUPo 

McK: Did you come back home at night, or did youooo 

Skol: Oh, no, we stayed in tentso 

McK: You slept inooo 

Skol: Tentso Yupo 

McK: This time of year, you'd sleep in tents? 

Skol: In the spring of the year, yupo 

McK: How could you keep warm? 

Skol: Now hereo Now here we are putting in the rear with pickaroonso 

There's old Cleveland Masterman (?) I remember himo Right in the ice 

watero I remember old Matt Thurston up at Black Streamo I was just 

standing there, me an another one, and he says, "Jump in there~ Jump 

in there! That wont burn you!" Right in there amongst the ice, you 

knOW 0 

McK: You must start in what, April? Or something like that? 

Skol: Oh, there's a crew of boys right there, picking the rear off'n the 

dam - off 'n the shoreo Here they are againo 

McK: Ya, anothere picture with the pick poles andoo• 

Skol: Yupo Yupo Well, now, there's a bunch of them standing in the rivero 

McK: Yeah, standing right out there on that logo Gee, these are excellent 

pictureso 

Skol: Now this is right down here: the bridge you just came acrosso Down 

here about a half a mileo 

McK: Oh, by the corner 0 

Skol: No; the next one below 0 

McK: Oh, the next one below? 

Skol: The next one belowo There's that bridge right there, and this is a 

jam above the bridge 0 Probably some ice down belowo Probably couldn'to 

and can't get into the lake account of ice, so we got the rive full, 
(}!adi61rUJJ 
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and nowoooand there's the bridge right there. 

MoK: They could break that without dynamite? 

Skol: Oh yes. You had too Generally, you could get the lower end started 

with a haul, yup; and see? 

McK How long would it take to break a jam like that? . ~Y-11 
.j ..\ k\...e. U_\u. IA ~ 1-

S k o l: Oh, you got to haul on it, and it's likely~that it'd run into the boom 

in about an hour's time, probably 0 And the men that's up on the shore 

now, see, come along with pick poles and clean up the shoreo There's 

another one, right there: a boy with a pick pole. Picking up rear 

off 'n the shore. (McK: Mnun-hrrun.) Settin' up there with his pole 

in a tree. Here we are. There I am right there again. 

McK: Oh, right here, back too Yeah. 

Skol: Yup. Now, that's me again. 

See, I helped the ••• That's me in there again. See, I used to take 

charge of the whole thing for Gates and Harlow of Dixfieldo Used to 

have a drive on Bowley Brook.o.and on this brook ••• such a big drive 

on the East Brook always.o.and West Brook, 

~~ down on that side, Snowman Brook and Brook ---
you never had a drive on, but they always had a big drive on West 

Brook, coming down the mountains, up in there, and the whole neighbo!l.­

hood up in there, the whole country up in there. Gates and Harlow, 

and then Bierce and Wilson, and different oneso Lots of people legging, 

McK: Did they mark those logs so they could tell whose they were? 

Skol: Oh, no, no. God, noo 

McK: How did they sort themout for the different mills? 

Skol: That's probably all four foot sticks for Gates and Harlow. 

McK: Is that the tent that, ah ••• 

Skol: Yup. Here we are. That's the tent. There we are. Now we're coming 

ftMI~ ~ 
w.&21~ Y;X;uJ~v11. 

... ~~ 
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out for lunch. See 1 they're 

Yup~ There's the cooko The cosko Cookee. We got up in the morning 

before daylighto Breakfast at nine o 1 clock0 Nine o'clock out came 

the cooko There's old Mel Holland from Dixf'ield. He's come out with 

the luncho 

McK: Oh1 that's the wagon he used to come out with. 

Skol: Yup. 

McK: He'd bring it right out to you1 huh? 

Skol: That's the spring of the year. See1 that's snow right thereo 

McK: Now was he the cook1 or the cookee 1 orooo 

Skol: No 1 no 1 no. He's just • ._he was time keepero. N<:>w here we are. Here's 

the bateauo 

McK: Oh 1 it's big1 isn't it? 

Skol: And this is a set of headworks 0 Now this is a set of headworks of 

thirteen logs. And there's the capstaino About thirteen logso We 

had to make •• oyou make a spindle 1 and take a ooo two spruces and split 

them and hollow them out inside and put bands around themo And they 

set on top of this hereo 

McK: And there it is right over that man's heado 

Skol: And we windooosee that rope on it? 

McK: Yes I can1 ya. It's all wound around there 0 

Skol: Yup. Yupo You take that off ooohere's the bateau. This is the bow 

and this is the sterno 

McK: Mmm-hmm. This looks like an anchor here. 

Skol: There's the anchor1 yup~ This is a big anchor thrown out. I'll show 

you more about it in a minute. (McK: O.K.) Now there's old John 

Kidder here. Now 1 here we are. There's the anchor right there. 

We're pounding this in. Maybe got loose on us. Yup. Now that shows •• , 

that's a better picture or the headworks. Now we got •• osee the bars 

·~u» 
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that go in here? And the men wind ito (McK: yes, yao) Take around 

this, you take that, that ••• you pull that off and put it in the 

bateau, and rustle(?) off' down t .he whole length of the 

anchor, down just as far as the anchor is 0 And I'll grab it with my 

hands and I'll hang .on to ito See, you gotto put the rope on, and 

then they put the anchor on top of that. And I'll hang on to that 

anchor till we get down •• owe 1 11 take that rope right out, and 1 1 11 

throw the anchor overboard and holler out, 11 0 0 K! 11 Holler back and 

they'll start winding again 0 

McK: Oh, ya, and then the logs will just come rightooo 

Skol:No; you're winding and you're pulling the boom downo We've got a boom 

here with several thousand cords in it. Severa1.,,.thousand cords in it. 

