
 

 

Content Warning: Libraries and archives collect materials 
from different cultures and time periods to preserve and make 
available the historical record. As a result, materials such as 
those presented here may reflect sexist, misogynistic, abusive, 
racist, or discriminatory attitudes, actions, or ethnic slurs that 
some may find disturbing, harmful, or difficult to view. 
 



C:p80: .t..m.e:ri~r;-;n. Ftilklors. 
Spring Semester~l965 

,l!ll: Doraon0 Richard Mo• Buying~ Wind (Ch1cago01963)e 

OD. :ease::i. · '1:: Doraon0 Richard M,. e Americall F lklore., 
- - - Thompson® Stith, j:he~e-- ----
In the reference room: __ ., ______ _ 

Thompson, Stithti Mot• _:•-Index ot Folk L:lterature 

. / 
• ~ -i: F b l6t 

Febo 1 8: 

IV o Febo 23: 

Pobo25s 
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Maroll: 

Marol81 
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Aims ot the Course 
Some Detimtionso Collecting Folkl.oreo 

BeacU.ng1 BW 1=20; T ,-10 0 406-4120 

Indices and ArchiveBo 
Readings T 406=427 

Belief and Superstititiono 
Reading: BW 27-39 9 333-34-0o 

Birth and Infancyo 
Death and l'orerunners 

Reading: BW 63=64o 

Luck 
Water-Witching 

Readings BW 319-3230 

Plante and Animals 
Reading: BW 118-128 

P'olk Meticine 
Readings BW 323-3320 
DECISION: COLLEC'?ION OR J>APERo 

Healers and Second Sight ... 
Readings BW 261=2691? 455,.,,459e1 

Witches and Wonder Workerso 
Readings BW 55-62© 111-117, 314-3190 

Legends A Detinitiono 
Reading: BW 62-63" 436-4-l!-lJ t(recommended) ! 234-271 

'?he Devil 1n Belief and .Legent 

MIDTERM PRELIM 

Ghosts and Haunted Houseeo f?[p~fj s~s R i=t'ortr 
Reading: BW 191=192~ ;oo- 313~ 

SPRIBG VACATIOB 

Guest Lecturer: Ellen Stekertr Wayne State Univo 
Legends: ,Concluion 

Reaclillga .BW 295=2990 



,,. Aprol3: ~o Jokes and Anecdotes 
Reading: BW 78-94,, 129-135 0 lBb=-189~, :,51«,:~581 442-'+-54 

Aprol5i Jokes and Anecdoteao 

XIo Apro20: !he Tall Tale 
Readillg: BW 347-3511 AJ 199-243 

Apro22: Tall Tale Beroea . 
Readings •BW 21-161 

X:llo Apro2"'1 g Charactera and Polk-Heroeao 
Beadings BW 40-54\j) 65-=-77ci 512-5220 

Apro29: Charaotera and Jolk-Heroeso 
Reading& *BW 16}:288 

XIIIoMay 4: The Ml.rchen o -

- ffiD »UEo 
May 6: 

XIT May s 

May 13s 

May 18: 
May 20& 

Th M.Archen~ 
- R adinga BW 168=180~ 203,,:,,212 0 246=·2600 341-346 

423-4350 

The MArchm,,_ 
R~ading: Northeast folklore IV(1963)~1=70 

North American Indian Polklore 
Readings *BW 282:4140 

• -
North American Indian Folkloreo 
Horth American Indian Folkloreo 

Reading: *BW 415-53~0 

: ... Z'3e • YOll should expect a quis on any day for which readiDg has been 
• -?:do Missed quizzes count as zero~ in orde:r to have the zero 
removed, you must give me a written excuse within a week of the cuto 

2~~d~; Assignments that are starred and ..nderlined follow Dorson°s 
::·~g.1:onar plan for the booko You will already ns...,,.e read much of the 
lliaterial in each of these sections when we took p th pe.r·G1e1 l.ar 
0·enres along the way o vertholeas 9 you should either :re-read 
(at the least) review thia materialv and of co rse you should read 
carefully Dorson°a intl 03duct1 ns and the material nc.t previously 
aasignedo 

Pe~s~~ The pa~er for this course may be either a first=ha.nd collection 
i la.les and legends or a study based on other people 8 s first=hand 

~-· 1~.o ·ti@ns o Let Os consider these separately: 
lo AC llecti·n ~urn in a collection of about tw d zen items 
(n t ~~uiit!ng l . afs and superstitions) ·f folklore interest 0 

follwlng earef .ly the mimeographed "Guid go? Cnlleeting 
F lltl e and Wr1ti.Dg the Report for Cp80: American P lklorae" 
T r: :ia only one addi tionaa. wet1·uction1 a third to a half 
'~hough it cou.la be more) of your collection must be on some 
spe ,i topico Por exa.mp: e), you might in1Clude a dozen variants 
of .'fr... • ne joke or 1 egenci.. Or it might be a collection o:t tales 
about ;~e spec·t1 type ct pers~n ("athlete" or "protwsor• storie~ 
You r:sb.;-11ld have settled on a "special topic" by the March 25 



progr&es repono ll there 1a &Jl1' aspect o! this assignment ·tha t 
you do not understand 0 pleaae come talk to me about 1 t at your 
earliest cpnvenienceo 
2o A_,~fil!.41' Ueual.ly a study will inTol e working with mater:ial 
to T:ie :ounit in the Northeast .Folklore Soci ety Az-ehivesi: You should 
settle on a topio by March 40 Make an appointment with me before 
that date for this purposeo 



Stude1:tt: ?ut i.hi.a i,age m p .-a.ace 
of page 7 in the "Guide" 

(Pul it Rock) ,ti~ t:1~ . 51r:r ) o~.-P ; ; 1"' --
p tc..___ ...,,,., ',"t;1,,.J fir 1 Jv .,,t,lf"'< er ,.~ f- j . , 

