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Northeast Archives of Folklore and History 1908009
Accession NA 1908: Tape T-1927

Interview with Newall Beam, Cutler, Maine

March 10, 1986

Interviewer: Edward D. Ives

I: TIves

B: Beam
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[opening announcements]

I: 0141 Now, you were just saying--oh, I did tell
you about how we're going to use these tapes up at the University
there. (B: Yes.) And at the end of the interview, University
always wants me to get it in writing that it's all right with
somebody that we put that thing in there. So I got a little form
(B: Yes.) that I'll just ask you to sign. Any problem with
that?
B: Yeah. Yep. (I: Okay.)
I: Ah, let's see. You say you were, you say you were how old
when you went up?
B: The first time I worked in the woods I went November 1l4th. I
was fifteen years old. And I turned sixteen in December. The
5th of December. (I: How old are you now?) I am eighty-two.
(I: Uh-huh.) And I come out the 10th day of March. That was the
first winter.

0160 I was green. (I: Yeah.) Honestly, I didn't know

anything about the woods. No. Of course not. By the time vyou
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get out of that-- let that alone. [talking to his dog] But I
learned. I learned quick. (I: I guess you did.)

I: Where did you go that first winter?

B: That first winter I was up Pembroke River. That flows into

e o

Machias River just this side of Main River Bridge 1little ways.

Yeah. (I: To the--) Pembroke Stream.

e gt A e

I: That comes in from, that comes in-- that drains between East

RS

and West Machias then.

it

B: Yeah. Yeah. It comes right down the river some, right down

by Breakneck. And that was the first winter I was in there.
—

I: What did you do that first winter?

B: What did I do?

I: Yeah, what did they put you at first?

B: I was young. As I say I was fifteen when I went in. (I:

Yeah.) And I was young. I didn't know the woods. And he put me

on knotting. Well, the boss come along, he said, "Look son,

this is the way to knot." So he took the ax and showed me how to

knot. Course it was. (I:Yeah, yeah.) But after that I got it on

all right.

I: You were knotting?

B: Yes, I was knotting. Yeah. 0187 Wwhy then, after that, that

boss quit. Some of his men, they fired one of his men and he

didn't want it. He didn't like it, so he quit. And another

fella, Herbert Hanscom Sr., from right there in Marshfield.

I: Herbert Hanscom?

B: Herbert Hanscom Sr., yes. (I: Oh, yes.) Do you know him?
Y
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(I: Oh sure.) He was in the, in the nursing home, lost both
his legs eventually, too bad. 0196 He put me on cookeeing. I
didn't 1like cookeeing. I tried it twice and I didn't 1like it.
(It [laughs]) No. Seeing the other men setting around about to
have their supper and having their smoke, telling stories,
singing songs and sitting playing cards. I didn't like see them
do that. I don't want to cookee, so I didn't after that
[laughs].

1: If you did cookeeing, you wouldn't have been able to be in
with the men?

B: No. ©No, especially in a double camp. Of course that camp in
Pembroke was for a single camp. 'Course I could hear them then,

but any other camp I was in, except Peaked Mountain was a double

camp. (I: Uh-huh.) So I couldn't be in with the crew. I
didn't 1like it. (I: [laughs]) So I went back into the woods
again. I went rolling on the yard. And then of course, it come
a big snow . ©Oh, it come a terrible snow. There was three feet
of snow with a big crust on top of it. (I: Oh, God.) The teams
couldn't get up. There wasn't anything but-- teams going up by
river then from Machias. They couldn't get up. And the crew
that I was in got out of hearty food, had plenty of pastries and
things like that. But they got out of hearty food. 0223

I was cookeeing then. And the depot camp was, oh, up pretty
near Main River. On this side, on the East side of the river
then. It was an old farm, Len Bacon farm, the Bacon

place,that's what they called it. Did you ever hear of it?

I: Oh yes—-
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B: Yes. Sure. Did you ever hear of his story? He went in there
ten miles from Wesley Corner and built up a farm. Sammy Day went
five miles up to Breakneck, the eastern part of the Breakneck and
set up a farm. And then Bacon was mad because he built in his
dooryard [laughs].

I: Who set up a farm five miles away from him?

B: Sam Day, Sammy Day. (I: Oh for goodness sakes. He was

mad about that, eh?) Yeah. He was mad about that. And in order
to get something to eat, I lugged beans on my back from depot
camp over there, back to the camp again. I borrowed a scaler's
snowshoes, used to go through the woods. So that's how we got
along until teams could get up.

I: Teams couldn't get in, so you had to?

B: Oh, the teams couldn't get in from Fifth Machias. Well

finally, up in Cranberry Lake, there was a crew up in there.

I: Cranberry Lake?

B: Up on Cranberry Lake. Yeah. And we was in the camp three
days. And couldn't do anything. Bye and bye Harry Mac [i.e.
McReavy] came in and said, "Boys", I says "Yeah?". He says "Why
don't you take your boys"-- Did you ever hear him talk? (I: No,

I never did.) [continues in a low, mocking voice] "Boys, I want

you to take your boys and I want you to take the yoke of oxen,"--

[the skid of yoke of oxen in]-- "and a pair of horses. And I

want you to go over across the RaceGround and meet the Cranberry
e
Lake crew that's coming out. They got nothing to eat. They got

nothing to feed the horses on."
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So we struck out the next morning. You would have to get up
on that crust and jump. You couldn't break it down just by
walking on it. You'd have to get up on it and jump to break it
down. Then the oxen come and after that, the team come. The
oxen played out the middle of the afternoon [laughs] and had to
set up camp again.

I: The oxen played out?

B: The oxen played out. Yes they did. Yeah.

I: Breaking through that crust? (B: Yeah.) Because it was
sharp.

B: Yes, right. We got pretty near to Robinson Dam. At that
time, the RaceGround they called it, was cleared land. Now it's
growed up in trees. We got pretty near to Robinson Dam.

I: Where was the R@ceGround?

B: I will say, I will say a half a mile the other side of Main

River, Machias Main River, turned off to the right northward (?)

and went across what they called the Raceground. Cleared 1land
then. Just about all cleared land. And it went across Crooked

River. That's where the tote road went across Crooked River.

We got pretty near Robinson Dam in which was the first dam,
And the walking boss, he was going back and forth, snowshoes. He
didn't break any snow. And he said, "Boys, the crew is coming.
You'll meet them." So we kept on going. And that's what he told
the Cranberry Lake crew. They was all ready to turn around and
go back to the camp and take what they had. But he says, "Boys,

you keep on going."™ (I: [laughs]) He says, "You'll meet the
Do
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other crew coming."

0291 Well, we meet them right there by Robinson Dam. Got
them out through. (I: Wow. What did you do then, give them the
food, or did they come~-) They come to the depot camp right
there to Main River, Bacon, the Bacon place. And of course I
went back to my camp. Yeah.

I: But the Bigggﬁglgpe was the depot camp?

B: It was then. Yes.

I: How many camps worked out of there? Do you remember?

B: How many camps did work out of that area? (I: Yeah.) One
winter, when I was up there, there was about thirteen around
different places.

I: All working out of the Bacon place?

B: Yes. All laying out of that. But since then, they built a

new bridge across Main River, and the depot camp was across the

river, on the Western side. Right where those forest camps are
now. (I: Right. Yes.) Yes, right there. There was a big set
of camps there. And the road went right by them. Now the road
goes back a that place. A lot of difference than it used to be.

I: So Pembroke was back up in there, (B:Yes, yes.) And, okay.

How big a crew did you have in there?

B: 0314 That crew there was just a small crew. It was a single
camp. I think it was, ah let's see-- 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16
bunks, double bunks and and the single one. And the boss Harry,
ah Herbie, slept out in his filing shed out there. (I: Oh,
okay.) There was a little shed out there, that he filed in. And
} - that was a small crew. That was the smallest crew I was ever in.
Ko b »(490.'/\: 26:&4
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(: About eighteen men?) Yes,.
And up 5th Lake where I was, that was a big camp, (I: 5th

Lake?) 5th Lake. I was up on Elwell Mountain. On the north

side of Elwell Mountain. (I: What mountain?) Elwell Mountain.

- i

And that was a big camp, I'll say that, probably thirty-five
besides the cook and the cookee, and the scaler, and the markers,
and all of that.

I: Who were the markers?

B: Issac Eaton was scaler. And young Ikey, we called him was
one of the markers. And Herbie Mattoll (?) was for Sullivans.
Because Sullivan and Machias Lumber Company owned that block to-
gether. (I: I see.) Machias Lumber Company was three-fifths,
and Sullivan was two-fifths.

I: What was the markers job?

B: Well he'd stamp in the log and put "S-5-S". He'd have a
stamping ax. And on one side, on the poll side we'll say was
"S-8-S", that's Sullivan. On the other side he'd put, I don't
remember just what the mark was up there. On the Machias Lumber
Company side was "M-L-C". The first winter I was in, I do remem-
ber the girdle mark that we had that told them where that lumber
come from. It was Girdle 3, Girdle P., 3-notches. (I: Girdle
P., 3-notches.) Girdler P., 3-notches and you'd put that on with
an ax. The marker had to put that on.

(I: And that was the marker.) That was the marker. Yep.

I: So but you were cutting logs for two different--

B: Two different companies way up there, yes. Herbie Matthow

(ﬁu‘l’z {{ [/V(OMV\'?lﬁl;/\
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was a scaler, was a marker for Sullivan, and young Issac Eaton
was the marker for Machias Lumber Company. and old Isaac was
scaler for both companies.

0360 Three winters we was up there. And we put a million
feet of 1logs each winter on"Sth Lake. That's quite a 1lot of
logs.

I: Yeah. Did you land them right on the ice?

B: Right on the ice, yes.

I: They put a boom around them?

B: Yes, they put a boom around them. The very last thing, when
the last load come on, the boss, Charlie Clark, he'd take the tag
chains, he'd had one of them fastened anyway over here. He'd
take the tag chains and he'd go way down around fasten the other
end. But the boom logs was, they took them right along, dumped
them right along just as they come. We cut them right on the
mountain. (I: You did, eh?) Sixty feet 1long. (I: Sixty?)
Sixty feet long and topped off eight inches. (I: Wow.) That
was pretty good logs. They was--

{I: I would say so.

{B: Was, was--

{I: It was eight inches at the top?

{B: Yes, eight inches at the top. Pretty good logs. One log,
now-~ when I was watching that "From Stump to Ship", there's one
log going up from the river up into the mill, Machias Lumber
Company. It was a big spruce. It certainly was. The narrator
said this 1log comes from S5th Lake. I wondered. When I was
rolling on the yard up there, there was a big spruce come on the

h y
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yard. Oh, it was a beautiful log. Beautiful. Sixteen—-foot log.
I stood up alongside the butt and it took me right to there.
There wasn't a knot in it. What a beautiful log that was.

I: You think maybe it was that same log?

B: I wondered. You know that made me think of it anyway.

I: What year was this about?

B: Twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two. I was up there. Twenty,
twenty—-one, twenty-two.

I: So Harry McReavy was your boss?

B: Harry McReavy was the boss. Yep. And the Sullivan, Harry
Sullivan used to make a trip up there.once in awhile. Then
Alfred Ames used to make a trip up there. They had a pair of
broncos, they called them, on a sleigh. 0401

I: What do you call them?

B: Broncos, (: Broncos.) western horses. Yes, boy they were
right on their tiptoe. Harry McReavy used to drive them, and
Harry Sullivan. And his boy, and Harry. And Alfred Ames. They
used to go around and visit them camps, they'd get there and stay
overnight just the same.

I: What kind of a fellow was Alfred Ames?

B: 0406 I liked Alfred Ames first-rate. I certainly did. He
was more for the woods. His brother Frankie wasn't. He stayed
home. (I: He stayed home?) Yes, he was in the office all the
time.

I: So that winter you landed him right on the ice. Now,

guestion, how many teams of horses did you have in there that
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winter there?

B: We had four skid teams, and let's see: two, four, six-- four
teams, four teams hauling. Which was eight horses. (I: Four
teams hauling?) Four, they were double teams. (I: They were

double?) Yeah. (I: And the skidding horses were single?) Single.
I: I see. Ames made quite a point out of that in the f£ilm that
they only use a single horse when they were skidding (B: That's
right.) Dbecause they didn't take down so much--

B: That's right. Didn't‘take so much road.

I: So that I thought was an interesting point. And also, was it
double teams on the road, eh?

B: Double teams on the logging road, yes.

I: Who owned the horses?

B: Machias Lumber Company.

I: What's that?

{B: Machias Lumber Company.

{I: They did.

B: Owned the horses, yes.

I: Men didn't bring their own horses in?

B: No, No. No I don't know anybody was up there with their own
horses.

{I: Would Machias-~- how about the tools? Say, Let's say you--
{B: They furnished the tools, the horses and the sleds. And
everything.

I: They furnished everything.

B: They furnished everything.

I: Did you have to pay your board?

10
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B: 0433 The first winter I went up there, let's take it up
there to 5th Lake, because that's the three winters right up
pulubnili
there. The first winter I went up there, we checked into the
store when I went along—-
I: Where was the store?
B: Machias Lumber Company Store. (I: 1In?) 1In Machias. Right
approximately where the jewelery is, store now, right across from
it burned down that winter. We checked in there and he says we
are paying ninety-one dollars a month, straight time.
I: Ninety-one?
B: Ninety-one dollars a month. Lumber was good. And we got
ninety-one dollars a month. And of course we never lost too much
time even the snowstorm and all, we kept right out in the woods.
The next winter, went up in the same place. The bottom dropped
out the lumber, and we got a dollar-a-day and lose your stormy
weather. But they fed you. You got your board. 0449
I: But the first year was ninety-one dollars--
B: Ninety-one dollars found. You got everything. That was good
in them days, 1920--
{I: 1'11 say.
{B: That was good, yes.
I: And the next year it went down to a-dollar-a-day.
B: Yes. [laughs]
I: My Lord, that's a shame. ;
B: [laughing] That was quite a drop. But after that it began
to work up again. I don't remember just what we did get after
A [Ke
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that, but it was more than that anyway.

I: But, they-- it was found then. (B: Everything was found?)
So you were--

B: They fed good. What I mean, if you're ready and the crew, if

you had a good cook, which they was except one winter that he

wasn't too good. But outside of that, we had good cooks. Every
winter.
I: Evidently. I very seldom heard men really complain much

about [mike noise] food in the woods.

B: No. Always good, always good. Way back when, when that
crew—-[noise] (I: Oh my, let's see, we got some pictures here,
eh?) Way back when that crew worked all they had was dried fish

and lobsters. [rustling noises: showing pictures.] That was in

1910.

{I: My Lord. May I, would you be willing to let me borrow these
pictures for a few days?

{B: You can have them. Sure, Sure.

{I: So I can copy them.

{B: Sure, sure. You can borrow them. That was the woods crew.
E.G. Burnham and Company. (I: A.G. Burnham and Company.) E.G.
Burnham, you're marked upon the bottom on the back (?).

{I: Mind if I write a little something on the back here, Jjust
put—--

{B: You go ahead. [talking over each other] Write anything you

want to.

{I: This is number one here. And this is A.G.--working for A.G.

Burnham--

12
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{B: E.G. Burnham [note that Beams makes the correction to "E.G".

instead of "A.G."]

{r: 19107

{B: And he had a mill, a stave mill, oh it was just the other
side of the cemetary up here, right here at new bridge is here
just across the brook here.

{I: Up, here?

{B: Just this side of North Cutler.

{I: Up here North Cutler?

B: Yes. He had a mill right there.

I: Is this, where was this taken?

B: That was in the woods.

I: This was out in the woods. (B: Out in the woods.) Look at
this place, it was all shingled.

B: Yes, all shingled.

I: That was a pretty permanent camp then, I guess.

B: Yes it was. Just a single camp.

I: Do you know any of the men in that picture?

B: I know most of them.

I: You do? Who are they know, can you tell me? [rustling
noise] We'll start from the left, we don't know the horse--

B: Yes I do too. His name was Chum.

I: His name was Chum. [both men laugh] Oh great, I spoke too

soon.

B: [continues laughing] He belonged right here in this barn

down here. I had it before this farm burnt, put it in the other

Norﬂ‘ Lodler
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one (?). The next one is Wib Dennison.

I: Rip Dennison.

B: Wib, William (I: William Dennison) William Dennison (I:
Okay.) Called him Wib.

I: And the fellow standing behind--

B: --Standing behind him is Ed Pence, Edward Pence.

I: How do you spell that?

B: Just as you spell your first name--

I: No, the other one you know,.

B: P-E-N-C-E.

I: Okay, Edward Pence.

B: And that fella is Ormond Ackley. That fella there is uh--(I:
The fella with the beard) that fella there was—- we'll go back to
him afterwards, maybe I'11 think of his name.

I: Okay, the fella with the beard. Okay, then there's these two
fellas looking over his shoulder there.

B: I don't know them.

I: Then we have the fella with the apron on.

B: His name was Huntley. His name was Huntley, he was the cook.
And that fella there is Westbrook Spearin. He lived

here in town.
I: Westbrook-~
B: Westbrook Spearin.

I: Spearin, sure. The fella right up behind the cook.

B: Yes.

I: Then there's a fella almost hidden back there--

B: That's Alman Ackley.

14
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I: Alman Ackley?
B: 0%11 And that's Manfred Ackley.
I: Yeah, looks like a young fella there.

B: Yes there was young fellas. And that one was Merritt Wright.

I: Merritt Wright, back there.

B: And that was Hence Pence.

I: Ed4d Spence?

B: Ed's brother. Hence Pence, Henderson, Henderson Pence.

I: P-E-N-C~E, is that the name?

B: Yes, that was their last name. And that one there was an
Ackley, France Ackley.

I: He was an Ackley. And then we have another 0ld fella there
with a beard.

B: Yes, he was an Ackley, too. And he was a cripple. And he
used to go in there at the camp; and if he found a chance to
steal anything, he would.

I: What was he doing, just pretty much taking care of the--

B: No, no. [laughs] He'd just go in there, he'd take a walk in
there once in awhile and--

I: I see, I sece,

B: And if he ever got a chance, he'd walk off with a piece of

beef or something. [both men laugh] So they tell me, my

father-in-law took <charge in there. But he 1isn't in that

picture.
I: Your father—-in-law is in that picture?

B: My father-in-law isn't in that picture. Yes he 1is too--

15
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that's him right there, that's him right there. And this fellows

name is Gardiner.

I: Gardiner.

B: Gardiner.

I: The fellow with the beard..

B: Yes.

I: Big beard's name is Gardiner. And just to his left, behind
him--

B: That's Pillsbury Dinsmore and they was, that was my
father~in-law. And he was the boss.

I: I see. Okay, great. Now what have we got here, this second
one? I'm just going to-- number two.

B: Yeah, that's Dinsmore, Phil, Phil Dinsmore right there.

I: Starting from the left.

B: And that is the boss, now I forget his name, up here at the
mill.,

I: And the little girl?

B: That girl belongs to this one right here.

I: The fellow with the big mustache.

B: Yes. I don't know his name either. That one there is Harold
Pence. (I: The fellow withh the boots on.) He was a brother, he
was a brother of those Pence's. And then the most of them back
in here come from East Machias, which I don't know. That one
right there is Harold Dennison.

I: Which one, the little fellow looking up there?

B: That one right there.

I: Oh, the fellow with the suspenders and with his hands

Looh Plaghias
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clasped.

B: Yeah. Harold Dennison. But these fellows up in back here, I
don't know who they were--

I: This fellow here with the package, do you know him?

B: No. He wasn't working, he just happened to be along here,
[laughs] he and his sister. This fella here is-- heck, what |is
his first name? Willy, Willy Ackley.

I: The fella next, ah, second one from the right.

B: Yes. And that one was Ed Turner.

I: Turner. Last one over, eh?

B: Ed Turner, yeah.

I: And where was this a crew?

B: 05%3 That was taken, the stable was this side of the bridge
where the new bridge is there. What do you call that new bridge
been there a couple years, three years now. The mill was on that
side on the western side of the road. The stable, Bowdoin house

were on this side. And that's right there by the stable.

I: Is the saw-mill?

B: Stave-mill, used staves. Barrel staves.

I: It says up there on the top [describing the photo], it says

Burnham's Mill. (B: Yeah, that's it.) North Cutler, Maine,
right. Okay, gee that's great. Now here we have a, holy smoke,
look at that rack of pulpwood. This would be number three.

B: 0565 That was taken in 1921, in Qennysvill . I wasn't over
there. I wasn't over there but that load of pulpwood. There was

two roads went out from Vgg;g;gﬁggggk, where that camp was. I've

(\}or”\ é"‘HQr
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been to the Venture Brook. Worked there one summer.
I: It's a tremendous load.

B: This one was either a little less than thirteen and a hal€f,
And the next one was either a little less or a little more. But
the second one didn't reach the landing. It upset before it got
there.

I: Wouldn't that be an awful big load anyhow? Would it be
practical to move a log that big?

B: No. No, no. [laughs] I don't know. That was the Higgins
brothers at that time. And I don't know how much it cost them,
like I say I wasn't there. But to make those sleds, and to 1load
that wood, and to make the road. The road was an iced road, the
ruts was all iced. All they had to do was start it, and it'd go
itself. It must a cost them, they worked on that for three-
quarters of a day to get that road out there, just for a picture.
I: That's what I figured.

B: Just for a picture.

{1: Probably could've made three trips, and four trips, and
saved money.

{B: Yes, and less time.

I: Here's another one we have--

B: That is for Burnham tdo, and that's where the ah--

I: Let's see, this would be number four.

