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his job, his duties, the other servants at Blueberry hill and his
work with the Johovah Witnesses.
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Opening announcementl

[PD: We can start with some of your personal
background, how you got here. l

I was born in Maryland and grew up partly
in Maryland and Mass. And we carne to maine

in the summer time and always thaught Maine

was the most beautiful place immaginabler

associated it, as somany people do, with all
their happiness. And for years wanted to
live irn Maine, as was true for other members

of my family too. We kept a house at Sorrento

It was dreamy, the house is an interesting
old house from the r90rs. Tn fact my mother

still lives there. In i967 I left New york,

I was living in New YOrk and going to theatrical
school, I was still in my teens. I left Uew
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York and moved to the house in the country.

And .real-Iy'without a twinge. A11 of a sudden

I wa= through with Manhattan and any city and

the world in general and decided lxrat**qr realIy

wanted to be by the EEa ocean in that beautiful
place. I guess many of us in that time period.

were concerned about the condition of the

world

So many people came out of the city into the

country them, either on a subsistance level or

maybe slightly higher. And there was that

big empty house waiting to be lived in, so I
just moved in there and lived there for 8 years

and then I moved to Blue Hill.

I had inet UIa_ggIp 10 years ago. Irm a minister,
f do volunteer work with the Congregation of
Jahovah!s Witnesses in Ellsworth and I called

here in our routine work. And there was another

person working here then. Shers a very good

cook named Beulah Williams from Surry. She's

still alive, t/ery nise woman, who had worked here

for 13 years. She came to the door and let me

in and I rnet Mrs. CAmp on that occassion, it was

ust a passing conversation. Then in 176 I was

still doing my own work, researching anchient

letter styles and doing signs and graphica and

rcial art and so fo€f.h. Painting also.

fl42^1a#r-, fr,L* #r4 U/*"*'6(
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But ttre.re was no business around here and I
was spending more time chasing work than, I was

d.oing work. And it was taking away from the

rninistry. So I thought this is so impractical

if I. could just. get a job where I wasnft creating
the work. I dontt need a career, I just want to
be able to earn a living to support my ministry.

The people who rented the house I rent before

Der the tr-usband was a sculptor. I ran into
hin tn town and asked him how he was doing.

wonc1ered
I - whatts a sculptor doing for a living in

Etre state of Maine, in L976 in November. I,;

said, "How are things going for you?" And he

said. fine. I was astonished, that anything

could be going fine for an artist with the

economy the was it was. It turned out he was

ing wreaths, thatrs why they were going fine.
He was busy with seasonal work. He said, I'How

about you?" I said, "Just terrible. I'm think-
ing of taking a job as a domestic cook.I' Rather

kiddi.ngly. I knew how to cook, but that was it.
Actually I was on my way to Strong 's [Craft

tn' Trent to see if Roz Stroncr had

anything I could do down there.

So h^e saidrllI know where therers an openirrg."

I said, ttYourre kiddiDg." He said, "No, seriously

1 L7I2:$e6
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Katyrhis wife, who was an art teacher' He

said. that Katy had gotten a full time art

teaching position and had given her notice to Mrs'

Camp that morning. She was leaving Mrs' Campr s

on three weeks notice- I said, "Do you think

sheldhireaman?t'Ididn'tknowwhatkind'of
an establishment it was, Lf it was a woman alone

sherd just as soon have a gal here who could

sew uP a hem or zi-p a zipper and do things that

a ladyrs maid would do as well as cook' And

hesaidrrrrtrm sure shetd be glad to have anyone

here in November with her cook leaving' "

So I called' Katy and she said well here are

th-e pros and here are the cons and why dontt

you come over this afternoon. Irll notify

Mrs. Carnp I think I have someone and she'Il

see you. S

So I came and Mrs. Capm and I talked and she

asked me a little bit about my qualifications

and Slee.riasked me where I learned to cook' And'

I heard h.er relatirlq this story to someone

recently and she said' "William told me that he

learnedtocookfromhismothertsblackcook
inBalfimore when he was a child' " Thatr s

really not quite the case. Number one, the_

woman urho worked for my mother was not black'
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d it also presented a picture of a much more

formal household than we had.. And. it wasnrt

in Baltimore. It was in Maryland. f think

somehow that Maryland seemed like Baltimore

to her. My father was in state service, but

in Annapolis. Its and easy mistake to make, I
guess. He was for much of his life, director of

state parks in Mary1and. Then he became the

president of the national Parks Resource associa-

tion. Her s retired now.

llowever when f was born, My mother was 36 and

hadnrt been well. And she had just had another

chlld the year before, ily oliler sister. And

they

6o
were the first childrenr so late in life.

o"*\so she hired a younqlto come in and Lake

care aof us and do the housework. The young

girl was sort of a coal minerrs daughter from

a shack in Butcher Hollow. That sort of person.

She was creative, she was zippy, a sort of
Loretta type character with very good. ideas

ho had no education, and who had never seen,

for instance, a polished f&sq*x fIoor. She'd

only seen board floors and packed dirt floors.

And she literally grew up in her early years

not wqaring shoes in the summertime, like you

hear about. f,t was hill country. ft wasnrt
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Baltimore at aII. It was a district foresy'ter's

residence, in the mountains. She came to work

for my mother and lived with us. We, as babies,

referEd to her as our sister. She was very young.

Not 18. And pretty and smart. And Mother told
her what she wanted. her to do and taught her

ho.w to cook, gave her recip/es. And what she

sai.d that Margie had, it was spelled tike Margie

but it was said with a hard G, we called. her

I4argie. She said that Margie had a wond.erful

flair for the appearance of food. But Margie had

atough assingrment because she had to look after
us and cook and clean and iron and so fofrth.

And in self defenee, I suppose, rather than

put us in ttle bqck yard and. watch us and not

get work done, she would have us work with her.

Shetd say, "Itm going to wash dishe$, you dry

dishes. " I was four years o1d and she stood us

on flat seated. chairs to iron things like hand-

rchiefs and napkins while she stood. across

the room near enough to help but far enough so

would be taught and not see it as a toy.
e spept, she taught us to make beds and she did

clt us too cook. Fron earliest recollection
were doing that.
left us when I was seven to get married and

the age of nine T cooked for the family.
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Or at least was entrusted with the responsibililry

if no one else happened to do it. And i

guess everybody was just patient with thinbs

like puddings that didn't thinken. and things

like that. Until you grew up oId enough to be

discerning. You know, once you can read, dtry-

one can read a cook book. Usually its some

sort of mental aversion. that makes a person

not cook wel-l, rather than inability. I don't
think itts'a native gift like painting or

piano. But that was the story on my qualifications

Mrs. Canp wanted someone who would be able to
give dinner parties and I certainly could do that.
Ird been to a hundred dinner parties and I certainl

knew- xh tlow people in the east from our general

ack ground lived and had a feeling for New

Yorkers xhxixgx having been a New Yorker, more or

less. I guess we just sized each other up.

