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Arthur Roberts

BIDDEFORD — Arthur L.
Roberts, 88, of York Manor, died
Friday at Southridge Living Center.

He was born in Lyman on April
23, 1913, a son of Arthur L. Sr. and
Winnifred Emerson Roberts, was
educated in schools there, graduat-
ed from Hebron Academy and
attended the University of Maine.

On Sept. 7, 1940, he married
Lorraine Lombard. She died in
1975.

Mr. Roberts was a member of
the Masonic Arion Lodge in
Goodwins Mills and enjoyed hunt-
ing and fishing.

- Survivors include one son, Bart
of Casco; one daughter, Bonnie of
Portland; two grandchildren and
several nieces and nephews.
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ORAL HISTORY 12242305
Maine's 1947 Forest Fires

An interview with Argggx;ﬂggzg%% Saco, Mai
%“t’a o dlveas \ang— G o ) S&A)

nterviewer: Joyce Butler gr\ruw MEL 8 T . O N

Dete: July 28, 1977 gﬁ%ﬂsgﬁgggngLNggFgﬁgﬁﬁxON
WORD,

A.R.: I hope you'll ask the questions.

Int.: Yes. We'll just talk,.. Now you in 1547 lived in Lyman.

A.R.: Yes. I was born and brought up there. The set of buildings
right across from Spang's sawmill...that used to be mine.

Int.: Did you own the mill also?

A.R,: Yes, but I had sold it Jjuet six months before the fire came
through. The Gillies Lumber Co., from Bath, Maine, bought it,
It had between 8 and %T)ooo feet of stuck (?—er—struck) lumber
in the yerd which burned within an hour,

Int,: It did burn?

A.R.: It did burn. Mill and all.

Int.: Your home did not burn?

A.R.: No, I stuck it out and managed to save it, Eight of us
there, spred around. I had 4 down behind the house below
me,..it was even larger than my house and myself and 3 others
between the Alfred Rd., (Rt.1l1ll) and the back of the house.

Int,: You had a family?

AR.: Yes, I had a wife and 2 children and I'd sent them away.

Int.: Where had you sent them?

A.R.3 Up/io:::g f???.a and it was probably the worat thing I
could have done, but I didn't know where to send them, Qs i

Int,: What kind of warning did you have? I believe the Lyman K?Smévm
fire was on the end of the week. Kennebunkport had gone ® “jt&

and Bar Harbor hed gone and Brownfield and so forth, ) !
A 2o b0 E AT T e 252%:23“4¥d
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AR.: It was late Thursday afternoon and night that it hit Lyman.

Int.: So it was the 23rd. And you were aware that there was fire
around.

A.R,t I was a member of the volunteer fire department and I'd been
going to these spot fires all week long. Wednesday we'd had
a couple of small fires up the end »f the town near the Water-
boro line, and we had to keep a crew there with a tank truck
end 6 or 8 men, it kept firing up, beating it down, until
eabout the middle of Thursday afternoon, after which we had
to be watching the smoke from the Waterboro fire and we
could see that there was a wind springing up and that the
smoke going along was really driving the fire fast ahead of
it. From that point on we were really busy. 1 was acting
as sort of a liason between the fire chief of the department
of Goodwin's Mills and the couple of crews we had out in the
field. And I reported back to Mr, Burbank, who was our fire
chief, and he asked me ic go to Waterboro and check the time
vhen it came across the railroad track up there and call him
by phone. VWhen I timed it across the track zaﬁgnthﬁg to
the nearest house to get a phone the telephone lines were
practically
-neariy-impossitle...everybody was making calls and that killed
it. So I had to go clear back to Goodwin's Mills and report
to him., At the time I said, "Ray, you'd better let me go up
and get our team of men out from near the Aaron Andrews f
which was up back of Roberts Pond." He said, "Does it louk
that bad?" And I said, "Yes, it does." So I went up there
and told em to roll up their equipment and get out as fast 7/
as they could. By that time the air seemed to be full ofc%“"*4”“:251¥>
ashes, cinders, dense smoke, and I pulled out Jjust ahead of

