Content Warning: Libraries and archives collect materials
from different cultures and time periods to preserve and make
available the historical record. As a result, materials such as
those presented here may reflect sexist, misogynistic, abusive,
racist, or discriminatory attitudes, actions, or ethnic slurs that
some may find disturbing, harmful, or difficult to view.
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Cpél: Americen PolXliors
Spring Semester,1965

Dorscn, Richard M., Buying the Wind (Chicago,1963).

9: Dorson, Richard M., American Felklcre.
Thompson, Stith, The Folktale.

In the reference room: Thompson, Stith, Motil-Index of Polk Literature
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VIII.Mar.2%:

May- 25 2

Tho 3398"3%2{?37% f the Folltal
mpson ith e Types of the Folkiale
RO16.,398/Aa70a,
Aims of the Course
Some Definitions. Collecting Folklore.
Beading: BW 1-20; T 3=10,406=412,
Indicee and Archives.
Reading: T 406-427
Belief and Superatitition.
Reading: BW 27=39, 333=%40,
Birth and Infancy.
Death and Forerunners
Reading: BW 63<=64.
Luck _
Water-Witching
Reading: BW 319-323,
Plante and Animals
Reading: BW 118-128

Polk Med#ieine
Reading: BW 323=332, .
DECISION: COLLECTION OR PAPER

Hsalers and Second Sight.
Readings BW 261-269, 455459,
Witches and Wonder Workers.
Readings BW 55-62, 11i=117, 314~319,
Legend: A Definition,
Readings BW 62=63, 435=4i13 %(recommended) T 234-271
The Devil in Belief and Legend

MIDTERM PRELIM

Ghosts and Haunted Houses. Progpess REFONT
Reading: BW 191-192, 300- 515, S

SPRING VACATION

IX,

Apr.€s
Apr.83

Guest Lecturer: Ellen Stekert. Waymne State Univ,

Legends: Conclusion
Reading: BW 295-299,
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Xo Apr.l3: Jokes and Anecdotes
Reading: BW 78=94, 129=135, 188<189, 351=358,442-454

APToiss Jokes and Anecdotes.

XI. Apr,20: The Tall Tale
Reading: BW 347-3513 AP 199=243 s

Apr,22: Tall Tale Heroes
Reading: *BW 21-161

X1, Apr.27s Characterz and Folk-Heroes.
Reading: BW 40-54, 65-=77, 512=522,

Apr.29: Characters and Folk-Herves.

Reading: *BW 163-288
¥YIII.May 4: The Marchen . -
| = “PAPER DUE

May 63 The lMArchen,
= "Heading: Eg 3}:68@1809 203212, 246-260,341-346
435, .

IV, May 11: The MErchen.
“Heading: Northeast Folklore IV(1963),1=70

May 13s North American Indian Folklore
Readings: *BW 289-414,

i¥. May 18: North American Indian Folklore, =

Mzy 203 North American Indian Folklore.
Reading: #*BW 415-535,

Juiszes: You should expeet a quix on any day for which reading has been
sasicned, Missed quizzes count as zerog in order to have the zero
rozoved, you must give me a written excuse within a week of the cut.

weaé 83 Assignments that are starred and underlined follow Dorson®s
giona pLan for the book, You will already have read muech of the
ﬁauerzal in each of these sections when w2 took up the partienlar
%enres along the way. Nevertheless, you should sither re-read or
‘at the lsaot) review this material, and of ccurse you should read
eaLefully Daraon“a introductisons and the material not previously
gssigned,

Ygpar: The paper for this course may be either a firdt-hand eollection
“?$%ales and legends or a study based on other people’s first-hand
eBlleetions, Let’s comsider these separatelys

1o A Csllection: Turn in a collection of about twe dozen items
{not Tounting bPeliefs end superstitions) of folklore interest,
following carefwlly the mimeographed "Guide gor Cellecting
Polkiore and Writing the Heport for CpS80: American Polklore."
There is only one additional instruction: a third to a helf

(¥hough it counld be more) of your collection must be on some
speeias topic. Por exzampie, you might include a dozen variants
of Zimz one joke vr legend. Or it might be a collection of tales
about one specific type of person ("athlete™ or "professor" stories)
You should have setiled on a “special topic" by the Mareh 25
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progress report. If there is any aspect of this assignment that
you d¢ not understand, please come talk to me about it at your
earliest cpnvenience.

