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OOJ1 I've heard of place in Eastport called 

130 

Majorville. It was part of western end of Key 
~ 

street, now called Ray Sta it incluR d lands 

west of B~dway[avenue] which is also west 

·of Chapel St., formerly known asx Accommodation 

st. Majorville is west of &a:Chapel St. along 

Key st. It is section[of Key St.?] from Broadwa~ 

towards the County Road. It was not just along 

Key St., but areas north and south of street; 

was a block that extended towards County Road. 

Majorville comes from some major who lived 

in that area. I ca~ recall name now. I riever 

heard of a Major MKNewcomb. Xabtl[}{eard of a 

Colonel Everett E. bNewcmmb. taslf r.-rl 
~.f,fa::Ji.r v1 //Q.. 
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in res_ponse _!_o m~ uestion.L..!!!a~1~a~s!.&.iltli.liii.-!oU.......a..--
wher 

ma ' or Newcomb or a Newcomb livin - Scott 
ives . - -- short 
~ xncamlives in house at end of small bcmiiauut 

lane, on_ri~ht side; t~e lane begins on southern 

side of Key St., just east of Bri hton Ave 

Yes, I used to live there with my aunt, Mrs . 

Anna L. Newcomb. M He[ Col. Everett Newcom ? ] 

had to be major before colonel. Col. Edward E. ____. 

M~& Newcomb lived where Bart Scott lives now. 

He was adjunct general of State of Maine, commande 

of volunteer regiment of ~aState of Maine about 

the time of the Civil War, no, Spanish-American 

War. 

Records show was John Shickfo , one of early 

settlers of Eastport. He had about 4-5 sons. 

~kaxShackford Head and Shackford Street[both 

i~~~stport L_were named for the family. You live 

in the old Shackford home[southwest corner of 

Water and Shackford St.]. I've lost i% that, if 

Majorville was named for a Shackford. 

LeBaron Cooke[born in Eastport in 188J, died 

in Boston, in 19J9; he was a writer and ----- - -
li.Ye d most of his life in Boston, coming back to 

E~tport in his early and middle years,summ~rs]. 

was about 1920-25. He came here summers and spen1 

some time. Most of his time, he lived in Boston. 

This was about 1915-1920. He wrote poems that 

appeared in the Eastport Sentinel[weekly news 

Acarvi//tl 
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of Eastport, ran from 1818 to 1953-54) . He didn't 

mean DQCkanything to me, a face that went by. I 

didn't have any personal friendship with him. He 

was great pal of Cecil h~a:xGreenlaw L._a __ 

photographer of Eastport, I believe from the 1920' : 

to 19.50 's or so. He was a £ve r-y kfine photographer 

MtaocwI don't know when he died. His wife, S~, 

still lives in Eas tport.]and Will Beale[a writer 

from Eas tport of this centu ; likel died inx 
~~-...__.. 

