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Arthur Roberts 
BIDDEFORD - Arthur L. 

Roberts, 88, of York Manor, died 
Friday at Southridge Living Center. 

He was born in Lyman on April 
23, 1913, a son of Arthur L. Sr. and 
Winnifred Emerson Roberts, was 
educated in schools there, graduat­
ed from Hebron Academy and 
attended the University of Maine. 

On Sept. 7, 1940, he married 
Lorraine Lombard. She died in 
1975. 

Mr. Roberts was a member of 
the Masonic Arion Lodge in 
Goodwins Mills and enjoyed hunt­
iRg and fishing. 
· Survivors include one son, Bart 

of Casco; one daughter, Bonnie of 
Portland; two grandchildren and 
several nieces and nephews. 
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Main•'• 1947 Foreat Fires 
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D,:-te: July 28, 1977 Only ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 
TRANSCRIBED. NOT EVERY 
WORD. 

A.R.: I hope you'll ask the queationa. @ 

Int.: Yea. We'll juat talk... Now you in 1947 lived in Lyman. 

A.R.: Yea. I was born and brought up there. The aet of building• 

right aeroaa from Spang'a aawaill ••• that uaed to be mine. 

Int.: Did you own the mill also? 

A.R.: Y••• but I had ■old it juet six months before the fire came 

through. The 01111•• Lumber Co., from Bath, Maine, bought it. 
oO 

It had between 8 and ~,000 feet of stuck (q er atruck) lumber 

1n the yard which burned within an hour. 

Int.: It did burn? 

A.R.: It did burn. Mill and all. 

Int.: Your home did not burn? 

A.R.z No, I stuck it out and. managed to save it. Eight of ua 

there, apretl around. I had 4 down behind the houae below 

me ••• 1t waa even larger than my house and myaelf and 3 others 

between the Alfred Rd. (Rt.111) and the back of the house. 

Int.: You had a tamily? 

A.R.: Yea, I had a wite and 2 children and I'd aent th• away. 

Int. : Where had you aent th•? 
I sent th• 

A.R.: W./toward Al.fNd and it was probably the worst tbinc I 

co'Gld have done, but I didn't know where to send th•• 

Int.a What kind of warning did you have'l I believe the Lyman 

fire waa on the end of the week. Kennebunkport had cone 

and Bar Harbor had gone and Brown.field and ao forth. 
fl-, ~ r~ a-. 6h ~ A 
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A.R.: It waa late Thuraclay a:ttemoc:>n and night that it hit Lyman. 

Int.: So it waa the 23rd. And you were aware that there w.s tire 

around. 

A.R.: I waa a m•ber of the volwiteer fire department and l'd been 

going to theae spot fires all week long. Wednesday we'd had 

a couple of small fires up the end 1:,f the town near the Water­

boro line, and we had to keep a crew there with a tank truck 

and 6 or 8 men, it kept firing up, beating it down, until 

about the middle of Thursday afternoon, after which we had 

to be watching the smoke from the Waterboro tire and we 

could aee that there waa a wind springing up and that the 

smoke going along was really driving the fire fast ahead of 

it. From that point ,m we were really busy. I waa acting 

as sort of a liaaon between the fire chief of the department 

of Goodwin's Mills and the couple of crews we had out in the 

chief, and he aaked me to go to Waterboro and check the time 

when it came across the railroad track up there and call him 
and then 

by phone. When I timed it acroaa the track t went up to 

the nearest bouae to get a phone the telephone linea were 
practically 

-••••y-1mpoaa1b1e ••• everybody was Uking calls and that killed 

it. So I had to go clear back to Goodwin'• Milla and report 

to hill. At the time I said," , you'd better let•• go up 

and get our team of men out from near the es f~ 

which waa up back of Roberts Pond. 11 He said, "Do•• it lo,jk 

that bad?" And I aaid, "Y••• it do•••" So I went up there ~ 

and told • to roll up their equipment and get out aa teat ?i) ~ 
•• they could. By that time the air •••ed to be full of ~ 

••hea, cinders, denae •oke, and I pulled out juet ahead of 
M,~ p~ 
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the tire truck. There wea a tank truck behind tbe 8118.ll 

pumper,•• we called it, and the truck heulina the water 

1243007 

tank was nearly cut oft. They he.d to come through tlamea 

to get out of there. Fortunately they ude it and back at 

Goodwin• s Mille I told the chief, I aaid, •: ~ I• m aorry, 

but I'm going to have to go home. It looks that bad." He 

said, "Do you mean it?" I said, "l aura do.'' So he let 

me go home and ••• tracing down a talae alarm ••• aomebody 

thought they aaw someone setting a tire ••• waeted 20 minutes, 

went back to my house, told my wife it didn't look good 

end to be ready to move. So I (word not clear) to my 

cottage at Kennebunk Pond, about 2 miles away, trying to 

make up my mind whether to spend a f.w minutes picking things 

out, and I decided I'd better get out of there fast. Went 

back by my aiater•s house 'Who lived at the corner of the 

Kennebunj Pond Rd., so-called, and the Peach Orchard Rd. 