2, A _Study: Usually a study will involve working with material

to be Zound in the Northeast Polklore Society Archives. You should
settlc on a topic by Mareh 4., Make an sppointment with me before
that date for this purpose.
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The Dsvil preached a sermon to the fish on Pulpit Rosckm at

(Pulpit Rock)r__

Robbinston. The Devil did not like the attitude of the haddoek. He
jumped in and caught one with his thumb and finger. To this day the
haddock hzs dirty marks on each side of its neck where the thumdb and
finger teuched and marks on its sides where the haddock was
scrateched as it was trying to get away,
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Coll.: Red Beach, Meo, Oc%, 14,1960
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Note: Mr., Sullivan did not belleve the story; said it was "just a
yarn he?d heard,"” but he‘d ¢ften told the story to his chiidren,
He wasn®t sure that this is how Fulpit Rock gotm its name, but
that’s where the story is supposed to have taken place,

This is Motif A 2217.3.2 Marks on certain fish from Devil's fingerprints.
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INFCEMALET: Sev arnd Elsie Tucker, Z2lue Hill, Me, lite
Os

BELIEF: Looking at a new moon tarough a glass or
window is 2ad luck.

BACKGRCULD: I wounder what gay nladeff first convinced
nis lass ol 11827292279

Collector: Gayle Durnbaugh
3ox 343
. Blue Hill, Me,

March 10. 1867
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l:formant: Terry Geel, ®WFD 2, Box 303, Erszdley, le.,
11.
Belief: The seventh child born ih & fawily will
have good luck.

Background: Terry uneard thils Irom Msryans Garcesu, a
classwmate , in February, 1967, but does unot
telieve it 1s true.

Collector: Josnne Lokdell
146 Y. Brunswick
0ld Town, Malune

Date: February 9, 1S67



Informant: Mrs, Leo Mouradian, 359 Hammond St.Bangor

Belief: See a pin and pick it up,
All the day, you'll have good luck,
See a pin and let it lay,
You'll have bad luck all the day,

Background:She heard this as a girl in Eastport and
still always picks up pins she finds,

Collector:Wm,& Marg. Mouradian
L3 Longmeadow Dr,
Brewer, Malne

Date :March 7 1967






INFORMANT: ‘"self" 0203

BELIEF: 1It's bad luck when you have an opened
jack knife and another person besides the -
one who originally opened it, closes it.

BACKGROUND: I heard this from my father. I don't
?el%eve it b%t I %hink he has more
aith 1n it than I.

COLLECTOR: Gene Humphrey
Gray, Maine

Date: Oct 6, 1966
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Inf.: Mrs. Germain, 5 Hammond Road, Falmouth, ﬁe., Lo

Belief: It's bad luck to meet and pass a person on the
stairs.,

Background. %% mother told me to watch this one, since
I meet and pass people on the stairs all the time.
(Neither one of us believe this)

Coll.,: Pamela Germain
York Hall
Univ., of Maine

Date: November 17, 1966



Belial} ocy. albt mcon cver your right shoul
for good lpck.
Packgrourd: See pg 21 of wmy paper
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Linformant o Self J0-

Belief : See a ,o}y\ — /oick',‘l' up; |
The rest of Jhe dmj tjou'll have Sood Juck.

Mﬁlmi_ I Lirst learned this €roma Ay
mother who alwags does it T Hfollow t
but have np S'Franﬂ belief i+

(allector : Maﬂ"lj Jane Wkt bsher

340 Brewn Streef
Wt stbree K, Maine
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INFORMANT: gelf. 62 0414y
SUBJECT: Horseshoes are lucky.

BACKGROUND: On the farm we always had them stuck up over
barn doors. I think my father mostly put them
up for ornament. Some people seemed to think
points up meant one thing, points down anothe:
I've noticed them nailed up all over N. B.,
and Maine.

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald,
. Hampden,
Maine
DATE: Nov, 18, 1964



INFORMANT : self.62

0438

BELIEPF: It was bad luck to open and ralse and umbredla
Inside the house.