the 1950's or so, maybe t,m&xearly 1960's. Amon 

other books he wrote, B:x \rJho Eat Up My Pe ople, 

Frontier of the Deep, and for children: Binky, 

and Seapiece.~Most can be found in East ort 

libraries]~ both of Eastport. 

~~~~~-many Cook families here. Whether 

he was one of them, I don't know. No~I don't 

know if he was born in East 

Lisadore "Izz " Fe l tenstein of East ort comes 

in and leaves qscar 's mail with him.] 

I've heard of a Caleb Huston.[a shi builder 

of Eastport who died about 1884 o so. He bui 

many fine vessels. His shi yard was at Husto ' 

Cove on the eastern 2side of Moose Island and 
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si;s. x Huston ' s Cove is on the east side of the . ,• 
bridge . ] He lived in house William E. Buck 

long XXl[lived in, later BEEX~Kaoccupied by 

Sidney FarrisL?sp] who built house next to it. - i~ - ' 
Last I knew, the house JUUtwas occupied by 

Jimmy 
Pameter[?sp] , who sold to Lowe[?sp] who works 

at the[Bayview[ garage[ on Was hington S t .. Eas~n.1-i& 

just west of the Post Office] . 

Caleb built ships in Shackford's Cove[earlier_ 
' 

~..:_ f~r Huston's Cove] by South End bridge, xi% 

right off the ~xmJacobson factory[now the 
-w..,·t> 

Argenta?'Afactory on Sea St. at the mouth of 
/ 

the cove on the north side] He had daughter, 

Hannah Huston,Mxx%iw 
- briefly. 
[Tape recorder %KRturned offA Telephone rang.] 

Hannah Huston Martin lived where Hal Beckett 

lived for years, on EBlCKllx[northeast] corner 

of ~ey and Green streets, now occupied by 

David Turner as a residence. - a Huston . 
As I recall~kim¥x~xiam was big powerful man, 

weighed 250. This was Caleb or his son. Did 

he have son[Yes, G~o~ge Husto~]. This wasn't 

George. I recall this was Caleb. 

My father, mother told me of the Hustons, how 

they built vessels in the dock1 Huston's Cove they 

called it, after Ca_leb Huston or his father. 

I recall Hannah Huston Martin, for she lived 
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where I saw her father. I don't recall any of 

Huston's relatives still alive in Eastport. I 
--~ 

may have been confused with Ge orgelHustonJ the 

son.[mistaking him fo r Caleb?] All depend on the 
~ .......... -...:-----· ~-.,__~--~ 

dates. I do recall a Huston , a shipbuilder, 

big,all muscle, prizefighter. I either mixed 

athis up with _Geo~ge, or that acwas Caleb . They 

were shipbuilders in Huston's Cove. Was way they 

pulled vessels up I recall as a kid, on the south 

bank[of the cove]. They had ungodly big house. 

[corner of ~~Key and Green Sts. or one William 
- --·---------

E .Buck lived in?] 

I couldn't tell you about ship they built, 

the GrayFeather. 

Have you looked in lWilliam Kilbv ' s] History 

of Eastport[ and Passamaq~oddy, 1888)?[Yes I have - -
but _not much there] [I ask if Qa car knows anyone 

or their parents 
~iving in Eastport whoAmay have been associated 

0222 with the Hustonsl Hal HBeckett lived in house he 

' 

7 · -

bought from -~8:l'lr11:!._~ . }{-µ_~!()!l Marti11, Mrs. Charles 

E. Martin. 

I've only heard of a V~-~Treat in connection 

with Treat's Islandlan island l ying between 

" Eastport, Moose Island to the nort h and Lube c, 
1,. 

f; 

Maine t o the Hrm+ ] 

I recall Dou~al Andersoni tall, :.tillthinK, 

1afragile looking, sort of humpbacked, with 

little pointed moustaSche. 
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xabcsoft hat, and xxaxxxxi:amls teel rimmed glasses, 

spectaBcles they «called them. Good fellow, very 

quiet, c*1f spoken.I've never heard story of 

Dougal painting on South End bri~; sophisticated 

lady 1UCfrom Boston Rperhaps came and looked 

at his 111Work1 and she said he should gtego to 

the art school in Beston, for he was talented; 

to which Dougal replied, he couldn't for he 

taught at the school for two years. 

Fire of 1886 at Eastport started in fish 

plant where Jacobson plantlthE! _ h,;-,g~!-l-~~J.1'~{J_~E.) 

plant] now is[ on ~Kax5txxthe southern end of 

Sea St.]~ cion' t know whether fish they were 
6( 

smoking caught fire or not. My father said it 

[the fire] aqo.aswept up the whole length[ of -
Water St.=_l and stopped at Johnny RkKPike 's house 

where John Grad lives now[northwest corner 

of Adams and Water Sts.]. Swept whole length 
~ = ~ 

through there. They had inadequate fire fighting 

equipment. When it(the fire] stuck factories 

xma«s6aked with~ fish oil, there was no stopping 

it. They xxz«xxildtried to keep it on the water 

side, so it wouldn't spread up this iUl:s:way[to 

the west of Water St· where most of the residence 

of the central part of town are.] 

My mother said how near this house they came 

up and filled the yards with goods from houses 

near water St. She said it was devilish for , 
) c: u -Wi E. nc: 

-g_~)-1'() 
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other people KDUtstole them [ the goods ] You'd 
magmnahogany 

bring your favorite ~makagam~ table from Water 
up 

St. houseAin her yard here. She'd notice that it 

would be gone pretty quick. Just disappear. Some 
devils 
mlDCIU had seen it and walked off with it. Everyone 

else running to watch fire, getting their stuff 

together. 
They 
R~stopped fire at Adams street where are 

fewKX houses and they could handle it[the fire.] 

On Water St., where [buil8ings] close together-­

those factories--they couldn't stop it, x%spread 

too fast from one to the other. 

In Public Library[in Eastport] is picture 

of Passamaquoddy House, big hotel.[Hotel stood 

on site of the present Peavey Library, burned in 
Key 

· the Fire of 1886. Northwest corner of ~KJC and 

Water Sts.] After hotel burned down, the steamshi 

company that owned it wouldn't rebuild it because 

the railroad was coming in and ruining their 

patronage. In old days, farmers had to drive in 

with their horses, and put up at Passamaquoddy 

House, and take the boat--river boat take them 

to Calais, Maine1 bcxsteamer--larger boat would 

take them to St. John.[New BrunswickJ, or Portlanc -
or Boston, or New York. That was their[hotel's] 

business. When boats returned, they'd go in there 

~hotel] and get word up to their relatives in 

Perry, or Pembroke[both of Maine] to get them. 
fl(r~ &,-:, /-ori _ E ) I · ' + 
r:? b J i\/.qv..> >G1 t(,'L lo.lo.is 
f ~lAA ,-uh ? ~ +J 1 ''1 r-.... :/ -

0
), f o I C, YI C:· .,, c3 
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Have to hang about %here~no telephone, til 

they came. When railroad came, wiped out all this; 

so they wouldn't rebuild the .Rauaum:Cll'assamaquoddy 
[the land?] 

Houses aThey gave i t Ato group of citizens. Peavey 

built the library[Peavey Memorial Library]. He 
-=---~-·-· ~·~~~~\~ 

~~---said we'd give you the library~if you find the 

lot. They got lot from steamship company ___ _ 

lot. 
older 

I never heard story ofAwoman knitting by 
Key 

window in house across"stre~ from present library 
site of 

[ then the~Passamaq¥oddy Hotel. Ho~se would be 
····-- K K 

southwest wmrllJlKcorner of K:qcxamiKey and Water Sts 

through the fire of 1886wkwhich burned the nearby 

Passamiquoddy Hotel. [house I think was once 

called the Kelly house, was once a boarding house 

as well I believe] 
,; I didn't know the Kell s 

lived in the house. As far back as I recall it 

was Sbiels [who lived in tre kmcKhouse] Catherine 

[?sp] Shiels axowned house about 1900. I don't 

know who owned it before that, perhaps Kellys. 

Biggest change of waterfront between earliest 

I can recall and now, was waterfront was continuot 

string of wharves, and passageways %kleading from 

wharf to wharf. You didn't have to come up to 
Whal 

1Jtk%KKXWater St. You could start where Jacobson f\ 

or Clark wharf is[southern end of Sea St. Clark -
had a large aECiJmsardine ~factcry there. 
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I believe Jacobso:n: is now the ~~::r;'gf3.J.:l~aW. ( ?sn) 
... •I ........... .._,. ~- • ~n - • ' • 

plant] and awalk on alleyways or right of ways -
to get bcmfrom wharf to :fwharf, up to where go 

down to breakwater now. You can't seew any of 

them[now]. They were behind the Wilbor Theater 

[on east side of Water 3t., near Boynton St., now 

in the process of being taken down], back of 

the Pike and Kilby Store, the Atwood Store, those 

stores there[running south from Theater on east 
ti auwu oaCK 01 wnat was 

side of Water St.], B~~/\the Cherry store, 
~--~ 

the Jack Frost store[both gone],way ammkx&back 

down to Xk%the Hefferon KXJIDC[?sp] store[I'm not 

sure where this was, but JllllCk11Perhaps near Bank 

Square where Sea, Water and Dana Sts. meet, for 

x~ stores Oscar mentions up to now have been i 
Went 

their order south of the Wilbor theater.] j\Across 

there, was the Mabee wharf, down to the M~" lliken 
went on \ c\'NS' ') '!\~ _ 

wharf, ~to the Paine wharf, )IU(Jd:;~ 

can company[American Can Qomnany :pJ,ant on_ no_r th_ 

end of Sea St., now the MECUsed and owned by the 

MzMearl Corp.] or the Mearl ~Corp., then tcame 

to steamship wharf[w~s on Sea St., just south of 

can plant], then came to sardine factories. They 

were all together, continuous. As time went, &cos· 

to keep up wharves, ~they'd drop away. If 

not enough patronage, they let them dvu'f her 

down. 

Old railroad wharf[gncSea_S.t .. JD:] kept up for r.p 
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The business activity[then] was very active. 

Everything came by boat, that was method of 

~~ad.xx transportation. Everyone had own 

small sailboat. Indians always came down in canoe 

You'd look down the dock, Xka)U~there'd be 

15-20 canoes. Never seen now. There'd be aKi: 

5-10 sailboats moored alongside one another. Every 

041) thing was by boats. Fellow would take your 

breath away, and say he rowed over from Campobellc 

Island[New Brunswick] this morning1 row over in 

dory or dinghy do his amshopping or something. 

Then Eastport was the banking center. No bank 

at Deer, Campobello, or Grand Manan IslandsLNew 

Brunswick]. ~kisEastport was end of railroad for 

that periodJI. Everything came in here, by railroa< 

the heavy stuff; and they[Canadian islanders 
in their boats 

come overA~ and pick it m:rirup, and take it--

even came down from Connor Brothers[in Blacks 

Harbour, N~runswick, a fish packing company. 

Blacks Harbour was and still town 

due to Connors Brothers.] to buy a car; come down 

from Lepreau[New Brunswick] and that section. 

It waa hand lnbor[then] ~astport was a 

[major?] depot :fxfor the area, the islands. I 

worked when in high school, summers in the local 

bank' the Frontier National Bank where the 

Merril[? s ] Trust Bank is mm.owlcorner of D 
lk.e1 L LD E_ti :. Ip ~, I 

l)l.c /! ;k,i_ ,- Gr 1 I )i«nkH1 0"f'r<2 v. A/13 
NB ( ( /1.t~·b~ /Ir. ~ j)),1 
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and Water Sts. ] They had more KllUUi:Canadian money 

there than American, had more canadian customers 

than american. Fellows from Lepreau, Deer Island, 

Grand Manan, St. George[all in New Brunswick] £ ~· ~ '1 Q.(~~~· ~rn~" -•W" >~o-, ,_-, ,,,_ , , . ... -~-~ 

Half the people in Eastport were canadian, theJ 

came over here. About 1922, I noticed federal law 

was being passed, which increased difficulty in 

becoming American citiaen. Prominent John R ~ 

Holmes , owner iiitxznanager of the E. A. Holmes 

Packing Co.[in Eastport], which later mabecame 

the Holmes Packing Co. of Mose Pike[Mose Pi Jse 

ran the Holmes Packing Co. sardine factory near -
the Eastport breakwater until last year or so, - -------· ~~-~---- -----·--- . . ·-·· .. ----- -·------
when he sold out to Zapata, a Texas based 

conglomerate] He and I and a third fellow, 
rounded 

went about, and xamuui 100 canadian lumborn 

citizens of Eastport, who had never been 

naturalized, to get them naturalized. Likely 

could have picked ~out 200, but 100 enougb, 

Jack would take them over by carload, and other 

member of committe9e who I forget would also. 

The clerk ran out of applications. More applicatj 

he had in that month--I noticed the legal fonns 
on 

that came in, !f;ay, the first of July, 1922 

the naturalization requirements were to be awful] 

increased to become American citizen. 
~411 
~ then, only had to show in court with some 

Gr._ ncl/,fr<n:;nlM £~ s./porf-
SI Q.l'"?Q 11,'fi L 'f,. •:..•: J</fi. 
{ e/J.,~ I v._,, r /. Iv fJ 
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witnesses who swore you were good man and woul d 

make good citizen. They'd ask you a few questions: 

