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[Begin Tape 1908, Side A. Begin Session I.] 

 

Anu Dudley:      [002] This is CCC project tape number three. Friday, August 18, year 2000. 

Interview with Ron Dougherty at his home at 21 Fairlane Drive in Acton, Maine. This is Anu 

Dudley. All right now, let me check my levels here. You have signed a release. I’ve explained to 

you what’s going to happen to the tape. And you have, you understand that and you have agreed 

and signed a release. Is that right? 

 

Ron Dougherty:          Yes I have. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Good. Now. OK. So let’s just get started on the questions. We’re going to 

start with some just personal background questions. Could you say your name? 

 

Dougherty:        My name is Ronald Dougherty. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And what is your date of birth? 

 

Dougherty:          October 27, 1919. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And where were you born? 

 

Dougherty:          St. Stephens, New Brunswick, Canada. 

 

Dudley:       All right. And tell me your parents’ names. 
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Dougherty: Well, my father’s name was Albert J. Dougherty. And my mother’s name was 

Mary I. Rafferty Dougherty. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And tell me a little bit about your parents’ occupations. 

 

Dougherty:          My father was a machinist and my mother was a weaver. Until we were 

born, then she didn’t work anymore. 

 

Dudley:       Was she a weaver in a mill? 

 

Dougherty:          She was, they both worked for the Canadian Cotton Mills, which was in 

Mill Town, St Stephens, New Brunswick. We were living in Mill Town, which is part of Calais, 

Maine. We moved over here, my father and mother moved over here and bought a home in Mill 

Town when we were about, when I was about four years old. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Why did they move over? 

 

Dougherty:          I really don’t know. But I think my father was thinking about our future. 

And he thought we’d get a better future here in the United States, probably than in Canada 

because things were tough over there at the same time too. 

 

Dudley:       [024] Did, now, so did you, you were born in St. Stephens. Did you spend all of 

your life in Calais before joining the CCC? Or did you live in other communities before joining 

the CCC? 

 

Dougherty:          Well in the, I got out of high school in Calais in Calais Academy, in 1936. 

Then I went over to St. Stephens to business school over there. That was a one year course. I 

took that and I was out of there in 1937. So in 1937, jobs were scarce. And my father, when he 

left the Canadian Cotton Mills, and he worked on the Passamaquoddy Tidal Power project down 

in Eastport. He worked down there as a machinist. And that folded up. So then he got a job in the 
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Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Navy Yard. And he went there and worked and we stayed in 

Maine until I got out of high school. And then we moved to Portsmouth but we were only there a 

short while. And then he got laid off. 

 Apparently when he worked in them shipyards, they would get a contract and they would 

hire, you know, men to work in the shipyards. But when the contract was over, they’d let them 

go. So then he went back to, we were only in Portsmouth a short while. And my younger brother, 

he entered high school there in Portsmouth. He was only in there a month or a couple of months 

and we had to go back to Maine because we owned a house there. Well anyway, when we went 

back, I started looking for a job but couldn’t find a job anywhere. [045] So somebody in town 

says to me, a friend of mine that went to high school with me, he says, Ronald, why don’t you go 

into CCCs? I said, what’s the CCCs?  He says, well, Civilian Conservation Corps. 

 And I can remember these armies, there was a camp, CC camp, up in Princeton. And I 

can remember these Army trucks going down through town with these boys on it. And I never 

really gave it much thought. But then when he mentioned it to me, I says, yes, I remember that. 

So I went down to the local selectmen and filled out the forms. And within a short time I was in 

Bangor. I took my physical in Bangor and they shipped me right to Bar Harbor, Maine, 154th 

Company. And I stayed in there for two years. But my father, he worked, he had a friend that 

worked in Augusta. He worked in state garages in Augusta. And he got my father a job in the 

cotton mill there in Augusta. I don’t know whether you remember the big cotton mill that burnt 

down a few years ago. 

 

Dudley:       Where was that? 

 

Dougherty:          Oh, it was, it was, down near the river, I can remember that much about it. 

 

Dudley:       Yes I do believe 

 

Dougherty:       [058]   Yes. So when that burned down, well, it burned down a few years 

ago. But anyway, he would, he would go to, he went to Newport, Rhode Island, and worked the 

torpedo station down there. When that contract was over he went back to Calais. He went to 
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Charlestown, and when that was over, he went back to Calais. So then when the war, the war 

came, well, he stayed there more or less permanent. And he always had a job, this fellow in the 

garage would get him a job in the machine shop in that cotton mill that burned down. So he 

wasn’t too far from home then. 

 So anyway, eventually, when the war came, well then, he worked all during the war in 

the Boston Army base, which was part of the shipyards there. But in the meantime, I was in the 

CCs for two years and when I got out of the CCs I went back to Calais, Mill Town, and there 

was still no work there. So I had a friend of mine in the CCs that worked with, he got friendly 

with a construction company in Bar Harbor, on Mount Desert Island, and he left the CCs and he 

got a job with a construction company up in Franklin, New Hampshire, when they built that 

Franklin Falls Dam up there. It was a flood control project. So I went home a short while, I got a 

telegram from him saying he had a job for me up there as a timekeeper. 

 So, bango, I went up to Franklin and I worked there all that summer and I saved my 

money. And they closed up for the winter and my father and mother and my brother were in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, living at that time. So I went there to live with them and I went to, I 

went to school at Mass. Trade Shops to learn a trade. So I learned how to weld. Well anyway, I 

was taking these different tests for the shipyards and things like that.   But I finally got a job 

with G.E.  I went down and took the welding test, then I got a job with them. 

Dougherty: And G.E. was making these superchargers for the Air Force at the time. And they 

were building a new plant in Everett, Mass. So I was hired with a group that was hired for the 

new plant. So when the new plant opened up I went there and I stayed with G.E. for almost 40 

years. Of course, they weren’t building super, I stayed there and I went in the service. And after I 

come out of the service, I got my, of course, the veterans were hired back, and I got my job back 

at G.E. and they were starting to build jet engines. So I stayed with them until I retired, about 39 

years. 

 

Dudley:       [089] OK. That, that answers a whole lot of questions that I haven’t even asked 

you yet. 

 

Dougherty:          Oh, OK. 
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Dudley:  So that’s good, that’s good. I think you’ve already answered this, it sounds like 

your family did pretty well during the Depression. In other words, you were able to continue to 

have a job. How do you think you fared compared to your neighbors? 

 

Dougherty:         [089] Well, I think getting out of Washington County was the best thing 

that ever happened to me. Because I always tell everybody, during that time, if you didn’t have a 

job in Maine, you had to leave the state of Maine to get work or you’d starve to death. Because I 

can remember, I can remember guys out there in the woods. I was just in high school. They’d 

come down to the corner and I could hear them tell they’d cut a cord of wood for a buck and a 

half or two dollars a cord with a buck saw and an axe. And having to trim it up and haul the 

wood for about two dollars a cord, something like that. They’d work in the winter, they’d work 

in the siding factories down in Eastport, Lubec. They got jobs wherever they could get them. 

  

Dudley:      Yes. One of the questions here has to do with the fact that applicants to the CCC 

were supposed to demonstrate need. Do you remember how, how you justified need on your 

application? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, when I went in, it wasn’t so much need, it was getting jobs for young 

people. When the CCC first started that’s, that’s exactly what it was all about. The boys went in 

the CCs, they got thirty bucks a month, twenty-five went home and they got five dollars. Well, 

that saved a lot of families. Some of them were lucky, had two boys in the camp, they were 

getting fifty bucks a month. But, I didn’t have a job. I just went down and made an application 

for it, and at that time they were taking people like me that didn’t have jobs. ‘Cause they knew if 

I didn’t have a job, I’d probably wind up on the welfare roles anyway. So it was a smart thing to 

do. 

 

Dudley:       So, it sounds like you joined the CCC because you didn’t have any other choice. 

Is that right?  Or did you want to join them? 
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Dougherty:          I couldn’t get work. And I was, I wanted to go to work. I wanted to do 

something. I didn’t want to hang around the corners all the time. I even went away and a friend 

of mine that was, a friend of mine had gone in the Army and he served in Hawaii. And he got, in 

those days, if you put two years overseas, it was equal to a full hitch in the Army. And he came 

back to the town that we lived in and he couldn’t get work. So he and I hitch hiked from Calais 

to Bangor to join the Navy. Well, he just got out of the Army and he got turned down from the 

Navy because he had too much overbite in his teeth. And I was turned down because I was about 

five or six pounds overweight. So that left us out of that. Because they were fussy in those days. 

But when the war came, they took everybody and anything. They just wanted bodies, you know 

what I mean? 

 

 

Dudley:      [128] Yes. So when you joined the CCC, did you join with some friends or did 

you join by yourself? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, Calais, and Mill Town  is part of Calais, just like Sanford and 

Springville. So kids that I graduated in high school, when I got to Bar Harbor I found half my 

high school classes there. I could probably name quite a few of them. Matter of fact, I was up in 

Calais two weeks ago, and one of the fellows in the CCCs with me, he lives in Calais. So we 

usually get together when I go up there. I usually go up once a year because I still have relatives 

around that area. 

 

Dudley:       Now, describe the application process as you remember it. You said that first you 

went to your selectman and filled …. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes 

 

Dudley:      …. Out some papers…. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes. 
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Dudley:       …. Then you went to Bangor. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       What happened then? When you got to Bangor, what happened then? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, when I went to Bangor, I stayed, I stayed at the YMCA. I think it 

was a buck. They give you a bar of soap and a towel and a place to sleep that night. Next 

morning I went down to the recruiting office, which was the one they used for the Army. As a 

matter of fact, it was just a year or so before whatever the time was, that was the same place we 

went to join the Navy. So they gave us a physical, and that was it. That night, we were in Bar 

Harbor, Maine. They took us by truck to Bar Harbor, Maine. 

 

Dudley:       Wow. Did you expect to go out that fast? 

 

Dougherty:          Not really. I thought I was going to have a long wait. But everything 

happened so quick. I was just as happy to get away. 

 

Dudley:       Now do you think that there was anything unusual about your application? That, 

you know, were you underage, or ineligible in any way but you were accepted anyway? Were 

you accepted because of prior work experience? 

 

Dougherty:          Not really. I mean, they just like they were hiring people, you know. 

 

Dudley:       And, and were you given any choice of locations? 

 

Dougherty:          No. No. You went where they sent you, yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. But then did you consider Mount Desert to be a desirable place to go? 
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Dougherty:          Well, after I was there a while, yes. 