She said to me, t'William, I dontt want to be

tlrered with menues or planning grocery lists
r ttr*inking about food. I iust wantt to be

e.d and. feed in SLy1e." And I said, "!Irs.

d,rrtp r I h think we are the two people in Blue

11 most cut out for each other in our respective

sitionsrt' She said, rrFine, would you give din-
T for the Fresident of the College of the

tlantic tonmrorrow?" I said, "Trd. be gtad. too. "



NAFOH

L?IB{JLL

Interviewer's tape # ttZ NAFOH TaPe #t g Sg 1 Catalog pg.# g

lndex Catalog

And that was that. We went rolling from there.

And so itts been our custom not to interfere

in each otherrs departments. From my theatrical

days, itrs an easy analogy to be a supporting

actor in a performance with a leading lady who

knows the profession

nigtrt and thatr s how

think that thattsfar

7;15 when I announce

and every night is opening

it is here really. I donrt

fetched. Just about

dinner, it's cui'tain going

And where as we donrt use meals here for

business or political purposes the- way they

are often used in cppital society in Washing-

tonrfor instancerwhere you give revenge dinners.

tlere basically, our objective is to give as much

enjoyment as possible and create an experience

and well aE feed. And r think you pick up on

that just getting the atmousphere of the place.

You may lrave noticed, for instance that there

isn't any e1-ectricity in the dining room. So

each night one sits down to the light of 30

candles. Itts dreamy, really. And what she

ants from me is someone who will just take over

and surprise her. fn the right way.

Does that answer that question? It explains

only the cook part, however. If yourd like me

to say how it evolved into the butler part rrd.

be glad to say. What happened was' the previous
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had been shy. Among the natives there

is sometimes a reticience to go and be present

among gentry. I remember a stricking incidence

in one house. There was a caretaker who had

been in service there for years and he was so

relaxed in anything to do with the outdoors.

If the mistress of the house had dome and

talked with him outdoors about the garden or the
grounds or boats or anything d have ae1-t

with. her so forthrightly alneot as an equal,

and. been completely in his own domain. And at

one 5[esr+Ntx point she asked he to to the

house to speak to her during a luncheon party in
the d.ining room and I happened to be at the house

and saw him come in and he was as aptehensive

a pe.rson. Do you know @, he was

a mid:century actor who played hick guys. Thatsl

the air he had with hat in hand., kind of twisting
it, like a woman nervous would twist a handker-

chiefs. He was very ap$enensive the way a pes-

son would be going to a medical g appointment

re he anticipates an undomfortable treatment

r a bad diagnosis. And sweaty. And went into

the dining room to have a few workds about

ting very routiner but was just so out of
domdnp
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f guess, she saidr that there were some women

w?ro came to work for her over the years who were

really shy about coming into the dining room

That wasntt my feeling at all. I was very

interested in the food that I served at k this

point and thought, "We11, this is my little

baby. Itlre made this for them and Irm going to

escort it to them. " What's more, the general

ra:fxetrx accepted way of eating a meal that I

understood was that someone passed the ftr food

around the table and mad.e it easier for the

people sitting there. And I had no objection

to it, and I sertainly didn't resent being

regarded as a serving person, I was having the

tirqe of, my tife. It was like going to cooking

sctrool on a grant. To do something I liked so

much and did easily and was getting paid on top
wish

of it. And her friends and I didnrt:osaxk to

fratenize so I was very glad to wait on them

and make them as comfortable a possible.

So we got into the habit of resuming the setvi.flng

of food in courses. And it was the Edwardian

tradition that you observed today of first

course, th.e bellrmain course, the belI.

ISuzanne Ta 10r came to return some books and

gazines she had borrowed., Tape off for 5 min. l
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I kh*k think werd stopped on something about

ious people, cooks not serving. And courses

and belIs.

e11, that all made perfect sense to people of

r age. Although f think when I first came

that everyone was mildly astonished. that

someone of my &9€r L think f was 29 at the

time., would not only know about that but see it

s anything but vestiges of historic past. Where

s far as I could see, it was sti1l alive but

nly in a restricted sense. And I think on the

oast of Maine [Mrs. Taylor returns briefly.]

Victorian world is still very much alive.

adinary. The most resonance vdicesr the

of that generation have. They all hoot.

280 o Mrs. Camp was d.elighted to have someone who

Id bring the things in. It was interesting

first sizable luncheon I did here, by that

mean 6 or 8 peopler I guess it wes 6, a number

the ladies got up from the table after the

ser not anticipating the desert but also

ticipating helping carry things out to the

er"s pantry, 'hr where theyrd just left them

d someone would come in later and put them j-n

the d.ishwasher. So I w*a Nk walked into

dining room about to clear this course and.
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found everyone getting up. And I thoughL what

is this, is it some sort of uprising. And I
droye them back to their seats so T could

sdrye desert. And of course everyone was

ant to haye a desert with calories,
ugh itrs amazing how willingly they ate it.

d gradually her inner circle of friends grew

customed to the pattern here returning to300
t sort of new-Edwardian that they liked
fectly well and that f was glad. to do. WeIl r

went by ancl we discussed what summer would

ing and I was conscious that with the amount

f entertaining we do in the sufirrner time that
needed. more staff. And she had the custom of
ing two maids each summer, college girls. There

re two maids that summer. They didn't work well
were let go at the end of Ju1y. They realIy
tt do the work. And lrd gone through August

Ioner fuxk and th.e next winter alone although lrd

red a few people on occasions to help with things

ge dinners, and so forth. and that worked

ine although it was clear that nothing would

preferable to having a resident staff who

could d.o what had to be done here all the i

ime. And it really isnt that different for us

in the winter than in the suntrner. Guests

om distant places come here all year long'
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of them with great curiosity about Maine

in the off season. And are rewarded for itr I

ght add because it is so lovely. Many people

don't expect what Feb. is here, itts such a

Scandaaavial sort of wonderland. UsuaIIy the

ther is sunny in Feb. and snowy. And so

ittg quite beautiful.

So anl\,.ay, the next season she agreed to hire

that were ultimately kept here year

and weTve been doing that every since.

have a pair of maids. You met Rosealie today

and theret$ one other who lives here too. I hire

hem always from our congregation and we work

t some sQrt of mutually agreeable schedule so

t we a1-1 kind of cover for each other and

e it that was.

was alsoway much nore interested in serving

ple than just the 6ood itself. So f was

ighted to take on the responsibilities of

t just seryice but organizing and staff manage-

t and such.

32r s! CAmp is very involved with the MS association

with two colleges, Colby and the College of

Atl-antic. And she does some Smith Alumni.
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What else would occupy her? Enough that she

would just as soon not run her house. She

does the hospital here in Blue Hil1r the executive

cormnittee and she worked on the switchboard.r and

so forth. So she said, "Look, Lf you would just

as soon run the inside of the house and Jeffery
th.e outsiden Ir'd be delighted." I said, "That

suits rne f ine. I' f thought I knew what she wanted

d we more or less agreed. on everything. I
antL think wh-om I could work for with whom I

Id sh-are tastes so universially. Werll find
tively, for instance, choices of things

or d.ecorating or arrangements for a given party

witho-ut prior consul-tation, werll have agreed

n.. So it was iust one of those happy and.

ortuitous circuostances where the right employee

inds the right employer. And I feel its a bless-
g. I know many people donrt have work they

joy. ItlS trail$ic. I love my work. Amd

have such an interesting time.

it carries immddiate rewards, of course, be

auser unlike some other services you might

form, you see the immediate gratification of
subject r,rrhen your serving them and know by

end of th.e evening if the people have enjoyed

/3,hu4L(
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j the. sxen*rngx experience theytye had.