Ever read the Constitution?, you were to say yes 1 

Who's president? Abe Lincoln; Who's your 

congressman, vice-president, governor? You know 

all there is to know about American government, 

stick up your hand, you forgo allegiance to the 

King, Queen or whoever you were--canadian-- and 

become American citizen. 

We got 100 living here that never bothered 

because of red tape or didn't know how to do it 

[become naturalized American Citizen. ] HThis 

was likely in July, 1924-25 or so. 

[End of Side One] 

l Be ginrii~~ _ ?f __ ? i de; Two ] 

OOJO Discount on canadian money then after war[World 

War one I think ] made hard for canadians to do 

business in U.S. [CanadianB] money dropped to 
cents -:;:Tv--- fo f 

below 80~K~ -~~ - - ~----v--- -- A· ~K American dolla~ 
5 percent xxx 
~~iamutDominion of ~z:miCanada government bond coul 

be mmic%kmic%bought for $800. My «:miuncle bought 

25 of them, held them say ten years, ~J,_ ~ vc i·o_lCo J_ 
they paid him $1050 for each. In meantime, they 

paid %him 5 percent interest. This perhaps was 

turning point; then started small banks at Deer 

S~I sland or liV ilson' s Beach[ on Campobello Island J. 
' 

or Grand Manan Island. 
herelii~~art?J When they[canadians] came A-;., I they d 

sell their fish to the factori~s[at EastportO. · 
E<hfrrf- ' 1>c~?; - J;-f:~1;/ ~t)r/s.,~s f&c.c4 G..U1po£e //a Js-, G-c;r1u,-llo 
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Then, mostly canadian fish brought to American 

factories. Had 11 sardine factories[at Eastport]. 

They'd[the canadians] expected to get their check, 

«aK%cash it at the bank, spend · ~lA , load it 

"' on boat. They never aa2axdeclared it[to Canadian 

customs]. They took it HBDE!l(home. 

Big discount[on ~aautcanadian money] was migthe 

break.[in canadian trade with Eastport]. Forced 

Canadians to xtrade more at home. and they started 

their own banks. About then, the auto became such 

axso that they could truck in things. by cars; 

rather than ~xxaixxwamxhave to have xix&x it come 

ixon the railroad, go out here[at the Eastport 

railroad station between the xmc:.tkll:xR.XIDUix western 

ends of bta~x.aiKey and Washington Sts.]and pick it 
' . 
up, take it to boat. If Grand Manan fellow bought 

seine, he 'd buy in Boston, have it sent to East 

port. They'd[Eastport railroad station?] notify 

him. sHe'd go to Frontier National bank[now the 

Merrill Trust bankJJ; in Eastport] and get bill wx 
---~··· ~-~.u..J_ ... _,_____.,,...__. __ -'--.:_...-~-.-.C-- ·-------- .• ..: •• :::.· .... ~ .... =----- ...... -~-

of sale or bill of laden for railroad to get his 

seine. He'd pay at bank 6-700 dollars for seine 

get bill of sale which he'd take to railroad and 

ask them for his seine; put xaai t[ seine] on hors 

drawn truck, take it to his boat and take it bac 

and put k it on his weir. This was profitable 

an 

e 

k 

business for bt&local bankx~s?], and was basis f oz 

b >IA' I 
c_- "V1' I~ c.>1(;. "? 

&J~, 

getting Geine. 
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The Linen Thread Company sold 9 of 10 of these 

seines of marlin or different nets. Fish were 

plentiful but cheap. 

Seacoast Packing Co. bought factories here 

to get control of them.[The Seacoast Packing, 

earlier known as the Continental Packing !ihlaCo. 

was initially one of two sardine combines, the 

other the Standard Sardine Co. I believe. The 

Seacoast began in 1899, the same year the Standard 

did. In 1900, the Seacoast Packing g;ca±gained 

control of the Standard, and ran until 1903. 

At this time , the Seacoast Cannine Co. boueht 

many of the Seacoast ~acking Co.'s factories, 

with many of the remainder gaisold back to the 

original owners before 1899 . The Seacoast Canning 

ran 6 factories in Eas tport until I believe 

192J when their stock was transferred to largely 

L~bes , Maine interests. x The above is as znear 

correct as I know a t this time] Fellow, R.J . 

..McKillick [£.; I think his last name was Killick ] . 
came and bought the Holmes, Clark, McCullough, 

Capen plants, put them in the Seacoast Canning 

co.tndilac%4x%.kKXDtmdimmbh111XxX%amta:xau,no, 

the first was the Seacoast Packing Co.[~itially 

the Continental]. For awhile it went along, but 

had financial troubles, reorganized, became the 

Seacoast Canning Co. They controlled 'l-8 factoriE 

-here and one in Robbins ton, Maine. j~iiil~~--~ 
I . 1 b;_~ 'f"r-f 

/oJJ1/?S;;i1 
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All the many f~sh in St. Andrews Bay[the upper 

part of Passamaquoddy Bay, with St. Andrews, 

New Brunswick nearby ]were taken to Robbinston. 

Seacoast Canning JU[XK m:ig dominated sardine 

plants. 

The old owners took money, waited 4-5 years 

and started up again, competing with Seacoast 

Canning Co. Once, the seacoast controlled all 

the factories in Eastport. But as I said, like 

cutting a tree down, the sprouts start allmt%up 

aboutT-They bought all the factoriesT-either 

because law ~xaki1ti:%Ei:that they[the Seacoast] 
t 

I 

couldn't prohibi~P.~Ople from going into business, 
(.,,. - - - - . - - _..........,.. ~ -

or that they[the new factories] were restricted 
' -

for 5 years before they did[begin again]. They 
; 

all went back in business, some smoked or cured 

herring, but all eventually went back into sardine 

I never heard of Seacoast buying factories, 

then not running them, just to keep them out of 

business. Dominant factor in :ESeaCoast was Dudley 

Food brokerage firm in New York City. They were 

the nationwide distributors of sardines. The 

0125 name was like H. J, Dudley , I've lost name. They 

were the fellows that financed. They had say 
they 

McCullough[person %Hat% bought Eastport sardine 

factory from] here ah~~ man. They'd try 

successful managers to operate it [ their sardine .. ' . -
.factories ]

1 I . r· 
They[Qudleyx and? SeaQoast] were 

- ·ea.s~,..~ J/ ~,1Jrrl ~ &<f 
AL . .J k'rlC,{ sl- Arxlr. w J./l> 

"J r. "'' ,.... . 6. "'\ 3 
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accountants, knew little of fish1 when fish were 

good or bad, when to pack or not. They had to 

rely on local fellows. 

They tried bad things, like a can with its 

cover scored. l ?J Idea was to punch it with nail 

and open it up. After they got can packed, you'd 

print them and they'd leak.or air would get at thei 

Tin not uniform enough, so when they cutEthem 

ti[the can's coversJ all around, some would punch _ .. _ ... ; ..... · ruaJfiaxux · 
holes. ~iuQcxi:ms:.txmrhhxuba:txSeaCoast lost awful 

cost them xkmcsxmixhundreds of thousands of dollar 

with mistakes like that. 

They had retort sisystem. They'd take fish, 

put them in cans, cix~drop them in steel retorts, 

pu t steam pressure on them[the packed cans] of 

about JOO degrees. The cans exploded unable to 

stand[the p~~ssure] or water got in them. They los 

hundreds of thousandJ~n that, besides the cost 

of costly[retorts], the size of that safe,[Oscar_ 
• ----=----O' · . ,_,_:,:o L't-J.;==<r.,.; 

points to safe in room. I didn't note size, &i:ax 

raxax:sxxxfxaxsaa I would guess about J 1/2 feet _ 

high and 2 1/2 feet wide]with steam pipes going 

out. They'd &put in 1000 cans, put on pressure, 

they'd[cans] swell up, seams[of cans] couldn't 

stand pressure. 

By time they got it regulated--put instead 

of 1000 pounds, JOO plus pounds and cooked fish 

with out popping them[the mgmpacked cans] open 
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and nearly round--they lost hundreds of thousands 

[of dollars]. They didn't have practical men. 

Once they bought say 1000 tons of low grade 

coal from MRMinto[in NewBrunswick?], one of the 

Canadian coal mines. Hard in factories to get 

steam high as they wa%wanted ma.bilburning this 

&aatcoal1 like trying to get high pressure steam 
1000 tons of 

out of mud. f\S oft coal delived to Eastport was got 

cheap, say three dollars~per ton?] High grade 

Pennsylvania coal might cost them 8 dollars[per ~ 

ton?] Great buy[was soft coal], but not any good 

to them. 

Market collapsed after end of War[Woftl War 

One I think]. MmiMany made mistake of holding 

sardine cans. It cost them say $2.50. They refused 

to sell them at $2.25, they'd wait until it[the -
market price] got ~back; held them 2-J years payir 

interest on them. They had to sell them cheap for 

were old sardines, xaa«ksoaked them in oil. They 

bankrupted 4-5 packers. That's what drove them ou1 

Seacoast was going to operate factories 

[that they bought] efficiently. They[fmner sardinE 

factory owners ] kept agreement[with Seacoast] ..__ -

not to pack fish ~axin competition for about five 

Ja(Years, when they went back in business. SeaCoas~ 

was g••txa%good at bookkeeping, financing, sales, 

but littl•knew little of packing aaxriXmacthe actu~ 

sardines, That was there weakness. People coming 
!?17/}5Ljltf;)//t!... ' Jvf 1)7 k, ~ 

I Eas~o.·-f 
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in here now--the ~Japanese--on the contrary, 

will know of science of fish in addition to knowin 

0208 how to sell and distribule it.[I'm not SY:nl~-

.. 

Oscar refers to. There have been .rumors of Japanes 

exporting sea urchin roe from the Eas tport area. 

A Texas based finn, ~~z,zrtzapata(?sp) recently 

bought and is now operating the Holmes Packing 

Co. of Eastport,(fUCpacked sardines)] 

Fellow here knew how to pack, but didn't 
not a salesman. 

know how to «sell it to the West "i. That was great 

weakness of the independent plant. He might be 

hard headed businessman: pay his discount, buy 

oil cheaptby cashliby big amoun§s. But he wouldn't 

know how to sell after he got them packed. 

Uv1 \ Holmes lives on Washington St. [Eastport]. 

opposite the Mabee house[not sure where this house 

is on Washington St., but I believe it is a bit 

west of the Post Office. but before the w~shin.Q'trm. 

Street Baptist Church, on the south side of the 
I ' ve forgotten 

street.] that xilllx:ruci;xx~xK who lives in now. 

Holmes had a factory by present breakwaterT-Tom 

Holmes--and he sold land and wharf factory was 

on to I'm not sure who. He sold later to Andrew 

Clark [He ran a large factory in Eas tport for quite 

some time.] Before this, he may sold it to the 

XRaditmx:.tSeaCoast. They bought his factory, his 

wharf and his , but not his right of way. 

You know where go.t to breakwater, \~h Water 

StreetL 'r~r~ is a short r oad between ~J~ter St , and 
Ea~-~o. f :fe~c. 1 

' ' 
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the breakwater. I think Oscar means that Holmes 

kep t control of ;the right of 1nct way from wi'Jater 

st. to the fac t orv . ] They were held up. 

This had nothing to do with operating the 

factory, they could bring fish in by water1 but if 

he raised the question, you're going across my 

land, ~ 'l"'\(i \9 your -~v-r~M-0 __ ,.., ___ -"people, and 

[Sardine cans until about 1900 or so were still 

made by hand using solderJ such. Found that they 

didn't have any right to cross his--they hadn't 

bought a right of way~--------· They 

had some settlement, had a lawsuit over it. They 

had to pay him for him to mculmnake an adjustment. 

All the factories had their machines--Max Am 

was a Connecticut company that made can making 

macKkilllmnachine. They[the sardine factories?] 

rented from the Max Am people, ~kand they sent 

their man up to keep machines operating. It was 

a case of we rentiRg machine and agree to keep it 

operating. vvere only two: one the Sanitary Can 

and the~ other, Max Am. They brought up and instal 

led can making and closing machines. Previously 

they hand soldered the cover•« on.[~his stopped 

from about 1904 to about 191 a I tl:link ] This had 

machine that xal:clapped t can on[Oscar imitates 

sound. I think he meant clapped cover on can]. 

automatically put solder about it, and pressed it 

on. The Seacoast likely brought machines
1
in[first 

· Co111JPC +1( t. r---
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.into sardine factoriesJ . But they weren 't the 
ii 

sole ones. The best can ~~( was worked out 

earlier by Stubbv Holmes 1 Loring E. Holmes of 

Robbinston, who had sardine factory, called the 

Holmes Company in Robbinston[Maine]. He had 
su ccessful ~ 

firstAcan xaxk:Xxwkwasher before other factories. 

One of the great things, the manager of the 

Seacoast about 1925-JO was H. Ernest Nicholas. 

He was in California and wsaw the endless conveyor 

belts, brought the £XDtxfruit along, with women 