I said, "Elean r, get your gang out ot here faat. 0 She had 

two children there, four others scattered around. She and 

her husband were there. I drove back to my houae. Told my 

wite, "Grab some clothea, whatever you think you need, your 

valuabl••• and get in the car, and I'm going to send you 

to Alfred," So about 10 minutea after I'd thrown soae 

tools Md wl'atever I could U1nk of 1n my own car that I 

waa using, ahe cue out, ehe aaid ahe wa• ready, ah• said 

ell ah• could think ot waa an old ewater andher pinking aheara. 

(Laupter) We've laughed about that eo often. Ot courae ahe 

didn't want to go off without••• but I aeid, "Hon, I think 

it•a the only thing to do." I aaid , *I want you to go to 
~ 'e~ - ~f'J~ ~ 
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Alfred to my aunt•a houae. It they try to evacuate the 

village up there go to 'Wells Comer and stay there m1til you 

hear from me." She went up through (Rt. 111) dodging cowa, 

horaea, piga ••• everythiJig elae, finally got to Alfred. 

Int.= She went up 111. 

A.R.: 111. 1'he tire juat about 5 minutes after she lett croaaed 
& 

the road down between Rt. 35.J.my home ••• dmm by what we 

call the Jackson Sohoolhouee corner, and that really worried 

me, but I figured, "Well, ahe•11 get through.'1 And probably 

10-15 minutes after that my sister and her husband cam• down 

:from their houae at Kennebunk Pond, also my hired man with 

his eon came walking along. They lived about halfway to 

Kennebunl{ Pond. And I said, ( or Clvde ••• chec~ this 

1,Jrther on), do you want to s...," He said, ''l wouldn't be 

happy going anr,mere and leaving you here." So I thanked 

him very much and 3 or § other :fellows ahowed up ••• ''We're 

with you . · We• 11 help you all we can. What 
scattered 

can we do?" do we 111•...- ourselves e.roWld. I want up 'to 

my little office at the comer oppoaite the atore, went in 

there, threw some mape and deeda into an old sate, locked 

the door, :ran out, and 11· I had only thought and taken the 

wooden atepa away from tbilt set of buildinga ••• from the under 

pinning of the building, I think that otfic• building would 

etill be there. But I just didn't think. Beat it back down 

to 'the house, and all I could think of was, "My God, I've got 

a box ot dynamite up on that top acattold up 1n the ~So 

I epent another 10 minute• getting that down and over to the 

brook, burying it 1n the brook, and I nev"r thought of the 

caps which were the moat dangerous thinga. 
~p 
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Int. : Where . .,,.re they? 

A.R.1 They were right 1n the bam, along with• lot ot rifle 

ammunition, a shotgun and all eportina good.a atuff like that. 

Well, anyway, when I got back, we lc>oked acroat the field 

toward the Northeast and it was really roaring, coming. 

Int/: l'm not good on directions. Northeaat ••• which way would 

that be't 

A.R.: NorthMat would be right about here (drawing diagram) 

Int.a Okay, back toward 111 and 35. 

A.R.1 No• it was about quarterifti be1."Ween. So it waa really ••• 

We'd filled up wti•t tuba we had With water, or pail•••• 

Int.a What did you eee when you looked back therlf? Fl•••? Or 

smoke? 

A.R.: ·we couldn't ••• .flames. We could ••• a red glow. A red 

gl.ow ••• that was about all. And aa it got closer there was 

oo much amoke we couldn't even••• that. But when it got ••• 

11' you recall, right aoroaa from my houae there•• a big 

field, about 50-100 yrda. in the wooda before it got out to 

111, the wind, instead of bringing it right atra1ght there, 

we could••• the wind awinging that around and it went just 

about 60 feet by the corner of my houae, land.ed ••• and the 

whol• business landed right on the atoN, the little building 

here, end the board yard. 

Int. , 1-bich bad how many :teet of lumber? 

A.R.1 Around 900,000 feet ot atuok lumber. 

Int.z 'When they ••Y stuck lumber what do they aean? Lumber 

that'• been cut into boards? 

A.R.s Lumber that'• been .. wec1 into board.a and piled tor air drying. 

lnt.s Waa there anyone at the yard at that point? Th• owner, waa 
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he there? 

A.R.: Oh no. He 'W8& busy at other placea. He had a mill at 

Waterboro ••• 

1.243G10 

Int.s Did you aay Gillies? I think they lost lumber at Scarborough, 

didn't they? 

A.R.: I wouldn't be a bit surprised. 