"t"hr ,, ,Fn•-.u.,~ ,' t- •~ "1 ,~,..,,lh,.,J"'S . 
--__.-/ 

The DevU preached a sermon to the fish ~n Pulpit Rock:8 at 

Rcbbinstono The Devil did not like the attitude of the haddocko He 

jwaped in e.ncl caught one with his thumb and fingero To this day the 

haddock has dirty marka on each side of its neck where the thumb and 

finger touched and marb on its sides where the haddock was 

scratched aa it was trying to get away~ 

J.J!!!: M:rc Sullivan did not believe the story~ said it was "just a 

yern. he 11 d heard~• but heid often told the ato:ey to his children,, 

He wasn't sure that this is how ~ulpit Rock gota its name 9 but 

that~a where the story is supposed to have taken placeo 

This is Motif A 22170302 Marke on certain fish from Dev11va !1Dserprintao 

------
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IKFO~MAET: Sev a~d Elsie Tucker, 3l~e Hill, Me. late 
40s 

BELIEF: Lookin__; at a new moon throu,~h a class or 
window is ~~a luck. 

J \CJ"'T~:om:D: I i•!Oi,der· uha t c.,ay ';)lade//. first convinced 
his la s s o i' t '., i s? ? ? ? ?' ? '? 

Collector: Gayle Durnjaush 
3ox 343 
Blue Hill, Me. 

March 10. 1967 
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I iior■ a!l.t: Terry Geel, "r:FD 2 , Box 303, .Br'i:.d ley, Me. , 
11. 

Belief: The seventh child born ib ~- f,ni::ily i,,;ill 
have ff OOd luck. 

BackFrou~d: Terry heard this from Miryan~ Garceau,~ 
classwa.te i hL 1'ebruu~y, 1967, tut does not 
believe it 1~ true. 

Collector: JoD □~e Lobdell 
146 X. Brunswick 
Old Town, 1-',~i ne 

D~te: February 9, 1967 
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I 

Informant: Mrs. Leo Mouradian, 359 Hammond St.Bangor 

Belief: See a pin and pick it up, 
All the day, you'll have good luck. 
See a pin and let it lay, 
You'll have bad luck all the day. 

Background:She heard this as a girl in Eastport and 
still always picks up pins she finds. 

Collector:Wm.& Marg. Mouradian 
43 Longmeadow Dr. 
Brewer, Maine 

Date:March 7 1967 
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INFORMANT: "self" 

BELIEF: It's bad luck when you have an opened 
jack knife and another person besides the , 
one who originally opened it, closes it. 

BACKGROUND: I heard this from my father. I don't 
be:J_j_ev~ itthut I think he has more 
faith in 1 than I. 

COLLECTOR: Gene HumphrPy 
Gray, Maine 

Date: Oct 6, 1966 
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t)'lf.3 l{ ~ 
Inf.: Mrs. Germain, S Hammond Road, Falmouth, Me., 40 

Belief: It's bad luck to meet and pass a person on the 
stairs. 

Background: Mi,# mother told me to watch this one, since 
I meet and pass people on the stairs all the time. 

(Neither one of us believe this) 

Coll.: Pamela Germain 
York Hall 
Univ. of Maine 

Date: November 17, 1966 
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E'ree1,crt 

Dec. 18, lGE:G 
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INFORMANT: self. 62 

SU.bJECT: Horseshoes are lucky- • 

.bACKGROUND: On the r·al"Ul we always had them stuck up ovetr> 
barn doors. I think my f·at her mostly put them 
up for ornament. Some people see,med to t.hink 
points up meant one t.hing, points down anotheJ 
I've noticed them nailed up all over~. b., 
~ Maine. 

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald, 
Hampden, 
Maine 

DATE: Nov. 18, 1964 



INFORMANT: selr.62 

HELIEF: It was bad: luck to open and raise and umbrella 
inside the house. 

BACKGROUND: I remember cate:h1ng mercy hell for this 
from older folk, who yanked the umbrella 
from me and put 1 t away. It was a common 
t .aboo as early as I can remember, 1908, 
and up to 1922, in Kent ao., N. H. 

COLLECTOR: F.a.ward M.Macdonald, 
Hampden, 
Maine 

DATE: Nov. 18, 1964 



INFORMANT: self' 62 

BELIEF: • Lucky st ones. 

BACKGROUND: As youngsters in N. B., we carrled white 
~uarts pebbles in our pmckets and called them 

lucky stones". The Greeks even today carry 
amooth pebbles t,o handle when nervous or worr~ 
ied, and sometimes When praying. I've carried 
a ribbon jasper in my pocket for years and 
find it nicer to twiddle with than keys, coins 
etc. 

COLLECTOR: Edward M, Macdonald, 
Hampden, 
Maine 

UATE: Nov.20, 1964 



INFORMANT: self' 62 

~ELIEF: Bad luck to turn back. 

BACKGROUND: Very common in N. B., within my memory. 
If you had to turn back you must. go 1n 
the house and sit a spell, do what you 
had forgott.en to do, then make a new 
start. I've se&n people do it but never 
practiced it myself. 

aoLLECTOR: Edward K. Macdonald, 
Hampden, 
Maine 

DATE: N0 v. 18, 1964 



INFORMANT: self 62 

BELIEF: Se& a pin and pick it UI; and all the day you'll 
riave gocrl luck. 

BACKGROUND: Commonly quoted in Maine and N. B. I've 
been picking up pins and t ,hings all my life t 
but can't credit any good luck to this so­
called lucky habit. aybe it's because in 
picking up pins I've overlooked dollars~ 

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald, 
Hampden, 
Maine 

DATE: 1908 to present 



O~S.J... 
Informant : Mrs. Grace Greene, 20 March Circle, 

Bangor, Maine (~) 

Belief : Never make a statement good about yourself 
unless you knock on wood so the good fairies 
willcome out of the wood 'and protect you. 