 

Dudley:       You hadn’t been there before. 

 

Dougherty:          No. 

 

Dudley:       OK 

 

Dougherty:          No. 

 

Dudley:       OK. You said you served for two years. And I understand that was the maximum 

term. 

 

Dougherty:          Right. You had to leave in two years. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And did you, did you ….. 

 

Dougherty:          [160]Excuse me, but there were some key people who could stay longer. If 

you was like a senior leader, or if you worked, like, you was a cook and they needed you. There 

was two or three categories there that did serve longer than two years. But eventually they did 

get out.  

 

Dudley:       OK 

 

Dougherty:          A lot of them fellows were married. 

 

Dudley:       While they were in the CCC? 
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Dougherty:          Yes, they married girls, local girls. But that was a no-no, you know? I 

remember the mess steward, he was in charge of the mess. He did all the ordering and planned 

the meals and everything. He lived down the road in a little house down there and had two or 

three kids. Married. 45 bucks a month he was getting. 

 

Dudley:       What was his name? 

 

Dougherty:          His last name was Dube. D-u-b-e. I don’t know where he is now. I’ve 

often thought of him. But I know another fellow that was a senior leader there. He married a girl 

down there and I just get his death notice in the paper here a couple of weeks ago. 

 

Dudley:       Did you only serve at Southwest Harbor or did you serve at another location as 

well? 

 

Dougherty:          No, Bar Harbor. 

 

Dudley:       I mean Bar Harbor. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, that was the only place I was at. Bar Harbor. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       All righty. OK. So let’s talk about first impressions. You said that you had never 

been to Mount Desert before. 

 

Dougherty:          No. 

 

Dudley:       Did you know anything about it before going? 

 

Dougherty:          I knew that it was a national park. That’s about all I can remember about it. 

 

Dudley:       And what did you expect the area to be like? 
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Dougherty:          I didn’t really, I didn’t really have any expectations. 

 

Dudley:  No? OK, now you said that when you got to the camp you got into a truck. How 

many other people were in it with you when you left? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, it was one of them Army trucks with a canvas top on it. It looked 

like one of them wagons that went across, across the prairie there, but it only had a engine and a 

cab on it. Oh, there must have been . . . oh, maybe fifteen to twenty of us in that truck. It wasn’t a 

big truck. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And did you know anyone else in the truck when you were going? 

 

Dougherty:          Not at that time. 

 

Dudley:       No. OK. But you said then when you got to camp then you recognized a lot of 

other people. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Tell me, talk a little bit about what the biggest adjustment was that you had 

to make to camp life. 

 

Dougherty:        [195]  Well, that’s why I didn’t think too much about where I was or 

anything. Because everything was new to me, you know. Seeing the camp buildings and the 

fellows with the Army uniforms. They were world war, they were Army clothes. As a matter of 

fact, I guess when they first went in, everything was World War I clothes and mess kits and 

everything that came out until finally they used them all up and then they started manufacturing 

new products. But, I was, you know, it was the first time I think I’d ever been, well, I’d been 

away from home because I’d already worked up in New Hampshire. But it was, with a group of 
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men around me, boys, rather, they were all boys, that’s all they were. And, you know, the 

barracks didn’t look like a home, you know, and the mess hall, was another thing, you’d go to a 

mess hall to eat.  And the regimentation, I guess, had a lot to do with it, and then, after you were 

there a while you get to know the ropes and you get familiar with it. 

 

Dudley:       Did you find the regimentation difficult at first? 

 

Dougherty:          Not really, no. No, it wasn’t that bad. See what happened was, we were in 

the jurisdiction of the Army, and then we were turned over in the morning to the forestry 

department for work details. We would come back to camp at night, we were under the 

jurisdiction of the Army. They supplied the food, clothing, medical. And we had an educational 

building down there and they had different things you could do. I remember I took up 

woodworking and I was on the camp paper.  

 

Dudley:       OK. Good. We’ll get to some of that later. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       It sounds like you’ll have a lot to tell us there. Let’s see, did the location of the 

camp present any problems or benefits for you? 

 

Dougherty:          No, I thought it was a beautiful location, right there in McFarland 

Mountain. Mount Desert. You could look out and see Eagle Lake and then there was a mountain 

there with a farmhouse up there. It’s not there anymore. And the guys used to go over there and, 

we had skis and they could ski down the mountain. There were a lot of things to keep you busy. 

 

Dudley:       Did your parents come to visit or did you go home to visit? 

 

Dougherty:          No, we got home once in a while. 
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Dudley:       How often? 

 

Dougherty:          Maybe once a month, something like that. A lot of the fellows had 

automobiles that they weren’t supposed to have. They hid them down in the woods. And one 

fellow in particularly, from Calais, when we had a weekend off, well, he would take and fill his 

car up with four or five people, charge you two dollars to go home and back. So, he had a little 

old Ford, Ford station wagon. One of them old ones with the wood on the side. 

 

Dudley:       Woody! 

 

Dougherty:          [234] Yes, yes. And we used to go on them back roads down through 

Cherryfield, and Route One all the way home. And he’d pick us up and bring us back. We’d be 

back in time for, we usually got back Sunday afternoon sometime. 

 

Dudley:       What kind of a camp mix was there? In other words, you said that there were a 

lot of people from your high school. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Were there people from out of state? Were there people from cities? Who was at 

the camp? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, there were a lot of fellows, boys from up in Aroostook County. 

French boys. They spoke French. Some could hardly speak English when they came there. I can 

remember one little story that I could tell you about a guy, but I’m not going to tell you because 

it probably wouldn’t set too well.  Anyway, there was French fellows, there was English 

speaking, and there was some boys there from Massachusetts, if I remember right. Most of them 

were from, some were from, no, they weren’t either. Mostly from Aroostook County and 

Washington County. And there was a sprinkling in there from like Massachusetts and maybe 

some of the, you know, the closer counties? 
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Dudley:       Do you recall that there were any people specifically from Boston, from a big 

city, that weren’t used to rural life? 

 

Dougherty:          Well there was some, one fellow that I remember, from Taunton, Mass., 

and I found out later that there were a lot of fellows from Rhode Island, Connecticut, up in 

Rangley Lake area. There was a veterans camp, too, in Beddington. All veterans, World War I 

veterans. And some of, a couple of our, I might be getting off the subject, but a couple of our 

LEMs, they called, local enlisted, local, LEMs, they had previous experience with like 

woodworking and leather craft and things like that. And they would come in and teach the boys 

how to do leather craft and carpenter work and things like that. As I remember, both of them 

fellows came from down around Hancock, Maine. Local enlisted, I forget the, it just kind of 

escapes my mind right now. Local, LEMs, they call. 

 

Dudley:       It will come to you tonight. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes, you’re right. I’ll be banging my head to think of something, I get 

out in the car, that’s it! 

 

Dudley:       That’s right. Let’s talk a little about the accommodations at the camp. They want 

to know a little bit about what the facilities were like. When you got to camp, was everything 

completely constructed before you arrived or did you have to build your own?. 

 

Dougherty:          No, see we’re a little late. We got there in ‘38 so the camps were already 

there. Everything was right there. The mess hall and the barracks and the dispensary and the 

officers’ quarters and the education building, all there. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Can you, now could you describe the barracks? 
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Dougherty:          The barrack that I stayed in was, no, the mess hall was like here in a row 

and they had one, two, four barracks. I was in the first barrack. And the end of our barrack was 

closed off for the cooks, the mess stewards. They stayed there because they, they had different 

hours, you know what I mean? And they would probably disrupt the sleeping of the other guys. 

 

Dudley:       Was there an actual wall that ….  

 

Dougherty:          Yes, there was a wall there with a door in case of emergency. And we had 

these cast iron stoves for heat in the wintertime. They had what they called a fire warden. He’d 

take care of the stoves. They made his rounds every night, kept the stoves fires going. 

 

Dudley:       Was it wood or coal? 

 

Dougherty:          We were burning wood. A lot, I’ve heard a lot of fellows say they burnt 

coal and wood. And of course we had a latrine way down back. It was a, probably eight, 

ten-holer. What they call it that. 

 

Dudley:       That, that was a . . . 

 

Dougherty:          [298] That was out a ways from the camps. Then we had a washroom. On 

one end was a supply room and the other half of the building was a shower and wash room. They 

had big troughs with faucets and the showers with a cement floor. Nothing fancy. 

 

Dudley:       That was separate from the barracks. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes. You had to leave your barracks to go down there, and you had to 

leave your barracks to go to the latrine. And of course the latrine had to be moved every once in 

a while. So that was a detail a lot of fellows didn’t like. They had to dig a new hole, move the 

building over, fill the old hole up. 

 



Ron Dougherty   NA2626    Tape 1908, Side A    pg. 15  

Dudley:       Now in the barracks themselves, how were the, how were the bunks arranged 

then if parts of the building were walled off for the cooks. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, along in there, I’d say they’re about, maybe twenty feet wide. And 

there would be a row about, a row of cots on each side all the way down. There were little Army 

cots. They didn’t have cots double high. You know, there were single ones. And in one corner 

there’d be, in the particular barrack I was in, but I don’t think, I never went much in the other 

barracks, there was a little room there on the corner that the senior leader had. He had a private 

room for himself. They had maybe two, they were long enough it had about three cast iron belly, 

cast iron-bellied stoves. But in our particular one there was two because of the stewards, the 

cooks were shut off. 

 

Dudley:       So they had their own stove. 

 

Dougherty:          They had their own. And then it had a metal, it had a metal floor on it and 

the stove sit on there. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Now what did you have for personal space, for clothes and other 

belongings? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, we had a barracks bag, and we kept everything in a barracks bag on 

a hook above our, above our cot. On the back of our cot. At the head of our cot. But some of 

them, some, I’ve seen pictures of some of the barracks and some of it, not our camp, but they had 

shelves they could arrange things on. But we always had inspection. You never know when 

they’re going to pull inspection. Your bunk had to be made just so. Everything had to be just 

right. 

 

Dudley:       So, so you had a barracks bag that hung on the wall. Now, I know Mr. Gray and 

Mr…. 
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Dougherty:          Oh, I’m sorry, we had, we bought footlockers, too. 

 

Dudley:       OK. You also had footlockers. 

Dougherty:          Yes, I forgot about that. Yes. We had footlockers. It had to be at the foot of 

your bed. And some guys had, probably had two, one they could shove underneath the bed. As a 

matter of fact, I still got both of mine upstairs. 