Ioisc.ussion of' M'.F.K.Fisherr s books. l

{o

Itls funny isnr t it. Of course, I think a reliable

serving staff of peopel with whom you feel a

certain intimacy., there is a special intimacy

between domestics and their employers, is a

reafuring thing to have.
I

You know youre

never coming home to an empty house. Itrs not

quite the same as coming home to a loving family

question, but stiIl, for the priviledge few

now r'lhqxN have a staff of any sort, it's

usual, to meet a person like mrs. CAmp who have

living in the e house or about her in one

capacity or anohher. But it is a sort of
lation, particularly for older people, a

alone not to walk into an empty house as

she used to do. r didnrt live here at the time.

do now, but only since March. And I've been

re 6 years. At one point f d said, "It makes

uncomfortable going home and thinking of you

here , with that long 1ane, and even if

're at the top of the lane you're nowhere,

one in a house you never lock, dt 70 years of

e with not a sole to be any source of help

assistance to you. Not so much that you

vision horried cri:nes, [tAx but people do fall
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375 My motherrs the same age and she's accid.ent

prone and also lives alone in a large house.

And I think itrs enormously impractical and

hurniliating. So I was very glad when she

deci^ded yesr rr11 keep your girls all winter
and ever since. itts worked out fine. They

live in also.

In fact this is our wing. Don't you think this
is a rather pleasent room. We eat our meals here.

I.f you look there, you can see up that hallway

ta the left, is a sjr suite of bedrooms and

separate entrance and the kitchen is here. And

g beyound that becomes serving area.

h-en we have this perfectly comfortable room

to use for relaxation. And it was a fine
tail I t?r-inkr ds late as the thirties,
buil-d into a house a fireplace for the servants

1.1... It was a nice thing to clo. It.'s not so

h. a sqryantts hall, itts more a sitting
oorB. t[h"e.n I call it a servantts ha1l, Itm

peaking more generically, with the languege

the past.

discuss the servantr s rters in other

homes. l
Turrets I know as well as my own house.

wrote extensively on the building of the

y00

rets. .D_G.a1be^f was sympethetic to my
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interest back in the late '60's. He gave me

permission to have complete access to it.

It was in itr s derilict state. Jim Blanchard

4]-7

in Bar Harbor. He lives dtr it's that big

wtr-ite house with arches and blue awning that

sat at right angles to Tristam Colketrs old

trouse. Reverie Cove, that was the name of it.
They were Washingtonians, I think at that time

he was about my age and was a page in the Senate.

IIe was a fountain fsx of information about the

Turre.ts. It was built by the man who built the

Chateau Frontinac who was the f ather of Jgull_V

Post, The architec was Bruce Brice and she

his daughter, E3!!y._!_4ce. And after
trer divorce she styled herself @t.
Ttr-e Turrets I knew very well, knew some of the

fa4ily who lived thererl'm sure that Mrs. Taylor

was just h.ere, knew 4u4r.ry_E!qory, the one

nlarried Grand Duke Demitri, the Tsar's

cousan.

house is an interesting one. As you know

servnatlg wing there, apart from what you

ould gain entrance to from the main entrance,

s through the butlerrs pantry, kitchen building,

ancl up another stair, where the ceiling was

tually l-ower than the rest of the house and

ttrere were rnore floors. Ithink the college
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remade it into resid.ences.

Irve been in it a hundred time, I suppose, and

I wrote a long article on it for the BDN. I

wrl-ting freelance for them as a feature

iter on architectural historic subjects. I

did an article on that and intervieded the ser-

ts from that staff. Susie Stcrzans from

af lfafborf she may be dead now, and John Riddle,

was caretaker there and then went over to
qrmicks, f think possibly hels dead now too.

That was 13 years ago. John Emorv up in Hulls

ove is the nephew of Mrs. Alfred Anson who

the house. She was Lg!g_g4t9.rY. He

had a few stories to te1I too but he's pung

enuugh so ttrat it wasn't so much a part of his

conscrousness.

438 t house was the architype of the way. ft
very strict. She was very strict with all

Lhe 
"611dren. There was an incident. Her

ghter Lela married the Duke of Talleyrand

nd divorced him and married a man named Ali-stair
Tntosh, who wrote his memoirs. They

re the jet set of their time, the late 20's

30's. Both daughters had married titled
.. The,re \{as on other named Alexandra who

ied a man narned

/3a.2 ftqr,,k
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But Lela came on a rowing party with friends,

from a long distance, they teIl me Dark Harbor.

They were all in sport's clqthes and rowed up Lo

her mother's villa in Bar Harbor and Mother

Ergory would not let her in because Lela and

her friends were not properly dressed and they

knew better. I.sntt th-at interesting. There

\tas a yery artificial set of values

IPDi r think that was lnore typical of Bar Harbor

in that era than it ever was of Blue Hill.l

You knowr your ri$ht. Because that was a more

self-conscious resort and many of the people

ho went there, were, I guess, playing themselves

toor werenrt they? And it was capital society

s Blue Hill sas families. Even if you

look at the arrangement of properties. Bar Harbor

is arranged like a rich suburb whereas BIue HilI

is j ust a coutry place wlth country houeeg.

its not measured in dollars and cents because

they could easily be equivilant but the issues

re more values, I thinkr drrd Blue HiIl was

always a private secret place under a buhhle.

eas Bar Harbor was always internationally

known. You know that when Bar Harbor burned in
947 | Figaro, the Newspaper in

aris, had that extraordinary headline that
the palaces of the rich were being burlted by

ilnr-fr. 'ft'QrJa'+ 6oz {#L'/#"//
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angry peasants. ftrs a wonderfully French

point of viewr isnrt it.
It was neyer the sarne. The warf both wars had

done. it and the d.epression and all over itrs
heen tr-ard for people to sustain it.

I find even among those who cone herer dD element

of selfconsciousness about being waited on.