Collector: Carol Vachowski 
N. High St. 
Bridgton, Maine 

Date: November 16, 1966 



Informant: 
o~6f 

Mrs. Grace Greene, 20 March Circle, 
Bangor, Maine (/'/) 

Belief: It's bad luck to look at the moonover 
your left shoulder, but good luck to have 
silver in your pocket with your hand on it 
while you look. 

Collector: Carol Vachowski 
N. High St. 
Bridgton, Maine 

Date: November 16, 1966 
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Ini' ormi:int: Knmm i'DDm c~,lldhood os·t f 
If ;you are successful in blov:in_; :mi_; 

all the c s..ndlEs s on ;/ our t) 1rthd u_y c ,;_ke 

Controlling datd : .le ,)elievecl in it enc:-;1 h to 

comA true. 
l:itta J:. liLirk 
-'~'-'-st " ac • u_a,: , 8-:i_--. e 
Oc:t. 1;>, 1963 



Informant: Joyce Demkowicz, ',lest st., 1.'vate:r·ville, Ivle., 
19. 

Belief: If you blow out all the candles on a birthday 
cake and all the smoke goes straight up, you 
will go to heaven. 

iackground: She heard it from her grandmother w:.10 was 
from Poland. Eer grandmother believes in it. 

Collector: Nancy Conant 
57 Pleasant st. 
Skowhegan, l,::aine 

Date: July 13, 1964 





Informant: Mrs. Stanwood R. STerling 
Ellsworth, Maine 
45 years old 

Belief: Close your eyes and make a wish and 
then blow out all the candles on your 
birthday calm. The wish will come true 
if you do not tell anyone what your 
wish was. 

Controlling data: She heard it from her mother, 
Mrs. Alice C. Steele, 87 years 
old. Both mother and I believed 
in it when we were small. 

Pamela Walker 
Veazie, Maine 
May 12, 1963 



COLLECTOR: N,c/C T~'i'O)/ 
l/EA..z1£, Mt:-

DATE: 3-B-Ge, 
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Int. Bel!!ll!!lie Stevens 
Robinhood, Maine 
1938 

lo Clean Kid Glovel!!I: Spread out the gloves on several 
thicknesses of cloth; take a flannel wet with lftilk and 
whit@' soap and rub toward the f'im,:ers till clean. 

LC: WPA id 330 



Inf. Bessie Stevens 
Robinhood, Maine 
1938 

o, 6 r 
U:o remove rust stains: Saturate the spot wi. th le1110n juice 
and table salt and place in the sun. If one application 
isn•t effective, repeat. 

LC: WPA mf 330 



Inf. Bessie Stevens 
Robinhood, Maine 
1cnA 

To tak~ out paint stains from clothing; use chloroform. 

LC: 't.TPA mf 3 30 



Inf. Mrs. Reed 
Mrs. Davis 
Westbrook, Maine 
1938 

A widow should never be married in white. 

LIJ: 'tlPA mf 37~ 
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Ir1-f. Mrs. John Adams 
Lisbon ::-'alls, i~aine 
193A 

Monday is the right day to star+, a jo11rney. 



Inf. :,,Ji.lbur Emerso"1 
Na.plt"!s, Haine 
1938 

~Uri"': L~ft hind foot of ~ rabbit brir.9:s good luck, if 
carrier! in your pock:,.t. 



Inf. ~,Tar<l"'Jin-, 'T'. '.Jrotr,.r 
~--chanic F.;i,lls, }~.:-d nl" 
19~R 

1'-SY~ning gr;.y llr,d morrd.nf" r!"d, 
3rinp clown rJin nn tr"°' tr;;vt"'l!"-ri::: hi".~~; 
Eveninr, rl"r: and morn_i np: p-r,1.y, 
s~nils trl" tJ'.'a111eler on hj_.r w~.y." 



Inf. Mrs. Joe Lunt 
J. A. Hill 
Dover-Foxcroft 
1938 

Squirrels instinctively know when a cold hard winter is 
coming and gatter·sufficient nuts, and other food to last 
them until spring. 

A good sign of a mild winter to come is to see them 
running around during cold weather. 

The hides of horses and cattle will be heavily coated 
with hair in the late fall if a hard, cold winter is 
coming. 

I£: WPA 86 mf 



Inf. Mrs. Ward 
Mrs. Curran 
Portland, Maine 
1938 

Cure: It eating fruit with sttones in it count the 
number of stones. If the number 1s even, the 
omen is good, iff odd the case is reverse. 

LC: WPA 111# 295 



Inf. Philip J. Conley 
Portland, T~aine 
1938 

At hirthday part~r, if person blo,rs out all c;1ndJ es wit'r one 
brP.ath gets wish. 



Inf. Bessie Stevens 
Robinhood, Maine 
19)8 

Ce'lllent: The b~st cement for fastening on lamp tops is 
melted al.um; use as soon as melted and tie lamp 
is ready for use as soon as it hardens. 