 

Dudley:       So you had two foot lockers. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes.  Although some fellows would come in, only stay six months, 

and go. They get homesick or want to go out or got a regular job. But the fellows that . . . . I 

stayed for the simple reason I was getting a lot of good training for what I was doing. And I 

signed up and stayed there. Stayed the limit. 

 

Dudley:       So, what did you keep in your foot lockers, and what did you keep in your bag, 

the bag? 

 

Dougherty:          [328] Well, usually in your barracks bag you’d keep your winter clothes. 

And some of your summer clothes would be on top, spare ones. But you could get most of your 

things you used every day in your foot locker and you had a tray there that you could take it out. 

And you kept your toilet articles and writing paper and stuff in there. It had a divider in the tray. 

 

Dudley:       Did you keep any, or did anyone keep things like photographs, or, you know, 

how did you personalize your space? Were you able to? 

 

Dougherty:          No, it was pretty open. There was no, no privacy to have at all, to speak of. 

 

Dudley:       People didn’t bring photographs of their families? 

Dougherty:          Oh, we could have photographs, which we kept in our foot locker. 
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Dudley:       OK. But you didn’t put them up on the wall. 

 

Dougherty:          No, no. Nothing like that. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And what was your impression of how well the structures were built? Did 

they, did they have any problems like being drafty or cold or damp or crowded? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, they didn’t seem to be, no, they weren’t crowded, they went pretty 

well . . . you know, pretty good little space between each bunk. They were just built on posts, 

cedar post in the ground with nothing underneath. And they were boards, the roof, boards and 

side. And there was nothing but tar paper on them. A tar paper roof. They were warm in the 

winter because those stoves, boy, I’m telling you. A lot of guys would like to be near the stove, 

you know, but it could get pretty hot there. 

 

Dudley:       Did you have to do any modifications or repairs on the barracks while you were 

there? 

 

Dougherty:          No. I can’t remember anything. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Now, about your daily routine. 

 

Dougherty:          We had a camp carpenter used to take care of all those things. 

 

Dudley:       OK. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, he took care of those things. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Can you describe a typical work day? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, for me, when I first started, they had reveille in the morning. 
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Dudley:       What time was that? 

 

Dougherty:          Oh, gee... 

 

Dudley:       What time did you have to get up? 

 

Dougherty:          We had to be on the field at eight o’clock. Go back from there. We had to 

eat, we had roll call, we had to wash up, shave. I would say we got up around six o’clock. I could 

tell you exactly if I could look up in my book. Around six o’clock. You’d get up, wash, shave, go 

to the bathroom or whatever. Then you’d fall in for reveille, roll call. And then you’d march into 

the mess hall. And usually everybody sat at the same table. You’d sit with the same group of 

guys. Then after you’d eat and then you’d go out and fall in and get on the truck that you was 

assigned to and you’d go to the job. But I didn’t do that too long because I, I worked in the, I 

worked in the sand pits and I worked in the nurseries, and then I worked down to Sieur de Monts 

Springs and I worked, I got a job with the park naturalist. I worked with him for a while. 

 

Dudley:       What did you do with him? 

Dougherty:          [403]Well he used to give talks and everything. I used to type all his 

correspondence and everything. And I made slides for him, he used to show at night to take 

down to the campground. And once in a while he’d go out and measure the trails and I’d go with 

him. And he’d be off and I’d stay in the office and do whatever correspondence, whatever he 

needed. But then I went from there, our company clerk got discharged. He was there two years, 

he got, so I took his place. They must have looked my records up. And I worked there as a 

company clerk for a year or so and then our senior leader was discharged and they took the 

fellow that was, who was the supply sergeant, and made him senior leader and they moved me 

down to his job and made me, I got a, I was getting thirty-six bucks a month for company clerk. 

And when I became supply sergeant or steward or whatever you want to call it, I got forty-five 

dollars. So I was a leader then. So I stayed there until I left the camp. 
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Dudley:       Do you feel that you got those promotions due to your education prior to . . .  

 

Dougherty:          I think I was chosen because of my extra education by going over to the 

business school in Canada, yes. They know, they go through your records pretty good. 

 

Dudley:       So, I guess that the questions I would ask you, then, would have more to do with 

the clerical work you were involved with. The clerk and the supply sergeant work. How long did 

you actually work out in the field, in the forestry section, before you... 

 

Dougherty:          I’d say about three months. 

 

Dudley:       About three months. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       All right. Now do you think then that your day was, did you follow the same 

work, I mean time schedule that other people followed? You started work at eight, then you 

broke for lunch, or was your time schedule different from being in the field? 

 

Dougherty:          Well I had to report for work the same, I would be in the office when the 

trucks were leaving the compound to go to their assignments. And I worked there, and I had my 

lunch at noon time. And then at five o’clock, when the crews, the crews would be just coming 

back in and I’d be just finishing. And then of course I went back to my barracks and washed up 

and went to supper at the mess hall. And we had free time after that. I’d go down to the 

education building and either work on something for wood work.  I built a nice desk while I was 

in there. 

 

Dudley:       A whole desk. 
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Dougherty:   Yes. Made out of gum wood. It was nice. Mr. Stratton, his name was. He was the 

one that teach us that. 

 

Dudley:       I’d like to ask you more questions about your job. But there’s a section farther on 

where we can get into detail about that. But I’d like to hear more about how you spent your 

evenings. Did you go to the workshop every night after dinner? 

 

Dougherty:          No, no. 

 

Dudley:       How often, what was your routine like for that? 

Dougherty:          [450] I’d probably go twice a week. And there were some nights we could 

go downtown to the movies. They’d have dances downtown. And we used to go roller skating. 

They’d take a truck and go roller skating. Summertime. They’d take a truck or two and go 

swimming. To, over in Southwest, I remember the name of the lake was Echo Lake. We’d go 

swimming over there and there was another lake we used to go swimming. And they had boxing 

matches with the guys. And they had a baseball team and they had a basketball team. I didn’t 

take part in them. 

 

Dudley:       But CCC members were in the boxing match. Is that right? They were the boxers. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Oh yes, yes. And they had their own ball team and they had their own 

baseball team. 

 

Dudley:       And did you, so that, did your camp, your team then, play other camps?  

 

Dougherty:  Yes they did, yes.  

 

Dudley:    Or did you play any other teams that were not CCC members? Like in town? 
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Dougherty:          Yes, they’d play, like, in Ellsworth, they’d play the team in Ellsworth. 

Trenton or one of the local towns. 

 

Dudley:       How many games a week would there be? Baseball game? 

 

Dougherty:          Oh, about probably one.  Oh, baseball? 

Dudley:       Is that what you’re talking about, baseball? 

 

Dougherty:          Oh, I thought, I was thinking basketball. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, I’m sorry. Is that what you said? OK. So how many basketball games a 

week? 

 

Dougherty:          Probably one a week. Same way with the baseball games. They had their 

own, they had a baseball diamond also there. I can remember in the wintertime we used to put 

cord wood there. I don’t know what they did with all the cord wood because we would burn coal 

all the time. They had stacks of cord wood there. 

 

Dudley:       Now, oh, but first you said in the barracks you burned wood. 

 

Dougherty:          No, we burned coal. We had a coal bin down near the latrine. 

  

Dudley:       Oh, OK. 

 

Dougherty:          We had to replace it, you know, in the fall. And it was a monstrous coal 

bin and the fellow that kept the fires going at night, he’d have these coal hods and he’d have to 

go down and fill them up and carry them up. I met him in Florida, by coincidence. And he was, 

when he left the CC he joined the Navy and he was on the Virginia in Pearl Harbor when it sunk. 
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Dudley:       All right, so getting back to the daily schedule here, let’s get these questions out 

of the way. 

 

Dougherty:          [laughs] We’re getting off the track, huh? 

 

Dudley:       [500]Well, that’s fine. You have a lot to tell. Tell me something about how meals 

were served. And was there any particular routine in the mess hall? 

 

Dougherty:          Well like I said before, everybody would sit at the same table. You knew 

your table mates and where you sat. And if I remember correctly, you had to get in line and go 

down and, no. . .  they’d bring the food and put it on the table. Our table was always set with 

dishes and cups just like at home. And the mess steward would bring the bowls of food and put 

them on the table. And then you’d help yourself. You didn’t have to get in line.  These fellows 

that wait on tables would, that would be a little extra work for them for punishment, if they did 

something wrong. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, so that wasn’t their job. 

 

Dougherty:          A mild sort of punishment. They had to wait on tables. Or they had to 

clean out the garbage barrels.  Or they had to do. . . .  In the winter time, you know, like I say, if 

you had to go to the bathroom at night to make water, well of course, you couldn’t go in the 

ground, so they had a big G.I. barrel in the corner, and that’s where you would go. The last two 

guys up in the morning had to empty the barrel. They had to take it out. So everybody made sure 

they weren’t the last one up. So they had to take that sloppy old thing down through the snow 

and wherever they went with it. That’s all that was in there, though. There was nothing else but 

water. 

Dudley:       Oh, OK. OK. So, now, getting back to the mess hall here, you’re saying that 

people who, then, served and cleaned in the kitchen were doing that for disciplinary reasons, and 

it wasn’t a paid job. 
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Dougherty:          No, they were getting the same pay every month anyway. So they 

wouldn’t get any more money for it. See, the cooks and the mess stewards were permanent. 

Some of those mess stewards became cooks eventually, so it was a good training process for 

them. But the fellow that waited on table, that was extra duty. 

 

Dudley:       OK. 

 

Dougherty:          But the officers had their own mess steward. He was permanent there. He 

waited, off the mess hall was a smaller building where the officers used to eat. And this mess 

steward just took care of the serving of their meals and he’d go down and make their beds and 

clean their barracks for them. That was his permanent job. They liked that, because the officers 

gave them tips. 

 

Dudley:       Really? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. And a quarter tip was a lot of money in those days. 

 

Dudley:       [550]Well that’s an interesting detail I hadn’t heard yet. Tell me something about 

how you remember that the mess hall was laid out. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, the mess hall was about the same length as the barracks. 

Dudley:       Which was, what would you estimate, how many, what was the dimensions? 

Dougherty:          Well I could probably look it up and tell you exact, but I would say . . . oh, 

jeepers . . . eighty, ninety feet long. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And you said about twenty feet wide. Is that what you said? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, twenty feet wide. 