I dontt know, maybe it would be easier on them

if you were a mC-nority group and inarticulate

ln ttr-e language, But to be waited on by a
feflow educated easterner is somehow delicate

and hard to manage, for some people. The

majority of people who come here, noe, are

prepared for us in advance and sort of see us

as a musical comed.y. Maybe just a comedy, there's

no music here. They just come expecting to

enjoy themselves and have a pleasent time and

they're used to us now.

rs. Camp has a very nice friendrwho I think was

financial advisor at one time, he and his wife

ome here every summer. They had guests come,

to go sailing. I stepped to the door of the

antry with the canvas bag of the foods that I

nd for the lunch on the boat. I d.onrt go

self r orrc€ in a while. The food. is prepared

rather than being prepared on the boat for

t a day sail. And characteristically there
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uld be a first course of soupr followed by

andwiches, f,ollowed by fruit and cheese and

e some sort of cookiss. Itrs pretty routine.
ice, but you donrt sit down to a luncheon at

table they way you would have on her fatherrs

amous Thistle with a crew of tenT and he would

4yr "Girls, you can invite friends for luncht

reqrember not ruore than thirty. " The boat

103 feetlong. Where as herqs is a modest,

ry handsome small yawl, 40 feet long, that

leeps four people under embroaderedsheets. xBaeix*

asically people sit on the deck in shorts and

t 4 sandwictr. and drink a bottle of Hienakin from

bottle.

ay, xhe here we were with the friend, intro-

uci.ng to me the other people who were going

go sailing and saidr'!This wiltiam Darr. " " To

lp eliminate any confusion as to whether I was

guest or worked here, I said, "How do you do.

tm Mrs. Campr s butler. " And he supplied with

slight look of panic, "And very good friend."

I thought, now isn't A* that interesting. He's

ally uncomfortable with my d.escribing myself

s a servant here. And I found that even that

S. Camp at first forbad me to use the term

eryant. Shets just relaxed into it since Irm

rfectly content with it myself and I think she
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Eas thinking of my feelings. f personally

clonqt find it objectionable and f rm conscious

that th.at may be an i,iliosyncracy. Our culture

tends to breed that out of us, it's not a thing

to be. But it maybe a biblifcal background

on my part, I think serving is a dignified
gccup4tion. So I want to be one and I enjoy

doing it. But there was no way I could say to

that man, t'No, Irm not Mrs. CAmprs friend, I

work here. r"' And we are amiable and f riend.ly7

but our relationship is not based. on friend.ship.

I came here in a professional capacity and didn't

want any other recognition. Ir 11 never marryr

her daughterr You know hx what I mean. Never

had any d.esigns on using that to be assimilated

into that sort of society. In fagtr I suppose

at the risk of sound ing pomposer I have lived

on the other side of the pantry door most of

early life, and. therefore I have no reason

to be defensive about that. I voluntarily

came here to work this way. Irm not xxke

stuck with it.. Whereas I think perhaps that
many people who work in the domestic

fessionsl have had to. The staff of people

I see around in New Yorkr The building where

he lives in New York is an old building. Some

511
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of the people have lived there 30 years. But

there is a housemaid who is obsequious, objection-

ably so, shers a lunitic really. I callher
the hunga.rian trouse mouse. She has tallons and

wlren she speakes to you she grabs your arm adn

sinks her talon into your forarm. Not a very

good professional' either and she wears a

dirty uniform.

But there was a wonderful Irish woman who was

the age of Mrs. Camp who came to us one year

when we were working there on a temporary basis,

worked as a ladyrs maid and housemaid in the

apratment. Mrs. Camp had had an eye operation

and needed persoanl assistance with things like
picking up shoes, she couldnrt bend over. Eye

pressure. And tliris maidknew only the world of

service and in the years since everytime I go

to New York, I call on her. she lives with her

elderly sister, whofs widowed and they live

in an almost entirely Irish world, very restricted

view. They came dxr*Ngx here in L926 and sent

f their salaries home to sick relatives who

re in lreland. They represent, I think, a

classic study in that element of the American

lting pot history. But have that only that

sion, where as I have to alIow that that isnrt
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the only vision I have.

For me this is more theatre and experimental

in character. One of the guests at dinner

last night said something to me about the way

I ran this trouse. And T said to her what I
said to her that itrs been like going to school

on a grant because Irm able to inculge in an

experime.nt that always interested me and be

Paid for it. Itt s been enormously enjoyable.

And r guess in that respect you would say that
it is unique.

IPO comments on the nature of service, the

fact that Americansrwith their democratic ideals
afe not confortable serving or being served, that

iners e eciall that weal

bYb ' dbmbbttb' bbYvhhts. l
Unless they hired staff from a non-native element.

Sorne hrought staff with them from their homes.

Mrs. Camp did with her family. They traveled
th their own. And their people were Scotch

and Irish and I think therefore were liberated
from those uncomfortable feelings lof serving].
It(s a1l so simple really, lhat basically American

societv in the first part of the cnntury had all
se ideals about what technology would accomp-

ish, what thei immigrant familyr s children

d become in the next generation, would have
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t they didnrt have. Material goals that

other people perhaps didnrt have potential to,

was pecularlily American at that time, stemed

from those socialr economic views. The next

generation learned. English better, and embarrassed

ttreir parents by outshining them. There was

a good deal of sorrow associated with it, I

think, but at the same time measure of pressure

and discomfort for the young who were expected
new

to b e achievers within the,/realm. Even in rny

age group' I'n now 35 which meant I was going

to high school in the 50's, it was still thought

a very good thing to be a nuclear-physicist.

And I don't know what anybody would have done

if his son said he wanted to be a butler. God

knows it was considered eccentric enough that

I wanted to be an actor. I think any middle

class family would have been 4ore comfortable

if f said I wanted to do hotel administration.

tflhi.ch I did talk about at one time. I was very

interested. in the id.ea of inn keeping. Which

Ilm not now because lrm so in love with the

idea of knowing who I wait on.

I think my mother finds it rather amtlsing and

intrigueing that lfm doing this. But by and large

most parents wouldnrt I guess. I donrt know

hovr my father feels about it now that I stop..

57L
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consid.er it. I think he probaly sees it

s sort of a phase, like a college job' and T

uld be too old for that sort of thing. Hers

r said. I can understand why culturally
ople have come to those view points. This

usiness about the differences in serving staffs

rom country to country intrigues me. There

AS a very good book written for itr s type,

th the least pointless gossip, it was.Rosina

My Life in Service' about workin9 for

dy_Astqr, In spite of her marriage to Lord

she was an American woman. Her sister

know was married to Char les Dana (]i l-rc ort r

illustrator. They were Langhorn girls from

irginia. Their father had made his pile

etbagging in the Civil War era and saj-d

Only niggers and Yankees work. " They had a

ig house named Miramar, not far from Charlottes-

lle, I think. Anyway she ended up in that
normous place called Clived.on in England' a

reat house, and kept an enourmous staff and

s woman was her ladyrs maid and personal

ttendant, and lived there for many Ea years.

her observation was that American servants

eated each other better than English servants

id. That the stratified English household was

unfriendly atmousphere. The people .\A/etre 
r n't

,47 L.L43
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good to each other. So lrve always been cur6ous

in working in this work to meet other people

who are domestics, from place to place. In

our conglregations throughout the country, there

are many people who are in domestic work, Irve

always questioned them about their working

circumstances. I love to meet the ones around

herer rtrost houses are less compartmentalized

than ours. Usually there's a maid-of-alI-work.

And almost never an ind.oor man servant. I don't

think there is another one in Maine. Trm not

aware of it.