B: And that's where they landed the walls way up, well it's quite
a ways up the stream. Up ngﬂ;ggl§‘§£i§ge, they called it. Up
the river, up the bridge further, up the stream further £from

where the mill was.
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I: What river would that be?
B: That would be-~- East Branch, the East Branch of, they called

it Burnham Stream. They always called it Burnham Stream. The

RGOS S

e et

East Branch and the West Branch. And that was the East Branch up

towards Boynton's. That is Merrit Wright driving that team right

there.

I: What's his first name?

B: Merrit, M-E~-R~R-I--T. Merrit Wright.

I: Wonder if he was any relation to Bob Wright? Used to be--

B: [laughs] ©No. I know Bob Wright, the forester.

I: Now these are all landed here.

B: These are all landed there. Of course when they thawed out,
they'd come down to the mill. They had a dam acrost. The dam
was Jjust about where the bridge is now. And of course they'd
hold them there, and haul them up into the mill and saw them up
in staves, barrel-heads.

I: This was all for the stave-mill?

B

0607 Yes. (I: I see, I see. That's great. wonderful.)
When he folded up, he left in the night. But he never left any
debts., Everybody was paid before he went.

I: That was Burnham?

B: Yes. But he never left any debts.

I: Let's see, we went through one winter pretty much there. You
say you worked up there how many winters?

B: Seven, seven. Yep.

I: It was always up about the same place was it--
Bara ham Hreeat
A
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B: No, I was three winters up there. I was three winters. I
never told you about that camp. 0616 You know it was too far
for him to haul in boards or anything like that. The only boards
there was in that camp, it was a double camp, was a big camp.

I: You mean a double camp with the cook's part and the men's
part separate.

B: Yeah. Dingle between. With a dingle between. Some body
asked what a dingle was, so I told them. You know what a dingle
is? Sure. Where the cook worked, on his side was boards. The
table was boards. The door from the cook shack was boards. And
the door to get in the men's shack was boards.

There was two windows in the men's shack. The frame was
board of course, small half-windows. And the cook's shack, there
was four windows. And the framed boards. Outside of that it was
all 1logs and poles. (I: Logs and what?) All logs and poles,
cedar splits. 0630 And-- [click] that's okay, no, this was

mine, been going a half an hour. Oh. [Beam is running his own

cassette recording of the interview, and side A just finished.]

I: Want to turn it over or anything?

B: Yes.

I: I couldn't figure out-- [small talk over getting the tape

turned over] Okay, there she goes, turn her on.

B: I gotta get up, I can't see it. There it goes again.

0642 But the floor was poles., You know you can't cut
straight poles all the time to make a floor. That was a good
long floor. Crooked. Adzed down some. But you could see skunks

going around all winter under the floor. (I: What?) Skunks all

20
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winter under the floor. Didn't bother them. They won't bother
you.,

And the settees was made of split logs. The bunks, they cut
poles five or six inches and made them crossways not lengthways.
Crossways. (I: [laughs]) Now you know why there's quite a lot of

spring 1in it. But you didn't mind that, after you went out and

worked all day.

I: Would you have anything on top of that?

B: Hay, a little hay. And a blanket under you and a blanket
over you. And that was it.

I: Who furnished the blankets?

B: That was the company.

I: That was all the company?

B: Yeah. That was all the company.

I: Well, you said everything was found.

B: 0656 The roof was poles. The walls was logs of course.

I: Were they pretty tight? Did they keep it pretty well jigged
up?

B: Tight? There was a big ramdown there, big stove 1in there.
Oh, take a log you know, that long, you fill it up with a load of
green birch and beech and something like that. It was warm. It

was comfortable.

I: Someone once told me that the upper bunks were always a 1lot

warmer than the lower bunks.

B: Yeah. I didn't like them. (I: [laughs]) I didn't like, was

too hot., 0664 May I express myself?
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I: You may.

B: [laughs, then begins in a whisper] All the snores and farts

and one thing and another was coming up, right up to that upper
bunk. {I: [laughs]} I didn't 1like it. No, I didn't like it.
[laughs]

I: The snores go both ways, but the farts only go one way.

[laughing] You're right. [both laugh]

B: So, I always picked for a lower bunk.

I: Now they'd be one man to a bunk or--

B: Two. Two men to a bunk.

I: How about lice?

B: The light we had, I think we had two big lamps, hanging lamps
in the men's camp. The cook shack had a lamp over, there was
three tables there. And there was a lamp over every table.

I: What were they, kerosene?

B: Kersosene, yes.

I: Were they not these mantle lamps—-—

B: Wick, just wick. Just wick lamps.

I: How bout, I was thinking also, any of those camps ever get
lousy?

B: Yes. The first one I was up there, I was so darn lousy I
didn't know what trouble was with me. Honestly. Yes sir.

I: It must've been awful.

B: It was. A lot of itching there. That (?) awful lot of
itching. And then, let's see, I got all done with 5th Lake I

e ene et

think. That camp up there. (I: Uh-huh. Okay.)

E) th (,i\,((&
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Then I was into Pegked Mountain. Do you know where Peaked
Mountain is? (I: Let's see. I know where Lead Mountain is--)
Peaked.

Okay.) One day, one Sunday we was sitting there in the camp.

ountain is just to the east of Mopang Lakes. (I: Right.

There's one fella picked the lice off his leg,like that. Held it
up. The boss says, "I want every man in this crew to change his
clothes and boil." That's the only way you could kill them, was
boil them. "I want every man in this crew to change his clothes

and boil them." Me and Tyle, me included. One fella there his

name was Harry Grant. "I ain't gonna wash. I ain't lousy." (I:
He said what?) "I ain't gonna wash, I'm not lousy."
(I:[laughsl]) So he took off five miles from out the Main river

the camp. Took off some,

He come back again. Half dark when he come back. George

Sumners was the boss. "Harry, you go right out there 1in that
scaler's shack and build a fire and boil your clothes." He made
him boil in the evening just the same. (I: How bout that.)

[laughs] And that was good too. We got rid of them. (I: You
got rid of them, eh?) We got rid of them. That was the only way
to get rid of them was to boil them, everybody boil them. If
only part the crew boiled, that was not good. (I: Oh, no, that
was no good.) That's, no good. Everybody.

I: How about the blankets and something like that?

B: Yes.

I: Would vou have to boil the blankets too, and--

B: ©No, no. We didn't boil the blankets. We sprayed them. And
D\AV\‘¥CLE A
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we got rid of them. I don't know where that one come from. I'm
sure, but that's the only one we ever found.

0706 And that was a single camp two, that had two, four, six,
eight-- eight bunks besides the boss and cook. So that was small
camp. We hauled the logs out, or they did at that time with that
lombard log hauler.

I: Oh, you had a lombard in there.
B: Look, what happened to that, do you ever know?
I: No, don't know.

B: Machias, that was the only two winters I ever knew about it.

T

They used it in there.

I: No, I don't have any idea.

B: No I don't know. No, I don't know. That hauled two sleds to
a time.

I: He <claimed it saved him a lot of money to use that thing.
They didn't have to build so many dams. (B: No.) What did they
do just drag them right out to the main road? 0717

B: They skidded the logs in there on Peaked Mountain of course,
and put them on a parbuckle yard. That's another kind of a yard.
And when the log hauler got ready, when they come in with that,
with two sleds, and there'd be four men 1loading them sleds.
They'd make two trips a day, that was pretty near six miles in

there. And they'd roll them logs down in fact they'd put a big

load down on them two sleds.
I: And how far, where would they bring them out to?

B: Out to Main River. They'd land them just a little ways above

the bridge, where the bridge is now.
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I: Oh yeah. But that was a single camp you say?

B: That was just a single camp. I was there two winters. And
that was funny, ‘'course we never see the camp in daylight.
Except Sunday. But Sunday the sun rose in the North every Sunday
[laughs]. That was funny. I was all straightened out when I got
out in the woods, but that camp I never got straightened out and
I was there two years, too.

{I: You just couldn't get oriented, huh?

B: I never got that sun over in the eastern. [both laugh] I

never See anybody get hurt bad. 0737 Oh, get a cut once in
awhile. I got a scar right down across there. And I never see
anybody got hurt bad except once. And that was the winter, last
winter we was in there. The boss' son. He was driving a skid
team. And he was hooking out a log and they was a fallen tree
out about that direction from him. And that tree fell acrost a
maple, one of them big, long slender maples. About that big.
and that maple come down, took him right over the ear. Oh that
floored him right there. Oh, sure did.
One fella come running down and he says, "Buster's hurt".

Well I was working on the road right there to the yard then,
road-monkey. And I went up and I said gosh, I guess he is hurt.
He'd hollar in, everytime he'd breathe out the blood would just
gush right out of him. I says he'll never 1live, he'll never
live. He can't live. So we made stretchers and the whole crew
took with him. Be four on a stretcher. They'd take it just as

long as they could and there'd be somebody come along step right
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up and take in his place. We lugged him six miles out to the Main
River camp. And of course they had a telephone there, so they
called up down at the store and they sent up a doctor and set up
in Alfred's car. Alfred said, "Take my car", take him right up
there. He never come to for a week. They took him home [laughs]
and he never come to for a week. When he come to, he was

counting. I suppose he was counting logs. He never was the boy

that he was before. No.

I: It affected his mind?

B: It affected his mind somehow, yeah. He never was in fact--
{I: --just hit him right on the--

{B: Right just over the ear.

I: But that's the worst you ever saw anybody get hurt?

B: That's the worst I ever saw anybody get hurt. Oh see some
cuts you know or something like that. But that's the worst I

ever seen anybody. That's the only time I had to help 1lug

anybody out.

I: That's fortunate.

B: Yes, fortunate is right.

I: What instructions, I'm curious, what instructions would they
give you 1in terms of what size tree to cut? Or anything like
that. Would they tell you don't cut anything smaller than--

B: Eight inches breast~high. Don't cut anything under eight
inches breast-high. But now they go in with those tree machines

and they clean it right off. You know Mr. Ives, I think that's
too bad.

I: I do.
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B: Yes, I do too.

I: What I see when I go back up in there, it just looks like the
surface of the moon.

B: I know it. There isn't anything left there at all. I cruise
around quite a lot in the summmertime and there isn't anything

left on them places. Elwell Ridge, I was over that twice,

Elwell Mountain, I was up on Elwell Mountain as I say, three
W ‘W
winters. I was over twice last summer and I never knew it.

I: You never knew it?

B: I never knew when I went over Elwell Mountain, no. All

cleaned right off, just you say looks [starts to laugh]l--

I: Course they say that that's gonna grow back and be just as
good as if you selective cut. But I just can't believe it.

B: I can't believe it either. Now, I'm going to tell you, I've
been a woodsman ever since I was fifteen, that was the first
winter I went into the woods. Ever since then I've been in the
woods here or there or somewhere else. Of course when we went in
out here cutting pulpwood, not them logs, no logs just pulpwood,
we used an ax and a bucksaw. Well, if we come to a six-inch
tree, if it wasn't in our way, we'd leave it. In a few years,
that six-inch tree, you go back in a few years to pick up a 1lot
of stuff you know, right in the same land we worked and I think
that was all right.

I: Yeah, that's the way it should be.

B: Yes, that's the way it should be. Yes.

I: And then it just looks better. (B: Yes.) You drive along

Lluwell Cidge
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the Airline now and they'd left trees standing either side of the
Arline but you get back in a couple hundred yards and there's
Ar-Ine

just nothing there.

B: It's a different story all together now, isn't it? Did you
ever turn off on the top of Breakneck Hill on that road that goes
in towards fiEEEmiake? (I: No. I never d4id.) Oh boy, that's a
good ride in there. That's a good ride but it's barren.

I: You mean they cleaned that off in there?

B: Yes. To a certain extent. Once in a while you come to a
place where they've seeded it a few years ago, coming along good.
But the most of it is cleared right off.

I: Speaking about Breakneck Hill, you were mentioning Sam Day.
Did you ever know his son Wilbur? (B: ©No.) Wilbur Day?

B: Was Wilbur Day, Sam's son? (I: Yeah.) I knew Wilbur Day.
I: Did you?

B: Yes he lived just before you get to where Sam Day lived, on
the right. The o0ld house is there yet. Yes, I knew Wilbur Day.
Renegade [laughs].

I: He was?

B: A poacher, I'll put it that way. He was a poacher.

I: They tell me he was quite a character though.

B: Yes [laughs], I guess he was. I don't think they ever caught
him too much at that either. The wardens--~ I don't think they
ever did.

I: Well, he caught himself. He went to Thomaston at one point
there. (B: Yes.) Did you know about that?

B: No. I didn't know about that.
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I: Well they accused him of burning down some game warden's
barn. (B: I see.) And he's probably, he knew who did it and
all that but he didn't do it and three years later they pardoned
him. He used to keep a half-way house there, as I understand.
(B: Yes, yes he did.) Going into the woods. Did you ever hear
of a man named George Magoon?

B: Yes. George Magoon and Wilbur Day was buddies. (I: They
were.) [laughs] Yep.

I: I understand there were a lot of stories about the two--

B: Yeah there were an awful lot. I don't know, perhaps they's
legend you know. Perhaps some of them true, some of them wasn't.
I: Do you remember any of them?

B: No.

I: Well, I just was curious whether you recognized the names or
not. (B: Yeah, I recognized the names all right. Yes.) And
you mentioned Harry McReavy. Did you ever hear of Calvin Graves?
Calvin Graves?

B: I don't think so.

I: Shot two game wardens up on Fletcher Field one time.

B: Yes, yes I do. And somebody was telling me about that just
the other day although I did remember it when he started to tell
it and I'l1l tell you who it was, it was Frank Dowling. (I: Oh
sure.) He's in the nursing home now,

I: Yes, yes. I went over to see him on Saturday.

B: You do? [laughs] (I: Oh yes, yes.) I know he said you was

coming to see him. And he told me about it the last time I was
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up there with him playing cards. When he started in to tell
about it, and I did remember it. And that fella that shot him,
he told me about him, he said that fella that shot him finally
they caught him in Cali nia. Right?

I: Yeah that's right. That's it. Let's take an evening in the
woods, you dget in there and you come back from working. What
would go on in the evening?

B: 0840 In the evening, yes. Now any evening when supper's
over, of course, set around on the deacon seat. And anyone that
was smoking would £ill their pipes and smoke and have a easy time
you Kknow for awhile. Getting your clothes off and getting them
hung up on the racks and getting them dry for the morning. Then
there was usually a little card game. You know gambling, nope,
no, gambling wasn't not too much. Once in a while gambling
would, but not too much. Probably they'd play three games of
forty-five or cribbage or sixty-three or something like that and
then we'd go back and sit-- tell stories. The young fellas, if
there was young fellas same as me tell stories. After awhile
they got so they sung songs, do tricks. (I: Do tricks?) Do
tricks, yeah. Oh, all kinds of things like that. Eight o'clock
lights out.

I: Lights out at eight?

B: Eight o'clock lights out! [he shouts] Yes sir. And keep
quiet too. (I: Every night would that be?) Every night except
Saturday. You could stay up to nine o'clock Saturday. And you
was one hour later getting up Sunday morning. But if you was

[clicking noise in background] laying in your bunk, and you
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started to talk to somebody, you might want to think about some-
thing, you might want to tell them something. You started to

talk and you wouldn't get three words out before-- [he bangs his

foot three times]-~ "Time to go to sleep”. [laughs] That's

what happened in the evening. ©Oh, we'd have a lot of fun in the
evening.

I: Any step dancing?

B: Yes. Usually there was some mouth organs in there. That's
usually about the only music we ever had. We had step dancing.
The last winter I was up on Peaked Mountain we had three that was
step dancing. And we had three that played mouth organs. [his

tape recorders clicking sound still continues] And then there's

one other fellow was a good singer. I claimed I was a good
singer too.

0865 Well one night after the card games was over I says
"Harold, what do you say we sing for them tonight?" All right.
I started in I sang the first one. He sang the next one.
Alternating right back and forth till eight o'clock. We sang
right steady till eight o'clock. Right after the other.

I: For goodness sakes, What songs did you sing?

B: Oh I sung-- I don't know two or three woods songs, sea songs,
love songs, most any kind of songs. As long as it was a song.
Yep. A pirate song, I know a couple of pirate songs. (I: Do
you? What ones do you know?) One of them was "Flying Cloud".

I: You know that? Would you sing it?

B: Now? No. [laughs] Because I haven't got wind enough. Flat.
f . N“/\
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I: Oh, that's a long song.
B: That's a long, oh, that's-~- And right after that there's a
"Bold Mana", another pirate song. And it's just as long as
"Flying Cloud" 1is. But I tell you what I'11 do, I got a tape
over there with the "Flying Cloud" on it plus some other things.
It plays for an hour and a half, I think. 1I'11 let you take 1it.
(I:I'd love to.) I'll let you take it.

And that's got the woods song in it. That's got "The Jam on
Gerry's Rock" and that's got "The Lumberman's Alphabet",
and it's got a lot of songs in it and stories. And I'll let vyou
take it.
R: I'd 1like to take it. Would you sing one now though? A
shorter one? Maybe not "The Flying Cloud" but--
B: I'll tell you what I'd do. I may not go through with it.
(I: Well that'd be all right.) But I might sing a verse or two.
My wind 1is too short to sing a verse or two the way I sung on
that tape there. 1I'll sing a verse or two and then I'll shut it
off. 0888 And I'11 turn it on again, and I'll sing another
verse or two.

[clears throat] I'd like to give you if I can a couple,
three verses of "The Jam on Jerry's Rock". (I: I'd love to hear

it.) And that's on that too. [the clicking sound which has been

present throughout since first mentioned, continues]

B: [begins sings]

Now come all of you bold shanty-boys

And listen while I relate,
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The story of a riverman

aAnd his timely fate.

The story of a riverman

Whose heart was true and brave.
It was at the jam on Jerry's Rock

That he met his watery grave.

It was on a Sunday morning

As you shall gquickly hear.

The logs were piled up mountain high
We could not keep them clear.

Our foreman said "Come on brave lads,

with hearts devoid of fear

And we'll break the jam on Jerry's Rock

And for Adam's town we'll steer.

Now some of them were willing
While othere they were not.

For breaking jams on Sunday

They did not think they ought.
But some of our bold shanty-boys
volunteered to go.

To break the jam on Jffflliﬂggﬁk

And the {pause] foreman young Monroe.

They had not rolled off many

When they heared his clear voice say,

Sernys %ok
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"I'1l have you be on your guard boys,
For the jam will soon be way."

These words were sScarcely spoken

When the jam d4id break and go.

And it carried away those six brave lads

With their foreman young Monroe.

Then when the other shanty boys

The sad news came to hear [voice drags and he walks away

from the mike singing]

In search of their dead bodies

For the river they d4id steer.

And some of their mangled bodies

Were picked up far below.

While bruised and bleeding near the shore

Was that of young Monroe.

They pulled him from his watery grave
Brushed back his raven hair.

There's one fair form among them
Whose wails did rend the air.

There's one fair form among them

A girl from LSEEEL§~EEWn'

Whose wails and cries rang to the skies

For a true love that got drowned.
f a4\
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0931 That's as far as I can go from that Mr. Ives. (I: Okay,
that's fine.) That's as far as I can go [laughs].

I: Could you just recite the rest of the words to it? (B: Ah--)
Just recite the words to it without singing-- Mrs. Clark, is it?

B: [breathing heavily] Yes, I can recite the words to it.

I: That's fine.

B: [recites the rest of the song]

Fair Clara was a noble girl

A riverman's true friend.

Her with a widowed mother

Lived at the river's bend.

The foreman all on his own true love
The wages to her did pay.

And the shanty-boys made up for her

A generous purse next day.

They buried him with sorrow deep

within the month of May.

Come all of you bold shanty-boys

And for your comrades pray.

They buried him with sorrow deep

It was where the hemlock grow.

For the day and date of that sad, sad fate

Of the shanty boy Monroe.

Fair Clara did not long survive

For her heart broke with the grief.
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For scarcely two years later
Death came to her relief,

And when her time had passed away
And she was called to go.

Her last request was granted

To be buried by young Monroe.

[resumes singing]

Now come all of you bold shanty-boys
And I'll have you call and see.

Those two green mounds by the riverside
Where grows the hemlock tree.

Those two green mounds by the riverside
Is where two lovers lay low.

There the handsome Clara Vernon

And her truelove Jack Monroe.

1908044

0932 1I: That is great. That's just fine,

B: [coughs] Whooo. [laughs, breathing heavily]

I: That is hard work isn't it?

B: It is for me now. It is for me now.

I've got emphysema and

it's hard for for me. But I done better on that than I thought I

would.

I: You did fine. I haven't heard that song for a long time.

B: Have you heard it? (I: Oh, yes.)

Previously?

I: Yes, but you liked to sing, didn't you?)

B: 09%7 I used to like to sing. Yes I did. I liked to sing.
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I: There's a couple of songs I wanted to ask you about. Did you
ever hear of a song called "Howard Kerry"?

B: No.

I: "Benjamin Dean"?

B: No, that was somewhere else that--

I: "Plain Golden Band"?

B: Yes. (I: You have heard of that?) 1I've heard of 1it. I
don't know it, but I have heard it, yeah.

I: Well, I was just wondering about it, "The Norway Bum"?

B: Oh, yes, I've heard that too, and "Jack Haggerty". That's an
0ld one, I've heard that.

I: How about-- there was a song called "The West Branch Song".
B: Yes, now that's the West Branch of Penobscot.

I: About John Roberts.

B: John Roberts, I heard that too.