on either side standing, picking out bad fruit, or 

rocks, SJL_it went to canneries. 

He brought this back, had it patented. vve 

worked out; the conveyor belt was used by all the 

factories. This mRbig step forward. I asxxxx~.ax 

attorney went about collecting from local factorie 

he had it patented--Lubec factories, along the 

coast, a fee for the right to use his patented-­

[conveyor belt]. It's nothing but series of 

conveyor belts. Fish come here, they dump kxtt 

broken fish in one below it. Down below cans run 

on belt;with automamic trip that stops them so 

can always have fish and cans in front of you. 

Earlier fellows pushed tables the size of 

that aRKXdesk[sabout J ft. high, 4 ft. long and 

J ft. wide8. Os car refers to de s k in the room ] 
~· r 

covered with flakes; was a rack. Think of muscula 

fellow puoming the great wheels, pushing, them
1 

/J ;/,h ~m Ion 
(lj1ln;~1:.... 

/_ ui.e C 
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about floor, wo rking hard ; aTI TishL1·1sh wouid 

be on flakes which would be on racks on this 

"table like" hand pushed cart.]. He'd grab rack 

and give it to ¥YOU who were packing fish. You'd 

pick fish off rack. 

Now they've ~~~~~carrier belt system, 

for it concentrated xkxthe--instead of fish xbeing 

all about and dropping on floor--. They[thc Sea- . 

C9ast] irtdid make many innovations. These men 

[l_,9cal factorjKa operators] mostly hadn't been 

to California and seen new ideas. But some of 

their[t~e Seacoast's] Rinnovations were disasterouf 

Soft coal they used was like xsand. They needed 

high voltage coal %k2Q[that had much heat units in 

it, not lot of dirt or sulfur."t~[;Jthey were better 

they'd buy carload of oil. Other fellows would 

get together--• three of them would buy carload, 

they'd mcxbuy it scheap, they knew how to buy it 

They[the 5tax~axsxlocal owners not the Seacoast] 

were bett~r on purchasing ~~n selling. 

After the [first world?] war arrl the depressio 

the sardine men got together and formed the Maine 

Cooperative Sardine Company. The main• idea« was 

that all local factories would sell their pack onl 

to this Cooperative. The weakness was in the 
. 

selling, the distribution.Lreason for cooperative. 

Theylfactories] were all given a quota, for they 

didn't want them to pack a millicn. If half a 
CJ /~r/7ll'--
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million, they thought they could sell at higher 

price and make more mmoney. The big factories %ka~ 

gaclCllxax.im:tiim:fxcpcm%a~ ~ <t., V~ "6 ~~ --1 ike 

Andrew Clark [ he had large sardine factory on 

southern end of ~e~ ~ t ~~~+~n~+ ] they'd give 

a quota of 100,000 cases. Small factories like 

Holmes or R.iaKmBlanchardlboth of Eastport] would 

get quota of 50-60,000. Smaller factories like 

M.C. Holmes or MacNichol Packing c orJV}ny~both 
of Eastport] would likely get 25-J5,000. 

They wall plltKkllmxa.i.&%xmi'..xRixkwent to work and 

they packed alot of fish. Andrew Clark was a shrewc 
company 

he owned the L.D. Clark sardine ~ag%mx~ the larges· 
factory 

[sardine factory in the wm.imworld] Jf\. ; down where 

Jacobsonl now Argenta , on southern end of Sea St., 
-

Eastport] now is. He knew his economics. He'd wait ----
to August when fish most plentiful and therefore 

0407 he'd buy them &kKalqlcheaper. He'd work his crew 

from 6 o•clock in morning to midnight during Augus 

and he'd pack his 100,000. [He'd]drive them [ the 
- with < 

workers]. Workers liked long days, f\..money coming 

in, making;[money] every days lot of money. They 

nearly killed themselves in August. They'd &.iaclea 

up. 

He'd pack some in April or May if fish were 

plentiful. He was shrewed, and knew that zax:tcash 

would buy many things, like fish,. He hadn't 

packed many,[§ardines]. Ev~_ryone else rush~d in 
• /!c;._ sfj>N-f 
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and packed their J5, 40, or 50 thousand.[_T_h_e~~ 

legal beginning of the sardine packing season 

used to start I think on April 15th]. They got -
worried. When Andrew in August gets to pack his 

100,000 they said, what's to happen. The markets i~ 

about plugged now, we have so many axsardines 

packed. 
One fellow 

They had a meeting. ACalled me the undertaker. 

[I?]_ went down and they were there debating it. 

xfXJtkmixlO(x1um:biKttxpazk•xxmuua.Finally, someone 

made motion, that if Andrew wouldn't pack--I think 

he ahad another 2~25 thousand[aadi:axxxi:xtkblkjx 

zmd:mgxtmxkim• or 50 thousand cases coming to 

him--kocK.ax one hundred cans to the case-- that he 

hadn't packedlll--they'd pay him I think 25 thousand 

vve gdrew up the agreement. He [Andrew Cl~rk] got 

the check affor not packing it~his xaaremainin~ 

portion of his su o~a he'd hadn't as yet pa cked ] 

It didn't produce overflooding the market with 

axxa:xsardines. S? they _ al~ would get itla good , 

price for their s a rdines ?] 

They were always arguing. The main thing was 

that everyone wanted a larger apcatquota; always 

fighting. Finally the federal governem~ came dowr 

and said, what are you doing; you've got a trust, 

a monopoly here, cut that out. utall\llle'll[the 
- - · -- .. . j!...- ····· .. I,.. - r-

f'ed,~raJ. goverqment) ~ive _ )'OU a warning, you wind 

th~ thing[8ooperativ~] up, or next year you start 
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this co-op: controlling pri ces and sacsuch--. 

They'd[the cooperative?] wind:xsay to the fishermen 

ten dollars a hogshead. In old days, a fellow 

could shop, fish.~~~~~~~~~· If you had 

order for 10,oooa cases from broker in Missouri, 
-

or Arizona, and you wanted the fish, you were 

willing to pay 15 or 20 or JO[dollars] for them 

[a hogsheadJ, to complete your mXK2aorder. In 

monopoly, [they'd say] ten dollars is the price 

for fish. Fishermen couldn't get anymore than ten 

[dollars]. They[the fishermen] kicked, they'd 

didn't want co-op. The brokers didn't want it 

[the cooperative]. 

In old days, brokers[~ould say] how much 

your ~±prices? 2.75, [They'd] call up another, 

[and sayO I can get from MacNichol f 2.75 where 

Blanchard would say I'll give you 2.70. He'd call 

up oc Holmes, [and say] I can get them for 2.75 

from MacNicRol, 2.70 from Blanchard, how about 

2.65. Alright if you take ___ --. 
they 

In this thing[cooperative] ±k;QC had one 
1-Qd 

fellow . • Flana~an[ ?sp], the manager of the Maine 

cooperative. He was good saleman, and he'd[say] 

the price is three and a half[dolJalrs] TheyXB 

couldn't buy them anywheres welse, [for] was 

. 

a monopoly. They cleaned up for--it lasted about 

2-3 years. Then government got wise to it. It 

was effecting the fishermen ,~~~ 
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1·1she rmen. :::s ame as ~nia:x -~ ""nr;a: 

oil. I don't know if they bought their main supply 

of oil and controlled the price of oil for %kK~ 

aladiffe~t factories --that is I don't recall if 

they[ the coonerative ] bought a carload of oil 
distributed 

and then.f\z:m.ta it to the factories all at the 

amsame ~price or not. They had it controlled 

tightly. They were the only people you could sell 

them[to]--they all agreed to sell them to no one 

else. You couldn't buy any sardines[~xcept from 

cooperative.] 
./ 

[End BKOf Side Two] 



NORTHEAST ARCHIVES OF FOLKLORE AND ORAL HISTORY 
South Stevens Hall 
University of Maine 
Orono, Maine 04469 

1.1730Z9 

A(l0/31/79) 

In consideration of the work the Northeast Archives of 
Folklore and Oral Hi~tory is doing to collect and preserve 
material of value for the study of ways of life past and 
present in the New England-Maritimes area, I would like to 
deposit with them for their use the items represented by the 
accession number given below. 

This tape or tapes and the accompanying transcript are the 
result of one or more recorded, voluntary interviews with me. 
Any reader should bear in mind that he is reading a transcript 
of my spoken, not my written word and that the tape, not the 
transcript, is the primary document. 

It is understood that the Northeast Archives of Folklore 
and Oral History will, at the discretion of the Director, 
allow qualified scholars to listen to the tapes and read the 
transcript and use them in connection with their research or 
for other educational purposes of a university. It is further 
understood no copies of the tapes or transcript will be made 
and nothing may be used from them in any published form without 
the written permission of the Dire~ 

Signed~M ('. /tt!afw. 
oate: k"'bA e l lf:/t!ftf 

Understood and Agreed to: ( "" 
/ 

Interviewer: "Jhfi JZ:·~~J\ Date; ~· 15, }'f~ 

Accession number: 



Interviewer's tape no.: OW .2A 

Interviewer: Hugh T. French 

Interviewee: Oscar Whalen 

1493 1 
NAFOH Accession no.: 1373030 
Address: 16 Water St., Eastport, Maine 046J1 

Address: Key St. .!Eastport, Maine 

Place of interview: Oscar's home Date: June 25, 1980 
on Key St., Eastport, Me. 

Other people present: Oscar's secretary and Mr. Hal Beckett briefly. 

Equipment used: Channel Master Cassette Model PC6765A 
" .A-' ,., ,, 

Tape: Brand: --~ Size reel: / I mil/1.5 mil Speed: 3~ J; 6 

Cassette: Brand: Q1:mur:dConcerta}Je 

Amount of tape used: (Side I): all 

<.i~/C-60/G-xXG: 

(Side 2): all 

Brief description of contents: tti:x:mia:uxx:.tMos t all on Eastport 1 sardine factory 

nicknames, place names, history of sardine industry, ~astport art school, 
stories, Sea Coast Canning Com., Maine ~axxnSardine Cooperative, 
~astport waterfont about 1900-1920: conditions and its life, freezing 
herring, prediction on Moose Island. 

Index NAFOH Int. Catalog 

[Be~inning of Si de One] 

[Introductory Remarks] 

[Typing noise in background is that of 

Oscar's Secretary] 

0028 The factory with nickname the "Burnham" was 

in North End of Eastport. I couldn't say if 

it was by lSeaCoast factories] numbers 4 and 5, 

[located on 'K3ea Street at about e:the foot of 

the east :mend of ~x0hackford St. I believe 

the factories burned about 1920 or so.] I never 

heard of a factory with the nickname of "Puffin' 

Pig," or "Squehing Pig", "The Shovel", or 

"The Forty Seven". 

The McCullough factory was by where Deer 

Islandlsummer] ferry landing is.[in the xcove 

where the Cannery Restaurant is - now. Near east 
;VorM E.11c) J . 
J) · I I .J"°"fc..n 
6 TJ'orf 
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ena. 01 ~1.Lson .:::>'t . J Jonn IVJCl.;Ul.l.ough was one o.r 

leading characters there. The factory was not 

near where Holmes Packing now is[now a division 

of Port Clyde ~K&iR~packing &mK~xcompany, 

and controlled by the Texas based firm, ~Zapata. 

Located a bit north of the ~astport breakwater.] 

Eben Holmes started that[the Holmes Packing 

&11mfactory just mentioned, I think] a few days 

ago, about t~,1900, the Holmes factory. 

I don't recall MzMcCullough factory as much 

as talking about it. Martin and McCullough factory 

was by ferry landing. 

I never heard of facto/JrJ nickname of "The 

Old Lady's Home" or "The moonface". I don't 
factories. 

recall any nicknames of fazim:JQC. I Rknew them 

as Clark factory[this had the nickname of"the 

.:)hovel"], GtiaBlanchard factory, Holmes factory, 

[Seacoast factory] No. 4 and 5, the Capen :fzfactor 

the Morris Holmes factory,. I aiaxnever worked 

in Lsardine]factory and hence didn't know bl&ai 

nickname workers may have given to factory. 
in the winter 

I never heard ofAspreading kKxiherring on 

the fields, wharves, or Bank Square [where Dana, 

vvater, and Sea Sts. intersect], freezing them 

for the frozen herring trade, and shipping them 
to 

imxS:iRM&Kxiaxxmx Boston, or Gloucester boats woulc 

come for it for bait.[the frozen herring trade 

was active in Eastport from about 1860 or so to 
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to about the 1890 ' s. j 

I never heard of factory workers or weirmen 

being paid out of groceries of £«factory owners 

stores[in Eastport]. Only heard of this over 

in Connor~· Brothers factory in Blacks Harbour. 

~New Brunswick]. They had big store. Workers free --" · · ----air - __ , 
to getAgroceries, supplies at store, at end of 

week they were xilucky if they were even. Capen 

[factory] in North xitx~nd, Eastport; the Sea - .... - - -----:..- -- - __ _.._....__ 

Coast [Canning or Packing Co.?], Blanchard[factory 

[all in Eastport] didn't have any stores. 
Tifa t 
~kix was alright in Canada. In Black's 

Harbour, they used to call them Connors' slaves 

for they could get at general store all groceries 