 

Dudley:       OK, we’ll go with that. 
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Dougherty:          And this particular mess hall here, well, it of course might have been a 

little bit longer. But in between that building and the first barracks was a water tower that they 

pumped water from Eagle Lake down, up in, into a big tank, and of course the pressure was off 

the weight of the water. But you’d go in the there, the front end of the building, there was a door 

there. I think probably it was a double door, about like that, and you’d march in and everybody 

would go to the table. Off to the right, about the center of that building, was another opening. 

 An opening and probably a twenty-foot room in there. Twenty foot square. That’s where 

the officers sat. But I think they had their own door that they’d come in. They didn’t have to 

come in our side. Now the other end of the mess hall, there was counters there where they would 

put the food, and the mess stewards would go down and one of the cooks would fill the bowls 

and they’d bring them to the table. But in back of that was the stove and the cooking area. And in 

back of that was the refrigerators where that they kept the meat and perishables. 

 

Dudley:       And how, were they heated by these coal stoves as well? The heat, for the mess 

hall. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, you got me there. I, they might have used coal. 

 

Dudley:       You don’t, do you remember heating stoves? 

 

Dougherty:          What else would they use? No gas. We didn’t burn wood. 

 

Dudley:       But do you remember heating stoves in the mess hall? 

 

Dougherty:          Oh yes, they had the same stoves in the mess hall, to heat the mess halls, 

those pot-bellied stoves, as they did in the barracks. 

 

Dudley:       So how many were there in the mess hall? 
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Dougherty:          Well, in the barracks, I know, it was three, so there was two in the mess 

hall and probably, might have been another one in the officers’ mess hall. But I don’t think there 

was. I think there was two. You put in a couple hundred guys in there and a couple of stoves, it 

gets pretty warm. 

 

Dudley:       Sure. Now I understand that people who worked in the field had, usually had 

their lunch brought to them. 

 

Dougherty:          That’s right, yes. 

 

Dudley:       But you, being stationed in the camp . . . . 

 

Dougherty:          I could, I could go in the mess hall, yes. 

 

Dudley:       And, and then, was it the same, were meals the same, then your food would be 

put on the table for you? 

 

Dougherty:          We got sandwiches. No, we got sandwiches, the same as, they made 

sandwiches for us. 

 

Dudley:       Sandwiches for lunch. 

 

Dougherty:          And whatever, fruit, or . . . 

 

Dudley:       OK. Did your weekend meal routine change? Was it different from the weekday 

routine? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, they usually had something special on the weekends. 

 

Dudley:       Special food. 
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Dougherty:          Yes.  

 

Dudley:       OK. But then on weekends, then, people would all eat for lunch at the mess hall. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, a lot of, see, a lot of the guys would go home, not a lot of them, but 

some of us probably would have weekend leave, you know? So they didn’t have, that was the job 

of the mess steward to find out how many were leaving, and he had to make his menu 

accordingly. 

 

Dudley:       What do you feel were the staple foods of your menu? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, potatoes, meat, vegetables, fruit, beans. I know they used to have 

frankfurts and beans. 

 

Dudley:       How well was the food prepared? 

 

Dougherty:          Good. 

 

Dudley:       It was good food? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, I liked it. A lot of guys didn’t like it. There were always guys who 

wouldn’t like it anyway. But I didn’t mind. 

 

Dudley:       Were there a lot of complaints about the food? 

 

Dougherty:          Not really. You’d get a sore head here and there, you know. Not really. I 

think the guys that weren’t getting fed too well outside, they really appreciated it. A guy would 

come in weighing 50 pounds, 150 pounds, and in about three months he weighed 160, so you 

know he was eating pretty good. 
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Dudley:       Let me pause here to turn this over. This is the end of side one of the interview 

with Mr. Dougherty. 

 

[End Tape 1908, Side A.] 
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[Begin Tape 1908, Side B] 

 

Dudley:       [025] OK. This is the beginning of side two with the interview with Mr. 

Dougherty. We were talking about food, and I was about to ask you what your favorite dishes 

were there. Was there something that you really loved or was there something that you really 

hated? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, I didn’t mind the beans and franks, I liked the beans because I 

thought they were delicious. They used to have, well, I really, you know, they gave us a good 

variety of food, I’ll say that much. And nothing in particular would stand out to me. I remember 

one time we had roast duck and I’d never had roast duck before in my life and I thought it was 

delicious. But they’d have, they’d have meat, hamburg, steak, chicken, ham, pork, roast pork. 

They had everything. You name it. Potatoes. They had a good, fair meal. I must have, because I 

put a lot of weight on there. 

 

Dudley:       Now the camps were run by military men. 

 

Dougherty:          That’s right. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       So how much did the military rules and conduct influence the life and the work of 

the camp. 

 

Dougherty:          Oh they were the, they were the key people. They were retired, they were 

reserve military officers. They didn’t necessarily have to be infantry officers. They were naval 

officers, well, our last commanding officer was a naval officer. I met him in the Navy, too, later 

on. The first officer we had was an infantry officer. And then they had a subordinate, junior 

grade officer. I think he was a teacher in real life. 
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 And then of course, they had another officer that was a chaplain. They had a Catholic 

chaplain come around once a month. And I’ll be damned if I didn’t meet him in the Jamaica 

Plain Hospital over here. It was funny. Do you mind if I go off the subject a little bit? 

  

Dudley:       No. Go ahead. 

 

Dougherty:          I, I went to the V.A. over in Jamaica Plain over there for my knee that I’d 

hurt, banged up in the service. And I got there early, I’d had an appointment. Got there early so I 

. . . I went up to the restaurant, had a cup of coffee and a donut. When I walked down the aisle 

and I saw on the door Reverend Father J. Murphy. I said to myself, I wonder if that’s the same 

chaplain we had in the CCCs. So he walked by and he had his frock on. He had a cup of coffee 

and he went in the door. I went down, knocked on the door, and he answered the door and I said 

are you Father Murphy? 

 Chaplain Murphy, I think I would have said at the time. Yes. Were you ever in the 

CCCs? And he said yes, he says, I remember you when you used to come to our camp. I said I 

was at Bar Harbor. He said yes, that was one of my camps. I says I remember you, you was a red 

headed young cavalry officer with the puttees and the leggings, the whole thing. Yes, he says, 

that was me. So one thing led to the other and he says, you know, I’m going to retire pretty soon. 

He says I’ve seen so much death and sickness, and he says I was in the service, too, he says. He 

says, I was in Italy and we made every landing. 

 He says I’m going to retire. I said, I don’t blame you any. So he says, you going to stay 

here? I said I don’t know yet, I haven’t seen the doctor. He says well if you do, come on back up. 

But apparently I went down and saw the doctor and he was frank with me. He said I have never 

done an operation like you need before. And he says, sound to me like you’re getting pretty good 

treatment outside. He says, I would stick with that. I said OK, doc, I’ll see you later. He says all 

you got to do is look out the corridor there and you’ll see what you’re up against. So anyway, I 

went outside for that. But a year or so later I picked up the paper. I’m always reading the death 

notices. I pick it up, Reverend Father Murphy passed away. And they gave all his everything in 

the paper. He only lived about a year after he retired. 
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Dudley:       That’s too bad. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Nice guy. Handsome man. When he was young, red-headed guy. 

 

Dudley:       OK. So, let’s get back to the daily routine. 

 

Dougherty:          [laughs] OK. 

 

Dudley:       Did you have uniforms? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And tell me what they were like. 

 

Dougherty:          [075] They were khaki, just like an Army uniform. We had the black tie, 

Army belt, Army shoes, Army pants. And some of the guys dressed them up. You know, they 

didn’t press too well. They’d have a seam sewed right down, it was illegal, but they’d have a 

seam sewn on so they didn’t have to press. Oh yes, we had the G.I. skivvies and in the 

wintertime we’d have the long johns and we had the boots. And mackinaws. 

 

Dudley:       The tie and so on, sounds like that was a dress uniform. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes. When . . .  

 

Dudley:       Of course, you were a clerk. So that’s how you would dress. 

 

Dougherty:          Oh, yes. I dressed like that. But when they had colors at night, everybody 

had to have a tie on. And they got an inspection. [mic falls off?] 

 

Dudley:       OK, let me just clip it to you again. Here. It’s not working really well. There. 
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Dougherty:          Got it? 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, when they had colors at night, everybody had to fall out. And they 

would have colors. So everybody had to be clean shaven, had their hair combed. Clean clothes. 

Check the  tie. They fell in, just like Army ranks. Salute the colors. Have reveille. I mean, have 

somebody play taps. Morning, if we had a bugler, they’d have reveille. 

 

Dudley:       So, with your uniform, you wore khaki shirt, khaki pants, a black tie. What kind 

of, what did your hat look like? 

Dougherty:          Well, I had like an overseas cap. 

 

Dudley:       OK 

 

Dougherty:          And in the winter time, we had these winter caps. Like a baseball cap. 

They were blue or black if I remember right. Real warm. They had ear flaps that would come 

down. Then of course they had them big Army coats. But they’d get rid of those. Some had the 

short Army coats for the winter. 

 

Dudley:       OK. 

 

Dougherty:          Long johns. Long stockings. I remember that because that’s what I did in 

the supply room. I used to order all those things. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, right. Yes. Good. Well, when we get to the work section, you can talk more 

about some of the work supplies that, that you were providing for the men. Were you required or 

expected to do anything to show respect for the officers? 
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Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       What did you do? What was that like? 

 

Dougherty:          We always addressed them as sir. 

 

Dudley:       Did you have to salute? 

Dougherty:          No. We didn’t have to salute.  

 

Dudley:       OK. 

 

Dougherty:          No. But you’d, out of respect you’d say yes sir or no sir. And if you were 

referring, say mister. Mister, no you’d say captain or lieutenant. The same as the service. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Now in terms of camp structure, do you remember who the camp officials 

were during your time at the, at Bar Harbor. Their names? 

 

Dougherty:          Names? Well like I said before, the first commanding officer was 

Lieutenant Desrosiers. I don’t know, remember his first name. But the second commanding 

officer was Mr. Peavey. Newell Peavey. He was a naval officer, lieutenant commander. And then 

they had, a fellow name of Brooks, he was like, Lieutenant Brooks, he was like the assistant to 

the commanding officer. And then they had a, they had a doctor that would probably have 

Southwest Harbor and Bar Harbor. 

 

Dudley:       Do you remember his name? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, his name was Hagopian, I believe. 

 

Dudley:       Lagopian? 
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Dougherty:          HA-  “H” 

 

Dudley:       Hagopian? 

 

Dougherty:          Hagopian. Yes. And they had the, I forget the forester’s, what his title was. 

