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Interviewer; Michael Chaney Address: R¥D#1l, Box 243, Wiscasset, ME 0457
Interviewee: Charlotte Donnell Address: RFD#1, Wiscasset, ME 04578

Place of interview: Sheepscot, ME Date:  January 6,1978

Other people present:

Equipment used:  sony TR 27

Tape: Brand: gcotch av 176Size reel: 5 stxmel/ 1.5 mil Speed: 1 7/8
Cassette: Brand: C-30/C-60/C-120
Amount of tape used: (Side 1): 311 (Side 2): all

! e A discussion of the Sheepscot area history and Joe
Brief description of contents: Leighton. Some of the Leighton photographs were
discussed, some identifications of people were made from the Sheepscot section
of the collection. The work that has been done in Sheepscot area history was
also discussed, as Charlotte has done a good deal of work at the Lincoln County
Cultural and Historical Association. Part of the Leighton-Lincoln County Project.
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053 030 opening statement Kitsy (Catherine Colby) and
Martha Vaughan are coming up Monday with typed
copy of Sheepscot history, may be included if
Charlotte is willing

107 Charlotte talks of this history and the way it

was edited. [Part of it used for Nomination Form

for National Register for Historic Places;

"Sheepscot Farms" ]

125 [ [noise on tape-mike moved]

had history reduced [Maine Historic Preservation

Committee] , does not think there is any reason

the history under discussion could not go into
the Northeast Archives

150 104 [interruption, someone at the door] Barbara

Diaute came in, lives just this side of Mara _
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Mulligan's, beyond Miss Winslow's. She is trying
to develop some arts and crafts work but her
house is too small so she uses one of my rooms
upstairs

I will tell them tomorrow that you want the
descriptions of the houses for the Archives INAFQ
I refer in history that there is more to be
studied-between Tappan and Dunbar right on top
of each other with the same surveyor-[Cargill
Tappan's mother's family and his wife's mother's
family connected with the Batt Fall's name- must
be some connection; perhaps the BAtts were one
of the families; Mrs Tappan's wife's mother was
a Batt, his own mother was a Batt; his wife

and himself were cousins-back of those two Batt

rs is the father of both of them

[Charlotte gets a chart to show Mike about this]

I have a lifetime of things I want to do but
don't have a lifetime to do it

Here is the Tappan family tree, it starts with

Benjamin Woodbridge who came to Sheepscot (Mike:
"There are two.") in 1750, his father was
Benjamin too.

Ann Hodge was a Wiscasset girl, this is Benjamin

who married Suzanna Tappan. This man is not

buried here; he was a Harvard man 1695
Harvard has an index about all who were Harvard

men-says he was buried in Mass.
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came up here about 1750 and his children-this
chap was 20 years old when they came. Worked

for a man in Wiscasset and explored around

This one lived in Sheepscot-there are 3 in a row

Christopher TAppan who owned all the land

never lived here as far as I can find out
Tappan is the father of Suzanna who came here
with her husband Benjamin. They lived down on
the end of the point, now only a cellar hole

and now called Chase's Point

In my childhood it was called Woodbridge Point
William Chase is a descendent of the Woodbridges;
he is a grandson of Woodbridge. House there now
is built almost on the cellar hole. There is a

1760 map, James Forrester.

min died in 1797, neither are buried here.

He was the first representative that went down
from this area to the legislature.

I think he got sick down there and was buried
at Newburyport where he had originated
Christopher Tappan was the father of Suzanna
and he kxmmyg bought up the land. His father was
Peter Tappan and his mother was Jane Batt.

My hunch is that this family was here before
Tappan and that's why it is called Batt FAlls.
She died, born in 1611; he in 1614, and in 1797

should be 1697, he was 83 when he died
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Christppher Tappan knew about the place, the name

Batt meant that the Batts owned land around

the falls. Early maps show it as Batt Falls

topher Tappan's mother was a Batt and his wife

Sarah Angier was a Batt also, Ann Batt. Ann
Batt's father was Christopher Batt, the same man
Christopher and his wife were apparently cousins
I don't know where this family tree comes from.
It is from my family papers; this is Aunt Jennie
she was in DAR, the spearhead for restoration
and geneologies and research of that sort

Aunt Jennie was a regent of the DAR; this tree
was probably something she did

I came back only 20 years ago, for 30 years

I was not here at all. The first time I moved
here was when I was 9 months old, lived in the
house where Gerry Ross lives, was there for about
a year with her family. A troubled time for the
family. Then the family went to a fruit farm

in the Tenn. mountains. Moved from there to

the town of Lincoln in New Hampshire in the
White Mountains. Then went out to Iowa to my
mother's home. No, went to Wisconsin-father worke

in office with mother's brother. Then went to

Iowa. Then moved back here to the farm when I

was 12 years old. That was 6 places when I was

12 years old-came back in 1904
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in 1916. Then the place was sold, was too
isolated for mother to live there by herself

in those days. She couldn't run a farm. She had
an aunt in Iowa who was in her 90's and needed
her; had broken her hip. My mother was her only
family. She died at 101, her name was Aunt
Lottie. Mother was there 10 years looking after
her. We sold the farm in 1916 or 17, where the
Gordon's live now that's the Donnell place. Was
for 100 odd years. Sold to a man who was a

kind of foster child in our family. That was

Joe Kennedy-he was an orphan boy.

Grandpa tells a story about Joe who was an
orphan, was taken in by anyone who wanted a
chore boy, was small in statgre, probably
undernourished. The story was that Grandpa
Donnellgﬁmé into the Carney Store when this
little boy came in and asked if he wanted a
chore boy..Grandpa said he already had two, (my
father angiirother ). The next agm, little Joe
came with the clothes he had done up in a
handkerchief, walking up the lane, knocked at
the door and said "here I am Mr. Donnell."

He was taken and lived there for about 8 years.

He was 16 when he went down to Boston. They

sent him one term up to Kent's Hill Academy.



Interviewer’s tape #

7

1238 1 1150 g9

1150.1

el NAFOH Accession # Catalog pg. #

Index

NAFOH

Int.

Catalog

st

CAceos
af% colwn M.
Cooa,wmat VA

WWinchealie, 7

Boalor

_— " =

427

445

476

384

415

Which Kennedy family he belonged to I never

knew. The Carney store was known as Kennedy's
store. Not the same one, Joe had a brother, he
marrieda girl who was the daughter of his
employer in Boston. He drove a milk wagon for
a farmer outside of Boston, in Winchester. He
did well in his job. Was a salesman for Conway
Lumber Co. in Conway New Hampshire. Lincoln
was a private company town not far from Conway.

Lincoln was where we lived [New Hampshire]

My fasher died in 'l6. Mother sold the place thei
When I was in college outside of Boston I used
to go to Winchester once in a while to visit

Joe and his wife. I went to Wellesley College
did graduate work at the Univ. of Chicago, schoo
of social work there in Chicago started in the
Settlement House. In New York it was the Case
Work Agency known as the Charity Organization
Society.

Chicago was the first one-started lecture

series around the turn of the century. In 1920
it became an integral part of the university.

No financial backing from the University, had

to raise own funds-were in Cobb Hall- the first
building at the Univ of Chicago, founded 1893
these schools for social workers. Later the

New York School was incorporated into Columbia

Univ. school of social work



1218 14450 10

Interviewer’s tape # 78.6 NAFOH Accession # 1150.1 Catalog pg. #7

Index

NAFOH

Int.

Catalog

%@w Mswsdacr)
7:2,9% Yol ardf
’&waé.jdzif%

506

528

545

567

525

953

590

perid

was offered first job at an agency in
Minneopolis, did not know there was a school
for social workers then- went to work in
Minneopolis in 1919 doing what is now called
family case work, was a relief agency in those
days

Something over 150 schools now giving a
Master's degree in social work. 4-5 in New York,
several in Boston. Most Universities now offer
this. An extremely expensive form of education
There is a big demand for social workers now
supply does not meet the demand, must have
clinical experience in social work now

Back to Mr. Tappan-dates go back into 17th
century. Name Tappan has not stuck on any-
thing except an island on Great Salt Bay.
Power company wanted to put a tower on that
island a few years ago, only deed they could
find was to Christopher TAppan. So now on

the maps as Tappan ISland. Power company got

a quit claim deed to it from the courts.

Mike says he is interested in Joe Leighton.

refers to it as hard times [in Charlotte's

paper] it was hard times, ship building was

out, big lumber was all out
Mike asks if that's why Job's Mountain was all

clear of trees
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probably been cut over more than once-Job
Averill was operating here through the midpart
of the 18th century, evidently the mill had
been built during that time. He asked his
brother to come up and see about developing
the waterfalls , the power

576 IWhen I was a child it was just open pasture,
Joe's pictures show it all bare

620 Mike says in 1906 the mill at Batt Falls burned

Charlotte says "right"

580 Libby's and Kennedy's stores burned in 1907,
burned for reasons unknown, Bath Boxboard Company
had bought it but they never operated it, nobody
was down there.

636 Leighton was taking pictures in 1904.Remember abo
589 Joe Leighton-dullness, he had an obsession about
taking pictures, he wouldn't think of doing
anything else; he was a kind of a loner, odd with
his family, his sister Blanche was a chum of mine
Charles ILeighton's house was down at the foot

of the hill, about where the Gilberts built

their little house [Herbert Hiﬁu house]

was not the original-that one was built early 19t
century.

Ezekiel Leighton is on the map of the town that
was ordered in 1815~ was the official base of

all deeds.
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wants-Mike likes it] "Plan of the Sheepscot

Farms and the King's Highway" done in 1877,
traced from a survey and drawing done by
Alexander Johnston surveyed at Wiscasset Sept

12, 1877. Traced by Carl F. Palmer in 1968. Al-

exander Johnston was an uncle by marriage of

Neal Creamer. "All of Jghnston's papers have

gotten into Neal's hands". Johnston was a lawyer
not a surveyor, he employed Elbridge Chase who
lived in the place where the Roberts lived,
Elbridge's father Thomas Chase built that house
in 1803

Thomas Chase employed young Jotham Donnell tqbome

pver and be a shipwright on the Dyer's River,

ships were built there on the Dyer's River.

My great grandfather was employed as a shipwiight
the Donnell from Bath, Elbridge Chase was an
experienced surveyor, was mostly open fields in
those times, now covered with woods, now what is
Chase's Point, this is still called Woodbridge

Island. [points to place on mapl

Celler holes where houses they could not ident-

ify. Referring to map says these houses are what

is now the big sand pit down the river; the main

ort was over here, the fort was in disuse when

Tappan got interested in the place wasn't much
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Indian problem by the early part of the 18th
century which is when Tappan bought it. There
were probably some burials around it, probably
burials there as early as 1630, nobody knows.
The earliest marker that is in the cemetery is
1744 but there are a lot of little field stones
that have nothing on them.

The cemetary plan is available, Skeet Huntley has
it [map again] fort and cemetery located on map
area is what is referred to now as Davis Point
or the Tobie area, Indian burial place in this

area, "This area Mr. Bradley and the [Me. History

Preservation Commission Zeroedﬁnkn.", down on
the flat part where the mill would have been-
that isn't a burying ground- is a midden, a
refuse heap, some implements there, this a midden
not a burying ground.

I came back in 1958, my brother and I both quit
work in 56- we had been coming here in the
summers, we owned the place where the Wilson's
live, 4 of the Donnell cousins, it was then I
read something about an Indian burying ground
on the old mill site on the point.

The information on the map came totally from

Alexander Johnston

[looks in her write up while Mike turns tape over

END SIDE I

Begin side II of January 6 th, 1978 interview wit
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with Charlotte Donnell by Mike Chaney.

They have that map at the jail, a reduced copy
Mike did not know of celler holes on Davis Point

before seeing this map [Sheepscot Farms, A. John-

ston, 1877]

#3 is noted "spring and cove" called Spring Well

Cove [Numbers refer to the Johnston Map]

#5 is Kit Woodbridge cellar, it wasn't Kit Wood-

bridge it was Christopher- people who settled
on the point were Benjamin Woodbridge and

Suzanna Tappan and Christopher Woodbridge was

the one- Tappan's son-in-law, named for his
grandfather [Christopher Tappan] he has a flag
over his grave- must have been in the Indian

Wars. He's buried up there [at Sheepscot

Cemetery]

Refers to ancient wharf, ancient garden, ancient

orchard on map. Even Lawrence [Averill] can

remember more of that wharf.
What is left of the wharf is a picture up at the

store [the village store,Sheepscot] Mrs Goodwin

at the store has them. Lawrence Averill has writ
ten about little spots of history, does have end-
less scrapbooks of things- strange collection foi
a man with a PhD. From Lincoln Academy, he went

to Clark where my brother went [Phillip Donnell]

Worcaester teacher's college, developed a clinic
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in his church, described himself as an ordained
deacon, did not go to the seminary a lay preacher
is what it is called, Methodist have a lot of

gradations that others don't have, Mr. Paine

was same thing, minister that we have now.

Averill "had evidence of how early the" mill was

developed over at the falls, geneology on Job
Averill, dated this along with Dunbar and Tappan'
thing- the area . He had a brother Israel and a
son Israel probably it was his brother , wrote
him about the water power and interest in it,
brother was to do the work if he furnished the
capital- a mystery her on how did they build a
dam with the current there is over those falls an
put in 4 great cribs, had to be blasted out when
taken out in '24, built the bridge in 1794 into
1894 toll bridge, was a bridge before that.

Lawrence Averill searched probate files in Lincol

County , found a will of Israel Averill, it was
1785, that referred b some of the equity he had i
the mill property and a big stack of lumber

was listed in the will and property inventory

Job Averill's letter urging brother to come up
was in the late 1730's, long before he bought the
1000 acres from the Plymouth Company over on the
other side of the river.

Lawrence is a descendent of Job Averill's, his
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attention span is narrow now but Mike could get
some information from him. Averill's writings ar
in his scrapbooks now, a great jumble of things,
he doesn't write easily or smoothly, is verbose,
scrapbooks are mixed up with a lot of cultch that
has no meaning or connection with historical
business really his personal pleasure. Lawrence
has published little stories in newspapers, also
a poem in Down East, "I am talking very frankly
about someone I am personally fond of." Lawrence

paints too he has written a novel, asked Elizabet!

Winslow to help with comments on it- she said it

was awful- not publishable at all.

He would not leave books with me when he left for
Florida—- they are in his house now.

Leighton collection needs organizing- Dorothy
Chase haq& classified it somewhat among occupatio
mostly lumbering.

was a child the portable mills were at their
height®, a man named Damon had some big mills,
Norman Carney, father of Roswell Carney . Roswell

was the husband of Ruth[who now lives in Sheepsco

Norman's life work was & stationsry engineer, ran
the steam power for the portable mills,also on a
boat at one time. Between Dyer's RiWer and the
Damariscotta River was where the mills were,

nothing there now logging back tken took what
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they could, no sense to it.

Abutments to the dam are still standing also some
on the Mill road by the brook on the way to
Damariscotta. The dam is there at the head of th
falls not sure where the mill actually was, thinik
there was a water sluice for the mill same kind
of structure two miles up the creek about 150

ft across the top, gate still standing, found-
ation of mill- square building- near the dam ,
mill race is on other side, still standing this
is how you get there- over by Mill Brook more tha
a mile, start in at Dyer's Neck road, about

2 miles up the brook- [shows Mike on map]

was a lot of litigation on Tappan lands Mass. 2w
Passed a law that each town in Maine send in a
platt of their town with names of owners to best
of their knowledge- was when Maine was still

part of Mass. was to stop all this nonesense abou
Indian claims at the time this is one of Sheep-
scot, writing very poor on it,Paul Bartlett has
the list of names on this platt, this is the basi
of all deeds, 1816 is date of this basic map.
There is an equivalent one of Waldoboro and
Bristol , you can send and buy this from
Massachussets Archives in Boston, took days

to figure it out, marked in ranges, if you

send for it ask for map of Newcastle drawn

in 1816 with the selectmen's signatures on
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it, shows Great Salt Bay, Damariscotta, marshes.

420 Daniel Cunningham is place that Miss Fenno

has map signed by selectmen- "A Survey of the
Town of Newcastle in the County of Lincoln

| with all ¥ the lots and tracts claimed by settler
and others with the number of ‘acres contained

in each lot, allowance having been made for
sunken lands, ponds and unimprovable ledges

taken at the request of said town and con . . . .

by me. Josiah Jones, Newcastle, Dec 1816 ...

with the selectmen of the town of Newcastle
herby certify that this is a true and correct
plan of said town sccording to our best judge-
ment and belief. Newcastle, Dec 10, 1816.
Edward Fowley, Thomas Cunningham, selectmen

of Newcastle."

Thomas Cunningham was the father of Seth
Cunningham who owned the Phillips place with
the big hip roof.

490 This is the insert of Sheepscot and shows

the houses, my house is that marked William

Williams, Mary Carney on one map was Widow
Carney, was widow of Daniel Carney, who was
ﬁ%fﬂékkptf first Carney here, he was the father of Addison
éZﬁ;mc@ébthZWanz and Frank};n is the greatgrandfather of Louis
4)@&&0{%h£tﬂﬂg Doe, Edwin was a descendent of the Chases,

(jbﬁ%%@@&ﬂﬂ%zaa~ lived in that big hip roof house.

Yot ooy

t“
T
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photo 690.1- was some big doings about the
school on school district 4, (M: Chickadee HOuse)
built by Sargent, Sargents lived there for many
years, she died in 1903 or 4, no. lived to be
102, she was a Fairservice, one of old names
here Thomas Fairservice, vault is up on Job's
Mountain,house is old Henry Sargent's dynamo.
photo 690.2- Joe Leighton is one with visor
cap- to right under the window with shade
askew, next to the teacher in the door, Sunie
Chase Clifford, funeral services I went to
yesterday. S.C. Clifford was next to the

teacher who was Lottie Rundlett, Luther Carney

is in front of Joe Leighton tleft from Carney
is Myron Palmer- he is Joyce Krah's father,

Daisy Redulovitch's father. -gggg_Lgightgn

«

is one with sailor collar and cap and grin

in front row, 4 over from Joe Leighton Arthur

Chase, Sunie's older brother is back row

under the window.
pw below the teacher are the 3 Carney girls
Next to the Carney sisters is Gertrude Averill

on the next step down. Two FAirservice girls

2nd and 3rd from right. Will fairservice

carried the mail from the depot on the West

Alna Road to town.
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First on right is Walter Flye.

Annie Chase is next to Joe Leighton.

Next to her is Blanche Leighton, sister to
dae Teighton.
Tom Leighton, brother to Joe.

Arthur Chase
[Continuing description NAFOH photo 690.2]

585 That {ls Arthur Chase, the older brother in this
family.
Picture must have been taken about 1900.

Lawrence Averill under the leftmost window with

an Eton jacket on, white shirt.
Harold Averill, who is now dead.
3 boys under leftmost window from left to right

are the Fairservice boy, Harold Averill, and

Lawrence Averill.

There are more Fairservices in the pidcture.

597 644 Joe Leighton was born 1884, this picture was
probably about 1900, we came here in 1904 and
Lawrence was ready then for the Academy, he livec
where the*gggfgéﬁs now live, that was the

Averill place, [end of Golden Ridge Roadl

There were only 2 Fairservice girls in that
family, rest were boys.

609 Gertryde Averill's life would make a novel. Dorothy

Chase's older sisters, 3 of them .

612 Dorothy Chase could tell you about these. Harry Hall
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is second from the left, he was terribly burned,
lived in house where Qrcutts live,has a double
breasted jacket on.

One of the Fairservice boys went down to Wiscasse:

and established a nice family. Will Fairservice

carried the mail back and forth for $90 a year,
he didn't do any farming, a mystery how they

hought groceries for that.

725

Rundlett lived here in the community, grew up
in the ® house where the Percivals live,

she was the school teacher for many years,
died of TB I believe. Then, Sunie Chase
Clifford, [in photol]

This country's full of stories, this little

boy, Walter Flye, died of a tragic end, was an

only child of elderly parents, lived in the
Eckels place, don't know how they got along,

old Harry Flye didn't do any real farming,

never had anything to sell; one little boy

grew up in an odd way with two very‘odd parents;
when he was about 20, Gertrude Qﬁ;(%as consider-
ably® older and had kind of a lurid history
married first, ran around with married men and

brother of the two Mare¢h women- Ernest and

Horace Marsh, sister not sister but their wives,

their wives were sister named Averill from
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Jefferson; Henry worked inthe woods, she was a
freat gal to set her cap for about a year

later he was working on a vessel in Portland
Harbor and fell in the water going down the
gangplank- was an experienced:« person and a good
swimmer but he drowned.

jody thought Gertrude tried to get rid of him,
that she had given him something shorlty after
Walter Flye, not more than 20, whe was years
older but she inviegled him to marry her; they
hadn't been married very long when he was
swimming with the boys down here off the bridge
over in the Sheppscot channel and dove off and
never came up, just drowned, never came up,
stayed down.

lery quiet respectable little village has plenty
of stories like thié.