~~~~~~~~~~• they[the stor'J-~ gave them 
.:earned working 

credit each week for what they EIJU2aAin £aafactory 

'rhey[ Connors ] still run in Black's Harbour a 
~ 

~tThb»< ~ store , the outstanding institution 

in storel11_besides factory. 

LEastport factories] did rent them[workers] 

houses and take[reni~ out of kxtheir pay. Most 

factories had little shacks. The Seacoast had 

2-J locations: one by rail~ %.:track at J outherr 

~nd[near the northeast corner of Huston's Cove --- ~_____., 

along railroad tractks I believe], and one in 
< 

North End. Called onelgroup of shacks] Bingville 

[this was a row of camps owned by Seacoas t runnin~ 

south from about the eastern end , ~~j· ew:i=lll:iiiD!!e:'Ji!f'-

/1.htM E;;/ Bk (k Miri()t y 
!/ A~k11s (;,; . 6'117 y1 /Je ( & ~t;:. 
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south s i de of Customs Street in South ~nd ]. I 

don't know what they called other crowd[of shacks] 

They had nicknames for those two groups,N;were 

three groups of camps owned by Seacoast] I 

don't know kxwhow name,"Bingville" came about. 

0117 I don't recall Blanchard's factory having 

houses or camps and renting them outlto workers]. 