LC: WPA mf 330 
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Re /j f ()_:_ ll -1/-At.l- Lc:,p_ k A.-/- -~""-"~ r-1 rb..r_o 144-J. _ ~q_~s1 y () "- I/ f 

1-,_o."'-~- b_a... a Lt.A.a._ _ 

/So.c)<'lrourd '.- /..ok:Le.. M,-L w;Js"n .f ;,..,,,,. Jy sl~fed.. She... w~s 

_nl)f Su.-per_s-J_;t,~"-""- ~
1 

.s..k -~el,,Cl __ -f Ji,' -s, _o_n_e w ~s. f ~tA.e.., be __ 
eo..1.1.,e b~rl [~CLK b_e{tP he.r o./Jft.r she look~d. aitl-ie h'loo;, 

th r-o JA.t; J. q I "'-s 5. • 

C~ uec..fo~ '. - Pa..~ .. J,'n~ Ye.r}( e.., 

Nl -~ ,,.:tit Q/l _If e, c.u ,. c.k,IY-B~ 
Jla...te. ! JK,Jy 2~',-1'11, ~, 



Bc_J,·cp : [t is btt.d . l1,a.,.c..k f-o fn_e.ta"t Q...~cl. 17a...s~ anyone. 

oh f/,,-e. s+a...;,-s, 

lss,~k.5r"..._;,a: M1-s.. Pie.kc-rd _sa..:d f1,,·s he t,'e.f. l,c_s b.:...,,, lc,,,,c;.:.u>. 

t,_. tHr sir1e.e.. (:.1-.,'(d._ __ J,ac,r:l b1.,.T sh-~ doe, n,:d b ... li'~v!!. 
I 

, ., ; t. As c:. e. /.i ; I cL , s 1-, e ,l ,' d.. 

Couec.-101-: 'Rt-1tnt ¼,.xa., 
_ Mc~t 1,.. or Ke.. s c.u/c.k/tl. f., 

_Da.,+e.: J(.(..1y1,,,9,~"' 



&l;e.f:]!' a. l,uan,a.n ;en,,a'-Je\ A~ ... weddt'11'i r-/ri,y
1

lhe'// '1a..ue 

ba.~ /,.,_ck . 

T?«.c/c,p•ci.A.ncl:Mn.4~ef> ha..J a. ha,,p,/..._I t-oCJn,fhQ..fe who!.e.. t-,'n'1 ho..dfo 

be. r-emoued. The womA.nS body Jwe.t/ed fd.u.e. to a.."' tLllerfy) 

hu._f- 11-,e won-,a...,_ believed tr w~~ bec4..;,,.,se l"u- wedd..,'"'f ,-;,,.,C, 

htt.d. b-ee,,. reino1,,•e.d. 

C {/ef;_tot : Pa,...,....t;ne Ye..r)(a. , 
MotA..-f I, ct ke sw .-'ek JV.8. 

~ t ~ : J i... ( 'f I 1:.1 I 9 (p ,:{ 
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120.r 

Inf. ? 

Be l:i_ e f : If yo J_ l c v e i o ;n e to go s o: ,1 e p 1 a. c e , 
it is tad lnc:<: to turn back. 

co· lecto:c-: r,: <_-;,:.ret R. Adans 
50 L::.C~( St. 
H,-, i.l tor:., 1·Ie. 



Inf. ? 

D•slj_ef: If you a:C'e walking with .s dneol1e 

arid e·1cJi r,e::;s on op ;.:of,i te si ;'tec of 
an objects::,'/, 0 brerid and btitter 11 

or it vdll r,1em1 b,~d 1 1;.ck. 

Collector: Alic~ K. Bryant 
WoocUctnd, rb j_ne 

Date: Fall, 195J 



I1i.f. ? 

Belief: Say, "R:btit, rabbit" the last thing 
before you go to sleep on the l~st day 
of t~'le nonth an:1 the s,:.me ti1i::::g the 
u10me:i:1t you we~:e uT: the next rn::r-r::_n;:· and 
.-;ou will :1::1ve EOOd lu.ck. 

Collec~or: Alice K. Bryant 
i'lcodl.~md, M~dne 

Date: Fall, 1959 



Inf. 9 

Balicf: See a r in, , ick it up, a : l t :-ie day 
you' 11 c:ave good 1 uck. 

Collector: Alice K. Brycu1t 
'loodl : nd, Ha ine 

D~te: Fall, 1959 



Inf. ? 

Beli cf: If / OU drop ci glove, let c o:-1eone 
else pick it up, for if you do it 
yourself j_ t is b2,.d Ltek. 

B::g . ? 

Coilector: Alice K. Dry nt 
·,roodLmd, T-faine 

Date: Fall, 1959 



Inf. ? 

Belief: Putt:i.ng 1:m-1 s:;oes on a table brings 
1n:;.d l.J.ck. 

Collec~or: Alice K. Bryant 
Woodland, :Maine 

Date: Fall, 1959. 



Inf. 9 

~3eLtef: If you ftnd:.. f,)ur le1C clover tt 
_.:.;~ .. ~:s good l;;.ck. 

Collecto.·: Ccr·olyr. C'-«•m1in,,;s 
Au::-:ur:n, N:,,:-cine ? 

S: r· ng , 1(J60 

C-9 



Inf. '? 

I 
Knoc:: O.il '.,'ood so a certain thing wont 

Collector: C:J.::clfn Cu@nings 
ALl:JUril, I':[:3.j_ne ? 
Sr ri nc; , 1 9 6 0 

C-9 



Inf. Margaret Breher ? 
Wadena, Minnt:isotr,_ 

Bel~ef: Knock on wood to preven~ bad luck 

B,~g. Informant bel:L eved i:ii it ,0:.11d used it, for 
exarnpl e: !r I ::'.L1 not goin0; to be ill, 7::nock, 
~~no ck. 11 

Marum Koch 
Bc.ngoJ:', Haine 
Spring, 1962 

K-5 



Inf. Mike Koch (27 Yrs.) 
Waden2,, Minnesot2 

BeL_ef: Two people s:::.ying the so.me thing 
simultaneously is a sign of good luck. 

B':g. Did not believe in it. 
Harth::1_ Koch 
Bangor, Maine 
Sl)ring, 1962 

K-5 



Inf. Irene B. Baker (40 Yrs.) 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Belief: Friday 13th is a bad luck day and 13 
i s an unlucky number. 

Bkg. Ee ,~r J fro:n ~ _::..:-l friend by t __ ;:=, n· ne of 
Fa tricia B'J.£'.LSi ' e ,.-.--L en i n Hig __ Scho ol 
i · -1:li1E1e:>.polic, :-~inn . mh e ;.:.rl was 
very s urc-s t~tious . 