Int.: So the wind we.a 'What ••• it juat took it. 

A.R.i The wind really brought that in the air. When that cuie 

over in the field it was a ••• all I could think of waa a big, 

rolling wave, the most weird roaring sound I ever heard in 

my life, a mixture of gaa, ashes, flames and everything else, 

just rolling. And when it hit on the ground, we'll say 

~bout here, it looked aa though there was a big wave just 

cascading, opening out, t'ull of fire, right onto those 

board piles. Anything in front of' that ••• they'd have been 

no help for it at all. 

Int.: There really wasn't anyt.hing to do against that, was there? 

A.R.: No, if we'd had 15 or 20 fire trucks wetting down for about 

a half an hour before, maybe we could have done eomething, 

but other than that, I should doubt it. 

Int.s You hadn't had time to do anything about wetting down your 
),Jr~ 

houae. ~/_,_....,·~-~t. 
A.R.: I had ••• while the power ••• until the power went I had th - - ~~ 

garden ho•• and•• I eay tilled up my tube and pails that I 

had, and I had wet down a little bit, but of couree it was eo 

dry it didn't really do any good, but it juat gave•• the ••• 

Then of couree the power went ao without the power, aa aoon 

•• the preaeure tank in the bae•ent wet, there waa no more 

water, eo we had to juat depend on the pails and buckete, baaina. 
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ancl a fw ot ua had ahovele, we bad broou ••• 

Int.: Were thore any firefighters with tank tnacka, that aort 

of thing, that came into your ea?@ 

A.R.: About 10 111.nutea before tbie rolling wave ot tire cue over 

here, one of our tank trucks ••• it was a big water tank on• 

lumber truck, that'• what it waa, caa up here and stopped 

right there, slowly tumed around and alowly went down ••• 

I wae across here, trying to catch him, you know. It was 

so amokey he coul.dn't aea me, he couldn't hear me. 

Int.: So he turned around and went back. 

A.R.: Allah, he turned around and went back down and ••• I cton•t know 

juwt where he went. I never asked him. 

Int.s Thia tire that cuae across here and destroyed the lumber 

yard ••• 1s this the same piece of fire that went on and 

destroyed the foreat, the Maaenbsaic Forest. 

A.R.: '.t-hat' • the same one, right. 

Int.z It did that after 1t waa here? 

A.R.: It hit Masaabeaie in the upper end of Lyman firet befo.ee 

it got down our way, bit then as it went throuah thie way, 

the wind was out of the Northeast, it was rolling this way, 

then a.tter it got over into the Southwestern part ot the town, 

why, I think it hit some o~ their lots over there. 

Int.z They did looae part o:t the foreat down in that area. 

A.R.z over 1n wat we call the Drown neis}lborbood. 

Int.a Well, how long did it take this lumberyard to go? 

A.R.1 Leas than an hour. 

Int., And you juat stood th•ee and watched that? 

A.R.2 Couldn't do a thing. 

Int. 1 You 11Uat bave been juat aweatruok. 

A.R.1 Well there•• ao much going on. The next ■et ot building• 
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down below. My brother-in-law was down there with 3 men 

and after thia billowing maaa had gone over us here, we got 

all the little apot fires out around the field banten down, 

he sent one of the boys running up to me, nid ••• 1t was hia 

oldest boy, I su•••• he aaid, "Uncle Art, beck of the barn 

next door baa caught." The fire had come across the field 

in a hedgerow, got up on the back aide of the ham ftnd it 

was ao amokey they didn•t see it till it had ceught. But just 

before they noticed that it had caught on the hack of the barn 

'••hll* a manure pile in the barn yard burst into name •• it wa• 
~u•t apontaneoua combustion. I never heard ot one doing it 

until that happened. They managed to get two horeee and a cow 

out of the bam. ThAre wAe a little calf in there we didn't 

know about. The cow walked back and forth within 40 feet of 

that b&m for at least 3/4 of an hour while that bern waa 

bumJ.ng. We dt.dn' t know what 1 t wa.s. 

Int.: Cauae she knew her calf wae in there. Oh dear. !'he people 

who owned ~t place were gone? What waa the name? errill. 

A.R.i They were gone. Merril• yea. 

Int.: Ian•t that aed. 

A.R.: Yes. Well, aome aad things happened. There were some 

comical things to,). 

Int.z Oh, tell me some stories. ILaushter) 

A.R.r Well, about my wife and the pinking ahee.re. That was a ,~od one. 

Int.s Someone told me the other day about the man in the W1ldea Town 

area of Kennebunkport (story of raan who took away goat,s and left 

tu1ly ••• aee Martin Wildes) 

A.R.: That (the recorder) ian't running I hope. I wouldn't want 

to tell thla one. 
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Int.: All right, you tell•• after. 