bt - P s
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the fire truck., There wes a tenk truck bshind the small
pumper, as we called it, and the truck hauling the water
tank was nearly cut off. They hed to come through flames

to get out of there, Fortunately they made it and back at
Goodwin's Mills I told the chief, I asaid, "Ray, I'm sorry,
but I'm going to have to go home. It looks that htad." He
said, "Do you mean it?" I said, "I sure do." 8o he let

me go home and ,..tracing down a falae alamrm,..somebody
thought they saw someone setting a fire...wasted 20 minutes,
went back tc my house, told my wife it didn't look good

end to be ready to move., So I (word not clear) to my
cottage at Kennebunk Pond, about 2 miles away, trying to
make up my mind whether to spend a few minutes picking things
out, and I decided I'd better get out of there fast, Went
back by my sister's house who lived at the cormer of the
Kennebunk Pond Rd., so=-called, and the Peach Orchard Rd.

I said, "Eleanor, get yvour gang out of here fast." She had
two children there, four others scattered around. She and
her husband were there. I drove back to my house. Told my
vife, "Grab some clothes, whatever you think you need, your
voluables, and get in the car, and I'm going to send you

to Alfred,” So about 10 minutes after I'd thrown some

tools sand whiatever 1 could think of in my own car that I

was using, she came out, she said she was ready, she sald
all she could think of was an old sweater andher pinking shears.
(Laughter) We've laughed about that so often., Of course she
didn't want to go off without me, but 1 seid, "Hon, I think
it's the only thing to do." I said, "I want you to go to

Bavdius' s e — Hessedao b Band Aol
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Alfred to my aunt's house. If they try to evacuate the
village up there go to Wells Corner and stay there until you
hear from me." She went up through (Rt. 111) dodgkng cows,
horses, pigs...everything else, finally got to Alfred,

Int,: She went up 1l1.

A.R,: 111. The fire Jjust about 5 minutos after she left crossed
the road down between Rt. 35. /.my home...down by what we
call the Jackson Schoolhouse corner, and that really worried
me, but I figured, "VWell, she'll get through.” And probably
10«15 minutes after that my sister and her husband camd down
from their house at Kennebunk Pond, also my hired man with
his son came walking along. They lived about halfway to
Xennebunk Pond. And I said, "Claudd { or Clvde...check this
further on), do you want to saagy" He said, "I wouldn't be
happy going anywhere and lsaving you here." So I thanked
him very much and 3 or 3 other fellows showed up...'We're
with you Mr., Roberts, We'll help you all we can. What

scatterad

can we do?" 3o we gashewed ourselves around. I went up to

my little office at the corner opposite the store, went in

there, threw some maps and deeds into an old safe, locked

the door, ran out, and if I had only thought and taken the

wooden steps eway from that set of buildings...from the under

pimning of the building, I think that office building would

s8till be there. But I Just didn't think, Beat it back down

to the house, and all I could think of was, "My God, I've got

a box of dynsmite up on that top scaffold up in the So
I spent enother 10 minutes getting that down and over to the

brook, burying it in the brook, and I never thought of the

caps which were the most dangerous things. //x¢49 P
MLM%&
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Int.: Where were they?

A.R.1 They ware right in the barn, along with a lot of rifle
spmounition, & shotgun and all sporting goods stuff like that.
Well, snyway, when I got back, we looked acrost the field
toward the Northesst and it was really roering, coming,

Int/: I'm not good on directions. Northeast...which way would
that be?

A.R,: Northeast would be right about here (drawing diagram)

Int.: Okay, back toward 111 and 35,

A.R.: No, it was about quartering between., So it was really...
We'd filled up what tubs we had with water, or pails,...

Int,: Vhat did you see when you looked back therw? Flames? Or
smoke?

A.R,: We couldn't see flames., We could see a red glow. A red
glovw...that was about all., And as it got closer there was
80 much smoke we couldn't even see that, But when it got...
if you recall, right across from my house there's a big
field, about 50-100 yrds. in the woods before it got out to
111, the wind, instead of bringing it right straight there,
we coculd see the wind swinging that around and it went Jjust
about 60 feet Ly the corner of my house, lsnded...and the
whole business ilanded right on the store, the little building
here, and the board yard.