Martha Koch 
Bangor, Maine 
Spring, 1962 

K-5 



Inf. Pau1elia .Frost 
Den:-il·;.rk, T·Ltine 
Born 1828 

12ft 
9 or Mrs. Nellie Gilbert ? 

Born 1870 

'3elief: It's a 1Jad "';·~L to S::Jre::d o.n ui:ibrell,:,.. 
in the :1ou3e . 

Mrs. C. A. Gilbert 
G1~e ene, r.: ~ine 
Siring, 1960 
11.aburn 
G-4 



Inf. :._, ''. ::1e 1 i:1 J!-, :'OS t ~ 

De~:::: :.rL, rL·,ine 
E o ~en. 12 2 ·-.3 

c.,::· l1rs. l:eLlie G:Llbert 
Born 1•570 

C . . A. Gilbe~~t 
I·L ~i.t1e 
196D 

' : i u l"'!: 
}-LL , _ • 10 



Inf. Betty Newton 
Auburn, I1 -line 
9 th Jr,lder 

Bel ef: Step on 22 w~ny Lucky Strike empties 
3~ possi~le fo~ good luck. 

l'{rs. C. A. Gilbert 
G:te E;l'-y, r-Iaine 
S l1 :::· ,_ y_;_~ , 1 9 !:) 0 
.'i..U'J ffl1 

G-4, I. 12 



Inf. ? 

Belief: Pu~ a horseshoe over a door. It 
br~ngs gooa luck. 

Col. M ~ion Erswell 
Brunswick, 1'18.ine 
Spring, 1960 



Inf. 9 

Bel:i_2f: It is 7J 0,d L!c"'.c to see a full moon 
over your left s~oulder. 

Col. N~rion Erswell 
Brunswick, Maine 
Spring, 1960 
E-1 



Inf. ? 

Belief: Carry a rabbit's foot in your pocket. It 
will keep you both safe and lucky. 

Bkg . Collected in the Princeton, Woodland, and 
Robbinston area. 

Ruth Dwelley 
Calais, 
Maine 
Fall, 1959 



Inf. ~ 

Belief: To ~old an u~brell 0 over your heGd in the 
ho ~_1_,3e i:, bad l!tc};:. 

Bk:;:. Collected in the Pri:1ceton, WoodLmd, ,nJ 
Robbinston are~• 

3.ut:.1 Dwelley 

?:tll, 1959 



Inf. ? 

::Jel:ief: 
day. 

See ri. T'..:; ,,, • 
..... - ..L.l. ... !' let it lay--Good luck all 

Col. }h:rjon Erm✓ ell 
Brunswick, Maine 
Sprin;;, 1 ~)60 



Inf. ? 

JJ el i e f : The n iJ.i:ll 'o c r 13 i s b a d 1 'vl ck . 

Col. Merion Erswell 
Br .. \nswick, I>'. r:e 
Spring, l'.60 
E-1 



Inf. ? 

3elief: It is b~d luck to wal~ ~ndsr a lJdder, 
to h '.ve J, 'JL0

• c;.= c ::~ cross your r 'I -:L1. 

Col. Marion Erswell 
Bruns·.-:ic:c, H::::ne 
Sy:1~·nz, 19GO 
E-1 



Inf. '1 

Be _ief: I-:; is gooc. Juck to f:Lnd 2, foLlr le::if 
clover, :.' horse sl_ce, to wish on ;~. wishbone, 
or :J. v ;• :j te 1.~or·se. T11e nu,nbe.:c sever is good 
luck. 

Col. N 1-ion Erswell 
2::r'jnswick, I-: .=:inc 
S:r ring, 1960 
E-1 



Inf. 9 

Belief: Frid .. y the 13th is 

Col. n ,:c.~i,Jn ErE,\i"ell 
Bruns',1ick, E:c:ine 
Spr~ng, 1960 
E-1 



I11.~. ? 

Bel-:..e::: 1 1-

:- ,·.~ b ~)it I s 

I ~t.µ/ 
is 1_wu .ill:'.- __ ucty 1•.1 _1en you c:,rry ci 

z f) o t o .c :: : :: i 1 v e T a o 11 r· . 

Col. Il _r·io:i:, Ersi.1 el1 
Brunswick, 1·: j_ne 
sr,,:ing, l'JGO 
E-1 



Inf. 9 

:3eJief: If /Oi.l ::ill ct Si_j_der v1ith tl.:.e little 
finger of your left h8nd, it brlnzs good 
1 uc~c. 

Col. Il:: ri 011 Ermrnll 
:'.:runswic :, MciiLe 
Spring, 1960 
E-1 



Inf. self 

BeL_ef: If you s-:,y t:ie v.'orc1 11 n,bi t" three 
tides before you se,,:,r ~;_ny other ·,:ord, you 
will l1 ve cood Jue~= ,:;ll tl~e mon~h. 

B~-<: _. 1J.:l1is is pr-; ,~:ctice~l in 
i} reen'.Ji ell, Ccnnectj_ cu. 
11 '-.11 of U,-'o rut :rn , :'.___r2]1S 
night ~oefore to~ :c.'e'1Ind 

,:. school iE 
Mary Dodge s2ys, 
in o,r room the 
us. I still find 

mr· elf today s:,y:i21_ t; 1 es e three words the 
first d[.y of every ~onth. 

Mary Dodge 
Auburn, He. 
Spring, 1960 
D-8 



1~g~ 
Inf. A reside::1t of t:,e New Bruns,. ·ick J.re2 

3eljef: Good luc>: to sit 02t ccrds with 
cJ'?,ins running tov:s.rd pnrtner. 

~i.. • .h. Gilbert 
lJ·::\.i 3runswi ck 
.I.: J • i 1 12 , 1 9 6 Lj. 

