
 

 

Content Warning: Libraries and archives collect materials 
from different cultures and time periods to preserve and make 
available the historical record. As a result, materials such as 
those presented here may reflect sexist, misogynistic, abusive, 
racist, or discriminatory attitudes, actions, or ethnic slurs that 
some may find disturbing, harmful, or difficult to view. 
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Aims ot the Course 
Some Detimtionso Collecting Folkl.oreo 

BeacU.ng1 BW 1=20; T ,-10 0 406-4120 

Indices and ArchiveBo 
Readings T 406=427 

Belief and Superstititiono 
Reading: BW 27-39 9 333-34-0o 

Birth and Infancyo 
Death and l'orerunners 

Reading: BW 63=64o 

Luck 
Water-Witching 

Readings BW 319-3230 

Plante and Animals 
Reading: BW 118-128 

P'olk Meticine 
Readings BW 323-3320 
DECISION: COLLEC'?ION OR J>APERo 

Healers and Second Sight ... 
Readings BW 261=2691? 455,.,,459e1 

Witches and Wonder Workerso 
Readings BW 55-62© 111-117, 314-3190 

Legends A Detinitiono 
Reading: BW 62-63" 436-4-l!-lJ t(recommended) ! 234-271 

'?he Devil 1n Belief and .Legent 

MIDTERM PRELIM 

Ghosts and Haunted Houseeo f?[p~fj s~s R i=t'ortr 
Reading: BW 191=192~ ;oo- 313~ 

SPRIBG VACATIOB 

Guest Lecturer: Ellen Stekertr Wayne State Univo 
Legends: ,Concluion 

Reaclillga .BW 295=2990 



,,. Aprol3: ~o Jokes and Anecdotes 
Reading: BW 78-94,, 129-135 0 lBb=-189~, :,51«,:~581 442-'+-54 

Aprol5i Jokes and Anecdoteao 

XIo Apro20: !he Tall Tale 
Readillg: BW 347-3511 AJ 199-243 

Apro22: Tall Tale Beroea . 
Readings •BW 21-161 

X:llo Apro2"'1 g Charactera and Polk-Heroeao 
Beadings BW 40-54\j) 65-=-77ci 512-5220 

Apro29: Charaotera and Jolk-Heroeso 
Reading& *BW 16}:288 

XIIIoMay 4: The Ml.rchen o -

- ffiD »UEo 
May 6: 

XIT May s 

May 13s 

May 18: 
May 20& 

Th M.Archen~ 
- R adinga BW 168=180~ 203,,:,,212 0 246=·2600 341-346 

423-4350 

The MArchm,,_ 
R~ading: Northeast folklore IV(1963)~1=70 

North American Indian Polklore 
Readings *BW 282:4140 

• -
North American Indian Folkloreo 
Horth American Indian Folkloreo 

Reading: *BW 415-53~0 

: ... Z'3e • YOll should expect a quis on any day for which readiDg has been 
• -?:do Missed quizzes count as zero~ in orde:r to have the zero 
removed, you must give me a written excuse within a week of the cuto 

2~~d~; Assignments that are starred and ..nderlined follow Dorson°s 
::·~g.1:onar plan for the booko You will already ns...,,.e read much of the 
lliaterial in each of these sections when we took p th pe.r·G1e1 l.ar 
0·enres along the way o vertholeas 9 you should either :re-read 
(at the least) review thia materialv and of co rse you should read 
carefully Dorson°a intl 03duct1 ns and the material nc.t previously 
aasignedo 

Pe~s~~ The pa~er for this course may be either a first=ha.nd collection 
i la.les and legends or a study based on other people 8 s first=hand 

~-· 1~.o ·ti@ns o Let Os consider these separately: 
lo AC llecti·n ~urn in a collection of about tw d zen items 
(n t ~~uiit!ng l . afs and superstitions) ·f folklore interest 0 

follwlng earef .ly the mimeographed "Guid go? Cnlleeting 
F lltl e and Wr1ti.Dg the Report for Cp80: American P lklorae" 
T r: :ia only one addi tionaa. wet1·uction1 a third to a half 
'~hough it cou.la be more) of your collection must be on some 
spe ,i topico Por exa.mp: e), you might in1Clude a dozen variants 
of .'fr... • ne joke or 1 egenci.. Or it might be a collection o:t tales 
about ;~e spec·t1 type ct pers~n ("athlete" or "protwsor• storie~ 
You r:sb.;-11ld have settled on a "special topic" by the March 25 



progr&es repono ll there 1a &Jl1' aspect o! this assignment ·tha t 
you do not understand 0 pleaae come talk to me about 1 t at your 
earliest cpnvenienceo 
2o A_,~fil!.41' Ueual.ly a study will inTol e working with mater:ial 
to T:ie :ounit in the Northeast .Folklore Soci ety Az-ehivesi: You should 
settle on a topio by March 40 Make an appointment with me before 
that date for this purposeo 