I: Did you ever know Clarence Berry, lives up in JicksonnviQ}e.
B: Sure, sure. (I: He knew that one.) Sure [laughs] I've been
in the woods with him. I've been in the woods with him. Yeah
[laughs].

I: He sang that for me one time.

B: Yes, ves, he used to sing.

I: Now most of the fellas that worked here on the Machias, where

were they from, were they local boys mostly or--

B: 0971 Mostly, mostly local, yes. One year the boss up to 5th
Lake, he come from Lambert Lake. How he ever got in there I
S~ M

don't know, how he got ever in. And there's one year when I was

up to Peake% Mountain, George Sanders was the boss. (I: Who was
.11

. i/\‘/\ Vi
al K;\::;G LD‘K@ Q['{M/\ 37
Mot Ke et ) mo



19 0§3()4;6 q

that?) George Sanders. They kept him as boss. He didn't know

too much either about the woods but he was an awful good

roofer(?) sawyer at the mill, And they kept him there all summer

for a sawyer. And there was two winters I was in, on the end

(?). But outside of that, they was local. Anywheres from, shall

I say, Cherryfield, east down this way Lubec and that country
el Sl bl

yes.

I: But there weren't many Canadians?

B: No, no.

I: Over on the Penobscot there were-- (B: Yes, there were a lot

of Canadians over that way.)

I: I always figured that round here it was mostly local.

B: It was, it was mostly local. They come from right around

here.

I: When you were working in the woods, what did you do in the

summertime?

B: Peel pulpwood. Right here, right here in town. Yes. Oh for

as long as I could I walked back and forth night and morning.

But then it got too far away so I built me a camp. Out, oh about

halfway between here and Whiting. It was about four, four and a

half miles.

0990 The way we used to do it then, Mr. Ives, is we'd cut
it down in the summer, knock it right down and peel it; and leave
the top right on it, Here you want to come up here [motioning to
his dogl]. Then we'd leave the top on it, because then the top

would pull all of that sap out of it and dry it.
Che Py Fold
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And then in the fall of the year, starting in about
September, I used to come out of the woods and get the hay in.
Because I had four or five cows and a couple of horses here.
They'd go right back in the woods again in September and start
in sawing up. 0996 We'd get sawed up in the fall. TIf we got
sawed up before it comes-- snow, we'd start in cutting a little
greenwood. Outside of that we'd go right in yarding. I took my
father-in-law's team and went in a yard all alone. Pulpwood
and firewood, there was a lot of firewood being cut then.

I: Would this be peeled wood or would you have to peel it or--
B: The wood that we cut in the summer we péeled, yes. And that
was dry and light. And that was good, you could handle it good.
I: Okay, so in the summertime you'd be doing that, you worked
with the pulpwoods.

B: Yes, yes. It was hot and was dirty, and there was flies, but
you know I enjoyed it. I wished I could go right in now, just
the same as I could then from the time I was thirty or forty
years old, yes.

1008 But now after awhile, they don't want it peeled. And
I'1l tell you why. My idea is this: you peel one of those trees
and as I say the top pulls the sap out of it and it dries. TIt'll
check open as much as that about around three or four sides of
it. So the company didn't want to buy them cracks, so [laughs]
they had to oblige you not to peel anymore. (I: I can see
that.) They get all the wood. They took it in and rossed it at

the mill and it was all clear wood.
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I: Did you ever peel hemlock? (B: Yes.) And that was done in
the summertime too?
B: That was done in the summertime. That was two years when I
was up there to 5th Lake, they went up, the company sent some men
up there in the summertime and peeled some hemlock. And that was
the first job that we had to do, was top them hemlock off and get
them skidded out before they started in cutting green lumber.
And why they peeled it up there, because if they sent it down
green it wouldn't dry, it wouldn't float. (I: Oh, I see.) No, it
wouldn't float.
I: But now were they still using the hemlock bark? Would they--
B: No they left the hemlock bark right there. (I: They did?)
Yeah. But there was piles and piles and piles we found around
through the woods there-- sunk down you know. Rotted down.
That where they was in there and peeled them for the tanning
company over in E£igg§;on they say.

But there was one day I was rolling on the yard up there and
they sent on a hemlock. Wasn't a very big one. 1I'd say
about 10 inches on the butt. And I put my initials on it. (I:
You put what?) I put my initials on it. And the boss come along
he says, "What are you doing that for?" and I says I'm gonna
find out if I can't find how far that hemlock's gonna go. He
said, "All right, I'l1l put mine on it."

The next winter I went up there. Some of the fellas was on
the drive. I said, "Did any of you see that hemlock with my

initials on it?" Yep. 1I says, "How far did it get?" He said it

got just out of 5th Lake and then it sunk. [both laugh]
Iy -
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I: Evidently that was a big problem with hemlock. They'd lose an
awful lot on the water--

B: Yes, that's right.

I: They tell me it was also slippery stuff to stand on.

B: That's right [laughs], that's right. You get that wet,
peeling, get it wet. Do you know I suppose there's cords and
cords of wood from 5th Lake down to Whitneyville or Machias is
still in that river. (I: Oh, I'm sure.) There must be. (I:
Think a man might make himself a dollar or two by going down and
bringing that wood up?) Some of it. You know William Jordan
down Machias, he's a florist. And his florist shop is right on

the river. Just about where Machias Lumber Company's mills was.

[bang noise] Okay [responding to bang]. "And every once and

awhile"™ he says, "I go down there on the river and", he says "I
look down when the water's low and I can see a log down there."
"Okay", he says, "I reach down and grapple it with something, so
finally I get to shore." He said, "You'd be surprised how much
lumber I have got out of that river. And it's just as sound
underwater all the time. Yes. (I: It's been sitting there and
oh yeah that'd be just as good as it ever--) Yes sir. (I:--goods
it ever was I guess. It was interesting liveing here in Cutler,
now, did you ever do much fishing?)

No, I wasn't a fisherman. I wasn't a fisherman. I was
always a woodsman. I like the water. I like living right where
I am now so I look out on the water. There isn't a day that goes

by but I'm looking out there. If I go out, I don't care if it's
g\l/\ Zﬁk{
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a blizzard or if it's a fog mull or if it's after dark or what it
is, I look out that way just the same.

I: Well, it's a pleasant view.

B: It is, it is. Woodsman, woodsman is what I 1like though.
Yep.

I: Did you ever work elsewhere than on the Machias waters?

B: No, the only territory I worked in was up in Mggﬁiggﬁgizs;

go in and, go in from Wesley. As I say two winters, one winter I

e

was on Pembroke, three when I was up 5th Lake, two winters on

Peaked Mountain and one winter into Breakneck. (I: Into Break-

neck?) Into Breakneck.

JRUIEE R

1060 We turned off to the foot of Bﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁkwgill' between
Breakneck Hill and Pembroke Stream. I went in there. TI: Well,

you must have turned in just about the foot of Breakneck Hill.

B: Yeah, turn at the northard(?).

I: That'd be near where Sam Day's house was there, wouldn't it?
B: No, no. Sammy Davis' house was on this side. And we was on the
other side.

I: Oh, I see, I see. On the east side.

B: Yes.

I: On the west side. I see, fine. You went back up into the
north there?

B: 1066 We went to the north, then we went across-- the camp
wasn't too far in there but the logs was the other side of
Pembroke. They had to put a bridge across Pembroke, went right

up the river there. And there was a place up there, oh it had
Machins Eiver Breaknes K
Wes ley Droakneck Hill
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been a camp I suppose long years ago and they called it the

I: They called it the what?

B: The "Drunkard's Dream" (I: [laughs]) And it was an old camp
up there and a dam. But that winter I didn't stay very long. It
was an open winter. So they broke camp or they shortened crew by
the middle of Februa;y.

I: After those years up there you spent most of your woods work
down here (B: Yes.) or did you keep working up river?

B: No, the most of it was down here. I worked up there seven
winters straight running; and then the rest of the time I worked
down in here all the time.

I: And from ninety dollars a month to --

B: First winter on 5th Lake, ninety-one dollars a month straight
time. (I: [laughs]) Didn't lose any time at all if, yep.

[pause, rustling]

I: Mind if we go on for a little longer? Are you getting tired?
B: No, no I'm not getting tired. 1It's interesting to me.

I: Yeah okay. I just want to change tapes. [recorder turned

off, end of Tape 1927, Beam interview continues on Tape 1928]

[opening announcements]

I: [mike noise] 0161 I did want to ask you about tools that

you were using. For instance with the ax now, what kind of an ax
were you using up there?
B: That was just about all double-bitted-axes (I: Double-bit?)

double-bitted~axes. And I want to tell you that 9/10ths of them
Druﬁkﬁﬂiélayﬁawx
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was Snow & Neally over to Bangor. And them's a crosscut and a

peavys.

I: But your ax now, your double-bit, did anyone use the poll-ax
anymore at that time?

B: The poll-ax usually the skid teams had a poll-ax because

of course driving those dog hooks in, and they'd use the polls

to drive them in with. And of course on the yard when the
marker, he used the poll-ax because on the poll 5-S-S or M-L-C
(I: Right on the back?) Right on the back of it. And of course
he'd use the ax itself for to put the mark on it.

I: How heavy an ax would you use?

B: Use about three pound and a half.

I: Three pound and a half? Could you get different weights or
did the company just furnish one size?

B: Usually it just about one size, usually it was just about one

size. Regardless of whether it was double-bitted or a pole-ax.

Just
about the same weight.
I: How about ax handles now?

B: Yep, they furnished the ax handles. Yes they furnished the

ax handles.

I: You didn't have to make your own?

B: No, didn't have to make the own.

I: Could you make your own?

B: I couldn't. Not to make it good, no. No I could whittle out
something but it wouldn't be very good. But they sent up the
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handles. Axes, handles, peaveys, spare peavey handles, saws,
extra saw handles, wedges, all that stuff was there in the camp.
I: But when you were out cutting--now, you also used the cross-—
cut saw, two man saw? (B: Yes.) Any special kind, you recall?
B: No, no. I think it was probably all about the same make.

You know what I mean? They all looked just about the same on the
teeth. And it was either four or five men in the «crew. Iif
there's 5 men in the crew it's the undercutter, and then the two
sawyers. If there's only four men in the crew, then one of the
sawyers acts as under-cutter. And then there was swamper. And a
knotter.

I: The under-cutter's job would be simply to do what?

B: 0226 Just to put a scarf in the tree to point it where it's
going to fall. And they had to know just about what they were
doing on account of getting that log out. They couldn't fall it
helter-skelter anyway. No, it had to go in just about a certain
way so that the skid teamster could work on it in pretty

goodshape to hook right onto it.

I: The skid, the teamster skidding the logs out-- Somebody once
explained it to me that you have your road going along here, this
would be swampy, they'd swamp that road out and then you'd try to
lay your trees so that they'd be butt--

B: You fan them. So the butts will be towards the road.

I: Now, when you cut a road, how far back from that road would
you cut?

B: They didn't skid too far because it didn't pay to skid too
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far. 1It'd probably go out, well, not over 100 yards I wouldn't
say anywhere around the yard. From there, there'd be another
road. We'll say you went from this road 100 yards we'll say out
there. Well then, 200 vards it'd be another road, which would
come back this way. 0256

I: Yeah, I can see how that would work. How many logs could vyou
expect to get out of a tree?

B: Well that's all according to the tree. Now, up there to 5th
Lake there's awful good spruce and pine. And you get well, you'd
get sometimes three or four logs out of one trée. And they'd be
anywhere's from, if it was crooked of course they'd take twelve
feet. 1If you get a good straight log, it'd take anywhere's from
eighteen. 1I've seen logs come out 22 feet.

I: That long?

B: That long. Yes. And you'd get a couple of logs that way for
that time you're up into the limbs, and then they'd get a shorter
log. Probably would get, you'd get three logs out of a tree that
way . Two good long straight logs. (I: And one smaller one.)
And one smaller one at the top.

I: But now a tree would be, if you make it, let's say a 16~
footer and two 12-footers or something like that?

B: Yes, if it's crooked you get 2/twelves and a 16 probably. If
it was a good straight tree I'd say you get 2 logs 20, 22-feet
and you get a top of 12-14 feet. You never would cut a log on a
odd number, Always even. (I: Oh really?) Always even. No
there's no thirteeh, fifteen, seventeen like that. No, no, no

[laughs].
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I: This would take you up into the branches wouldn't it?

B: Yes. Yeah that would take you up into the branches then. And
that stuff was sawed up, the tops was sawed up in-- well spruce
would go wherever it went and they would use that for pulpwood
when they come down to the mill. But the pine that they'd saw it
up 1in boxboards or something like that.

Cedar. They was one winter when I was up there the company
wanted cedar. 0298 They wanted a lot of cedar for shingles. So
we went down in between the camp and the lake, there was a big
cedar swamp in there. We cut a million board feet of logs put
onto the lake, and more than half of it was cedar. So that was a
lot of cedar. (I: I would say that was a lot.) Yes. That was
a lot of cedar.

I: Would the cedar float pretty well?

B: Cedar floats. Yeah cedar's all right. Everything floats but
hemlock. Green hemlock will not float. (I: It just won't play.
[Llaughs]) No sir. [laughs]

I: A man who was cutting a tree-- Did you do that, work with a
cross—-cut saw?

B: Yep worked with a cross-cut. I: You could work with a
cross-cut. Wouldn't that saw-- I keep thinking of that tree
there, thinking of the weight of that tree. Wouldn't that bind
the saw?

B: It would, it would if it was tipping back Jjust a 1little.
that's why we use the wedges I was telling you about. Oh vyou

put a wedge in there, you get in there so far, far enough so you
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can put a wedge in before it tips back, before that closes up.
Like that. You get a wedge in there before that closes up and
then vyou keep on, you have two or three wedges and you Kkeep on
driving them Cn. Driving them in, driving them in you can tip
that tree.

l-inch, if you 1ift that l-inch on that scarf. With that
wedge. You're tipping it four inches, ah four feet on the top.
(I: 1Is that right, that much?) One inch and that scarf tips it

four inches, four feet on the top. [he means "four feet" though

he keeps mentioning four inches]

I: For goodness sakes, I never thought about that. Of course
that would work. So that's one way you could lead a tree.

B: Yes.

I: Cutting that scarf, was that a pretty skilled job knowing
where to cut it?

B: Yes. Anybody that's under-cutting should know just which way
that tree's gonna go to make it come out easy and to make it fall
easy. So once in a while, once in awhile, I can say that, I've
done it too, you saw off one corner and then your tree goes
crossways. And then you got to get out of the way [laughs].

I: I can imagine. How about lodging a tree occasionally?

B: Oh vyes lodge them occasionally. (I: What would you do?)
And sometimes on a hardwood ridge they might f£fall right under a
crotch of a birch or something like that. Or if they fell into
another tree, you got to go along and cut that tree. And lay it
down that way. But if it falls into a crotch of a birch there's

no darn way you could get that down. You can walk right up that
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tree there clean over that crotch and cut the top off. They drop
down. 1I've done that several times.

I: But you'd have to cut the top off--

B: On the inside, on the inside, yes.

I: And then what would you do, hang onto the birch?

B: Yes. [laughs] Yes, hang onto the birch.

I: Then just shimmy down the birch?

B: [laughing] And let go of that tree with a spring Jjust 1like
you're on a square rigger just like out at sea or something.
Hang onto the birch.

0364 I was up there one day I cut my top off. And oh, I
was up there quite a ways too. Boss come along, coming up the
road. He see me up there [laughs] he-—- "You be careful up
there." I says, "Oh yes George, I'll be careful." So I cut it
of £, The tree went down then I hung off that birch and got a
good swaying. Instead of bringing the ax down with me I dropped
it of course. And when it dropped it struck right on the forward
point of that ax on that log, that went down there, and snapped

that handle [makes a snapping sound] just as quick as that.

I: Snapped the handle?

B: Give it a snap. Yes, give it a snap just like that. Snapped

that handle off.

I: Well, that's better than having it snap the blade.

B: That's right. Better than try to bring it down myself and
drive it into my leg or something.

I: I never heard of that business of, if you got it caught in
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the crotch of a birch tree. Just have to walk right up the tree.
B: Walk right up that tree. Cut it off.

I: Bet there wasn't any other way. If you get it hung up in the
limbs or something like that--

{B: Yes, yes.

{I: Sometimes you can get it down.

B: You get hung up in the limbs and sometimes you can cut it
clear of the stump. With a peavy you can roll it either one way
or the other. And roll it down that way. Or sometimes if the
skid team was there if it isn't too big, get them to hook onto
the butt of it and haul it that way. 0389 So to haul it clear.
But when you get it in the crotch anywhere, there's no way, shape
or form you can get that down.

I: There's nothing you can do there.

B: Nothing you can do except climb up there and cut it off,

I: When you were out there now cutting, you say there'd be let's
see-- there was an under-cutter, and two sawyers, and what else
now?

B: There's five in the crew. There'd be an under-cutter, if you
have four c¢rew, there'd be an under-cutter, two sawyers, a
swamper and a knotter. And then of course you'd have the skid
teams which probably would skid from two crews.

I: Now what's the difference between a swamper and a knotter?

B: Huh?

I: What's the difference between a swamper and a knotter?

B: The swamper swamps with skid roads, from the yard into the

logs. And the knotter knocks the knots off of them, cuts the
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knotts off.

I: Okay, he lives there. (B: Yes.) Would that be the same

thing as limbing it?

B: Yes. Each man has a job.

I: But an inexperienced man is more apt to be put on knotting

than he would--

B: Until he learned the ropes we'll say, yes. That's what I 4id,

I went on. The very first winter I was up there they put me on

knotting.

I: After you quit being cookee.

B: [laughs] I would not cookee, no sir. No sir, I would not

cookee.

I: Well of course if a man could stand that work he'd go on and

become a cook I suppose later.

B: Oh yes. The last winter I was on Peaked Mountain up there I

never had so much fun in my life in the woods. I never spent

such a good winter. I was spare man.

I: You were spare man?

B: I was spare man. Now we'll say today oh, maybe an epidemic,

maybe the cold was going through the camps something like that,

someone had a cold. They didn't want to go out. They'd feel not

good. They didn't want to go out in the-- The boss say, "You go

in and take that fella's place today." Yes. So I'd go in, 1I'd

probably under-cut or I'd saw. Somebody on the yard, or you'd go

up and take that fellas place, vep. When I wasn't taking

somebody else's place I was road-monkey. But one day we had
Tk Hoanter™
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three horses in there skidding. One fellow was driving one horse
single, and the other fella would drive in two horses singled-
out. Single out, yeah. 1In other words, he'd hook one horse,
they was pretty well trained, he'd hook one horse on a log, send
it out and then hook the other horse on, send her out behind it.
And of course the fellow driving the single horse he'd tend to
his horse all the time. And the boss says, this morning, he
says, "Freeley don't feel good."™ He says, "Do you want to take
his horse?" Yes, I'1ll take his horse. I was used to horses
anyway . Been driving horses down here for a long time. So I
took the horse. I knew how to handle it all right. 0447 The
next day, the next morning that other fellow driving the pair of
horses singled-out, he didn't feel good. He wanted to lay in.
The boss says' "You done pretty well on them horses yesterday,
you want to take them two?" And I says yes, 1I'll take them.
Didn't bother me a bit.

0452 I done every job there was in the woods except filing
a saw, that winter. I even c¢ooked [laughs]. (I: Nobody
complained?) No, no [laughs] nobody complained. That was the
most fun I ever had in the woods.
I: Yes, because you were doing something different everyday.
B: Yes, you never know what you were going to do. As I say when

I was, my regular job was on the road. It wasn't much, keeping

the road fixed up.
I: And what would that involve?
B: Well if there was a place, of course the tractor was on and

the Lombard was on there but, even the road might have a sliding
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place in it you know. And the sled would slide off sideways.
(I: Right off the road?) Yes, they didn't want that. Well
okay. Corduroy it right straight along to hold that sled up 1in
the road. On a hill, there was a hill there where come up around
Peep Lake is, you know where Peep Lake is? You've heard of it,
Peep Lake? (I: EESE*}fke°) Probably not. (I: No.) Probably
not. [T30MD-BPP]

I: 1Is that the regular name for it?

B: Yes, that's the regular name for it. Peep Lake.

I: Like P-E-E-P?

B: Yep, P-E-E-P. [laughs] That's right. They was a hill,
trying to have a haul-up. Well it wasn't a big hill no, just a

grade and Jim Sprague was driving tractor. And he says, "Do you

wantto know what to do on that hill?" And 1 never worked under a

tractor before. And I says, "What do you want to do, Jim?" He
says, "I want you to put some skids in there. Cut a notch in
that road, drop a skid in--" oh, probably, he says, "a foot and

a-half, two feet apart.” Then he says, "You cut a little notch
just enough to let that leg go down--" on the front of that skid
when I'm going up that hill. Don't cut it way out because it was
like you was riding the thrash machine. Just enough to let that
notch in that caterpillar go down in there. Okay.

I: That's between the skids?

B: Yes. So that's what I done. And that was the only place
really. Once in awhile I'd have to put in a skid to keep it from
sliding of £, but that's really the only place I had to take care

(VQQf:LMKQ
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of it in good shape.

I: Now when you say a skid, those would go perpendicular to the
road across the road?

B: Across the road, across the road. That would reach right
straight across the road-- both ruts we'll say, both tracks.

I: Also, would you have to bank a curve in any way?

B: No. You wouldn't have to. [Qgg barks] Aw you [talking to
dog] got a hallucination (I: You got a cat or something
out there?) I don't know. That door jiggled out over there.

No, he wouldn't have to bank it. 0501 Because as he put
those skids in there sometimes if it was bad enough you'd have to
put a side log along, and then you'd skid from there in to the
road. And of course that give it a chance to tip it that way.

