Content Warning: Libraries and archives collect materials
from different cultures and time periods to preserve and make
available the historical record. As a result, materials such as
those presented here may reflect sexist, misogynistic, abusive,
racist, or discriminatory attitudes, actions, or ethnic slurs that
some may find disturbing, harmful, or difficult to view.
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Cpél: Americen PolXliors
Spring Semester,1965

Dorscn, Richard M., Buying the Wind (Chicago,1963).

9: Dorson, Richard M., American Felklcre.
Thompson, Stith, The Folktale.

In the reference room: Thompson, Stith, Motil-Index of Polk Literature
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VIII.Mar.2%:

May- 25 2

Tho 3398"3%2{?37% f the Folltal
mpson ith e Types of the Folkiale
RO16.,398/Aa70a,
Aims of the Course
Some Definitions. Collecting Folklore.
Beading: BW 1-20; T 3=10,406=412,
Indicee and Archives.
Reading: T 406-427
Belief and Superatitition.
Reading: BW 27=39, 333=%40,
Birth and Infancy.
Death and Forerunners
Reading: BW 63<=64.
Luck _
Water-Witching
Reading: BW 319-323,
Plante and Animals
Reading: BW 118-128

Polk Med#ieine
Reading: BW 323=332, .
DECISION: COLLECTION OR PAPER

Hsalers and Second Sight.
Readings BW 261-269, 455459,
Witches and Wonder Workers.
Readings BW 55-62, 11i=117, 314~319,
Legend: A Definition,
Readings BW 62=63, 435=4i13 %(recommended) T 234-271
The Devil in Belief and Legend

MIDTERM PRELIM

Ghosts and Haunted Houses. Progpess REFONT
Reading: BW 191-192, 300- 515, S

SPRING VACATION

IX,

Apr.€s
Apr.83

Guest Lecturer: Ellen Stekert. Waymne State Univ,

Legends: Conclusion
Reading: BW 295-299,
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Xo Apr.l3: Jokes and Anecdotes
Reading: BW 78=94, 129=135, 188<189, 351=358,442-454

APToiss Jokes and Anecdotes.

XI. Apr,20: The Tall Tale
Reading: BW 347-3513 AP 199=243 s

Apr,22: Tall Tale Heroes
Reading: *BW 21-161

X1, Apr.27s Characterz and Folk-Heroes.
Reading: BW 40-54, 65-=77, 512=522,

Apr.29: Characters and Folk-Herves.

Reading: *BW 163-288
¥YIII.May 4: The Marchen . -
| = “PAPER DUE

May 63 The lMArchen,
= "Heading: Eg 3}:68@1809 203212, 246-260,341-346
435, .

IV, May 11: The MErchen.
“Heading: Northeast Folklore IV(1963),1=70

May 13s North American Indian Folklore
Readings: *BW 289-414,

i¥. May 18: North American Indian Folklore, =

Mzy 203 North American Indian Folklore.
Reading: #*BW 415-535,

Juiszes: You should expeet a quix on any day for which reading has been
sasicned, Missed quizzes count as zerog in order to have the zero
rozoved, you must give me a written excuse within a week of the cut.

weaé 83 Assignments that are starred and underlined follow Dorson®s
giona pLan for the book, You will already have read muech of the
ﬁauerzal in each of these sections when w2 took up the partienlar
%enres along the way. Nevertheless, you should sither re-read or
‘at the lsaot) review this material, and of ccurse you should read
eaLefully Daraon“a introductisons and the material not previously
gssigned,

Ygpar: The paper for this course may be either a firdt-hand eollection
“?$%ales and legends or a study based on other people’s first-hand
eBlleetions, Let’s comsider these separatelys

1o A Csllection: Turn in a collection of about twe dozen items
{not Tounting bPeliefs end superstitions) of folklore interest,
following carefwlly the mimeographed "Guide gor Cellecting
Polkiore and Writing the Heport for CpS80: American Polklore."
There is only one additional instruction: a third to a helf

(¥hough it counld be more) of your collection must be on some
speeias topic. Por exzampie, you might include a dozen variants
of Zimz one joke vr legend. Or it might be a collection of tales
about one specific type of person ("athlete™ or "professor" stories)
You should have setiled on a “special topic" by the Mareh 25




f
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progress report. If there is any aspect of this assignment that
you d¢ not understand, please come talk to me about it at your
earliest cpnvenience.