Gertrude grew up in the house where Orianna

Averill lives now, her father Samuel Averill

lived there, he was a descendent of the man who
bought the place across here, Carney who built
James and Daniel Carney were brothers.

We came here in 1904. That 12 years was perhaps
the low ebb for Sheepscot, everthing was forlorn,
our house needed paint badly,everybody's

house needed paint badly, farming was so limited

in those days.

Wiscasset was pretty dead too but the railroad
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brought some business there.

It was so dead that they even closed up the old
jail up on the hill.

MIke talks like his grandfather, Parker.

700 I remember there was a great fire at Wellesley
in my senior year and we were given clothes for
what we had lost in the fire. I brought them
home, some I couldn't use, %&&9'5 grandmother

was about 16-17 then, Marion Lowell Chaney,

Parker was working in the woods as farmers all
did in those times in the wintertime, she'd

pack a basket with food and go out and make

924 a picnic with him, Parker died in 1952, he
marriedagain, had a bad heart, he was working on
the big bridge at Bath and had a dreadful case

of bends, [sound fades out herel]l.

132 END OF TAPE.
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060 034 Opening announcement.
101 060 "Sheepscot Village- 300 Years of Transition"

By Charlotte Donnell.

I wrote the paper from early experiences of
coming to Sheepscot to grandpa's house, father
grew up in Sheepscot, it was home, I got the
idea that there was something special about
Sheepscot happy memories, had an impression of
importance of background of family and area,
came back in 1904 lived up on Golden Ridge;

a great-grandfather had been a shipbuilder, part
of the farm was Shipyard Hill where he had

his shipyard and launched several vessesls, on
what is now the Gordon property, steep slope

by river used to launch ships; were some pieces




1214 1 1150 27

Interviewer’s tape # 7g.7 NAFOH Accession # 1150 Catalog pg. #
Index NAFOH Int. Catalog
172 of old family pewter left from old times and oth

things, furniture; great-grandfather wes

was part of a rathxer large family of Donnell
who lived in Bath- he came to Sheepscot in
the employ of Elbridge Chase, no, correction,
it was Capt. Thomas Chase who was established
shipbuilder there.

184 Jotham Donnell, grandfather, had married the

sister of Capt. Chase's wife; the Woodbridge
family, members of which had proliferated

to the extent that a village to the north

was always refered to as Woodbridge neighbor-
2 hood, to the south was Woodbridge Point;

was North Newcastle to the north,M: was north
part of Sheepscot known as the area that

is below Davis Point?

202 The amfient village was on area now known as Chase's

Point, learned this later on Woodbridges had

been involved in the development of the present

village; Christopher Tappan, a minister of

Newburyport, Mass., had a concern for getting

)

M% v, ¥
»

Cliuhyé/ké&%%fi Tappan, to my generation was a great-great-

Kj%iAﬁbd /%H%QZL great grandfather. His daughter married

1%&9 ;ﬁga%kﬂﬂﬂuﬂéz 233 Benjamin Woodbridge and his wife, Suzanna,

wwwf%%

European immigrants on to the k land Christopher

apparently lived on the lower end of Chase's

N

Point about a mile south of present village




1214 1 1150 28

Interviewer’s tape # 78.7 NAFOH Accession # 1150 ‘Catalog pg. # 3

Index

NAFOH

Int.

Catalog

My faf

288

190

ther dj

30 or

of Sheepscot; his children took up land
after his survey and these included most

of Newcastle, and some outlying parts of
Nobleboro and Edgecomb.

Their interests were at upper end of Dyer's
Valley, as least the tidal river which was
later known as North Newcastle.

As I grew all of this I became aware of as
being history and hawing a relationship to
the family.

I was asked by a great aunt how old part of
the house she called the "new part" really was
she said not more than 90 years old, was
built by my great-grandfather apparently.

90 year old part being referred to as the
new part struck me as a kind of key to the
historical aspect of it.

ed in 1916 and mother returned to her own home
in Towa to her own family; my brother and I
were employed elsewhere by this time; during
this time there was a lapse in my learning
about local history.

more years following sale of old home were
spent in various parts of the country following
my own professional social work; was always
interested in the history of the locality

where I was working such as New Mexico, Arizona,
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no it was Oklahoma and others; many asked
where I got my interest in history; I came
back at the end of my working life with a
revived interest in the history of my family
and the locality we returned, brother and I,
retired in 1958; had spent summers here for
about 10 years along with 2 of Donnell cousins;
this was home.

M;: mentions the Tappan—-Dunbar-Cargill relation-

ship I will bring that up later.

a lot of history in the family talk and
pieced this together; childhood on the old
farmm on the Alna side of Sheepscot included
grandfather and his older sister. Most of my
interest came from oral sources, not printed
at thatk time; gradually interest spread
beyond S8hipyard Hill; lost last relics at the
fire when I was in college; perspective was
different after my retirement and led to my
acquiring added information from historical
records and oral history from residents in
community.

I learned about commission for Historic Preser-
vation in the state and plan developed nation-
ally about historic districts, this happened
just prior to my return to Sheepscot in 1958;

Lincoln County Cultural and Historical Associa-
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tion formed about this time, my relationship
with them led to a plan for a more concerted

and organized research which resulted in contin-
uity and realization that much of historic
interest was still extant in the village and
area.

335 Put that together to best of my ability in the
paper "Sheepscot Village, 300 ¥ears of Transit-
ion"

Paper is under consideration for publishing
during study I came onto some areas I had not

been aware of before; two surveys that were

made of the area that Rev. Tappan purchased

in early part of 18%h century and the plans

made by David Dunbar who was the king's mast

agent, what he found led him to make plans for

larger developing of area [elock chimes])

apparently did not go any farther than the
platting out of two areas already centers of
population, Sheepscot and Pemaquid.

430 378 I obtained facimilies of the area which he

had surveyed; for SheepscotR David Cargill

was the surveyor; was part of material that was
presented to the Comm. on Historical Preservatio

this survey by Dunbar made by David Cargill

was about same time Tappan- Tappan was having k&

1224004%5%24;25 his survey made; have not been able to find
J<i4@@006011 A%&é@%

e
\
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platt of this one- rough date for that was
1730's deeds that were source of deeds to the
cemetery now known as Sheepscot Cemetery and
the ministerial lot he gave to people of
New&hstle at Sheepscot.

Is still under that title on the town maps

are dated 1737, means the survey was made about
that time.

The layout of Sheepscot as it now stands is
not at the location of the old historic village
which was the first settlement at the Point

of land south of the present village.

Dunbar's design for a new Sheepscot is plainly
in the general location of the present Sheep-
scot, centers around the big tidal falls on
the Sheepscot River; the historic Sheepscot
Farms which was destroyed by the Indians in
the late 17th century was on the point which
ended about a mile south of the present
village.

The Dunbar platt shows no relationship to the
general layout of the present Sheepscot in
spite of the fact that they were made at

near the same time.

David Cargill was apparently the surveyor of
both surveys, his signature appears on the

platt filed in the Archives in Boston, Maine
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belonged to Mass. then; I have not beenable

to locate a formal manuscript of Tappan's
survey made traditionally by Cargill himseff.
Cargill was an interestion character himself,
settled here, family built a large home, now
completely destroyed; interior

decorations for woodwork is reported to have
been bought by the Ford Museum at Dearborn,
Michigan; family owned the Mill according to
some maps on the Mill Brook; was alarge water
power developed there as early as 1630, correct-
ion 1660.

520 508 History of this water power is another subject
which still needs research; the abutments

of a later dam are still to be seen; a histor-
ical paper of about 1870 the abutments of the
dam are as a historic relic are mentioned. Usest
of this water power must have come earlier;
the dam was already destroyed at the time

this paper was written. Details of these

two real estate developments are still to be
completely researched.

535 534 Wrote a bibliography of my & paper.

New England Historical and Geneological

Af;;%§z é‘ Register , Oct. 1963, Belfast, paper- David
%M M Cargill and some of his descendents.

K)%O%é@mﬂt 7ZQCJ%; Mike: What relationship does this area have
!

VT oo
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with the Rockland, Belfast, Camden area?

I have no knowledge that David Cargill had

anything to do with that there.

Bibliography had some editing since I did my
part of the paper.

I have no comment to make on this, was not in
my bibliography.

Lowell Siéi;gger is the next one up~ I don't
know where that came from.

[Tape shut off for a few minutes here]

Cargill family were prominentx in the affairs

of the area, no descendents of the family in
the community; old home has been# destroyed;
a large lot in the cemetery shows the extent
of the family for latest buriels are in the
1870's .

David Cargill is buried there, may be a subse-
quent David,I'm not sure.

Dunbar was here two years, entering into a
lot of business and political activity to
which he was not accredited and came into
disrapute among the local population, he was
withdrawn and sent to New Hampshire colony as
governor deputy, was removed shortly after
the date shown on the platt of Sheepscot.

Christopher Tappan never lived here, no evid-

ence that he did, he was a son of member of
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of the Batt family, there is some connection
the falls of Sheepscot were in early days
called Batt Falls; interest which led him to
choose the Sheepscot area for the development
of farm settlement project- the base of his act-
vity whether the Batts were the local agents

or lived in the early settlement is still to be
studied. The King's Highway development was ap-
plied to the road which the 17th century
village was laid out and directly north and
south down the Neck that it was called Town
Neck, was the center of early village, to

what extent it was applied to the later

village centered around the street

Presently known as King's Highway is not clear,
that street is an extension of the so-called
Town Neck of the early settlement.

It originated in the 17th century with that
settlement completely destroyed except for the
celler holes, center of much archeological
interest now.

Job Averill apparently came here about the

time of the Tappan survey in the 1730's, there
isa letter recorded in the Averill geniolog-
ical book so dated, in which Job writes to

his brother, Israel, urging him to come up

here and help with development of the water
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power, if Israel will take charge of it Job
will provide the capital in the 1730's, about
the time of Tappan's survey we do know that
the deeds to his gift to people of Sheepscot
for the support of a minister were dated 1737,
also the deed to the platt which had origin-
ally been the location of the town fort for the
early village was dated 1737 also.

this deed to the hilltop where the fort had
been was to the people of Sheepscot to be used
as "God's Acre" forever, this has been enlarg-
ed in the years since and is still the center
of interest though the cemetery is practically
full and surrounded by privatelym owned
property, can't be enlarged any further.

M: Was the Alna side of the Sheepscot develop-
ing right along with the Sheepscot village?

I think k& that Job Averill was undougtly here
at the time of the height of the development
ofland sales in Sheepscot area, he was already
here, his purchase of 1000 acres from the
Plymouth Company did not come until later,

1760, he had it surveyed or used Capt. North

Survey made by Plymouth Company, and sold
lands in this area.
His purchase from the Plymouth Company ran

from about the Falls north to about where the
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present old Alna Meetinghouse sat and ran back
approx. a mile from the river on the upper
part.

The Leighton property as we know it more
recently, their deed is from the Plymouth
Company directly, that was south of the

Job Averill property, the name "Job's Mountain"

came from Job Averill , was part of his land.

On Joe Leighton's photographs taken in the 1900°

Job Mt. was practically clear, pasturland no
way of knowing if the lumber there was used for
ship's masts, was undoubtedly forested in the
days ofk the 17th century village's existance,
there were houses on that side of the river,
many old celler holes, never dated lumber was
cut off at some point, perhaps twice, few

records were kept, on that side of the river

one oT&y speculates about, steep, much outcropping of

888

ledge, not good farmland, over the ridge on the
west slope there is open land.

Job Averill was here in the 1730's and active
don't know much about him, don't know much

about him, he did in a small way what Tappan did
to the East side 6f the river, what was by that
time called Newcastle, was under seperate juris-

diction, even after he bought it the Plymouth
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Company had a real impact up as far as the
Sheepscot River even if the land may have been

bought from Job Averill in the first place.

His part in the development and relationship
with the Tappan interest, the Woodbridges,
Tappan interests isn't clear and would be of
interest.

711 940 Averill lived on the slope of the upper end of
what is known as Job's Mountain, presently Pink-
ham's property; early maps show a Garrison
house if so it was undoubtly built before
Egg_ézgzi}; was active in the area; may have
been farming area, nobody knows.

Picture from the Leighton collection of

Job's Mountain are what I remember from

my childhood here, are evidence of the cut-
ting off of the property; I remember one

of his pictures.

978 [Abrupt end of tape]
726 END SIDE ONE
SIDE TWO
054 030 Opening announcement
061 034 The 4th of July celebration was a group

of Alna families and had a picnic on top of
Job's Mt. (Photo 691.1& 691.2), old reoad goes
up over end of the Mountain and on down

| - towards Wiscasset,are of same group in both
ﬁ%@[}d )7L;qﬂ¢ﬁ2um) ! L
C&{,A&, pictures, taken of nonsense orchestra, made-up
4@- : rA
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instruments, Lawrence Averill played wash-tub
bass voilin, Parker Chaney ran sheet music
through an old-fashioned wringer; Phillip
Donnell playing his cornet; at kleft, women
playing tunes on combs; 691.2 shows group

as a whole.

102 060 .2 (previous discussion on 691.1) the orchestra
at the left in less detail. Moving from the
left hand side of the photo:

The fellow blowing the horn: Frank Houdlette,

of Alna Village

The fellow with the washtub: Lawrence Averill

Next |[from the lwft playing coronet: Phillip Donnell
(Charlott's brother)

The next one is Mrs. Houdlette (thinks is Mrs.
Houdlette)

Next is Hattie Houdlette, from West Alna.

073 Next is Charlotte Donnell.

Next to Charlotte Donnell is Ruth Smith, a
guest at the Donnell home , the one with the
white hat.

076 Next one, with the beret, is Parker Chaney
(my grandfather)

Next one is Mrs. Donnell.

"The row back of this group is Augustus AWerill,

Lawrence's father" the fellow with the vest.

7&)5@13(2£Qn6&, Next is Harry Flye.
9522%: (/L%t'ag.n__
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Naxt ones are unidentified except the face at

the rear between two others is Henry Sargent

who lived at Sheepscot, he's in the back.

The fellow next to him with the black hair

is familiar, but can't place his name, he came
from West Alna.

The fellow with the goatee from the village area
151 092 she thinks it is Albion Averill from West

Alna Road.

The tallest fellow in the picture, a very red
beard.

Mrs. Harry Flye is direstly in front of him.

NEXT TO HIM IS Mrs. Augustus Averill, Est&her,

Lawrence's mother.

The man next to the tree she can't name, next

to him in the back row is Edwin Donnell.

Celia McCobb, next to her moving from left
to right in the back row, she can't place
that one either.

174 109 Allie Averill has his knee up on a stone wall.

Ther three fellows at the end;

Fron the left, (in front?) a Mrs, Baker of

West Alna , Natalie West, the daughter of

Nat West, who lived ink the house where the
Pinkhams live now.

189 120 Next is Ed Leighton, the father of Joe Leightonu

who took the pictures, this is sort of ina
Weat (bna
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middle row.
Ed Leighton, Will Averill, the last man can't
name. the first of the three fellows in the

right side of thd picture is Joe Leighton's

father.

his mother is here somewhere, in the first of
this next line, that's her with half a face,
(blocked)

Marion Lowell, Mike's grandmother- I don't

think she was in the family at that time.
Parker wasn't married at the time this was
taken, they married after I went away to

school, 1908.

The Lowells lived out back of Wiscasset in what

is now known as Lowelltown., it was the first
year I was away at school that Parker married
to Marion Lowell, she was very young, younger
than he, she was 16, he was about 26 then.
She died about 1975-76 winter.'

she is in front of Mr. Donnell's left arm.
Maggie Averill, Will Averill's wife is next
to Lucy.

Little folks are hard to identify, all Alna
people, couldn't have been any of the Chases.
Leighton father and mother were here, don't

know why the Leighton children weren't here.
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257 Joe Leighton took the picture; there was no

seperation, Leighton was always kind of thought
of as a loner, he had no friends particularly
people wouldn't risist hom, he was entirely

acceptable to people [clock chimes] but he

chose to live in a rather delipatedm old house
which was one of the very old houses; Charles
194 Leighton was one of the ship builders of
Sheepscot in early 19th century, up on Job's
Mountain on opposite side of o0ld road to
Wiscasset, from the Leighton place, built by
Lot [ oo n Toseph

Joseph- Leighton, father of Edward Leighton
275 200 M: I was tailking to Ted and Marcia Ross
last night and they remember Joe and his wife
in the summertime would pile into his truck and
would follow the Maine fair circuit.

C: Yes, he took portraits at the fairs, is

a whole stack of them in the collection,
typical of the sort of thing he would do.

285 He dejyeloped mechanical despensers, he put them in
that is for added income, put a nickle in the
slot type things.

Photography and the dispensing machines were
his sole source of income.

2

It was suprising how he was able to by plates

7&)&4%@&04215 and such at that time, could not see how
bo Mouwndawr

L
Nl

with the amount of farming done, they supported

themselves; was very modest living; houses
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were sad, shabby area; began to perk up in Sheep
scot with the coming of the automobiles;

I don't think that Joe would ever have taken

a regular job, would have ever been willing to
regulate himself.

Even members of the family commented they
didn't know what Joe was doing.

He lived by himself, ate his meals up with the
family; perhaps that accounted for him being
able to support himself; must have been
earning something as he got married.

I don't know just when he got married, he did
not have any children; & he did:di't do anything
but take pictures as I knew himk.

pictures of the mills, I think the group
requested he take these.

Pictures of the elderly man holding prouldy

to a favorite horse or a cow must have been
something someone asked him to take and

# paid him for a few copies of them.

Seems to have been a precarious osrce of income
Everybody bought pictures of these, a lot of
families have them 691.2 an example this one
of the band had no particular point, only

> yo%?remember how hilarious the picnic was.

hone

Parkepf with his little black beret on grinding sheet

music through the old wringer, a lot of fun;
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this is my mother on this end, 691.1- the
lady on the left July 4th picnic, this is
I and my friend Ruth, Hattie Houdlett this is

Ruth 8mith, and thisx is I with the little

white cap on, Parker with his back to, the
leftmost man with white shirt and beret.

Where we were was open, it was on the roadway;
from the top of the wall I could see the

China Hills, 30 miles to the north; there were
relics of big woods then; was an area that was
solid that Ruth Smith was visiting me-summer g
of 1909 exactly.

I #r went to Northfieldﬁn 1908 and roomed with
her ,the next summer she came home with me for
a few weeks.

Northfield is in Mass. on the Connecticut
River, where it runs between Vermont and

New Hampshire and it's barely in Mass.

Campus of girls school where I went is not
more than a mile from the line, boys school

of Mt. Herman is across the rivxer a little
farther down 4 or 5 miles down; two merged now
to Northfield, Mount Herman School.

A washboard was supposed to be a zither in the

picture of 4th of July, Frank McCobb and

Whimpet boy here; made a cornet out of an old
candle mold with a funnel in it for the bell.

That was July 4th 19009.
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414 354 Mike: Was Joe Leighton a drinking man?

No, I never heard anybody refer to him as
drinking at all. (the comment by Mike about
Joe's temper and kindness by turn) that fits
him, rather odd person.

M: Ted Ross remembers Joe when he was a boy
Ross was hauling wood across the Joe Leighton's

property, what is now Joyce Humason's house,

had hauled across k¥ his land for years and
one day Joe met them and told them never to
haul wood across there agian.

C: Joe was a strange person, married a girl
that was strange, Gertie Blagdon; they had a
comfortable like together, no gquarreling;
people said it too 2 queer people to get along.
When Joe was 16 a man named Nadeau with his
family lived Sheepscot; he apparently had
somethingtgo with photography, I've seen
pictures mounted with Nadeau named printed on
450 403 them; all were g musical, played at community
affairs, lived upstairs part of_E:§. C?gngy‘s
store, now burned; lived here a short time,
he interested Joe in photography, Joe was on
his own, Nadeaus left shortly afterwards.

My father tried to interest himself in Joe
and his photography; was printing on a type

of paper that faded; lot of his pictures faded

Sheeacet
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very shortly; father tried to talk with him
about another kind of better paper-better
business; he (Joe) had a reputation at this
time of his pictures fading badly; Joe's only
responsw was that this was the way he wanted
to do it; he rejected even father's interest.