Well, there 1 s a • o o there I amo Now here 1 s where we,• re t :aking that 

out and putting it in the stern of the boat. Now, that's me right 

there. Now when you get that pulled out to the stern of the boat, 

you pull up the anc~or. Yup. Here we are agai~. 

McK: They take you right through, step by step. Gee, who took ,these pic­

tures? They're very good, aren't they? 

Skol:Yao Here we areo Nowo We have at the head of. the lake big booms; 

and we•ve gotoooif it's still and the wind is right, we're startedo 

But if you get the least l~ttle mite of South wind, you can't move 

them, because you got this great big boom that could cover about a 

half an acre of land with a boom around it, see? 

McK: And the wind would give too much resistance? 

Skol:And then these menu.the wind has gone downo The wind has gone down, 

and the wind is righto If the wind had been the other way, we couldn't 

do a darned thing except go ahead. Just as soon as the wind was right 

we'd start working. And we 1d work all daye And if the wind was right, 

we'd work all n1ghto 



McK: 

Skol: 

MoK: 

Skol: 

McK: 

Skol: 

McK~ 

Skol: 

Oh really? You even worked at night? 

Yes, if the wind was righto The least little amount of wind, it would 

pull her right backo You can't hold hero And all 

we can do is pull her ashore and get her hitched onto the shore to 

hold hero 

There's a good picture showing the boom there •way in the backo 

Ya, there's a boomo That's made of spruce logso That's four foot 

stuff o Here's a bateauo This is a big boat, this is a big boato 

Thirty, yuh, twenty or twenty-five foot longo Twenty five or thirty 

foot longo 

There's the four rowers in it you were talking abouto 

Yuho That'll hold both crewso See the little bow on it? I think the 

set over at Dixfield used to handleo •• different men for bowmeno I 

always handled stern, see? 

Oh, yeso Well# what are you doing right here, now? 

Where? On the shore? Doing nothingo Just doingo•oOh, yeah, here 

we are 0 Here's a boom of logso Here's a boom right back hereo The 

wind's passing downo We're pushing for shore as quick as we cano 

And in case. 00 we got to hitch her on a treeo Hold hero We can't 

hold her if she's being pushed by the windo 

McK: Oh yeah 0 Now is this pick-pole he's holding touching the bottom of 

the lake? 

Skol: Oh, yes, yeso Up near the shoree Up near the shoreo Now there we 

areo A boomo Taking her, putting a rope around the boomo The boom, 

see, you got these spruce logs forty to fifty feet longooo 

MoK: How do you link them together? 

Skol: Oh, ya, linked together with a chaino 

McK: With chaino 

Skol: Boom chains on each endo Go around them, 
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McK: Did you ever get any Penobscot men over in this direction2 

Skol: We'd, see, there was a big camp at the foot of the lake. Big camp 

at the foot of the lake. Ah, therre 1 s a dam there still. And, ah, 

we was there one night, and I know ••• and old Thayer Brown from the 

Brown Company in Berlin, New Hampshire, he come in and brought in 

half a dozen - I guess it was a dozen men - and we'd just gone to 

bed in our bunks. We just turned right in with our 0 •• fellers all 

wet. Just took off our calk shoes - shoes with aalks in them, calk 

shoes for climbing around. 

McK: Wet clothes and all! 

Skol: And old Thayer Brown came in and hollered, "Sendin' up more men! 

Make room for these men! Squeeze in! 

Get up in the morning, breakfast at nine o 1 clock ••• no, breakfast 

before light; at nine o'clock we'd have a lunch. They'd come out 

with our lunch. Oh, we had plenty of ham and eggs, hot biscuits, 

hot cake. In the morning's it's always beans we'd have for break-

fast. 

McK: Always beans in the morning? 

Skol: At two o'clock, the cook or cookee would come 0 There we was lined 

up on the river. We'd always - the cook - meet mim somewheres. He'd 

bring that out to us at two o'clock. At night we'd come in, and a 

good many times, we'd have crackers and cheese and cat fish and hot 

or something. 

McK: Gee, that makes ••• that 1 s about four meals a day, isn't it? 

Skol: Oh, yeah. Four meals a day. Sure. Yup. Four meals a day, yup. 

McK: Did you ever drive in the Swift River? 

Skol: Not much. I never drove in Swift River. On Swift River you 

had but two drives on Swift River. 

never 

McK: Oh. Oh. They used the railroad over there, did they, or ••• 

)~ 

~ 
Skol: Ya. For six years Gates and, ah, you had around there six years. First 



in back of these mountains here, it was all timber spruceo It waso•• 

Well, to start out your story, 11081)11 
~kol: I helped build the railroad through Byron. The broad guage through 

Byron and -- Roxbury and Byron 0 I helped build that railroad. Ya. 

I helped -- I held horses there. The Italians --Well now, we built 

that railroad in eighteen hundred (ninety five) through Byron and 

Number Six. And I worked for old around there with a pair of ----
hor horses. He'd back back with his little cart and the Italians would 

load up there and I'd go dump that; then I'd back the other horse in 

and they'd load that. And that was how that was all built - by Italians, 

1904, ya in 1904 - the Sandy River was the narrow guage - when 

the broad guage crossed the Androscoggin River in Rumford right through 

down there in front of the -- where the A&P is now, in there some 

where, by the house that burned down there this winter sometime. 