G-19 



Inf. ~~ resident of t ll. e New Bru.nswick e;_re,1' 3ii/ 

:3el iet: Ch2.nge lucl: vr'cien pL1yin:; Ccclrcls by 
c ·: nging pl;c,ce , _tt t ble to be with or 
'./' i j_nst gr:iin. 

A. A. Gilbert 
1: e 1:i Bru11swi ck 
LTril 12, 1c35L~ 
G-19 



14,o.3 
Inf. A :·cside~1t of tt.c New Brunswick :,rea 

73elj_ef: Cross fin32rs if one turns while going 
stai~s-1revents b2d luck. 

·•. 1,. Gilbert 
~fow Lrunswick 
),., I':::_l 12, 1J64 
G-1~~ 



Inf. 

Jelief: 

A restdent of tLe EeH Brun ,v'lick area 

To cross o~ stairs brings bad luck. 

A. A. G-:.lbert 
New Brunsw:L ck 
April 12, 1964 
G-19 

I l/,ol/ 
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&/✓£/: ::z;- YGXJ r/.,.VD A' ~✓,;U c>J/iJCJ<:::v2.J"; /r a.J/,,L..~ 

.iAZ./4oc Y-ao a/lr?D ~ 



t b ~f> 

:z;tb'rfr'JanL-a~ kr-,,,r; 7 .kvl:AJ77/ ~ a~,4/;i.z 

&~c/': :z-;- Y?ti P//CID /9 ~ ~~"' ✓r 
uJ./,,,,,,:,...L, ,&g__,,,A,Jc Cb:::;D ~0-a.,L...__ 

,U<.<-f'?z!½! ; ~;:r¢A,) /. 4~ 
/6":f/ /~/,,v,e /4-,µUc 

MVn✓#@#,?£/ ~ .#V£. 

~ : ~o/' ~ /9°d.:r 



L/e~I /': ?~ 'r OH~, ~ A/,,/??C- t:::F ~ da,r- / r 

t?/€/PCS &9-D ~Ot!K. /,c:: S,-,ou Do. 

(l~P/'rOun J ! /le.re. ~-,lvs.l!?/9A-IJJ /Zl:.Cc..>STD ,re) ,,,R£-,,u,#,-nc ..,4 

4?~ ?" ;;-;ye i;.- h',?D .a="~o// r ...ik:!19v.rc ~ ,r#/f 

.ic;,t-/Er. ~~ M<.JNDC/ZS :OOU/()1:r' ,LJ"t;,L,/.CVC /A,J .,,,.r 

~Cafl)fl : ~c :s~/-' ./4 ~/UC 

/6"~ ~/A,/J;; ~'-:;:­

M~/.,Ut(L),?~ /ffc. 

~?Z ,1 4 /o? /7~0 



Informa_nt: Mrs. Helen Brown, HarpswelJ., Me ., 62. 

Belief: DonJt pass anyone on the stairs, its bad luck . 

uac1 ~_ roun L: Believes in it ancl never does it. 

Collector: Ellen 1>eabody 
South Har> ~,.we 11, .r,,ia.i.ne 

Date: March 30, 1965. 



Informant : Carlton Brown, Harpswell, Me., 62. 

Belief : You must always turn the shi;J with the sun 
if you don't it is bad luck. 

Background: He says the sailors practiced this in 
the Merchant Matines. 

Collector: Ellen l'eabody 
South Harnswell, Maine 

Date: March 30, 1965. 



Informant: Carlton Brown, South~Harpswell, Me. , 62. 

Belief: Never turn the hatch of a shi:~ upside down 
because it is bad luck. 

background: They practiced this belidf when he was 
in the Merchant harines. 

Collector: Ellen Peabod ; 
South Harpswell, M.iine 

Date: March 30, 1965. 



I bb 2-
1nf ormant: Goldie Morse, Sou th 1-Iarps,,,e 11, Me. , 54j 

Belief: Never st art on stairs and turn around and 
go back because it was bad luck. 

Background: Practices this. 

Collector: Ellen ~eabody 
South Harpswell, Maine 

Date : .Mar ch 3 O , 19 6 5 • 



Informant: Goldie Morse, South Harpswell, Me., 54. 

Belief: If you forget some~hing and go back to get it­
sit down for a minute or else you'll have bad 
luck. 

Bac ·~!n ,und : Doesn't practice this, but knows a lady 
who does. 

Collectmm: Ellen Peabody 
South Harpswell, Maine 

~: March 30, 1965. 



ColtedAH · k,~·"/ It!'. !,~ ~ 
I 1~ IV~~ 
~v~~frr 71'/a~ 

&1rc,pl(/t9, 1-ze . 

~ ·• /;.s...,..d1- 17 111 H 
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2.G15 
Infon,ant: [,label B. Small, East ;,:achias, kaine. 

56 years olcl 

.. elief: If one hears a bell rin; in:; in the rii::,ht ear--~ood luck-­n 

if in the left ear bad luck. l both1, must be hi-blood n.O 

Controllinz data: This was told -':-o •ne by a member of a club I be] on{ 

She heard it when she was yount. 

t1'.abel B. Small 

2.ast 11.achias, Maine. 

:::ic tober 19, 1963 



Informant: Dennis Sinford, Machias H.::s. S~ud~f:/ 
\ 

Belief: For a good luck charm, carry a penny 
dated the year of your birth. 

:&Ina M. Rasco 
E~ Machias, Me. 
9 .27 .63 
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Informant:             Barn,3.rd  £\Torton,   uTone:port,   I:ainc
•EL&tp=    r}O

Belief i                    Drop.`ririg   tl`ie   lobster  clatFs   back  into
the  ocean.{after.  all  mep`t  i-lag   been
removc'c`.)   i.,rill   brii-i;   a:Cod   luck   +.a   cvc`r.;`]`-
One   in   +.`{'ie   pal-+u:.r.