BACKGROUND: I remember catehing mérry hell for this
- from older folk, who yanked the umbrella
from me and put it away. It was a common
taboo as early as I can remember, 1908,
and up to 1922, in Kent Co., N. B.

COLLECTOR: Edward M.Macdonald,
Hampden,
Maine

DATE: Nov. 18, 1964



INFORMANT: self 62 QQK£2
BELIEF: 'Lucky stones.

BACKGROUND Ag youngsters in N. B., We carried white

quarts pebbles in our pkckets and called them

lucky stones". The Greeks even today carry
Smooth pebbles to handle when nervous or worrs
led, and sometimes when praying. I've carried
a ribbon Jasper in my pocket for years and
find it nicer to twiddle with than keys, coins
etc.,

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald,
- Hampden,
Maine

VATE: Nov,20, 1964
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INFORMANT: self 62
BELIEF: Bad luck to turn back,

BACKGROUND Very common in N. B., within my memory.
If you had to turn back you must go 1in
the house and sit a spell, do What you
hagd forgotten to do, then make a new
start, I've sean people do it but never
practiced it myself.

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald,
. Hampden,
Maine

DATE: Nov. 18, 1964
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INFORMANT : self 62 0uEg

BELIEF: See a pin and pilck it up and all the day you'll
o have good luck., ’ :

ommonly quoted in Maine and N. B. I've
.. been picking up pine and things all my life &
but can't credit any good luck to this so-
called lucky habit. Maybe it's because in
plcking up pins I've overlooked dollars!

BACKGROUND: C

COLLECTOR: Edward M. Macdonald,
Hampden,
Maine

DATE: 1908 to present
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Informant: Mrs, Grace Greene, 20 March Circle,
Bangor, Maine (26)

Belief: Never make a statement good about yourself
unless you knock on wood so the good fairies
willcome out of the wood ‘and protect you.

Collector: Carol Vachowski
N. High St.
Bridgton, Maine

Date: November 16, 1966
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Informant: Mrs. Grace Greene, 20 March Circle,
Bangor, Maine (7¢)

Belief: It's bad luck to look at the moonover
your left shoulder, but good luck to have
silver in your pocket with your hand on it
while you looks

Collector: Carol Vachowski
N, High St,
Bridgton, Maine

Date: November 16, 1966



% P
m )64 Benesn St s bb0d) »fl

M Al imz

ﬁ Lol
% gjﬁt Yebidd 0. dzmz«zeZ
Cellits: %ﬁfm

Y H

Mt /ilﬂpmw&(& 77, /4//4/




Zwl ormani =~ Trrome  Goamache  Agz 2/ {
5% i
B/://'/;f : &/k Fd ’é/ﬂ J/ (25 5%;&1 u./ ./9/5 elreix ss12
/./l/ f//l//( /’ /3(“)‘/ ét”] 61 ,5’5 §/écoh//£/7 ﬁ/g’

G//CIZS.S/EC/ s A é/(//é:

Ceopv /—iZD /// /‘4’7 C//? /—ﬂ— ’ I (/{'ﬂcyz/r /f'/UOc,u vu/fy /’A/ =

'
/s  Se Bk T cos el ke o orhren cos 2it
TiEre ¢ #2/% G rmmsg € /2%

L c/ a7 rors
/r/Z' él / }7 J /?é‘/



Informagnt: Xnown i1pbpm chlldhood 05”3?
Hdellief: If you are successful in blowin.: ouv

all the candles on jyour bilrthday cake

with one breath you will et wyour widh.

1

Controlling datas e velieved 1n it enoii. h to

always make a wish and try to meke it

come true.
Lhta Be wlark
Bast waciilas, Laine
Cete 15, 1963



b£ &0

Informants Joyce Demkowicz, West St., Waterville, Me.,
19.

Eellef: If you blow cut all the candles on a birthday
cake and all the smoke goes straight up, you
will go to heaven.

cackground: She heard it from her grandmother wiio was
from Poland. Her grandmother believes in 1it.