A.R.i I told you earlier that my hired man, my Dad'• old for.an 

who'd worked for me tor year•••• 

Int. ; What waa hia name? 

my siater and brother-in-law had left their bou•e• and Mr. 

!mmona lost hi• barn, hie house, the only thing he could find 

to eave all 1n one piece was a pair of pants. And his son e 
who had his house about 100 yards clown in the wooda, in an 

old grown up paature, with a winter aupply of alabs, wood, 

mostly pine slabs for kindling wood, piled within ten or 12 

feet ot ·t.he llouae, all ar,>wld, the llouse stayed there, all 

of the wood burned. Queerest thing you ever saw. 

Int. : Now where was that? 

A.R.: That waa on t.be Kennebunk Pond road. 

Int. ; Had this all happ~ed be tore they came iG you'! 

A.R.: No, they could aee that it•• coming so fast that they 

didn't wnt to be trapped in there ao they came out. 

Int. , Ian' t 1 t em.azing that more pe,-.:..ple WNn' t trapped. 

A.R. a lheat'Cl ••• tllere waa one old gentleman went out with a horse 

and buggy, loat his lite up in .New1·1eld somewhere·, l't '• 

the only one I know ot ••• 

Int., You don't know anythir-'8 about an old couple that were at 

a sawmill aomftbere in the Waterboro area that got burned 

do you. (A.R. said no. Int. tells how read 1 i n ~ wsp per 

but couldn't pin 1t down) /~~ p ~ 
A.R., There ware .some close calla thougb, • lot of clo~~ 

People going down theee roads, you lalow, and the .firs on 0)~1• ~ 

both aidea 01' •• I know a very good t'riend of mi11e at 

Day'• 11111• on Rt. :,5, about a ■11• and a halt below my 
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house headed out ••• he and hi• brotber •• ,with 2 trucka 

(word• mia■ing here, Bound& like ntractora on tbe drivtn•) 

&..?ld the fire went right over em. I don't kn.ow whether you 

know t.hat the Jtermebunk River goes eoroae there at Day's 

Milla, Rt. 35, and there'll a little bit 0£ a gut beyond ••• 

went rlght over the tn1ck on the WIY up there. And that 

was another tire. Tbat fire oe.me up the river and the only 

reaeon ••• I couldn't underatand wby,tor days a.fterwarda. rold 

had told me th8 fin that bumt him came up river, and we 

finally pinnttd it down and that fire bed been i,et as a back-

tire. 

Int.: Down in t..he Weat Kenn.ebl,\nk are&'? 
are 

A.R.: !lope. No. (Baektirea that got away were spokmi ot ~nly 

in e. vi,i;, hush-hush WBY. ) 

Int.: This backfire bttSineaa.... In some areas they used it and 

it wes effective, but evidently it waa tecbnioally against 

state law at ·t;he t1ae. 

A.R.1 Right. 

Int., I don't know it it still la ••• I haven't looked into thllt 

yet. And in aome 1Mtances peopl• knew th1a and they w.nt 

ahead and did it anyway and they were lucky end it worked. 

A.R.1 I was emong the people ••• the volunteer .tiNrten over at what 

1;--0 call Clutt' a Gomer ... nt. 5 and 35 in Dayton? 

Int.a Oh, yea, that'a where th• town hall was, right? 

A.R. s Right. And there were about 120-,0 people milling around 

over there, t'iro COiiin& ifoward ua and nobody 'to take ohars•• 

One or the National Guard aen cu• to me and aid, '!Mr. Roberta• 
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will you hand.le these men and set a backfire?" He eaid, 

''Can you set a backfire?n I said, "lean but I have no right. 

I•m 6uta1d.e ot my territory." He said, nit l will back you up, 

assume the reaponaibility, will you set a line of men out here 

and aet a backfire?" I aaid, "It you say ao." Wa set a 

backfire. But it didn't do any good. The big fire just 

overrode it. 

Int.: Had anybody ever seen a for·est fire like that? 

A.R.s Not as large a front. 

Int.: Now, by front you mean the ••• 

A.R.1 Width. Tlult ••••ed to go with dif:t'erent fingers. Whe~ one 

finger would go oft here another finger would go off here 

and aa the wind might die down a little bit this part here 

would cat h up and spred J t . All t.he time that wee heing 

blown ahead, ember• were being blown a.heed of that fire, any­

where :trom 250-300 yarda to half a mile. And little spot 

tires were seen to be picking up ahead of that. Q 
Int.: Course everything was pt tinder dry, j_s that right? 

A.R.: Tinder dry. Very little rain for a month. 