Contrc`llin:   data:        This   was   told   oil.  a   lal.&c   CIELyfl-
bake   held   la£`t   £,;-ear  .aJLu  i-'r.
IJorton' a   hc|ii.ft.

\

Jane   £{azutoifsr
Kenriebec   He.II
universit--   Of.   }T.''`ciine.t,



Infoim.marit3      Penri.y  Rich,   Hermon,   Iqu=aine

19  years  old

ifelief 3     Tfie  number  of  inorseshoe  nails  found  sti]n
±n  the  horseshoe  denotes  the  nunnber  of
Fears  tine  firider  tlJill  Jia.ve  good  luck.

Controlling  data:     She  does  not  know  t!Jiiere  she  heard
this.    She  does  not  believe  ifi  it.

i'.-'Iargare t  I'.+Iarkowski
Uriiversity  of  I.iaifie
Orono,   I'u'£aine

i-ipril  23,  196h



Mrs.   H&than  RInney:   Age  47
Ashland,  }i#aine.

E::i:f g    Finding  a  Horse  shoe  br*ings  good

Gontpolling  datag  Refs.  Eirmey  says  that  the

p®opl®  who  found  Horse  Shoes   always  ngiilGd

them  up,  usually  over  a  door.  This  i;fifas  sL[pposed

to  bring  good  lnck    to  the  household*

Marjorie  Ttl::Sinslow

Caribou,   }ti{aine.   Dec.1962



Infoltmal-its      Judy  l'Iol-1ey,   'u'JatertoT.am,   FTew  Pork

19  grears  old

Belief :    iE::=%:ltlo:fie¥::¥g  g;:„c.1  luck.     It  pitotects

Controlling  data.:    Ihey  all.Jays  used  to  have  a  iiorfe-
s+Hoe  ±ianging  offer  trieir  kitchefi  door.

Ifar gape t  I''IarkoT,r±.rs|--€i
Uriiversitgr  of  i':£aine
orono ,   I`Jfaifle

L£Fipri|  23,   196L



Infor`mant:      Hor`ace   Gallagher  Lubec,   I\`t:Sine
6€  yef'rs  old

Belief :     Bird  flier.   in  house  and  dies   it  is,  bad
luck.      If   it   flies   bac}+.   out   th€2t  means
good   lucLr.

Contr`olli.ng  dat*     Didn't  knoi^r  if  he  believed  this
but  didn't  i`-ant   any  bir'.=s   fl.ying  into
i'.is  house.

pauline   Lei`fTiE
Lubec,   }vlaine
Serit.    2`f,    19`63



mformnt:    Florenc€i  ELmbert,  #  Bicker  Road,  Falmoi..itb
Foreside,  rfaine,  18.

Beliefs Hilling  crburs  which d}tack  a  garden  will
bring bad luck to  tfae  family and  tiieir  crop.

Backfroun§:  Thformnt  heard  tbis  about  eigbt Fears  ago
gram a  farmer who  is  a  friend  of faer  farfuly.

Collectors    Clara  E.  Sanyer
i3  Preble St.
Gorham,ELine

Ea±§=     December  1,  1964



Beliep..

)ucJ'4

Se,P        =5-
A`blQCK   ca+    thQ+

PP   yoLlr   pQ_+A    is    aI

I  heard  +I;s

+yreu%.S   ago-I_dQn't

PQSses   !n,  Pr,onJsign  of  bed

sbQey[';=v3€,rQ.,nsy
/`s

CEL: if eQp  Gro_;esin       82.Gra\yj3d.

It.    -,TS|pTo,uq:;bfety



Ire o"Ht 3
BeHef a    A

a

Bacte`£f+rc!und3

Dr.   de§eph  Roggenb&uer,  389  College  Rd,  Orono,  !ife,35.

raven crossinttg your maqF from left,  Hueans  had  luck;
raven  from  rigife  me@pns  good  luek.

Believed  fear  peag&nts  in  ~L?peer Austria.

€$1|ectors

Bate :
-----  _-=

Siegfried Singer
1  Stevens  N
Universitgr  of  E±Eaine
orono,   grngiA

Febr.  16,  1965



I.flfc}±`m{¥r-fit :    ::~u.:i,,Jr   A   botoni ,    t,'rald£';`.taro ,    lJ:[¥hine
A.-::e:   A-ilc]ut   35

E!el.i€f €   A  paitr`ot   in  tfae  hc3use   i,¥   g,ure   tG  .Sri-fig
`=t{¥.a   luG=`I.    The   lHf'Srlrfan`L   cit,4m.ed   a.I   t3arrot

for   a   tfiffi8,   ~Llut   tr.fhil€   +.he  bir'd   i`,rgs   -i}1

his   house   I.ie  ha,a   L#,   ct3nst+ani;   ru+=i   Gf  -og.a   luck.

8oifitrolling  dat&8   ¥higj   w€.,i=   L£.  bgli-gf   Ju.ha.i   had  been

#dirfsrfedrioT*,r+q   tjiflriour+=~:-.1   his   fami|}r   for   .mavn&Tfr   :,ret9,rs.

I   have   since   he8jrd   £+f  man:tr   tpeQp|e   i.,I?to

believe   i.h+-.t   -:sirag   ape:.   &n   a-:fil   o=i.€n.
._-_j

cafa
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Eife3    Self .FaEfo#±?L±:=n::ad'     54.

Belief £     If  a black  eat   shoilld   cross  5rour`  path,
you  will  have  bad  ltick.

¥_ackg_round:   I  have  heard  this   saying  ver'y  often
since  childhood.     V:then  I  was  young,
I  was  a  little  friightened  if  such  an
incident  occurtred.     Howadays  if  such

gtt¥:¥gr:c€¥k  Ea;:a£;::£f,m¥:€:f a:E~aF
sin3e  these  ape  very  rare  animals,   I'm
not   so  .uneasy.