The head forester there. And he had a forestry clerk. His office was right beside mine. The 

building was split in half. And the company office on one side, and the forestry office on the 

other side. I faintly remember his name. And they had different foresters that worked under 

them. But they’d be in charge of the work crews. 

 Course the boys were turned over in the morning to the forestry department, and they 

went to whatever assigned job they had for them at the time. And then, down, they had an 

officers’ quarters down below. Where the commanding officer and his subaltern, or whatever 

you want to call him, was there. And then some of the foresters there on duty. I guess, from what 

I think of it, some of the foresters had to stay on duty, and that’s where they stayed, down in the 

officers’ quarters. Next door to that they had the dispensary. 

 So, uh …What the devil was the fellow’s name? I know there was a forester by the name 

of Salisbury. And there was a, he was quite an egg. And there was a Mitchell fellow. Geez, I’ve 

got letters of recommendation in there, from some of these guys, some of them signed. 

 

Dudley:       [140] Well, maybe you’ll remember some of their names later. Names are 

important, so, you know, eventually we’d like to get as many as we could. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Now we’re interested to know how people reacted to their officials. Can you tell 

us something about the personalities of these people and what they were like to work for? 

 

Dougherty:          The supervisors? 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 
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Dougherty:          I thought they were all right. I didn’t see anything wrong with them. They 

were always fair. Honest. There was no cranky ones there that I know. I hope he isn’t listening, 

but I think that Desrosiers, he was very strict. He was a cavalry officer, or infantry officer. He 

was strict. I think Newell Peavey, Mr. Peavey, was well liked and he was more lenient, you 

know. He, he was a great man to assign duties to people. He never took everything on his own 

shoulders. Desrosiers, was the type of guy that he carried the burden of everything. But 

Lieutenant Commander Peavey was, in my mind, he was a very nice guy. And he put a lot of 

trust in his people, too. 

 

Dudley:       We’re also interested to learn about the influence of people like George Dorr and 

John D. Rockefeller. 

 

Dougherty:          Oh, I remember their names. I don’t . . . 

 

Dudley:       You remember Mr. Dorr?  

 

Dougherty:          I never had contact with him, but I know he, I know he did a lot to 

establish Acadia National Park. And the Rockefellers? Yes, they had homes there. 

 

Dudley:       Did you, so you didn’t work directly with these people or you didn’t meet them. 

What was the feeling in the camp about Mr. Dorr and Mr. Rockefeller? Do you remember? 

Dougherty:          Well I don’t think the guys knew much about them. I think the higher ups 

probably did. But Mr. Sullivan, that I worked for, the park naturalist, he was a nice guy. I liked 

him very much. Very pleasant. And I understand he’s still living today. 

 

Dudley:       Oh really? 

 

Dougherty:          Well when we put the plaque in Bar Harbor, we went up there to see the 

person in charge there. And I happened to mention him, oh yes, he said, he’s still around. 
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Dudley:       Now was he someone whose first name you couldn’t remember? It would be 

interesting to talk to him. 

 

Dougherty:          No, I can’t remember his first name. 

 

Dudley:       Maybe, maybe you have that in some of your records. Maybe we could find that 

some time. 

 

Dougherty:          I might be able to. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Now, let’s see. There are a lot of questions here about work crews and how they 

were chosen and how they were assigned and whether or not they changed groups. It doesn’t 

sound like that had much to do with you. But in your office, who else was in your office, then, 

working with you? 

 

Dougherty:          Well I usually worked with the senior leader. He would come in and I did a 

lot of work for him. Of course I had all my reports to put out. I had certain reports had to go out 

every day or every month at certain dates. Had to go out. And then I did a lot of work with the 

mess steward. Typing up his menus and everything. 

 

Dudley:       Now, did you tell me the name of the senior leader? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, his name was Stratton. 

 

Dudley:       First name? 

 

Dougherty:          No, I can’t. 

  

Dudley:       OK 
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Dougherty:          I could look it up for you. The other fellow, what’s his name, was, he came 

from Aroostook County. Linwood Callahan. He became the senior leader after Stratton, and then 

Callahan, and then there was a fellow name of Cyr, who was the supply, Everhard Cyr. He was 

the supply sergeant. They made him senior leader. And then of course they moved me down. 

Could you excuse me? I got to go to the bathroom. 

 

Dudley:       Sure. Let me just clip that off and we’ll just pause it. OK. So, so you were writing 

up reports for the senior leader and for the cook and . . . , but you were basically, you were the 

only clerk in the office. 

 

Dougherty:          Right. 

 

Dudley:       You were doing this work. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       So there were, what, two, maybe, at the most, two or three people in the office at 

any one time? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, the commanding officer was there, and then of course the mess, what 

I call the mess sergeant because he was in charge of the mess. He would come over and I would 

have to type up his menus for him and do different  reports like that for him. Because he 

couldn’t type. He probably would have done it himself. But outside that, I had all these reports 

due. 

 I had to make out the payroll, and I had to be there on pay day to help disperse the 

money. And I went with the officers down to the bank to get the money. And there were so many 

reports that, you know, it just kept you busy all the time. Discharges. Somebody getting 

discharged. New men coming in, you had to make up their records for them. You was busy. You 

didn’t have much time to yourself. 
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Dudley:       [215] All right. Now. Let’s, so this segues right into this other section. We just 

want to ask specific questions about your work. So you, you, your time was mostly taken up with 

typing reports, then, when you were the clerk. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And then, when you moved, then, over to the supply part of it, what was your 

exact title? 

 

Dougherty:          Supply sergeant or supply steward. They call them supplies, when you 

had, like, if you were a clerk, you had corporal stripes. Company clerk. And sometimes a 

company clerk would be first…., would be a three striper. It could be, all depends, you know, it 

didn’t necessarily mean that you was, well, sergeant stripe would be sergeant. 

 Corporal, they never referred to us as corporal or sergeant. It was probably company 

clerk or the supply, supply sergeant or supply steward. But you had three stripes for, I had three 

stripes for supply steward. And I also, and two stripes for company clerk. It could be just the 

opposite, you know. It all depends. And of course, you never got around to the rest of the 

building. Company office building. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, do you want to talk more about that? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, well, like I say, the building that we were in was about the same size 

as the barracks. But, and one third of it, maybe, there would be the company clerk’s office on 

one side and the forestry office on the other side. And then in back of that would be like a 

canteen where they sold cigarettes and candy and tonic, stuff like that. And the rest of the 

building was a rec hall. They usually had a pool table in there, or card tables, or some had a little 

stage, they’d put plays on and things like that. And they could go in there and write letters, or 

they could play pool or ping pong. A lot of them liked ping pong. The guys stayed in the camps 
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could go there. But the fellows who could go downtown they’d probably go downtown, go to the 

movies or something. 

 

 

Dudley:       Yes, in fact, you mentioned, let me just see if, oh yes, we’ll touch on that later. I 

know you also mentioned that there was a newspaper, but we have a section to talk about that in. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, we had a camp paper. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. So there was another whole separate building just for rec hall and offices. 

 

Dougherty:          That was part of the, that was the rear end of the office building. 

 

Dudley:       OK. All right. Could you talk a little bit about your responsibilities as the supply 

steward? 

 

Dougherty:          [249]Yes. I was responsible for ordering clothes, ordering linen and things 

like, anything bedding. Linen, anything to do with clothes, socks, whatever. Hats, coats. And I 

was inventoried every month, the commanding general would come around and he’d take an 

inventory of the whole camp. And damaged clothing. 

 I had to I and R  them and replenish them by ordering to Fort Devens, we had to order 

there. And I’d take in laundry and give out laundry. And if the guy had to have new boots, I’d 

give him new boots. Take the old ones. Or his pants, or clothes, whatever. And I had my own 

room down there. I could stay there. I didn’t have to live in the barracks anymore after that. 

 

Dudley:       And, so did you stay in your own room? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. I had a room and I had a little radio of my own. I had a desk out there. 

The desk that I made I had out there. 
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Dudley:       Now you said that you take, took in laundry and gave out laundry. 

 

Dougherty:          From the mess stewards. They had to change their uniforms, all their white 

aprons and pants and hats and things like that. And then the sheets, the men’s sheets, I had to 

change them every week. I didn’t, they’d bring them down and I’d give them out new ones.  I 

had to bag them up and send them to the laundry downtown. There was quite a bit of work to it. 

 

Dudley:       So there wasn’t a laundry, I thought, I, well, some of the other men said that there 

was a laundry facility right there at the camp. When you were there, there wasn’t? 

 

Dougherty:          No. We had to send them down to the laundry in Bar Harbor. 

 

Dudley:       OK 

 

Dougherty:          And then your own clothes, you had to scrub them. 

 

Dudley:       You had to wash your own clothes. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       You didn’t take those to the laundry. 

 

Dougherty:          No, we went down to the wash room. Of course, we had big boards down 

there, and we had boards, and you could put them in there, wash them hot or cold wash, scrub 

them, put them in, rinse them out, wring them out, hang them up on the line. 

 

Dudley:       Wow. So everybody washed their own clothes. 

 

 



Ron Dougherty   NA2626    Tape 1908, Side B   pg. 40  

Dougherty:          Yes. In our camp, they did. Unless they took them home. Some of them 

might have taken them home for the mothers and fathers to do. I kind of think I took some of 

mine home when I went on a weekend. Maybe that’s why I didn’t have to do so much. Because 

if I went home every other week or once a month, I could take enough clothes to, my mother 

would wash them and bring them back. But other than that, you got to wash them. It was the 

same thing in the Navy. 

 

Dudley:       Really? 

 

Dougherty:          Your personal things, you had to wash. 

 

Dudley:       [285] Yes. Now, so, so, you were responsible for the clothing of the men. What 

about tools and safety equipment? Did you have to order that, too? 

 

Dougherty:          No, the forestry department had a building of their own down back and 

they took care of all the tools. They had a clerk down there that took care of their tools. 

 

Dudley:       OK 

Dougherty:          Axes, pick axes, shovels, things like that. 

 

Dudley:       OK. All right. And, so, so you were company clerk and then … 

 

Dougherty:          Supply . 

 

Dudley:       Supply. 

 

Dougherty:          Steward 

 

Dudley:       Sergeant. Steward. 
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Dougherty:          Steward or sergeant, I don’t know, whichever 

 

Dudley:       Did you ever, did you have any, was that your last position, supply steward, 

before you left there? 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Is there anything more you want to say about the job of supply steward? Or 

company clerk? I mean, I don’t know enough to ask maybe the most intelligent questions. So if 

there’s anything I’ve left out, you could tell me about it. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, I used to make out all the discharges. And keep a record of those. 