Int.: Do you by any chance remember the spring of that year when 

supposedly there wns ao much rain'/ 
n , 

A.R.: I don't recall. A lot 0£ people have aeid/what wouldhappen 

it we had another one." l 1ve ,said, 11 I don't think it could 

happen.« "Why not?'' I aaid, 11 In Weat Newfield ••• this is 

hearaay, but it wae frm11 a .tire warden who told me, there 

were two -11 t1Na aaouldered tor 4 or 5 daye way out in 

the swamp unt11 ••• 11obody would bother with them and 0 "tWOulcm•t 

do any ham." ao they thought. Then the wind OMlf'- ur. 'l'hat 

atarted. up there and they caae together into one and oame down 

thr.)ugh the Waterboroa. ~+J.-J 
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Int.: So you're H.ying people have a better und.~ now. 

A.R.: Mu.oh. be·tter undcr.t-atanc:ling. 1'h.-J have a bett.r understamHn1 

of ways ":o fight the :.tire, tho have the eq14paent to 1"11ht the 

t1re, and beat of all they have tut oomunioationa. 

Int., Tht\t was a terrible handicap. \taan•t that torrible? 

A.R.s !twas. I ltnow from my own eaeo. raporting baek 1n and out, 

I don•t know how many miles I put on ~y oar in that 3 or 4 

days. I would imagine 1n the vio1n1 t}· of better· than '+50 a 

day. 

Int.: A day? 

A.R.a 0h •naily. 

Int. 1 How long was 1.t after this yard llad burned ar,.d your own 

houae was aaved and ao torth that yo\.\ wer• abl• to contact 

yo~ wife again, an-4 .find out about thN? 

A.R.,I sent my older aiater who was there with ••••••h• lost every­

thing 1n. her house, and she had:, of her chlldre with her, 

I bell.-ve. (The. Xennebunk P3nd aiater.) She had one or two 

children in the imtlediat• neighbomodd at~ the reat of • 

we1~ atrotched out frora Kennebw:1¥, to Old Orchard. I Aid, 

"EleanQr, I can't go over tQ Welle Comer ••• " but I told 
L mi 

her where · \ e would be, my wi~•• •• "you' re going to Kem.ebunk 

to pick up thereat ot your frudly. WJ.11 yc,u gu over to 

Welle Comer and tell her everytllins'• fine here. I don't 

know what ah• will deoide to 4o trom then on. 1• She Mid, 

"l•t me he.ndle that." She took em beck to Kennebunk witb ~ 
her aDd they atayed. with acme tritmd ot oun at K.ezm•'blmk ~ 

f!/CJ..~~ 
over nii,'ht, Next mol'l11ne they went to Old Orchard and . y 1--,-J ~ 

c•• baok up,,,I und.eretand they got hoae the lllddle of 

the afternoon the next day, Around 61:,0 or 7 we wn ho],1na 

the powr coapany wuld p-t the line• booked up ao we could 
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have some light •• I went back and ahe wu there (at home) 

She had to get a pa•• at the police station. By that time 

the National Gd. waa atationed around. She had to get a 

paes to come back up home. 

Int.a At th•t time all the vigilante groups were faming. I su•••• 
People were hearing a great deal about arson. 

A.R.1 Yeah, and that's where I aay better communications today 

would save a lot (>f tb•t trouble. They had me pinned in a 

ditch over at Day-'..::on right near Cl.ui'f' • s Comer, n·t. 5 end ,, , 

tor about halt an hour on the f ,>llowing Saturd.ay. 1-'ride.y 

night I'd been to Clark's Mills to of:fer my services to the 

Clorlt p•ople over there end I'd been with tham till about 

l2s30 et night and I etarted home. on the way home about 

right where the Central Maine Power sand pit was th.ts side 

o:f' Clu.ff's Comer toward Goodwin's Mill&, I sawn l'lickttr 

of tlame down over the bank. Sol pulled into a little side 

road there uid I heard a pumper going wont down and :found 

......__ ......... .....u~ .... and Harry Mullet operating the pumper spraying 

water, so I helped them about 10 or 15 minutes. But I 

left my car out by Rt. 35 with the dimmers on. Central 

Maine Power Co. trucks hauling .eend to Skelton Station dovn 

on the Saco ru.ver, which was ·I.Jllder construction at the time 

reported in that they'd seen a car there. They'd seen a 

flickering, but it was nokey end they didn't••• the tire 

truck. Well, the next day, I left G, Mille around noontime 

heading for Clark'• Milla and I got to Clu.ff'a Corner and I 

got stopped. And the National Gd. wanted to know how, why, 

end what. Fortunately a veey good friend, ==---=-=~ c-ns ,.Jt 

~ ~~ 
'h\J1_ 

,1~ \'~ 
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ltennebwut and a couple of otlier fellas ranged up beside .. 

and the boya Eroa \fr~atbrook ... Legionnaires •• ,vho thought they 

were ao1'1j to roug.'1. me up a little bit didn't. So the N. Gd. 

ottioer 1"0d• w1 th me ~.,ver to C. Mills to the lumber otfice 

over there and I sa1d, "Sir, if it's all right with you I'll 

atay here w1til I 'n1 clEtared," So wi·thin an hour they cleared 

••• I a.aid, ~•Ho-w a'bou·t, the .swt.e polioe·,n He aid. ;,I 

Ir1t. s You mu&t ha v • b~er.L al'igl'J- • 

A.R. s t.l'l&T}'! 1 w-.aa bur.1~d. l waa 20 povped the ·tea:ca casue right 

down ov•r my !ace. I WA$ bun1eci ov@r that. 