I always want to know if they're happy with their

work. Everlmhere lrve glone and worked in any-

one elses hogse for a night or on a temporary

basis, theyrve been so nice. And I understand

that that isnrt true elsewhere.

I was in Paris 2 years ago. Going there with

the utmost curiosity about the attitud.e toward.s

domestic servants there. This was my own private

studyr you see. l!1s'.-!gflor, who was just here

had given me some very good referencesr and one

of themr.. they would have been interesting

assignments if anybod.y had been in France at the

time, they were all in the United sTates at the

time and nobody hired me from that crowd. b
and Mrs. Van {-_539p were the cruators xxd at k

100
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Versailles and. Iived. in it. Hers Dutchr

shet s American and theyrve known the Taylors

in the war years rE so she wrote to Mme. Van de

Kamp and proposed that they take me on as a

temporary staff member there to further my

education and Mme. Van der Kamp wrote back and

sait, "That sounds fascinating but rrm in Calif.

until May. " There was a Faron da -GansbqUlg,

wtro was a great socialite of the mid-centurY'

now married to a Canadian woman and they kept

a great house in Paris and she wrote to them

also. They were in the United States'so i

arrived, baggs in hand, early one morr,!*ing'in

ebruary, to an unrevealed. destiny and ended up

king for Americans attached to the embassy.

I dinft get really the inside glimpse. T heard.

thingsr for instancer about locked pantrys and

refridgerators because of mistrust. Whereas

Ifve never known such a thing here. Have you

ver seen it in the Bar Harbor cottages? I never

ve. Irve never known of any need for it.

ve looked into the Newport cottages because

they represent such a special era in American

stic service. Irve never known of a locked

fridgerator or pantry because people donr t

mistrust their servants' I think here.

sina Harri made a good point in her book



NAFOH Int.

LTIE{33,2

Catalog pe.# zgInterviewer's tape #ttz NAFOH Tape h g S g L

Index Catalog

about Lad As She said some woman lost

a jewet at a d.inner dance at their house and

someone questioned whether a servant might have

found it and taken it. And she said, "Don't

EFBEF people realize that servants are the last

ones to take things. That their livelyhood

dempends on taking good care of the objects

they deal with. " I think that servants are

more careful of the property of their employers

than say the employers grandchildren would be.

And later, the maid. in question was vindicated

when that piece of jewelry was found under

a carpet. It was Lhe same ofd story.

I donrt find that atmosphere of mistrust here

at all, certainly not in Mrs. Camprs house,
and familial.

itls very relaxed/ I think our objective as

a household, certianly mine in any tone Ifm

supposed to set to the atmosphere of the rest

of the staff, is a kind of relaxed ' easy natural

ness. Not a stiff trx formality' not an off hand

casualness that seems indifferent, either. And

t so much style that it becomes a costume party

th grotesque affectation. But enough style to

people feel that this is aspecial occassion

and that we're very glad. to be entertaining them

and are putting ourselves out for them. Itr s

a deficate balance.
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630 We exist, I think for thepleasure of Mrs. Camprs

guests and that becomes the objective. So

for it to be friendly is very important.

I think that going to Srs_:__Emory's at the

Turrets was scary. You couldntt come more

that 5 min. early because that was thought over

eager. That would be a suspicious act and you

wouldnrt be asked back because you couldn't trust
ttlem, th.ey!d,..bl-ow in so soon.

And then of course if you arrivedxa+r<e late
you were damned. to perdition because that was

indiffe.rence and irresponsible. That was the

sort of world they were living in. But she

had a very high standard. It was maybe an

end in itself rather than accomplishing anything

for any good.

said that flower arrangements were

changed daily. That was dreamy. I think it
as wonderful that they were. I thinl< it is
ique that Mrs. Camp has a woman here who

really is a great artistr shers a potter in
r own right and then comes here and makes

uquets. Yourve seen the things in the front
of the house. Shers imaginative, she comes

ryday of the week and takes out the dead,
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that she sweeps away

it was there the day

something dead in it

Catalog

fresh ones. Itrs not

the arrangement because

before. If there is

sher 1I take it out. You

see itrs a step back from Mrs. Ansont s policy.

[PD: comments on other similar occurences. l

This house was outfitted from it's inception

with a flower room and the flower room is

accessible from the outside so that Lee' who

now serves here, can walk in from both the

cutting $arden and the more formal wall garden

that you see d.own here below the steps. Or she

can come into the green house off the grounds

without going through the rest of the house.

It would be more characteristic of her, for

instance, to take the bouquet to the flower room

and repair it or redesign it' and then take it

back.

What have you found about peoplers difficulties

in hiring?

Ipo: They're more apt to be college kids waiting

on table or crewing the boats and the boat

captains are apt to be ore*asgx teachers taking

a suruneri
rre really all on their way someplace else.

While I was in Paris I worked for the public

affairs office in the American Embassy. And I
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worked. in the same capacity there as I do here.

Qccassional chef/butler. I say occasional

because ttr-ey had their own cook and she was

very good. She was a student at Lavarinne

which was the chic cooking school that year.

And itrs Jqlia Chil_4!s speeial interest. So

I did some meals for them. And they were relaxed

American people who were very generous about

saying if you could do an occasional luncheon

for "etr us or an occassional dinner for us we'd

be very greatful but basically we want you to
be able to see Paris ad France and your welcome

to our extra room.

672 My employer there come to see me, theyrd a

friend whord just been appointed embassador to
from France. So we qave a dinner for him.

erqployef was especially pleased with the dinner
and he paid me a call in the kitchen and said,
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in. Is it money. Do you think I should earn

more money? Is it the namer butler? I couldntt
whettrer he suffered from that or not. He gave

he a present of money to take a trip to the

Loire Valley to see the chateaus. I was naturally

gratified that they were happy enouqh with the

work to do that. But I couldn't agree with the

propersition because I doing this. I had

actually rather fantisized about it in my young

years. I always like waiting on people so its
personal I geess, rather than being just

a job. Whereas other young people who take

the jobs are going to be dentists or lawyers and

hey're doing something to finance their school-

ing. Theyrre not ashamed of ib, theyrre on their
ay to something eIse. I think some people go

to domestic work with sorrow because itrs not

t they hoped for.