And the money. Answering telephone calls. It’s so long ago that those are the main things I can 

remember. But I’m sure there was a lot more than that to do. Because it seemed to me that I was 

busy all the time. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:          When I got down to the supply room, and I got more money, I couldn’t 

believe it because there wasn’t so much work to do there as up there, and it was out of the way 

and I didn’t have to worry about anybody looking down my back, you know. It was more 

relaxed. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. Do you remember any big problems that you encountered as either the 

company clerk or the supply steward? Were there any, like, really amazing stories or problems 

that happened? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, I could tell you one, but I don’t know whether, I could tell you 

something that happened a couple, three . . .  Well, one thing I remember, when I was company 

clerk I remember one of the cooks went down there to the supply room to change his aprons and 



Ron Dougherty   NA2626    Tape 1908, Side B   pg. 42  

stuff. And while he was there, there was an Army truck backing up to the door to leave supplies 

off.  And between the door and where the truck was, there was a little hump like. Did you ever 

get in a car and started up and it rolled back on it before you catch it with a clutch? 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:          You ever run a car with a clutch? If you didn’t clutch it just right you’d roll 

back a little bit? Well anyway this cook came down and he just was going in between the truck 

and the door and the guy was going off with the truck. The truck rolled back and hit the guy and 

killed him. The cook. I remember picking up the sheets that night with everything all over. 

 

Dudley:       A grisly story. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. I think he was a LEM, too, L-E-M. He was an older man. 

  

Dudley:       That’s unfortunate. 

 

Dougherty:          I could tell you another story, but. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, sure. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, I don’t know whether I should or not. 

 

Dudley:       Well, I’ll let you be the judge of that. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, I’ll tell you off the record if you want to shut this thing off. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, all right. We’ll shut it off. [tape shuts off, resumes] OK, so we’re back on the 

record now. All right, now these are questions about road building and trails and buildings and 

camp sites. And you weren’t doing anything like that, so, all right. Let me ask you some of these 
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questions and you may be able to answer some of them about education and training. What 

aspects of the work were considered skilled labor? Now it sounds like what you were doing was 

considered skilled labor. 

Dougherty:          Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And you said there were carpenters 

 

Dougherty:          Yes 

 

Dudley:       And cooks 

 

Dougherty:          Yes 

 

Dudley:       And people who worked in the infirmary. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, didn’t necessarily have to be skilled help to work in the infirmary. 

Did have to have some training, though. I imagine the doctor took care of that and told them 

what to do. But they had a bulldozer operator there. And they had truck drivers there that had to 

drive the Army trucks and some of them drove the forestry trucks. Well, if you want to include 

the people in the education, we had an education advisor there. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, that’s right. 

 

Dougherty:          Walter Drummond his name was. And I met him, too. 

 

Dudley:       Really? 

 

Dougherty:          I was sitting in church one day and I seen this fellow come in and I says, 

gee, that looks like my old educational, this is in Woburn, Massachusetts. It looks like my old 

educational advisor. And there was a nun come in behind him. After mass, I got up and I stood 
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there and when he come out, I says are you Walter Drummond? And he says yes. I says, you 

remember me? He says no. It’s Ronald Dougherty. 

 Oh, yes, yes, I remember you. He remembered a whole nice history on me. Background 

from my history, from my family right up. And there was a time they were taking fellows from 

the CC camp and going to send them to college. So what happened, I don’t know, I missed out 

on it. But he recommended me to go to college. And then when the commanding general came 

for the inspections, he told my commanding officer, he says, you know, that fellow, he says, I’d 

like to take him down to Fort Devens and send him to finance school. But that’s as far as it went. 

 

Dudley:       Do you regret that it didn’t go any farther? 

 

Dougherty:          Beg pardon? I was out, I got out shortly after that. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, OK. And you went into the Navy. 

 

Dougherty:          I’ll tell you a little story about the mess steward. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:   [370] He made up, I typed up his menus for the month because the commanding 

general was coming. So anyway, he had it all made up and the commanding general was there 

that day and he was going to go over so he was going by. And he looked and he said oh, I made 

an awful mistake! Look, he says, I have beans down here twice a week. He says, I’m going to get 

hell from the commanding general. 

 So he told me later on he says he went in and presented the menu, looked at it. Hm, see, 

you got beans here twice a week. And he says, I’m shaking. And he says, beans are good for 

them. You know, he says, well, they like beans. He says beans are good for them. Give them 

beans every day of the week if you want to. Give them beans every day of the week, best thing in 

the world for them! I thought that was funny. 
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Dudley:  Yes. OK. Now, if there is, so, for these various jobs that required skilled labor, 

who provided the training?  

 

Dougherty:          Mostly on-the-job training. Yes. They had supervisors there. They had a 

small bulldozer there. I forget the guy’s name, I think it was Beaupre. And he ran that little thing. 

They used to pull logs with. Any heavy jobs they’d do it with it. And they’d probably scrape the 

roads or something like that. We built, we built Blackwoods Campground, we built Seawall 

Campground, we built a fire road up Cadillac Mountain. And some of the carriage road, Mr. 

Rockefeller did all those carriage roads, I guess, out of his own pocket. But CCs, we fought 

forest fires there. 

 

Dudley:       Yes, I heard a story about that.  Could you choose what training programs you 

took? Or how did people get chosen to learn to do truck driving and bull dozer running. 

 

Dougherty:          They applied for it. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And, and then, how, do you know how they were chosen? Did you ever 

know anybody who applied for it and got chosen and then you know why they were chosen? 

What was the, what were the criteria? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, I really don’t know. I know that they, fellows wanted to be truck 

drivers, and fellows wanted to do certain jobs and they put their name in for it. They didn’t get 

them right away. If a guy got discharged, then somebody would step in his place. There’d always 

be somebody there to train them. It was the same way with company clerk. 

 When I went into company clerk, I went in before the other fellow got discharged. And I 

was pretty well trained be the time he left. It was the same way with the supply room. I had to go 

to the supply room before he was moved from the supply room up to senior leader, he trained me 

and he was there if I needed any help. Later on, he was there to help me. It was the same way 

with the company clerk. If he needed help, I could help him. 
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Dudley:       Now did you get, were you given any kind of certification then, for the rank that 

you achieved for supply steward, or company clerk? Did that come with a certificate? I know 

you said it came with some stripes? 

 

Dougherty:          No. No. 

 

Dudley:       And then when you went into the Navy, did you use that training then to get a 

similar job in the Navy? 

 

Dougherty:          [laughs] Well when I was in the Navy . . .  Well, my commanding officer, 

you know, he says to me, he says Ronald, Ronald, he says, I know you don’t like to be cooped 

up in an office, he says. I know you want to get out, he says. I’m going to make Cyr the senior 

leader, I’m going to put you down as supply room, and he says I’m going to take this other 

fellow and have you train him as company clerk. He knew I wanted to get out. So when I got in 

the Navy, I stayed as far away as I could. 

 

Dudley:       Oh. 

 

Dougherty:          So I was striking for aviation metal smith in the Navy. But eventually I 

didn’t, I got transferred before . . . I took my test and I passed my test, but in the Navy, you wait. 

You move up as the openings come. You don’t jump over anybody. So I was about seventh or 

eighth on the list and I got transferred before I got my rate. So then, I’m using up a lot of your 

valuable time here, ain’t I? 

 

Dudley:       Well, it’s probably all related. 

 

Dougherty:          Well, anyway, when I went into the Navy, one of the places I worked was 

right here in Portland, Maine, at the beginning. I was there about six months. We put all the 

submarine nets and torpedo nets out in the harbor here. And we had a place over in South 

Portland and they had, with a Coast Guard station, and we made our nets out there in that big 
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spot. So when I was working out in the slab, and finally they were, I wanted to run one of them 

big cranes. So the guy grabbed me and he says I’m going to break you in on, or one of the 

cranes. 

 He says because I’m going to be moving out. So I was running the crane and the, the 

yeoman had to go to the hospital for appendicitis. Somehow they grabbed me and put me in the 

office and they wasn’t going to let me go. You know what it was? 

 My commanding officer in the CCs was a, he was sunk on the Cleveland out in the 

Pacific. So he came back, and he was a port director in Portland, Maine. So one day I went 

downtown with a kid I chummed around with and I met him on the street. No, I didn’t meet him 

that way! I had to go over from South Portland to Portland with my crane to lift some heavy 

mine sweeping gear off the docks to put on the mine sweepers. 

 So I’m coming in through the gate there, and I’m swinging the boom, and I heard this 

guy holler Ronald! I look up at the window. What are you doing on that crane? He says, you 

used to be my clerk! It was my old commanding officer. So anyway, he says you staying here? 

And I says, well. Are you staying for lunch? And I said, yes, we’re going to have lunch. Come 

up and see me after lunch. So at noontime we went in. There’s just a small mess hall there. And I 

was in the back of the line, he went by, tapped me on the shoulder, don’t forget, come up and see 

me. 

 So I gobbled my meal down, I went upstairs and I knocked on the door. And this ensign 

came to the door, and I says, I’d like to see Lieutenant Commander Peavey. And he had his door 

open and saw in the office. Well, the guy says he busy right now. And he says, Ronald, come on 

in. Close the door and went in. Close the door. What are you doing? On that crane? I says, well, I 

says. Yes, he says, I know, you always wanted to be on the outside. So, he says, anything I can 

do for you? I said yes, there probably is. I says I took my test for aviation metal smith down at 

Quonset Point, and I said I got out of there before I got my rate. 

 So he says I’ll see what I can do for you. He says I’ll see if I can get you in a school, one 

of the schools. Aviation machines, aviation metal smith. So it went on a while and I was starting 

to tell you I  met him downtown and he called me over. He says, well, he says you come in town 

much? I say yes, once in a while. You know, he says, I have a room in the Eastland              
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Hotel, he says, and if you don’t want to go back, you can stay there anytime you want. He says 

I’ll notify the guy at the desk and, and leave the key for you. 

 But I never took advantage of it. I met him at a couple of boxing matches down there and 

finally he called me in, he says, they’re all first class school and they’re loaded up for three to six 

months ahead, he says, and I can’t get you in. 

 But don’t worry, he says, I’ll get, I’ll find something for you to do. So our commanding 

officer, we got a new commanding officer, fellow name of Thompson, came, he was some 

professor in a college out in California. He called me in the office one day, he says, you know, 

he says, I was talking to Lieutenant Commander Peavey and he told me about what you wanted. 