Int.: Which had how many feet of lumber?

A.R.t Around 900,000 feet of stuck lumber.

Int.: When they say stuck lumber what do they mean? Lumber
that's been cut into boards?

A.R,: Lumber that's been sawed into boards and piled for air drying.
Int.: Was there anyone at the yard at that point? The owner, was
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he there?

A.-R.: Oh no. He was busy at other pleces, He had & mill at
Waterboro,...

Int.: Did you say Gillies? I think they lost lumber at Scarborough,
didn't they?

AR,: I wouldn't be a bit surprised.

Int.: So the wind was what...it just took 1it,

A,R.: The wind really brought that in the air. Vhen that came
over in the field it was a...all I could think of was a big,
rolling wave, the most weird roaring sound I ever heard in
my life, a mixture of gas, ashes, flames and everything else,
Just rolling. And when it hit on the ground, we'll say
atout here, it looked as though there was a big wave Jjust
cascading, opening out, full of fire, right onto those
board piles. Anything in front of that,,.they'd have been
no help for it at all,

Int.: There really waen't anything to do ageinst that, was there?

A.R,: No, if we'd had 15 or 20 fire trucks wetting down for about
a half an hour before, maybe we could have done something,
but other than that, I should doubt it,

Int.: You hadn't had time to do anything ebout wetting down Zz;:ﬂﬂéur
house, g

A.R.: I had,..vhile the power...until the power went I had ta::hw
garden hoge and as I say filled up my tubs and pails that I
had, and I had wet down a 1little bit, but of course it was so
dry it didn't really do eny good, but it Jjust gave me the...
Then of course the power went so without the power, as soon

as the pressure tank in the basement went, there was no more
water, so we had to just depend on the pails and buckets, basins.
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and a few of us had shovels, we had brooms,..

Int.: Were thore any firefighters with tank trucks, that sort
of thing, that came into your arun?(:::)

A.,R,: About 10 minutes before this rolling wave of fire came over
here, one of our tank trucks...it was @& big water tank on a
lumber truck, that's what it wes, came up here and stopped
right there, slowly turned around and slowly went down,..

I wes acroass here, trying to catch him, you knew, It was
so smokey he couldn't see me, he coculdn't hear me.

Int.: So he turned around and went back,

A.,R.: Apah, he turned arcund and went back down and...lI don't know
Just where he went. I never esked him,

Int.: This fire that came across here and destroyed the lumber

yard...is thie the same piece of fire that went ¢n and
deatroyed the forest, the Massabesic Forest.

A.R.,: Thet's the same one, right,

Int.: It did that after it was here?

A.R.: It hit Massabesic in the upper end of Lyman first befowe
it got down our way, bkt then as it went through this way,
the wind was out of the Northeast, it was rolling this way,
then after it got over into the Southwestern part of the town,
why, I think it hit some of their lots over there,

Int.: They did louee part of the forest down in that area.

A,R.: Over in what we call the Drown neighborhood.

Int.: Well, how long did it take this lumberyard to go?

A.R.t Less than an hour.

Int.: And you just atood thewe and watched that?

A.R,: Couldn't do a thing.

Int.,: You must have been Just awestruck,
A.R,: Well there was so much going on. The next set of buildings

. it
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down below., My brother-in-law was down there with 7 men
and after this billowing mass had gone over us here, we got
all the little apot fires out around the field beaten down,
he sent one of the boys running up to me, said,...it weas his
oldest boy, 1 guess, he saild, "Uncle Art, hack of the barn
next door has caught.” The fire had come across the field
in a hedgerow, got up on the back side ¢f the barn and it
was so smokey they didn't see it till it hed csught. But Just
before they noticed that it had caught on the back of the barn
éb=his a nanure pile in the barn yard burst into flame,.it wvas
Just spontaneous combustion. I never heard of one doing it
until that happened. They managed to get two horses and & cow
out of the barn, There was a 1little calf in there we didn't
know sabout. The cow walked back and forth within 4O feet of
that bern for at least 3/4 of an hour while that bern was
burning. We didn't know what it wass,
Int,: Cause she knew her celf was in there. Ch dear. The people
who owned that plece were gone? What was the neme? MNerrill,
A.R,: They were gone., Merrill, ves,
Int.: Isn't that sed.
A.,R.: Yes., Well, some sad things happened. There were sone
comical things too,
Int.: Oh, tell me some stories., {Laughter)
AR.,t Well, about my wife and the pinking sheers. Thet was a gond one,
Int.,: Someone told me the other day about the man in the Wildes Town
ares of Kennebunkport (story of man who took away goats and left
family...see Martin Wildes) .
A.R,: That (the recorder) isn't running I hope. I wouldn't want
to tell this one.
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Int.: All right, you tell me after.