That's ·-- there was the bridge that crossed the Androscoggin right 

there. Ya. 

McK: So you helped build that railroad. 

Skol: Ya. Ya. 

McK: Ah, they had some side branches, didn't they, going in to like, ah, 

Blanchard and Twitchell's had an operation there. 

Skol: Now, that's what -- there -- that's what I was trying to think of -

Blanchard and Twitchell. Did you -- you heard about that? 

McK: I heard about that. They had a big camp there, didn't they? A big 

Skol: Oh, I -- ah, ya. See now. I've got a plan of that. 

McK: Blanchard and Twitchell 1 s? 

Skol: Blancha~d and Twitchell. I worked in there myself all one winter. 

McK: You did? 

Skol: Sure. In "98. (McK: There was a -- the tracks ••• ) Have you ever 

been to the pond on TU!Ilbledown Mountain out there? (McK: Ah, ya.) 

You have been? (McK: Yes.) I"ll tell you something, you wouldn't 
~ 

believe it. I've been right o~;;~ f~ ~i'.J 

' - . /lu7Jj~ ~ 
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McK: Gee. · 

Skol: Now, how did I get there? 

McK: I don't know. Don't ask me! 

Skol: Yessir. I've been right on that pond with four horses. Well, for --

Blanchard and Twitchell. 

McK: How did they get the logs down? How did the -- how did they get them 

down? 

Skol: Now, that railroad crossed the Androscoggin, crossed the Androscoggin 

River in 1902 up that route. Blanchard and Twitchell was in there 

six years. Right in behind these mountains. Right up in here. Jack-

son and Tumbledown mountain. Right in there, and they built a rail-

road - the main line - up through into Byron, and up the East Branch 

and thenWest Branch of, of Swift River. East Branch went right up 

towards Madrid, and the Stockbridge Branch came right in behind the 

mountains here. Had two branches. One ••• Now let me see if I can 

I've got a map of that whole thing. 

McK: You have a map of it. 

Skol: Sure I have. 

McK: Gee. 

Skol: In 1902, the Sandy River -- across the -- in 1902 Blanchard and Twitch­

ell built the railroad through. In 1902, they built it right through 

there. And 1903, they went up - the railroad -- we went up the East 

Branch. It comes out, ah, Number One. Ah, let me see if I can 

let me get a pencil and paper. I can give you a sketch of it. (Gets 

up and goes over to desk to get pencil and paper. Pause of about a 

minute.) I've got it somewheres. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

Skol: Well, let's say this is Rumford. (Sketches point A of map.) Now we 

! cross tqe ~ndroscoggin Riv~r. You go up there through Roxbury.(Extends 

~ ~.:;:: ~::/n5:X~~ ~P;;~1de:: 
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line through Point B.) You go right up -the river. You go right -­

you have to go right through to Oquossoc. (McK: Yeah, right.) Well, 

through, through, there's, ah, Hop City. Let's say this is -- we'll 

say this isi Byron, right here. You lmow where that is? (McK: Yes, 

·ya.) Byron. (Draws line to point C.) Go up here above Byron on the 

main line. Blanchard and Twitchell comes off the main line right 

there. (Indicates point D.) Comes off the main line and comes right 

up here. (Extends line toward point E.) Now we go up five for every 

hundred. (Inaudible sentence.) 

McK: That's a steep grade, isn't it? 

Skol: Ya. Let's say -- here --let's say we come up (pause as he draws line 

up through point F,) this, then, is the railraod coming off the main 

line. Blanchard and Twitchell. (McK: Mmm-hmm.) We came right up 

here.(Pause as he draws line up through point G.) Ah, that's right. 

This is behind the mountains. (McK: Mmm-hmm.) (Pause.) Now this 

is. Stockbridge Branch. (Indicates line G.) Here. This is -- now 

this is Tumbledown Mountain right in behind here. {Draws circle H) 

This is Stockbridge Branch. Here's Tumbledown Pond down in here. 

(IDraws circle I.) They went up -- and in here we built Number Four, 

Five, and Seven. Four, Five, and Seven was along the Stockbridge 

Branch. 

McK: I'm going to mark them, here. (Pause, while McKenna puts the figures 

4, 5, and 7 at the points indicated by Skolfield.) 

Skol: And here we have Number One. And here Number Two. And that is the 

-- here, and -- this, this is as far as the locomotives run. ¥ett 

~,~and the other one. I dont know who was on~ocomotive] 
Number Two. Number Two. Ya. And [campl Number Three, well, them 

big cars ------- at Number Three. They loaded big devml spruce. 

They'd been growing for thousands of years, you know!:> 
~rt!Yld ) 
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Skol: 
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McK: 

Skol: 

MoK: 

Skol: 
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(Pause of several secondso) Boy•sooothat boy•s ••• now there's some, 

someo 00 boom right there, see? Standing on the boom. 

Oh yeah, you oan just see it above the watero 

Yuh, there's a bateauo Now here's the stuff they picked UPo Stuff 

that the windo. 0 that 1 s stuff that's gone over the boom. They'll 

pick it up and put it in a boato Take it in the boat and throw it 

overboard inside the boom. 

Did that boom ever break? 