I: But it would be like, you bank a road, the way a road is
banked now so that you are going around a corner it's like that--
B: Yep. No, didn't have to bank it. Just those skids. Yep.

I: Any special wood you'd use for the skidding?

B: No, just hardwood or spruce or whatever you happened to get
hold of. Yep.

I: Now who took care of the camp during the day?

B: Cook and the cookee.

I: Cook and a cookee?

B: Cook and a cookee, yep.

I: There wasn't anything like, I heard of a bull-cook, for

instance. Some people told me--

B: Well, that was the cookee. That's the cookee, you might say
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the cook and the first cook. And the lst cook is the bull-cook.
That'd be the cookee. And the cookee cut the wood, cut the
firewood. They kept both camps warm and (I: There you go.
[talking to dog?]) keep the towels washed up and swept you know
and things like that.

I: Here's a question I never really had a good answer to this:
Sanitation in a camp, if you had to pee I imagine you just went
out back, didn't you? Just went out the door and out back or
what?

B: 0529 Out the door, right out the door. (I: Right out the
door?) If you was in a crew and I would say anywheres from 15 to
20, 25 men, walk right out the door. Especially just before you
turn in at night. Walk right up, stood right up and relieve
yourself. You'd be surprised how much that built up during the
winter [laughs]. (I: [laughing] I can imagine, yeah.) Yes
sir.

I: Must have been something when it started to thaw in the
spring.

B: Twice a day anyway morning and night. [laughs] Of course
they built up a privy, of course. (I: There was a privy?) down
further. Oh yes, there was a privy down to the woods, yep.

I: How was it built? Was it a small house or was it just simply
a trench?

B: Lean-to, just a lean-to and probably a pole acrost it. It
would hold probably five or six men strung out all at once.

I: How about toilet paper or anything like that?
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B: They didn't, used to you grab anything you could. But at the
last of it yeah, they had toilet paper. Yes.

I: And then what would happen in the spring, that would just be

filled in ?

B: Yeah. Them two winters on Peaked Mountain of course we wused
that one winter. And the next winter a fellow, another fellow
was up there. And he used the same one. And then the next
winter I went back again, they had put a new story on. They had
just built it up like this so you went up steps. (I: Is that
right?) Yes . The first time I sit I remarked about it too. I
said that's the first time I ever see a 2-story backhouse. [both
laugh]

I: Would there ever be visitors in camp?

B: That one, yes. That one was now let's see (I: It was up on
Peaked Mountain ) There could be a car come in from WEE&SY
corner and it would drive within four miles of the camp, then
they'd walk in. T know some of the fellas from Wesley Corner
used to go out on Saturday night and I have known that his wife
and schoolteacher and his daughter and her son would come in
after him. And they'd come to the camp about suppertime and eat
their supper there and then they'd go out after supper, take off
and go home.

I: Anybody else ever come in, I mean--

{B: WNo, no, not generally.

{I: Hunters or anything like that coming through?

{B: Huh?

I: Hunters or anything like that coming through.

TonXedd mww%?
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B: No. And of course when we was way up 5th Lake there that

B
was too far for any visitors. What I would call visitors, yes.
Oh, there'd be three or four men come in . Maybe four or £five
men come in a the bunch. 0%71 Perhaps they'd stay a week, two
weeks, something like that [laughs] and they'd take off again.
Call them camp inspectors.
I: Oh yeah, a guy just come in to work for a little while.
B: Yes, come in to work a little while an take off again. But I
never left the camp. I always stayed. Always stayed. WNo I did,
yes, the winter, the last winter I was up there. And they got
the logs all hauled in, all yarded. And there was just, they was
all done cutting. So oneAnight I said to the boss I said,
"George, you gonna shorten crew?" "Well," he says, "if I do, it
should be them last fellas that come in ." I says, "No, keep

them in there, let 'em work on the sleds. Keep them in here just

the same. I want to go down cut my wood, cut my firewood on this

snow."

I: You want to do what?

B: I want to go down home and cut my firewood on this snow, so
if vyou're gonna shorten crew let me go. My brother wanted to
come down. T said let us both go. So that was all right, TIf I
hadn't told him that way I would have stayed in there and done

something. But outside of that, I stayed in. If I got in there

I stayed.
I: Now you didn't ever drive though?

B: I never went on a drive. No, I never thought I wanted to.
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I: Was that really a whole different game?

B: Just a whole different game, different ballgame altogether.
I: Would men do both?

B: Yes. Oh there was a lot in the crew up there that worked
there in the winter. And of course when they get the logs all in
they come down river for a little while and when the drives start
in they go right back up river again.

I: What do they come down to Machias and so forth?

B: Yes, yes.

I: [pause, 10 seconds] Was there any drinking in the camp?

B: There only once. There's only once Mr. Ives that there ever
was any drinking at the camp. 0602 And that was in prohibition
time vyou know. And they used to, a fella by the name of Riley,
his 1last name was Riley, and he used to haul liquor from Calais

into Bangor. They used to use Route 9. Well one night he got

out the road, right close out to Main River camp, and he come
to the camp. And he wanted to know if he'd could get some men
out there and get a team of horses and pull them out of the
ditch. Okay. He says you'll have to unload me. Well of course
they knew what he had on, in cases. And Vanleesh and Tucker from
Jonesboro took his team out. (I: Who was that?)
Van (?) Tucker, his name was, he was a company team but he was
driving it., 01d Jeff and Joe, I remember them [laughs] --pair of
grays. And so he took his team out to haul him out.

There was quite a few went out to unload him. And 1lug it

into the woods, and hide it so that if there is any prohibition
Mapelnin® _
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officer come along. Well he gave Ven a case after they got him
hauled out. (I: Wow.) And there's one fella stole a case
[laughsl]. (I: Two cases now.) Yes. His name was Sullivan.
Sumner Sullivan. He was from Cherryfield. Well there was Sumner
Sullivan and Coley Sullivan his brother, Captain Fickett-- Ory
Fickett, and Captain somebody else I don't know, I don't remem-
ber, Well then this Coley Sullivan, he put it in a sack next
morning and he started for 5th Lake. Well he'd lug it as far as
he could and it got heavy. You know every once in awhile you get
a load your lugging and it will get heavy. So he'd hide some,
somewhere, hide it behind a stump. Hide it around. Hide it
somewhere.

Well there's a lot of burnt land up there, especially
between Cranberry Lake and 5th Lake. A lot of burnt land up in
there and he hid some behind some stumps. New Year's day come on
Sunday, and this Orey Fickett and Captain whatever his name was,
I don't know, and Mace Huntley-- Mace Armstrong, and Pete Black.
Do you know Pete Black? (I: WNo. ) ©No, okay. Pete Black. They
started out to see if they could find some of that rum. They
found it [laughs]. They burned up one quart right in the stump
that night. And those other 2 fellas come in and they said "Pete
is out there with Mace, Mace is dead. Can't get any life in him
at all." They said, "We built a fire in that stump." They
burned up a quart right in that stump, didn't know it. (I:
[laughs]) And they wanted to know if somebody wanted to go out,

they was about three miles right out on to that burnt land.
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0645 New Year's night. (I: Oh boy.) The boss got drunk,
Charley Clark, he got drunk. The cook he got pee-eyed, not too
bad[laughs], pretty good. And we went out there, there was, some
of us went out and got them fellas, had to drag Pete until he got
warmed up a little mite. And then after awhile there was me and
somebody else was on, had Pete Black, one on each arm and there
was two other fellas had Macy. Now after awhile he got so that
he could walk a little mite. Take him into the camp and the last
thing I know, that was somewhere in between midnight and morning,
we get them in there. The last thing I remember Macy says,
"Pete, 1let's upset the ramdown." [laughs] Gosh, I thought he
was going to do it, a roaring fire. "Let's upset the ramdown."
Pete said, "Macy, if you want to upset the ramdown you go ahead
and do it. 014 Pete will hang right by you." About that time I
see their feet going up over the deacon seat [laughs]. That was
the only time that I ever see any drinking in the woods. They
didn't want it, no they did not want it.

I: How about fighting?. (B: Huh?) How about fighting in the
camps?

B: No, no. Hardly ever see a fight. 0664 Little bit tonge-
lash once in awhile, but hardely ever see a fight. I never seen
anybody get right into it, fisting. No sir.

I: You were mentioning games a little while ago. The men'd play
games, tricks. (B: Tricks.) What sort of thing you got in mind
there? |

B: What in mind right now is one, is ah, you measure your arm

off on a broomstick. (I: You do what?) You measure your arm oOn
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a broomstick. Put the broomstick right up in there, and I can't
get my hand up [laughs]. But make a mark where your hand comes,
at the fingers comes, you put that on your nose like there Where
the end, the free end going up over there. And see if you could
bend over far enough to touch the end of that broom handle on the
floor. (I: Holy smoke.,) Some could, some couldn't.

I: You bend over backwards, you bend over—-

B: Yep, right over backwards.

{I: With that thing on-- try and touch the stick--

{B: Try and touch that broom handle on the floor.

I: From standing or from sitting?

B: From standing. Yes.

I: Well, how could you do that?

B: I could. (I: You could?) Yes I could. But there was
another one vyou done it all the same way. Just the same way.
And you stick a knife right down level with your eyes in the
door. You put that broom handle up in around through that way

[background noisel.

I: Up through your-- (B: yeah.) Under your right leg there.
B: [noise] Under your crotch.
I: Under your crotch., Through your crotch, yeah.

B: And you try to knock that knife handle out [Beam laughing,

is showing Ives the trick].

I: Oh my God. Where is the level of your arm?
B: I couldn't, I couldn't do it. I couldn't do that. I

couldn't reach it. [laughs] And they'd have Indian wrestle.
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0700 You know how that is--

I: Two guys standing over there with their feet.

B: That's the idea. They'd pull horses. They'd take a couple
of boys and put a belt on the neck, facing each other.

{I: Around the back of the neck.

{B: Yes. And try to back up. Try to pull the other fella
backwards.

I: Oh, I see. There were two guys standing, they'd each be
holding each other like this--

B: On the hands and kness.

I: Oh, on the hands and knees?.

B: On the hands and knees, yes. Yeah.

I: Right like that--.

B: That's the idea, that's the idea and another fellow over here
on his hands and knees. And try tp pull the other fella
backwards. (I: Without using your hands?) Without using your
hands on the floor. You'd put all the strain on the back of your
neck.

I: The belt would just be around the two of you like that.

B: Yes, yes.

I: I see, okay, like a harness. Okay. Did they ever play, ever
hear of a game called "Lazy Stick"?

B: Yes, they done that too, yes they done that too. (T: And
how would the--) Stick under your arm, under your knees 1like

that [demonstrates], your arms like that. Try to hit the other

fella over with an ax handle.

I: You hold the thing like that behind your knees and then what
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would vou try to do?

B: Try to kick that fella over with the end of the ax handle,
the other fella.

{1: Okay, he'd be doing the same thing. And what would you do
hit him over the head with--

{B: Yeah, he'd, yes.

I: Oh, I see. T was thinking of one where two guys were

sitting down facing each other [demonstrates] with their feet on

the floor like that, holding the broomstick between them.

B: Yeah, that's a "Lazy Stick", yeah. The one I am telling you
about 1is a "Rooster Fight". But this "Lazy Stick", Forgot to
tell vyou something about that. ©0727 There was a fella from

Lubec in there, I don't know what his name was now, it's been a

long time ago. Another fella from Northfield, his name was
Chambers from Northfield. Come on up here if you want to

[talking to his dog] Come on. (I: Tiny is a good lap sitter.)
Yes. And I says to Chambers, I know he could pull this fella up
on that Lazy Stick. I knew he could. And I says, "Chambers, you
get him over there by the sink tonight, pull on that Lazy Stick."
Well that fella was straining just as hard as he could. Chambers
was straining too, apparently. Well this fella pulled up
Chambers, pulled him right up. Chambers says, " I think I can
pull you. Let's try it again." It's all set (?). Chambers was
pulling on him you know, and he got about, just about that far
of f the floor. I shoved the wash dish just full of water under

him. (I: You did what?) I shoved the wash just full of water

{\]m’x”x?‘{M
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under him [laughs]. Let him down just so-so. [can't understand

his next line!]l] Yes, that was a trick. You played all kinds of

tricks. And you might as well take it in good fun. (I: Oh God,
there isn't anything else to do.) Yes sir.

I: No, either you took it for fun or you might as just as well
go home.,

B: Might as just yes sir, might just as well., If you got mad
about it why they'd ride you then.

I: I'm shifting around a lot here but it's all right. In the
spring, you'd start to get the break up wouldn't you?

B: Yes, yes.

I: Now did you ever have the situation in there where you didn't
get your logs out before the break up?

B: Yes. There was one place, this wasn't up Machias River.

This was up into Northfield. You know where-- in Northfield, in

over Eastern ridge. I was in there one winter. And it had a

break up. And they had to come out entirely. Didn't have
anything.

0755 Well I said to Frank Darling, several times I spoke to
him about it, he was in there that winter. And I says, "Frank,
did they ever get them logs out over Annie Mountain?" He says,
"I don't know if they ever did or not." [laughs] That's really
the only time-- no, no that time when I was in on Breakneck
there. And they shortened the crew. The first of February. I

don't know. I don't think they got them logs that winter,

I: That would be pretty ruinous for the operator, wouldn't it?
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B: Yes.

I: So what would happen, could you get those logs out the next--
B: Probably get them out the next winter. They wouldn't be so
good. No they wouldn't--

I: What would happen to them over the winter?

B: Worms-- (I: Worms get in them?) the worms get in them.

I: I didn't know about that. I figured you'd just pick them up
again the next winter, you know.

B: Pick them up the next winter but the worms get in them. I
was cutting 0767 down here on a place, I was cutting on Mr.
Millgate, down below here. And I called up Pineo Brothers in
Genterville, had a mill up there. I says, "Want them logs?"
"Yesg, take them out anytime." Spruce logs, all spruce down there.
Yes, take the logs anytime. Well I says I think, "Frank", his
name was Frank, "you got to come down and bulldoze the road down
through where they are."™ "All right," he says, "you bulldoze
the road, and 1I'1ll give you a hundred dollars a thousand. TIf I
bulldoze the road I'll give you seventy-five." And I says, "You
got all the equipment. You better come down and do it."

So he come down and Frank and Morris come with him. Then
they come down, I hauled the 1logs for seventy-five dollars
thousand, was good. And then there was some more left in there
that we didn't get. And I was speaking to Morris about them
afterwards. He says, "They're all right-- but," he says, "they
won't be worth so much. Saw them up into boards and the boards
will be brittle." They might break. Which I could see that all

Ckﬂf?fvguﬁ
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true,

0785 As I say there were some good logs down there. And the

lady that owned that house down there. Let's see, her husband
built it in 1950 and 51 and he died. He never got a chance to
live in it too much. He just died, heart trouble. And then
after that, I says, "Mrs. Crogging(?) wouldn't you like to have
me come down there and cut some logs or cut some pulpwood or
something?" She says, "I'd like that. T would like that.” She
didn't have to have it, my gosh she was getting more money than
you and I ever thought of. And before I got around to cut she
changed her mind, she says, "I don't believe I will." So I'm
afraid to leave all that brush down there, I'm afraid of fire.
So I said okay. The next summer I spoke to her again, --
"Yes," I said I will go down in there with you and 1look that
place over. And she picked out a day and we was going down in
there. I was working up there as the caretaker. I was working
up there. She come out through the door, it started to rain. We
never got down in there that time either. So I did cut some down
there for Millgate (?) after he bought the place.

I: PFor who?

B: Millgate his name is. He come from Cligsgg_yoods (?) in New_

P—

York. Just up above the city there a 1little ways. Tuxedo,
Tuxedo in there. (I: Oh my goodness yes.) Yeah, tuxedo. But

he's moved down here now. He's living there all the time.

I: Are there all the summer people living here all the time now,
year-round? |

B: Mr. and Mrs. McGee, they own the next two buildings right
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here, on there. And they come down. But last year Mr. McGee was
in pretty hard shape. When he left here. They usually stay
until September. But he left the middle of July and 1left by
ambulance. Right home to Qonnectgggp. "Well," he says—-- I was
over to see him on a Thursday night before he left-- and he says,
"I'm coming back again in June." And I says, "Well I hope you
come back again Mr. McGee." He was in pretty hard shape. I
didn't expect him back but I called him, right now about every
month, down there in ngggggigut.
I: You just keep an eye on the place for him?
B: Yes, yves. I go over there once in a while, keep an eye on
it. Both houses. When I leave, before I hang it up, he says,
"I'm a gonna see you before the first of June." He sounds
stronger now than he did. So I have an idea he will.
I: I have an idea he will too--
B: I have an idea he will. and of course the Millgate, he moved
he moved down entirely now, he's living here. His daughter built
another place, or had another place built over there. The house
is big. The first on up there is a big house. There wasn't room
enough for Linda and her daughter and Mrs. and Mrs. Millgate.
That's all there was. There wasn't room enough. S0 she had
another place built further down. Since she got moved in, I
don't know what it is, but she had guite a place down there. And
then Mr. Millgate says, "I want to have another place built. He
showed me where. He says, "Up on top of that hill." Up on top
of that ledge. And I says, "Okay, I'll build it for you." He
¢ onnectiend
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says, "I want it built out of logs." You know, log cabin. Well,
I got in touch with the log cabin company, they wanted too much

money. [dog Dbarks] They wanted too much money. [rustling

sounds] So I got in touch with Pineo up there and [dog yelps]

(I: Sorry.) That's all right, it's all right. There's a

little place there I don't know what it tis. [The dog has a sore

ear]

And I says, "Have you got any logs or logs to f£it?" Well he
brought out a pattern he had there and I looked at it and I
said,"That'll do. That'll do it." So in order to have the 1logs
go that way. There was just a flat log on one place. So I put
my framework up and I put my (?) of seven-forty-
five (?) up in the corner. It looked like the log'd fit just the
same. I built it that way for him. 0842 He had quite a place
up there. So now he's living in the big house and that place up

there is empty. "Ah, Mr. Millgate, what are you going to do with

that place up there?" He said, "That's an office.” He says,
"That's what it's built for in the first place, an office." I
says, "Okay." [laughs] Yes, yes people come by and have a con-

ference, and so on, and so forth. All ready he has had some you

see affiliated with the college up here in‘Machias.

I: Coming in, I think maybe almost up to Whiting there,

[clanking noise] that's a huge house with pillars in front of it.

B: Yes, yes. I know what you mean. I can't tell you what his
name is, no. I know where you mean, I know what you mean, but I
can't tell you. O08%3 I: It certainly is sort of out of place

Machins,
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B: That's right. There was another place there
living here in town, and he was going to live up
gonna move in that old place. That's quite a big

Somebody didn't want him there because they burned

19080
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one

night. (I: Is that right?) Yes [laughs] they burned it down.

Somebody went up there just the same and built that place.

I: Now, we'll go back to the woods for a minute. (B:

right.) I got a couple of other questions there.

In a ¢«

let's say it was a double camp-- there'd be the cook's part,

the men's part, and a dingle. (B: Yes, a dingle between.)

then, what other buildings would there be? There's be the h

hovel.

B: Yeah, they'd be the hovel--
I: Which one was that?

B: The hovel was when?

I: Which camp was that now?

B: That was up 5th Lake. (T 5th Lake, right.,) Up

i asinsmm e o
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Township 36. And that was a big hovel, double hovel too, with a

hay shed in between.
I: A hay shed in between?

B: Yep. And there was a scaler's camp, too.

I: What would the scaler‘s—-

B: So there was a big camp, the cook camp and the sleeping camp

was all one with a dingle in between. And there was a big hovel

in there with a dingle between. And the scaler's camp.

t” [l
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I: Now who stayed in the scaler's camp?

B: The scaler, the scaler and his two helpers. That had four
bunks in it.

I: Would they eat with the men?

B: Yes, they'd eat right in the camp with the men.

I: Why were they separate?

B: Well, I don't know whether he didn't want to stay in the camp
with the men or, I don't know I'm sure.

I: Who was he hired by?

B: Both. Either Sullivan or Machias Lumber Company. He scaled
both lots. Machias Lumber Company owned three fifths. Sullivan
owned two fifth's of that lot up there. So he was hired and was
paid I presume by both companies. Sullivan had their own marker.
And the Machias Company had their marker.

I: What would they just use that four foot scaling stick?

B: No he had a long stick. He had a long stick, six foot stick.
I: Six foot stick?

B: Yeah.

I: And he'd just lay that on the butt of the log?

B: Yeah. On the top, lay it on the top not on the bottom, on
the top.

I: Oh, on the top?

B: Yeah on the top.

I: How about saw filing. Who did that?

B: Up there there was a fella, a regular saw filer. Leland

Keller his name was from Machias. And he was a regular saw

Pktaﬁﬁ
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filer. Up to Pembroke, the boss filed the saws.

I: Well that must've kept him pretty busy. I mean-- how often
would vyou have to get your saw filed.

B: Oh they'd take one every night. (I: What's that?) You had
a new saw every morning.

I: Every morning?

B: A new saw every morning.

I: Wow. And the boss would file them?

B: Yeah.

I: Must've kept him pretty busy.

B: Yeah it did. [laughs] He was out in the woods and in the
camp too.

T: The cook and the cookee. Just one cookee? (B: Just one
cookee.) Then there was a saw filer and a scaler and-- (B: two
markers.) And the two markers. Now that's all they did was just
mark logs?

B: That's all. He scaled them and the other two fellas Jjust
marked them. That's all they did.

I: I see. Well, kept them pretty busy, did it?