Collector: ©Nancy Conant
57 Fleasant St.
Skowhegan, laine

Date: July 13, 1964




L ntovrmant: ISe/A), 35 058}
DBetiel Make wish while blow-
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Informant: Mrs. Stanwood R. STerling 0581

Ellsworth, Maine
45 years old

Belief: Close your eyes and make a wish and
then blow out all the candles on your
birthday cake. The wish will come true
if you do nct tell anyone what your

wish was.

Controlling data: She heard it from her mother,
Mrs. Alice C. Steele, 87 years
ald, Both mother and I believed

in it when we were small.
Pamela Walker
Veazie, Maine
May 12, 1963



. & e
-~

INFORMANT: & tﬁf ’
pausir: 7 ouding @ crinket o o =

Lol tbgy of good U f.

Backgrood . & ek, Gld e A /

COLLECTOR: Mck TruBOV
VEAZIE , ME

DATE: 2 8 -ca,
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A _person says 0 nimee (£,
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T was a Qi\f[d,. I Can Yewewmber
teying (This  ums v Belfast, Me.
in the' early $0's) byt didn'T
Qully believe s ik
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Inf, Bessie Stevens
Robinhood, Maine
1938

To Clean Kid Gloves: Spread out the gloves on several
thicknesses of clothy take a flamnel wet with milk and
white soap and rub toward the finrers till clean.

IC: WPA mf 330




Inf, Bessie Stevens
Robinhood, Maine
1938

®o remove rust stains: Saturate the spot with lemon juice
and table salt and place in the sun. If one application
isn't effective, repeat.

IC: WPA mf 330



y ,:"

Inf, Bessie Stevens @ lﬁ:»
Robinhood, Maine
19128

To take out paint stains from clothing; use chloroform.

IC: WPA mf 330



Inf, Mrs, Reed b4 /j
Mrs. Davis
Westbrook, Maine
1938

A widow should never be married in white.

IZ: WPA mf 375
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Inf, Mrs. John Adams
Lisbon Falls, Maine
1938
Monday is the right day to start a journey,.

LC: WPA mf 1R5



Inf.

Dure:

vWilbur Emerson
Naples, lMaine

1938

Left hind foot of a rabblt brirgs good luck, if
carried in your pocket,

LC: JPA mf 21R



Inf, Madeline T, Jrother
Mechanic Falls, Maine
1978

"Syvening griy and morming red,

3ring down rain on the travelers head;
Evening red and morning gray,

Sends the trawmeler on hir way,"

e
3

i
0468 2
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Inf, Mrs. Joe Lunt
J. A, Hill
Dover=-Foxcroft
1938

Squirrels instinttively know when a cold hard winter is
coming and gatter sufficient nmuts, and other food to last
them until spring.

A good sign of a mild winter to come is to see them
running around during cold weather,

The hides of horses and cattle will be heavily coated
with hair in the late fall if a hard, cold winter is
coming,

1C: WPA 86 mf



Inf,

Cure:

Mrs, Ward

Mrs, Curran
Portland, Maine
1938

If eating fruit with sttones in it count the

number of stones, If the number is even, the
omen is good, iff odd the case is reverse,

1LC: WPA mf 295
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Inf, Philip J. Conley
Portland, Maine
1938

At birthday party, if person blows out all candles with one
breath gets wish,

L3 WEL af 27)



Inf. Bessie Stevens
Robinhood, Maine
1938

Cement: The best cement for fastening on lamp tops is

melted alum; use as soon as melted and the lamp
is ready fer use as soon as it hardens,

1.C: WPA mf 330



SRS ‘#m / -



Loz ' E

Al laisr Aalhers £ ,/éa.ﬁ' ; 471—1»(
Sl febar.... MMM'{Z;M@M

Colleche: Loy #7ebc
Da:f‘ e (f 3 SIEF






_0487

 Pad ek m%w) £ freak g_m







140

Imﬂu:mg-g‘f,'. M= B Wlsen, Keswick, N.B, Can. 75

Belief: If yow look at o moom Through Glass, vers ‘)
bave bad luck.

lgackgraurd ' While Mes. wilson fi:—mly stated she was
net Sup,ets.ﬂ.fliogi, She lsin._gw this one was ‘f&-ue., be -
cause bad [uek beRll her affer she looked atthe moan
'f'l\rauql. q/sl.ss.