Int. a I don't doubt it, But that, a• youaa.y, was a lo·t of: it 

ccmmunicationa. '.Chia explair .. s & 1,)t \>f things I'm reading 

1n the nei.ispapers. about them ,:>n tlle lookout !,}! license plates 

and. 4uaation.bli pe:;ple e.n<?. that S•.>l"t 0£ t.td.ng. ~ tlleae 

ptlople were over-reacting. 00 nei t..h.1!: al.so points up tlte 

:tact 'to me ·chat th~:r dld not und.er4ta11d e\lndi tions and what 

had happened. They a till d.~,n' t. 

A.R.s They at1ll don•t. Th-y atill e&in't underetand how anything 

01· th.it Mgni tude could take place, I supp"">ae. nut there waa 

a lot o! awfully good things that people did for each ~ther 

toi>. I can rep¢at ~uite & few of em. I ~now my ili&·te:r made 

her headquarters there at the hc,...ise. I said, "'lpu might j\lat 

As well stay her. and tha-:: bacame one of the dep-..ita tor 

probably halt a ton of el~thlng that cama 1~ friend, 'en 

h"'w sent a 40-50 lb. pacl, o:f Swift's cold outa, franktorte, 

butt$r ••• anything you could thi:ik •.Jt ( explained hG arranged 
this through h1• Otllf'l1a1o~anoPUpl' nm.Ding out) 

Int.a Of coune, all around you were t•llle• who were bumed out. 
~ ✓ ~~ 



Roberta - 15 There really isn't anything to ask about that. 
Int.z Oh ••• wat can anybody aak about that./ I waa watching on 

TV tonight the people 1n California right now who juat loat 

their homea. It waa juat a devaatating, devastating thing. 

A.R.: I wouldn't want to live 1n that area. That happens every 

year practically. 

Int.2 I know. I don't understand wy they atay there. 

A. R.1 And this one (current Calif. fire) was started by a kite 

string tightening up around e high tension wire? 

Int.L The kite caught on fire and dropped into the dry brush and •• 

So Mr. Shaw sent foc>d. 

A.R.: He did. There was a lot of food came 1n ••• colmse the Salva­

tion Army brought in a lot ot food. The Red Croea. You IJhould 

have seen the back eeat of my car ••• aandwiches enough for a 

platoon of soldiers in there. I had a big milk can of milk, 

milk can of water, another one half full ofhot coffee. That 

was going wherever I went. They would all gather around, you 

lmow. 

Int.: You really touched on a lot of the areas didn't you. You 

were et Day•a Milla, and Clark'• Milla, and Dayton ••• 

A.R.1 Right. While the hot apot wu in Lyman I waa pinned right 

in Lyman. When we cooled down then I could get out ••• help 

whatever I could eo. 
with trucks 

Int.: wbat about livestock? Did they come into your area/and 

and move livestock? ~ eJ l ' ~ ~ 
(;)~,'°~ (/J~ 

A.R.1 Not in my illmediate area. Ther oruy 1 iry rm in ~ 

my imecliate area. over there n 

going toward Rt. 35 trom.., home and hia waa in 

there all alone end he aaved everything around there but that 

waa the cloaeat 1n our 1•ediate lll'H where there were any 

cattle. Aero•• the way down the road from my houae toward 

Kennebunk, why Clarence Day's big :tarm ••• at the t1me ••• t1re 
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didn • t get down in there at all . That •• all open field 

land, you aee. But Mr, Meeerve over at Dayton, he loat a 

fw head of cowa. 

Int.s What about deer and other wild anime1a. Did you aee any 

at those? 

A.R.: I aew a few porcupine, a lot of rabblte, I 4on•t thing I 

aaw any dffr at all. 

Int. s When you eay you nw p. and r. J •• you mean bumed or dead? 