Father's name was Edwin Donnell.

Some of Joe's latér picture were printed on
better paper; Wiscasset High School, and grade
school in many pictures.

I can identify style of dresses and date
pictures from this fairly well, these were
much later in his work.

We never saw very much of him, there wasn't
any Grange till the later part of our living
here; Grange Hall built about 1915; mother sold
the house to_Joseph Kennedy.

I knew nothing of the later part of Leighton's
career, after I cam back I learned he had
practically gave up the photography business
and spent his time circulating with dispensing
machines, he must have done well with this,

he bought land, owned the Humason place;

where he and Gertie lived he also owned, in

West Alna [This could be the same place]

M; Theyx lived for a time in Wiscassett

on Hooper St.
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Gertie Leighton sold that place to the H son

family they lived k¥ in Wiscasset in the later

part of his life.

Mrs. Humason said Mr. Fried [Fred Fried] came

up and bought Joe's camera equipment and plates
The

association now has [Lincoln County Cultural

and Historical Association]

Apparently from time to time people have
gotten a hold of some of Joe's Plates, every
once in a while one turns up that I have never
seen in all my work with the collection.

[M: I'm fairly certain some plates were left
behind, there were plates left behind in the
Wiscasset house]

Mr, Fried kept plates of some that had to do
with entertainment.

There are a group of 4th of July parade non-
sense here at Sheepscot they had what they
called the parade of "The Ancient and the Horrik
a take off of the famous Boston "Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Parade'! that center

around Faneuil Hall, the headquarters of this
artillery, there are some pictures of this
local parade, in background is Carney's Store
and the other store.

568 "It was a community playing with itself

in a kind of way that I know no other episode
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of except this little incidental picnic,
which, and the idea of what was called a
'kitchen band'"

Ruth Smith's idea [the band] the Donnells may
have been reasonably bright but we are not
very inventive of entertainment, a very
serious minded family.

Phillip [Donnell] and Parker [Chaney] and

perhaps Lawrence [Averill] worked the thing oug,

we girls practiced up on combs,mother included,
played tunes on the combs.

and Horrible & parade, I remember two times
when we came back to visit, when I was 7 [18982])

D

I went up to Aunt Jennie Whit's, up on Dyer's
reunion there that summer, 120 people about,
descendents of Woodbridge; 2 pictures of second
generation Woodbridge- 10 or 12 men in one
picture and about same number of women in
other, costumes were of earlier period, not the
one I attended.

Elorence White was sittmng on ground infront of
the old ladies,the cousins, was about 12 yr.
old, she was born in 1880, picture was probably
in the early '90's, Sunie,

Chase €lifford, was a baby sitting on

Florence's lap.
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No more Woodbridge reunions now.

All gone now, the Trasks, (Follensbys?), Hodges
married into the Woodbridge family.

I have in print a history of the Woodbridge
Family that she read at the reunion, I have a
copy of the typescript of it.

It is not very adequate in things.

Is part of family tradition.

Later more research done, Rundlett Palmer, is a

a descendent of the Woddbridges- a 4th cousin.

[Mike gets typescript for Charlotte]

[Discuss this paper]

I copied the part on the Donnells, take them
along and read them at your leisure, "They're

not sacrosant like Cushman [David Quimby Cushma

History of Ancient Sheepscot and Newcastle

"Read to the Annual Reunion at Newcastle,
August 1889" about Woodbridges.

Mike comments on Leighton's work and his projec
C: There is a great deal of value in the collec
ion (Leightog's) as it stands that has not been
utilized by the Association, for lack of
organizing and planning; in my opinion the
value of the collection is not as great as it
would be if Joe had been a person of larger ima
ination and interest; there is no indication

that he was interested in telling a story about
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the lumber industry, the largest part of the
plates, a type of lumbering that was quite
limited as to period; the portable mills
represent a small section ended with development

of motor power for hauling logs.

L few pictures that seem to have been intended

to tell stories of things that happened,

like the one of the man driving his wxen into th
river to get drinking water instead of carring
water to them; a few others in which people are
doing something.

However there are real values if the effort is
made, tie them together.

Knowledge of the houses, pictures taken when no
leaves on the trees.

This was the way he made his living, he was
devoted tohis camera, didn't want to do

anything else.

ish he had been able to see people in the value of

their doing things that represented things;
there is one on Chase place on Dyer's Neck,
haying- 646.1 and 646.2 possible the

Chase family; the ® one of Hay racks loading

hay is probably on Dyer's Neck- 646.1
646.2 of threshing machine isn't the Chase place
The hay racks and the single horse mean a later

period, in my time no one would have thought of
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still using oxen when I came to the farm in 190:
954 Ending announcement- Chaney tape 78.7
721 960 END OF TAPE.
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036 Opening announcement,
044 [Mike refers to the release forms]

[Photograph-Cresent Photo StudiozDanny Morris

gave me that when he was director of the Lincoln

County Museum. ]

062 I feel reasonably sure that Joe [she said EAd]

Leighton was not associated with the Cresent
Photo Studio, He was pretty much of a loner.
After Joe left his home on the Sheepscot Road,

he lived in a small house on the smae property
across from the old road. It was an abandoned
house, not kept up, It is situated alﬁost in the

(Scott)
sBame place as where Gllbert lives now. It was
a two room cabin. In a photo it is shown to have

two run down end chimneys. The photo was pro-

bably taken after Joe stopped living there.
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He left there when he got married. He went to
live with his wife on her property in West Alna.
It was one of the very old, low studded, two room
houses, that were thé*%tandard type of constructic

It was known as the Charles Leighton Place.

Charles Leighton was a prominent ship builder

and has his ship yard at West Bank up the cove
near the mill. The photo does not look anything
like it.

I never knew of E. Joseph Leighton using the
Cresent Photo Studio. Joe Leighton's family
said once they did not know much about his work
because he never said much about it. He did
a lot of his developing work down to that two
room house,

I don't know where the Cresent Studio would

have been located. Try Lawrence, he may be able

to tell you where that place was located.

Mr, Nadeau was here above the apartment above E\

CArney's Store on the corner, which is Burn's

now. He had 4 or 5 children. THX@ were a musi-
cal family and had an interest infthe community.
Even the little 3 year old had a special little
violin. The mother played the piano. Everyone
liked them and enjoyed hearing them play. I
think that they did sing.

—Mr. Nadeau was probably the person that interesi

ed Joe into the photography business. He must
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have been in his late teens at the time and lookin
for a livelyhood. _JOe never went any further

than the district iyapol. Mrs. Carney has a

picture with _ Mr. Nadeau's name stamped on it.

They were on cardboard mounts. This was not his
business, it was something he did on the side.

[Mike is talking about advertisements with pic-

tures In the Lincoln County News, Dec. 17, 1904

e
=

the name_Joe T.eighton. The ad ran for 3 weeks. ]
Perhaps Nadeau was connected with the Elite

with the name F.F. Nadeau and another one with

Studio. 1904 would make_lae just 20 years old.
There was a definite friendship between them.

I think there was some link between them. We
were always under the impression that_Joe Leighton
loved taking pictures, but was not concerned

with new techniques. My father tried to introduce

Joe to a new form of printing paper for‘photos.

I don't know anything about what Mgréorie

Huntley told you about‘3g§gggchase talking to
~Joe about photography school. But I think it is
again something like my father trying to intro-
duce Joe to something different. But he never
responded to anything new or strange. I never
knew.Roscoe Chase's father, also named Roscaf He
was probably the mne that said he would put up

the money for photography school. You should ask
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Dorothy Chase about that. She married Roscoe.

Chase a little later in life. But I don't think

it would have been her husband, Roscoe Chase that

would put up schooling money. Rescoemoved to
Massachusetts after grade school with his mother,
after his father had died. He went through a
trade school to learn electrical work. He event-
ually became a superintendent at Signals in the
town of Walden, outside of Boston. He didn't come
back those summers.

JUEN r;/-vrf €
Margaret Huntley is a relative of_Joe*s, as she

is a sister to the widow and they would be nieci )
Lowis &%

and nephew to Joe. _Stella, their mother,

and Marjorie's was Stella Leighton, a sister of
Joe Leighton.

Mara Mulligan's book does have a lot of con-

tributions in it. I just saw her over kkE to
the women's club in Damariscotta, where she
explained the beginnings of her writings, she
was a complusive writer all her life. She left
college to teach, then married before she got

a chance to go back to college to finish. Her
husband came from a prominent family in Damera-
scotta Mills. She grew up in Topsham and Harps-
well, Her family is an old family from that
area. Her husband belonged to an o0ld family

around the Mills. She always had a Maine connec-
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tion. She went to college xm at Bates. She is

a local writer compared to someone like Elizabeth
Winslow. The background for her writing is
definitely the world that she is now living. Her
works come out every week. She has written

quite a lot of peetry, even at the time when she
had the responsibility of a family. She hasn't
done any poetry lately. The one that touched me
particularly is the one she called "Security."

The jest of it was that there was something
specilal about 1édges, they were so solid, that
there is security about them. It haunted me the
way she expressed the feeling I always had about
the ledge on the farm (Where the Gordens live

now, what was called the home pasture). I climbed
up and sat on the ledge as often as I could, I
loved the feeling- and Mara expressed that feeling
that I never could.

A lenghty and colorful description ofggggfs
Winslow 's feelings about settling in the area.
At the time she came up here she was in the
English department at Wdsley College, she was
akso doing work for Radcliff. Prior to going
to Welsey she had taught for 20 odd years at
Goucher in Baltimore. Also sometime d@uring this
time she taught some courses at the University of

Maine and at some coldege in CAlifornia. Her
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assoclation with Boston was entirely related to
the use of the [Athenian], a famous old Library.
Eve#since she has lived here she has spent 3 or
4 months in the wintertime researching in the
Boston Library.

She has aleso done some traveling. She spent

one summer in England, in Bedford where John

Bunyan lived. She did this before she wrote the

biography of John Bunyan. She did her reseach

right on the spot. JOhn Bunyan being a pilgrim

of Pilgrims Progress.

Her book, the pulizer prize winnery on John

Edwards has had the most recognition of any of

her books, She once saidxkk she loved that old
man because he was sincere, even though she did
not agree with his theologies. She also said
once that the book she thought was most valuable
and the one she liked the best of her own was
"Meeting House Hill". It is about the growth of
ldeas as they show up in the minutes of the
churches meetings. To prepare to wik write the
book she read through literally hundreds of town
records, She quoted them in interesting ways,
showing the development of ideas and the changes
in peoples approach in religion. [Lenghty dis-

cussion about a church sermon she just heard

Miss

from her minister that related to Mss, Winslows

work, ]
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Most of Elizabeth Winslow's work had a christian

element in it. She was a religious person. Many
of the biographies that she wrote were of people

like John Eliot, Jonathan Edwards, John Bunyan,

and Roger Williams which showed she was liberal

in her thinking and very perceptive about values.
555 I am a Unitarian. I do not belong to a Unitaria
Church at the present time. Unitarian philosophy
is such that there is no authority beside the
individual ggié. You had a obligation to seek
truth, but when you come to some conviction it
is the same as the other fellow. The real
obligation is tQ0 seek truth meaningfully and
conscientiously to problems. The Rommn Church
has the Pope as it's authority. Calvinism has
the figures in the Bible as their authority.
They have had trouble among themselves about
interpretation of the Bible. When you jodin

the Unitarian Church you make a commitment to a
doctrine. To sum it up the Unitarian faith is
"one man's faith is as good as another's if he

is conscientious about it." That is a liberal
interpretation. There is trend in the Unitarian
denomination now toward humanitarism. They have
removed the concept of God as an entity, God

is something that you can't paint a picture of.

600 Even in St. Paul's letter he warned them of
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false teachings. One of today's great Unitarian
ministers wrote a book called tEEEEJ the First
Christian." It was Paul's interpretation of
what Jesus said. He stired a great deal of
enthusiasm for his ideas, One of the gospels
were written nearly 100 years after Jesug died.
€30 Calvinism is a strict interpretation of what

Paul sald. They are all born evil and so on.

Mr, Eastwood, preached last Sunday about following

a spark in us and to leave the tempting things

alone. [Long discussion about being in school

in Northfield and talking about religion.]

670 Sheepscot has a lot of believers in God, it is

a simple type of faith. God is God. They really

———

don't understand about a trinity, but they believe
it, I don't believe in a Biblical study unless

it is modern and scholarly. As long as I was in
NOrthfield everyone took Bible study and one teach
er I had that wasn't puzzled by the Bible. [An-
other discussion about how puzzled she felt when
studying’ the Bible.] [Religious discussion of

beliefs.] Ralph Waldo Emerson was a Unitarian

—

minister at one time, but he got away from the
church when he felt he was too confined. A
quote from Emerson that I like is: "God is the

power outside of ourselves, greater than our-

“BT+k%lkﬂJ~ selves, and makes for righteousness."

FMaT1lead Alimcil DI T A T 1 .- s S~
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BEGIN SIDE TWO.

Chrisgtians were being persecuted; they were
aldo fighting amoung themselves.

In the year 330 A.D. a few bishops got together
and brought all the different religions together
so they would settle their beliefs and stop
quarreling. It was called the counsil of Narsia.
The statement of our faith was voted in by a
vote of one., What actually happened 300 years
after Christ was on earth may not have been
written down authentically. I just don't believe
everything they wrote down. There have always
been heretic in the Christian Church.

I use to belong to the Presbytarian Church in
Cineinati. The minister there was asked one
time 1f he believed in the virgin birth. He
sald that he would have to say he didn't know.
But he did know that great spiritual truth can't
hang on a biological fact.

The religious conscienciousness of this area:
is not that involved with ideas to higher levels,
they have a basically simple faith.

[discussion about exploring religion]

I was chairman of the Sheepscot Community
Church for a while. We didn't have a set of
by—~laws and I helped formulate the by-laws.

The tappan gift was a gift to the people of

Newcastle at Sheevscot for the support of the
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minister. The people of Newcastle quarreled so
much at one time concerning a minister that they
had no place of worship at one time.

The church on the hill was built with private
funds. They got their money back by selling
pews. The Mehtodist owned a quarter of them,
the Baptist owned a quarter, and the Congrega-
tioenallst owned a half.

This was 18th Century doings.

The 1857 map called the Church on the hill the
Union Church. All three relgions were using the
church. My grandmother's name is on the list
as the first members of that church. Her name
is Jane WRZAKXXAXE Donnell.

In 1868 the Methodist pulled out of the Union
Church, The last minister that the Congregation-
alist had was in 1885. 1Into the 19th and 20th
Century The glebe was still owned by the church.
The Metodist were the ones that hung on the
longest here. It was settled by a law suit that
went kXk# to the State Supreme Court. Because
no one challenged the Congregational Church for
100 years, it should be considered a Congregationa
Church. Both the Congregational and Methodist
have a group of people holding the rights to the
glebe. Bobby Ives is the minister of the Con-

gregationalist Church, but they do not hold

services.
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[MIke and Charlotte are talking about different

churches and joining a religion.]

[Photo #660.1] This one in the middle is old

Dan McCobb, who is a great Uncle of yours. He is

the man with the hat on, second from (Mike's)
left. The fellow with the white mustache and
white shirt sleeves, furthest to the left looks
vaguely familar, but I wouldn't name him. I

think the man second from the right is Mr. Baker.

The man furthest to the right looks like will

Averill, [M: right to left: Will Averill, Ed

—

Leighton, Daniel McCobb, (tantative)] I would

ask Gerr¥ Ross to identify those for you. [Mr.
7

Ied Rosg told me a story about Mr. Baker having

a terrible accident with on of those saws, like

in the picture.]

T know a story like that but it was Dan MeCobb,
ﬁ_-'-“l‘
that had a tradegy with a saw. Perhaps Mr. Baker
e
also did,; I would want you to turn the machine

off so I could tell the story. [Machine is turnec

off and started again,]

The bottom picture I could not identify. But
it is a man spliting wood. Mr. McCobb use to
cut fiﬁ%ood for everyone after he came out of

the woods.

[M: Your paper ; Sheepscot Village - 360 Years

of Transition, is being put together. Sheepscot

Districdhas been accepted into the Natinnail
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Reglstry of historical places. We've gone througt
a lot of your interest. Your concern with the
architectural aspect of the Sheepscot area.

e, [cu’\
With my visit from Mrs. Cghgiin7 we found the

archeological aspect of the area.]

T feel that the architectural aspect has a
connection in the history of Sheepscot. I am
doing this without a real formal search. I am
getting the information from what I have heard,
growing up, and from my own family. That is
a oral history, Some has come out of reading,
and some out of the local developments, things
that have happened since I lived here. 1In just
wkiting a history, I would not have followed the
flormal outline about houses. I suddenly realized
that T have no information about who was in
charge of the selling of Tappan's land. This is
something I want to look further into. The family

moved here in 1750, the Woodbridges. Someplaces

it says they came in 1753. I belive the reason
for this is because the oldest son, also Benjamin,
came ahead of time to see the lay of the land.
He came to Wiscasset and worked for a man in the
merchandizing business for 3 years.

It was in the 1730's the began talking about
water power. They all refer to Batt Falls.

I discovered that one of Christopher Pappan's

grandfathers was named Christopher Batt.
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His wife was alos a descendent of Christopher

Batt. From reading I have found that this area

was so devasated that there was nothing going
on for 30 years.
I am interested in closing the gap. It was

closed in the coming of David Dunbar. He

functioned as the governor of the colony. The
Tappan survey was 1737, 5 years after Dunbar had
2 villages planted as feudal villages. Sheepscot
was one of them. Tappan owned most of the land
around here then. He started buying as early as
1702. There are sales of records from King

Phillip to Christopher Tappan. That would have

to have been prior to 1702. The Indian wars
are very well documented, but ithoesn't con-
tripute anything to Sheepscot.

The part about Robinson was played up in the
fact they he only lived in Alna for a year and
lived the rest of his life in Gardiner. He was

born here. His writing looks back to Gardiner anc

Hallowell.
[ramble conversation]

END OF INTERVIEW

[At this point Mike adds an interviewers taped

journall]

This is the third taped interview with Charlott

about 6 hours of conversation. We have had some
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untaped conversatlons. WE have discussed some
geneological and archeological persuits of people
in this area. Many people have taken to finding
old stones and taking rubbings.

The interview tonight dealt @ath Charlotte,
the person, It was her religious conscienceness,
literary aspects of Lincoln County. She has
given us all she knows about Joe Leigh#gp and

now we are studing Charlotte Donnell.

END OF TAPE.



1150 67

SHEEr5COT VILLAGE
THREE HUNDRED YEARS OF TRANSITION

BY
Charlotte C. Donnell

assisted by many neighbors
Special maps by John Vangant

~ It must be explicitly understood that these d99°riPtiong:5f;51di

‘houses and "lost lsndmarke" in no way impinge on the privacy of

; the'présent residénts.’ No Euildiﬁgs are open'to-tﬁefpﬁbiic'ééve
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Published by the Lincoln County Cultural and Historical Association

Skﬂx4a£ua&i,(/iflligﬁa



1153 g

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

DESCRIPTION OF SHEEPSCOT VILLAGE

HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITY

OLD HOUSES, BUILT FRIOR TC 1850: Description
located on Map #5

PIJBLIC BUILDINGS: Description
located on Map #6

HISTORIC SITES: located on Map #

Water Powser

Shipyards
Brickyards
Miscellaneous
MAPS:
1. U.S. Geologlical Survey, ¥iscasset Sector, showing
Sheepscot location
2. 1878 Survey of Sheepscot Farms
3. David Dunbar's proposed plan for Sheepscot. 1732
4, Detail from 1857 map of Lincoln uounty with insert
of Sheepscot Bridge
5. Location of 0ld Houses
6. Location of selected industries of the 19th Century
BIBLIOGRAPHY
PICTURES

« 0 ¥« A A



1152 &9

BIS..IOGRAPRHY

Avery, Clara, compiler, The Averell-iverill-ivery Family, Vol. I.

Castner, Harold, Book Al8, History Stones, Castner Files, Skidompha
Library .

Chase, Fannie S., Wiscasset in Pownalboro. 1941,

Cushman, David Quimby, History of Ancient Sheepscot and Newcastle.

Upton % Sons. Bath., 1882,

Fairburn, William Armstrons, Merchant Sail, Vol. IIl. Fairburn
Maine Education “oundation, Inc.