Cci_lcc-for . Pa.wl:ne g)e_r-xa
M cath of [fesw ,c,L/VA’
Date! Jy.ly 28,1965



M.’”f}da ﬂckard, k,csw[ckl N.B. 0o

Bc/:':i:” It is bad lack #o meet and pass anyone

oh '/‘Ae Sfa,ir-s.

B&L_’(j_r_ou_n_c_t Mrs. Pie keevd  said thes be ticf has been hkuncwn
Tt ner since ,Cl‘\:'!QL,,hor.'c:l' but she cdoes net believe
L :f. A’S <Y (’./‘H"CL, she C(.:C{.

Collec‘for.‘ Pau—“h! "))erxa,
Mowth of ,(’gsq_;/c&lﬂ/.i./
,Da.fe.( Jo;/y/é,l?‘ﬁ/



jrj gtman‘f.’f/t’x@n‘- Ames, /5'/3a_p'/e7 ﬂug_‘ //as/wa.a,/«c‘st's, Ng 3§.

Belu'epiff & weman remcoves her wedding ring, she’ll ha ve
bad /u.ck,

thkgraupol.'Mn.ﬂmes he d a /wspn'a.! room mate whese l'"nﬁ had To
be removed. The womamns body swelled (due to an allergy)
bt the woman helieved (+ was becawse hesr weddng Fing

/"d.d been removed.

Cc[/ecf’or.' Pa,wline Lt)erxa,
Nlou_‘fk 010 keS’w."C(")V'@
Dutel duly 161965






1208

If you le ve aome to go soumeplace,
lueck %o turn back.

Co_lector:

Hoolton, He.

Snring, 1962



1212

Gelief: If you are walking with someonie
and each pass on opposite sides of
an object scay, "obread and butter”
or it will mean bad luck.

Collector: Aliceé X. Bryant
Woodlznd, Maine

Date: Fall, 1959



Belief: Say, "Rabkbit, rabbit" the last thing

before you go tc sleep on the last 4
of the wmonth and the same thing tae
moment you wesite up the next morrning and
you will iiave good luck,

Big. 2

Collector: Alice K. Bryant
Wecodlend, Maine

Date: Fall, 1959



Inf. 7

Belief: See a pin, pick it
you'll nave good luck.

Bkg. %

Collector: Alice K. Bryant
woodl: nd, Maine

Date: Fall, 1959



1218

Inf, 7

Belief: If sou drop a glove, let goueone
else pick it up, for if you do it
yourself it is bed luck.

Bkge ?

Collector: Alice K., Brynnt
Wocdlsnd, Meine

Date: Fall, 1959



2]

Belief: Putting new sinoes on a table bhrings
bad luck,

(V]

B::g °

Collecsor: Alice K. Bryant
Woodland, Maine

Dzte: Fall, 1959.



1223
Tiife %

Belief:s If vyou find =z four leafl clover it

means good luck.

v

Py

|
0

Collector: Carolyn Cuumings
Auviurn, Maine °?
Spring, 196

-9



oy}
g
.

*=d

Collector: Curclyn Cuannlngs
Auburn, Maine 7
Spring, 19560

C-9
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Inf. Margarest Breher °?
Wadena, Minnesote

Belief: Knock on wood to prevent bad luck
Biig. Informant believed in it a2nd used it, for
exemple: "I am not going to be ill, knock,
xnock, "
Mzrtha Koch
Bangor, Maine
Sypring, 1962

k-5
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Inf. DMike Koch (27 Yrs.)
Wadena, Minnesots

Two people szying the same thing

Belief:
simultaneously is a2 sign of good luck.

Bizg. Did not believe in it.
Marthz Koch
Bangor, Meine
Srring, 1962

K-5



124)

Irene B. Baker (40 Yrs.)

Inf.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Belief: PFriday 13th is a bad luck day and 13
ig an unlucky number.