He says, I got to send some fellows back to Quonset Point, the Naval Air Station. He says I’m 

sending you back with a couple other guys. So he sent me back. 

 We got in there at two o’clock in the morning. And from the main gate he says you guys 

are going to the boathouse. So we, at the main gate, and we went down, two o’clock in the 

morning, we had to carry them damn big sea bags with, they did away with them finally, all the 

way down there. Put us up in a quonset hut. We got about two hours sleep on no mattresses. Get 

up, haul us out, roll call. Call roll. Dougherty, you here? You there? And I looked, and there’s 

the U.S.S. Ranger sitting there. I say oh, Jesus, don’t tell me we’re going on that thing! 

 That thing had been torpedoed. This is the first U.S.S. Ranger. We went over the end of 

the dock, and they made up these crews. I was, I was a coxswain at the time. I’d made coxswain 

running the boom. The crane. So there was a coxswain, and a seaman, I never these guys were, a 

coxswain, a seaman, a motor machinist mate, a torpedo man, and a seaman. And we looked over 

the side at these brand spanking new torpedo retrievers there. And they had a big canopy on them 

and one of them had a big circle. Red, yellow, on the canopy.  You guys are going to 

Provincetown, Rhode Island, for torpedo retrieving station. In the middle of winter! We were on 

subsistence down there. 

 Finally brought some trailers down for us to live in. We used to go out off the coast, off 

of Provincetown, and these destroyers would come down there, go on these different exercises, 

you know. And they’d drop these torpedoes. Of course they’d have dummy heads on them. But 

the torpedoes were expensive. In those days, it was about three or four thousand dollars for a 

torpedo. But today it’s probably five times that much. So they had a pilot up in the air. He was 
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controlling all the activities. And we had two way radios. So the torpedo would come down and 

they were set so they’d go underneath the ship. I’m using a lot of your time, ain’t I? Underneath 

the ship. You got more tapes? 

 

Dudley:       Yes. Go ahead. 

 

Dougherty:          Underneath the ship. And they’d surface up on the other side of the ship. 

So then the guy would say, hey, my name was sandy red, sandy blue. Sandy red! Go such such 

direction, we’d go. He said the torpedo was about to surface so it would surface and we’d have to 

chase it. Because when it stopped, the tail would go down and it would float just a short while 

and then it would sink. And it had this big round metal pad eye there and we had to put the rope 

through it with a tog on the end, and pull them up, sometimes we’d have seven or eight of them. 

And we’d go back into Provincetown and they had a big flat barge there, and they’d load them 

from there onto the barge, and the torpedo men would take the dummy heads off, take the gyros 

out, bleed all the alcohol off, and send them back to Provincetown. I don’t know, or Newport, 

Rhode Island, wherever they went to get refit again. So that’s, and I made second class there. 

  

Dudley:       Now, were you happy about that transfer? Was that something that, that 

 

Dougherty:          No, I wanted my aviation rate. 

 

Dudley:       But, but did you feel, feel that Peavey did you a favor by arranging this for you? 

Dougherty:          Well he thought he was doing me a favor, but really he didn’t do me one. 

He was doing the best he could. But it didn’t turn out the way he wanted, he planned it would be. 

So anyway, I didn’t get my rate but I made second class in Provincetown. And then I got caught 

onto, I got caught on a draft and I went in the Caribbean and then we come back and we were 

outfitted and went into the Pacific. 

 

Dudley:       Now this is an interesting story because it sounds as though, that CCC 

connections were valuable then, were valued, people tried to. . .  
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Dougherty:          Oh, yes! Yes, yes.  

 

Dudley:    . . .  maintain a long term relationship then. 

 

Dougherty:      Definitely. Definitely. Yes. Well, I could have, I could have become a yeoman 

like that. But I didn’t want to be a yeoman. I wanted to be outside. 

 

Dudley:       But it sounds, it sounds like, that relationships that you made at the CCC camp, 

then, were long term and that when you ran into these people again, that they tried to help each 

other. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And did you have any other stories about those long term CCC relationships? 

 

Dougherty:          Well, I was going to tell you about the educational advisor. I used to go 

down, and like I said, he put me in, made up my resume, to go, and wrote my history from the 

day I was born until right up to that time. And he was going to submit it, whether he did or not, 

he probably did, but I was out. 

 He, they was accepting guys of the CCC to go to college. And I always wanted to go to 

college. I wanted to go to the University of Maine, but when I, when I, when I got out of high 

school, things were tough. My folks sent me to business school, and that’s all we could afford. 

But I understand that when, back in those days, going to the University of Maine was about $550 

a year including board and room. You know? But . . . 

  

Dudley:       Which was a lot of money in those days. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, well yes. That was a lot of money when my father only making 24 

bucks a week. He worked ten hours a day and a half a day on Saturday for 24 bucks a week. 
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Dudley:       We only have a little more tape left, and I don’t think that we’ll get through the 

whole interview, but let me just, just finish up with this training piece here anyway. Do you, so 

do you feel that your CCC training, or experience, had anything to, or contributed to your future 

work? 

 

Dougherty:          Oh, yes, definitely. 

 

Dudley:       And what sort of, what was your, like, long-term career? Did you tell me what 

work you’d been doing before you retired? 

Dougherty:          I worked for General Electric. I retired from General Electric. 

 

Dudley:       That’s right. You said that, yes. And so, did you feel the CCC work then 

contributed to your being able to go 

 

Dougherty:          Well, in a round about way it did. Eventually I was doing something that I 

liked to do. I liked the clerical part of it, too. I liked everything about the CCC. I would never say 

a bad word against the CC. It’s the best training in the world for any young man. And to this day, 

I’ve never heard any CC boy, ex-CC boy, say a negative word against the CCC. Because it saved 

a lot of families. A lot of families. 

 

Dudley:       Good. Well that’s a good place to end this tape. This is the end of side two of the 

interview with Mr. Dougherty. 

 

[End Tape 1908, Side B. End Session I] 
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Anu Dudley:    This is the second interview with Mr. Ron Dougherty at his home in Acton, 

Maine, Monday, August 28, year 2000. For the CCC project. This is Anu Dudley. All right, 

when we left off last time, we were just about ready to talk about recreation at the camp. 

 

Ron Dougherty:           Yes 

 

Dudley:       And, so, I’d like to talk to you a little bit about what you remember. Particularly, 

how did you spend your leisure time? What was your particular focus? 

 

Dougherty:           Well I used to go in the educational building and do, you know, carpentry 

work. I would learn how to make, I was making a desk down there. And I used to work down 

there a lot  for the camp newspaper. And we used to go swimming, over to Echo Lake like I just 

mentioned, there. That was over in Southwest Harbor. And there was another little lake we used 

to go to down on the other side of the island. They used to take us there in the trucks, and . . . 

 

Dudley:          Do you remember the name of that? 

 

Dougherty:           No I don’t. I don’t. And I’ve been trying, been wracking my brains trying 

to figure what it was. It was a nice little place to go swimming. 

 

Dudley:       You think if you looked at the map you’d be able to remember? 

 

Dougherty:           I might. I might. 
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Dudley:       OK. We’ll pull out this map of the Acadia National Park and vicinity. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And 

 

Dougherty: Well see, Echo, Echo Lake was over, over here near Southwest Harbor. But this 

lake was more or less  

 

Dudley:       Now you’re looking north of Eagle Lake, it looks like. 

 

Dougherty:           I’m looking like, yes, like northeast like. 

 

Dudley:       Northeast of Eagle Lake, ok. 

 

Dougherty:           So I remember in the trucks we used to go like from, where’s the camp 

now, right here 

 

Dudley:       Yes, right below 

Dougherty:           We used to go over here to Echo Lake, rather. Now where’s, down here 

somewhere 

 

Dudley:       You’re showing 

 

Dougherty:           Probably one of these little ponds in here. 
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Dudley:       You’re showing north, really northeast of Echo Lake. One of the ponds. And the 

names of those ponds are, let’s see, what have we got here? Breakneck Ponds. Half Moon Pond. 

Half Moon. 

 

Dougherty:           Half Moon Pond....It’s over in this area here somewhere. 

 

Dudley:       OK. There’s a, what is this, Farm Pond? No. What is that? Fawn Pond. 

 

Dougherty:           Fawn Pond. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. So, so it’s one of these. Either the Breakneck Ponds, the Half Moon Pond, or 

Witches, Witch Hole Pond. 

 

Dougherty:           Let me look at this while I’m talking to you. Maybe I can 

 

Dudley:       OK. All right. So you used to go swimming as well as working on the newspaper 

and the shop. 

 

Dougherty:         I never played baseball or basketball because of, maybe working inside, 

well, the guys that got together that worked out in the field would, you know, talk it over, form 

their own team. So I never did get on that. I always liked to play baseball. Played basketball in 

school. 

 

Dudley:       Now you’re looking at the map, and you’re looking around Eagle Lake, not just 

north of it. 

 

Dougherty:           This sounds a lot like it. Lake Wood. 
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Dudley:       Lake Wood? 

 

Dougherty:           Lakewood. 

 

Dudley:       Lakewood. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. But this, we used to call it Lakewood, and they call it Lake Wood, 

two different words. 

 

Dudley:       OK. That’s where you went? 

 

Dougherty:           Lakewood. That’s what it was, yes. Nice little pond. 

 

Dudley:       Was there a,  like a town beach there? Was it developed in any way? 

 

Dougherty: It was a small pond. Probably most likely it was Farm Pond because I see a little, 

no I don’t either, there’s a little lake right in here. That, that was it. That was a nice place. Nice 

sandy beach and everything. I don’t even know whether they use it today. 

 

Dudley:       What, now, was there a lifeguard? Was, were there picnic tables there? 

 

Dougherty: No, no, not that I remember. 

 

Dudley:       It wasn’t developed, in other words? 

 

Dougherty:           Well the townspeople used to go there to swim. I remember that. It 

wasn’t, you know, we weren’t the only ones there. There was a nice little beach. I don’t 

remember a picnic area. 
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Dudley:       Was there a lifeguard? 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t think so. 

 

Dudley:          And how often did you go there during the summer? 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, maybe once a week, something like that. We done it, you know, swap 

a…This Echo Lake, boy, that’s cold and deep. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           You’d freeze to death there. 