A.R.1 No. Running. Have you ever aeen a porcupine run? Very tat 

and they can only mov• ao fast. One of the comical th1nga 

I MW waa on the Sunday ■oming after the fire had gone through 
An 

Cluff'• Corner at Dayton. Ille am of that fire was bum1ng 

back againat the wind toward the Wadleigh Pond area. I'd 

had about an hour and a half sleep at the fire station which 

•• the old garage over there. Mr. Burbank ahook ••• He 

Mid, "Arthur, it's time to go~ Head toward Wadleigh'• Dam 

and I want to know how far that fire•• oomin down." So I 

took ott. He thought about it atterwa:rds and be and my coualn 

_coyJ.e_.8mllb tx-om a. Milla there in Dayton came up after me, 

to see that I didn't get into trouble I su•••• We were 

atancling there talking about half a mile below Wadleigh Dam 

and we heard a bulldoz•r coming down toward ua. And it 

kept alowing down, speeding up, slowing down, epeeding up. 

I uid, "What ie going on." So I walked up about 100 yarda 

11114 looked around and here•• a big D-7 Caterpillar COIiing St)~ 

dovn the road, the driver •tandinl up looking over hia bl:i.~f~ 
~ ' .... ·on 

trying to catch a porcupine wadling down 'the road. rytime ~-,,~ . 

he*d drop the blade it'd alow him down jun eno\llh ao that 

the porcupine could kHJ) ahead of him. He .finally 1ot out 
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of the wet place where it waa wet on both aides ot the road 

there in the SWllllp ••• Whe:re it waa dry and got off the road. 

(Laughter) Tldlt waa one of the funny thinga. 

Int.: So Sunday that was. You were out and fial'lting t.hat long 

afterwards. 

A.R.z Oh sure. We'd been going since Monday attemoon •• or Tuesday 

I llelieve previous to that on spot firea ••• one down in Kenne­

bunk just over the Lyman lir1e. Another up there near the 

ta.rm near Roberts Pend. We'd been tending 

thoae !or 2 daya and a half bllfore. Biddeford had a small 

one over near the Turnpike ••• t..his was before the big one 

got atnrted over there.~ 

Int.: Well how long did thie go on. 

A. R. : Bh we'd been chasing sull tires :for 2 days and a half before 

the bigf' one came through. Then after the 'big one wer~t through 

we were mopping up ••• some real hot •pots would errupt for 

a leaat two daye and a half afterwards, because on ••• it was 

on Sat. afternoon that Dayton had their close call over there 

at Cluff'• Comer at Rt. 5 and. 35. 

Int.a That was the day~. Meaerve'e place went. 

Well 1n aome o~ the towns they had patr.ola out along the 

back roac:la into November. Did you do that sort of thing? 

A.R.1 Everybody took it upon themselves in our town. I don't 

recall that we had regular petrols. ~.aybe. My mind's a 

11ttlew hazy on that. But I do know tbi1 ••• that I stopped 
/~ 

one car, a Ma••• car, above K.ennebu.nk Pond one evening on 

my way hoae, Maybe one of these patrola, 1 don't know, I ~ 

aav them-Pa cigarette out ot ir ar d.n ow nd I 1l, ~~ 

took ott, pulled in ahead ot th , st p d th 

"Lady, I don't know whether your aliz it but 

, Is id, 
~ 

h t qui · e 
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a tire here a few weeks ago. It you have any more cigarette• 

pl••• wte your aeh tray, becaua• if I catch you on another 

one I'll have to report you to the sheriff." So then I went 

back encl put out the cigarette. I found it. It fortunately 

stayed on the tarvia. It didn't go into the grase. I have 

to say this: that a fire under certain circUU1etancea can be 

caused by a bur.thing cigarette, but I myself have never 

seen one. I've••~ a lot ot emouldering grass fro• a 

cigarette, but I've never seen it cateh fire. Maybe I got 

there too aoon, or something. 

Int. : Well, I don't know. :&."bat kind of bothers me, but the New­

field tire supposedly we.a tram a cigarette •• Somehow or other 

I wonder bow they know. 

A.R.: I have aeen a cigarette which was loaded with a uteh •• u·tch­

baad start a tire ••• as a demonatrat:ion. Poke a wooden aatch 

right in, light the cigarette. 'When that bums down it will 

bunt into flame. 

Int.: Did you loose your place at Kennebunk Pond? 

A.R.1 Yes. 

Int. s What about plaame? Did ar1yone blue ih• a'tate tor not having 

a better f. t • .fighting organization? They didn't feel that 

way evidently. 

A.R.: I don't think ao. I never heard anybody caet any bleJDe tllllt 

way. But back in tho•• day• there were very fflW volun a r ~ 

fire depta. which had had any training to speak of OJ' ny ~~ f,~ 

decent kind ot equipment. When 1 ••Y d.eoent ••• our ow f'ire 

department had an old 1925-26 Reo truck end it might have held 

150 - 75 gallona ot water and hoae. Ax•• and 8hovels1 ch•ioal 

extinquiahera, Nybe a couple of ladder• and that'• about all. 