A.R.: I told you earlier that my hired man, ny Ded's old foreman
who'd worked for me for years...

Int.: What wes his neme?

A.R.: Claude Emmons. He and his boy came welking down right after

my sister and brother-in-law had left their house, and Mr,
Framons lost his barn, his house, the only thing he could find
to save all in one piece was a pair of pants. And his son
who had his house sbout 100 yards down in the woods, in an
old grown up pasture, with a winter supply of slabs, wocd,
moutly pine slabs for kindling wood, piled within ten or 12
foeet of the house, all around,; the house stayed there, all
of the wood burned. Queerest thing you ever saw,

Int,.: Now where was that?

A.R,: That was on the Kennebunk Pond road.

Int,.: Had this all happened before they came §b you?

A.R.: No, they could see that it was coming so faat that they
didn't want to be trapped in there so they came out,

Int.: Ien't 1t amazing that more pecple weren't trapped,

A.R,:1 Theard...there was one old gentleman went out with a horse
snd buggy, lost his life up in Newitield somevhere? It's
the only one I xnow of...

Int,: You don't imow anything about an old couple that were at
& sawmill somewhere in the Waterboro area that got burned
do you. (A.R. said no, Int, tells how read this in newspaper

but couldn't pin it down) Kenomeloasn £ e
A.R,: There were some cloge calls though, a lot of close cgfls. iﬁi@

W
People going down these roads, you know, and the fire on Cbcfﬁu NKKUQ>
both sides of em., I know a very good friend of mine at

Day's Mills on Rt, 33, about a mile and a half below my
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house headed out.,..he and his brother..,with 2 trucks
(words missing here, sounds like "tractors on the drivin®)
end the fire went right over em. I don't know whether you
know that the Kennebunk River goes across there at Day's
Mills, Rt. 35, and there's a 1ittle bit of a gut heyond...
went right over the truck on the way up there, And that
was another fire, That fire ceme up the river and the only
reason,..l couldn't underatand why,for days afierwards. Herold
had told meée the fire that burnt hiy came up river, and ve
finally w»ninned it down and that fire hed been set as s back~
fire.

Int.: Down in the ¥eat Kennebgnk area?

A.R.: Nope, No. {(Backfires that got away :::e apoken of only
in a varv huab-hush wsy.,)

Int.: This backfire business... In some areas they used it snd
it wea effective, but evidently it was technicelly agsinast
atate law at the time.

A.R,1 Right,

Int.: I don't know 1f 1t etill i&,..I haven't looked into that
yet., And in some instences people knew this and they went
ahead and d4id it anyway end they were lucky and it worked,

AR.: I was among the people...the voluntesr firemen over at vhat
we call Cluff's Qorner...Rt. 5 and 35 in Dayton?

Int,: Oh, yes, that's vhere the town hall was, right?

A.R,: Right, And there were about 120+30 people milling sround
over there, fire coming toward us and nobody to teke charge.
One of the National Guard men came to me and said, "Mr, Roberts,

</3 ™ ’hﬂ;ﬂj\&>
Qc»astw\
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will you handle these men and set a beckfire?" He said,

"Can you set a backfire?" I said, "Ican but I have no right.
I*m hutside of mny territory." KHe sald, "If I will back vou up,
assume the responsibility, will you set a line of nmen out here
and set a backfire?" 1 said, "If you sey so0." Wa set a
backfire., But it didn't do any good. 7The hig fire just
overrode it.