Johnston, Alexander, Thae Sheepscott Farms., A paper read before
Maine Historical Soclety, Fortland, Maine, #arch 14, 1878,

Newcastle Maine Bicentenniual Program, An #istoric Sketch on the
200th Anniversary of its Founding, 1953.

New England iistorical and Geneqlosical Register, Vol, CXVII,
October 1963, Belfast Javid cargill and some ol his Descendents

SidelingerlfLowallL,compibgr, First Shipping Bullt in Newcastle,
Nobleboro, Damariscotta and Bristol, 1d65.

Sullivan, James, History of the District of Maine, 1795, Chap. VIII,
Pp. 325=357.

Williamson, #illiam D., History of the State of Maine from its
Discovery, 1602 to Separatlon, 1820, 1839, Vol I and II.




.,

1152 70

INTRODUCTION

In this sketch of the Sheepscot area,(éggp@ggigg:havsmbaen v

Lo, “‘2. AR, * -

drawa--to include territory which in a general way has functioned
as a soclal entity since white men commenced settlement in the
17th century., The story of its origin lies buried, almost oblit-
erated, in cellar-holes needing careful archeological attention.
But archives and human memories produce evidence of the interest
there was in the district throughout its past as a focus of po-
litical and economic concern on the part of "men in high places."
The mangggé;;y%iétﬁ century houses still occupled are but the
lasting evidence of continued development which cannot be sepa-
rated from the early crude beginnings. That none of these old
houses are occupled now by the descendants of thelr builders does
not represent a break in the continuity of life and interest in
the area which an early historian called "the garden spot of the
'east." The natural beauty of the Sheepscot area is free to be.
enjoyed by traveller and resident alike. This pamphlet is an

attempt to share some of its historic interest,

GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING

The area included as of special historic interest can be
seen (Map #1) to be basically related to the Sheepscot River (an
indian designation meaning, it is reported, "a place of birds,"
perhaps because of the hundreds of Canada geese which annually
stop to rest and feed here on thelr way north.) The river di-

vides Sheepscot Village politically, so that those who live on the
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eastern side vote and pay taxes in Newcastle and those to the
west in Alna, But the river also binds Sheepscot Village to-
gether, making it the tight-knit community it is.

The Sheepscot is a tidal river having a mean variation of
9.6 feet which flows about 20 miles south to the open ocean.
There are two main branchegs the first, which has been known
as Marsh River, runs %%ggﬂihe east several miles. It has an
irregular channel through low-lying meadows and tidal flats,
Several tldal inlets run north from this river creating narrow
necks of land originally heavily wooded. A mile or more north
of the junction with Marsh River the main river makes a sharp
turn to the east, where.a submerged rocky ridge creates a con-
siderable fall of water on the out-golng tides and some drop on
the up-tides., Just above this Fall, early known as Batt Falls,
a smaller tidal river, Dyer's River, comes in from the east,
turns north for several miles and parallels the main river, cre=-
ating another neck of land. This section of the Sheepscot Valley
offers, therefore, a variety of terrain for farming, everywhere
easy access to navigable water, good supplies of fish, and forests
covering the surrounding hilis,

Scattered over the area and clustercd around the confluence
of the river above the Falls there are at the present time 35
houses built prior to the 1840s. 1In addition there are 31 houses
built between the 1850s and 1940, and 27 built since 1940.
Eighteenth-century cottages and modern ranch houses seem to
neighbor comfortably with large dignified federal-style mansions;
and the presence of more than 20 overgrown cellar-holes, other

than those of the 17th-century village-site on Mason's Neck, is
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readlly observable, Often a great cluster of lllacs marks the
spot. In six or seven of the larger houses it is clear that an
earlier cottage with its cooking fireplace and ovens has been in-
corporated into the newer structure as an ell.

Of public buildings two have some claim to antiquity; a Con-
gregational church on the hill overloocking the village built }n
1825, a Methodist church built in 1868. The Grange Hallbgéi \qltha\
on the point where the two rivers join, serves as a community re-
source as well as for the use of the P, of H., The more modern
buildings of the Volunteer ire Tepartment, the telephone exchange,
the Village Store with i?s Coffee Corner, and a small c¢lub house

built in 1970 by a local bensfactor, with space around it for tennis,

softball and riding, serve thelr respective purposes,
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3 x;«gt" SEVENTEENTH CENTURY: SHEEPSCOT FARMS
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The earliest(settlement was on Town or Mason's Neck, later
known as Woodbridge Neck and Chase's Point., Little is known about
the beginning of settlement here, but by 1665 the area already
xnown as Sheepscot Farms was of enough significance to be designat-

6d by the Comumissioners of the Duke of York (later James II of

England) as the place for a meeting of delegates from the settle-
ments at Pemaquid and Arrowsic; as well as Sheepscot, for the pur-
pose of organizing a county government "for the better ordering of
the affairs of the settlements.” They met at the home of John
Mason (location of which is documented) who was evidently already
a leader in the community, and drew up plans for the "County of
Cornwall," Excavations and a careful survey of the area (Map #2)
carried out about 1880 seem to indicate an active population of
about 300 persons. There is evidence of a boat-yard, a well-con-
structed wharf at the south end of the Neck, and a small fort at
the north end., Thils survey locates all cellarholes that were
evident at the time., A number of cellarholes on the forested hill
west of the river have not been studied in detail but local tra-
dition has long considered them as part of the Sheepscot Farus
development of the 17th century. No artifacts from those early
days are xnown to exist, but two houses in the village, built
about 1800, show an unusual use of heavy beams, 14 inches square,
in their foundations. By long tradition these beams were con-

N A\
sidered material from the old fort when it was fbmedly demolishedyp -

huato Poont i “.“Ckﬁrumdflrrgrgf
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Records of the Town Meeting of 1803 show the sale of '"flankers from ~
the old Fort." This-may.have-referrad. to a-later-constrastion(
: )
After repeated raids, the village and surrounding countryalde @hgg

were completely devastated by a concerted Indiun attack in 1695 1
the continuing effort of the Indians to drive out the white invaders,
The Indian hostility was complicated Ly rivalry between England and
France over control of the American continent, Farming‘was gradually
resumed with thoe return of former settlers and the beginning of
planned land development, Thse only settler known to have established

& home north of the Fort in that early period was William Dyer, who

cleared flelds and rai: saed cattle in the arsa known ever since as
Dyer's Neck, lying between the Sheepscot and its eastern branch,

the Dyer River. William Dycr was killed in the raids of 1695. The

family fled to relatives near Weynouth, Mass, Later his son Chris-

lw

AT topher returned but was killed by a prowling Indian.

% EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

A substantial number of the inhabitants of Sheepscot escaped
the Indian devastation by reaching the islands off the mouth of the

river or Boston on a small coasting vessel bullt at the village for

Sir Wiliiam Phipa. a\prgki&i/ _233§iii4z%2§%J9?£§$€?1 home was
nearby on the ﬂenneboqﬁ\ Goue of these fugitives returned in the
years that followed, to re-establish their famlly claims, Walter
’00+5V\ Phillips, who since the organization of the plantation in 1655 had
'&W% acted as clerk and recorder, apparently took his record books with
)%¥Aﬁu&£ﬂ him when he fled, for they were used as reference in the Boston

courts in establishing claims. 7The use of this record ended about

'ﬂfhﬁiﬁmrﬂ
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1738, It was in that year that the Suffolk County Courthouse
burned; and probably Phillips' records with it.

Interest in these abandoned lunds developed rapldly. Before

1702 when Phillips died, he had deeded to one _Rev, Christopher

Toppan (often speiled Tanpan,)-i;‘,

by purchase, the title to all land irn the area which he owned,

including land purchased from the heirs of John Mason nd of Madanme

Elizabeth Gant (two of the esarlisst purchasers of land from the

Indians), Madame Gant's son Thomas married John Mason's daughter.

Through the following years Rev, Toppan added to his holdings,

covering what is now the Town of Nswcastle, and into present-day
Nobleboro and Edgecomb.

Rev, Toppan was a Harvard graduate (1695) who for 51 years

was pastor of the First Church at Newbury in Massachusetts, and

on the side interested in land development because of his social -

concern for the boat-~loads of immligrants coming into Massachusetts

ports with no plans for settlement. %Nis holdings were in an areas

covered by four or five different royal grants and iﬁdividual pure

chases from Indlansj so the lezgal status of his property was sube

Ject to much litigation throughout the period. The Toppan venture

was never a financial success, althouzh the number of settlers
'kﬂLPDLdtf coming in increassd rapidly, especially from 1730-~1750,

In 1730 Rev, Toppan employed David Cargill, formerly of Lon-

TnAUanU4ﬁq

M,
Nusy.

donderry, New Hampshire, to make a complete survey of his land.
Carglll was an educated man. Ile established a home on:a large

tract of land near Sheepscot and seems to have been responsible
LMLJ}UA%,nMLfor the sale of land and management of the project, since Toppan
N(‘)Wa

llﬁf:\ﬁ. -u_
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continued with his church in Newbury; no mention has been found

~of his coming to live at Sheepscot. The name Benjamin Cheney is

also associated with this survey. The lines run by the Toppane
Cargill survey are undoubtedly those marked by surviving stone
walls, which are still the bdsic reference for property lines.

In 1737 Toppan deeded two of the farm lots to "the people of
Newcastle at Sheepscot for the support of ﬁhe parsonage,' one to
be given to the first minlster who would be “settled" in the area,
and the other to be kept forever for the support of the minister,.
In the same year he also gave a similar deed to the property om
which the Fort had stood, "to be used as God's Acre forever,"

Meanwhile a brief but interesting interruption intruded on -

' TOpﬁan'slland project at Sheepscots One David Dunbar had been

- eppointed agent of the King's Pines and was sent into the area :
:today known as Lincoln County. Here he became 80 imprSbed:withflffft
the potential of the region that he started his own land develop=
" ment project., He envisioned five different towns planned on the
feudal scheme of a cluster of house lots to: form a village with a
central common, each householder to own also a hundred-acre plbt"'n
nearby which would be operated as a farm. Sheepscot Farms (called
New Dartmouth by Dunbar) was one of only two started before Dunbar
wag withdrawn from the area and assigned elsewhere due to his
arrogant manner and his involvement in afféirs to which he was
accredited, which threatened serious disorders, His projected
, plans for Sheepscot are dated 1732 (Map #3), the same year in
b%éﬁéiLMbe%—which he left the territory, so little action could have been taken.
@LUC@OfLL | Only one deed signed by Dunbar has been found, and the present
Respocst

lﬂl-Jul-na. W.
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village lay-out does not appear to follow his piat. " CDavid Car-
glll seems to have been involved 1ln this survey as well as in
Toppan's, -

More research needs to be done on the relation between the
two developers working with the same terrain and on what influence
Dunbar's projected plans mayrhave had on the development of settlee
ment above the Falls and the site of the Fort, rather than at the
site of the 17th century village. Harnessing of some of the huge
water power evident at Batt Falls may have ceemed more feasible to
an 18th century pioneer than to one of a hundred years eariiers
This is another interesting point for research and apeculatioﬁa

Christopher Toppan died in 1747 leaving his property in Sheep-

scot to his daughter Susannah, who had married Benjamin Woodbridge

also of Newbury. The Woodbridges moved .to Sheepscot about 1750,

to live in a house, no longer standing but marked by a filled
“cellar~hole, on the point of Town Neck where the earlier village

had begun. Benjamin Woodbridge continued to sell land and farms

based on the Toppan survey as well as to traffic in other resodur-
ces of the area, Three of his sons took up land at the head of
Dyert's River, In another generation that section became known as
"Woodbridge Neighborhood," more recently as North Newcastle,

Benjamin was Lincoln County's first representative to the General

an@d' Court in Massachusetts in 1774 and thereafter.:

A marked increase in the population of SheapéCOt dé#éldped,
aa elsewhere, with more stable conditions following the end of

3(/L fel/\»-e/\ government with the establishment in 1760 of Lincolxh&in‘t? S oirta

d@urbund;nqa,
4uuqaoeui;

atl /‘?‘fkﬂn ;

the French and Indian Wars and the creation of more erfactive
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sitting at Pownalborough, Waldoborough and Hallowell., The town

of Newcastle had been incorporated in 1753. Included within its
bounds was that part of the Sheepscot settlement east of Sheepscot
River, where already was concentrated a goodly majority of the

450 people making up Newcastle's population at that time.

Among the newcomers to Sheepscot was Job Averill, followed

by his brother Israel and a son, also Israel, from Ispwich, Mass-

achusetts and Londonderry, N,H. About 1760 Job bought a thousand-

acre tract of land from the Xennebec Proprietors lying along the
west side of Sheepscot River, beginning below Batt Falls at Sheep~
scot and including an area previously part of the 17th-century
village, The farms north of the Falls platted and sold by him

were probably based on the Kennebec Company's "Capt. North Jur-

vey." Several houses still in use today were apparently built
in the 1770's, following this purchase. The unusually long, nar-

row shape of the farms was, by local tradition, an effort to pro-

: vidé each buyer the same share of different kinds of land varying

b m-"n
ol Falls

from potentially arable fields near the river to rocky ridges

covered with idods, open pastures, and ending a mile from'the

: swal e :
river in a large swamp with a heavy covering of ggggg grass and v

ndmﬁﬂ%n%ﬂ a special variety of cranberries.
.

owich, Mg,
U/P/)CLJR-
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Lﬁﬁobuill

Wdaberons

Job Averill lived on the upper end of the long ridge west of

the river, since known as Job’g Mountain, until he obtalned a
license for a ferry across the river in 1764, superceding the
fords previously in use, Theee fords are located on Map #2. The
ferry was located Just below the confluence of the two rivers in

approximately the same place as the present brildge across the

I

Wi vn 4 0/{,;; AJ./}.
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Sheepscot. A toll bridge replaced the ferry in 1794 which became
a free bridge in 1894,
Averill and his sons wore largely instrumental in the devel-
opment of the water power at the Falls, and Israel's will dated
1785, shows a sizeable operation. _Job later built a house near
) the west end of the ferry, convenient to the mill as well, The
! A\\\\bpntours of the land show its probable location.

7

NINETEENTH CLNTURY

By the turn of the century ships were already being built in

and Forties but became less and less significant followiﬁg the
Civil War.

" Banks of clay sultable for brickware, discovered very early,
became commerciglly important by 1840. The numercus places where
broken and discarded brick may be seen along the banks of the
river attest to the extent of this industry (Map #5) though 1£
was apparently shortlived. Only one house in the area was built-
‘of brick, explained perhaps by the high prices the brick commanded
4in the Portland and Boston markets compared to the small piéfit
from lumber,

Mills proliferated because of the abundant water power at
- hand; sawmills gw%ﬁéﬁtigrfﬁémvthe nearby forests,
_construstdier—nzads of homesteaders and shipyawds; grist mills for

the convenlience of the farmers as they cleared thelr fields and
put in crops of barley and wheat, oats and corn. :
These industries, along with the sale of timber and hay, pro-
oot duced the mild affluence that built the handsome houses which are

A Rond
!’\ﬁl 0.4 ot

Sheepscot; this activity increased to a high point in the Thirties W
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a special interest of the present village, Cottages also were
bullt for workmen or as farm homes, but many of these have been

destroyed.,

TWENTIETH CENTURY
"The latter part of the 19th century showed a decline in fam-

ily farming, wooden ships were no longer in favor, and the best
of the timber had gone to market, The development of portable
steam power reduced the work available locally., Population de-
‘clined with the exodus to neighboring states for jobs. The big
mill at the Falls, after being idle for extended periods, burned
‘4n 1906; the two stores at the end of the bridge burned a‘year
‘later, Many houses stood empty and many were ill-cared-for be-
cause of the low economic conditions. The last sea-farlng was

carried on by Capt. Joe Jones's scow, the "North Star," which for

many years transported consignments of cordwood, baled hay, etc,
to coastal markets, Even the '"North Star" disappeared from the
river about 19%g?‘

The appearance of automotive transportation reverséd the
trend by making it possible for people to commute to jobs in the .
larger coastal towns. Automobiles demanded better roads - with

local employment for construction and maintenance.. It became

4
F SR TP

RSN
possible to truck produce directly to market and hence g8 M

' falsed the economic lavel a bit for those who had chosen to stay
on the home farms, though times were hard for many years,
The automobile had also stimulated travel all over the country,

and Sheespscot felt its effects early. From the '20s8 on tourists

\ Luv,:o,o coA
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who specialized in backeroad exploring discovered and were en-

thralled by Sheepscot's slsepy charm., New people bought 0ld houses,

some abandoned, some simply in need of paint; many new'paoplg7after

the end of WW II, An intelligent process of "fixing up" has been

carried on ever since, enjoyed and shared in by those whose fam-

ilies have always lived in the village as well as by the newcomers,
Land values have skyrocketed in recent years, "0ld houses"

are at a premium or literally unavailable, House lots begin to

be the best use for the narrow pastures, and some modern houses

have been built. But there has been no change in the basic char-

acter of the community. Sheepﬁcot is still a cloaa mnit neighbor~

ihood, 21l 1its residents uaﬁtw&, whether they live on the Alna side

of the river or in Newcastle, in a real concern to preserve its

natural beauty and the flavor of its past.

lowcaatle

\ - »
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HOUSES BUILT PRIOR TO 1850

Note: Name of earliest known owner i1s used, Classification by

architectural period is based on structural evidence, historic
articles and maps as well as famlly tradition. The numbering is
arranged geographically beginning at the Sheepscot Bridge. (Map #5)

1. James Carney came to Sheepscot from Pownalboro on the

Kennebec for business purposes c. 1795. He built the present

house on the Sheepscot River at the east end of the bridge, and

sold 1t to Samuel Avarill in 1805. Later owners were Joseph Hall,

Beard, Bird and others. The house has nine rooms, is two-story

‘with low nip roof and chimneys with panelled over-fireplace (no

- mantles), original woodwork and floors intact, The former kitchen

wing was an older cne-story cottage. The 8-foot square foundation

of the old cooking fireplace lies under the floor. After a period

- of neglect the house has been modernized and carefully restored .

by recent owners,

2., Capt, Thomas Chass DBuilt in 1803 by Captain Chase, farm-

"er and ship-builder, this house is a simple example of Federal

GpscotR,

degign., There are eight rooms with hip roof and large central

c¢himney, Ocecupied by the builder and his son Eldridge and family
until ¢, 1880, then for many years by members of the uarnax family
related by marriage. A long porch on the front built,E? 1966 is

the only exterior change. Several sliding "Indian shuttera" were

found in the walls of the first floor and are preserved., There
\
is some use of 1i" ﬁ; 14" hand hewn beams in the foundation of &2

the cellar which are reputed to be remmnants of old Fort Ann, de-

K.

>6U04ﬂaﬁ-boao
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molished about the time of the coustruction of this house.

3. Capt, Thomas Lenox -~ Located across the North Newcastle

Road from Capt. Chase's, just north of Sheepscot Village, The

house was buillt c¢. 1825, There are eight rooms, full two stories,
with attic and gable roofline. BRasic Federal design with no adorn-
ment inside or out. Occupled by the Lenox family until c. 1865,

then forlmany years by the Frederick Hall family, then by Joseph

Hodgkins. Repaired and modernized by recent owners,
4. Samuel Kennedy - One mile north of Sheepscot Village on

North Newcastle Road. Kennedy ownership is shown on an officlal
town map dated 1816, probably based on the Toppan survey of 1733,
Plot runs from Dyers River east to Mill River (or Brook), Earlier

j dataA%ot available. Property owned by James Campbell during the

1850's and apparently for one or two generations of his descendants,

About 1900 the place became the property of Henry H. B. Nash whose

wife was a member of the Murray family next ndrth (q.v.#S). About

1935 the property became a girl's summer camp. In 1950 it was

purchased'by Pauline Fenno who used it as a private residence un-

til her death in 1975. Through the years extensive alterations
and additions have been made to the house which disguise its aarly
Origin.

James Campbell, about 1842, sold a small plot at the south-~

east corner of his farm on M1ll River and the water rights in a
dam, The abutments of the dam and the foundation of the mill
building and mill race sre ctill standing in a very isolated wooded

area, The dam is noted in the deed as 16 rods across the top.’

YW P CByoot)
Xn Rinen
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5 David Murray - House is located on North Newcastle Road.

It was built c. 1776 and occupied by generations of the Murray
family uptil 1932. Six sons of the buillder were lost at sea and

several subsequent generations produced sea captains. Col. Robert

Murray, Jﬁggﬁ of the builder, was prominent in the Civil War, and
earlier bullt coasting vessels at a yard on the Dyers River below
his house. The house 1s a story and a half "Cape Cod" cottage
with a long ell. Central chimney is intact as well as an intsere
esting parlor completely panelled in wood which appears never to
have been painted. A second room is similarly panelled but there
18 evidence that this has been transferred from another house of -
the same period. '

6. John Murray - A nephew of David Murray built this house

about 1825, and died here. The last of the family to occupy the
place was Lavinla Murray who died c¢c. 1910, It has been appreciably

altered from its original simple design but is well maintained.