Oh, well, no; not•s I knowo We never lost a boom, no. We got these 

big spruce logs, you know, and they got them big chains on the end 

of it thereo There's a he got right thereo 

Well, now, or was it? Look at the fish he goto It's a good one. 

Give it to the cook to cook and eat for lunch.oo 

Oh, really? Gee, that must beooo 

I didn't see it 0 (McK: Ya, in the 0 •• well) The time keeper in the 

wagon, not that one? That's not the one, is it? Who was the cook, 

do you remember?) 

Skol: Oh, my ~od 000different ones, different 000 

McK: Different ones? 

Skol: Different ones 0 Old Harry Rand, used to live in Dixfieldo He got 

a son in Dixfield now 0 Carl Rand? 

McK: 

Skol: 

McK: 

Skol: 

Oh yes. 

Harry Rand. Thre was. 0 .we used to have a man from Lewiston would come 

up every spring. Lewis. Barney Lewis. 

From Lewiston? 

Lewiston. Oh, yes, we had men from Lewiston up here river driving in 

the Spring of the year. Yup 0 On these big spruce for Gates and Harlow. 

Early. Oh, they'd send up thirty or forty men in the Spring of the 

year. 
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McK: Gee. How long were they, about? 

Skol: Oh, about -- trees in there about fifty, sixty, seventy feet long. 

Oh, big timber spruce. Big spruce. Been growing in there forever, 

you know. (McK: Gee.) 

Skol: Ya. Ya. And you'd ••• That was -- that was the end of the, that was, 

we'd turn there. We'd a.eme back up to Number Three. We come up here 

at night time. We'd get in here and here was a roundhouse where we 

ah, we come off the main line and backed into the roundhouse. The 

locomotives, see? (McK: Mmm-hmm.) Now, Blanchard and Twitchell. 

We come up here, ya. And we come up the East Branch. Right here 

we go Number One. Number One Camp. 

McK: Oh, a camp. Oh ya. 

Skol: That's right. Number Two right up here. That's headquarters. There 

was -- big camp right there, and a big office, and a big 

We brought wood and (milk?) over. Number Two. There was several 

camps there, oh •••• Joe, Jim Lary and Ward Lary and Ward Lary's son. 

~im Lary was boss and, ya. But that was Number Two. That was the 

number of the camp. People see that's •••• the clerk here at the office 

in the big building there where they used to have all kinds of clothing 

there -- ah, clothes. And here was camps along in here, I'd say. 

ThJt'd be Number Two. 

McK: Did the --did the railroad track go right up through Number Two, or 

did it stop down here? 

Skol: No. Ah, no, it went right up here. {Pointing to Stockbridge Branch.) 

McK: Oh, the railroad went up --ah, I see. So this is just a road over here 

then. (Points to East Branch.) 

This, this was the railroad here. (Points to Stockbridge Branch.) Now 

we'll see, we're headed up. We'd get down in there a~e~d~~~h.Cli_N.# 

I worked on that railroad myself. As a brakeman. CJPU -.[;;TVV!Vrr---1 
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McK: Oh, you did. 

Skol: Yes sir. And we'd come up here. We'd back in for the night in here. 

Now, see, we're backed in. Now we've got to turn that -- turn her. 

So in the morning, we'd come out and we'd go over here. We'd backe~ 

in. See? Now we'll head outo We'll head out here. (Towards point J.) 

Ya. We're headed out. Now we --we come back here. We'd turn on a 

Y (at point J.) See, we're headed out. (Toward 6amp Three.) So now 

we'd back in here. Here we are on the line, and we're all turned 

around again, see? (McK: Oh, ya.) Now, when we back up to Three, 

now we're all turned around. There's Number Two. That was head­

quarters. (McK: Mmm-hmm.) That was where there was a big house, and 

that was whe~e there was all the grain, hay, and everything. And 

we'd back up to Number Three. One mile. There was a mile between all 

these camps. (McK: Oh, I see.) We'd back up here to Number Three Camp in 

there. That's Number Three. And that was built of logs, that camp 

right there. 

McK: How many men in a camp, do you suppose? 

Skol:Oh, twenty-five. Ya. You go one mile further and you come to Camp 

Number Six. Ya. Now we go from Camp Number Six --we've got Seven 

in here --Camp Number Six. WE go to Camp Number Eight. No, wrong. 

I've got Number Six. Number Six, ya, Number Six. Number Eight, 

Number Nine. Oh yes, that's right, ya. Number Eight, ya. You go 

one mile further we get to Camp Number Nine. 

McK: Gee, they had them all up in there, huh? 

Skol: Ya. Ya. Now I run up in here somewheres, and there's Camp Number 

Ten. That was the, ya. That was the camps. They had all these 

camps right in there. They was in there six years. 

McK: Did they ever. use Lombards in thre, ah 

Skol.: Huh? 
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McK: Did they ever use those big Lombards in there; those, ah, steam, 

steam locomotives with the sleds on them? 

Skol: Oh, yes, we had all kinds of horses •. I know Blanchard and Twi~chell 

we was in there the winter of 1 980 The time we had that big storm 

off Portland, and the Maine went down 0 

McK: The winter of 198, huh? 

Skol: 198, yuho And Old Cass Twitchell was in there himself o We was in 

there and, and come a big storm across and we'd take four hours 

and drive through the woods anywhereo Yupo 

McK: What was that Twitchell like? Do you remember him? 

Skol: What? 

McK: Do you remember Twitchell himself, at all? 

Skol: Twitchell? 