Int.: Had anybody ever seen a forest fire like that?

A.R.1 Not a8 large a front.

Int.: Now, by front you mean the...

AR.t ¥idth, That seemed to go with different fingers. Wwhen one
finger would go off here another finger would go off here
and ag the wind might die down a little bit this part here
would catecn up and spred it, All the time that wes bhelng
blown ehead, embers were being blown ahead of that fire, eny-
where from 250-300 yards to half & nlle. And 1little spot
fires wore seen to be picking up ahesd of that,

Int.: Course everything wes guat tinder dry, is that right?

A.R.: Tinder dry. Very little rain for a month.

Int.: Do you by any chance remember the spring of that year when
supposedly there was so much rain? -

AR.: I don't recall, A lot of people have said/éhat wouldhappen
if we had anocther one.," 1've said, "I don't think it could
happen.® "Why not?" I said, "In West Newfield...this is
hearsay, hut 1%t was from a fire warden who told me, there
were two small fires smouldered for 4 or 5 dave way out in
the swamp until...nobody would hother with them and "twouldn't
do any harne" 8o they thought., Then the wind ceme up. Thet
started up there and they came together into one end ceme down
through the Waterboros. Mewrfield



Roberts - 12 1242076
Int.: S0 you're saying pecple have a tetter understanding now,
AJR.: Much.beltar understanding., They have a better understanding
of ways to fight the Zire, the have the equipment to fight the
fire, and best of all they have fast communications.
Int.: Thot was o terrible handicap. Vasn't thet torrible?
AR.: It was, I know from my own case, repoxrting back in snd out,
I don't lmuw how meny niles I put on ny car 4&n that 3 or 4
days., I would imagine in the vicinity of better than 450 a
day,
Int.: A day?
ARy Oh szasily,
Int.: How long was it after this yard had burned and your own
house wes saved and so forth that you were able to contact
your wife again, and find out about thow?
A.R.11 sent my older slster who was there with me,..she lost every-
thing 1o her house, and she had 3 of her children with her,
I velisve, (The Xennebunk Pand sister.) She had one or two
children in the immediate neighborhodd and the rest of em
were gtretched out fron Heonebung to Cld Orchard. I said,
"Eleanor, I can't go over to Wells Cormer...™ but I told
her where %%%%%%gzould ve, my wife..."you're gohng to Kennebunk
to pick up the rest of vour family. Will you go over to
Welles Corner and tell her everything's fine here., I don't
know vhat she will decide to do from then on.” She said,
"let me hendle that,” She took em back to Kennebunk with Powos)
her and they stayed with scme friends of ours at Kennebunk Kowmalunk
over night. Next morning they went ¢to 014 Orchard and thmé?iifz;tth
came back up...l understend they got home the middle of
the afterncon the next day, Around 6130 or 7 we were hopning
the power company would get the lines hooked up so we could
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have some light..l1 went back and she was there (at home)

She had to get a pase at the police station. By that time
the Kational Gd. was stationed arocund. She had to get a
pass to come bhack up home.

Int,: At that tine all the vigilante groups were forming, I gueas.
People were hearing a great deal about arson.

AR.1 Yeah, and that's vhere I say better coumumications today
would save a lot of thét trouble. They had me pinned in a
ditch over at lmytion right near Cluff's Corner, Rt. 5 and 35,
for about half an hour on the following Saturday. rridey
night i'd been to Clark's Mills to cffer wmy services tu the
Ciark people ovexr there end I'd been with them till about
12330 et night eand I started home. On the way home about
rizht where the Central Maine Power send pit was this side
of Cluff's Corner toward Goodwin's Mills, I saw a Ilicker
of flame down over the bank. Se I pulled into a 1little side
road there and I heard & pumper going wont down and found
Fred Fllwell and Harry Mullet operating the pumper spraying
water, so I helped them about 10 or 15 minutes. But 1
left my car out by Rt. 35 with the dimmers on. Central
Maine Power Co. trucks hsuling sand to Skelton Station down
on the 8aco River, which was under conetruction at the time
reported in that they'd seen a car there, They'd seen e
flickering, but it was smokey and they didn't see the fire
truck, Well, the next day, I left G, iMills around noontime
heading for Clark's Mills and I got to Cluff's Corner and I
got stopped. And the National Gd, wanted to know how, why,
and vhat, Fortunately a very good friend, Hugh Googins of