B: Yes.
I: Were there any other special Jjobs in the camp? (B:
Inspector?) --special jobs you know like cook or saw filer or

anything else?
B: No, no. Of course our saw filer, that's all he does up

there. Larry (?) Kilton. He filed saws, that's all he done.

I: Kilton?

Ke
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B: Kilton. 0902 That's all he done was filed saws. The cook,
all he did was cook. And the cookee would take care of the camp
you know, and get the firewood and the water, and keep the floor
swept. Dishes washed, and towels washed and so forth and so on.
The lamps filled, chimney''s cleaned.
I: Yeah, I can see that. Okay, one more question, when a new
man came into camp, let's say a greenhorn. Would they ever play
tricks on him?
B: Yes, they'd get right after him for a little while. Yes.
I: What sort of tricks would they play?
B: They'd perhaps they'd get him down on his hands and knees and
he'd have a bandana tied over his eyes. First thing you'll know
you'd get a whack in the ass with a codfish or something 1like
that. [laughs]
I: [laughing] Dried codfish?
B: Yes. Whammo. And as I say, they'd put a wash dish
full of dishwater on him. And so forth, everything like that.

(?) After awhile, if vyou
didn't get mad they'd quit. They'd quit after awhile.
I: I guess that was just sort of a way of finding out what a guy
was made of.
B: Yes, that's the way to initiate him. But didn't take you
long, vyou (?) go in there alone. And you go right in
to crewmen and you never knew any of them at all. But it
wouldn't take you long. Of course, before you know vyou'd sit

down alongside of somebody, get acquainted with him, ask him

where he's from, so forth and so on.
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I: Well that pretty well-- Okay, I'm getting on. TI've got to
get back up to Machias pretty soon here but I'm gonna be taking
this stuff home and I'm gonna be oh work it over. I'll be
thinking of all kinds of guestions that I want to ask, and 1'll
be back some time in May, sometime like that.
B: Okay, Okay.
I: If you can take it, I can take it. [laughs]
B: Yeah, I can take it. You know this is interesting. It's
interésting to me.
I: Well that's good because it's very interesting to me.
Your how old now did you say?
B: Eighty-two, I'm eighty-two.
I: And you were born right here in Cutler?

e
B: Yes. You know, I've had people ask me, you lived here all
your life? I says, "Nope, not yet." [laughs]
I: [laughs] Have you ever heard that Marshall Dodge fella?
B: Yes.

I: Well why don't I just-- [closing remarks]

[0935 END OF INTERVIEW]
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CATALOG OF TAPES LOANED ME BY NEWELL BEAM, CUTLER, ME., #f 3/10/86, OF HIS
SIBGING AND STORYTELLING:

(calibrated on SONY TC 5000)

006~ THE PINES OF MAINE. Very brief. Foldowed by chorus of THE SHADOW OF THE PINES,

025~ (story) "Kick 8em in the Ice-Holeo"

040~ JAM ON GERRY'S ROCK,

110~ I CAN'T CHANGE HER (I'11 smash her up for kindling in the sweet by and by)
Laxt stanza only.,.

116~-LUMBERMAN'S ALPAHBET

1402THE SAILOR'S WAY,

180~ "As She Waits By the Deep Blue Sea." Don't know name. This is last line of
chorus.,

230- (story) Sambo: "Carburetor don't carb'",

245~ THE ACTOR'S ONLY CHILD,

332- %mkmxyx "With His hands in his pockets and his pockets in his pants, he
gets a little wiser every day."

%55% o HERE
373~ WHERE THE SILVERY COLORADO WENDS ITS WAY.

(stories and songs in here I can't identify)
560~ ILOVED YOU BETTER THAN YOU KNEW (I think).
622~ HARD TIMES (And its hard times)

LI EEEREEREERESEE Y (SIDE TWO)*************

003~ THE FLYING CLOUD

105~ COHEN ON THE TELEPHONE

140- BOLD MANAN THE PIRATE

230-1'M PRETTY WELL FOR THE SHAPE I'M IN (poem)
255~ IN THE SHADOW OF THE PINES,

#12- Local song, mentioning a number of local people. Beam knows who wrote it
and can expldin the local references.

360~ recites rest of foregoing song
422-1I'M PREITY WELL FOR THE SHAPE I'M 1IN,
442~ Letter from a mother to her son.

several more poems,
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Mortheast dronlves of Foliklors amd Oral B s
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Ty You want to set vour chinme on. boo. ah?

Fe Mimes all ooing to.

ahter,1 1

ware made From owbhan vou

over tThere from whe
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i
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I sust wanted to ask vou. (B (i

v werse talking aboulb sing

ared double

« That

one was a single camp and one was a double LT W (B

Whnat s the i

inctiong how do ovou--7

Br & sinole camp is & cook and the slseping

. focloab e

mpr has & dinole

O, T see.) The sleeping shack is here, and the oook

Mara, with the dingle bebtween. CTherse is

ool ih o might

Is So it's two separate buildings (1 Yes, righty wunder the

same roof?

B All under the same roof, right., But the dingle, T call it--
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Is The doors were macs
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By That was guite level. OFf course, there was holes in it.

Bure vou couldnt get poles unle

probably sight

through &t the butth. Yeoud can®t get bthem

all strai

@romgh

a straight Flooe, (1 g

brvow witat I omeans bthers®d be oracks in bet

ks under camp all winter.

- Shunk

B SBhurdks undsr camp all wintee, Youw could ses Tem wallking

arourd dows through there, down theough them oracks, Yeaal, wveah.

Iy For goodness®

v they d never bobthes?

E

v’
=z

Thaey wouldn™t bothery ey wouldn®t bobher, I had a camp oul

back here, probably about, ohb, four mil

right back ouwt in

e oo

e e

Yo Al hhere w

a Ffamily of

skunks down there every wintsry sver

gvery winter there®d be a family

ot smhiunks

urddar there., They were good, and they get guite btame.

They didn™t bothers

it vou don®t bother them, why it's all

Fight.

I I o

Y

Tmopretby omuch brue. (B That s right.)

They're certainly not looking for trouble. (B:  That’ s right.

1 (0138 Dkay, there’s bthe difference on the single Camp.

How would that be

{:L..

laid out? 1 ssan, would the bunk

O
T a T bty

By Yeah, The single camp-—1 was in two canps up there. The

sirgles

AN 0 Fooours

o hhe door come dn here, we’ll sayv, and

3

tharn over in hergee,

i MWant to draw that? Here, 1711 give vou a npiece of

et mes

iF I ocan——,

Whv don™t vou just deaw

that.
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s [CRrawinol  We 11 sayvy the door in here, 0

L NMEre wWas

the cook’s side. Over in here there was bunks made. Now let’s

e bunks

BV . (1 fAlong the

Hight im hers was the wash stang. 1468 -

YWepalt, right b

The stove would
e right here. {1 I see.? And the cook’s sidebosed™d bhe right

e . Frad Yhe bunbkes wouls be all over hers., (1 11 down the

Dver here-—in that camp--and across this end. (1

the and then, =sh?

The table’d be right in her

v ate, hme™ How many tables would it be?

o i Lthat camp. {1 Just o onE. ) That was a small

T Hmme-Fymim . How many men would that be?

e Thers was btwo, fouwr, siz, sight, sisxtesn—ihat would hold.

wodilad hold two. That d bhe

#heen e B Sl e, ] T

the cook and the boss had single bunks.

T Hmm-timim .

and then there'd be a stove oub heee in

the micddle

For keseping hest up, ore-7

B Yuo, The ramdown,  wh

the ramdown yight up hers

iy the midadle, the pipe went up

v went along this way, gt

that vouw could hang yvour olothes. there’d bes some heat from  thatb

pips--hang vouwr clobthes sach side of it.

| - M . Your had little wi

anging down (B3 Yeah), or

bhimg like this, vou could hang vour olobl

Yepu, veah.) I

id imagine atter a few d:i o wesekes in

Lhere, with men dryving their olo - ard &ll o of that, I bet that
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a small all it own.

Br  Yes, it has: it had.

3 That

U camp had a shky

root (s Oh, I see), so that vou

And, of Towrss, whers the 4 ling bench was, whers

Filad the saws, over bhee

Mad a light, in th

B owindowg

Lhare was a window in b

Ty Was the window in

sidde o din bthe rood™

oot . {1 Im the roof. I dhe roof, veah. Thers

wan & o cdindow, & big, long wicod

in here, where the

wWor ke,

I: Hmm-Fmm . Weoe ' o that be in the side of the hotd

L

fing. o o in

thew—.

2 That o b=

Leothe side,

el e dn bhe s

cha, o

=) The one over

cook's bench. (B

} Do o those would

vour only lights in

i

would be that, vour only wind

(B That’s right;

TEoright. Y And the §i

% bench was here i &

g opposite

oo ner (Be

P omatty cornered across from

Foe T § ORI

+

place, wh

e olid hvis worl?

T Ymalt . That s wheres he Miw owirk .

T Now, he'd be in

day, wouldn®t he?

B M, Mo, that was a small orsw. That

s

& wmmall orew,. and

ashrably had to take bwo

oul & dav, about *

davy. (s Oha I the morning.  Thev'd take & sha

morning, and

v d bring it odin that n

aht, take anobher one--

rarg one-—nexdt morning.

Iy Bure, that s rigbt. There*d only e two orews working,

rioht T

La
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Br  Yeah, two orsws working. (Is Yeah.? Yeaah. The big camp-——

ONE wWas way up rilver there, way up at Fifth Lake-~that was a

double camp, and--—,

T Mow, how was

i

-
i

take a look &t & double camp, hesre,

[ Ew]

chiraw that

paperd

Thesrer thers® s bthe sing

L e AN raw 1t right

Frove Bhat wond e .

Root. (1 Hmm—hmm. ¥ RHood over the dingles (1

HMmm—hmm. 3 Right there. There’s a door here; now a door hers

that went to the cook’s shack, And in the men’s shack, there’ s a

ped

ram dowr Dhere, A oef stove pips weant thalt way

and up thro

L.

(I Yesamli. )

Dove wenh upn

Fra 7 fArrd e had-—-that double camp,

e had

& sideboard alm

length of that side. {I:  #lmost
the whola length to the snd of that camp?) Ve

La Yes, to the snd of

it, where he worked; his st

riabit here.,

Is Mmm-hmm, 1 ses. You'd coms in the door and the shc

bl
8]

the right. (Eis

e

EX Tviel e morse up in Shers, 1711 sav. {1z I ses, befors thse-

tabhles~—-7) Betors the tables

tables in here. Thisre was

theree tables i bhat

Ts How many men woul

o

1 that Dhe, now?
Fs Moy then, that hesld thirby—§five. (13

T:  That many?T!  Yaah

Thirty—five men.

Ty Just aboul twics as many as the othasr camp-—.

B Yaes, wes, 1h was. It was guite a big camp.

T A then they had the dingle in betwesen?

G"‘
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B The dingle in belwesen, ves. Right in there.

Iy Now, the dingle would have a roof over it and ro side

TE: Yees, sust oneg roof. Mo mides. e

Smnd
an

]
i

O8N ) Opesry .

of bhe meat, or anyihing

Fere, could vou then? e cowld vou?

Baeooy They oliod. U They olicd?l T eicl. Yaalt, .

from the men’s shack, through this door

d A

right here, and go right outdoors., l Iesee.dr  Or wvouw oowuld

somme ouh theough this way and go right oubtdoners this wav. It was

all open.

Ts  Bubt then they'd have sides of besf, things like that, hanging

up bhere.

H. Best, pork,

b
EE]

Tell me, did anvbody ever hunt foree dic they sver sat deer

mealt, or anvihing like that, when vou wers up there?

Br Wasn™t suppossd to, {1 I oknow. ) Bub did. {.

iz That s what I alwas wonderad.

Ttosupposed bto Dut did. Yeal,

T Whio would do ol

Punting®

Bz O298 )\ Well, thers were several in

hunters; thers wsere several in bhoss

camps Thalt was

umters. v

b ¥

ormes L

amp--that small camp there, that we was in--they shol a wolf

thers, but

'+

shob Lt atter I coms down (1 Vo wmesr, I come

e

cowrr i venr, I

wantad bto come home and I oask the bos

L2

"Are you going to shorten orew this vear, bBeorge

Aang he saves

¥ty

Pell, iF T was going to shorten corew, § oshould shorben thos

last fellows that coms in. But vou fellows, vou coms in First.”

s



1908093%

"Wall," I saves, "I1'd like

down because | want o cut my

wood, firewood, while this snow is on."  So, right after I went

out from thesre, they shot a moose in that

campy and they had

gat din thers, with their bsef.

i

Tu Yemal . Sooih odigd oo oon.

i‘f‘
t
un
i
Y
Y
i
B
i
1

nfulele! I wasn™ i

i ol

arnd shoot one, oF would somsbody just--7

Br Mo, nc

. I+ somebody wanted to get owdl and shoob one, okay:

they*d do it on iday, 1f thsy wantsd o shoob

B

o, There
wasn once, I shot a partridgs. I was conkesing. and I shoobt a

partridgs there, and 1 Drought

7T
P
ot
b
i
¥

i
-3
it
Pl

miearnsd it. Ao T had

it odn & pan of water thers on hhe

Yond bad what®)

Had it in a pan of water on the table, bilood

saking oubt of it.

The walking boss coms in: he happersd o sese it there. fhihat ' s

in there®" Dook savs, & bivd.” He didn™t sayv it

was a partridagss he said, "That was a bhird.® L

sghkear

Iy The walking boss didn™t say anvmors about $£7

B Pl . He didn®t say anvibhing mors a

Brew. (1 M krnew. ) He krnew e bhadd .

e . S TaTa B W SEAME AN,

thers was one fellow went in., he had his rifle with RHim.
and thern he thought his rifle plaved out, thought there was

sonsthing the matter with the sights, or somebhing. And we was out on

the lake ome day, and we was targetb practicing. ard e

"There’s somsthing the mathter. "

Fiwm o rifle. Fiftoman

dollars., Ancther fellow fook i, The nest Sundav he went hone

WE

and shot a dear. [

(]
s

i
iL‘d

iauvghs. 3 That night--oh, there was thres



o Fouwr of us out

and cleaned it up, and all.

ook cooked 1t right in o with

T The wardens wouldn®™t be

By Yeah, thers d be a warden

Tl e

o s

Ferl long wp

warnted o bring ib

ol osed Mg 1L g

ask him aboul 1t. fAandgd he

sava, "ls it legal?™ He

HEVE

ooy

et i

what ™) *EE

S

LY [ lve

IRENISTE

o bring 4L

permit o bhring it (Il

o .

ahot in olose

HEIATONN .

oo Well,

arrest

the guy and--—,
Frobably

Iz Wasn ™t worth it Froth

point, thers,

remanber, that vou borrowsd s

(e Yo, 3 How  Commor wesr s

Ll

el wy

STl Y DErSBON

Hsually, usually. That §

he camps was probably threes

H

snowshoes in there,

he'd go bhaok

there-—-—where we

the

aroyarod

LA

F

i .

e,

K]

R I
frosme,

Ot ,

i

P

i e

ard

fradd

Sawsd it

ot

I

o e

el

oy

.,

the warden——it"d probably b

Fichy

of

S

oty

+

i1

3

that

LA

rought
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in

DT LOwWhm,

e

“rved

W e

Mo
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rebweaen

i

e
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Hear what?) Hoard

thalt were mads oub o

N 07 jo e K sove gree o
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i)

Moy,
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I Hmimbmm, hmmelimm . odon®y

there in the woods thatb

SITOIWNSND

B Moo You'd out

g

one winter wup thers, Tw,

sri,  in The night.

AGAIN. Well, shtarted

oub, all, vou know,

i that single File hs
T that* s true. (B

eal,

somsbody h

Yeal. Wihatl would

YL

""" of winbsr shos

there bk sy
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B
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o the inside,
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TV [

A
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frarr

i

And did ovow ever hear of board racker
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wanted to walk
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T went
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into
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T
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I got there.
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Is Bt
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B Fight, Th

of bThem. Yy

Time,
Would vou
With =
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By [ Ev e Well,
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VES, YEG.

i
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byt
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Hmm—tymm, J
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e SR
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Tt oa 1 Lop.
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e was all

Faotk. Shioe
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i
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B, Sir. ) I heard them called larrigans.

Fis YL . Lareigan

Bl Pmmebimm.

Ts But mos

of the time, it

bimed of L. L. Bean Do

sort of thing, sh? 9=} Y Yaah, ) I wonder, wers they made

ooy won kriow,  ope-7

By Moo Most sveryvh diffarent, different brands. Yesah.

i MWe"re talking aboult what wvear? 7T

L)

Twant AR G I e

By Y . YR

T T wonder when L. L. Bean first started msu ke

i
EE

P osmwre I odon™t krowy I%m swe [ don®t krow.

T I wonder if he invented it, or if he auslt populari;

ko ?

By Yemal . Idon™t know, I'm sure.

told vou fellows to break a trail

k¥4

SN (Br Yes veali. Mow, were you s

arhing bhat

t
H

trail from the Hacon Pla
AL LA

wE, From bhe

.
' Ve,

LI Okay, that's what I, Do v

a traitl oul to thes

Bacon FPlace, and they wers starting oub from bhe obber

iole,

B ‘g, they s

@d out From the camg,

arbierry |

Iy Yeah, veah. And Harey MoRsavey was

a0 He was. He was going back and forth (I3 Yes) on his

snowshioss .,

wiouldn®

the snowshoss

£ CHAD «

Br o Mo, vouw could wa

Cran Qur\{ ek

Queon Ploce

a9
Tt
e

right along on that orust
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yaeah.  And then we had o get right up on fop of that orust andg

Jumgp it down, made a brail for bthe ozxen, and then a beanm coms

B R,

atiter the ozen. I Hmm—himimn. O4&éw Midole

the oxen played out and we had o bturns seound

I But the hore

chidn®t play o

the o

didn®t play oubs

L They

LN -

i Yerah, weabh. Would sou wrap the s

By Bo. Moo Didntt owreap them. Tt was all broke down, you Enow,

for them to coms along prebby ddy VoLl ko,

C R EY . How common weEre oxen in bThe

Hmm

=

DM wEre onen in the woods?

one yoke ds the only one bthat 1 osver

I suppose the nest winfer, we abs " am.

Well, 1 supect that’ s Trus. By Yes.d Yeah.

Why did they keep a voke--ssemnms bo me & hoes

cther for owork in the wo

-

they usad bthem for skhidding i

e .,

dign™t

B by e [ I
e . ey

Taking them from

{fis

Ard owould bthe wus

Pey

thought of that.

Bz The tsamster would oren ons day and take the nest

orne the
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HH I see, | sse. Hmm . But they werse much slowser, weren’t they?

Is How about

ive strenghh,

compared with & horse?

By I think a wonslod pull more than an

wmally think

Lt owoil e, Mow, IT79m not surs aboul o

wieri ol

Liow | was

arounad for rough work,

That s right. Yeah,

I: Well, now, vou've already

that IPve gobt hae whioch w

oy fThatl

right in the camp {t-

B The Filing bench wasz

I What obher oub-boaildi

Wall, there'd have Lo be a hovel, wsowldn’t therg-—7

Fte The hovael, for the hors

o

& yand that camp, bhe vear

before they had a

e

A b Fo b

there bh

wint

the 1o

et gowe

out bhere. Hub wp. wmay up

wWhesrs LThaey

ol le camp, thers of oo

@ big hovel, big double

with the hay shed between, and thern a

it
3

for four peopls in hhers.

Ts Areh whe would stay in Ll

T clh ake

sre, b fbrg——



scaler, bhat's

s

Ty Howw may scal e wers thers?

B O tha

aler and there s bwo markbers

5

there, becauss Machias Luamber Company owr

i
i

L ovs, ros} g ] > Y aae ares s v, vevn o] e e
ard Sullivan owred Duoge

oo bullivan bhad a

done all

L fArd he did the scaling for

Ein HMea did the

g For bobh compani

el the

Bullivans logs were on this

side, and the Lunber Comg

by ®

Ferant mark on bthem,

"

when the

come o

Dovmpand ss

i bhers

marking for Bullivan, the other $fopr—--—-7

By Machias Lunber Compary.

And now, the scalers

the orew thalt was working in there

and The company, in 2 way. (E Ay, YeEs. It must hav

By YUy VL. T was. The Fivrst winter [ went

LI

—arngd the Fi

. Lhey didn™t have

Wit

the markesrs,

Ts But was there sver-—oid

joelie

peEoplse sver g

i

Cooangry about his

scale, let’s say?  Would he--?

itH

was the scaler. {Is Teaar Eaton. )

py
‘T
i
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Tsaac Eaton, ves. And his boy, young Tkey (), he was marking.
And Herb Matto (7)) was marking for Sullivan. Yeah.

{I: I omee, And pretty much evervbody accepted his scaling?
CBi Yes, ves. Evervihing was all a1k Yup.  Everybthing was
all right.

Iy Where did he scale? I mean, vou could take a tree down at

the stump, then vouw'd yard it up. Did he scale on the vard opF--7

]

B:  No. He scaled on the ice. (I On the landing™) O th
Lake, Y,

I Yup, vup. Mow would he measwre svery log?

Br  No. Now he wouldn™t have to. Now I%ve gobt & caliper
timber. And I7d mark one here, oy probably Tike that. Id put
that scaler, that caliper, on there; and I'd sayv., "Twentv." And
there’d be a fellow come along with a pencil and & pad, and I

says, "There’s a twentyy there’s a twenty; and there's a twerirtyy

and so forth and so on." After vou' ve scaled so ltong, vou can
Cas1 >
tell what it is, pretty near it. 05568

T Wheaen yvou say "a btwenby, " what do youw mean by that? §tH
Twanty fost, ) Twenty what?