[Blanchard's factory was located on east end 

of ~axaWarren St., it burned about 1928]. Only 

factory I would associate camps with was Seacoast. 

I recall people from Campobello or atDeer Islan 

[New Brunswick] Rxaoften rowing to here to shop. - -
·r had old man , Thaddeu~[ ? sp] Calder, of Campobellc 

who'd row across to see me about his brother's 

estate, and row back. He was 65-70 xka~xyears old 

"then. I don't know of any fellow rowing mcxover 

from Campobef lo or Deer Islands xto work in 

-factories[bere], but I wouldn't Rknow. Hughie 
L 

Chaffee[of Eastport], who lived on Deer Island, 
, .(.f\S\°'\~_u.t 

might know from =i }' i \w , someoneArowed over. 

1!Jere never shacks or :.tatents on the wharves 

[here]. 

I never heard of myth or superstition that 

Eastport is to burn four times and it has already 

burned J times. I never heard of dream[I called_ 

it superstition] that underneath Moose Island~on~ 

which Eastport is located] was like catacombs. 

I never heard of 
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was to cave in.[I mention perhaps in the f910's 

or 1920's] I never heard of some Eastporters - - ----
mxmoving off Moose Island the weekend that the 

island was predicted to cave in. 

I saw in my office out here x on file, a 

map of Majorville. It spoke of land of Shackford , 

as if it referred to a Major Shackford. It was 

west of Broadway[street in Eastport] with lots 

there all divided up. [Oscar asks if I'd like 
a-

to see it. I say I would at the end of the inter­

view] 

The Eastport Art xzkmxSchoolfwas locateg$in 
• _ "7V 0

• = 

0 B?Yil'ton 
present City Hall[southwe s t corner of R..aQc%am and ,__ 

High Sts.], the old Boynton High School. It[the 
-

school] was by George Pearce[?sp] Ennis. There 

is[Oscar points to a painting on the wall of the -
room]his prized painting, for which he got 

$1000 prize in Grand Central ~2kBB%xm~ Art School 1 

New York city. [Eastport *:.tk%Art School] was 

just summer school. Enni~ come here first of 

June, quit first of October, go back to his 

Grand Central Art School in New YorkT-the school 

acwas in Grand Central Station. 

Eastport art school lasted about wseven 

years, about 1915 to 1922. Mostly local boys 

[went to the Eastport art school]1 like Hollis 

Hamilto~, one of the leading--Jack Frost. Peggy 

Kell~ [?sp] a loca~ girl. I've forgot them now, ( . 
Y)a_Ao1~y1 /~ 

E ~fporJ 
__,,lfcC>S .:.? f54 J?( 
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[they were?l younglir group, a bou t ten ~acyears 

[?younger than Oscar]. They had nice group of 

about twenty. Either they had talent and he[Ennis -
I presume] helped develop it, or he katl}dl&UqiKt -022) improved them. 

I recall them about the [Moose] island. They'c 

wander about. They'd stop, have an easel, and be 

drawing a church, or the old Grand Army Hall[now -
American Legion Hall on Green Street], or the harb< 

or at smith Corner[c9rner of High and Clark Sts.] 

1, looking up ;_heC\ St . ,,fro~ ~v!r. I don't xaExrecall 
7 v::::> - .. .... - -'-

a xiglithographer, i±llUlutow Wengenroth .[He was 

a student and later a teacher at the ~astport 

Art .School.]. I recall Ennis and his wife for ·- -~ ____, 

they lived in this house, renting xxmmrooms from 

my aunt who lived here. I knew and talked with the1 

I have painting upstatrs that bofrrN1· ~)and the wife 

painted. That is photograph of his LEnnis '] ~xix 

prize winning one.[refers to earlier mentioned 

painting--I don't believe a photographiJ on the 

wal~of the room interview a±takes place i~] 

Ennis Ekm±Eachose ~astport for his summer 

school mxfor one of his friends came here. You 

mentioned him last interview with me.~Perhaps 

the _painter Harley Perkins , a xximifriend of 

LeBaron Cooke who was from ~astport] He[ Ennis] 

liked the things to paint[in Eastport]: islands, 

water combination, old houses, shaded streets . . 
1
- 1 

J1ooS'e SIC. 

Ea. ':./;0 1~t 
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He thought i t cool , eather likely ] here. [ The 

friend of Ennis 'D was not Dougal Anderson or 

Robert "Bob" biCraig who was much later. I don't 

recall the friend's name. 

[micraphone moved] 
--.J'-., .. -~~-"~·~""'"~-~ .. 

Woodland[Maine]eats more pistachio[?sp] ice 

cream than anyBRKXK.lxBXother community in Washing-

ton County for it was settled by Italians. That's 

Marie Jones' story[Marie J ones of Eastport told 

me this • .She heard it from Os car .] /\ Italians came 
l aid i:;ne main~ 

here and dug up stree~Aon contract basis for 

Philadelphia man who started water works here. \ii/her 

through, they moved to WoodLand where they built 

the mill. They were gxs~group of workers who 

were brought in kKby some wise leaders to be XHIU:X 

their industrial slaves until they[the workers] 
bDuuearned 

earned enough money to move out or bcxaaXKAEnglish. 

[This was] about 1892, I don't recall too clearly. 

For period of years, MaQCBXmayors of Eastport 

we re Seacoast men.i[SeaCoast Packing Co. KKawas 

a near m~l'_1:?J~_ol~ in the sar:!::d!:.:!:i.!.n!:!::e~·.l.lli!J,d,lou..L~.J:U.--l.l~i-1.£o~ 

from about 1899 to 190J. The Seacoast Canning Co. 

bo~ght several of xkaxxthese plants amtin 1903 and 

ran until about 1924 I believe ] xxaxig~ldridge[?s1 

was their paymaster. Ned F "J:::t.h was head machinist 

I'd have to xsstop and think who mayors were. They 

O~UO controlled Eastport--actively in poli tics-f'rom abo1 

1915, perhaps iutback in 
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After 1924, Roscoe Emerv came inl as mayor? ] and 

controlled it for about 10-15 years. Seacoast would 

have people like Mr. Leavitt[?sp] who was the 

gagent of steamship company. His great business 

was transporting by x~steamship cases of sardines 

to Boston and Portland. They zmccontrolled him 

because he's • Always on city --------
council would be Seacoast's representatives; their 

foremen and such. 

They were very active and largely controlled 

Eastport by electirm the amanager, for instance, 

of their saw mill who might be an alderman. They'd 

have 2-3 alderman, they called them[alaermen] then , 

control! the city council that way. 

Eastport ~xmfrom about 1900 to about 1924 or 

a bit earlier was not a company town, it was too 

split up. Blanchard iu:mmcrowd[had sardine facto~ 

would be opposed to Clark crowd who would be oppos1 

toJditac~acNicholszxmul who would be aiqmopposed t · 

Xl!the Blanchards; Blanchards and Holmes wkwould 

play together against Clark or MacNichols. 'l1hey 

had their alliances, friends. They were clannish. 

By no means did ~l!the 3eaCoast dominate the town. 

Other factories had their clans. They[the wfacto!'.'Y 

workers?] were more loyal to their factory then 

they are today. 

Seacoast did employ the largest number of 

workers, but other factories depended on hand labo 
, .. J~n d 

ft!~ '} ~ 
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too. Were alot of independents, as you mentioned; 

had McCullough crowd, four Holmes factories: 

Morris, Tom, and Eben Holmes and so forth. ~KX 

They weren't 3eaCoast. Eastport wasn't company 

town up at North ~nd. Charlie Capen ran factory 

up therQ. He wasn't controlled by Seacoast. No, 

Eastport wasn't a company town. 

[End of Side One] 

[~e."g~nn-~!Y~~;_Ho_t_ Side T4iJ 

L u .~ Dudley l?sp] was New York wholesale 

grocer. Finally ~aafter thirty years he went 

bank[rup t?]T-[I mentioned that I thought D~ 

was the biggest £;m.ti'.backer of the Seacoa s t.] 
L 

.EHi. Hal . [Hal_ Beckett, of Eastport, a partly 

retired real estate broker walks into the room. 

tl§J. is about 85 or so.] 

btai'.xxbti:x. 

[Vvhere necessary, catalog now breaks into dialogue 

by J::@_l and Osca~ , de s ignating each by their 

first name]a:NllixaxKIDlx~a 

H.J!J : Hi. 

Oscar: There'slreferring to Hal] an old 

f:crt~-~ that will tell ayou the story. 

Hal: Let me give you back your map. 

!ncxxxixg[Noise comes from movement of map.] 

Oscar: Map of the old--

[ Tape re corder turned off while Hal and 
L 

conduct business) 
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They[ ~~aC oast ~xRKbc«XlfutC o? ] sold out to Lubec, 

Maine group. Hal Beckett will back me on that. 