2, A _Study: Usually a study will involve working with material

to be Zound in the Northeast Polklore Society Archives. You should
settlc on a topic by Mareh 4., Make an sppointment with me before
that date for this purpose.
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(Pulpit Rock)r__

Robbinston. The Devil did not like the attitude of the haddoek. He
jumped in and caught one with his thumb and finger. To this day the
haddock hzs dirty marks on each side of its neck where the thumdb and
finger teuched and marks on its sides where the haddock was
scrateched as it was trying to get away,
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Coll.: Red Beach, Meo, Oc%, 14,1960

o)
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Note: Mr., Sullivan did not belleve the story; said it was "just a
yarn he?d heard,"” but he‘d ¢ften told the story to his chiidren,
He wasn®t sure that this is how Fulpit Rock gotm its name, but
that’s where the story is supposed to have taken place,

This is Motif A 2217.3.2 Marks on certain fish from Devil's fingerprints.

(or any Ty s 1 mos o im

) \
mbgymwanl’s aPitules Alse inclucte HBem AMY i
: be
f Comwents He mi hire made on T TTery. /
( Aud aey compara?ne wyterm] yov can //w“,/
M e




D)2r2

W un WY WOl v et ehlbos, LK
{ "o ﬁm e _hond e hand.
-{éfrﬂLLL tocdd st mmmm
é%muzgqm. pLspl.  The eyt Jpledsn pILE
J)c-;;ﬁ SLamdy. Dot bluve . but do
A esrwtnunt . Dent ks O

T gy

),
GFud /4 /%7



ol
\=Q/’b r"ﬁ*‘—/A (')/Woca_/ @/éé‘ ;éd/&( /7@ i)?

(Loclitlea) inc %@C P s i
)455'7( ﬂ“’m /- 7*&—0{»{’/ Ceyie /z(.‘/ 2oyl /Vw‘)u’y

ké_)a/cjoﬂwvﬂﬁ( /ié) \/wa/zt( %w Y L‘é QU PO {M
Jecttion Fereeroa) {) Creeputs A has )

}zwuj o
C ooy QM%M — /
146 )7 (Bae vk
0k Do) Je

Lese: 704 16, 1667



: 0233
Infotmant: Doug duitlon 9921 manchyshn Koad
(Phiagpa Sgma) Shaker Hughts 23, Ohio #4120

6&&\{} Guud ek u{ Whin Yow poui o
ez& g, QU e bubblas 4ok G
u*JL'L Cop f4ll % The oup,

5acl€q¢ﬂmd Ibug  Cant funtmbir  whefs he
it;aﬂd éW‘ aud A0S not bubirs
Colleefou: AQ%L&lmw
S b, M.
dah O%bm A



0234
dn tunwwm} Maiy bans &dwn (B BrocX Stnisd
Wotnk, Oonn.

BM Jt 1 bud dvek v daby due tag
;wrzﬁ,mq pLict (5 }aad Jw/r a
pmtﬂ& /l-bd,/b wn ol

ek pound : Mayanns meq%Lmuuw&stbs,

Collnelon. Bids iuZ&m¢
ét.cngd_’ yanrben, MLy
Auads: O hen 9, 1464,



jv\Z{M 7%/% ‘,gwa( 75/ 6M£0‘( ﬂ/wm Ne., 60 —

e mf

aibf-/bﬂ Mmdméft éo{éu L2
‘ mcnf ,md‘,%z ﬂ/&—w/&j}{%@

Moy L

2

- ) O 91966,



0344 U4
Inf.: Mrs. Tarbox, 246 Ocean House Road, Cape Elizabeth,
Me,, 36

Belief: A bubble in your coffee means $has you will get
some moneye

Background: Mrs. Tarbox said that whenever shk had had
bubbles in her coffee she never received any money.