D Laeo Riatn
Q:BLM&
WW
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Kennebunk and a couple of other fellas reanged up peslde me
and the boys from Westbrook,..Legionnaires...who thought they
were golung to rough we up & 1little bit didn't., 3So the H, Gd.
officer rode with me over to C, Milla to the lumber office
over there and 1 said, "Sir, if it's all rignt with you 1'11
stay here until I'm cleared.” So within an hour they cleared
@e. I said, “"How akoui the state policer" He said, “I
don't xaow.” I said, "You FI¥D out.”

Int.: You must have been augry.

AR,: Angry! 1 was burned. I was so pouvped the ‘teers cawe right
down over my face, 1 was Lurned over that.

Inte: I don't doubt it., 2ut that, as yousay, was & lot of it
ccanunications. This explainrs & lot of things I'n reading
in the newspapers about them on the lookout for license plates
and questloning pasple 2nd that surt of thing., A1l these
people were over-reacting. Do me thls slgo peints up the
fect to me that they did not underdisnd condltions end what
had heppened. They stlll dun't,

AR,: They still dentt. They atill can't understand how anything
of that msgnitude could take place, I suppose. But there was
e lot of awfully good thiags that people did for each sther
tov. I can repeat quite 8 few of em. I hnow my sister nade
her headquarters there at the house. I sald, "¥Upu might jJust
As well stay here and tha® becsme one of the depats for
probadbly half a ton of clothing that came i friend, Len
Shaw, sent a 40-50 1lb, pack of Swift's cold cuts, frankfarts,

butter,..anything you could think of (explained he arranged
this through his CORRA™E 1 48°kn8PoFOR 8T vunning out)

Int.: Of course, all around you were families who were bhurned out,

1
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Int.: Oh,..what can anybody ask about that.,/ I was watching on

TV tonight the people in Californie right now who just lost
their homes. It was Jjust a devastating, devastating thing,

ARt I wouldn't want to live in that area. That happens every
year practically.

Int.: I know. I don't understand why they atay there,

A. R.: And this one (current Celif, fire) was started by a kite
string tightening up arsund 2 high tension wire?

Int.L The kite caught on fire and dropped into the dry brush and..
So Mr. Shaw sent food,

A.R.: He did., There was a lot of food came in,...coumse the Sclva-
tion Army brought in a lot of food., The Red Cross. You should
have seen the back seat of my car...sandwiches enough for a
platoon of soldiers in there. I had a big milk can of milk,
milk can of water, another one half full ofhot coffee., That
wvas going wherever I went. They would a1l gather around, you
know,

Int.: You really touched on a lot of the areas didn't you. You
vere 2t Day's Mills, and Clark's Mills, and Dayton...

A,R.: Right, While the hot spot was in Lyman I was pinned right
in Lyman. VWhen we cooled down then I could get out...help
vhatever I could do.

Int,: What about livestock? Did they come 1pto your area/:%gh e

and move livestock? f%rgz;F:T:;ilLb %§4u~%.& w L
A.R.t Not in my immediate area. There was only 1l dairy farm in dhﬁf“”“