Int.a Atter th1• the coapanie• •uat have felt they needed to do 
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something about that • 

. A.R.: Courae our vol, t. dept. at G, Mille ia made up o~ vol. b'oa 

'the town ot Lyman and Dr:-.yton. Goodwin'• Milla ia a little 

villag~ that sprawls into both towns. 

Int.a Teehnical.ly what town is it in? 

A.R.1 Most of it ia in Lyaw.n, but as you're going to Hollis Center 

from J.ennebtmlt and you go tl1rough the little village, aa you 

go around a curve and down over and cru•• over a bridge, 

the old mill 11',)no .••• 'fl-her: you cross aver ·the brige, you• re 

in D~yton. >nd you keep on 35 and go up and y\1u • re dodging 

into two eorner3 of Lyman the next 20) yards. '.l'hat'a the 

way the road rind.a. 

Int. a It must make 1 t hard. tor them in terms of ·town 11eeti11g, :tire 

col .md th• whole tling. 

A.R.: Well, t.h$ to"tlfl'la 5Upport the tire dep~. equally I believe. 

'Ihey have some wonderful equ1pmffnt U}l h&N. It• s really 

something. Tha govt. supplied surjllua equip. 'Which atartud 

us ot!. We had on old Cl1e,1rolet truok chaaaia donated to ue. 

We made it into a tanl: truck With ita own pump. We had another 

one that we made into a regular fire tl"\.ick I believe. We 

received a tre!lev Chrysler pump ••• maunted on a little 

trailer as Ii recall. 500 gallons a ll111Ute. That was a 

beauty. We didn't uso 1 t veey much. 'I'he big thing waa a 
all 

big Army 4 x 4. 4 x 6, #( wheel drive dump truck to..,1.ng a 

natbed trailer with a D-7 l.JUllclozer a.o it. Boy l 'm telling 

you in the tires we had the next tn yeara tt.t cu• 1n awfully 

haudy. J,Jl.d hundreds 0£ :tect of hose which ~uld have coat 

the two tovr..LS a lot of money. It was oure ~ust for a very 
~ ~~ I ~k 

•J.mple token payment. \!!.:;) Ri • 

Int.a Waa thie shortly a1'ter '47 or waa •i:h_ ~ y: ~ 
A.R. ; Thi• waa over • period of y•ra until about 190, or 4 
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I believe. 

Int.: no you think tba·t ••• hov do I want to aay that ••• do p&ople 

ce.rr~ a me~ory o~ '47 •• I gueos is what I want to say. 

De, you think it 14ot1vatee •·them now to ·t-e Yolunte•r t1r•en? 

A.R.: I th.ink possibly. 'lhey kno'1i now the value ot a vol. -L. dept. 
1n Lyman 

A v~ry good .fx•iend of mineJ his son• a th• chi•f up there. 

And he ••• (the fa:t.'ler) lost his o'Wn home in ·the tire and hie 

.father-in-law lost bis bome in U4e lire. 

Int. a .how did it chtmge the t•:..-w.1.-1, because ·the,:;•· los·~ a l"'t ci' ham••• 

.A..R.: '.L'hey lost an even 86% of the to·wn area burned .:,var. We 

were heavily timbered. And the n«xt 3 yeara ••• more p0rtable 

saw mills 8.J\)und there than you could sr..aka a stick at. 

Int., Which must have hurt -:he eoonoiay over the long nm. 

A.R.: It did. Once that was gone ••• lli.'1.S~. It waa alow going tor 

quite u tew yeara. The thing that helped tbe town ot Lyman 

out a l-:>t, I thillk, is the fact that it had at least 4 good 

si:uad ponfia and about that time the int~reat 1n getting sumer 

cotta.gea on the pond came iu and thoae ponds developed. And 

it's amaains the non-.reaident taxes ••• 

In't. a lifJW what ponu are thoa~? 

Int.a So that't really what happened in Lyman the.'l, was the summer 

home buaineas. 

A.R. I l think so. It took quite a •.mile. 

Int.1 Didmany ot tbe .tamiliea who were burned out leave altoaether? 

A.R.s Vary few. Moat of• rebuilt. 'l'he govt. furniahed ••• throuah 

the Red Cro,a? ••• the govt. eent in a lot of theae pre-fa·o ••• 

(houaes). I can Neall 5 or 6 ot them around. 
~ 

~ _.,...,.~ ............ -Int.a Were theae the 11etal ones? 

A.R.'I I believe ao, yu. They weren't ·oo ully aooct for our 
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a...u-11 
ol..1.llate,W't tbe7 lillllcl the PIO'Pd• till tlMy could pt-• 

•ina .-1111. S 
Int. a (Telle alMnl" Nntield aebool. An4 Brownfield IU'fll88) 

(m.N1&1a1oa of other poa&llt1• mea of peopl• 1a Lyun I 

H\114 talk to.} 

~ of 1a:tenin• 