Coll.,: Pamela Germain
York Hall
Univ. of Maine

Date: October 30, L966
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INFORMANT: self 62
BELIEF: It is wrong to eat with head covered (men)

BACKGROUND: This was very common belief among our
A . N. B., folk. Eating was regarded as a
Semi-religious ritual and a covered head
meant disrespect for the Divine source
of the blessing of nourishment. I still
shudder at seeing males eating in rest-
aurants with heads covered, although I
am not religious; the belief was firmly
Ingralned in us as children.

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald,
" . Hampden,
Maine

DATE: Nov. 23, 1964
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INFORMANT : self 62. 448

BELIEF: Taking something on yowr plate When you already
had plenty.

BACKGROUND: If done uneonsciously, this meant somebody
Was coming to the house hungry. Very common
belief in N. B., when I was young.

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Magcdonald,
Hampden,
Maine

DATE: Nov. 18, 1964



INFORMANT: gelf.§2 A0 1%

BELIEF: Sin$ before you eat,
B 11 cry before you sleep.

BACKGROUND: I t.hlnk everybody I knew as a boy had a
. .. erack at quoting this one. Very common in
Kent County, N. B,,up to 1922, when I left
N. B.

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald,
Hampden,
Malne

DATE: Nov. 18, 1g62



INFORMANT: self. 62 083

BELIEF: It wasn't good to throw away anything that
could be eaten, because some day you'd be
hungry and wish you hadn't. -

BACKGROUND: This belief was a must in my family. I

‘ . remember my grandmother guoting this poem:

must .n ¥ " £
%he crhé%trtgggﬁcgpggithe loor

ror many a hun little ¢
Would think it %ﬁgte a tre%%%ld

All wilful waste makes woeful want
4nd I may see the day
That.I shall wish I had the crust

That eonce I threw away . (N. 5. 1908)

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald,
Hapden,
Maine
pATRe: Nov. 18, 1964
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Informant: Mrs, Grace Greene, 20 March Circle,
Bangor, Maine (38)

Belief: If there is food left over from a meal
there will be rain the next day.

Collector: Carol Vachowski
N. High St,
Bridgton, Maine

Date: Novembar }6, 1966
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Informant: Goldie Morse, South Harpswell, Me., 54.
Belief: If you get a meal ready for your husband
or brother and tuen have to wait for him to

come., If after you've waited o long time
you sitidown, he'll come.

Background: thinks it really works

Collector: Ellen Peabody ‘
Soutii Harpswell, Maine

Date: March 30, 1965,
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Informant: Self, 26 Phillips Road,
54,

Falmouth, Maine, ,
Belief: If you discover little bubbles Jn your cup
of tea or coffee formed when milk or cream
is added, quickly ensnare them your tea-
spoon and swallow them. If you |do this
before they break, it means that you will

soon get some money.

Background: I have been familiar with this saying for
many years. Lven today, at home or in

restaurants, when bubbles appear on the
top of the beverage, I still have friends
who will revive this saying or 1I'l1l say it
to them if the bubbles are in their cups.
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Informant: Mrs, Lillian Russell, Gray, Maine

age. 54

Belief: Sing at the table; cry before you sleep.

Controlling data. She spent her childhood in
Montello, Wisconsin,

Dorothy Russell
Gray, Maine
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Informant: Ida Dow, East lachias, Maine [?15
About 65 years old

Belief: Teking the last piece of bread on the plate
or to throw away bread 1is to invite bad luck.

Controlling data: She has always heard this and
refrains from doing it whenever
she can.

Lina Bagley
East Machias, Maine
Nov. I4, I963
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INFORMANT: Claude de la Koche, Guatemala & FrancZ -}
23 years old

BELIEF: "In France it is believed bad luck to
cut a pie in half first, when dividing
it "

CONTROLLING DATA: Some housewived believe this,
Ann Papadopoulos

Orono,s Maine
May 8, 1963
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Informant:Elaine Smith, Campton, New Hampshire, 28.