The Seacoast sold out to a group a that gtook over 

and controlled the Seacoast Canning Co.; [the 

group] was Lubec crowd of Bob ~.a:xPeacock , Lester 

Crane, and the Pikes . Was same corporation, but - --
stock passed from Dudley to this group. "(Jt.:;:, 

Pike[part of Lubec group.] 

About 192J-24, Seacoast still would have had 

a bout seven factories. Lubecers had the money. 

0124 The local[Eastport] fellows were individualx, and 

didn't want any more sardine factorjes,[The stock -
of the 0eacoast was I believe transfe~red to 
~ - . .. 

Lubec crowd from Dudley in 19241, but perhaps 19JJ ] 

Hal , didn't [Lubec]crowd take over[seacoast] after ._.. A 

f - - r·""" 
Maine Cooperative Sardine axaabroke up. Recall 

~ RxiNFlanagan~sp] down here, he had the 

[ 
- .fl ~ "\l C..A I Maine Cooperative Sardine Hal: Yes, <1T-vV'>rtrn .,f.:. 1i 

i~----] selling; the government x:.t«~~a 

:th!lDlDOnade the.m stop their monopoly. Afterwards, 

the New York Dudley crowd--Henn" Nicholas_ disappea1 

to CaliforniaL N ichola~ was a main figure in the 

3eaCoast, but I don'.t know what his position was] 

and the Lubec crowd of Bob Peacock , Ches Pike 

:.tas:t.a:s tepped in and ax.a:gbought the New York intere: 

and tried to run it[~he ~eaCoastJ, 
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LOs car: Yes, about then, but a little later, about 

1820.0lllI think Oscar means 1920] .Hal: \JJhen I went 

into service, Nicholas was living in the Dorothy 

vva.Lde house [Do,rothy Hai de is now dead. She lived _ 

in the kxxaKAaron Hayden house which stands on 

the northwest corner of Kilby and Boynton Sts. in 
-

~stport] [Oscar: Yes] Hal : \rJhen I came back from 

service, they'd[the ~icholases ] had moved to 

California. 

Oscar: John and Ested>sp . Nicholas?] .LHal: 

Yes, John, rtt{\a<f\fiS> , Ester.] Oscar : Yes. 

Seacoast not owned by local people but by 

New York crowd, Dudley , the wholesale broker. But 

when they broke out, the ~astport crowd not 

interested in buying~the Seacoast] for they had 

their own sardine factory. They weren't interestec 

in taking on 4 or 5 more factories. Blanchard or 

!:KraAndrew Clark , ·J M_~s , b..e.n LHal.I!les. 

didn't want more factories. Old Morris Holm~s didn 

want more factories, he had enougllh. L 'rhese are __ all 

~astport factory IDmKXKXowners.] They didn't have 

the monay either then. 

I don't know wkKwhy they didn't have the mone: 

then and Lubec did. Except that Lubec people--Pike : 

and Peacocks had much money;-and local crowd didn' 

have the money or didn't care to put it in. Andrew 

Clark may have had the money, but he didn't want 

any more factories. Andrew_ would turn 
Lu.bee 
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sardi nes the month of August than all the rest 