7. Robert Lennox - Cape Cod farmhouse, a quarter mile east

of Sheepscot Bridge on 0ld County Road, was built in 1822, Occupied
by Lennox relatives until 1945, Central chimney, ovens, cupboards
and old stairway are intact, though there are slight alterations
for modern facllitlies, The doorway i1s an unusually attractive
feature,

8, William Hopkins - Around 1900 this house was known locally

as "Brooks Reed's House" though the house was abandoned, It is a
well proportioned Cape Cod with four rooms downstairs and two up.
The foundatlon shows the same use of heavy beams in chimney and

wall foundation as in Capt. Thomas Chase's house and the same
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tradition persists that they were some of the flankers of the 0ld
Fort (Fort Ann) demolished in 1803. This circumstance along with
high cellings and very wide floor boards on the first floor eastabe
lishes the first decade of the 19th century as a tentative date

for building. - The names Moody, Reed, Vinal, Birdiand othéré appear

as Swners,

9. Jerome Kennedy « On Old County Road, 1 mile east of the

village. Soeventy years ago this house was a lowestudded two-roome

and-attic cottage, Jerome Kennedy probably was not the first owner

of this house, although records show that his father William and
grandfather Samuel had been long reslidents and holders of the land,
Evidence of ownership 1s dated 1816. In following Kennedy gener-
‘ations Eugene and Albert (Bert) lived here until ¢. 1925, The sub-

sequent owner repaired and improved a rundown primitive cottage
~until today it bears no resemblance to its original appearance,

10, Mary Mcody's Cottage - This property is part of original' -

Kennedy land, The sequence of ownership is unclear but associated

with William Hopkins and Mary Ann Moody, both related to Kepnnedys.
: Towr dg EZJ«ngA.
The house is clearly a combination of #wo parts of different—ages,

 both very old - noticeable especially in a narrow, very primitive
board~walled stairway leading to a very low attic in the wing. 1In
the front part of the house there are two rooms downstairs and two
small, almost attic rooms upstairs, The house has been modernized
comfortably but not "restored,”

11, Robert Kennedy - A two-story house with a one-story ell,

Just south of the Congregational Church on the road to Newcastle,

Built c¢. 1820, with an older cottage attached. A cellar hole

....... . — Ty ™ T YT TR T TR R S TR



SHEEPSCOT VILLAGE 17
1158 B€

nearby was probably the original location of the ell. The main
house has end chimneys, and there is a cooking fireplace with ovens
in the ell, Original wall paper in good condition still hangs in
the hallway., The house was later owned by F. I. Carney and his

family. Since 1925 the place has changed hands frequently, but

hasg had excellent maintenance,

12, Wm. Cunningham - The property was owned and occupled by

the Cunningham family 1735-1960. The present house was built by

Wm. Cunningham about 1800. A good example of early federal design -

hip roof, two stories, elght rooms, with a central chimney. An
unusual feature is the megt-smoking chamber built into the chimney
on the second floor. Large iron hooks in the walls for hanging
slabs of meat are still visible., Original woodwork is intact
throughout the housa., Part of the second floor rear was never

finished but is aerved by a large fireplace and gives accese to &
5 ;

Jv W\&Q/\L@L .
the smoke chamhere. BN ows W\W PR 0. O Py, 1. 2 B

13. Dennis Mahoney - Bought prOperty near the crossing of

Sheepscot Road and Indian Trail in 1835. The front g?rt of the

house may have baen built before this as indicated'by:Zookihg fire= a
place with cast iron door on oven, paneling over the mantle and

the crude stonewdrk cellar under one part of the house, as well as
the use of split boards for lathing. Exterior has general appear-
ance of late federal period but has been added to several times.

Two rooms now used as shed space are obviously of much older cone-
struction and local tradition has it that they were part of an

older house still standing a short distance away. There have been

several additions and changes with modernizatibns. Presently well
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mgintained.

. 14, David Shattuck - ghe property was originally part of the
large Nickels holdings., THIS ewmer came to the locality in‘1838;»

built the present house and his family occupiled the place until

1950, In addition to farming, he developed a tide.mill at the head
of the tide on Mill Brook nearby, grinding grain ds well as sawing

lumber,

15, Chas. Nickels - On Sheepscot-Newcastle Road, half mile

east of Mill Brook, House built about 1805. It is a large, squars,
two-story house with high attic and monitor. There are four rooms

on each floor, two chimneys on inside cross walls, 6rigiha11y fdur :

.fireplaces on each floor, It has been extehsively répaifad in

recent years but not suitably "restored." Original'parlbf~is‘in—

tact with very attractive federal design in woodwork, Cornice,
UL i 2>

dado, fireplace, door and window ﬁaues'in excellent condition.v5g

Outside appearance much altered by use of "four-1ight" sashes in
some windows., The original cornice survives under the eaves on
one slde oniy; The fireplace with cooking fa»ilities g&%e been e

eliminated, but there is evidence of provision for the 1aundry

 kettle and smoke chamber ir the basewent, The Nickels family had N

lived for two generations on extensive holdings in the area and a

large cellar hole nearby is conslidered to have been an earlier

family home, Alexander Nickels, brother of Chas, built an ident-

ical house at the Fort at Pemaquid Harbor, The family disappears
in mid-19th century and the house was subsequently owned under

names of D'glano, Dodge, Davidson and others.

:,~og 7%@»@47014
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16. Capt. John Holmes;”dr. ~ The family was long resident

in the area, Capt. Holmes was a succesziul shipmaster and in 1826

bullt the large house now standing on the point of Dyers Neck at
the confluence of the Dyers and Sheepscot Rivers. The house has

12 rooms and a full gable attic. The portico has c¢lassical fea-

- tures. The @ll is plainly of earlier construction. The'original

chimneys were placed on the inside wall of the house and had four
flues each, These have been replaced by & box chimney$. Holmes

#0ld to Capt. Moses Chase in 1853 and three gensrations of Chases
YeverTly

lived in the house until seld&#§:$h&=psesen%—ewner House and

barne have been well maintained., The property is now used as a

stock farm,
9 Df-tr; Neok

17. Amos Flye = This two-story houseAwithﬁiarge attic-sabled
NS TS =
roof in gcner&%kgaderal pattern was built in 1846. Descendants

whichwas

report that the ell originally stood oq,landkpreviously owned by

_Ezekial‘Laiten and was moved across the road.when'Amos.Flze built

his new house., The facade of the new part of the houss shows in-

teresting classical detail in a graduated series of Ionic piiasters

on each side of the center doorway, on a central second-story win-

dow, even to a large Palladian dormer window on the third'fléor.

The parlor paper is the original decoration from 1846.

18, Sam Laiten - Story and a half Cape Cod farmhouse on

Dyer's Neck Road, two miles from the bridge. In 1822 Kingsbury

Donnell bought the house from Laiten; thereafter Donnell descend-

‘ants occupied it until 1905. It was owned subsequently by the

John Twachtman family but completely abandoned by 1940. Rebuild-

ing was untertaken by Pauline Fenno in 1960 and completed by the

present owners,

)\Wcazbfe,
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19. Methodist Parsonage - The early history of this house

is not known but successive generations have considered it "the
oldest house in the village" and details of its strudture substane
tiate the claim. Very low ceilings, plank walls, narrow staircase
in a corner of the 'common room," central chimney with fireplaces
and gvex imiact excert Ior imirusion of furnace pipes. Thers are
wide plank floors and a "“stoop" as entryway for the two rooms. A
learto kitchen and bedroom were added about 1850 by a ministerial
occupant and the roof raised to make the attic space available for
use, with two oval windows added below the eaves, Four-light
sashes have replaced the small paned windows. An 1857 map shows
this house as "Methodisf Parsonage."” It was probably also the
place of worship for the Methodists who had been organized into

a congregation earlier. The place was bought in 1868 byQAddisdnv
Carney and is still owned by his descendants,

20, William Williams - Owned in the 18508 by Wm. Williams,

who had a joiner's or carpenter's shop néarby on the river bank, .
this house has two stories with end-chimneys., The fireplace in
one has been converted to use as a furnace flue. A one-story ell
providing‘a large kitchen and attic seems to be part of an older
cottagez:with plain board dado, hand-planed doors and crude hand-
made hardware, An attractive front doorway with classical fea-
tures 1s partially obscured by a porch built c¢. 1900, Molded
cornice, panelled dado, door and window frames, and the fireplace,
are intact in the living room. Woodwork in the other front room
has been changed to a simple classical style wi:th low pediments
over the doors and windows, a siyle popular in the 1840s. The

house was bought in 1873 by Franklin Carney when his own Rouse
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burned, and remained in the family until sold in 1958 to the present

owner,

2l. Jothan Donnell Clifford - who came to Sheepscot in 1841,

buillt this large house on the Main Street (now renamed The Kings
Highway) which shows neo-classic detalls on the exterior and has
Victorian fireplaces in chimneys built into interior walls, Cliff-
ord built and operated for many years a store on the corner at the
Junction of the two rivers. His family occupied the home until

1905 when it was bought and occupied until 1960 by Capt. Joseph
Jones and his family. Capt. Jones owned and operated two freighting
scows in the coastal trade - the last commercial shipping on the
River, A substantial whérf'on his own property was home port.

22, "The Buoy" - On The'Kinge Highway, half mile south of

the Cemetery, Parts of two ancient structures were moved to pres-.
~ent site at unknown date and integrated into present cottage. Lo-.
‘cal tradition has it that main part came from house formerly on
corner of The Kings Highway and Sheepscot Road.

23, Dennett Weymouth - House bulilt about 1848 by’ D.].eymouth

'_;18 o%ﬁnOrth siééh;éﬁ;;;t end of Bridge. He owned thelﬁillvand 'ii
. ‘shipyard at the ‘alls at this time; several relatives resided
‘nearby and carried on dther businesses. Desizn shows several
neo-classical features in doorway and fireplaces which have free
standing columns at corner and round-the-chimney mantles, Seven
rooms all formal and high ceilinged except the kitchen which is
‘;plainly an earlier house, probably pre-Revolutionary, with the
large chimney and cooking fireplace intact.\ A-femkly-burying

xua}-'#v., /
. reuvmdwaa—-ataprted: onvknc$l -near the haase,\gx&¢ Ké;hgdkéc :

/
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House was later occupied for many years by family of George
Mahoney who was toll keeper at the Bridge for F. L. Carney, owner
of the Bridge until it was freed in 1894. The Mahoney family
occupied the place until 1940, Kenneth Hinds’ family were resident
for several years starting careful restoration which has been conw
tinued by present owner,

24, L. D, Weymouth ~ Stands on south east corner of Mill

Road in Alna at west end of the Sheepscot Bridge. It is a large

-gquare house, with hip roof and two large chimneys on inner cross- -

'walls. Has especially gracious proportions and an attractive

front portico. Five large rooms and hall on first floor and five
bedrooms upstairs, Kitchen in ell is of earlier comstruction with
ancient fireplace. Property owned by L. D, Weymouth, mid-19th
century, during the heyday of Weymouth interests in Mill and ship-
building. He was part owner of the Mill at Sheepscot Falls nearby.
Entire first floor woodwork retains painted graining popular in

- 1840's except the parlor which shows redecorating done in 1885

for the wedding of a daughter., The owner at that time was George

" Nelson. Property has been in this family for four generations in-

c¢luding the present. :
25, "The Captain's House'' - Located on Mill property at the

'Falils at end of Mill Road on Alna side of Sheepscot, Clearly of

. 18th century construction with '"salt box" roof line. Interior

arrangement and woodwork of original house‘gg?intact - two rooms
with central chimney and fireplaces, very low ceilings, etc,

Occupied for many years by Capt. Joseph Leighton. - Considerable

- gpace has been added by wide dormer upstairs and enlarged space

NIPIIES
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in living room, Built originally for use of "millwright,'" became

run down after Mill burned but has been pleasantly restored and

.improved by present owner.

26, Cyrus Rundlett - A4 late 18th century cottage on Mill

Road in Alna to which has beeh added a music room and a studio
by present owners who acquired the property in l930.» Property
was usually owned by mill owners for employses' occupancy. The .
original cottage is intact except for the largze cooking fireplace
and 1s well maintained.

27. D. C, Howard « Originally a one story, threse room cottage

'with end chimneys., Fireplaces and internal woodwork intact,

" Built early 19th century, possibly by D. C. Howard who owned it

during the 1850's., Second story added later and in 1960 the ell

roof was raised to make twec full storles. Has retained its "early

American" aspect, Owned in early 1900's by Mrs. Frank Palmer,
widow of former owner of the Mill at Sheepscot Fallsj subsequently

by Mrs, Flora Carney, Mr, and Mrs, Cheyney Smith, Mr,., and Mrs,

" Richmond Smith,

28, Job Averill - This propserty is the site of Job Averill's

earliest residence on land procured from the Kennebec Proprietors
about 1760, The traditional designation as a'"garrison house™
probably referred to an sarlier structure associated with Sheep-
scot Farms or subsequent early developments, Job Averill removed
to a location near the river where he operated a licensed;ferry

beginning c. 1770's, The present houss was built in the early .

19th century, a plaln two-story early farmhouse with third story

.dormers added later. Samuel Averill, Jr, owned the place in mid- '
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19th century. After several brief ownershipé it has beeﬂ'accupied
by the present owners since 1935,

29, Joseph Leighton - This house is on the 014 Road to Wise

casset about a mile south of the Sheepscot Bridge. Leightons Pro=-
viously owned farms on Dyers MNeck. Four generations of the family
occupied thie house from 1822 to 1965. It is a square house of
two storiss with a hip roof and two chimneys on interior wallé;

30, Prancis Rundlett = A story-and-a-half farmhouse built

c. 1840 on a small tract in the early Job Averill purchase, The

_house has the basic Cape Cod pattern though with wider eaves and

hall and stairs, Smallepansd window sashes have been replaced by

a more decorativs doorwqy; There is an appreciable amount of
painted graining showing on second~{loor woodwork. The cooking
fireplace is in an end chimney facing into an ell room, atill in;i
tact with oveﬁ and cast iron doors. The house was rénévated by

members of the Rundlett family c¢. 1915 with changes in the front

' two-over-one on the froant of the house. The house was ocqupied by:

three generations of the Rundlett family until sold to the present

owners,

31. Rufus Stevens - The land was part of Job ﬁvérill!s pUr="

chase from the Kennebec Proprietors. The house is a simple Cape
Cod cottage of comfortable proportions., It was built lata in the

18th century, dormer windows added more recently. The place was

~occupied for many years by Rufus Stevens and hie descendants, then

by the Ervin Averdll family beginning 1895, Since the 1920's the

farm has been owned and operated as an egg and poultry produdﬁidn

unit by the present occupants.

5%/\ s Neck:
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32. Jotham Donnell - This house was probably built in the

1770*s. The property was bought by Jotham Doanell from Samusel
Clark in 1812 when he married Jane VWoodbridge, great granddaughter
of Christorher Toppran. It was occupied by four gemerations of the
Donnell family until 1916, Capt. Donnell served in the garrisen
of Fort Edéecomb 1813~1814, He had come to Sheepscot from Bath as
a shipwright, employed by Capt. Thomas Chase, Fourteen coasting
vessels were bullt between 1216 and 1865 at the Donnell Shipyard

~at the foot of the property on the Sheepscot River, "Shipyard'
Hill" has yielded artifacts relating to the shipbuilding activity
in the course of subsequent farming operations. An addition was
made to the house in 1825 to provide "kesp" for the ship carpene
ters who lived at a distance,

The original house is a typical Malne farmhouse of the period
except that its proportions are more generous than most dbuilt at
that time, being two full rooms deep instead of one, with two full
bedrooms on the second floocr and a stand-up attic. A central chime
ney, ten feet square at the base, was removed about 1880 to create
space for a hall and a more convenient stairway. No &ther struct-
ural changes have been made except modern plumbing and substitute
fireplaces,

233, Ebenezer Albee ~ This place on the Golden Ridge Road is

one of the "shoestring farms" laid out by Job Averill in the 18th
century., The house is a gypical one~story and an attic Cape Cod
.farmhouse facing the river. Bought by Ebenezer Albes early in the
19th century, it was occupied by members of the family including

four generations of Chaneys until 1965,
N y"
WM’{W
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34, Miles Averill - This house iz a small early farmhouse

with four rooms only one of which, the "Common Room'" has much size.
The ceilings are very low,., Its construction is attributed to the
1760's as a part of Job Averill's development. There is better
woodwork in the house than is usually found from that period., The
large fireplace and ovens are intact. A porch on two sides and an:

ell have been added but the character of the house has been pree
served, Miles Averill was a descendant of Job but was not the
builder of this house. After the family died out in the 1890's
the house was abandoned for many years,

35. Israel Averill - The land is part of Job Aferill's orig-

inal purchase, A cottage.built about 1770 is the ell of a two-

 story federal house with two chimneys on inside walls, built c. 1840,

‘Large brick ovens and the cooking fireplace are intact, with con-

" siderable primitive woodwork. One bedroom upstairs shows hand-

painted stencilled wall decorations (pineapple pattern) probably

' done when this style was popular, 1840-1860. Color has been dame

aged by the subsequent use of wallpaper over the painting. The

" house was occupled by Averill descendants until 1925, Since then

three generations of Philbricks have lived in it. The white paling

fence around a small square front yard is intact, with interesting

decorative details to match the house cornice. These fenced front

yards were standard at one time, now almost ext}nct. / r}
Wmy Gray ' Gray’ - Originally this pouse*&as'a typiqal Cape coda\ 7

but through the y arizé d pq&iod of n gla t 48 well r'g-(}l »

tarat /on a:Jtmodirniz tio e e tent that 1ts pe iod cone - .-

struqtion 8 not readily den fiable, It is understoo to ave i) qu;r

R
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been built in 1741 but this 1s probably the date of the original

land pur hase under the Toppan Survey. The first house built may
have Heen a small c£ottage, possibly the present ell or & small

,&' L
e

aqéient cottage negrby, now used as an annexi The cﬁyéxal cn;mgpy

N Y

: ; i &
The nEopeéLyvNVt
o

¥y 19th centu

and amuch of the woodwork is original or dated,
The house was ownad-by %¥m., Gray in the 1l850's
was part of the large Kennedy holdings in the e

on what was knownféé "Crumbie's Reach," With ity annex the h

océhpied by thafhray Tamily until 1925, 1is now'the only one/still &
adid’ Q/\»A&y\}/) Ruatl "N

8tanding and’lived in dm ~ve hEdVliJ forested/two-mile ngtk of

land between Mill Brook.and a smaller Qtream once cleared and

dotted’with many homestaads.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS

(See Map 6)

37. Congregational Church « The bullding is situated on
- A
Garrison Hill on Sheepscot Road where Madame dg:t's garrison house

stood and later the village school. Qﬁgngg built in 1825 from
private funds as a Union Meetlng iiouse, available to COngféggtionali
Methodist and Baptist groups already established., A church had

been "gathered" at the Town Meeting House about‘l795!but due to
geographic problems and rivalries between Sheepscng£§§%Newcastle o
Village, the members from each community organized and built theif
own building. The union arrangement at Sheepscot was bréken up by
the withdrawal of the other two groups leaving the Congregation-
alists in possession of the building but too small in mumber to
support a minister. After 1885 the church had no minister and

it A
W ‘6 ' |
i only an irregular suamer service was held until 1943, At that

Aﬂqﬂo@a%i
9&4440477/92196



SHEEPSCOT VILLAGE 28

1150 97

time Sheepscot Community Church was organized and services are
held hers regularly through the summer, alternating with the Meth~
odiat Church dbuilding for winter services, Since a careful and
attractive restoration in 1910, the bullding has bsen kept in exe
cellent repair thru incoms availabdle from the glebe provided by
Christopher Toppan in 1737. The building is Greek revival withma'

- steepls and will seat 200 persons. The interior decorations are

simple but pleasing, designed and executed by George Haushalter,
an artist living at Sheepscot at the time of the restoration.
38. Methodist Church ~ This buillding on "The King's High-

way" near the river was built in 1868 with pews to seat 200 peo-
ple. The exterior is iﬁ a modified Italianate design, clapboard
finish, painted white, The windows are tinted a aull rose with

a uniform pattern simulating diamond-shaped leading. The interior
was decorated by a Boston artlst circa 1890 and carefully restored
in 1968 thru community contributions. The building is used for |
regular church services fromlOctober to May by the Sheepscot Com-
munity Church. Sunday School is conducted in the modernized vestry.