McK: Yuho 

Skol: Oh, sureo 

McK: What kind of a guy, a feller, was he? 

Skol: Oh, well, he was the head. I didn't see Mro Blanchardo I don't 

know as I ever saw Mra Blanchard 0 Mro Twitchell was in thereo 

Yupo Yupo Now the winter of 1 98-,we came over from, let's see, 

numbereeoI"ve got, oh yao 00 We come up here to Number Seveno Most 

of this in here theyo •• the small locomotive took care of this oneo 

Harry Purinton was engineer on that 0 

McK: Who was that? 

Skol: Harry Purintono It had a list on it in thereo In the fall of the 

yeara And there came a big storm. And old Jim LaJ;>Y says to Harry, 

"Be careful because 0 o_on .. the tpack coming up on the westo" Old Jim 

Lary was the walking boss. He stayed, this was his headquarters 

right here. Harry'Purinton went up that mountain, and he put on 

too much load. He started back. Got down to ••• and he couldn't 
r-ror11()/ld 
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hold hero Zoomed right into the woods 0 Killed ~ 

Now here we come to Number Seveno Now from Tumbledown Pond, 

(You got Tumbledown, you know; you got Jackson up here), from the 

head of Tumbledown Pond, it's kind of a gradual slope. This side 

of Tumbledown. This is kind of a gradual slopeo The pond's up in 

here. We came over on this side of the slope beyond Tumbledown 

Pond and cut alot of four-foot stuff o Four-foot pulpwood logs 0 

Not big logs. We came over here on this side and cut alot of four-

f foot stuff from Number Seven 0 We came down. You may not have not­

iced it, but between Jackson and Tumbledown fs a slope in there; 

a big valley that's not too - it's just about like that, you know 0 

(Skolfield indicates a gradual slope with his hand.) Then it goes 

down to the river. 

McK: Just kind of gradual. 

Skol: Yup. Came down in here and cut alot of four-foot stuff. Yupo We 

came up here with two four-horse teams and we came down here, and 

we'd go down to the pona, and the only place, this route in here, 

we'd go down to the pond with four horses - or eight horses, too, 

but I'm not ••• - and turn around on the pond. 

McK: What pond is that now? 

Skol: Tumbledown Pond. 

McK: Oh, yeah. 

Skol: See, we'd turn around and go back up and pick up this four-foot 

stuff, see? And go up on the mountain and down to the railroad 

with it. That's where they got that four-foot stuff, on this side 

of the... And that's when - that winter - I was over there. And I 

was with a team one day and I came home. And I 

came over Tumbledown and I came over to Weld on the crust and the 

four horses and I was down on that pond with the team and turned 

~ ~li1__M(}rJ ~( 
(j iiJ ;vl_a,l 
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around. I been right on Tumbledown Pond with four horses. And 

then we'd go up there, back up to the railroad, and down through. 

Yupo So that•s Blanchard and Twitchell. 

McK: That's the layout there. 

Skol: Yupo 

McK: Did you ever go up as far as South Bog, there, where Porter and 

Thomas were operating? 

Skol: No. No. 

McK: Not that far up, huh? 

Skol: No. So that's Blanchard and Twitehell 0 JJac-u.,tA. ~·-~-VJ~ -\itte 
~ a,lJ. 'T l"'CP .> ~ ) 

Man name of Irving (Southwell?) was engineer. · 

(NOTE: t,he followi:·ng handwr.ttten pages have been typed and that typed 

copy follows the handwritten ones.} 
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and Ph_illip (Clearwater?) was brakeman and so was I. We'd take 

them big .•. well, them big, them big trucks. We'd just 

those big logs, that's long lumber, finally; of course then it 

was spruce; we were, we were ... long spruce and we'd cut 

them together see? See, see, and the long logs sticking out. So we'd 

cut them together, the long, long spruce in here. 

Mike: 

Skol: 

Mike: 

Skol: 

Mike: 

gj-p1 IS 

Now we'd go down here and we might go down along down here. 

We'd get down just about here and we'd drop five feet per 

hundred. We'd ka:iui kea:Di head down to the main line. _And we'd 

get down here Phil Clearweather and myself. We'd jump out. 

Now all them logs was just as 

and then the handle of the brake would be just like a broomstick 

handle. (Mike:Oh, oh.) We'd we'd come out here 

This slope and theytd slh.ow up . And(we're in a locomotive now) 

we'd jump right here; Phil Clearwater would grab that last 

handle and give it a turn and I'd grab the next one and give it 

a turn and we'd slow her fast. You had to put the brakes 

to slow up before you got to the main 

line, see? 

Oh, yes. Guess you had a big load of logs behind you, huh? 

about 7 thousand feet of logs on a 

.We'd brakes, you 

down, down to the main line. 

Well, Blanchard and Twitchell owned this line. The railroad 

didn't own that side track. 

No, Blanchard and Twitchell owned all this in here. Yep. 

And they owned their own locomotives, and they owned them 

owned every thing. 



Skol: 

Mike: 

Skol: 

Mike: 

Skol: 

Mike: 

Skol: 

Mike: 

Skol: 
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Oh yes, I guess so. I don't know what worked 

on the old Shay, the old bmg one.And he 

brought them out of the woods.And number 2 right here? Here's 

a great big shed right here, sort of a great big shed where 

everybody got their wood for all them camps. Oh yes, right 

in, in here, too, #2- a big cook's camp. A big cook's camp 

in there, yep. 