together. Recall when they paid him xktwenty-five 

[thousand] Hal? I was at the meeting,~~~~~~-

I Was. \ •. ~ \ ~ ~! 
~~~~~\'Jl=-~~~~~---~~legal advisor,when they 

voted to give Andrew __ . __ the DdVlacNichol boys , 

twenty five thousand dollars if he wouldn't pack 

the rest of his xsardines. They were afraid he 

wo~ flood the market which was low and Andrew 

hadn't packed his xxxailUI.Xxquota.[li.aJ_ laughs]. 

He had about 100,000.[cases of sardines likely] 

Either John or Dave MacNichol made motion~ 

give kixmhim[Andrew Clark] 25 thou s and if he 
~ «; 

wouldn't pack any mare fish. Andrew _says, give me 

the money quick. 

[Hal: Andrew aiadied nearly bankrupt, didn't 

he?] Oscar : Yes. We settled his estate. He didn't 

have any 1\0-l .. He had enough money to pay his 

bills, [Hal : ~~~~~~~---~-] but he didn't have 
Geore:e Call,ah, 

any money to--.AGe orge Lee told me that that fag 

family [Clark family] spent J00,000 dollars in two -
years. [Hal : I wouldn't doubt itB. That xxm~a[~ 

could spend 1 all the boys , ~'"'II ?1 and Alva[~ 

and ~ .] Oscar: Yes. Somebody would go and 

buy a piano and everyone of them had to have a 
[Hal : ~~C. ] 

11apiano "A lf H~ had one~, everyone else had to 

have one. 

2ka0scar: The Maine Sardine Cooperative began 

about 1922-24, maybe a bit later. Cooperative was 

a 
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corporation. All sardine f ac t ories agreed to sell 

their pack to Maine Cooperative. It was financed 
.Flanagani[?spJ 

~ of Bar Harbor. LonIRL?sp]~ and I went nonce 

to Bar Harbor and borrowed a million and a half 

from Bar Harbor bank to buy ax£sardines from the 

0205 different £a2imxiHxxpackers. They'd[the Cooperativ 

turn xkmiabout, and you couldn't buy sardines from 

anyone else. Llia.J..: Didn't they ~~~-the fertilizer 

out at the Carrying Ri:2xRi:Dl:Ri:2Place~L the carrying~ 

pla~e is a low narrow stip of land between Redoubt 

Hill mi and Quoddy Village on Moose Island wh ere 

E~s tport is] Os~r: Yes. 

Qscar i Reason gover~t broke them up was for 

that you couldn't buy sardines from anyone else. Tr 

had monopoly. They put price high; everyone made 
for 

nice profitA They kaheld price up, was no cut-throa 

- -they used tolhave cut throat competimion?]. George 

J:i§:~ s said he once went to meeting as secretary 

of sardine JBCgpackers of Eastport. They all got 
said 

t ogether andt\ikxxthe trouble was that we were cutti 

~ ach other's throat. We'd all agree to sell them 

a t 2.75 a caselaxxxof sardines]. George knew one 

f ellow that left the meeting,after they all gaagree 

hot to sell for less than 2.75,and 

~estern Union and ~~d, ~m~J eorge 
all my brokers that I'll sell ~ 

went to the 

Cushing , wire 

2.50 . KHKX[Hal : Y 
f' oc0 1 

they were very cooperative.] Oscar : Yes.They 

wouldn't cooperate, they'd 
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O~: The cooperative lasted J-4 years. I 

went with Lonl?so] Flanaganl.1.fill..] down to Yarmouth 
f actocy 

to talk with three factories. StevensAwere they?, 

[Hal: Stevens. ~0(--1 ~'~ V\.!;J ~J·h 'tt§."'i"~ • ] 

in South Port1aAr;. Seacoast built new factory at 

Portland or South Portland and were going to contrc 

down there. Beautiful factory. They didn't run it 

more than 2-J years~. 

Hal i • Peacock [ of Lubec, .. ~-
had LOscar : Yes] 

like l y ] AxlDl factory down there~which i s abandoned 
' 

now. ~t ran it.LOsc~r : Johnnie Toft ran it.: 

[There is am paper on the sardine imxindustry in_ 

Maine by Toft , I believe John Toft(no date of 

publication) in the 0pecial Collections at Folger 

kndncLi brary at UMO . J1iaJ. : S :tevens ran place at 

s~ riverlOsc?,r: Royal river]Hal: Royal River. 

[Oscar: Royal River Packing Company.] Hal : Right 

That Stevens run it. 

Oscar: Royal River Packing Company in Yarmoutl 

Maine was one of those[afactories] we called on do1 
LHal : . that ran i 

the re:-i~i 'J.' ,,,. i S tevens/\[~] worked for Stubb 
,, ' 

Holmes waxwhen Stub~ got burned out up thereli_n -
Eastport?. Several Holmes people ran sardine 

factories in Eastport.] Then ~x!IDCJ.IStevens went up 

there and was with Royal River. He must now be dea 

. ,Qft.c.ar.1 Right. 

was 

Oscar! After(llaine Sardine] cooperative 

broken up by government for be i6hi
1 
~ monopoly, 

_ .l_ 1 So \.l.~ !~}f~~l\tl Y0-ruA~U~\ 
D-"\51 ri·1n Lu.be 'PortlC..Yl cJ 
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they[ the factory members ] went back to be ing 

independent packers. Times were hard. They all 

£amfought each other, cut prices on each other, 

and kaKbankrupted 2-J of them. M.C. Holmes gxacavec 

in for couldn't stand competition from others. 

LM.C. Holmes was sardine packer in Eastport once] -
Hal: I x;msold J factories in Eastport: Burpee 
~ 

Wilson's[B.H. W:xWilson in South End], VJass'siHwas 

a bit north of present Eastport breakwater], and 

Peacock• s at North End in the onel ?tanding buildine 

there now. LO scar: Vilas Peacock the Capen factory 

at North End?] Hal : Capen burned and thisLPeacock - -
:(gctory] was new one.~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I Oscar : Burned; and this was new one they rebuilt. 

I recall when she burned.] Hal: They sold to the 

ItaMearl tkthen. l the Mearl Corporation is a large_ 

fish processing concern in Eastport] Factory was 

xaxgl:alargely burned, but warehouse still there. 

Mearl bought this, and right afterward they had 

Lthe warehouse?] 

Oscar : That's by breakwater in Eastport. 

Osca_L: Maine Cooperative was simply selling 

agent of all factories ADfactories]still had their 

[independent] w11mownershipT-and that was tkld:x its 

success,ax a monopoly. Cooperative m sold Stuboy 

liolme s axsardines, and must have sold Royal River 

lsardinesl. I went down with 

on those factories. 

Flanagan[?qpl to cal] 

E c.t.:i t-. b cwt­
No r-+.b: &J 
Sou. Wi End 
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~1 
... b house on Washington St., East-

~KKY es • ] while he was \r\ir{ ~ 1 .Ethe 1 

OsCar: Some factories forced out of business 

due to competition, for all were selling for them-

selves. They'd offer a bit lower price: Youx offer 
I'd 

2 .75 and~ offer 2.65, to move my stuff. Was quite 

a proposition to keep financing.[a factory?] 

OscaI : lSe,acoast Canning factories] four and 

f ive burned[Hal: ScNV"L ~ ] about 1~22M1920-22? 

lHa~ : I have fire books there[his office on Water 

St. I think ] that have every factory that burned 
I stood in front of 

i n Eastport.]Q~r: ~%amiiK~E~ your old home[north 

ast corner of Green and Key(also known as Ray) Sts 

at~kXKgx K__al lived here for a lon 

a te] watching kxher[factory number 4 and 5] burn. 

LHal: Right] Xx«.:iaiOscar : I didn ' t want to get -
closer for too hot.[Raixxma«Hal: Railroad[ whar:f 

I think he means. It stood on Sea St., a little 

south of factory four and five] burned while I 

lived in that house. Then steamboat wharf burned.] 

lit stood just north of factoyy four and five] 

Oscar: Yes. LHal : Blanchard's burned.Lit stood _ 

at foot of W~rren St. ( east end )] J 

Oscar: Reason factories didn't rebuil~, was 

that the Seacoast had enough factories left to 

produce · them[::;1u·ulrn~s?]1 .for ~hey were always e;et­
E.a.~ / Po r-/-
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ting machinery that repfoiVJaced manual labor and tha 

made larger pack which kept price down. They had 

20-JO carunakers that made a few cans by kxamihand. 

Soon they got machines that made 4-5 timeslas 

many cans?] and cheaper. All this stuff[machines?] - ......... ~.....,. -- ... ..-. .,_,_-~ 

produced larger volume. Each factory turned out 

larger volume of sardines and they competed with 

each other. Thus, eventually the poorly financed 

people dropped out. 

Hal : I got picture of Grady factory in back of 

my office[factory xtaaxtaastood on xkshore about~ 

at ~orner of Washington St. and Water Sts.] with 

the helpLO~r : must have been 200 people] of 

nearly JOO.l~~c~r: JOO?, I would say 200 anyway.] 

~a].~ I don't know, but big crowd.[ Oscar : Ungodly 

[g±big crowd]. and wearing black heavY)[ hats.] 

Ha~: Yes.[~~qar: Stove pipe hats tkxxthey called 

them8. Think of working in sardine factory with 
- like present 

hard,\ , ,,/ xa:ftsafety hats always worn about 

factorles. 

Hal: Oscar if your busy. L_Q_~car: Not busy, _Hug! 

taking some of my time just. ] 

Oscar: Reason so very xfew asardine factorie~ 

in £astport now [ as compare d to earlier time §.] is 

that modern machinery cah turn out the mrnork of-· .. 
·They' had' sealing machines that turned out 2100 

they 
_r.cans? ] an hour; now~can turn out 100 every 5 

minutes. The same way[xfith l!l«tother machinery?] 
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Every thing done by machinery. 

OJ48 Llial. and O..ac.ar discuss their business. Tape record 

~urned offBfor about 5-10 minutes ] 

OJ51 Oscar~ Toma Holmes, where present breakwater is, 

sold thatlhis factory] to the 3eaCoast. They bough 

his fa c{)rdry , wharf, and storehouse shed, 

but they didn't buy his right of way. They didn't 

think of it. fi11txlucU.U:J::hg~x.llm.x G ot· ~ ;rh·v 
Tom held them up; like charged them x««i.ti11mcxfor 

aselling an additional right of way to get lto?] t 

-~.'' land. Otherwise, ~~--=t>~~say, you «can row ito 

it, you can get your boats into the wharf .LI 
~ 

mentioned also that some have said that Tom used -
to say through his nose, "sixty thousand dollars 

for a little bunch of rust[his factory]"] 

SJlal:.: The~ BKgBagbiggest differences--thinkin 

of myself in the business district center by ~ .L. 

W:axV1Jadsworth and .:)on on Ida ter St. --on \!"later Street 

from the earlieBt I can recall and today, are that 

then were continuous wharves: from railroad wharf 

on lowera end of \J'Jaterlhe means SeaO s}'te~Ji0l;~tie 

xax.tknortherl¥,,_ g,oqj;i_nuous to the Blanchard fact?Jr 
(; c;;::::::;' '™' W <=Z> ...... ><;O> <:::> :=:;> WWW c:; 

LBack ground noise is Oscar•s zsecretary typing ] 
• 

You couldN walk from wharf to wharf, w they xhad 

passageways,. I don't think any of the wharves lef 

'rhe last one--as you went down to the Wadsworth 

store [it fell into the sea ·.r i n gale in 1976. I thir. 

it was the last Qf .... - ' 
:the old wharves on the street] 
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there was gap--that was passageway. You'd cross 

it, walk up there [~eading north], in back of Pike 

and Kilby Store, walk 

under the tkmn[Acme Theater. VJas l ast called 

_:~ __ _liJ. ~_!:,~or:_ Theate.r. Now being torn down] theater, 

you'd go along to the New York wharf they called 

it' where--across this wharf, across to Grady 

factory, across Grady factory to XmimsKHolmes 

factory, kept going to number sevenLI believe 

number three] another Seacoast factory, kept going 

up to Blanchard's[factory]. 

xThen was horse drawn vehicles, low tDcjiggers 

or trucks we called them, to carry heavy sardines. 

They had to have ways to get off a wharf up on 

the road[Water Street]. If it was steep, they'd 

have to go around it: they'd thus take passageway 

one way or the other~uorth or south] and go up 

gradually. This was particularly :.t«xtrue in back 

of your mother's, L~rs. VJinifred French 's newspapez 

building , the Quoddy Tides buildin~ near Eastno1t 

breakwater] where was a right of way on the south 

side that went down in--I saw map of it ~Ka~Kx.txt! 

other day--and right of way went to Grady factory. 

When got to .tkllGrady factory, could go up over hiJ 

where Bradish[James Insurance Co.] now islon east 

side of 1iilater St., corner of vJashington and Water 
' 

~ts.] or could keep on going. I don't know if any-

thing left in there in back of those buildings~n 

[_,_~J p-irt 
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east side of Water St. by Washington St.] or does 

it drop right offHlnow?[I answer it drops pretty~ 

much right off now] You could go over the ~xx 

Wadsworth wharf, the Hume \JJharf came first, the 

vJadsworth wharf [was next heading sou th? ] , kept 

going[south] across Union wharf, get to the Millik· 

wharf about where V~ btaHealy isLVance runs a 

machine shop at Bank Square on the east side.Bank 

Square is where Jlaec;:)ea, ~Jater and Dana 3ts. j oin] 

Then went across the Paine wharf--x.mcthe Paine 

wharf was torn down and they build the can ~al:plan 

therelon north end of Sea St.B Can plan~ building 
.=.... 

now used by the Mearl Corp.], went across there an 

KHK went to the International line or the Eastern 
[on Sea St.] 

steamship ferry lin~,~went across open space to 

the two big sardine factories put together: Rm« 

[Jll!DlmaxSeaCoast number]four and five factories [on 

§2.aE _s treet]. Seacoast number three lfactar-Y ]was 
up in 

in~back of your mother's factorylhe means the 

Quoddy Tides Jllll[newspaper building], 

Oscar: I don't know who owned factory four 

am.fx«and five before Seacoast. Rxlpause] Frank 

Neal [?sp] was much laterLFrank I :.tithink ran a 

-

;fish market or some such thjng an ahapt sam~ sit9 

as four and fi veJ , 

~~nd of Side Two] 