39, @range Hall - Located on NW corner of Sheepscot Road and -

Dyers Neck Road. Constructed by Garrison Hill Grange P of H 497
in 1911, Besides serving the formal requireaments of the organli-
zation it provides a center for various community activities and
is rented to individuals on a selective basis. It 1é kept in ex-
cellent condition, its valus added to by its attractive location.

40. Fire House - Sheepscot Volunteer Fire Department began

1900 with a hand pumper and a few devoted members, By 1945 thay

owned a tank truck and built their fire house to house the truck
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near the corner of Kinge Highway and Sheepscot Road. A new and
better equipped tank truck, extra hose, Indian tanks, fire helmets
and other equipment are kept there and additional space Bsfvés for
meetings of the firemen and the Women's Auxiliary. Supported by
volunteer community activity and a small Town subsaidy.

41, Villaze Store - A small store which along with a Coffee

Corner supplies an incidental social center for the village.

42, Gertrude Bird Club -~ A six-acre tract includes a club

- house of one large room with modern facilities, a riding ring, .
tennis courts and a softball fisld, It was developed by a priféfé
individual and presented to the Town at the time of her death. |
Operated with small fees.by a committee appointed by the Selectmen.,
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HISTORIC SITES

(located on dap #5)

WATER POWER

~ 2 Q/:ﬁ“
A. Sheepscot Falls - %ﬁoedgafia? Batt Falls,(;~eorruptieh'“
of the-neme-Battl) Cheietoph +4-ywas Christopher Toppan's grand.

N P G faor g A : ' p"\f}y . =
father,ﬁput it is not yet known whether  Ba¥t interests preceded ¢

Toppan's in Sheepscot land development.

Substantial tidal power has been developed from these falls
since about 1760, The natural fall was supplemented by the con-
struction of a dam of four 1log cribs filled with rocks, between
which were heavy wooden gates, the central one of which 80 con-
structed that the gates swung open with a rising tide to let in
the maximum amount of water and allow for the passage of vessela
up or down at flood tide. This provided a l§~foot head at the
peak of each tide according to local ratings. |

The dam originally promoted by Job Averill and his brother}
Israel changed hands in 1785. Later, in its heyday, it was owned
by Dennett Weymouth and members of his family until 1860. Frank-
lin Carney, Oakes Rundlett, Trask and Palmer were later owners.
About 1904 the property was acquired by the Bath Box Company, but
was never again operated. The mill burned in 1906.

Power was used primarily for sawing lumber, but some grist
was ground. The fire left nothing of this property except the
"Captain's House" and a shed, beside the log piers in the river
above the dam which held log booms, and some of the millrace
gtructure. The dam, unused for water power since the fire, was

dynamited in 1924 to facilitate access by boats to the upper rive~
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The old mill stones have been reported by scuba divers to be ly-
ing in the river above the dam site.

B, Mill Brook - Earlier known as Allyn's or Allen's Falls,

Cavasissex River, Yickels River and Deer “ieadow Brook. The falls
can be seen from the Sheepscot-1 evcaotle road, Power for grinding
grain was developed here as early as 1660 to serve the people of
Sheepscot Farms, A freshwater sitream draining a valley fifteen
miles to the north here runs throuzh a narrow gorze with a drop
of about fifteen feet at the Falls, Walter Phillips, an early
settler on the Damariscottaz River to the east opened a trail be-
tween his home and Sheepscot Farms which passed the mill site, to
soerve both communities, 'This route was xnown until taken over as
a county road as "Walter Phillips Cart Path," The abutments of a
heavy stong dam are clearly visible from the road and indicate an
added elevation of ten or fifteen feet, Alexander Johnston re-
porting to the Maine Historical Society in 1878 says that the
abutments of this "very strong double wall dam still remains whdle
at the present time,"

That this gristmill with a sawalll added later was a recog-
nized establishment is shown by the fact that a plat of the dis-
trict proposed by David Dunbar and dated 1732 (Map #3) shows a
two-acre lot set aside on each side of the Falls as a "“Common"
for the mill. No trace is evident, without intensive study, of
the mill 1tself or the wcoden sluice which must have bzen used
in place of a stone millrace, The Nickels family whose property
abutted the Brook to the east still owned the mill early in the
19th century.

Cﬁ/bﬁw e
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i : C. Shattuck Tide Mill - Located at the mouth of Mill Brook,

this was a small but active operation established by David Shat-
tuck about 1835 on the farm where he lived. There are remains
of a plank dam to impound fresh water from the stream above and
from tidal flow,

D. Gray's Tide Mill - This was a swnall developuent on the~.

west side of “The Reach" between Deer Meadow Brook and Marsh Rivey,
A plank dam wae constructed across the mouth of a small bight to -
impound water from a brook and tides on William Gray's farm in

mid-19th century, Little evidence remains.

SHIPYARDS (see Map #5)

E. Dennett Weymouth -~ Weymouth's shipyard was on the Mill

Foint at Sheepscot Falls. The largest ships produced in the Sheep=-
scot area were built here: "King Philip" of 1196 tons in 1856;
"Keystone," 853.2 tons in 1854; and "Joras Wren," 747.4 tons in
5 . 1843, Schooner "Annie P. Chase," 257 tons, was built at this
“yard in 1873 when it was owned by Franklin L. Carney. )
F. Capt. Thomas Chase - Capt. Chase built a substantial num-

ber of coasting vessels at this shipyard on his property on Dyer's
éﬁl%ﬁ, River just above its confluence with the Sheepscot River, About
1810, Captain Chase brought Jotham Donnell, a ship-wright, from
?EJU%ﬂ0ffffa Bath to take charge of his shipyard.
IZ%?£QA€L#4W G. Charles Leighton - This shipyard was developed on the
lf;ﬁu¥gdc0{, weast side of the cove below Sheepscot Falig, The "Ascutna," 450
f;kﬂgd00”t tons, built in 1854, was apparently the largest vessel built in

7%11//9 this yard. Also known were the "Emma" (1846) of 206 tons and
IR "Napoleon" (1845) of 74 tons, and others.

777@5/; /Z/»w
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He Jotham Donnell - This yard was lcocated on the shore of

hls home farn on the Sheepscot River about a half mile above the
bridge. It appears that the "Mary T. Rundlett' (286 tons) was

the largest of fourteen vessels bullt at this yard. Others were
"Dart" (1819), "Orient” (1819), '"Morningstar"™ (1820), all of about
120 tons. The lest ship bullt was in 1869.

I. David Murray (and son Col, Robert Murray) - The Murrays

built ships as early as 1795 on thelr farm on the Dyer's Rivsr,
three miles above Sheepscot Bridge as 1t meanders thru wide salt
marshes, The lbcation gave rise to storles of his vessels being
launched with a ¢ollar of air-tight barrels above the keel to raise
the vessel high enough to gebt around the bends in the river., Mur-
ray véssels rangaed from the '"Betsy" (133 tons) up to “"Damascus" of

%1% tons, Col, Murray was building boats as late as 1858,

J. _Henry Cargill - A subatantial number of coasiing vessels

were built at this yard between 1820 and 1845, It was located at
thé'ndrth end of Town Cove, A fine spring nearby had {rom earliest
times attracted a variety of activities. John Mason's house was

close by in the 17th century Sheepscot Farms period. Sir William

Phip's craft in which some of thoe seitlers of '"the Farms" escaped
the destructicn of 1695 was built here., Later, brickyards wers
developed to make use of the fresh water in ?ﬁi&#&@&ﬁiﬁﬁ*ﬁ, Henry
Cargill was a great grandson of David Cargill, surveyor of the
Toppan Claime, znd built his house nearby on the Xing's Highway,
the ce2llar of whici: has only recently been filled.

Note:; The naucs of the following men xlso appear as builders of

ships recorded as having been built at Sheepscot: James Averill,

;7f%hﬁﬁdﬂodajffiéfﬂﬂg U SR e T L B
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Joseph ﬁﬂZ&ggé Sanuel Averill, Charles Cargill, J. D, Clifford,
William Watters and Charles Nickels.

BRICKYARDS

K. Fairservice - Located on west bank of Sheegscot, a quarter
mile above the Bridge where s smzall brook enters the river., Dresse
logs show along river bank and broken bricks scattered near the are
are traces of early activity. Piles of hand wrought chain almost
overgrown with sod have been discovered at the site,

L. Town Cove - West bank of Pown Veck at Sheepscot Farms over
& conslderable part of its length shows refuse brick at low tide
and probably further inland except that pine woods grow clear to
the shore. UNear the upper end of the Cove a large spring pours
its fresh water into thie tidal cove, I% was the major water suppl;
for most of Sheepscot Farms and today with an electric pump supplie:
water to a modern house near by. BSeveral sections of wooden pipe,
hand bored, lying in the stream bed were placed there by Henry
Cargill to supply his brickyard on the Cove, He sold the property
about 1850.

M. Nickels - There 1s also evidence of brick making and fre-
quent references to Hartley Nickels brickyard on the east side of

M11ll Brook below the Falls., Hartley Nickels lived on the honme

property from 1817-1864 and the stream is shown on some maps as
"Nickels River,"
Small workings show up at various spots on the east side of

Town Cove along Marsh River at the mouth of f{resh water streans,
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‘ century was largely limited to the Town Neck lying between Sheepe
scet River and what came to be mown as Town Cove east of it. The
Neck 1s about a mile long =2nd less than a mile wide at the north

end, Aprarantly the Neck was clecared of forest in those days and

extensively farmed, The wide meadows of salt and “sweet® ha{

4 added resources. The settlers were largely
é Paatuaas Ao w% ‘{a\,ﬂ.c., :
' iwmigaa%&en-ﬁx Dutch, pesbakds-eificialy, ne ter
n..\rl/f\(' Syl

Vew _ﬁﬂk in TOQQ. Maximum populztion was probably about 300.

Lngl sh »ut-%ithFome

To % W.ae \‘3

ETEEﬁ*captured\wﬁ
The

village was completely destroyed by Indlans about 1695, later re-
settlement was established north of the 0ld village site and the
:Neck again developed extensgive forest growth., This re~development
of the second "heerscct village on an entirely different location
north of Town Neck (for reasons which need to be expxared) resulted
in the cellars and other relics of the 17th century village re-
maining unmolested for some years. Lxtensive and unsupervised

amateur digging was done 1370-1880. Any artifacts found nave come

r' : pletely disappeared. Currently the Heck ie heavily wooded except -
for three small asreas of oypen farmiand., Tn the 20th century large
| ' dandpits have been opened on the west side. There are now five

| houses on Town Neck - one built ian 1850 at the south énd, anotier
old construction of two roous, parts of different houses, moved
separately from elsewhere, and near the upper end,three homes of
very recent construction.

0. O0ld Newcastle Meeling louss - After constant bickering

‘7Wq : ~as to the location o»f the Town Meeting izuse, between the settle- .
| ment at Sheepscot and the peocrele of ilewcastle on the Damariscotta
I)vhwmmuocuxjajf.

River side of town, and the threat of fines by the Massachusetts
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authorities for not providing a place for a church to be gathered,
a town meeting in 1788 voted to build a meeting house in the middle
of the town and hire a minister, It took six years before it was
actually in use. The building stood until 1924, but was long un-
used because the Newcastle town business center had become concen~
trated along the Damariscotta River,

The building was originally of the same design as other 18th
century Town Meeting Houses in the area, with box pews and a second
story gallery., The bullding is gone but the square stone foundatio
still stands in a thicket, opposite the "Nickels House,."

P. 0ld Fort (Fort Ann) - The highest point in the Sheepscot
vicinity is a hill which‘rises abruptly from the river east of the
Falls and on the northern end of "Town Neck." Here the first white
settlers built a crude stockade and named it Fort Ann, There are
references to repair of Fort Ann in town records during the 18th
century but apparently it was not garrisoned after the French and’
Indian Wars. It was demolished by the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury and the "Flankers" sold to house builders. An aged citizen
reported many years ago that when he was young a broken brick.arche
vault was visible at the site but '"had since beecn covered by fillec
lots" (as the cemetery there was expanded). From the dates on the
stones in these yééé it seems clear the archway must have been P
covered between 1850 and 1867. The steep slope of this Fort Hill
ends at the river in a long level outcrop of ledge clear of water
at all tides. In this ledge a large mooring pin ;écffixed in the
rock, now nearly buried in debrisesthés suggests the possibility
that this ledge wgglfhe wtz:; for the 1and1ng of supplies to the
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early éﬁft&ﬁﬂﬁm No exploration work has been done here. An Eng-
lish coin dated 1685 was found recently below the surface near
the Fort property.

Q. Cemetery - Some historians report that this high land
east of the Falls was used as a burying ground as early as 1630.
There are no records but some years ago human bones were found
when new graves were dug in what was thought to be unused ground,
That there hgs been no evidence of burials anywhere else on Town
Neck would seem to substantigte the report of the hill top being

80 used.,

In 1737 Christopher Toyppan in surveying his large land hold-

ings which included this site, deeded the hilltop (about four and
a half acres) to "the people of XNewcastle at Sheepscot, to be
fused as God's Acre forever'". There have been during the 19th
century two additions made to the cemetery but all available space .
for conventional burials has now been filled except for an occaw-
sional single space in a family lot. Cremation lots are available,
‘There are thirty flat but irregularly shaped fleld stones set
on end in what is obviously the oldest part of the cemetery which
show no inscriptions at the present time. The oldest readable

} 744 : ‘
inscription shows "Sarah Campbell -~ 1774." Based on Toppan's deed

(now filed in York Co, deeds), the cemetery is considered Town
property and is carefully managed and maintained by a community

organization and the income from private trust funds.
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NORTHEAST ARCHIVES OF FOLKLORE AND ORAL HISTORY
TRANSCRIPTION

Interview with Charlotte Donnell of Sheepscot, Maine by Michael Chaney
on January 11, 1978.

C: Charlotte Donnell
M: Michael Chaney

M: Today is Wednesday, January 11, 1978 and I'm on my way to interview

Miss Charlotte Donnell of Sheepscot, Maine. On Sheepscot area history.

My name is Michael Chaney.

You remember what I told you last time about a release form and all tha
business. I have to get a release form for each interview that we
(C: Oh) each interview in the archives will have a seperate file. It's
all part of the bookkeeping that we were talking about.

C: Well that part of it's alright. What is, is there some way that if I
really am stuck as to what I want to say, that I can stop the
tape?

M: Sure I can just reach over and flip that little button. Microphone
here but

C: I can do it more quickly if it's alright for me to do it.(M: Sure)
it just pulls down this way?

M: Yes and that will shut it off.

C: It's off now?

M: No, its going now.

C: Oh dear.

M: I just turned it on.

C: Can you cut that out? [laughs] This talk isn't very valuable.

M: Well , you know I'm used to, some of the interviews that I've done
with people I don't know, you know, I walk in and put the tape down
and turn it on just as quickly as I can and I try to make sure that

they know that the machine is going. That's bad when someone talks and

_dheepacst,
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they don't think the amchine is running.
I didn't realize it was running. Well that's alright.

But the thing is that the conversation swings so quickly. Something

valuable that you really don't realize it and so it's

[both speaking at once-confusing here](@EE)

C:

M:

It's your affair not mine.

But, yes she can you know, you want to shut it off for a second or

need to go in the other room for a map or something like that, just

say the word and

Well I can reach out and push the thing down.

Yea. But well. I have this paper in my hand called Sheepscot Village
Three Hundred Years of Transition by Charlotte Donnell. How diid you
get involved in all of this for one thing?

Well it goes back to an early piece of my life and my first experiences
of coming to grandpa's house. My father had grown up in Sheepscot and
all through the early part of my memory he always referred to it as hon
And I got an idea that there was something special about Sheepscot. And
my memories of those visits were happy ones. The impression that there
was something important about the background of the family and was
quite early in the picture. As I came to know it, Sheepscot, better whe
the family moved to Sheepscot and lived on the old home place, I came
to know more and more of the background.

That was early in the century right?

That was in 1904. After living at a variety of places we came to
settle in what had been home.

That was up on Golden Ridge.

On the Golden Ridge, the house as I gathered from conversation in the

home, no explicit history, but just talk, I acme to realize that the

e B
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family had lived in this house for a long time. I didn't know
just how long and it didn't seem to matter. In the picture
there was a great-grandfather who had been a shipbuilder and
part of the farm was shipyard hill where he had his shipyard
and launched several vessels.

That is on what is now the Gordon property, (C: Yes) There was
a shipyard there.

By the river (M:Yes) there's a steep hill, rather a steep slope,
comes down to the river that great-grandfather utilized to
make the launching of his ships easier, rather that having to
build up the framework , the slanted ways that were
essential to getting ships into the water. There were a few
pieces of pewter around the house that were traditionally

part of the old family outfit in the early pprt of the century
China had become more common. They were used, the old pewter,
were used to send the dinners down to the men from the house,
rather than they're coming up the distance from the river.
Various things of this sort developed, there were pieces of
furniture that were referred to as belonging to the earlier
generations of the family. Apparently somewhere along I
learned that my great-grandfather had been, was a part of a
rather large family of Donnells that lived in Bath. And they,

he had come to Sheepscot as a shipwright in the employ of one

Elbridge Chase , correction- Captain Thomas Chase who was a
established ship builder here. He had married-Jotham Donnell

my grandfather had married the sister of Captain Chase's wife.
A famous Woodbridge family that had, the members of which had

proliferated to the extent that, a village to the north was
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always referred to as Woodbridge neighborhood and to the
south was Woodbridge Point.

M: Now the north back of the Woodbridge, the Woodbridges were
up in North Newcastle back in then

C: And at that time there were still several Woodbridge families

living in what more recently is known as North Newcastle.200
M: Now was the north part of Sheepscot known as the stuff below
what is now Davis Point? Sheepscot Village was once further
south than it is now.
C: This was later knowledge that came to me. The ancient village
on what is currently known as Chase's Point, but I was
somewhat older before I became aware of this bit of ancient

history. But the Woodbridges had been involved in the develop-

ment of the present village through a certain Christopher Tappan.
A minister of Newburyport, Massachusetts, who had a concern

for getting people onto land, immigrants from Europe. This
detail came later in one's understanding. The whole feeling
about the, as it grew, the knowledge of this grew, I picked

up a good amny bits of interest of the family because

Christopher Tappan was to my generation was a great-great-

great grandfather. His daughter had married Benijamine
Woodbridge also of Newburyport and had brought his family to
Sheepscot in 1750. They had lived on the point and had bought

up land which Bhd been surveyed by _Rev. Tappan's interests

M: That would have been David Cargill?

C: Yes, David Cargill was the surveyor though I didn't place him

oij exactly at that time. He became a permanent resident here

the nelghborhood which we knew as the Middle neighborhood.

WWM
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C: Now the center of the town of Newcastle. It's a, Benjamine
Woodbridge and his wife, Suzanna, apparently lived on the lower
end of what we know as Chase's Point, about a mile south of
the present village of Newcastle- of Sheepscot. And it's
but his children took up land when the completion of the survey
of his lands which were extensive and xmkxmidmi#t included most
of Newcastle and some outlying parts of Nobleboro and Edgecomb.
But their interests were at the upper end of the Dyers valley,
at least to the tidal river and was later known as North New-
castle. All of this drifted in to my conscieness as history
Much of the sense of it of the passing of time and the historical
depth, depth of the historical background of the family and
this community came little by little. At one point something
which helped to give me prospective of the relationship of
the family to the community, or to the passage of time, came
when I asked of the great aunt who was a part of the household
on the old farm how old the part that she presistantly referred
to as the new part. How old this part really was. She puzzled
a minute and said I don't believe that its more than 90 years
old. And this was built by my great grandfather apparently as
the two houses, the shipyard employees, the 90 year old part

7@&“”92412&L of the house being the new part was, struck me as kind of the
Choaelo AL,

/dhku¥$ao&f" key to the many of the things in terms of historical perspective

that briefly interested me. The death of my father in 1916

and the necessity of my mother returning to my own home in
Ei;gia Iowa to her own family and the fact that my brother and I were

employed elsewhere by this time led to a kind of lapse in

any going on of thinking and learning about the history

because we were not living here anymore. But it was always
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with asense of

[tape off I think]

M: There we go.