IPD: rtrs alt th can t. Particular

Housework is what th know. It doesnIt

sti
t's all what you make it, isnrt it. There was

funny short story in the New Yorker last year

alled, "The Help" and it was about a gal for

widower and his son and it was perfectly

ious that they were totally dependant on

She just did the dishes and cleaned up
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around the place and left them cassaroles.

ut it was very well written and funny article
about their total dependance on her. And

that was a case where she did not approach it as

a professional, she just needed work and whe

s a pretty sharp gaI who realized that were

couple of loosers . :'

r us I think it's more the case that we have

s d.elightful environment to work in, every-

is perfectly peaceful and quite, itrs not

corupetitive assinqment. We happen to inter-

t rather happily in this household. There is
laundress, and the caretaker that Mrs. Camp's

ferred to and some help for him, one or two

n in the summer time, then the gardener, which

s a separate office in the person of lLee who

s the beautiful flower arrangements and the

table gardens. And therers a private

ecretary and then two maids and a butler.
it's rare, f dontt think we ever hear an

gracious word. I think that everyone has some-

found a nitch in this beautiful place and is
ing something he's satisfied with. I'm sure

t I s not Blue Hill r p€r s€ r it' s l[rs. Camp' s

use that has a special spirit about it. You

an see she's very jo]ly, and never complains.

has a wonderful sense of humor andlikes to

/51'r,,, d , ii
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have things dealt with humorously. And there

isn't a $reat deal of fretting about the wrong

spoon or spilled items r or expense of things

which of course is a special realm of the rich.
To be causal about expense. I guess it all
gives us a unique graciousness which we're
affected by. And happy to contribute to.
It isn't typical is it,? I've seen a good many

of the households of the mid-coast region, because

I. yisit othe.r people in the profession, none

f them has the same relationship with their
employers. Many of them handle more than one

usehoibd on a free lance basis, not quite

atering but go in for a party sort of thing.
r clean. But none of them has the very haaa

eautiful experience of continuity in one world.

ow Lea has been here 6 years. Jeff has been

re since his college days, ad his father

fore him. Mrs. Leach who is the laund.ress

here before I was and Irve been her 6 and I

ve no thought of going elsewhere.

Mrs. Camp is very funny. She was talking to

about wanting to make sure that if she was to

that I would give a very good reception for
ts who would sttend the funeral. And I said,

ait, what if I die first, who's giving my

arty?" She said, "Wil1iam, if you die first,
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I shall be very disappointed in you. "

But what it reveals is that both of us feel
that werIl more or less go on as we are. Irm

not a butler about to become something else.
728 Mrs. Camprs mother, Mrs. Mili ki n I s chanbermaid

worked for her for 40 years, she was a scotch-

Irish woman and never became any other kind

of maidr whe didnrg go on to be a parlormaid

or become the housekeeper and eventually run

the palce. She stayed. a chamber maid al1 that
ti:ne. And I guess when people are content they

arenrt reaching for sometliring else. Sometimes

things are out of reach, but sometimes people

are just happy. Values are different.
PD: Is there ttern about ensions when

one retires?l

I don't know the answer to that. I was trying to
nk who f knew. . . I was thinking of _John

there in Bar Harbor. But when I kneii;r

he was still working. When he was old he

t from the clelbrated l4rs-.__4nson up to the

cCormicks. A different setting entirely tho'
ually attractive. And they had a pretty little

e by the side of the road ther by Magy noberts
rs driveway. And Irm so young it's

ry abstract for me. Young to be a butler but

that's just the way it came out in our situation.

B* fth.Lrz-
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Have you had anyone who could comment on it?

[The tape runs out as I say no. No end of tape

announcement. But this is the end of side one.

745 We go to...J

lside 2.J

Orr [po: Caretakers, superintendents, on the large

estates have alwa s had a lot of res nsibili
sti ticularl in earlier times when

had extensive staffs maintained

ard'ens and. eve thinc
aIr sent vb es to the families in

S',' Ih thb case of the G rr
seht a number

4'0' or' 50 which were on

estate the s erintendent and his 1e

taken down to them. The Garri Il-kr-n

-real -donrt-have a staff.

ave one man outd.oors ar round. And a cou

women who come in art time when the famil

s there in st.
heytre cousins of Mrs. Camp's you know.

PD: Its still a lovel t but it's not ke

the w it used. to be.

11, here it all on a f airly smal1 scalib. and

t was built in the 30rs not in the 90rs by a
ouple who were young, they were so young, they
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re my age now. This was there honeymoon home,

it wasnrt sopposed. to be an estate. And then

somehow it became one.

PD: But definital set initiall te
.9

].Ieren from the nd estates. l

€sr without a question. and it had a lovely
implicity about it. Even as it has e

tfs quite simple and everything is logical and

elfperpetuating that things just automatically

cur, things like the cutting garden are

r of fact and the formal garden. But so

asonably scaled that they are less challenging

maint,ain. XA As Dr. Johnson said, to para-

ase it, it's not that itfs done weIl, it's
at it's done at all. I think that people today

hat the wonder is that Alida Camp at all keeps

large staff. But it is done well in a sense

u don't see powdered wigs andlivered footmen.

ut the fact that anyone had nine people year

und to see to the needs of her household is
ort of special. And it makes sense therefore

t vindicates the simplicity of the pIace.

f it had been the turetts... I remember when

s. Anson reduced the staff after WWII, I think
went from 30 to 16. That would have been

n impossible venture to try to make that a winter

Index NAFOH Int
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home with the economy the way it is today.



Int.NAFOH

a?LB,{}42,

Interviewer's tape # tz2 NAFOH Tape #t 6 BB Catalog pE.# gg

Index Catalog

103

I found in talking wiLh other peopler particular-

ly people who donrt have choices; and ended

up in ttr-eir positions by virtue of necessity,

that through the generations there bas grown

up a whole heritage of lore of how "my father

bested .fonn nocketeffer in conversation. "' And

theylre always telling how Lhey put so and so

in his place. xExBn><aEEE And they rather

cherish- this little collection in their minds

of how they bested Mr Rockefeller, and I

think itrs unbecoming, itrs touching in a

way and. there is always the intrinsic humor

in it, but unbecoming to someone who values

real pro.fessionalism.

I put it on a par with the d.emeaning aspect

of using first names with employers. Once in

a while Itll talk with people who use first

names with their employers and there even can

be generations between them. I think just by

virtue of age it somehow doesn't seem becoming.

And it seems to me, this is just an opiniorlr'

that it, lowers the employee rather than elevate

him. It makes him look as though he is expecis-

ing bad judgement. And sometimes employers may

*yi invite staff to call them by their first

nanes and any situations where lrve run into

thatrl havenrt run itto that here, perhaps
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because of age group. And there is a certain

natural formality between Mrs. Camp and me'

that was unselfconscious and easy to maintain.

But whenever frve run in to it in other

situations f I ve d.eclined and maintained the

surrnane because I think it is a standard I'd

like to hold on to' I think it is more

cornmon that people are on a first name basis.

Nor it varies, no I wouldn't say it's more

conmon, Itve just seen it.

Mrs. CAnrp add.resses me as William, always. Irm

younger that her own children' I think it would

be silly for her to call me Mr. Parr' that's

only done in Englend. Where servants are

called by their surnamesT But Mrs. Leach

is never called Blanch by anyone. She's the

laundress so itts not a question of rank, id

it? But Mrs. Camp always calls her Mrs. Leach

but Marj erv King , who is one of the house

parlor maids, she calls Margerie and shers

60. Itr s a matter of personality. Margerie

isis a young 50 ' f u1I of homor and.so forth

and that may be part of it. Mrs. Laach is

actually younger than Mrs. Camp. Everyone

calls her Mrs. Leach, I wouldntt dream of call-

ing her by her first name. And itts not because

I think it is wrong, but it just wouldn't
" 'L r..r/u,f it 1
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fit in my mouth.