Would everybody eat in the same place? Or did they eat at their 

own camp? 

Oh well all these different camps .. 

They had their own cooks, each camp? 

Yes, I know Ward Larry's son cooked right there number •.. no 

yes number nine. I was up there a while. Number 9~ And old 

Ward Larry, it was his son was cook. Yep. Ward Larry and Jim 

Larry both had camps down here. Yep and then the men in the 

office and in the store. He had a camp too. Yep. In there with 

his wife and family. Yep. 

I heard that where they, oh, they ate you had to be pretty 

quiet, didn't you? 

Well around nine o'clock. 

I mean you couldn't be talking while you were eating. 

Around 9 o'clock we were supposed to be, you were supposed 

to be all in bed at 9 o'clock. The lights were out. Yep. (Mike: 

go)But Saturdays, the men in the camps would come· down to the 

railroad and they'd gather here at number 2 and get in 

their camp things and 

get their mittens, and their tobacco and all that stuff, 

~nd tnei~ g~oce~ies, In f~ct that's wbe~e the locomotives used 
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to unload everything. (Mike:Oh yes) Right by Number 2. Number 2 

was the village. That's what it was. Yep. and well ... they'd 

come in in the evening and tell stories and perhaps end with 

a fight, for pasttime. 

Mike: Did they do any singing or anything like that? 

Skol: No. (Mike:No.) Oh there was an old fellow in there name of 

Anthony Bullier and he probably was he 

was a fat man He could fight the ..• you ... he was a champion, 

he was tough, nobody wanted to •.•. there was another felmow 

in there got in a scrap one night and right 

each other. This other fellow that was in the 

fight gave it to him good. 

Bad fight with his feet.Yep. 

Mike: Did they have any Canadians working in there? 

Skol: Oh, yes I don't know. 50¢ a day, about $13 a month. 

50C a day $13 a month , a lot of money.Yep. Then you got 

your food of course. 50¢ a day, $13 a month. 

Mike: It's not very much is it? 

Skol: No. Yes I worked 15 different springs in and around these 

lakes here. I bateaued down that river fifteen springs. From 

the time .. I never took the batteau out from the time we left 

Weld Pond til we got to Dixfield. Andon four foot stuff .This 

was another big job I had, ah I had a crew of men and I cut 

po~ple. Just about the time, in the spring of the year. 

~' _ ~Lif~~ and took that down to Dixfield. After that we would go to 

~~~ In fact the only time I'd take the logs out on 

~ 

boom down the stuff into Weld Pond 

the river was when we got down to Dixfield. We had to watch the 

dam-go up now-put them into the Androscoggin. And we's end way 



Mike: 

Skol: 

Mike: 

Skol: 

Mike: 

Skol: 

Mike: 

Skol: 
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Oh, you drove right down the AndrosB.oggin? 

Sure. I was on bateau down there. On bateau. And I had ••. I 

was foreman of that down there. Yep.I was foreman of this 

crew from the time it started loggin here in 1809,10,11 or 12 

10 and 11, 10 ¥HBXS yep 10 and 11. And 11,12. Mixed up. I'm 

mixed up 1912.Down .•. got this stuff in that been down below 

Canton. 

Was that a sorting gap down there? 

No no they got some big piers they used to put 

booms on to keep the lumber from going down the river any 

further. 

They had a saw ... they had a sawmill down there in Canton did they? 

Yes. They had other bi.g piers out there in the river and boom 

across to hold .. and then they'd take it to Lewiston. Drive it 

to Lewiston. That's as far as I'd ever go. ~hat was the end of 

my job right there. 

Oh yes. Did you ever see them working on that sorting gap 

up above Rumford there, that operation 

No,no. In nineteen ..• I finished that job in nineteen. I got that .. 

I finish work for them. I finished that job when we got the 

drive down into the boom there. And I know us boys-some of us 

we were going to 

some of us, some of us. We went back and 

the train at Canton or somewhere and went to Lewiston- went 

~ ~to Portland. Some of us were going to Lewiston. I think I 

n~~J'~i went to Portland. And I bought me a suit of clothes.Gentlemen's 

~ \Q ~ clothes. got some decent clothes on. Went back to Lewiston 

~~~~and they were holding a ciccus in Lewiston. Seems though I got 

\jf;:J~)JY' to Lew~ston. Seem~ a~ though I ~ight. to a circus. The next 



Mike: 

Skol: 

11.08030 

day . I come home .• Tbat was 1912. Tha..t was in August. 

It took that long for the drive to~ •• how long, how long was 

that drive? A couple of months? 

No,no,no. Before 1912 May 
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1 Skol: Oh, there's a crew of boys right there, picking the rear 

off 'n the shore 0 

, I 

• I 

•: 

.· 





Skol: There's another one, right there: a boy with a pick poleo 

Pickin' up rear off'n the shoreo 

,j McK: Mmm-hmmo 
' 

·1Skol: Settin 1 up there with his pole, in a treeo 
I 
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';Skol: There's a rish he got right there 0 Look at the fish he 
'\ 
' ., 
, I 

'· 
:! 

' ! 
' I 
' 

gotl It's a good one 0 Give it to the cook to cook and 

eat for lunch. 





McK: Who was the cook? Do you remember? 

Skol: Oh my god, different oneso Differentooo 
'I 

McK: Different ones? 

Skol: Different oneso Old Harry Rand - used to live in Dix-

:1 .fieldo Harry Rand. There was - we used to have a man 

from Lewiston would come up every spring. Lewis. 