Bty Twenty foehb.

I A twenty foot log, vou mean?

{E: No.o  Twenty board fest, twenty board fest.

I I see, Tor the thousand, vou meanT (Ein Yemabh, yveah.? Mot
sust twenlty board feest in thaet whols tree,

E:  That one, that caliper scale, takes a tree wp thirty feet.

Gl s I see.) Then the rest of it goes for, say, pulp wooe, o

1&



somathing =1lse,

the top.

1908102

I Well, now, when yvou say, therse’s “"a twanty, " would that mean
there were just twenty board fest in that tres?

By Twenty board feet in that tree, ves.

I T omee. That sourds like a small tres.

Eta I is small. (I:  Okay, okay [lauvghingl. Tt is small.
About like that [motioningl, breast high. (Is  Hmm-hmm.) Four
fast high. Yezala

I Okay. And what would vou do? Would you mark the tres wiith
an axe mark, or something like thabt, lebt's say?

You could,

that., it

Blare

I was just scal

yiou could,
chonwr, puth

Lrg

YL Briow,

o a scaler’s mark, or something like
thres marks on that scale. BHut wasually,

going around scaling, see how much

wood bhers was on bthe lob.
L I ses, yeah. Well, that would sort of be survaving, then,
check ahead of time and ses what's g bhere,
B Yeah, surveving, more or less. Yaak, veah. Yeakh .

S83
Is 0394 Dkay. Now, one place vou speak about marking with a
Mramme .,
B On the snd. (Iy Hmm-hmm.) On the end of the log. MNow
Machias Lumber Company had an axe-—it was an axe-—and on the back
on the poll of that axe was letters. One end of that log that
way and drive "MLO," Machias Lumber Company, on the end of that
log, with the poll.
{1y With the poll side.
Ets Yk Sullivan®s had thres "8"7g, And of course, they'd use
that

axe for putting the mark on that tree,

L. I don®t

17
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remember, I can®t remember what the mark was on them logs, up
thers, way up 3é&. I do remember what it was down at Fembroks
camp, because I did it guite a lot myself. It was & girdle "F,"
threse notoches (7).

Ty Girdle "F," thres notches,

1B Three notches, veah.

Is  Now, would that be put on, as well as the stamp on each of
the logs. (Fie Y@, VEs, Vs, ) What did that-—why did vou neesd

them hobth?

m
ua

I don™t know. Unless that girdle "F," three notches-—when

vou stand up they could see it better, or something.

2.

I I wonder i it might be-—-.

E:  They could tell where that log come from.

Te  Which camp. (B:  Yes, yves.) Yeah. I wonder i that might
e bthe reason.

B: Yes, I think probablv. (I:  So--.r  Bubt I dont remember
guslt what the mark was up to 36, I'm sure.

s But they would, they'd cut a blaze or-—(B: Yes) and dust owt
into bthe bhark?

By Yes, that's something (7)Y, ves,

T Hmm—mm., When yvou say, girdle "F," three nobtoches-—--—-ocan YO
diraw that for me? [The sounds of

Fia Y,

L Clnder his breathl Oh, vouw' ve got one of YOUF QWM.
B With vour axe, vou cut yvouwr girdle, and on the other EME, YL
cult yvour "PU, (I Oh, I see.) Thres notches.

Is Simple as that. (B:  Yes.) The girdle was simply a straight

?w/‘wo(l

L&
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line, (BHr Yes, ves.) I ses. PR wonder what that stood

For——,

Bty "R oprobably was Fembroke, because-—, (I Yeah, veah.?
e

That could be.

Te  That makes sense.

Be  Yes, That s the "RF©v,

IS But then, how long would it take vou to cut that in a trees?

B &4 minute. CLhauvghter.1 Minute.

Is Yeah, well, akav. I know over on the FPenobscot [the
—

ound o

Hh
i

tearing paperl, there were just all kinds of marks. (By Yeas,
VEE, ) Hunmdreds of them. And so, now, let’s see, so they did use
both syvstems alt once then. 1§55 Yem, they did.? They d stamp
the log on the end.

) _6as
B:  They d stamp the log on the end, both ends. Foth ends. 04638

Is When that came down to the boom, would it-—a log in the water

is going to float one way. {Fs N

i

ol I wonder how good they
ware at figuring out how that log would float, so that the mark

would be on the top side.

Bi  No, they wouldn™t [ghucklinagl, they wouldn™t know. No.

L Bo, the man at the boom would have to roll them, or what?
B Sure, yeah. See the stamp on the aendy they could see bthe

stamp on the end.

Iz Yerah, veah. Mow, I wanted to ask a gquestion about the

Mo sess ., The company furnished the horses, (B Yeab. )  Now,
wera the same horses used for skidding and for hauling?

BHe  No. (Is No?)y No.o They had skid horses and they had the
horses on the sleds for hauling.

I: Hmm-hmm. But I was wondering if maybe when you were skidding

)
QN 19
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early in the year if they'd simply use the same horses and th
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Just double them up .

B M. Mo, thev used them for skidding. They used the older

horses For skidding. (I: Oh, real lv™?) Yes, they used the ol ey

horsss for skidding.
It Why, because they weren® it shrong o —-7

B  The younger horses would be more fres on thes road, wallk

faster, he strongsr, haul more logs, easier to handle.

Iy The older horses, vou mean?

EH:  No. Ner,  the Younger horses., - Ohe 1

BEE. ) The YOUn g e
horses on the s]leds,

I: Hmm~Fmm., But I"ve heard fellows tallk about a twitch {7

horse that could--that vou didn®t even have to go with him.,

You'd tell him te ao ahead ang-—-—.

B That'g right: that®s right. He'd know enough. A skid horse

woild  krow enough to go. You hook it on a log and--oh, some

horses woul o gooup ta oa log and tuen A ound. But vou'd hook a

horss on the log and start him going, and hed o

t8s
the vard., 06468

right on out bo

[

The vard man®d unhook Bim, turm Rim o,

start him back A&l (It For goodress® salims, ) Yes, yvou krnow.

It Made it kind of @asy for the teamster, didn®+ it?

B: VYes Fohueklingl, that s right., Some horses krow more about

wonrliing i bhe woods,  or W EL NG somswhers @lae, than the

teamster doess.
Iz Chawahingd I'm sure that*s true. For every horse there'd he

a teamsbee? (S H] e, ) And anyvithing else that would work wi th

that with him? Anybody whod work with the teamster? Just e

B Mo, Just that teamstor wionlld tend his own horse, Yeah.

I: S0 a crew, then, working, would amount o a teamster and his

49 2o



horss, and who elae, rnow?

E:  There'd be a--most of them, if they're craEwing, would be an

undercutter. You understand what an undercutter is, +o mark the

tree wheres it s going to fall.  Then two Bawyers, and there d he

knotter and a SWAMDEEr , CIa T owmee, ) Ard & skid teamater,

I's  So the undercutter’®d be working full time at undercutting.,

(BH:  Yes, ves.) And the two sawvers--— (B Two sawyers) ——they o

start on the obher side of the tree and cut +o the underout.

Ry Yemah. Cut through the undercut, veah. (I: And the—-—.)
And the swamper, he was swamping the skid roads. And the
knotter. CThe ing shailr in bhe background. ]

Iy And yvoud try to fan vour breess aut, so that-—-. (g Y,

veah.? And then your knotters job would be simply to limbh the
tree oub?

E:  Limb the tree out, veah. And if it was behind the stump, it
was the knotter’s job to chuck that log up over the stump. {1z
To what™) To throw the log up over the astump, with a peavey., or
something, so that the teamster’d get a hold of it. Qggé

It You mean he’d put the log itself v or bhe stump?

Br  Over it, up over it. Yeah.

Iy Bo it was sitting omn top of the s Lmp P

Btz Moe mo. Mo, it'd be over down on the obther mice, on the
obher side.

e Dkav. By Yeah.) Right. Okay, now., was the Lombard WL
usad there, was that steam— or gas-powered Lombard? (B That
what?)  That Lombard.

e The Lombard was gas. (1 Tt was, eh®) That Lombard log-

haulear was gas, ves. Idon™t know whatever happened to ity I'm

g@‘z/

A choppap —-—-7 . 9 0 8] O 6 *
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LA, Up in Aroostook County somewhsre there's a Lombard setting

out in the woods, all rusted. (Is Yeah.) So I've understood,
but I never sese it.

I I"ve heard of that, and there’s also--have VoL @ver sesn bthe
Lumbering museum up in Fatben?

Eiy Mo, T've never been up in that country.

I Well, theyv've gob a Lombard in theres. (BEy  Yes,!) S one of
the old steam lLombards, and then they’ve got a gas-powsred one
Thers, Loo.

{E: One of the old steam Lombards. Yes, veaah.

Te They ve gob one up at the University gf Maine in Orono,

there; it's just in a shed at the present time, pretty well
bpooked down. Someday they 11 put it together and make it crar
of & museumn. (B:  Yes.) But at the present time, it's just
sitting there in a pile of junk, vou might HAY W

LB Yeah . That probably had a cab on it. {1z Ohy weah.?
Yeah, it did. Fraobably that was something like the one that was
at Machias River. Yearah .

It MWanted to ask vou about saws that vou used. You did SAWL M.
I sssume. (Ey Vi, Ves.) Heav . Firet of all, let's just take
tools. What kind of an axe would vou use?

Er  An are, the kind of an axe we'd use would be a double-bitted

E e, (I= You woulod use®) Vel . Mg be a double-bitted ase.

s And were these furnished by the company?  (B:  Yes.) What
Rind wers they usuallyy | mean what brand?

By Snow and Nealey.
I's  Were they Snow and Nealey?

E:  Snow and Nealey. Usually be Snow and Nealey. Yup.

It And what weight? How big an axe?

Arooe+°° k AOVLW(“{ (,
WMo Wt
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Er  Three pound and a half. (I: How much™)  Three pound and a

half.
I: Three and a hald pounds. (B: VYes.) That's a pretty good
sized ave. (E: VYes.) Yeah. How about handles? Would ey

supply the handles or would yvouw bring VOLE a7

B:  Yes, they'd supply handles, ves. VYeah. The comprayTd supnly
the ase and the handles, They supplied all the tools. {1 I m

SOrry. ) They soonlied all the tools.

i I see, okay. 6nd if vou broke an axe, vou could g and get

arobther one?

E:  Yes, just get a handl=. ves. A broken handle. ©o get

iR
another handle, put 71 in.  Yesabh. {(Is  Now--.3) 0734 You used
to be able, had to be able to handle youwr own axe. They wouldn®t

handle an ave for vou: no, vou used to handle VI DA @M, (1

Is that ~ight?) Yes. Yeah.
I Hmme-hmm. Well, that®s a =4ill in it’*s own right, isn't it7?

B: It is, if you nst it straight. Yes. (I You gobt to keep
it=-.}  You gobr to keep it--vou sight scross the length of that
blade on that handle--coming »ight there on the center of that
handle, on the end of i+,

Iy You look down the blade. (B:  VYes.) And vouwr handles
sticking out here, like this. (B:  Fight, right.) Anc that s
got to be absolutely straight.

B:  Absolutely straight, if vouwre going to have a straight axe,
VEE ,

s Yezal . How about seating the thing in the eve of the EME,

theara?

By You made it down, so that was drive in that @ye guibe hard,

22 2%



guite hard, then vou put a wedge on the snd of it. 1 9 0 81 09 "

i I sees. The wedge come as part of the handle?

Bix Yemahy, CIa Or did=--.) Yaah, yveah.

Ty Just the same way it iz today.

B:  Just the same way it ism taday, veah.

It Would that wedos be a wooden wetl g

E: A wooden wedge, veah.

I's  Not like my splitting maul, which had amn iron little
werlggee——, Little wedge jammesd in there.

(B Yes, a little iron wadge, ves,

Iz Now, would there ever be visitors in the camps I mean pesople
who'd just stop by for some reason, hunters, or something of that

ot ?

By That camp, that single camp, was on Feaked Moumtain, on

the [pausel, on the eastern side, sastern end on Feaked
Mountain. And these sled loaders, 1711 put it that way--they
was up thers loading sleds——for that tractor. And sometimes
they'd go home on Saturday night. Well, it was Walter Durlings
Walter Durling lived right in NEELQY" frd sometines his

wifte and his son and the school teacher and somebody e@lse would
come into that camp on Saturday night. (Ie  Hmm-hmm.? They d
get their supper in there, and then Walter and somesbhody else
would go out with them (I: Dh, I sese), for the weskend. (L I
see, hmo-fmm. ) But that’s the only time, the only camp thers
EVEr Was any visitors. Mo huntsrs, no hunters.

b1y Qggg I should have thought that there might be, vou kEnow,
during the winter, that hunters might stop in.

E:  No, not to stay. They might call in, ves: they might call in

if they was hunting around, but not o stay there.

TR |
I/JL""\“[ 22 2.4
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oay ., Ibknow over on the Penobscoot,

MR L N

s  Hmm—hmm. I see, I

theres o

o be peddliers wha'd coms sround. (I

veakh. )
And arother thing that d come around

Fy

H

Taphers, yeah. ) They'd coms aro

they d get the whole orew out thers, LE Yes, yeah

5]
4
-
!
a
"
ol
1

e, bhen coms b

to bheame,

T8 g.;: RV o TR ]

Vil e soms Time bhefore i

Eiz Y@, YES. Yo wowl ol

whern viow went

Tt would be dark when vou

want out dn the morning, too.  And bthe $i

Thing vou'd do was

feat and hang vour rubbers

Wil wantad

Al

d b dry dn bthe noraing. Sl owout d

Oy Wi

and thinges like that.

Arigd bheen af

Forby-dive" or oribba

Tike that. Mot too much gambling, nob

i i . I have bDesn o in
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camp where they gamble Dok omot oo much. Thera®d probably

Ire bwo gamss

sav, and then vouw'd have gquite a

ot , So they d tell sto-

rigs, sing songs, do b

the voung fallows on

-y Forth and

the ewvening.

784

med some of the songs yvou know?  OBOO

[ & Ts that whers vou

. I Yike that

{fan T olibe

P Fhyesm

bErow o what bhey ars

1

nams Them.

ming tooa lob of country and w

radio, now, and, b

S S LRt

slwayes in bDroubls

Yermba

I I

wihiern som

wld there bDe

sar oy

s B bhidne s

. T e b
oy Yeah PR eali.

Is What would the storv-telling bs. for i

Mow,  won

11 one

sy

iz Story-telling, a

it owonld be whers somsbody

[N

i

song obher camp, and they wera Lling & story aboul piling

2.
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other camp, and so forth ard 50 on.

oyt l LA g Weel .,

somshody, Lhey might not be

on the camp, they might o the construction

somawhers, and they d

Wi

chxing.

@ LS ES .,

gooxd many of Dhen were

Wb oLt i

#oamrEne oeb omer,

ungr, Dol Ifve Liwved in

g
N

Bt "t 1,

I Yo werse &l

play, and I want

2ioabib . R EnTRE DL T

talking about ong gams

VO ard on & bhroom

stick, and fhen pult 10 on woue

S &L

B )

usend ho,

1 Yo

e 277
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By Fut o that on vour and bend over backwards and touch that

on the flooe. L I

PHOW ) YV ocan™t do it. I can’™t do it mnow.

Yy MWalt a minute,

M SEE., I"11 try it I krnow I can’™t do

ach down, put

thing vight in vour aroapit.

B I owonugs armpih, e

choddmen . ves,

oy just

YIML O DAN

touch bthat on the Floor.: O, my

wahangd. I

sl hole, when we was in the gravel; we

it with

Mandle. {1 Hmmeelmim . Tooouwlid 1§

oo b

oy e ool (3 Mo , amdd kesp her o on

i,

Well, now, viou o™ 4 get L ROSEI T
conal o vou®
B (i ol Y, I had that

I Forgot about

wipalol e bhidls

(L SIEME 1

Iowas wondsred

= the syes.  You'd brew

krnook tha

iy Ohy omy Bodi-—~bknide down.

i (e my Gog !

. vEal, Yoo put it oright bt

MEABLr L g




VLM AT fAnd by to kEnook

brife down. 1 9 O 8 1 1 4 ™

LE: Yes.  fnd trey to bnook that knife

cloawr .

T Oh, my God. I

1 Tihern I odid have

righh, you BErow.
poe u F

couldn™t bhelisve what I

R

seRing, 1

WERES

By e handl

L oy

are Two oof bhhem. et on f

wintlodn ® &

it othere: bubt i+ vou weren’ i

tie it Lhere,

R W e T e

then vou'd try obher Fellow over. G O, 1 mee,)

Wittt btihe snd

o bk

wmtil ol wori.

. (Eis Y i fary oy

whares would vour arms

Yot be holdine

Sl Y f pem e PR B 1 [ N 5 p een i W ey T
fH: Yes, right thers, veakl. Yesah {1

Ard voutd tey bto b

the obther felloe

wi bl Bl end of the

hanole.

T Hmm—hmm,  haamehin . Oy gust bumping

Rim, I

!

el i, ok Ard then 1 ows

fa Pol lering L

« Mo, vou ba

haendlie, btoo. Two feliows, sitting on the fFloor, anc

Frawl thet Fellow un
P

. Ore fal low’

I} i By <o 4

rrames




it was gquite awhile ago. I

tanding right by the sink., and I

Brew bhis fellow could hawl the other fellow up, and we ma

that

wp that day, owul in the waoods. Al T

MEMmeE Was

Chambers, but [ don’t remenb

fellows name. I savs,

PO ambher s

Faul that fellow up all right.” &nd b

u VER

I canm.® Iowas

there, right

bahimogd Bim. farvd bl

Llv, vou'd think Chambers

bk L

Liow haul

i et ome and winksd.

time, Chambers

the Flowoe, and I

im o down. I HMe cams down. )

Y
S

get mad. He Threw the wash dish at ;e he gob mad.

Tt don™t do any good to get mad. Mot & bit

abouwh SHund

éz Cgég

1 owou want

around and

Sunday 1 went

alones

& good sung

i
=
it
e
3
-
i
e

BTN .

fang T o took off

ot thers,

i

e Rhern, and Tosteuohk off

TR R

o guite & wavs: L oknsw oo

o Towald

& wavs: Dy and by, I ooms

e thatb

wan all Falling down. Therse was a b

Pty bhe porouplng we

cheviar @l T

1

clovar el oy

i o s JRUR AT
Loy hhat watsre. fapyed

iy bthe watser wasn’t froze. And the road

coms down o bhhe wabters of

it osmtopped, and I supposs

I an

e,

19081715



And 1 come back to the camp, and [

zmays, “Wheretws 1 AN

Ard ame fellow

--Dhvick Wadorn (P, his name was

Fams wWashl Chichk. Charles, Pihers ve I bhesn®v fris e

don®t krnow where

Rowith ovous ' dAnd T obtold Rim

witere I79d b

o Mopang. (I

Dver o whers

Yealt . Bo

R I R Sometimess

Fawe miles--we’ o walk oub her

fravve dinmer and go back bo the

around somswhere, oud oraising.

ong time, whab hbs

o aryhoody

pee RETr— > Ao gy ern oved
O SR Aartosnnd

T oo K .y, v, de o 2 ey v e § oovy poe v fous o S g v Jor o gonn sin foun AN e
nhe Yiss, Vs, weah, yeah. ar prabably. Yaah, vyeah. Al

Munting atter gum, SHruosE gum. {1z Dy, Thasy

T How about whittling, working

woodern chains: 1 oocan

&

Things like that.

T Rid wvou e

a um ook

B Mo

Mo ED gy

. :1908116w
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Ty You never did, eh?  MNo. Okav, 1t was & box that locked 1ikes

an old family bible, yvou know, that some kind of

ANVY  IOWET On

it Thare” o

all kinds of designs on the o

WP Mearts and

diamonds, all done with littie chips, work like that. {Fa

Ve .} A Teln

Wizl od

they’d hollow o

ot

ard

G 1.

Ard then they o

o bhesd e

RTHIE T T B

plok spruoe gum vour

By Yes, Lo Bt b owou kne

ey s . R T
PTLILTE QHLiMy &

B Todia, (I Pialh v like 1407903

th

That wasn™t good.

Iz That wasn®t

e m’

o :
By Moy,
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attention, don’t yvou theres,

clean

LEY o Waell, "m actually running out

guestions

But that s all right.

] Wi Le we’

Eing about it, would thers ever be p

il ol

anviboody @

wdi

: Lodon™ o or e E:3 LA
b s L L Hmm—himm ) e # houncdy e

™
i
g

Karfhvi oy

Xamthip

i
i o

el

You know where he ool

ELLI To-—traditional 1

to

Was wLIDDo

wihy he

Taming of

I Couwlad b

corm T e
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Imterview with Newall Beam. Cutler, Maine

May 25, 198&

Interviewsr: Eoward D, I

Th

Wei ared

Hanry M

RS

Faran Sheldon, part

ot

KRARAREE SRR kR

KK

RERERERR KRR RN R R R Rk Rk k%%

{oo5)

gramnple,

phatoaraphs

RING wera ag bhese segpents

angther, 1

4

el

i

Bandy Ives and this is my tape B&.T

3 Ckay

WE (0 Again. Lime,

Lwvoi 1 e—about

1
i

f

clemes

last aboult ko

it

the tapes and all that Yes, ves,l lik id bedore,

Okay, now 1asi

in March, 1

SBME

tions aboul some of were sayving back there and

have witten them Jdown

e, =

of all, vou were talking

differenca

about the difference betwsen a double—— the betwes

double or a single camp. Could vou explain the differsnce to

Yes, I owill. Tt s all under one roof. Bubt there’s a din

Ol

1908124

FARKK

g e iﬂlnqo
3

S0

B

gle



in

o
£11

ez}
ae

And it s

through.

e

coor

B 022 That

T W

Iz Where was that located,

e

ard

B

‘B

harg

that

gyt

rairm.