Now elsevritere, Irve never seen sesident staff
called by their surnames.

There. was a period when my fatherrs mother

lived with us, when we were living in Baltimore.

This is in my teens. And she had lost her

reason with old age and needed assistance all
th.e tirrle. She was dangerous to herself . We

[.ire.d two rnai.ds who were effectively h{ one

naid because they were never there simultaneously

One was a most dignified and attractive black

woman who still works for my father, named

Mrs. Amos. fn" other was a white woman who

spent most of her time, Ehe was an older

woman, who spent most of her time on the phone

gossiping, did very little work. I found her

personality objectionable. She didnr t work

we1l. Her name was E:-. aagEg and I never

remember calling them anything but Mrs. Amos

and Mrs. Adams. And Mrs. Amos is still sort
of an extension of our family, working for my

father still in Bel Aire and now these 15 years

later I would never call her Edith. But she

never lived with us. She came by day. My

parents also call her Mrs. Amos. It wasn't

just the generational d.ifference. I donrt

know quite how to explain that phenomina.

6^H*-"
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In England, as you know, it was done , that
you called staff by their surnames. And

sometimes without a title. The archtype, Hud.son,

fromrrUpstairs, Downstairsr " Cooks and. house:

keepers were usually Mrs. even though not

riied. Maid.s w€re on a first name basis.

d a governess was almost ranking, Lf she was

a teaching governess. So she alsays had a

surname and a title

]-75

But to me an extraordinary

total subsuming of the

That your identity
Id.

aspect of that was

staff by itrs house-

came to you by yourld.
Joo

suppose that happens here to an extent. People

re see me not just as William parrr but as

lliam Parr, Mrs. Campr s butler. The ambassador

rom Blueberry Hill. It even affects their
vior to me. I think people who would be

ifferent to me, and f would be annomousr

11 of a sudden put me on the map because f work

r the famous Mrs. Camp.

t was interestirg, if f,_ord A€lgrrs lttan met

AIbe e's man at Ascot while their Lords

betting on the horses herd call outr "Hello,
ermarle." and the other one would call outr

11o, Astor.r' Although their name was like
iqqins aailWr-tqht. and Ird. never experienced
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that. But f went to New York when I legsn

service with {rs. Camq and if you've every been

i^n New York you know there is a chain of select

food. stores called Christini's. And most of

the 5th Ave. and Madison Ave. houses keep charge

accounts at the Christinirs and send their

servants there to shop. So naturally I took

place in this tradition and I would go from

the place at 77th St. to Christinirs which was

the same street at Madison Ave. And after

f was regularly identified there' I went every

y t so it took minutes practically to get

sed to me as i{ as a regular representj-tave of

the household' they began calling me Camp.

sometimes Mr. Camp No one at all thought

I was Mr. CAmp. It is rather anacranistic.

these were tough talking New Yorkees. These

entt people of rnglish heritage. This is'

lMimics a rouqh NY voice and tI Edd.ie

grocer. "How ya doin Camp. I got some good

ater cress over here. How many do ya want. "

t sort of person. Itrs still that way.

n I go in there they write Camp at the top

f the slip and then I go in a push the cart

round and lrm very pokey and theyrre very

atient with me. And I sometimes fill more

an one cart. And Irm lookingr looking. and

fA",ffi"A
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itrs always a treat because there are alwgys

so many more things available in that great

bazaar of the nations than are available in
Blue Hill or even ghe great Ellsworth. So

f take my time and get the things that will
our parties interesting. And then 8*np

they saY, Ilmitates voice againl "OKT Camp,

just leave them here and sign this and werll
send them right over. " And they do.

Do you know, there is a special reverence I

think for the role of bulter. Itr s almost so

ard. of now.

I do some sort of major domo sorts of offices

e your re entrusted with bits of family

iness that don't directly pertain to your

usetrold duties. For instance when Irm in

Y I do various errands envolving Mrs. Camprs

jewlry. And the place where the jewelry goes

have it's little operations from time to

ime is a place called Raymond Yard. Itrs on

hi-qh floor, like the 16th i:b a building on

5th Ave. and itrs locked and you ring a bell
o go in and an attendant at the door, half

, half butler who is gracious if it
I him to be. And you identify yourself

when you come her 11 more or less salr "On

part of whom are you calling, or whom do

6/*. fr*$ 9/-Lra-',t{ t'-\
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you wish?" And you know to say, "How do you

do? Irm Mrs. Campts butler. I'm bringing her

ring to be seen. " And then he sends for Mr.

Gibson

-4

and Mr. Gibson comes out and you're

seated at a Louis XV writing desk. And it's
aII very pleasent and relaxed and slightly
orroal.

253 11, it's been intrigueing to me to see how

fact of boing osmeonets butler opens these

s. Itd done an errand there and had gone

to a silver tepair shop, with a small item
f came out of the

be fixed. silver repair shop and

iled a taxi. T got into the taxir dressed

epresenting the household., in the city clothing
f a man whor s working for an extablishment.

coat and a Homlcurg. The driver was

archatypical native NYer who said to me,

Hey, Donrt I know you? Ain't you in pr:blic life?
you in show business? " I saidr"I"m sure

ou donrt. Actually f rm a but.ler in private

ervice. No one in the world knows me. " A1l

he way up Park Ave. he grilled me with questions

t what it was like to work for someone in
his day and age. It was better than having

en @. He was so much more satis-
ied. It was like having a dinasaur. in your

taxi.
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It was interesting to me how many times the

remark would. be made, "ohr Your boss must be

very wealthy." Maybe after you've worked

in domestic service long enoughr you meet only

people of means, dontryou. That becomes your

real world. And I never thought about iL.

I donrt thing my employer ever thinks about it.

People who hsven't made their money arentt

particularly selfconscious about being rich.
Itrs a. giyen.

So the taxi driver said that and I thought' I

ddnrt know, Anyone who has:a butler is very

wealthy, that was all there was too it. I

ques s it fascinates people because it seems

like itrs history to them. lthe phone riqgql

[Let me ask you about your relations with the

native community. You are unique in your

position. You are a member of a wealthy house-

hold. Obviously through your church work yqu

have contacts with local peoPle. l

Just about every single house. In the 13 years

Irve been here. I think Jahovahs are unique

in that we do go door to door so you do meet

every single person, eventuallY.

D: Others have told me that the local people

resent the professional servants who *xx were

t in. Do u find. an of that?l
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Nor I have to say I haven't. One of our

house parlor maids is a native woman. The

other one is a New Yorker. Mrs. Leach is

native, Jeff is native. This household is not

representative. There is a very amiable

relationship that exists here and isn't character-

istic. What you say may be x true and I nF

almost think it would be justified because there

is a slightly tactless aspect to come to an eres

e people need work so much. And bring others.

If there are people locally who can do the work.