Stude1:tt: ?ut i.hi.a i,age m p .-a.ace 
of page 7 in the "Guide" 

(Pul it Rock) ,ti~ t:1~ . 51r:r ) o~.-P ; ; 1"' --
p tc..___ ...,,,., ',"t;1,,.J fir 1 Jv .,,t,lf"'< er ,.~ f- j . , 

"t"hr ,, ,Fn•-.u.,~ ,' t- •~ "1 ,~,..,,lh,.,J"'S . 
--__.-/ 

The DevU preached a sermon to the fish ~n Pulpit Rock:8 at 

Rcbbinstono The Devil did not like the attitude of the haddocko He 

jwaped in e.ncl caught one with his thumb and fingero To this day the 

haddock has dirty marka on each side of its neck where the thumb and 

finger touched and marb on its sides where the haddock was 

scratched aa it was trying to get away~ 

J.J!!!: M:rc Sullivan did not believe the story~ said it was "just a 

yern. he 11 d heard~• but heid often told the ato:ey to his children,, 

He wasn't sure that this is how ~ulpit Rock gota its name 9 but 

that~a where the story is supposed to have taken placeo 

This is Motif A 22170302 Marke on certain fish from Dev11va !1Dserprintao 

------
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o3~ ~lt 
Inf.: Mrs. Tarbox. 246 Ocean House Road, Cape Elizabeth, 

Me., 36 

Belief: A bubble in your coffee means yhaa you will get 
some money. 

Background: Mrs. Tarbox said that whenever sb4 had had 
bubbles in her coffee she never received any money. 

Coll.: Pamela Germain 
York Hall 
Univ. of Maine 

Date: October 30, L966 



INFORMANT: self 62 

BELIEF: It is wrong to eat with head covered (men) 
-

BACKGROtnID: This was very common be lief' among our 
N. B., folk. Eating was regarded as a 
semi-religious ritual and a covered head 
meant disrespect r-or the Divine source 
of the bless.ine; of nourishment. I still 
shudder at seeing males eating in rest­
aurants With heads covered, although I 
am not religious; the belief was firmly 
ingrained in us as children. 

COLLECTOR: :Edward M. Macdonald, 
_ Hampden, 

Maine 

DATE: Nov. 23, 1964 



Ii'iFORMANT: self 62. 

i:sELIEF: Taking somet,h1ng on your plate when you already 
had plenty. 

BACKGROUND: If done uneoneeiously, this meant somebody 
was coming to the house hungry. Very common 
belief" in N. B., when I was young. 

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald, 
Hampden, 
Maine 

DATE: Nov. 18, 1964 



INFORMANT: self. 62 oqffp 
.BELIEF: Sin~ before you eat, 

!ou 11 cry before you elee;p. 

tsACKGROUND: I thin~ everybody I knew as a boy had a 
crack at quoting this one. Very common in 
Kent County, N. B.,up to 1922, when I left 
N • .J:S. 

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald, 
Hampden, 
Maine 

DATE: Nov. 18, 1962 



INFORMANT: self• oi fJ 4'63 

BELIEF: It wasn't good to throw away anyt.h1~ that 
could be eaten, because some day you d be 
hungry and Wish you hadn't. 

BACKGROUND: This belief was a must in my family. I 
. r~member m grandmother quoting t.his poem: 
Ihmust .not Itbrow uoon .._the floor ~.e crust canno~ eau 
~·or many a hungry litt.ie child 

W·9uld tnink· it quite a treat. 
411 Wilful waste makes woet'ul want 
And I may see the day 
~hat. I shall wish I had the crust 
That once I threw away. (N. ,lj. 1908) 

COLLECTOR: JOO.ward M. Macdonald, 
Hapiden, 
Maine 

DATE: Nov.18.1964 



Informant: 
b~t r 

Mrs. Grace Greene, 20 March Circle, 
Bangor, Maine (Jr) 

Belief: If there is food left over from a meal 
there will be rain the next day. 

Collector: Carol Vachmrski 
N. High St. 
Bridgton., Maine 

Date: NovembEr16., 1966 
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Informant: Goldie Morse, SoLtll Haroswell, 1--!e., 54. 

Belief: If you get a meal rc~dy for your husband 
or brother and t11en have -to .,,;ai t for him to 
come. If after you've waited ~ long time 
you sff j_down, he' 11 come. 

Background: ihinks it really works 

Collector: .Ellen Peabody 
Soutn Harpswell. , l~1aine 

Date: Maren JO, 1965. 



Informant: Self, 26 Phill ips Road , 
Falmouth , Maine , 

Belief: If you di s cover little bubbles n your cup 
of tea or coffee f or~ed when mi or cream 
is added, quickly ensnare them your tea-
spoon and swallow them . If you do this 
before they break, it means t hat you will 
soon get some money. 