my immediate area, That was Mr. Teylor's over there on Rt.lll,ﬂwu~h

going toward Rt. 35 from my home and his son Jim was in I

there all alone and he saved everything sround there but that

was the closest in our immediate aree where there were any

cattle, Across the way down the road from my house toward

Kennebunk, why Clarence Day's big Marm,...at the time,...fire
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didn't get down in there at all, That was all open field
land, you see. But Mr, Meserve over at Bayton, he lost e
fow head of cows,
Int.t: What about deer and other wild animels, Did you see any
of those?
A.R.: 1 sew a few porcupine, a lot of rabbits, I don't thing I
aaw any deer at all.
Int.: When you say you saw p., and r. /[..you mean burned or dead?
A.,R.: No, Running. Have you ever seen a porcupine run? Very fat
and they can only move so fast, One of the comical things
I saw was on the Sunday uornigg after the fire had gone through
Cluff's Corner at Dayton. Uhe arm of that fire was buming
back against the wind toward the Wadleigh Pond area. 1'd
had about an hour and a half sleep at the fire station which
was the old garage over there. Mr,. Burbank shook me., He
said, "Arthur, it's time to go! Head toward Wadleigh's Dam
and I want to know how far that fire's comin down." So I
took off. He thought about it afterwards and he and my cousin
Coyle Smith from G, Mills thers in Dayton came up after me,
to see that I didn't get into trouble I guess. We were
standing there talking about half a mile bslow Wadleigh Dam
and we heard a bulldozer coming down towsrd us., And it
kept slowing down, speeding up, slowing down, speeding up.
I said, "What is going on.” 8o I walked up about 100 varda
and looked around and here's a big D-7 Caterpillar coming,w:fEZ§§§r
down the road, the driver standing up looking over his blade, /’wJ
trying to catch a porcupine wadling down the road. Evowtw“’m
he'd drop the blade ft'd slow him down Just enough so that
the porcupine could keep ahead of him, He finally got out
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of the wet place where it was wet on both sides of the road
there in the swamp...vhere it was dry and got off the road.,
(Lsughter) That was one of the funny things.
Int,: So Sundey that was. You were out and fighting that long
afterwards.
A.R.: Ch sure, We'd been going aince Monday afternoon..or Tuesday
I believe previocus to that on spot fires,..,one down in Kenne-
bunk Jjust over the Lyman line, Another up there near the
Aaron Andrews ferm nesr Roberts Pcnd., We'd been tending
those for Z days and & half tmfore, Biddeford had e small
one over near the Turnpike...this was before the blg one
got started over thero.
Int.: ¥Well how long did this go on.
AJR.: Bh we'd been chasing small fires for 2 days and a half before
the bigf one ceme through. Then after the big one wert through
we were mopping up...scme real hot spots would errupt for
a least two deys and a half afterwards, because or...it was
on Set. afternoon that Dayton had their close call over there
at Cluff’'s Corner at Rt, 5 and 35.
Int.: That was the day My, Meserve's place went,
Well in some of the towns they had patrols out along the
back roads into November., Did you do that scrt of thing?
A.R,: Everybody tock it upon themselves in our town. I don't
recall that we had regular pairols, Maybe. My mind's a
1ittlew hazy on that. bBut I do know this...that I stopped ; | &
one cer, a Mass., car, above Kennebunk Pcnd one evening on P
my way home., Maybe one of these patrols, 1 don't know, IAL%4A£5PPWJ
sew them smap a cigarette out of their cer window ard I E,QlJJ%oﬁdﬂ
took off, pulled in shead of them, stopped them, 1 said, D»L\K:v\

( Wl |
"Lady, I don't know whether you realize it but we had qdite ' Fond
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a fire here a few weeks ago. If you have any more cigarettes
please use your ash tray, because if I catch you on snother
one I'll have to report you to the sheriff," 8o then I went
back and put out the cigarette. I found 1t. It fortunately
stayed on the tarvia. It didn't go into the grass, 1 have
to say this: that a fire under certain circumstances can be
caused by a burining cigarette, but I myself have never
seen one, 1've seen a lot of swouldering grass from a
cigarette, but I've never seen it catch fire. Maybe I got
there too soon, or something.

Int,: Well, I don't know, 7That kind of bothers me, but the New-
tield fire supposedly was from a cigarette.,. Somehow or other
I wonder how they know,

A.R.: I have seen a cigarette which was loaded with a mitch..match-
head start a fire...ss a demonstration. Poke & wooden match
right in, light the cigarette. VWhen that bturns down it will
burst into flame.

Int.: Did you loose your piace at Kennebunk Pond?

AR, Yes,

Int,s ¥hat about pbeme? Did anyone blame ghe state for not having
a better £, £. fighting organization? They didn't feel that
way evidently.