Belief: Never sing before breakfast otherwise oppo-
sition will come.

Background: Grandmother strictly forbade the relatives

to do this, She strongly believes in all thése
signs and what they portend.

Collector:Sr. St. Jude
273 Minot Ave.,
Auburn, Me,

Date: Nov. 18, 1963
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Informant: Carolyn Somers, Limestone, Maine
21 years old

Belief: If you sing before brecakfast, you will
cry before night.

Controlling data: Heard this as a child, and
follows it.

Carolyn Somers
Limestone, Maine
May 13, 1963



Informant: Self

Belief: Sing before you eat (in the morning), cry before
you sleep.

Background: Believed in Powersville, Maine

Collector: Jennie Powers Boynton
RFD#2, Box 294
Brewer, Maine

Date: 1910-on



Inf, Mrs, BEdna Gilpatrick
Miss Mabel Merrill
Lisbon, Maine
1938

Cure: "One who sings early in the morning will cry
bafore going to bed,"

1C: WPA mf 189



Violet Ballard Age 60

West Enfield, Maine
Belief: TLaught before seven, cry before eleven.
Jo Ann Bowden

Dec. 6, 1962

Limestone, Mailne






Informan t: Judy Horley, Watertown, New york
19 years old
Belief: Sing before breakfast, cry before night.

Controlling data: She believes this. She never
sings before breakfast, Bach time she
has ever sung before breakfast, she
ended up bawling,.

Margaret Markowski
University of Maine
Orono, Maine

April 23, 1964



Tnformant: Margaret Crowley, Addison, Maine
72 years old
Belief: Oing before séven , cry before eleven.

8ing beofre you éat, cry before you

as they shouild.,
C“hru : : 3
Dapi, tte Log
/) -O s
A ddison, Dalnek

,,,,,, | Nov. 8, 1063



Informant: Sharon Graffam, Bath, Maine
student - University of Maine
Belief: 1If you sing before breakfast, you'll cry
before supper,

Controlling data: Sharon belie
true. he said that
her,

es this to be very
a nappens to

Janice Swiek
Caribou, Maine
May 5, 1964

o)



Informant: Elizabeth Beal, Milbridge, Modne
Aze: 48

BEllef: If you sing before you eat, you'll ery before
you sleep.

sne

Controlling datas This was & sayins to 1d Lo her by her
S ' ' i ...'
: doesn't like singing
before bre=kfast. I don't really think she

mother. As a result st

LS

believes it.

Joyce Bailey
Milbridge, Maine
29, 1963

Sept. 2€
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Informant: Mrs. Belmont Adams, Park Ave. RFD1, Scarboro,
Maine, age:i7

Bellef: Sing before breakfast, Cry before bed.

Background: She was told this by her mother 2nd as
a little girl strongly believed it.

Collector:
Alice Rideout

323 York
Date: Feb. 14, 1964



Informant:

Belief:

Controlling data:

Gery Kendall, Perry, Maine
33 years old

Laugh before breakfast, cry before
supper.

Heard when she was a child in
Eastport.

Sandra J. Pottle
Perry, Maine
September 17, 1963
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Informant: Lois Webster, Vinalhaven, Maine, 18,

Belief: If you sing before breakfast, you'll cry
before night.

Background: Informant heard it from her mother.

Collector: Clara E, Sawyer
SRR 13 Preble St.
Gorham, Maine

Date: December 1, 1964



_Informant: Mrs. Arden McEachern, lMachias, Maine.
62 years old.

Superstition: Sing before you eat-- cry before you sleep,

Controlling Data:thig was a superstition the older folk used to

tell their young.

Mabel B. Small
East‘Machias, Maine.
Oct. 15, 1963,



Informant: Ora Huntley, Marshf'ield, laine
Deceased

Belief: " Sing before you eat and you will cry
before you sleep".

Controlling data: Bhen we were visiting her she
always remind us not to sing or whistle
before we had our breakfast.

Etta H, Glisrk

Bast Machias, Maine
Depb. 23, 1963