Bkg. Heard from a girlfriend by the name of
Patricia Burnside when in High School

in Minnespolis, Minn. The zirl was

very superstitious.
Martha Koch
Bangor, Maine

Spring, 1962
K-5



| 1258
Inf. aigelia Prost ¢ or Mrs. Nellie Gilbert 2

nnsrk, Maine Born 1870

Belief: It's & bad sign to spread an umbrella
in the nouse,

Hrs., C, A. Gillhert
Greene, lM=zine
Syring, 1960

uburn

qli.“f-
~



]

e
Senwy or
st 1l )

luck

n e i
PONIOYEREIIV . §

13D
or Mrs. Nellie Gilbert ?
Born 1870

:::.‘Sn Cl e G"-_lb(?;"t
Greene, Mzline

Auburn
-4, p. 10



Ini., Betty Hewton
Auvburn, M:ine 1306
9 thh zrader

Belief: Stepr on as many Lucky Strike empties
as possible for good luck,

ire. Co As Gilbert
Greeli@,liaine
Spring, 1950
Auburi

G_I‘I', :;:.- 12




Inf. ? 151?

Belief: Put a horseshoe over a door. It
brings good luck.

Col. M:zion Erswell
Brunswick, lMaine
Spring, 1960



133)

Inf. %
Belizf It is bad luck to see a full moon

over your left siioulder.

Ccl. HMzrion Erswell
Brunswick, Maine
Spring, 1960
E-1



1332

Inf. ¢

Belief: Carry a rebbit's foot in your pocket. It
will keep you both safe and lucky.

Bkg. Collected in the Princeton, Woodland, zand
Robbinston area.

Ruth Dwelley
Calais,
Maine

Pall, 1959



Belief: To :old
house is bha

Bkz, Collected in the Princeton, Woodland,
Rohbinston sre=-

1338

an umbrells over your hezad in the

nd



Inf. ¥ /334
See a pin; let it lay--Good luck all

Col. Msrion Erswell
Brunswick, lMaine
Spring, 1960



Beiief: The number 13 is bad luck.

Col. Mzarion Erswell
Brunswick, Ilaine
Sprinz, 1960
E-1
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=5 ee
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13

black

vad luck

to walk under a 1=
cty CrosSs your patile

Marion BErswell
Brunswick, Maine
Spring, 1960

E-1

1340

ardder,



Inf. 7 134)

Be.ief: It 1s good luck to find = four leaf
clover, = horse sive, to wish on & wisiboue,
or & winite Lorse. The nuuber seven is good
luck,

Col. DM:e:lon Erswell
Erunswick, Haine
Srring, 1960
E-1



Inf.

Bell

@

iy

2

Frids

¥y the 13th is a day of bad

Murion Brswvell
Brunswick, laine
Spring, 1960

E-1



Infs ¢
) /344

£: It is usually lucky when you ¢arry &
»zodit's Zoot or & silver doll v,

Col. HMarion Zrswell
Brunswick, Il:ine
Spring, 1960
E-1



Inf., ° ’3<?6

Beliefs If yon xill a spider with tihe little
finger of gour left hand, it brings good
lJCA.

Col. H rion Erswell
runewiclt, Maine
Spring, 1960
-1



) 1339

Inf, &elf o

Belief: If you say the word "rabit" three
times before you say sany other word, you
will hcve good luck all the month.

Bz, frls is practiced .in & school in
Greenwich, Ccnnecticu. Mary Dodge says,
well of we put up signs in our room the

nigh+t before to renind us. I still find
myzellf voday saying tihese three words the
il_ t day of every month.
Mary Dodge
Auburn, lle
Spring, 1960



1383

Inf. A resident of tie New Brunswick ares

3elief: Good luck to sit at cards with
grains ruming tsoward partner.

Lbe Ao Gilbert
Liaw Brunswick
April 12, 1964

G-19



4

Inf. 4 resident of the New Brunswick =are

a'ggtf

3elief: Chenge luck when playing cards by
c anging places at t ble to be wita or

aaninst grain.

A. A. Gilber
Ilew Brunswick
Arril 12, 1964
G-19



/403

Inf. A resident of +the New Brunswick area

'“'. 1"1. Gilbert
New Brumnswick
Avril 12, 1964

Z-16



ITnt.

Belief

.
o

A resident of

To cross oa

the New Brunswick

gstalrs brings bad

A. A, Gilbert
New Brunswick
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Informant: Mrs. Helen Brown, Illarpswell, Me., 62.
Belief : Donft pass anyone on the stairs, its bad luck,

saclkoround: Believes in it and never does it.