So naturally there would be a measure of resent-

t. I think it might be misplaced if it's

rected against the staffbacause they were

red.. It would be more logical to appeal to

the employing community to employ native he1p.

again, if the native community doesnrt want

o be d.omestic r at if they don't want to put on

uniform or in some way object to the image of
domestic worker, then I think it just has to

understood that theyrll bring a black person

an Hispanic person or Chineese or whatever

may already be at a disad.vantage in this
lture and therefore operating in a different

rame of reference entirely.

owr bearing in mind that I came here long befor332

went to work for Mrs. Camp. Ird. been in Maine
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for 15 years. But lrve only been here 6- And

in this neighborhood. many people knew me already

because of my work with Jehovah's Witnesses.

So they all knew that I was a working person,

that I had to earn a living and that I wasn't

besting anyone. They're sympathetic if anything'

I rve found that the whole atmcsphere very relaxed

and friendly. f've never had any suggestion of

trostility, From any native element what so

qver. Part of it of course is that Mrs. Camp

is quite popular. The only time I hear d'ispara-

ging remarks is hhen there is a strong suspician

that they may stem from jealousy. But that's

not based on socio-economic standing by any

means because it might be someone e1s of the

privite$ged class, to use a sort of a pompous

term, rather than being necessarily a poor man'

Most people who know her think she's fun. People

would like to take a job here. I guess frve Q

observed some of that.

There was an interesting woman in Sorrento' A

Mrs. Gamble who's husband was the head of

Harvard. Medical School. She was a Chafee from

RI family. Her nephew was the govenor and the

secretary of the Navy. She was the local rich

lady, prominant miliionairess with a wonder-

ful house in Boston and a funny sense of humor.

Lutrurt 
i d 

uOrf"^
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Str-e kept a swiming pool and taught everyone's

children to stvim. When I knew her she was

in her 80rs. She had one scotch maid and another

loca1 one who went to Boston with her. Just

the reverse of the usual. She spent almost

half the year in Sorrento. So the maid was

half the year in her home territory. She

was from Sullivan and jusL went down to the

point to do her work. And she had a cook,

Doris Martin who was from Ashville and that

was her staff. Three older women for one very

old woman. I guess mixing the household with

loca1 workers eliminating that sort of thing.

There vras a coupler the wife was an invalid

and the husband was a well known doctor, Lhey

hired. Jamacan black who spoke some strange

broken English, to come anct take care of the

wife. That didnrt last very long.

They tell me that one family as late as the

30's had clambakes with uniformed steward.s

inwlirite gloves serving on the beach. At

Sorrento. We didn't come until the 60's so

everything was over then.

lfhone rings. He answers and the tape is turned.

ff for a few minutes.l

tWhat are no\'/ your norma-l, worllng hQurE?l

A typical day now that i live here, I rise very

a"L,f/
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early, not that I have to because Mrs. cAmp

doe.snrt get up until until after 7. I like
5;30.

Ioog checks out the mic and William speaks

tb hi:n.

I do her breakfast. And if there is not a

luncheon, of course, I'm free. Doing her

breakfast means poaching an egg and doing some

toast and ttr-e maids take the whole thing away.

Or scrarqble an egg or hot cereal. I eat my

breakfast and do what ever studying I

to do in conntection with my ministry.

Then I do ministerial activities, the door to

door work that we do r et whatever. For most

I the day. If there is not a dinner that

evening, I accept a social engagement. By

conlrast, if it's a busy summer day I might

send her off on the boat and prepare for a

dinner party f,or 12 while shers sailing and

then serve that and go to bed at 11. Or she

ght go away for a month and I'11 have

bsolutely nothing to do except take my check

the bank. So you see it's extremely variable.
tre told me one yaar I worked 35 weeks. Thatrs

etter than teaching. I had off 17 weeks with

ay. You have to go the fufil cycle otherwise

might have the artificial conclusions you
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had reached based on iust summer. Yourd think
I can't work 16 hours a day, Ir11 die. There

are some pressure days. There was a day

last d sr:mmer we had d.inner f or L2. Then a

nor.mal day the next day. Then luncheon for
40 the next day. Then a normal day the next

day and the.n tea for 150 or 200 for the

Found.er!s Cup Race. And that was the succession

o.f, days. And it isnrt unheard. of for her to

sayr I'TIlere will just be the 4 of us at home

after tea. " So after the tea we go up to ther

house and serve dinner for 4 or 6.

An old woman who had worked. here told me,

"Alida CAmp is a good woman to work for but

she doesntt know a days work." She was a woman

who worked. as a cook on the Slavan property.
in the 30's.

this was when I was first working here and

I analysed this and said of course, thatrs

understandable in a sense. If you don't do

those things yourself it's difficult to sort
of snip off lengths of assignment and say t

this is enough ef for one period. and not add

e. She said frankly, "You'll find that Irll

you ragged in the summer and you'I1 have ar

great deal of time to yourself otherwise. And

it evens out. How does that sound to you?" I

aid I was willing to gamble and that was that.
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I night give a very negative answer to that
question At the t end of the suflrmer. But

that wouldn't be really revelatory bucause it
does balance out.

You could work 24 hours a day and keep everything

perfect. There was a time when there were

10 men outside here and one of the things they

did was to keep all the door knobs tbrassl

polished in the play house, knobs, switch plates,

everything was kept polished. But it simply isn't

done now. The same things arenrt done.

IPD: A 1910 state survey of what Maine employers

expected of their servants... more than half

ted. 16 to 24 hours a da or"as much as

hecessSry. rrl

Isnrt that what happens to a mother? Any mother

without the recourse of labor unions or any sort
of protection. The original Emily Pogt discusses

hours and she alots 8 hours to personal use.

reas we would expect at leats B hours prone

on the bed and at least some other time. Then

they understood that the person would wouk the

fu1l 16 hours and any references lrve read have

dealt with the 16 hour day. We don't have that.

[Speaks to the dog. ]

It was a reality. I've read several good

hings. One was called the Victorians and it
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was part of a series the Blue Hill Library

has it and I think the chapter on servants

is called something like "Below stairs".

And ttr,ere is an excellent one called. Victorian

Feople in Life and Literature' by -'Julian Avery.

It is very much a description of summer colony

gentry in the post Victorian world.

Arnerica emulated. those Ienglish Victorianl

attitudes for so long. It was a safe world, it

was a secure heritage.

I had a friend in Sorrento, named D{rs. Ridgellt.

Sort of the first family of maryland., one of

them surely. They lived in a great house like

ttre White House, called Hampton. They were

colonial arristocrates. And when @a
picked up Edward the Bth, they all knew her

parents. And to a man sympathisized with Queen

Mary. And felt sorry for the embarassment of

the senior Warfield.s and how could. Wallis go

and do that. Isnrt that interesting? That

showed where the kinship was. Her uncle

was nilseld-l4q:erCll who lived in Bar Harbor

wlrere. Morell Park is. He was embassador to

the court of Nicho&as II.

I{er cousin was LfJg-etor, gohn Jaco AstoT's

wife. She had such roots into the o1d world of

the 400, the upper crust. AtI she could see
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was poor Queen Maryr all her expectations

dashed.

lnnd of Tape. Closing Announcementl50r
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