Background: I have been familiar with this saying for 
many years . ven today , at home or in 
r e stautJant s ~ when bubbles appear on the 
top of the beverage , I s till have friends 
who will revive thi s s aying or 1 1 11 say it 
to them if the bubbles are in their cups. 



1'1-:,.2 
Informant: Mrs. Lillian Russell, Gray, Maine 

age. 54 

Belief: Sing at the table; cry before you sleep. 

Controlling data. She spent her childhood in 

Montello, Wisconsin. 

Dorothy Russell 
Gray, Maine 

April 5, 1963 



(oU[j"-cr<"•. 
id0U . 

Qtilo: ~dC.1 l'Ho 



~ Qou... ~~ b~d _o:,n~ ~ct.Er ~k.tQ.. 
G-.'\'\ _o..ke a.:\")o , u:.... , S. 1<n<2. t'\ <i.. 

) ~-(~\ \\ . 

\n'\ \ \{a'(\~ ""° ~2_-r- 0-.-~u.JO.~-r~ s°' \ ~ 
\~ . 



Informant: Ida Dow, East ~achias, ~aine 
About 65 years old 

Belief: Taking the last piece of bread on the plate 
or to throw away bread is to invite bad luck. 

Controlling data: She has always heard this and 
refrains from doing it whenever 
she can. 

Lina Bagley 
East Machias, Maine 

:-Jov. I4, I963 





, Y 11 
INFORllANT: Claude de la Roche, Guatemala & France 

23 years old 

BELIEF: "In France it 1s believed bad luck to 
cut a pie in half first, when dividing 
1 t. II 

CONTRO.:::..LING DATA: Some housewived believe this. 

Ann Papadopoulos 
Orono, Maine 
1Lay a, 1963 
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Informant:Elaine Smith, Campton, New HampEhire, 28. 

Belief: Never sing before breakfast otherwise oppo­
sition will come. 

Background: Grandmother strictly forbade the relatjves 
to do this. She strongly believes in all these 
signs and what they portend. 

Collector:Sr. St. Jude 
273 Minot Ave. 
Auburn, Me. 

V 

Date: Nov. 18, 1963 
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Ir'.!for`#i,ant :       c.¥tqro1:gun   sO+T.erE5, S    Ijirr:e.=`_tolls,    a.fgaine
21   :pregi-s   Old

Belief :      If   5rGu   -Singj   befof+a   br-`-`akfa£5t,    :,rfou   ¥5i,,rill
CrF  b€3for]£   His,ht.

#o.n.t-i*+ollingj   dgutt-a:     #e.ard  this   as   a   child,   a.fld
follGt.-fs   it.

Sg*r.015rn   8offiersg
Lime=tc>-ne I    ¥#'=¥.ine
I#g,F   13,    1953



Informant:     Self

Eg±±S£:         Sing  before  you  eat   (in  the  morning),   cry  before
you  sleep.

±±±±g±±g±±±g:     Believed  in  Powersville,  Maine

Collector:   Jennie  Powers  Boynton
RFD#2,   Box   294
Brewer,   Maine

2ae:     19ioLon



Imf.   ??rRq.   Ec3na  Gilpat,I.i.a,k
?v.{iss  lvitabcl  %errill
Lisbcm,   I'j?aine
19QBJ

Cure:     none  ¥Fho  gir]gs  early  in  t,he  TnorninF:  rill  cry
b.fore  going  t,a  bed„"

LG:    T!AvxpA   in.f   lFt9



_V_iole_I_   Ball_ara      Age___§
`irfurest   Enfield,    I'+`'laine

Belief :     Laug±i-i  before  seven,   cry  before  eleveri.

Jo  Ann . Bowden
Eec.   6,   1962

Limestorie,   Ii¥aine
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Informan  t:      Judgr  I.Iorle:`rr,   I+Jatertown,   }Tel+J  Fort-I

19  years  old
Belief 3     fifing  before  breakfast,   crgr  before  night.

Gontr°LL±gEns:t%:fo:ge bf::i:¥`S. th±c:;h  gjfen:r.:I

has  ever  sung  before  breafrfast,   srie
ended  up  bawling.

}'J'Iargape t  !''+farkowsfai
univers+±tF  Of  if'Iaine~
orono,   i.laine

fipril  23,   196L+



I.nform€int,:         R#a.r`gar.et   Ctr.oT`j'ij'ley,   ^'Siddison,   h;iaine

72  ,:,rear's   old

Belief:     Sing.  before   seven   ,   cry  `oef.ore   eiev¢r„

Sir.g  `beofr'e   you   eat,    Cia:yr  'befoiie   yo.u

sleer,.