Collector: Ellen reabody
South tlar:swell, Ma.ine

Date: March 30, 1965,
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Informant: Carlton Brown, Harpswell, Me,, 62.

Belief: You must always turn the ship with the sun
if you don't it is bad luck.

Background: He says the sailors practiced this in
the Merchant Matines.

Collectoxr: Ellen i’eabody
South Harvnswell, Maine

Date: March 30, 196é5.
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Informant: Carlton Brown, SouthrHarpswell, dMe,, 62.

Belief: Never turn the hatch of a shi» upside down
because it is bad luck.

bBackground: They practiced this belidf when he was
in the Merchant Mharines.

Collector: ZEllen Peabodv
South Harpswell, Maine

Date: March 30, 1965,
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Informant: Goldie Morse, South iHarpswell, Me., 54/

Belief: Never start on stairs and turn around and
go back because it was bad luck.

Background: Practices this.

Collector: Ellen reabody

South Harpswell, Maine

Date: March 30, 1965,
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Informant: Goldie Morse, South Harpswell, Me.,, 54.

Belief: If you forget somethding and go back to get it-
sit down for a minute or else you'll have bad
luck.

Backrround: Doesn't practice this, but knows a lady
who does,

Collectém: Ellen Peabody
South Harpswell, Maine

Date: March 30, 1965,
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Informant: liabel B. Small, Bast ilachias, kaine.
56 years old
gelief: If one hears a bell rin; in: in the ripht ear--good luck--

if in the left ear bad luck. { Pothh must be hi-blood .0

Controlling data® This was told to me by a member of a club I belong

fag

Sne heard it when she was youny.

Mabel B. Small
mast Machias, laine.
Cctober 19, 19€3
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Informant: Dennis Sinford, Machlas H.s5. Student

\
Belief: For a good luck charm, carry a penny

dated the year of your birth.

BEina M. Rasceo
E. Machias, Me.
9.27 .63
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_ Informant: D

Beliet: A dime with ww m@mm

V4 /&?MM
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Informant:

Belief:

Contreolling

Barnard Norton, Jonesport, Maine
Age 50

Dropping the lobster clews back into
the ocean.(after all meat has been
removed) will bring good luck to every-
one in the party.

ta: This was told on a large Clam-
bake held last year at Mr,
Norton's home,

Jane Xezutow
Kennebec Hall
University of Maine



Informant: Penny Rich, Hermon, Maine
19 years old
Belief: The number of horseshoe nails fomnd still
in the horseshoe denotes the number of
vears the finder will have good luck,

Controlling data: She does not know where she heard
this., She does not believe in it.

Margaret Markowski
Untversity of Maine
Orono, Maine

April 23, 1964



Mrs. Nathan Kinney: Age 47
Ashlend, Maine.

Belief: Finding a Horse shoe brings good
Iuck,
Controlling data: Mrs. Kinney says that the
people who found Horse shoes alweys neiled
them up, usually over a door. This was supposed
to bring good luck to the household.

Marjorie Winslow

Caribou, Maine. Dec.1962



Informant: Judy lMorley, Watertown, New York

19 years old

Belief: Horseshoes bring good luck. It protects

against the“evil eye,

Controlling datas They always used to have a horse-
shoe hanging oWer their kitchen door.

Margaret Markowski
University of Maine
Orono, Maine

April 23, 1964



Informant: Horace Gallagher Lubec, Maine
66 years old

Belief: Bird fliec in house and dies 1t is bad

luck. If it flies back out thet means
good luck.

Controlling data: Didn't know if he believed this

but didn't want any birds flying into
his house.

Pauline Lewice
Lubec, Maine
Sept. 26, 1963



Informant: Florence Lambert, & Ricker Road, Falmouth
Foreside, Maine, 18,

Belief: Killing crows which #&tack a garden will
bring bad luck to the family and their crop,

Backfround: Informant heard this about eight years ago
grom a farmer who is a friend of her family,

Collector: Clara E. Sawyer
13 Preble St.
Gorham,Maine

Date: December 1, 196/
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Informant: Dr. Joseph Roggenbauer, 389 College Rd, Orono, e, 35,

Belief: A raven crossing your way from left, means bad luck;
a raven from richt means good Juck.