Barney Lewis. 

.i 

·1 

McK: From Lewiston? 

Skol: Lewiston. Oh, yes, we had men from Lewiston up here 

river driving in the Spring of the year. Yup. On these. 

big spruce for Gates and Harlow. Earlyo Oh, they'd 

send up thirty or forty men in the Spring of the year. 

1 • • 
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Skol: There we are. Now they're coming out with lunch. That•$ 
1: ,· old Mel Holland from Dixfield 0 He's come out with the 

lunch. 

McK: Oh, that's the wagon he used to come out with? 

Skol: Yup. 

MaK: He'd bring it right out to you, huh? 

Skol: That's the Spring of the year. See, that's snow right 

there. 

McK~ Now, was he the cook, or the cookee, or••• 

Skol~ No, no, no. He's just - he was time keeper. 

= 





Skol: Get up in the morning, breakfast at nine o'clock - no, 

.. 
:1 
I 

, j 

~ I McK: 

' 1 

Skol: 
·i 

:1 

.. McK; 

:1 
,; 

breakfast before light; at nine o'clock we'd have a 

luncho They'd come out with our luncho Oh, we had 

plenty of ham and eggs, hot biscuits, hot cakeo In the 

mornings it's always beans we'd have for breakfasto 

Always beans in the morning? 

At two o'clock, the cook or cookee would cameo There 

we was lined up on the river 0 We'd always - the cook 

meet him somewhereso He'd bring that out to us at two 

,_ 
I , ,. 

I 

o'clock. At night we'd come in; and, a good many times, , 

we'd have crackers and cheese and cod fish or something.
1 

Gee, that makes - that's about four meals a day, isn't 

it? 

·' .. Skol: Oh yeah. Four meals a day. Sureo Yup. Four meals 

a day 0 

.. 





- ,_ 

·I 
i 
I 

I 

:1 
I 

I 
I 
i 

:i 
" " 

:1 
·i 
·1 

•' I 

:I 
I 

·' 
' I 

·: 
" ' 
" 
,, 

·i 

I! 

Skol: 

MoK: 

Skol: 

MoK: 

Skol: 

McK: 

Skol: 

Now here we areo Here 1 s the bateauo 

Oh really? Did they have the bateaux on that river? 

Oh, yes; about the same kind as thato Yes, siro 

Did you ever - were you ever in the bateau? 

Oh, that was my - I always handled bateauo 

Oh, really? 

Yup. r.was strong on the bateau. Old Jimmy Sw;an,, who 

was master for Bierce and Wilson,, he said to me,, "I 

want you to tackle those oarso Stand on one of those 

boatso" He run two boats down the rivero I says,, 11 ! 

can 1 t handle ito" "Yes,, you cant" He put me on that 

boat, and I always handled it after thato Every year. 

,, 
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Skol; Now this is right down here - the bridge you just came 

acrosso Down here about half a mile 0 

McK: Oh, by the cornero 
.. 

Skol: The next one belowo There's that bridge right there, 

and this is a jam above the bridge. Probably some ice 
,, 
!· 

down belowo••oSO we got the river full, and, nowo•o 
" 

I 
.. 

Skol: Oh, you had to haul on it, and it's likely, if the lake' 

is open,, that it'd run into the boom in about an hour's: 

time,, probably. 
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My name is Peter MaKennao This is Saturday 1 April 5, 1975,;_ 

and I'm on my way to interview Mr 0 Thomas Skolfield of Weld, 

· Maine, about the days when he used to work on the Webb River 

.: log drives. 
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McK: :i 
I• 
! :; 

Skol: 
:i 

;i McK: 

You drove on the Webb River, did you? 

(Looking through photo album) Now, this was in 19010 

I ,. 

I: 

!: 

Now, there• s another one right there. Now, this was, ~ : 

ah -

1901. 

;1 Skol: 1901. Webb River. Yes. 
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Skol: That boy •s standing on the boomo 
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Skol: Now here's the stuff they picked UPo Stuff that tr.e 

wind - that's stuff that's gone over the boomo They'll 

pick it up and put it in a boato Take it in the qoat 

and throw it overboard. inside the boomo 

Mc~~ Did that boom ever break? 

Skol: Oh, well, noo Nat's I lmow. We never lost a boom, noo 

We got these big spruce logs, you know; and they got 

them big chains on the end or it, thereo 
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Skol: And this is a set of headworkso Now, this is a set of 

headworks of thirteen logs 0 And there's the capstano 

We had to make - you make a spindle, and take a - two 

spruces and split them and hollow them out inside and 

put bands around them0 And they set on top of this 

here. 

McK: And there it is right over that man's heado 

Skol: And we wind - see that rope on it? 

McK: Yes, I cano It's all wound around, thereo 

Skol: Yupo Yupo You take that off - here's the bateauo 

This is the bow, and this is the stern. 

l 

' • 
I 

' 
!-

, : 

.. 

! 
' · 





McK: Mmm-hmmo This looks like an anchor here" 

Skol: There's the anchor, yupo I 111 show you more about it 

in a minuteo Now there's old John Kidder, hereo Here 

we areo We're pounding this in. Maybe got loose on 

us. 





Skol: You put the anchor in the boat and rustle off down the 

whole length of the ropeo I'll hang on to that anchor 

till we get downo We'll take that rope right out~ and 

I'll throw the anchor overboard and holler out, "OoK!" 