Contr.oiling  data:      S`he   Said   t:tat   -{1ei'  i  oti,t3gr   `uh,cu

these   s+r|yir±.s    if   t`i  ``:y   t+vere   `r+tot   ~1eti}-j3-

a`s   t?;ey   sl-Quid.

ehariotj~`e      #

A  ddisc,n,   jffi+i:car

____                 I`,`Ov.   8,i;=`,6£



Irif.orHi3.rit :      Shar`on  Graffa,in,   Bat,`p„   iuzaine
st,u.dent,   -  Univer`sit3,r   of  5:£aine

Belief :     If  3rou   Si.rpg  'trjefor`e  bl.eakfast,,   ¥ou'1l   cr:r
before   s.iLTjper.

€Ontrnlli±lii::i:`tf'uihes±:::i-3r`t±¥:,±±=¥eg.1,:r±:::ir:iEc:,pL::rL:re€g

Janice  Swiek
Ca.ribou,   £tfauine
|'.I:a`,}r    5,     1964

P



Irlf`orffiant :   Elizabeth   E`e€9.jl ,   Ifai:il.±r`id]5e„    =.'jTgdthn€
J!F-.,e :    4.3``_,

BElief :   If  you   Sing  befor`e  :,,.rout  eat,   ,=Tou'll   cr`:F  befotf.a
5,rou   Sleep.

€C}rlt.rrollin:i;   dg+.ta„   1thig   tir#rtys   a,   S&3rin=   ilc}   1€1   to   heir.   b:f,r   he±~'
Hllo+uher.   Af!,   a.,  r`esult,   Bh€.   doesn't   like   sin€3ing'oefor'ii   iJr`e :kfa{3t.   I   i-lf3n'tj   re{3|1gr  thin±I   she
believes   it...

JO-Joe  B€.ile¥
IL=ilbr`id£5e ,    I.':€`,ine
fepi;.    f:"=r?I,1963
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Infor`mant:     l#rs.   Belmont  Adams,   Park  Ave.   RFDl,   Scarboro,
maine,     age  3+dy7                                                             a___   th

Belief :     Sing  before  breakfast,   Crgr     befor'e  bed-.

Bacl{gr.our3d:     She  was   told.  this  by  her  mother  and  as
a  little  giril  str`ongly  believed  it.

Collector :
Alice  Rideout
323  ropk

Date:      Feb.   1ky,   1964



Informant:

Belief:

Gery  Kendall,   Perry,  Maine
33  years  old

Laugh  before  breakfast,  cry  before
Supper .

Controlling  data:     Heard  when  she  was  a  child  in
Eastport.

Sandra  J.  Pottie
Perry,   Maine
September   17,   1963
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thformants  Lois  Webster,  Vinalhaven,  ELine,  18.

Belief:    If you sing before breakfast,  you'11  cry
before night*

Background:-  informarit  heard  it  from her  mother.

Collectors    Clara  E.  Sangrer
13  Preble St.
Gorham,  Ifaine

E±±§±      December  1,1964



Informant :  ?\.i`{rs. Arden  MCEacherm,   I'jfachias,   Maine.--T--J`~-         I----.--. rm ...... I-..y~TH_ -_--7.7 . I  -~_~ _~~_-`+ -_-~ I--I_n  __1_I  I  _  -_i

62  years  old.                           `

£REp_e_r__S_titi__Q__n=__:__S±ngL±8±Q±Lej[Q±±ngLa±=.`§__±jr__bife.g±u_I_r§±§__9P=__±±_.i_

Controlling  Data: nir¥i8_±_pr_±=9_`u9_.__S__P_P=£_I_5t±_+ic>n  the   older   folk  used   to

Mabel  8.   Small``.__-giv  _  _IT i  ---_.  a-L=*=a*L=7-c.ul-_   _T`   A   _-Lr.qrI-Ll-,-

East  Ma.chiaLq. T,,[aine®
Oct.   15,   1963.



Ini.{Jrfrlarit:       era   IIuntlf..,5r,       1'!i-``:!arslirield,    i'!r+aine
Lje c c`., a ,c.3 e ci

Jjclj.€:f :       "   h3in;-;   bcforje   you   t:,at   €|nd.   jTou   `t6j`j-lil   cry
Oc-,f.~<r€;    `yi>u    slf.-;ep".

Contl.ollini-.3j   d€it,ti:      #-'hen   i.,ijTe   were   visitinEJ;   hc.'r   she
a|'„r,,rj=i¥~s   remind   iis   nctt    t,C)   siri..::    or   i,,h/inifT,tie
bel'cjl.e   Tty.tj'e    had   our   br€,€lkl'i-+St.

fit,ta  ±i.   Ulark
lijds+,    :t.t`'':&C:riicr]+s  ,      !j'aine
-iei,,t.   ,:3;i,'    1963