{.Jollector=   Doris   EFflacKeS
26  E3hillip_$
9P£ -:           -

Date 3   E+g!To.ggI;i,igigine____------_

:i:::i
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IflfSrtFTt&nt :        £tc*rSth5r   ¥hQ1-jipg,Cin,     £ta~-..FTf.SpdL,     f£Gfl.-gl.
2i   =,rg±3.I`+g    aid

Bglief :      IF   i,i#o  people  pull  on  e,I+=ch   epr.8..  ®f  a
dr`iefifd   i*irishbone.   using   C>fllF   thgir*
1.i.ti ls   fiiis=_eps   gbfl-:3   Eaein   mt¥gfae   a
ifi3'ish   i*Ifrriile   a_Gi.r`+g   so,    t.:mLe   t!g¥g,Sm
hcjld.i#g.   tile   1Snge,S+ti   L:=nc'i  +S#fiieri   the   bo#e
i§   bFc}3£en   i+iril].   `rh*dyire   hLg   ¥fis.ii.   #Sme
tpi.1¥ .

#S±i.t#$11i=ii,€~S:+£.git.#g,=utrLi   a+S   ,a.   #ti*&ild   and   bg-

€=rLr*Qli¥r#rfu    SC}FTie|ng

Liixpfe g3torie ,    gtr.f.tE,iIr_e
I.'-ga:,r   13,    1S$3
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Informant:-    Pr.igeill&  Clark,   Eeifast*   3#Iaine  {24j

Belief g     If  a  blacfa  cat  crog8es  grour.  path,   gr#u  Should
turn  and  go  in  the  other  dire€ti®n  or  you  will
have  bad  luck.

Bacife8roundg     ¥his  Superstition  ¥gr&s  learned  from  her
par`eHts  when  she  was  younger*.     Alt]ri®ugh
she  does  not  believe  in  this*  I  have  met
other  people  who  dS  believe  it.

g®11eet®r:     ±Sancgr  A.   Estgr
B&umer  St.

Dates     #uigr  :i:fo:;6E&1lg*   EngaiHe



Inl`i>I.#1€lnt :      £ielen   lidrtr;lan,    :rLllsi`,'#rolStri,    Ifiaine
79    y-e,_LI's    .:Jid

13e:Lief :           LThe    -Dreiikin...:    o1~'    a    I.,.IrlLc3j.i+:jrjne    oi`    a    c}.I-\Licke,n

is    a   si;_tn   c>f   f:=oc;tj   luck   {incl   fiJ.1J:illf'd

wish   `i:o    t,he    cJrie   -w7ho   ._:;ets    i,r3c3    ion..tj   end

Oi      I,.fj.c.     tr]r3€,; :-=j.fa.

Contrc)11|ntj   dat€L:       ;I+:+othel'   altnjfa}rs   hum:3   t,±ie   i„ris`±i-

bones    {-)n   t+rle    s+,eve    daf+n.Luer   +,a   dr'}T   so

it   Would.   break   easily   ltrr}1en   1=Je    "wisi.-led

un  it".                        htta  1±.   Ulark
htist    i`J.'€-ic'riifis,    i,..aine
i,Jov'   '?,    i965



Informant:

Belief:

Self
25  years  old

A  horseshoe  brings  good  luck
Controlling  data:     Told  when  I  Was  a  child  in  Machias.

Sandra  J.   Pottle
Perry,   Maine
September   16,   1963
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Informant:     Helen  Holmes,  East  REachias,  ne&lne.
60  Years   Old.

Belief:            If  you  look  more  than  once  at  a  passing
load  of  hg.y  you  will  have  bad  luck.     If
you  look   just  once  and  mgLke  a  nap+i3y  wish
it  won't  bring  bad  luck.

Controlling  Data:     Idon't  know  where  she  heard  lt.

Ling..  Bagley
East   fu{ac:+`!ia8 ,   RIalne
Sept.   27,1963



~_Informant:T__i::Lr_s.v+Tg4rngn_j±:gj2j=±jug_a++i_jj3ssjrmT_.jive<,
8iddei`opti J  - ±ififiip = , . I?_ 7 .

BeliELa__ I.abbft ' s   foot __fop  Lcpr __o€j____l]|rLet .__

___I

__Ji±eLs_sard___A]ze . \\
_._   Biddefo_r.cl ,    iS±g±flj2

Date :      ije fi±iuliLH_P__€±r_±±._,196L
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mformant3    lois  Webster,  Vinalhaven,  Ffaine,  18.

ES±±£LfS        thF birds  or  pictures  of them in  the  hotise
bring bad  luck.    Ihe  birds  peck  &t group  luck.

E±£±g=!=£±±±=d=     inforrmnt  says  she  alREys  has  heard  this.

JEg¥e=g±gg±   Clara  E.  Sanyer
13  Preble St.
Gorhan,  ifeine

E±±§i      December  1,1964



informnt= Jeanne  Ttryng,  Waterboro,  REaine,  18.

ES±±SLf:         Real  birds  or pictures  of birds,  in  the
kitchen,  will  bring bad luck.

_EL±ig±_o±±±±±informantheardthisasachila.

Collector:  Clara  E.  S&nyer
13  Preble St.
Gorham,   iL.faine

E±±S:    December  1,  1964



Informant:    RIrs.   Dorothy  Tomlinson,  House  Mother

Age   50

Belief :    Irish  believe  it  is  bad  luck  to  owli  a  green

ear,
Controlling  data:     Source  unk:mown,   but  when  she  asked

about  tbe  name  of  tbe  color  green  on  a  car  her husband

bought, the  salesman  said  it  was  sea  mist  gray.    She

never  liked  the  ear  even  though  she  had  it  from  1939  -
1954.

Dorothy  Russell
Orono,  Haine
April  25,   1963
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