Holler back, and they'll start windingo 

McK: I see; and then the logs will come right alongo 





Skol: Now that shows - that's a better picture of the headworks 0 

Now we got - see the bars that go in here? And the men 

wind it 0 We've got a boom here with several thousand 

cords in it 0 If it's still and the wind is right, we're 

startedo But if you get the least little mite of south 

wind» you can•t move themo 

The wind has gone downo The wind has gone down, and the 

wind is right 0 If the wind had been the other way, we 

couldn't do a darn thingo Just as soon as the wind was 

right, we'd start working 0 And we'd work all dayo And 

if the wind was right» we 1 d work all nighto 

McK: You even worked at night? 

Skol: Yes, if the wind was righto The least little amount of 

wind, it would pull her right backo You can't hold hero 

And all we can do is pull her ashore and get her hitched 

onto the shore to hold hero 





McK~ There's a good picture showing the boom therei •way in 

the backo 

Skol: Yup. There's a boom. That's made of spruce logs. 

That's four foot stuff o 

McK~ How do you link them together? 

Skol: Linked together with a chaino 

McK: With chain. 

Skol: Yup. Boom chains on each end. 





Skol: Here's a bateau 0 This is a big boat, this is a big boato 

Thirty, yuh, twenty or twenty five foot long 0 Twenty 

five or thirty foot longo I always handled stern., see? 

There's a boom of logs 0 There's a boom right back hereo 

The wind's passing downo We're pushing for shore as 

quick as we cano And in case - we got to hitch her on 

to a treeo Hold her. We can't hold her 1r she's being 

pushed by the windo 
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McK: That looks like a dam, thereo 

Skol: That's down at the foot of the lakeo Here I am, right 

in here 0 And there's old Rol Snowman 0 And there's 

Don Gates, the old foreman of the job we was driving fo~o 

McK~ Oh yeah. There's their names right there. Now 6 what 

dam is this? 

Skol: This is the dam at the foot of the lake. 

McK: Oh yeah. 

Skol: Getting the stuf'f all down, yup. This is the dam at 

the foot of the lake~ yupo 

McK: Now, the logs would go right through that sluice-way 

there? 

Skol: Yup. And right down the river. Now this lake is 

plumb full of logs up in here 0 And they're sluicing 

them down the river. 
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· i Skol: Well# there' a another one of the o •• 
·' 

McK: That's that same dam# isn't it? And the sluice-way; or 

a close-up of 1to That's not there anymore# is it? 

·I Skol: What? 

McK: Is that dam still there? 

Skol: Oh# yes. Well# it's pretty well wrecked# of courseo 
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Skolg Well, there's Mount Blue and the stream right thereo 

McK: Mmm-hrrun 0 Logs there - in the streamo 
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Now here we are. A picture of Mount Blue over by 

Bowley Stream. Yup. 

Ya, the logs are right there. Ah ••• 

Yup, this one is ••• 

Now is that a sluice there? 

No, no, no, no 0 That was - that was - I think this 

' " 

I' ,t 
,i 

" 
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was a four footer drive for Gates and Harlow of Dixfiel~~ 

And that other boy in there - That's the foot of Mount 

Blue. That's on Bowley Stream. 
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Skol: 

McK: 

Skol: 

McK: 

Skol: 

McK: 

Skol: 

McK: 

Skol: 

That's me in there, back too 

this is Ono 

It looks like pretty wet work. 

I don't know what stream 

Oh, you'd go right down there and wade right in over 

your knees. Sure 0 Yup. 

Did you come back home at night, or did you ••• 

Oh, no; we stayed in tents. 

You slept in. o o 

Tents. Yup. 

This time or year, you'd sleep in tents? 

In the Spring of the year, yup. 

McK: How could you keep warm? 
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Skol: Here we are 0 There I am right there againo 

McK: Oh, right here 0 Back too Yeaho 

Skol: YUPo 

" :• 





Skol: Now that's me again 0 See, I helped the - that's me in 

there againo See, I used to take charge of the whole 

thing for Gates and Harlow of Dixfieldo Used to have 

a drive on Bowley Brook - and on this brooko Such a 

big drive on the East Brook alwayso And West Brook, 

down on that sideo Snowman Brook, you never had a 

1 McK: 

drive on; but they always had a big drive on West Brook 0 

Coming down the moW1tains up in there, and the whole 

neighborhood up in there - the whole country up in there. 

Gates and Harlow; and then Bierce and Wilson, and dif­

ferent oneso Lots of people loggingo 

Did they mark those logs so they could tell whose they 

were? 

Skol: Oh, no, no 0 God, noo 

McK: How did they sort them out for the different mills? 

Skol: That's probably all four foot sticks for Gates and Har­

lowo 
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Skol: Now hereo Now here we are putting in the rear with 

pickaroonso There's old Cleveland Masterman; I remem- 1. 

ber himo Right in the ice watero I remember old Matt " 

" 
Thurston up at Black Stream~ I was just standing there,, :: 

" 
me and another one,, and he says,, "Jump in there! Jump 1~ 

in there! That won't burn youl" Right in there amongst~ : 
the ice,, you know. ' I 
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Skol: Now here's a boy right here picking - putting in the 

rearo Pick pole 0 Don't know who that waso 

McK: Oh; he's on the rear crew there? 

Skol: Yupo Oh# fifteen# twenty# twenty-five men1 perhapso 

MoK: On the rear crew? 

Skol: On the crew. On the crewo 
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