A.R.,: I don't think so. I never heard anybody cast any bleme thht
way. But back in those deys there wvere very few volunteer !- Qﬂ

fire depts. which had had any treining to speak of or snyy boaks Prud

decent kind of equipment., When 1 say decent,..our own fire
department had an old 1925-26 Reo truck and it might have held
150 = 75 gallons of water and hose. Axes and shovels, chemical
extinquishers, maybe a coupls of laddersm and that's about all,
Int.,: After this the companies must have felt they needed to do
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A.R.: Course our vol, f. dept. at G. Mills is made up of vol. from
the Qown of Lymen and Dayton., Goodwin'e Mills is a little
villags that sprawls into hoth touns,

Int.: Technically what town is it in?

A.R.3 Moat of 4t 18 in Lymen, but ag you're going to Hollis Center
from Rennsbunk and you go through the little village, as you
go around e curve and down over and cross over a bridge,
the old mill pond...whern you cross aver the brigge, you're
in Deyton. 2And you keep on X5 and go up and you're dodging
into two corners of Lyman the next 200 yards, That's the
vay the road winds,

Int,: It aust nake it hard for them in terms of town weeting, fire
col and the whole thidng.

AR,: Well, the towna support the fire dept. equally I believe,
They have gsome wonderful equipnent up here., It's really
something. The govi, supplied surplus equip. which started
us off, We had an old Chevrolet truck chassis donated to us,
¥e nade it inte a tank truck with its own purp. We had another
one that we made into a regular fire truuck I bellieve, Ve
recaived a traller Chrysler pump...oounted on & little
trailer as i recall. 500 gallons a minmute. That was &
besuty. We didn't use it very much. The big thing was a
big Army 4 x 4, 4 x G, ﬁaiieel drive dump truck towing a
flatbed trailer with a D=7 hulldozer oa it. Boy I'm telling
you in the fires we had the next few ysars thet ceme in awfully
handy, 4nd hundreds of feet of huge which would have cost

the two towns a lot of money. It was ours Just for a very
sirple token payment, %‘S"“l‘"‘"‘" . £ Holls
Int.: Wes this shortly sfter '47 or was this mly? 8 \

A.R.: This was over a pericd of years until about 1963 or 4
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i helieve,

Int.: Do you think thet...how do I want to say that...do people
carry a memory of '47..1 guess is whet I want to say.

Do you think it wotivates them now tc te volunteer firemen?
A.R.: I think possibly, They know now the value of a vol. £, dept,
A vary good firiend of mine(igizymggh's the chief up there.

Ard he,,.(the father) iost hie own home in the fire and his
father-in-law logt his home in the fire,

Int.,: fow did it change the itown, because the; losi a 1ol cf homes,

A,R,: They Yst an even BH% of the town area turnsd over, Ve
vere heavlily timbered. And the next 3 years...nore portable
saw mills sround there than you could shake a stick at.

Int.: Which must have hurt the econowy over the loag run.

A.R.t It did. Once that was gone,..bingo., it was slow going for
quite a few years, The thing that helped the town of Lyaan
out a lot, I thikk, is the fact thet it had at leasi 4 good
sized pouds end about that time the interest in getting summer
cottages on the pond came in and those ponds developed. And
it's amazing the non-resident taxes...

Int.: Now what ponds are those?

AR, 1 Kennebunk...Swan,...Wadleigh,..Bungamt,...

Int.: 5o that't really what happsned ln Lyman thea, was the summer
home business,

AR.3 T think so., It took quite a while,

Int,: Didmany of the fanilies who were burned ocut leave altogether?

A.R,: Very fow, Most of em rebuilt. 7The govt. furnished...through
the Red Cross?...the govt, sent in a lot of these pre-fab...

SZusm

{houses). I can recall % or 6 of them around,

Int,: Were these the metal ones? ﬂf“}“ﬁﬂ*' Kh»-ajﬂvuk

A.R,s I believe so, yes. They w.ron'% too awfully good for our
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alimate,but they filled the purpose till they could get somew
thing going.

Int,1(Tella about Newfield school. And Brownfield garages)
(Discussion of other possible names of people in Lyman X
could talk to.)

End of interview