Backeround: Believed by peasants in Upper Austria.
Collector: Siegfried Singer
1 Stevens N
University of Maine

Orono, Mes

Date: Febr. 16, 1965




Informent: Guy A botoni, Waldockoro, Maine
Age: About 35

Bellef: A parrot in the house is sure to bring
bad luck. The informant owned a varrot
for a thme, but while the bird was in
his house he had a constant run of bad luck.
Controlling data: This was a belief that had been
fﬁﬁy%%own through his family for meny years.
I have since heard of meny veople who

believe thst birds are an evil omen.

Frpe By
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Informant: Self, 26 Phillips Road,
Falmouth, Maine, 54,

Belief: If a black cat should cross your path,
you will have bad luck.

Background: I have heard this saying very often
since childhood. VWhen I was young,
I was a 1little frightened if such an
incident occurred. Nowadays if such
a thing occurs, I reassure myself thet
it refers to an "all black" cat, and .
since these are very rare animals, I'm
not so uneasy.
Collector: Doris MacKeough
Tirheenees.. SO -THIIION BN
Falmouth, Maine
Date: Oct. 28, 1964
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Informant: Dorothy Thompson, Stamford, Conn.
21 years old

Belief: 1If two people pull on each end ef a
dried wishbone, using only their
litile fingers and mach make a
wish while doing so, the person
holding the longest end when the bone
is broken will have his wish come
true.

Controlling data

¢ Heard as a child and be-
lieves it.

Carolyn Somers
Limestone, Maine
May 13, 1963
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Informant: Priscilla Clark, Belfast, Maine (24)

Belief: If a black cat crosses your path, you should

turn and go in the other direction or you will
have bad luck.

Backgrounds: This superstition was learned from her
parents when she was younger. Although
she does not believe in this, I have met
other people who do believe it.

Dollector: *“ancy A. Esty
Baumer St.

Lisbon Falls, Maine
Date: July 14, 1964



Informants Helen Farmon, Ellsworth, WMaine
79 years old

Belief: The breaking of a wish-bone of a chicken
is a sign of good luck and fulfilled
wish to the one who gets the long end
of' the break,

Controlling data: Mother always hung the wish-

bones on the stove damper to dry so

it would break easily when we "wished

on 11", Etta H. Clark
East Machias, Maine
Nov. 7, 1963



Informant:

Belief:

Controlling data:

Self
25 years old

A horseshoe brings good luck
Told when I was a child in Machias.
Sandra J. Pottle

Perry, Maine
September 16, 1963
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Informant: Helen Holmes, East Mechias, Maine.
60 Years 0ld.

Belief: If you look more than once at a pessing
load of hey you will have bad inck. It
you look just once and make a happy wish
1t won't bring bad luck.

Controlling Data: Idon't know where she heard it,.
Line Bagley

East Machias, Maine
Sept. 27, 1963



. Informent: UMNrs. JoAnn Jacques, 19 Lessard Ave.,

Biddeford, Maine, 27.

Belief: Carrying a rabbit's foot for good luck

Baokgfmmd: Heard i{ from grandmother but deoes not

believs it.

Collector: Richard Jacques—.

19 Léssavd Ave. . -~ =
Biddeford, Maine

Date: December 18, 196k

;
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Informant: Lois Webster, Vinalhaven, Maine, 18,

Belief: Any birds or pictures of them in the house
bring bad luck, The birds peck at your luck,

Background: Informant says she always has heard this,

Collector: Clara E, Sawyer
13 Preble St.
Gorham, Maine

Date: December 1, 1964



Informant: Joanne Thyng, Waterboro, Maine, 18,

Belief: Real birds or pictures of birds, in the
kitchen, will bring bad luck,

Background: Informant heard this as a child,

Collector: Clara E, Sawyer
13 Preble St.
Gorham, laine

Date: December 1, 1964



Informant: Mrs. Dorothy Tomlinson, House Mother
Age 50
Belief: 1Irish believe it is bad luck to own a green

car,
Controlling data: Source unknown, but when she asked

about the name of the color green on a car her husband
bought, the salesman said it was sea mist gray. She

never liked the car even though she had it from 1939 -

1954,
Dorothy Russell

Orono, Maine
April 25, 1963
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