C: The 30 or more years following the sale of the old home were
spent in various parts of the country following my own profession%j
of social work. In each case & interesting myself in the history o:

thelocality where I was working, such as New Mexico, Arizona,

correction, Oklahoma. In each as well as others I would often

ask, was often approached with the question of where did you
get the interest, were you a history major at college? Well
I was to be sure but it meant that I came back at the end of
my working life to Sheepscot with an interest, a revived
interest in the history, not only of my family but of the
locality in which they had lived.

Now would that have been arpund 1946 or so?

We returned, my brother and I, retired from our prospective
professions in 1958 and had , after having spent summers
here for about 10 years along with two other, two of the
Donnell cousins. We had returned in the summer with a feeling
of coming home. Even the summer visits led to an increasing
interest in the background of the village which we found as
interesting from a historical point of view as we did from
a point of view of family sentiment.

Now was it then that maybe this is jumping ahead a little
bit but I have been thinking a lot about that, the Tappan=

Dunbar-Cargill sort of relationship.

C:This I will bring up a little later because it, in the

evolution of my understanding the history this was quite late.
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Beacuse I didn't get this until quite late. Part of the
picture until later and began exploring with it a little bit.

The evolution of my thought about the history of the area wasn't

very logical from a chronological point of view but pieced

together out of dredged up memories of what I heard in the
family talk since my childhood experience on the old farm on
the Alna side of Sheepscot had consisted of my grandfather

and his older sister who was through three generations had
been part of the family background.

So up until that time most of your interests was from oral

or vocal talk rather than actually reading something written.
That's right. It was only gradually that my interests spread
beyond Shipyard Hill. And the fact that I had lost the last
relics of the old family pewter ina great fire where I had
taken it was a sort of tie with my homelife and it was
destroyed in this fire. But iﬂ:::>with facilities for a
better knowledge for the history of the community were

more readily available than they had been in childhood. And
the values that there were in perspective that I had learned
and the few things that were, I remembered &bout the old home,
led step by step to acquiring added information from historical
material which was available and the oral family recollections
of friends that still lived in the community whose

background was very much like my own.Along with this, as time
went on I learned about new provision, new interest in the
state which had resulted in the creation of the Commission
for the Historic Preservation and the plan that had developed

nationally, historic districts. This interest and the
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and tke development of whixch had come just prior to my return
to Sheepscot in 1958, the creation of the historic, of the
Lincoln County Cultural and Historical Association and my
developing relationship with that organization led to a plan
in which the association was very encouraging to me. I began
a more concerted and organized plan of research which though
never intensive from a scholarly point of view did result

in a sort of a continuity of the impressions and pieces and
the realization that much of historic interest was still extant|
in the village and the surrounding area That history

was put together to the best extent, to the best of my
ability. In the course of the

Well that is this right.[indicating printed matter]

The future of this brief history of the village and the
remains that there are in the way of houses and historic
sites is underconsideration for publishing. In the course
of the study I came onto some areas of some interest that

I hadn't been aware of before. Especially the question of
the relationship of two surveys that were made of the area
which the Rev Tappan's purchase of, in the early part of the
18th century and the plans made by a man named DAvid Dunbar
who had been sent into the area as the king's mast agent. He
was stimulated probably by his discovery of larger values

in the economic resources of the area, led him to make large

plans for developing the [clock chimes] the area. But

apparently it didn't go any farther than the platting out of
two areas already centers of population. Sheepscot was one

of them and Pemequid was the other. Through others who were

doing a research of the area of Dunbar's activities I obtained
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the facimilies of the platt which he had had surveyed for

Sheepscot. David Cargill was the surveyor according to these

maps and they are especially

M: Was that the map that you showed me the other day that is
available in Massachusetts archives.

C: No, you see that's 1815, 1816. That was a hand drawn map,
not a real survey. The part of the Sheepscot layout centered
around the village is a part of that material that was
presented to the historical, commission on Historical
Preservation. That's where you might have seen it, I'm sure.
It's, the interesting part of it one might say the puzzling

part is that this survey by Dunbar made by David Cargill

was by date very much the same time as Tappan, Toppin,was
having his survey made. The plat of which I have not so far
been able to find any record or copy of.

M: A rough date for that would be?

C: Rough date for that was the 1730's. The deeds that were the

source of the deeds to the cemetery down, now known as the

heepscot Cemetery, and the ministerial lot which he gave to

the people of Sheepscot, correction people of Newcastle,at
Sheepscot, is still under that title on the town maps.Are
dated 1737 which means that the survey was probably made at
about that time. The relationship between Dunbar's project
and Tappan's project is a matter of interest to me but I've
never been able to get to the sources to the extent that
would be needed to find out what it did represent in terms
of controversy or change. The plat, the layout of Sheepscot

as it now stands is not at the location of the old historic
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village, which was the first settlement of Sheepscot, whichr
was at the point of land soubh of the ppesent village. Dunbar's
design for a new Sheepscot centers around the Tidal Falls on
the Sheepscot River. The historic Sheepscot farms which was
destroyed by the Indians in the late 17th century was on the
point which ended about a mile south of the present village.
However the Dunbar platt shows no relationship to the

general layout of the present Sheepscot in spite of the fact
that they were made pretty near the same time.

M: What of David Cargill, wasn't he involved both with Dunbar
and Tappan?

C: Yes, he apparently was the surveyor of both surveys. His
signature appears on the platt that is filed in the archives
in Boston, since Maine belonged to. Massachusetts at that
time. But as I have said I have not been able to locate anything
relating to a formal manuscript of Tappans survey which was
made traditionally by Cargill himself._Cargill was an
interesting character who might be researched still farther

ﬂp#bxo good advantage, because he settled here, developed a
home in the center of Newcastle and eventually the family
uilt a large home, now completely destroyed, The interior

decorations of which, or the interior woodwork of which is

ﬂﬂﬁx}/ reported to have been bought by the Ford Museum at Dearborn

6W“Jb and installed in that great museum. The family at certain
points were upstandingly prominant in the community and

owned the mill according to some maps of the Mill Brook, so

called at the present time, on which there was a large

water power developed probably as early as 1630. Correction 1660.
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This history of this water power is another interesting subject
still to be researched adequately.The abutments of a later
dam are still to be seen. In a historical paper about 1870,
the abmtments of the dam as a historic relic are mentioned.
Therefore the height of the use of this water power must have
come earlier because the dam was already destroyed at the
time this paper was written. The details of these crude
realestate developments are still to be completely researched.
I might be getting off the track a little bit but I notice

in the bibliography of the ppper you wrote under the New
England Historical and Geneological Register, Oct 1963,
Belfast, is the paper of David Cargill and some of his
descendents. Well the question I have is as I do more

work on Sheepscot I wonder what relationship this area has
with the Rockland, Belfast, Camden area. I always just

wanted to ask if David Cargill had anything to do with that
area up there?

I have no knowledge that there was any connection. I'm not
the development of that bibliography has had some editing since
I completed my part of the paper and I didn't know that it
had been added to the bibliography. This is something that I
don't understand and I have no comment to make on it.

I think what it was, this Belfast is where the New England
Historical and Geneological was.

Yea, well I don't know about it as a reference. It wasn't

in my bibliography.

Oh! Well

It has something to do with the editing that the paper had had.
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C:This Lowell Sidelinger

M:

Cie

It's the next one up I think.
I don't know where this came from. I have no idea. Now we'll
have to get out, this is the edited copy. Let me get that

Commission material.
[tape off]

: Ok.

It's up.

Yea it's going now.

Members of the_Cargill family were long prominant in the
affairs of the area. And at one time owned the mill on Mill
Creek. There are no descendents of the family as far as is
known left in the community. The only evidence, the old
home has been destroyed but a large lot in the cemetery of
Sheepscot shows the extent of the family and the latest
burials are in the 1870s.

Is David Cargill buried here or?

Yes he's buried up there. David Cargill, I believe is buried

in that lot. It's maybe a subsequent David I don't know,

I'm not sure at the moment.

Oh I see. Now _Dunbar and Toppin never actually came to
Sheepscot, right?

Dunbar must have, was here two years.

Oh he was.

During, entering into a lot of business activity and political
as well which, to which he was not accreditated and came into
such disrepute and resistance on the part of the local

population that by force of public opinion he was withdrawn

<

29

and sent as deputy governor to New Hampshire colony. He was (& /2
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removed shortly after the date shown on the plat of his

survey of Sheepscot. Christopher Tappan never lived here I
feel quite sure because there's no evidence of it. One of

the recant developments in my understanding of the history

of Sheepscot is to find that he was a son of members of the
Batt family. There is certainly some connection between the
fact that the falls at Sheepscot were in the early days called
Batt falls and the interest which led him to choose the
Sheepscot area for the development of his farm settlement
project which was the base of his activities. Whether the
Batts were involved as the local agents or lived in the early
settlement and knew the area from this is still to be studied.
Such records as there may be found still will throw a good
deal of light on the connection between the early Sheepscot
of the 17th century and the later development which centered
around the falls at Sheepscot.

M: Now the King's highway development here developed with that
settlement around xk the falls, right? This is what you
would call the falls?

C:The term King's Highway was applied to the road which the 17th
century village laid out for itself, which ran directly north
and south through the, down the neck, that was called Town
Neck, which was the center of that early village. It doesn't
to what extent it was ever applied to the later village which
centered around the street presently known as King's Highway
is not clear. It was simply that street is an extension of
the road the length of the so-called town neck of the early

settlement. It may not have been used at the time the
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settlement was interested in the King of England. It

originated in the 17th century in connection with that
settlement now completely destroyed, except for the celler

holes which are the center of the source of much archeological
interest.

Now when Cargill and Dunbar came up Sheepscot who was developing
on the other side of Sheepscot on the Alna side. Was the Averill
family?

Let me check a minute with my thoughts. Job Averill apparently
came here, became interested in the area about the time the
highday of the Tappans survey in the 1730s, because there is

a letter recorded in the_Averill geneological book in which

Job writes to his brother, Israel, urging him to come up here

and help him with the development of the water power. He
indicates that much interests has developed about the use of
that water power and he urges him, Israel, to act promptly
about it. His offer being that he will himself provide the
capital for whatever development they devise if Israel will

take charge of it and plan what is needed.

: Now that was around Christopher Tappan's time.

This is the 1730s which was the time, about the time of
Tappan's survey. We don't know exactly when it is so more
or less until we can find some records of his platt of the
area. It's, we do know that the deed as I said, the deeds
to his, a gift of a deed to the people of Sheepscot farms
in support of a minister were dated 1737 . Also the deed
to a platt which had originally been the location of the

town fort for the early village was dated 1737 also. These

deeds, this deed to the hilltop where the fort has been
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was to the people of Sheepscot to be used as God's Acre for-
ever. This has been somewhat enlarged in the years since

and is still the center of interest though the cemetery is
practically full and surrounded by privately owned

property so that it can't be enlarged any further.

: Well I guess the question I was getting at was , was the Alna
side of Sheepscot developing right dalong with675 the Sheepscot
village.

I detoured myself. remembering the question. I think that

Job Averill was undoubtedly here at the time of the heighth

of the development or the opening of the land in the
Sheepscot area because of this letter he was already here.
But his purchase of a 1,000 acres from the Plymouth Company
did not come until later. Toward 1760. He had it surveyed or
used the Captain North survey so called, which had been made
by the Plymouth company, and sold lands on this area.
Apparently his purchase from the Plymouth Company ran from
about opposite the falls north to about where the old Alna
Meeting House stands and ran back approximately a mile

from the river at least at the upper part of it, I'm not sure
whereabout the part that's down closer to Sheepscot. Because
the Leighton property as you know it more recently, their deed,
is from the Plymouth Company directly so that that is, was

south of the Job Averill property, the land that was sold to

him.
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M: Job Averill is, the name Job's Mountain is from Job Averill.

C: Yes, he, that was in his land and quite early designation of
his.

M: Now Joe Leighton's photographs, we're moving up a bit to 1900,
on Job's Mountain was practically clear of lumber, was

C: Pamtureland

M: Pasturland

C: Yes

M: Any lumber that was on that, would that have been used for

ships masts or

Q

Well there is no way of knowing whether it was that good,
especially good that the masts had to be.

M: Do you think it was forested?

C: Oh undoubtedly back in the days when they first, when the
17th century village was in existance theye were undoubtedly
houses on that side of the river, opposite the town neck. There
are many very old celler holes nobody has ever studied them

Mﬂﬁhuﬁﬂas to dating them or anything of that sort. There are other
(‘*)pqﬂ archeological projects that could be of much interest. But
% undoubtedly the lumber was cut off at some point, perhaps
twice, nobody knows. Because so few records were kept. (::@D
The development of homes which presumably would have been
farm homes on that side would have been by the river are
one of the things that one speculates about because that
hillside is quite steep and with much outcropping of ledge.
Beautiful in itself but not conceivable as good farmland.
Over the ridge on the west slope there is land that ﬁa:

was
undoubtedly open . Few farms down in between there
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is still some open land, hayland. Other than recent you know,
active and
Job Averill was here in the 1730s, he was interested, we

don't know much about and I think the deed is clear as to
when he bought this property and did in a small way what
Tappan did in the east side of the river in what was by
that time called Newcastle. He was around but it was under
seperate jusisdiction and even after he bought it there's
no question that the Plymouth Company had a real impact

up as far as the Sheepscot River, even though the'alnd may
have been bought from Job Averill in the first palce. I

his part in this development, his relationship with the
Tappan interest, the Woodbridges with the Tappan interests,
isn't clear and would be of interest in mmking clear how
business men related themselves to one another, conflicting
interests as of that time. I don't suppose we'll ever know
too much about it but no telling what will turn up about the
whole business. It'ss , Averill lived on the slope of the
upper end of what is known as Job's Mountadn on what is
presently Pinkham's property. On early maps it is shown as
the garrison house, if it was actually a garrison house it
was undoubtedly built before Job Averill]l was active in the
area because the Indian menace wasn't as real as it was
earlier. There may have been even in the days of the early

17th century there may have been farming attempted in the

area but nobody knows . The pictures from the Leighton

collection of the mountain which are the thing that I remember

from my childhood here. Our evidence of the cutting off of
the property I remember one of his pictures

[END OF SIDE ONE] (747
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[begin side two of tape 1150.2]

This is side two of the interview with Charlotte Donnell on
January 11, 1978. The tape ran out on the first side. My name

is Mike Chaney.

Fourth of July celebration and

This fourth of July celebration was a group of Alna families
and we choose to met in a new area for picnics, which was
on top of Job's Mountain, the old road goes up over the end
of the mountain and on down towards Wiscasset.

I think I know the picture you're speaking of.

It's a, the o0ld road was fairly visable though there was,
that's it, both of them I think.

Ok that's archives photo 691.2

These two pictures, .l and .2 are the same group. This

was taken of a little nonsense orchestra that was gotten
together for our group diversion , with the boys playing
some made-up instruments. The bass viol was an old bashed
up wash boiler with some bailing wire for strings which

Lawrence Averill was playing. Parker Chaney was running the

sheet music through an old fashioned wringer and so on.
Phillip Donnell was playing his cornet to make some semblence
of the tune and at the left a few of the women folks were
playing tunes on combs. .2 was the group as a whole that
showed the orchestra in less detail.

Moving from the left hand side of the picture who was the

fellow blowing the horn there?

That's Frank Houdlette. of Alna village.
How about the fellow next to him with the washtub?
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That's Lawrence Averill playing the washtub, see he had a big

file, wood rasp, which he used as a bow. Let's see I have

to look at it. Next is Phillip Donnell palying his cornet.I

think that the next one is Mrs. Houdlette but I can't. Down

in front is somebody's dog. The next one beyond, lets see,

beyomd what I think is Mrs Houdlette, is Hattie Houdlette

who was from West Alna. The next one is Charlotte Donnell.

Next to her is Ruth Smith, a friend who is a guest visiting

the Donnell home.
The one in the white hat.

Yes. Then the next one, with the beret, is Parker Chaney.

And the next one is Mrs Donnell. The row back of this group

is Augustus Averill, Lawrence's father.

The fellow with the vest and the black hat.
Yes, then the next is HArry Flye. The next ones are unidentified

except the face at the rear between two others is Hemry Sargent

of Sheepscot.

He's in the background. What about the fellow next to him with
the black hat.

He's familiar but I ean't place his name. I think he came

from West Alna.

What about the fellow with the goatee in this one and the hat?
Any idea?

I can't place him, I remember him as part of the village but

I think it's Albion Averill, lived on the West Alna Road. And
who that man here, all I remember is that that beard

The tallest fellow with the

The tallest fellow in the picture, a very red beard, but I
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can't place him. This is Mrs Harry Flye and this is

Directly in front of him

Yes Mrs Harry Flye. And then next to him is Mrs Augustus

Averill- Ester, Lawrence's mother. The rest of the group,
the man next to the tree I ean't place and I acn't name.

Next to him in the back row is Edwin Donnell. This one I

should know but I can't tell you. This is Celia McCobb,

Next to her
Next to her is
This is moving from left to right in the back row.

I can't palce that one either. This is Allie Averill.

Allie Averill, let's see, he's got his knee up on somehody

elses knee.

He's got it up on a stone or rock or something.

Oh yes, they're sitting on a stone wall.

Yes

What about these three fellows?

This is, who is that man, looks perfectly familiar. This is
er, we better go in the same direction. I think this was a

Mrs Baker but I'm not sure from West Alna. This is Natalie

West, the daughter of Nat West who lived in the house where
the Pinkhams live now. This was_Ed_Leighton, the father of

Joe Leighton that took the pictures.

Ok this is sort of in a middle row.

Yes this is a middle row. Inamed_Edwin Donnell as he's the

back you see.

Ok but there's three fellows

This is Ed Leighton and theis is Will Averill.
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M: Will Averill, the man in the middle.

C: Yes. But this, the last man here I can't name. Again familiar
but

M: But the first of the three fellows in the right side of the
picture

C: Is the father of _Joe Leighton.

M: Is Joe Leighton's father.

C: His mother is in here somewhere. Here's his mother right back
here in the first of this next line.

M: That's her with half her face. Now next to her would that
be Marion Lowell, my grandmother.

C: No I don't think that she was in the family at that time.

M: Now was she in that picture though.

C: No. Parker wasn't married at the time that this was taken.
You see they were married after I went away to school
which was 1908.

M: Who was that person right there@ do you know? I thought
it might have been
time. See they lived in what they always described as out
back of Wiscasset, in what is Lowelltown. And it was, how
your grandfather came to know her I don't know. It was when
I went off to , when I was away at school, I think probably
the first year that I was away, it was 1908 or 09 that mother

wrote me that Parker was married to a Marion Lowell. She was

very young she said but she seemed like a nice girl or
something of that sort. She was much younger than your
grandfather.

M: Yes I think she was 16 when they were married, I'm not sure. (Q?\
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how ol8 he was when
I always thought, what's left in my mind is that your grandfather
was ten years older than I. So when I was 16 when I went off to

Northfield, but I think of your grandmo- of Marion Lowell when

I came to know her as being younger than I , so she couldn't
have been more than perhaps a year younger, something like
that. How old was she when she died?

I; really not sure, she died in 1975.

About that time.

It was the winter of 1975. No the winter of 76, 75-76 when
she died and I'm not sure how old she was.

It was, whether it was because I had been away or something,
she seems younger though. Fact is I know them, don't seem to
indicate, because I was 16 it may have been that it was later
and my being away from home then that first year that I was at
Northfield. To go on with the list, this is_Lucy Averill, Harold
Averill's mother.

She is right in front of Mr. Donnell X£fk ¥£ left arm.

Yes and this is Maggie Averill, Willie Averill's wife

Yes, next to her.

Let's see the little folks are so far from clear that I don't
think that I can identify them. No I can't. See they were all
Alna people. It couldn't have been any of the Chases. This one

I don't know why the Leighton children weren't here since their fatl
and mother were.

Now, like this picnic, Joe Leighton took the picture of it?

Yes

Now was, was everybody in that photograph friendly with him or

would he just sort of keep to himself?
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C: Oh they were, there was no seperation, it was just that he
didn't, he wasn't,always kind of thought of as a loner. He had
no friends particularly about. People wouldn't resist him.

[clock chimes] 273 He was entierly acceptable to people but he

choose to live down in a rather delapidated old house on his

family's place, Charles Leighton house which was one of the very old

houses. Charles Leighton was one of the shipbuilders of
Sheepscot in the early 19th century.

M: That was up on Job's Mountain right?

C: Yes. It was on the opposite side of the old read to Wiscasset
from the Leighton place where that had been built by Joseph
Leighton, the father of this Edward Leighton.