Bl

Sinal

betusen

Yes,

That was up Sth Lake.

the

fhat s in the men’s camp. 1

that s in the double

apen on bhoth and

w1 cdes,

And the, when the cook

o

B ast,

and oo 1n this door.

It had 3 tables,

o

Elwell Mountain.
e st i o8 x e

Mow, single

in & AT W

A single camp, the dingle is

outdonrs., It e

An overhanging roof,

their mealt to it

ke

—= that has to bhe

FroEen 4

e ar
SN

w0 o getl

]

canmp was a big camp,

up on the sdges

all

that s right.
frozen,

has

in

and the dingle's

tives

arel

o ke

1908125

sleeping camp and the coolk CAME .

the double camp.

i bebwsen.

the air right straight

cookes hollars suppesr or

whatever it happens to be, vou come out of this

- g < B
probably around 35, 38 9enyo 3

hatween &

-t

Laﬁg

undsr the same roof but it's

~ight by the door where yvou go inbo the AN .

have an overhanging roof-—--—

A that™s wherse they

the fish and things like

kept.

How about with a single camp, how many man would vouw normal ly

i oa singls camp?

O30) That one was a small

FAnd they was probably,
@ight .-

I camp.

camp there, too,
now let’s

sivtesrn-— eightesn-— twanty

A
Hi
ItH

il
q‘;
£

o

§E
]
=
o
=

§

BEE,

W, fFour,

there.

TR That s a



T

B

1908126 .

H A double camnp would holde-

8 The big one was 25, 38 men, and the sleeping camp. 4

course the cook and the cookee sliept in the cook shack.  And then

there was a scaler™s shack out bevond that. That would hold,

that would hold 8 men.

B

4

I

B

b

I

=

B

In

O

[}

t

pw

b

t

a3

t

4 2 omen din the sos

H Yealy, that’d hold 8 sen 14 they want to go in thers. Thers' s

Dunks, thers’

4 doubles burnks.

1

p o MWell, who would sleep in the

3

5 The scaler and the two marker s usuallyv. Sometimes the bhoss
ould slesp out there.

vooAnd, who else? You said 8 men couwld sleep out there, who
lse might slesp out there?

f 8 omen cowld sleep out there i+ they wanted fo. I+ there’s 4

ouble bunks in that scaler’s shack.

H Who slaese might slesp out there?

®

Well, it might bs, when the teamsters, vou Enow-— two S(ana

rothres of the teamsts

cowld stay out bthers. Thay had to get
0o oearly. Had to get up the same time as the cook did to tend

he horsess,

<

4 How much before the men, with the rest of the crew would that
2 Uh, they'd probably be half s hour, such a matter, Lo go

ut there, feed the horses.  And then right after bireakfast,
etore the men twned to, to go out in the woods, thevyd go out
hers again and harness them, get them all ready bto hook onto the

leads. O to

hook on to go out to skid their logs. whichsver one

hey was going to.
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I Oizav . Mow another thing yvou were mentioning was hbhat vou

sald that yvou had to borrow a pair of snowshoes from the scaler.

By Yes, ves.

L Were snowshoes common in the woods, there, | mean——

cBe Yes, ves there was. There was a lob of snowshoss

in btha

wWondds.,

A woodsman when VI ware oul

1

on the log

wWonlo vou use snowshoss?

By Mz, o, Mo vouw couldn®t use

snowshoes when you was oub

working on the logs bet

iy

are vou delve the ax down Lhrowgh the
wabibing.

- s

3 Yeah that wouldn™t do much good

By Mo, that wouldn®t do much good, no. No, oo Dlaughsd. Some—

times the scaler i bhe had oo

£
heen in the woods where thers® s

oo scaler at P ocamps. small

camps.  And oas he'd go on from one camp to ancther, why hed us

Lises

BNOWsHDSs.,

o+

In fact that winter when I was up there on Fembr

Shregam, it was a bad winter, a hard winter. 6 lot of snow,

i

of crust.  We got oub of food, and 1T lugoed beans on my back

and I used a scaler®s snowshoes from Main

Riao RS-

camp, w0 owe could have Deans anvweay.

T
I

lomg time before the

teams ever gob up. ALl teams

then coms from Machias

PR

i1z &1 teamse-

B ALl teams from Machis

WU, YWES., Thers were no Lrucks then,

not up in there.

I: I+ you had to lug besans then, how far would bthat have
v ‘ oo
Rtbiolt ©
Aain s
Machias 4

ver camp bDack bto the

g from one camp to another-— 07 ve

Sanve 3

Lok



been from Main River camp?
E:  That would probably be 2 miles to go across COWMTrY . I could

go across a shortout, and probably be well, a mile and & half.

But if I'm out arcund the road it d he 7 miles.

1z Did the filsr alwayv:

stay in & separate shack?

Bts Mo, ot alwavs. Up therse on P keed Mountain the filer was

taying right in the

ame sleeping shack. And of course in a

doulzle camp the bo

Fig

wvad in the sleeping shack.

But onoces on Psobeo

the o

was filing and he hag

cubilow (7)Y out on bthe side of the camp and he staved out thers.

s o he staved separate bthen.

Bty He staved separately, ves. He done the filing oul there,

then there's was Lhe bhoss.

Ir o Would they sver charge veny For Filing?

B Mo,
I That was just part of the deal , eh?

B:  That’s part of the deal, ves sir. You take a sharp saw svery

MO TIL g .

I Because I hea

- ]

a man the obther day tell me aboud how he was

doing scaling but he also did

soma filing. And how he would

charge the men & dollar, T think it was., o file their saw.

G851 ) That must

el
£a

wes e

Saming pulpwood. T+ it was upriver So e 3

Lhere, yvou'd never had to pay for a GIAND SaW. That®s somsthing,

they alwavs furnished the BARWE . CrOSs0UT .
T Did you ever do scaling?

B Mot very much, not very much. I subcontracted oub here in

the woods one summer.

Ts Yo gid what?
Macn Ry
Veaked Moantan



E I subcontracted,. Thers was a fella had a contract

contracted under him, o I done my own BCaling. And §Ioh

caliper and the log rule down in the barn thers now.

T You still do, sh?

Yewn I ostill gob it.

Well miow, what

iqiiii Limi

was scaling

oliof

Y s when ALl i

W

an

S o B L owas units. A o wihen

Lomg Lamber, that was units also,

n
=

I What

anvihing.

s b you were speaking of now?

By 5 oy oa cord. ol ed i

wid bt

Hunclr e =R

oo 5 i gene
(R 1

of

TR .

I

z

L6 guite undesrstand that when

&

L

urmit.

B Blhay, you take & pile of wood, usually a cord, #®
X4, A yow gol oa cord of wood in it Yo soals bthabt a

dust adactly a cord vou gobt a hundred units. Uaually iF

a good scaler, vou got a few units over. And it will sca

ot

will be log rule, 1t will scale anvwheres from two fto a h

ar more bthan a hundred 0F vou want to.

Iz Mow 17 1

mestill a little confused hsre. St H Yeah .
You say a hundred unitse-
By & hundeed und i & whole, ves.
I Pdon™t ses how yvou would de that with a cord of wood

ale the lemgth of it, B fest and fthe hei

A

i othat’s cord of wood. g,

WL

it that way 14 vouw want 13

by

T, feet, mizale b

yioul sCale 50 for a hald a cord or i

o

1908129 -

angd then

ave the

Limg

WL

mayY A
v
A S

ST I

vt oot
it

Ly,

urdresd,

HEENL

gth of

oan

ol

vounit

and so
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or.  As D osay vow can scale down as far oas 2 but I think 4 is the

pieed

most yvou'll ever get, 1 foob.
Is I know 1T7m gonna want to come back to that subjesct again

<]

sometime but let’s-— vou werse speaking of marking with a hammesr ,

that the markers would put a stamp at the end of the log with a

P ammeEy -

Tt wouwld be an ax but 2 poll s The

W
ol e

By Veeab, with an

wowdd be on oone side and the figures or numbers o

wihal e

VOILL sy g Ling. whatever they was

Machia

Lumbesr Company had M-~ Gullivan™s

Fragd

i

Iy 85-85-8, what doss

that stand for?

By Sullivan®s.
Ii  That just stood for Sullivan s.

B That just stood for Bullivan®s., fAnd ML, Machias Lumber

&)

Dompany.

s But then at another time you spoke about oubtting

1

marl on
Wwith an aw, chopping it right in the wood--—-

{8y Right on the log, ves. I

don®t remenber whatl

Was, but I

da remember be

ause I done 1t guite a lob ab the Fambroke camp.

birdle F, 2 notohes. CHee drawing number one.
In Girdie?

By Girdle P, 3 notohe A

Walt & minute, I%ve

A piecs of 5Q“m>3

YO draw that for meT Girdls

- 4 £ o
Linmgl @ Mere we® ]l say this is the log here

(I Okay, right.)

-~

f

"

And probably sanewhares near hthe middle of

that log Yy toa Lrddle with an A i ;
1 they put a girdle with 2 ax.  And right hers you o pob



Fowith vour ax.  fAnd sight here vou'd put 3 notches.

I sse. The girdle woulad simply be a oul going

oo all the way—-—

[l
3
R

Not all Just

-
i

the way around, no. o one

=3

o e sid wizahia

i And then P, and then the % notohss.

Fis Y . At Fowas for FPembeo ol tell

el

come Trom. fym 1 I dorn®t remenber what ths mark

EREY o

Well § could ses now how that was. sy, Fines,

they also stamp the log on the end?

By Dn the end,

VG

Vi

T

S ouss me, Sandy, would vou qust taks that

Lt

whsmre b

sust made for me me again, and

that, more towsrds vouw, veah

W RPrEparing

1:

CHeay.

Yios

g low. barely

do with the dog, take her

L

It dossn™t matter. I¥ she bar

thers, 1t°s not gonna make tha

a chopper (Pi--  I'm not g

brenesm

Tiny barking a bhit?

The only time it bscomes

wiorol and thers’ s b

sl Erice oF

at me, or what?

LRSS Mo, she's barking-—-—

stk ol

Vike

Now 1711 set it down,

i

WAy

dust bring

ho £ilm,d

ah

L

H

[ 1

all

ke

tomuoh o of a

stting it

critical ism

arking in

i

that . e
arvohbose

differances,

VEETY

T

batwsen., i

toup toee

Av, Tins.

ano cuk

1o,

YOI

what we' 1l

ol b

19081371 ~

the woood

idde. Just

Was

g woald

drawing you Sanye 3

Mo, nobt like

A

b
-

i

have to

her out.

through the thing hers and

il s

YIILL

[N

o
ot

i)

he barking

probably barking because she’ s

o
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Ve Why don™t vou let her back in then. We could do room

ambience of pitter patter fest here.

B: Ak, huh Dlawghsd. Cocoma

Vs I711 tell vou, I've got an ides. Will she sump up on your

B I omy lap™ VYes.
Wil Okav, put her down. Mot vet.
B Mot vet.

Vs

Mavbe i+ vouw just hold her in place for a

moment and let her go.

tlina: "Tinv. come over

hera, ! rustling sounds. ]

2

Bz Want me to move oub?

Mz No, that’s all right. You eould @may, "Oh, qust a second,

Tiny wants to come up. '  Just

me o bo HBarddy and smay, U1

Tiny wants to come up for a second here.”  Can WL

By Yap,

VO Yeah, just tell Sandy that Tiny has to come up and--—

B 175 Yeah, [ think Tiny wants to coms up on my lap, hers shes Sanqo 3

comes. MHere she comes, there she is

o

lzav, great. Pwanted to ask you something aboub
moaling hers. I have heard that scalers were gensrally praethy
dishonest. Had wvou heard that?
Eis <E§§> Yas, ves. They oould be, they could be. But I don™t

P
think-— wherever I worked thevy was ever dishonest. Ard T kEnow
that where [ worked for a contractor, right out back hers, I
peeled pulpwood out there for a2 long time. He wasn’™t dishonest.

He'd give you every unit there was in yvour pile.

-



So, they were nob--

P’

tB: On the whole they were not dishonest, no

s Now, anobther thing that yvou have there.

about the Lombards. You were tallking about b

in thera. Mow, was that a steam

o

Mev, it was gas. That was gas, that was

o

i

ront and caterpillar on behind.

g MHow long would the roa

o have bhsen thers,

i A

haul

&
&

0
)

B Triat

"
S

road was about miles, {1 Wow. )

trips a dav.

1908133 -

They could be.

You were btalking
aving a lombard

ponwerecd Lombaed?

Runmers on

SRR

that they had to

#rd they mads 2

s How mary sleds couwld that pull.

Br  Two. They had ftwo.

T: Two full sleds. Thats twice as much as vou couwld’ve pulled
with a horse.

B 197, Oh ves. Oh, yes [1 Aand he had twice as much on

each sled

ot

horse.

wWith

as o oyow could pull

o that makes 4 fimes

much altogethse

» F pre oo
B Y,

And another question that I had hers was

tal ke

Qﬁ!ﬁ‘

Yos about & parbuckls  vard.

» P
H 4

E FoAll riaht, now o a parbuckls vard. O

shkids right there. You pul a laver of logs o

got to have another laver of skids on top of

another laver of £

logs.

-

very laver o

then when vouw went to lug those sleds,

there and roll thoss logs off onto the slsd.

1

logs are separats.

<
LAvyup 3

then?

& matter of vards,

couwrss you oot o vour

n obthere., Then vou

tha

arel pat

& atu)

vou had fto get up on bop



i 9(}5%1 3 4

v What was a parbuckls vard?

B The parbuckle, what they called the parbuckle because Sanue 3

the skid team hauled the Tog out and then the vardman would hook

& parbuckle on there, a couple of cables on there. Ano

then the
slkid team when he's going back in the woods would ook onto that

and hike the lag up.

sy the skid team would do bhe

They'd hook that onto the parbuckls, and that 11 haul the log up.

B Hauwl the 1o

right up on top, ves.

I: Onte the vard. (B:  Yes.) How'd they keep the logs from

rolling off the end of the vards?

You've got to know, and vou® ve got to estimate how big

that butt is between the top. And youTre gonna pub ovour top

a little mite abhead, and then the butt's going to catoh up with
it

I

ug

ALL right. now. We were talking the other dav too, about

what yvou did in vour leisuare time. Youtd come in, what bime

would vou come in now?

At dark. You wouldn®t come in before dark. The stars

would be in the sky, ves, The first thing vouw'd do is get rid of

vour foobtgear, taks off @i hung

your jackets and things and get th

up to dirv, 1f vou was out in a snowstorm o arvthing. Lelt washed

o For supper. Bfher s

ipper was & gquiet time, vou know vou® o be

setting around smoking. Al then after that, there’d be 2 o 3

card g

AR . HGay 4% or cribbage or 83, something liks that.

After that until then, wntil 8 o'clock, lights out at 8

ofoclock-- yvouw'd do btric

Yot d sing songs, vou o tell shories

38

Anyihing for entertainment. There wsually was 2 or 3 mouth organs

11
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there, and usually 2 or 2 step dancers.

Is Ohy really?

S)unqo 3
R O, wes.

s And this is the every night, would it be? Would Saturday

fa I

night bhe any diftferent $from amy-—-—

A Saturday night vou could stay up one houwr longer bhecausse yvou

dign®t ha

upr one howe later in the morning, Sunday

mermd g . {I: But then-—) But thern, through the week vou went

ot with the stars in bhe aky in the moroing. Anc yvouw staved oulb

Twithl the stars in the sky abt night when vou coms

I Wow . How many meals would wouw g

;;;\ Thres, three all

dinmer oub. Arnd then vou'd get

oul thera?

day. One at the camp and then you' d--

YO BLDREeFr .
wEi. They tell me on the river drive, they used to have 4
meal s,

B VYes, vou get 4 meals on the river-—— I never was on bhes

river drive,

{1: Didd wvou aver-——

I'm  sorry. Cut right there, we have a new tape

required. Lets get another tape fru

shal don

How's the sound (7). bk, stand by 4— 53— 2- 1

You were saving that yvouw'd go into

the woods in fthe
dark. You'd lsave camp when the stars were still oub.

BH:  Yes, thelt’s right.

Iz How Far would vou used to have to walk in order to get to

where yvou ware going to do the cubtbing?

el



I Frobably—— i+ it wa

handy snow

dinnear, wasn®t handy ano

Eut i+ it

that would probably be a2 mile and a

I A omile and a hald. {(B: A omile

wharn yvou got to whers you were doin

davliight by that time?

Not hardl v, Youtd 1

w-—‘/’

or & biveh®

Sometimes yvouw'd Light

it
11

ot oo ol 2ez whiat W e

K ASIRY

o the birch banging down? (I:

bottom, might run up that

e,

bl
EE]

You mean youd
N
‘;;;} Light the

Wl o

light that?

el
P

bark, ve

i

o

b
£

you take

ot
o

-
oy

e

p =T

53t
az

Mo, no, no. Leave it on the

bottom of it and that would rum up

for oa little while.

iy} a

for goodness sakes.

Yeah. [pauses

% secondsl

we want up there-— there was

Rig pine stumps vou know, like

that

hottom of it, and put some b

o

towsh that off.  That would go up t

inside sust like a funnel. Just 13

FLif .

[hoth lawvahl That was

iest f

I: SBo vou'd just

make that into-—

vou'd hawve

as light to work by

B Yes [lauaghsl.

VRS,

G WL

doing.

Yo, )

L e

190813¢ -

ah why we went o

camp for

wgh, wed dinner out. And

half.

and & hal+.) I see. A

cutting would it be

A1l that rounh bark
make it light snough
Enoaw that

rough bark

Y@gﬂ touch that on the

Touch a mateh o the

good light

Ard then a lot of pine when

ot those pine stumps,

= And oyouw got hole in the

dey wood in there,

Rat pine vou kBEnow, on the

ke a smobkestack. That wams

LA,

VED W

that d just buwn bthers and

o

Sanyoe 3



(NISTN sma ke,

for goodnes

Well now, whan lun

& mile and

along-- wvouw say it would be &

cirnner out then?

(?EE) Yes, the cookees would bring it o

beans, and b

u
"

B

o

S

souits, and hot tea. Sometimes vo

pig s knuockles, you know, spars ribs, something

doughouts. And vou' d eat

vour beans with

no nothing.

I Moy spoons, forks, huh?

B (29 Nope, no [laughsl. You had oo dipper,

drink out of, and yvou =*= vouwr beans with Yo

viour went in aight, i yvou had a good cook,

SLpper,

E
B

I I wmee. What would vou have for supper?

Ey <§E§) Oy we would haoe roast beed and all t

vou'd have bheef s Alwavs baked beans —n th
¢ 4 E

vou'd have somebtimes boiled disser n a Fr

dried fish on a Friday, slways. Different thin

=

=4

cood cook vou had different thing

vy had

T"ve been in when vou bnew just what

from one day to rext. Because vou'd have,

the

say vouw had roast beef with 211 the fixings on

he’d have beef stew. Ah, the next day he’d h

Med come right along, he was right on

bresw just what vou was going to have.

How about Thursday?
311

Thursday [

14

Fald out.

WL

Meduls every wesk.

1908137 \

oo woulad oome

Would vou

Spnuo 2
v, You had =

womight have some
like that. el

by e, Mo butter,

tin dipper to

boryi oF Hut when

o had & big

e Fixminge. Ol
& table, alwavs.

iday alwavs fish,

! brow. I+

o YOI

W

ina et

ol

let s =« e

Y

a Monday. T

ver ol led dinner.,

Yo

@] sme, g the



1 9087 38 *
Friday®s I'd say fish, dried fish.
It How about Baturday and Bunday?

By Sunday they d give vou something that was e

asy to get. Same

- ool one cook that we had up there and he made chop susy Bvery

Sunday. and another we had way upriver thaere, he had pea soup
every Sundav. Domething it was masy and guick to get.
It To give the coonk a little broak-——

B Yes, vesn.

Fright there. sattery changs in ouwr deck

MO

s oa good place to stop now and

changs ow batteryv. BEut what I would do is

sit in youwr ssat
Fight now just for a second until we’ve decided how we are moing
to make the transition from where YOou are now Lo vowr new position.

Ix I think I°11 wallk.

VE: You think vou'll walk? Well if vou want bo bake

e No [lauvghsl, ' m all set.

Vil Mow, we didn’t get & picturs of vou. Are ws goln

fin}
+
£1
i
i

that right heere?
Ty Mo, T would go over there normallv.

That™s what I mean vouw' re going to sit alt this table

Juet going to coms over here and--

I Yerah .,

M Well, the thing to do possibly since vou're not going to go
back in this position again, arg yvou? {1 RIS Well, what we

may want to do, do yvou have a folder or what-— [recorder

&)

CODRes Anymors. I tried it twice. I don®t want to cookse

aff abruptlyl

baa]
(3 a]
'

Td

[

EH

I went to the boss and | savs, "I don’t want to

15



1908139 -
anymore,
Ty Is there anvithing else vou didm’t like about it?

Mo, I just didn®t like it to be in the cook shack all Sonu o 3

day long. Well you weren”t there all day long it vou was lugging

Tunches, or vou was oul for a couple hows at noon. Al then

yvou'd come in oand vouwd s

1}

 wood, Filrewood. Ard vouw had to kesp

The camps olean. And vou had o have firewood snough. Yo had
Lo have-- yvou had to boil up the towels evervday, keep svervithing
mirving, everything in general, ves.

Ty Youwd prefer to be a--

B I preferred to be owut in the woods working., & day’s work.
T:  Arnother thing, a coupls things here. Fiest of all T wanted

to show yvou a map of that area oub there that we're talking

about. And

P owvouw can show me right where vowr camp was.

This is the Maine Ablas and Gazratesr, this is map number

Lpag Moow, okay let’s see. Here's Sth

o
=

i3

i
uz

wheare was the camp that vou wers in there?
By Camp was right there, right on the side of Elwell Ridpe., we

call that Elwell Mountain right thers. Fight on

Elwell Ridge. And the logs was hauwled down from here.

One vear we was over in hers, Another vear we was over Ln

herea, Another v

we was over here. But all the logs wenti

Fight down at that Cove right there.

b
su

I see. What they got labeled there as Greenland Cove.

B Yeah, Geespleand-Laye. Chaplini?) had a camp over in hers,
or this wide of %1ﬁ§iiwﬂgﬁﬂ£§iﬂ;

L‘fi‘ Miching Lake

£let] Ridge

de( V""\o‘»&‘/\%"“rv\ 16
G.FQQ ;/\QE\V\U%\ CO \/’Z...
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Is Who did, was that?

B His name was Chaplin (7)., (1: Chaplini?y.) Yeal . And e

his logs down herse in Greenland Cove. They didn’t

Frawl ed

go down bthe

river the same time that Machias logs went down.

Is Did they go down before or after?

Hie After, ves, so thers wouldn®t bee-

iy Would thers be enough wabter for them to gat down afterwards?

Er  Yeah, “cause there was & dam—— there was a dam on swveEry Lake.

Arnd thess little ones Crogked River. Oranberey La
A R e S ANRIRrrY L

goundd (s I should shut that off. Lo

S5y

s Forth and so on. Crooked River had 2 dams.
e S e

And Cranbsrrey

BEE, )

Lake had one dam. Sabhao had 7 dams, {(1s I Do i one
R

dam was l&t go and they let the Machias Lumber Company®s logs

come down,  and then they d set up the dam

il

ain and make up &

haad of water.

Iy Well now, there wasn™t

any Stud Mill Foad then., was there?
TB:  No.  That was in 1919, I think. &rd we used to gooin right
From here. Dur tote road used

e

to goodin right from here. That

was it right thers.

Eale]
b
LT3

Up by Ceanberoy, Mountain?

B Yep, right in between, kind of between the two 1aks

s right

there. Arud 1t owent right wup thers kind of above

abrao,. and it

st S

went right through there. And then the first vear when we was

there, the tobe rosd went right in Through here. Way in over

the mourtailn--
{Is Fight over hill -——
B Yes, and then cut down. But afterwards they went from

Sabao or Rolford, I think that’s Rolford right thesre,

(]ﬂ’;ﬂ((\k;’\[é {‘:?J& Ghud ;:\ "E Rood
CY’OV 2. (R4 C&'M\ iTY
Cﬂw\(ﬂrr\( Aé“(t KOWO'W{
Gahao

o anlatin 17



Right straight acrass.

T I s, Okav, wall that gets it much clearesr for mne. Mow,

anagther thing that [ wanted to ask

vou about, yvou showed the——

Hev, can we

< 2
stop right there for a moment? J“““D'g

V(s "mowondering ¥ we shouldn®t

oo to the cutawavs, for the
oub-in to the map, while he's in that position. Or we could do that all

RNt

at once when we do the pictures afberwards, 'm o trving to think

the best thing to do.

We could go to that sequence with the map and after the

interview that vou were going to do now with pictures.  Then we

could do the map cut-ins of the pointing on the map and

then we could do the pictures, so we could do that all in one

SeEduencs.

~
baed
2y

You mean do bthat again, atter we’re through heras.

WC: Yeah. [David and Henry talking over on

3
ia

= another. 1 S0 what

3
i

'm gonna do is when I start now, I'm gonne start with a close—-up

of Newell come-oub, while youw say, "There’s something else I

want to show vou, " alay™?

Well go onto the pilcocbtuwres buat we 11

come back to the map a

Tittle later.

V2 AL might, standby.  and what vou want to do Sandy, is when

I say, "Action,” say, "There’s somebhing slse I want to show




1908142

Ir Okay, now there’s something else I want to show vou hare.

We™ 1l just put this down for the moment. These pictures that vou

loanad me last btims I

o

was herse, (B Y, § Mow this is Picturs

(R Y, ) Tell me about this again.

Well that one up there-— this picture here was btaken Sanye >
batore I was big enough, old ernough to go in the woods.

s Ok, really?

Hr Yes,

i1 Before vour time, then.

B Ve, before my Lims. That was my father—in-law’s horse right
thers,

I: The one on the left, thers.

B:  Yes. Yeah, that s what he done was skidding logs.  And that

picture was taken up in the woods there, right up here in town.

Caams

Bugrmham (7)) used to saw

staves, barrel shaves

il
2

and that's the orew that was in the woods at the camp there,

@

a ftield bunk. 1 Fiel

And that camp there was a single camp. A the bunk was

i
Il
2

remod. (1 A opeeled. ) o field bed. {1

B, & field bed!) Yeah, a field bed, evervhody was under one

blanket. (s Oh, for

sake. ) I wouldn®t like that, no.

P
fus i
ax

don™ "t think I would =ither.
TR Mo Cboth laughl

Iy Do vouw know any of the men in here?

el

Yes, I know guite a few of them. Waestbrook Spirits (7)),

)

that fellas name was Cookee Huntley.
T The name was what? Hunhley?
EBr  Yeah his namg-—-

I That fella with the apron on?

1%
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s Yo,

1= (1% Y .

b
a

8 That was BEdward Pence (7).

Im  Edward Pence, the f

H3
o)
P
i

with the pipe in his moubth, third

Trom the right.

A that was Francis Ackleyv. Sanvoe D

from the right.

Mis namse was Aockley, Ltoo. Chmomed,  that was

I Ormond Ackley, that s 4th from the right.

Fis And that $felle thers was Bardiner, Everett Bardinse.

I Everett Bardiner, he's the fella with the Brig white beard in
the btruck ) there.

B Y, frved Wivibh DRennison.

ramns’?
Ba o Whily, Whib. They called him Whib, his name was William.
They called him "Whib®.,

Is O T see. Mzs the f2lla next Lo

rt
or
i

2 Morese there on bthe

that owned the

g,

2. pnd that was Phil Dinsmore, the fell

T Dinsmore, and he was all right behind bhim.

Ha Yes, and he was also taking charge.

that's greal.

T There we go now, all seb, fine. You wers saying--Lreferring

- Q
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Lo phofto NA

H1651

i

B This was the Leamster. His name was Earl Fobinson, he was

from Eastport.

']
T

I see. That +ella standing up standing up front by the

horse.,

B Right there. Yeah., This fellas name was Dar

talking with Carl Rice last Sunday. (I Raeally™

From

Aand T owas talking with him. My brother is i ght down

in there somewhers. Yes, [hoth

direri-—— wvour cantt see

Mime no oyow can®t see him (L

an’t.) but that s
where he is right down in thers.
I Hut they could kesp that load moving once they got it going?

B \ 008 ) Yes, ves, they ' d keep it going.

5 doye 3
Is Well, getting it started must ve b

e oa chors for them.

Be Mo, I think they had a help in ba

Mere, vou krow, just

art, just to start. Perhaps somebody with a pEavey to ha

a pry liks that to

it, to help start it. And then they

kewep it going.
T {0125 0
-

S8 Yeah that was for Burnham, too up

ay. riow here’s plocture #4. [NA &1&&10

ere. g thiis fella

Presr g

T1s That s was where, did vou

B:  Burnham, Burnham warking on barcel staves, riaght up here,

oh, let’ s see, 2 miles from town where that rEw Dridge s, And
that +ella there is Eversth Wright.

T That s the fella on the far ladi.

B That fella there’s Edward Wright,

veral .

Lolma

2, there’s a fella standing back thers, any

vy l
i Wb
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By Yeah, I don"t know who that is, no, I don't know who that

thiere.

veEs.,  Burnham, FE.G. Sanue >

Edwin, he failed up, and he left a

Ard there was

B ooompary got s hold of them

atter awhile and they picked those

and they picked

oult the good ones, and trucked them to Machias
T

and shippesd them

on The car.

Ts T wee, There' s

teams of hors in bhers |

Yeal

e TRl v W hi ard then the second e

am khere., Men would furnish
their own bteams on this work or would they belong to the Furnbam?

By Mo, that one is Phil Dinsmors

that s a hived hos

agalin,

DUTE Yot Ve

e owver Ll

“Aargd Burnham hived the

horses out.  He never had any company hors

Ty Oy T see, I ses. Okay, fine. Well, okay, thanks a lot,
that*s great.

-
Vil

Okay, hold it right there for a sscond, I+

vorl ool d

ausl tallk just a once-— or Lwo mor

comments about these pilig-

Tures. I want to get a olo

shalb of the Vil-netb

of the tapes

corder gust For

Ty Oh' Deay, well let's

Wanmt me Lo

it oon bthis last

ploturs here?

VO Yeah just make a few more comments on the last picture so I

can get a close-up of the VU-meter of the tape machine.

By On that pond where the logs was landed, this is the E

, >%ﬁawdA
EN;\'QTJ\

sy
B e



Bramch.  And this one down here went way up

the Western Branch.

they had a dam Mera.

L

Upp here to the right they had a dam, eh?

Vo

W,
fER R .

i
53

And another one aver here on the

across the Mesadow (7). Ard somedtim

they o

somatime along bhe

Mo, whers w

Et:)

The mill would be down

Te T see. Dowrn to the le

i
as

thalt was

ot

mill.

stEam

I ses. UOkay, fine. He Tike T

BAY

g help.

M (041) Okay, what

the In

ohay. ) I*11 take

we' 1l do now. Will

smaguencs other words, would vou be

Mow. Are yvou Finished?

I et " e WE @,

Vs

wies T

4 &

M avy ., all wight, what 1 i

i
"thanks a loth,

i Ma

e Shot here.

Ao thern

map and the pichurss

Goowhy dontt 1ogo o f

=LA

whier 1

By

"Ection vou put the

toan, would be in the

izt bom.

T I thought I had them in my hand.

Y0 Did you have them in vowr hand?

CHeay,

viour fMand?

dn

A et

oo
Ees Tend

A et}“’ )

in

That went way up there guite a lot.

thanks a lot,

this

4

vou®ll

ard that way we 11

Mewell,

1908146

here—— that was

ficd

i

YL

Western Bramoch way up

Tand the logs here,

thal was

those——

be the 1.

part of Sanye

YIng vou e goood-b

HAY vou're

fimish b oul on

we” Ll do o all owr ocutb

pat the 1.

okay . Frved

the bottom of

did have them in



I I thought I did, veah.

V(o ALl right, so when 1 sav,

helps & graat deal. I really

good-hyes.,

I Ball, we normally do, al though

situation rnobt go Sthrough that

from bhs

T

table and =0 on, D
LT Well, 1if voure beving
good i dea.

£1: Olay, it might not be a
VO Well do vou have to do
Iz T beg vouw pardon?

ViZ: Do ovond have to do have a

.

SDandy, you oCan come

want . I mean, naturally.

Is T'm smorey.

VZ: Ohy that’s all right now,

T 711 put it along wiith everyvihing else there

Wi Watoh vour fest thers

right alongsi

gEe, bthanks alobt NMewsll”, and

Lpeople talking gyer ong angkhs

towards the picturs again as

Action®, just

I might

Wbt ather we’ve

sverybhime vou spealk

legs that s all right, it would

Flace it 4t

de vou thaers. Ard thern wa’ 111 have vouw

1 9@8147w

vy lell tha

appreciate that.” Thearn say your

That might be

iodesa——-

ENERTY IO Y e B a8

and grabk that from thers F

down to the bobtom

better probably-——

want vouw to sigrn bthis
inaudiblel-— =0 lean over

were =till talking about

Ty Okay. MNMow do vow want ms bto say anvihing more aboul the

L& normal

o momesons?

Sanye 3

=t oright fo get

W o el



pilctw s or is that enough?

<
S N . . . ¢ DA™Y Oo 3
Vi Mo, beczase the thing iz, see, we have the voice of 4

him talking. We have that recorded, so we can alwayvs out-cub it

or match it to what you' re doing now, and then just oub violt right

i and say, "Well that's really great. I really appreciate that.

oaf help.”  f&nd leb me

whalt we  Phave  fop

Light hers, stand by, fAnd Aotion.

felos a Lot and than

todday, yvou know, thal sort of wraps me up. I

think of any

much more bo sayv.

Ein That®*s good snough. Youws weloomse (1 Clavahsd) to what

anything I can give vou, any help I can give vou.

Iy Werll, one thing more, of course, (H Yes. ) as alwavs.

thare®s this matter of the releass that [ have Lo osb mvary Lime

Presr e,
By Iogot it right hers.
T You got vour own pen bhere?

Te Okay, sign it right there, put

undernesath it and

Okay, Mewall? Dould

rrame?

Wi te your 3

toright there? Thanks. Just right there. (T

Clowl MWatoch this now. [laughst I"m gonna coms over and get over

the (7, T meed the st

cabhle on the camsra, so I cane-—
FS: fAm T osithting on it7

YO Mo, dit's probably sust on the

h

i

1

o

i

]
i



I: When they finally get this all out with everyvihing else, 1t
will all look very natural [}

Sanye 3
E:"ﬁaavl% s YEE.

Cpauss: 4 oinutes: lenathy preparation,

-,
Y
i

Lranscribing resumes when the videotaping

VD

Mewall, vou can findsh writing vour signaturs

T3
By Mo

VMG Yep. Dpays

L

g

e &3 44 Jhe hadn’t

Vi (118} Pow atter he writes the six, vouwre gomnma

ahake hMis bhand or whabes

gond-lve,

glse vou wouwld do, thanking him for

his tims, whabs

151
-

Ve vl normal 1y owould do.

go o right
ahead, make & rnunber &.

Bry  You gob it.

sy, well thanks a lot.
Tz Yo oars wsEloomes. Arnyvihing I can give vou.

<l FArmgd 1

e sure of that,

LB by ves.

L

Ii Onoe IMve listened to the tape and come up wiith

i
i1

ot
1
e

a wholas

moe damn fool guestions [hobbh lauoghl.
BHr Dlav.
Ty We’ll do it that wav. Plowl Lebt s sese, 1711 fwurn this thir

oft mow. Felickd @ ALl right, she’

Vil Stand v

ﬁ

o AgGALn.

5. Some commentsl  Okay, stand

e r
[ ]



by, and Action.

T <i§§> Okay, now, can vyou show me on hers where

o Sth Lake?

E:  On Sth Lake? Yes, right theres. {I:

whaere the road is, right where the Stud Mill Foad is
| w3 e A stz g T T

on the north side of BElwell Mow ==

ITs Eluel

Y Stop just for a second ple:

pen before Lo maks aee

Iz I don’t remember,

Right where?

1908150 "

that camp was Sanud 3

Fiight

right now,

5, Foll were wsing bthat white

whare thal camp was

on Sth Lake?

H
nz

kg that camp was right there. Fight

Elwmll%ﬁmuﬁtain,

tI: Okay, this is Elwell Mo

REE]

Elwell

[
xn
.y
ot
21
i
o
¢
i
T

frers.

I o the camp was in bhers fared -
Back up on the mountain™

Ee  We were on, the first winter we was right

winter ws was right in there. The

there.

T I sas., Whers would yvou land your logs?

shut M Koad 27

{‘é& . '/\ an.

on the

nest winbese

Alwayvs on Elwell Mouptain. 1 was there

Dlay, now could yvou show me just

oty side of

Vo were lumbesring where?

e, The nest
we wan right in

thres winbers,



3
E:<i§£% Fight down in here. Sanyo

T douse me, Sandy, vour Rand s in the WY .

Is ( 217) Oh, okay. UWhere would you land vouwr logs, did vou say?

B Right down in here. right in this cove. -

M ENY L uinber

METEIY

I ohere. fangd he la dowry i here.

Doaw Would they both go down the ri alt tThe sams

B Moy, o, The lumber company-— the Machias Lumber Company and

Y

Bullivan™s ocome down and then they’ d closs up bthe dams At get

When thay drove

#

cirovve Them

e That s right.  Went over into Hancock.

Be  And the logs go away from

Way up in here, and they

Inl
Bt
-

art b come back toward Machias, ©ill they get down

Ts That's right, that s right. Yeah, it's a big

Ets Yeah, it s & bhig fishook. Lp dm hers

Urbknown. " Up din back of-— (I:  MHere's Lim ke raeam. } There’s

fAng oup in back of

De Fiddags, right uap in

I HWe have to do the same thing again, hukh?

Vi Y,

P11l ask yvouw the sane guestions, and we’ll go through
Z;wl La ke

Anfacern 4 %L»"e.fu/\‘x

g le mi undY Kitf%é gy

S¢AZ“£2‘ #
Wso hang oy Cowwn 7

Hancoe K
Mak hiag
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the whole thing again.

V0 Yes. Okay, ready and action.

Tr Now can vouw show ms where that camp was an Sth Lake?
; A LA

B e, It was right on the north side of Ridge. right

i Thare”

Elwaell Ridge, T can

paxd

H
am

Thiepm”

i1

wall BRidge right thers and that® s right on the

north side of Elwsll Ridges. First winter we logged up in there.

Maxt one we was ol osse, Mg bthe

clown in here. (T
Chapmarn Lumber Company had a camp right in here, and they

loaded their logs right in there. {1 And would they both go

down river the same time™) Moy, . Mo, Machias Lumber Company

arnd Bullivan would go down $irs

. Arg then they d close ths

again. Thera o

a dam there foot of

13 Yealt, and they®d

that they'd have enough to drive Chapman™ s (1 I =se

Bul they want right away from M

away from Machias. way up in this hook. (I:That s 3Sth
; 5

;

iw heading norbth, isn't b7 e, They get way up in

hers and then they come back down through BALIHL I IPwve been to

drd Lake and Zrod La
e 27 e A TR 2 S oy

I omever besn oup 4bh labke. 345

B They usesd to call this "The Unknown® L odn here.

I Uh—~huly, I see. Well it loo

privest by e

JE I have seen Washington Bald Mountain from Wesley and that’s
s—— — © mae———a—s s

quite a ways up in there. Firs
“ L;\K‘i o¥h ) ke Steam M lake
; R dse 1! Lake Washiagtor
e M 2 e K A&sky
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station on there.

T That s right. I remember that.
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vou tell me who some of o

B

YEE .

ezthrook Spearin.

I That s the top there.

E

Fd
za

Fella %

I

LiED don’t know whalt he’s standing on, it

II‘

BLUTE , [ gl

was bthe cook, his nams was

Humt ley,

Ts

Huntley, the fella wearing the apron.

By Yess AH

B Feroes

Tz Ed Fence is the third from bhe in

right with the pipe

movth, sh?

B And that was Francis Ackley.,

wecond from bthe right.

And thaet is another Aokleyv, I forget what his first

was Manfred Ackley right Thsre,

1)

1z That®=s in the, 4th from the right.
tB: Ormond, Orsond Ackley. Thalt was Mantred fAcklay,

-

these obher Aoklaevy s,

o

._:?‘,i‘

Fifth from the right.

Ard thern I don’t know, that was a Gardiner.

{1 The fella with the big beard on?
LH: Yes, up front.  And that fella was Wib Dennison.
1 Wily Dennison, yvou sayv.
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B Wilbur, Wilbuoe Dennison, he was driving that horse.
Iz I see, okay. That’s the fella on the far left thers with

the pipe in his mouth.

o] Yee, Arid that is the boss. That is

Friil Dinsmore, the

s rd from the right.

B: Yeah, and he owned the

tell vou who they was.

I Bood snough. Okav.  MNow let s take & look at the

Qe

freare . That s guite a L

(F.&la%)

a

s

E: (411 ) That one has got almost thirteen cord on it. fnd this isg the

teanster right here. His name was Earl Robidnson.

I: The fella in the front thaere, ah?

By Yep, the fellow within {7 hay bag. And thats Carl Rice
right up there on top. {1 Dlowd On top.d  fAnd my bBrobher was
right down in here, down in here somewhere.

s Can™t see vour brother.

B: You can’t see him, no.

It Wouldn™t thev have an awful time getting & load liks that

Bz Mo, moe T owasn™t there. But they say that started in

good shape. 7T

arr oall

road from thers to the

landing. {7 Great Works

ihoand it owould go itseld, reallyv. And bthey say bhalf

of Rennysville was out there to the bridoeworks to ses that load

e )

coms oulb.

Iv  Ohy really [laugh

Yea []

wghsel.  That s guite a lot for one pair of

1
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Mo s .
Is It looks like it might tip over though, it looks like——

Br  They had a load, there’s another load Just a little hit
bigaer than that one. And that did Lip over when it went across
the railroad crossing.

Iy What is this line? 1 see

A Ling going right across the

Br (430] That" s a tis it on. That s what they call

thain or rops. pgaln

it vou notice guite sharp, there’ s one
right through there.

Is  Right down the side of the log there about Mal fway up.

B: Right straight through, ves.

LM Cut right there.

B: And then they'd put another one o,

shanging the last

that s good. The last thing is this last pilicture and

we're done. Ard all we have to do iz the gquestions.

and Ives

gnds abrupily.
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