M: Well I was talking to Ted and Marsha Marcia Ross last night and the
remember him, well he and his wife, in the summertime would pile int
his truck and follow the Maine fair circuit, in the summertime.

C: Yes that was, he always took photographs, I mean portraits, he
made these little inexpensive portraits. In the collection down

. there there is a whole stack of unidentified entirely, but

Mpﬂlypical of the sort of thing he
Wﬂ M: Now was that,_Ted mentioned that he sold trinkets and spinners
gﬁﬁ and you know, he had a weighing machine, weight and fate type
?b . of thing.

C: Yes, he put in these, later, these mechanical dispensers of
gum and I don't know whether cigarettes were popular enough at that
time, but it was, you know, put a nickle in the slot

M: But did, was that his sole source of income?

His photography and his trinket

C: Yes and whatever he made with these dispensing machines.
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M: Yes because I'm amazed at how he could over a period of say
1900 to the 1940s anyway, how he could keep up his interest in
photography and how he could take and develop such a massive
amount of plates and have the money to do it. Like those plates
must have cost

C: Well I haven't any comment to make, it is suprising, just as it
was suprising how so many of the families lived at that time when
you didn't see how in the world with the amount of farming that they
did, how they supported themselves. It was a day of very modest
living and it, the houses were, especially later that his time,
Sheepscot was a sad, shabby little area and it was with the coming
of the automobiles that people began to perk up because people
could get to places. I don't think that_Joe would ever have
taken a regular job, would have ever been willing to, to regulate
himself, even members of the family have commented that Joe
they didn't know much about what Joe was doing, . He just lived
by himself, ate his meals with the family I think. But perhaps
that accounted for his being able to support himself but he must
have been earning something. He got married and took on responsibili

M: When did he get married ?

C: I don't know.

M: He didn't ahve any children right.

C: No. It, he just went about his business as I knew him. He didn't
do anything but take pictures. If anybody wanted those pictures
of the mills that there are so many of I think that much , probably
much of what he took pictures of, many of the things, the group

requested it. there are pictures of an elderly man holding

proudly to the head of a favorite horse. Ox a cow. They must have(é
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C: been something that someone ascerkexnzd asked him to take
and paid him for a few copies of it.But it does seem like a precariot
source of income because many of the things there wouldn't have
been a particular source. Now everybody bought pictures of these,
all the people that were involved, I mean a lot of families
have them and things like that but.

M: That pmcture there 691.2 has been published, received, that's
probably the most popular picture

C: I expect it is. And under many circumstances they, there were
very few occasions where they really explained what these pictures,
now this one for instance of the band it doesn't make any
particular point. Just to remember how hilarious, it was the
only hilarious picnic that I even went to [laughes] Parker
with his little black beret on grinding sheet music through

that [still laughing] old wringer. Well it was just a lot of

fun. This was my mother here

M: What year was that?

C: On this end. It was very typical of her but it doesn't show
what she looks like really.

M: 691.1, the lady to the fartherest to the left.

CE Yea on the left.
M: What year was that? picnic July 4th.

C: Let me see if I can, this is my friend Ruth and there's Hattie

M: You moving from left to right?

Q

Well no I'm, don't know who this is. This is Ruth Smith and this

is I.

M: Which one would that be?



C: This one with the little white cap on, there's no point in
identifying them, this is Parker, this is

M: He's in the back group right?

C: Yes. Let's see if I can

M: He's the left-most gentleman?

C: This is

M: With the white shirt on

C: With the white shirt on. The reason I brought up this picnic
was the relics of big woods. Where we were was open as you see.
It was on a roadway and I remember climbing up on the top of
this wall against which this picture was taken and I could see
the Camden, not the Camden Hills, the China Hills off over the
top. Now it was open enough to see clearly from the vantage point
at the top of that stone wall the China Hills off to the north,
thirty miles to the north. And I remember childlike saying "
someday I'm going to see that" It certainly is pretty up there.
I did. On a trip before we moved back here. But it, there were
relics of big woods, these were along the stone walls but there

was an area up there that was big woods, just solid woods, was

not cleared off.
GUVNde/‘WNOW what year would that have been?

Quﬂbg Let me think, I can date it by the fact that Ruth Smith was

Qﬁy\v1s1t1ng us. It was the summer of 1909, just exact. Because I

went to Northfield in the winter of '08 and roomed with her
that year and it was the next summer that she came home with me.
And stayed for two or three weeks.

M: Where was Northfield?

C: Northfield is out in Massachusetts on the Connecticut River
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where it runs down, you know, between Vermont and New Hampshire.
And it's right in Massachusetts, but its just barely. It's
right where it runs out from between New Hapmshire , Northfield-the
campus of the girls school where I went, well it isn't more than a
mile from the New Hampshire line; and the boys school Mt. Herman
is across the river a little farther down. Its about four or five
miles from the girls school. The two merged now and considered
just Northfdeld Mt Herman School. About a thousand students in
the two institutions, they collaborate back and forth, the big
classes that everybody has to take and so on they have them on both
campuses. The other, the smaller courses that attract a smaller
number of people are, instead of offering them the same thing on
both campuses they offer them on one or the other and bus the
students, the opposite students back and forth. There are some
boys that live on the Northfield campus now and some of the girls
over on Mt Herman side. So that it, they try to give it a
semblence of a, is an excellent school and tkexcxcx really
outstanding, considered a excellent school when I was there. I
know I, it was so good that I had a hard time after what the
academy was in those days. It, I didn't, the latin composition
I near failed or failed, I can't remember which. I remember
~another one of the instruments there was a wash board which was

ﬂﬂ”ﬁfﬂj upposed to be a zither. One of the boys had a washboard , which
‘ Wdﬂﬂﬁjbw one was Frank McCobb and which one is the Whimpet boy I don't
/ﬂvﬂ . ﬂﬂp remember. This one you see has made a cornet out of one of the

$2§ﬁi?P 0ld candle molds with a funnel stuck in the front of it to

>

2 =

indicate the bell, Oh we had lots of fun out of that. That was

—

%

the summer of, July 4th, 1909. You can get an exact date on it.(QQQa
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M: This is kind of a funny question byt I've gotten the idea

from other people but was Joe Leighton a drinking man?

C: No.

M: He wasn't. He wasn't at all. He just had

C: Not that I, I never heard anybody ever refer to him as
drinking at all.

M: Yea but some people say that sometimes he had a kind streak
in him , you know, real friendly, and then most of the time he
was, you know, if you teased him or you said something wrong
to him then he was liable to really loose his temper.

C: Yes well that I, fits into what I saw and knew and heard.

A rather odd person.

M: Because when Ted Ross spoke of, well he remembers him from a boy

hood experience when Ted was a small boy and he and, Ted Ross and
his father and his uncle were sawing wood out of the Ross land
which they had, the only access they had to it was the road across

the Joe Leighton property. He owned what is now the Joyce

Humason house.

C: Oh I didn't know he ever owned that property up there.

M: Yea he did later in his life. But they always hauled wood off
of this, across his land for years and one day they were coming

out with the horses and a load of wood and Joe met them and told

them never to haul wood across there again. He was very ugly and ver
Ted remembers always being sort of scared of him after that.
C: He was a strange person he married a girl that was strange,

Gertie , Gertie Blagdon. Apparently they led a comfortable life toge
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C: I m-eaan as far as there were never any stories of them
quarreling or anything of that sort. Rhmyxy If they fitted why
that was fine. It, people used to say it took two queer
people to get along and that was that, he must have been
about 16 years old when a man named , goodness sake I can't think
what his name was. Nadeau, N-a-d-e-a-u, will his family lived here
in Sheepscot and Mr Nadeau apparently had something to do
with photography because I've seen pictures that were matted, not
matted but mounted, that had the Nadeau name printed in the
bottom. They used to do that and I remember him, them mostly
as all being musical and they used to play at the community
affairs and so on. They lived in the upstairs part of Mr F.L.

Carney's, what had been Mr. F.L. Carney's store, which is now

burned of course. But they lived here a short time and in the
course of that contact he interested Joe in photography . Now
whether he say in him a person who might be kind of adrift
and might be interested I don't know what the background of
it was because Joe was on his own. The Nadeaus left here shortly
afterwérds and it wasn't until I was back here and learning
more about who was who and picking up more about pprsons and
personalities that I realized there was any connection between
Nadeau and . My father was, tried to interest himself in Joe
as a point of view of photography as he was taking pictures of
this and that and the other thing and printing on a type of
paper that faded. they were

M: Joe was using

C: Yes it was faded, a lot of his pictures faded very shortly

and father tried to talk with him about whether there wasn't some
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C: other kind of paper that would do better and he really
more profitable because people were really more likely to
buy his pictures because they had a reputation of fading
out pretty badly. He was, Joe's only response was that this
was the way he wanted to do it, you know, just rejected any,
even father's interest as anything valid. He was apparently
in one of these moods when he didn't want to relate himself
to. Course father belonged to the community and grew up with his
father and there wasn't anything strange about but talking
to Edward now but this was, he never, some of his later
pictures were printed on better paper.in the file down there there
are so many of those group pictures that were taken of the, and the
style, they aren't dated , any of them, or labeled, just
various things, perhaps most of them were of Wiscasset high
school or grade school. But the styles of dresses I can identify
and date fairly well as to what, and they were definately later,
much later in his work. So he did pick it up somewhere but the
attitude was , they were much later than father would have,
been this conversation. He never saw very much of him, as I
remember it he, well there wasn't any Grange until the later
part of our living here. The Gra nge hall was built about 1915 I
believe. And we left here in 'l6, father had died, mother sold
the house to Joseph Kennedy. So that the later part of his
career I knew nothing of, it was only after I =mame back here
that I leerned that he practically ggve up the photography
business and spent his time circulating with these dispensing
machines, which were a new wrinkle at that time. He must have
done well with that business becamse he bought land, see he

owned the Humason place and he also owned the place where he



o

Y121t T 450408

C: and Gertie lived520. Somewhere in West Alna, I think, where that
house was. I'm not sure.

M: They lived for a time in Wiscasset on Hooper Street. I've been
told.

C: It may be kkgak that it was down there. I've gotten it in my
head somewheres that they lived up in West Alna but probably
some. Is the Humason place out there or is it the one that's up
on 218?

M: No this is the one that's on that crossroad. It's about half way
out to West Alna. Gertie Leighton sold that place to the Humason
family.

C: Oh I see.

M: And er

C: So that's where I got the West Alna idea. They lived in
Wiscasset evidently at the later part of his life.

M: Yea I think so. Now Mrs Humason told me of that Mr Fried.

He bought the, well all of Joe's camera equipment, the plates
that the association now has.

C: That wasn't all of the, apparently people have from time to time
have gotten hold of some of Joe's plates. Because every once in
a while a picture turns up that I've never seen in all my work
with the collection that came from Mr Fried. It er, what accounts
for the plates not being there I don't know because he seems to have
collected the, seem to have collected his plates.

M: I'm fairly certain that some plates were left behind at his house
because I've talked to a feldow that worked in the Wiscasset
house that Leighton lived in and there were plates left behind

there also.
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C: Is that so. Even after Mr Fried took the bulk of it?

M: Well there's a number of different houses. There's the house
in Wiscasset and the Humason house. And evidently not all of
them were taken, I'm not sure but I know there are extra, I know
there are other plates around. How they

C: I would think there would still exist, or is it pictures that
don't ahve plates in our collection?

M: Well I'm not really sure. That I don't know.

C: I wrote Mr Fried and asked him and I said that it was understood
from some correspondence or conversation with the Historical
Society people, that you had retained some of the collection
for your own files and I was writing him not to restore them to
the collection necessarily but to find out what they were about
so thet we would hhve a more complete picture of the things that
Joe covered. in his photography. And he wrote back and said
they were, the ones that I kept were mostly these pictures that had
to do with entertainment and I couldn't tell from the way that
he put it whether they were theones that, of which there are
interesting little group of pictures of Fourth of July parades,
nonsense fleats and funny little characters. You see here in
Sheepscot there was a, for a good many years, they had something

.§} é that they called the parade of the Ancient and Horribles, which

@ was a takeoff of the famous Boston Ancient and Honorable Artillery
Parade that centers around Faneuil Hall which was the headquarters
of the Ancient and Homorable Artillery. It, there are a few of
those pictures which I'm sure are associated with these doings
and they are at Sheepscot because in several of them there is a

background of identifyable Carney's Store and the other store there
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C: the background stuff that I can recognize. It's a part of the thing
that could have a particular lot of value because it was a
community thing in itself. In a kind of way that I know no other
epbsode of emcept this little incidental picnic which, and the

idea of what was called a kitchen band was my friend Ruth Smith

who was visiting me. She said, why don't we get up something for
fun? And the Donnells were, we may have been reasonably bright but
we're not inventive as to entertainment. Being a very serious minded
family and the suggestion of it would be I think would be

Parker and perhaps Lawrence worked the thing out and

drew these other people into it and we girls practiced up on
combs, mother included. I never played a tune on a comb before in
my life, which was of course my loss. We were awfully serious minded
M: Now this Ancient and Horribles Parade type thing, did it happen
many years? Or was it
C: I don't know. I don't know. I just, when, when we came back, the
two times I have no memory except of two times coming back to
visit at the farm when we lived over in New Hampshire which was
two year. It, one of them was my seventh birthday. I'm not
sure that I have a clear recollection of there being two. I know
I was here on my seventh birthday, visiting at grandpa's and
gﬁwgoing up to Aunt Imrxr Jennie White, father's sister up on the
9#”4&/ Dyer's Neck where the Humphries live now, and at a Woodbridge

W

\ ) reunion up at there, that summer. Great big, oh 120 people or
S&§p something, that were Woodbridge descendents or kin, and there

were two pictures taken of the second generation Woodbridge
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C: cousins, they would hhve been first cousins. There were 10 or 12

men in one picture and about the same number of women in the other.
I think they were taken about, not the one that I attended because
the costumes were of an earlier period. I somewhere I've dropped
them off which is too bad. Twas that lapse of long being away

and perhaps accident that they were lest, or I may have in my
persistant packing up and moving somewhere else, I got tired

of handling them, thinking that they wouldn't be of any use to
anybody. I've wondered if somebo, somewhere areund among the
photographers that have bought out old photographers, he bought
out an old photographer, they might might have dug around. The

plates for, they were very much bewhiskered. Florence White

was sitting on the ground in front of the old ladies, the cousins.
I think there were several of the younger generation, Florence
was apparently about 12 so thgt must have been, oh she was born
in 1880 I believe, and so she;;as probably in the early '90s

that this was taken. Little Sunie, Sunie Clifford, it was Sunie

Chase Clifford, cutest little baby sitting there on Florence's
lap. Florence was a pretty child. Just by itself it was a cute
little picture. Those Woodbridge reunions are all gone now. The
Tranks, the Fonsbys, and the Hodgens are all, married into the
Woodbridge family. There were, Aunt Jennie was largely the
instigator of it and one of the, the only thing that I have in

print of the Woodbridges was a history of the Woodbridge family

that she read at one of these reunions and then had printed and I
have a copy from it. Had a typescript made of it to give to the
younger generations of my brother's family. It isn't very

adequate
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Contains, I suppose it is absorbed in my mind as part of family
tradition because that was all that we had at the time. Later

I'm sure because this had some more research done because this

is a, that extensive history back of the Woodbridges that came
NEMEMNME to Sheepscot that I've shown you. I , Runlette Palmer
who is also a descendent of the Woodbridges, he would be a,
probably a fourth cousin, of , well his father was a fourth cousin,
I don't know, is back farther than most of the Woodbridge
connection here, where the Rundlette came in I don't, he's
developed quite a chart of his family and he came to me to see
whether I had any information about one of the connecting

things and I gave him the, this printed material that I have
inhereted from my aunt and he had copied made. So I have two
copies as well as the original. It's , has some valuable stuff in
it. I don't know where, I thought I showed that to you.

I've seen the geneology.

Oh yes but you hadn't seen what?

Well this typescript.

Oh no, I haven't shown you that because , I can

Well that's alright

That's alright, you can get it for me. On this end of those shelve
out there by the back window, there are two briefcases, it's the
dark one of the two that's kind of ragged around the top.

Ok. [goes to get case] Qiiia

Thank you very much, course this is, get people to run errands

for me is an acquired habit I
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i you wouldn't be interested in. I did the same thing.
I copied what I had of the three families that are important to

us, the Donnells and the Woodbridges . You aan take those along

with you, khmxmx they're not sacroscant like Cushman. I hhd
probably the young folks have lost track of them but.

M: Would you mind if I made a copy of this or

C: No there's nothing there that isn't in the other, well I think,
no you can make a copy of it, you're welcolm.

M: That way I'd have it.

C: The one about the Woodbridges is the one that was printed, let's
see if I,

M: That's the annual reunion, Newcastle, August 18,1899, 1889.

C: Oh as long ago as that. Oh there's alot of reference materials,
in libraries that I, beginnings of things that I

M: Well the way things are turning out I think well by the end of
this grant I'll get myself into a darn good exhibit of Leighton's
work and kzk then have a way into a history of Sheepscot.

C: Well, now, is that running?

M: Yes.

M: Ok

C: Its relation to collection. This is simply my comment about it
and introduce my critical comment with the recognition that
there's a great deal of value in the collection as it stands
that has not beeng utilized by the association. Not for lack of
interest but lack of organizing and planning for usage that might
be made of it. But I er, should recognize, must, do recognize

that, or I should say, it in my opinion. The value of Lhe collectic
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C: is not as great as it would be if Joe had been a person of
larger imagination and interest. There is no indication that he
was interested in telling a story about either the lumber industry
which constitutes the largest part of the plates, a type of
lumbering which was er er quite limited as to period er the er
portable mills represent amxaxma really a small section, ended
of course with the development of motor power for hauling logs
and er the er er kind of lumber er in more satisfactory locations
then out in the woods where er the er power, the development
of steam power was, was really menacing er to er the er woods
and so on. His er, there are only a few that er of the pictures
that er seem to have er intended to tell stories that happened.
Some like the one of the driving his oxen into the river for
to get their drinking water instead of carrying water to them.
And a few others in which people are doing something that
related either to that industry or to the rest but they're
nevertheless are real values in , that can be obtained from them if
a concerted effort is made to tie them together out of the knowledge
that there is of the houses. You see the houses are often
taken, the pictures are taken of, with the houses in the kazkgxzurg
the season when there are no leaves on the trees. So they're
ugly compared to what they would be as they were lived in in
the sense of the thing that makes the area so lovable andpersonal.

M: What you're saying is that there is no real talent of Leighton's

or no real purpose of Leighton, it's just the fact that he was
there. (711
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C: This was the way he made his living.He was devoted to his

to his camera, he did n't want to do anything else. But it
seems to have been a, no particular imagination going into it.
People are set, often groups are organized just in stiff rows
with er, and you wish that, er that he had been able to see
the value in catching them doing théngs that represented the
value, now there's one of haying over on the Chase place on the
lower end of Dyer's Neck, where the Chases live for so long.

M: Just a quick [shuffles through photos]

C: This is a picture of haying

M: Well I have another picture of the barn and it shows this
threshing machine but would these 646.1 and 646.2

C: Let me look, my eyes don't work unless I

M: Is that possibly the Chase family

C: I think that possibly that is the Chase family but it isn't
the one I was thinking of. That one had the house in the background.
But this looks like the countours, yes I think that this is on the
Chase place but I wouldn't identify the people. This business of
of one horse hay rakes- hay racks I mean came quite late you see.

wdp M: And this was on Dyer Neck you mean.
K C: I think probably the one of the hay racks loading hay is on
Qb%? Dyers Neck. This one I can't identify at all.
M: Ok now 646.1 was on Dyer Neck

C: This, the other one, that threshing mmchine , I thought that

was a hay r but somebody tells me that it was a threshing

machine .



- 121 7 4455146

M: Yes I think it is also, that's what I've been told.

C: Now this isn't the Chase place. This is not the same. I thought
perhaps it was.

M: Ok But the upper photo is right. | S

C: This could well be. But there is another one.

M: Yes so I'll bring it next time.

C: It's so like these, hay racks and the single horse. Mean a later
period, you see.

M: Ok ok

C: In my time as I remember haying and helping with haying I don't
think anybody would ahve thought of hauling in hay with one horse.
simply because it would ahve to be small loads and so on. People,
many farmers were still using oxen when I came to the farm at
the age of 12 in 1904. Oh dear, I didn't mean to get er.

M: I have to shut my tape off because I'm almost out of tape.

C: Well that's alright we can stop anywhere.

M: This is the end of the January 11, 1978 interview with

and my name is Mike Chaney

o