 

Dudley:       So when you went swimming, did you make it a day? Or did you just go over for 

an hour or so? What was that like? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, we’d go over there in the evening after work. And I don’t 

remember. I think it was always after work. I don’t remember, because when Saturday and 

Sunday come, everybody, fellows that had leave would go home, or there would be a ball game 

or something like that going on. We used to have boxing teams that used to go down to town, 

Bar Harbor. And they would box there. Down off the main street there. Used to be like an old 

moving picture hall or theater or something. 

 

Dudley:       Oh. So, so men from your camp 

 

Dougherty:           Yes 
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Dudley:       Then, would go down for boxing matches. 

Dougherty:           Yes. Well we’d box against Southwest Harbor. And then I remember one 

time the Boston Record, the Boston Herald-American or the Boston Record, they promoted 

boxing all over New England. And they would go down there and they would take the fellows 

that were the winners and they would go to Boston. And it was not like the Olympics or, like 

that, or just, the paper itself ran the thing. Because I know we had one boxer there, he went to, he 

went to Boston. He came from up around Woodland, Maine. 

  

Dudley:       Do you remember his name? 

 

Dougherty:           Oh yes. His name was Lawler(?). And his brother was in our camp, too. 

There was two brothers there. One was John, Johnny Lawler(?)and the other one was Frank. 

Matter of fact, I was inquiring about them when we went to Calais last, two or three weeks ago. 

And I think one of them’s still living up around Baring, Maine. 

 

Dudley:       Baring. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Do you know which one, Frank or John? 

 

Dougherty:           No I don’t. Matter of fact, one was a wrestler, one was a boxer. I forget 

which, who was which. Which one was which. 

 

Dudley:       OK. So, so, you would, so, one of the things you did for recreation was to go into 

Bar Harbor and watch the boxing matches? 
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Dougherty:           Yes, you could say that. Yes. And we’d go to the movies there. And we 

used to go down, yes, for the boxing matches and they had a baseball game at the camp. We had 

a little baseball diamond there and in the wintertime they used to load, I think I mentioned 

before, there’d be nothing but cord wood there. And they had a pool table, and they had ping 

pong tables. We all did that. One thing I forgot to tell you, we had a radio shack there. We had a 

guy there that, from the Navy, retired from the Navy. Used to teach the fellows, you know, 

semaphore. And, like, like, you know 

 

Dudley:       Morse code 

 

Dougherty:           Morse code. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           And they had like a ham, little ham radio station there. That came late 

while I was there. They were always bringing something. Matter of fact, I got a letter in there 

from one of my old, educational advisor. I think I told you I saw him in church one day. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           [laughs] So he was, I called him up one time, and he was, at that time he 

was, oh, this is a while back, he was 80, 84 years old. I said how you doing? Great! he says. And 

for 84, boy, he would have,what an outlook he had on life. Great, he says. 

 

Dudley:       OK, so in terms of sports, then, you were talking about baseball and boxing. 

 

Dougherty:           They had a basketball team, too. 
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Dudley:       At your camp. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes yes. 

 

Dudley:       And then you played 

 

Dougherty:           Most of the camps did. They used to play with Southwest Harbor. And I 

remember one time we went over to a little town they call Aurora on route nine to play baseball 

over there. The baseball field wasn’t flat, it was like on the side of a hill, like. 

 

Dudley:       Now did you have an actual baseball diamond at, at your camp? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, they did. Yes. It was dirt, you know, nothing fancy. But you could 

play ball on it. 

 

Dudley:       And, and what about basketball? Did you have a basketball court? What was that 

like? 

 

Dougherty:           They used to go downtown, and I think it was in the high school in, in Bar 

Harbor. And play down there in the winter. 

 

Dudley:       OK. But, so, you didn’t have an actual court right at the camp. 

 

Dougherty:           No. No. 

 

Dudley:       OK 
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Dougherty:           They’d just go down there for practice and they’d play. There used to be a 

camp in Ellsworth, too. But not while I was there. They used to call it the  Governor Brann, was 

the name of it. And even today you’ll find fellows who’ve been in that camp. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty: In Ellsworth. 

 

Dudley:          Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           Those were the nearest camps. 

Dudley:       Did you, now, now, tell me, about these teams, you played the other camp, the 

one in Southwest Harbor. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Did you play any non-CCC teams? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, town team. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       You played town teams. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       So you played a Bar Harbor team, or a Southwest Harbor team. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. 
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Dudley:       Anything else? 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t know, maybe some little town like Trenton or Franklin that had a 

little basketball team. Somehow they’d get up a game with them and they’d play 

 

Dudley:       And who organized these teams? 

Dougherty:           Well I think it was the, the educational advisor that took care of all that. 

 

Dudley:       I see. OK. Who did you consider to be your, the baseball, your team’s major 

competitor then? 

 

Dougherty:           I would say the town team in Bar Harbor. [laughs] 

 

Dudley:       Yes? They were good? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I don’t know. They, you know, just make up, they weren’t real, real 

good, but they were good enough to enjoy themselves. To have fun. 

 

Dudley:       Did that have anything to do with like town and camp rivalry? 

 

Dougherty:           Well I think they used to like to beat the town team, Bar Harbor. Also, I 

mean, if I remember right, the 158th, they had a pretty good team over there, too. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Now 

 

Dougherty:           You know something? You’re bringing things to my, back to my mind 

now.  
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Dudley:    Oh, good. 

 

Dougherty:       There’s a fellow that I, we went up, my niece, and her son and daughter and 

their, her grandson, came here last weekend and we went up to the fair up here. Well we were 

sitting there having a sandwich and this fellow walks by and he points as he comes over and he’s 

got a, he’s got the CCC cap on. 

 

Dudley:       No kidding. 

 

Dougherty:           And he belongs to our chapter. Matter of fact, he’s the historian. I used to 

be the historian. So he became historian and then I took the vice president’s job. He came over, I 

was surprised to see him. I didn’t even think he owned an automobile because one time we were 

going up to Bangor for a CC meeting there and he took the bus up. So I says how did you get up 

here, so I got my car, so anyway, I’m getting off the subject. He came, he has got one of the 

original jerseys of the basketball team in Bar Harbor camp. 

 

Dudley:       Wow. Would he be willing to have that photographed? 

 

Dougherty:           I can ask him. 

 

Dudley:       That would be a real treasure. 

 

Dougherty:           He was in the Camden camp as a, a dispensary, what do they call it? What 

was the title they call that guy? Dispensary attendant, I guess. So when they closed Camden 

camp, he came to Bar Harbor. But he was there after me. And the kid that he took the place of 

was my best friend. We graduated from high school together in Calais, Ron O’Neill. So he took 

Ronald’s place and apparently he’d played on the basketball team in, in, in Bar Harbor. At our 

camp. 
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Dudley:       And he saved that shirt all these years. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, he got it. He brought it in and I think he even put a piece in the 

National somewhere on it. Can you imagine that? 

 

Dudley:       What were the colors? 

 

Dougherty:           It seemed to me it was like orange letters on a dark background. Now 

isn’t that funny because I went to the, I went down to Mystic, Connecticut, to the national 

convention. And now our caps have green with the regular insignia on it. And those fellows from 

out the Midwest and Ohio, around them places, their caps were green with orange on them. Now 

whether the orange had anything to do with the color on the, that he has on his uniform, I don’t 

know. You’re bringing back old memories here. 

 

Dudley:       That’s what this is all about. We want to hear all of them. I may have to come 

back again, with dredging up all these memories. 

 

Dougherty:           [laughs] Oh, dear. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Well, let’s just move on to the next section here which has to do with crafts 

and hobbies. You, you said that you were very involved with woodworking. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And you built a desk. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 
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Dudley:       And was there any other thing that you built? 

 

Dougherty:           No, because that was quite a project. It took most of my time. I wasn’t in 

there every night, you know, I’d go down maybe once every couple  weeks or something like 

that. 

 

Dudley:          Why don’t you describe the desk. How big was it? What were the features on 

it? 

 

Dougherty:           Well I know it was made out of gumwood. And it was . . .  

 

Dudley:       And where did the gumwood come from? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, apparently they had it there. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Go ahead. 

Dougherty:           I might have had to pay for part of it, I don’t know. But anyway, I had to, 

it was, oh, I’d say it was about three and a half feet by about twenty inches deep. And it had a, a 

drawer, a door that flopped down, it became, with a brace on it, and you flopped it down, like the 

old antique one. Put a board, swivel board, and it would hold it from going below. 

 

Dudley:       OK. So, so then that made the desk surface bigger then. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, yes. And then they had pigeon holes in it. And the top was about that 

narrow, and it tapered down like this. And the back was straight, like this. And  it came down, 

the legs came down. And I remember the, each side, they had a brace across the back leg. Of 
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course you couldn’t put it in the front. And then the side of the legs had a support across, a rail, 

and it had these slats in it. I remember that. 

 

Dudley:       Slats underneath the desk surface. 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I could probably draw you a little diagram of it. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And then we’ll describe it on tape. Here, you want to draw? I’ve got some 

paper here. 

 

Dougherty:           Have you? I can probably just draw a pretty good replica of it. 

 

Dudley:      OK.  Here. There you go. 

Dougherty: Now I’ll give you a side view here. 

 

Dudley: OK, so the. . . .  

 

Dougherty: And the legs come down here. 

 

Dudley: Yea. 

 

Dougherty: Through here, and then it had these slats here. 

 

Dudley: They were visible from the side. 

 

Dougherty: Yes. 

 

Dudley: All right. 
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Dougherty: And then the front was, oh, I guess . . .  

 

Dudley:  OK. 

 

Dougherty:  I think it came down like this, something like this. . . and it opened up this way, 

and it had a slat in here, you’d flip it out like this and when you brought this down that would 

support this from . . .  

Dudley: I see.  OK, yes.  All right.  So . . .  

 

Dougherty:           That took quite a bit of time to do that. 

  

Dudley:       So describing this 

 

Dougherty:           The reason probably I only went there was because the instructor didn’t 

come every night. He was a civilian. And he came, I think he lived over around Trenton or 

Hancock. One of those places. I remember his name, his name was Stratton. Then we had 

another fellow name of Ellis that came over near the same, round the same area. He taught 

leather craft. And of course the educational advisor, he taught typing and, they didn’t teach 

shorthand, but I took, when I got out of high school I went over to St. Stephens and went to 

business school over there for a year. We took nine subjects in one year. 

  

Dudley:       So, let me see. We’ve got a place here for educational stuff so let’s get back to 

that in a minute, OK? 

 

Dougherty:           OK. Yes. 
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Dudley:       I just want to describe this so that people can know what it looks like. So the desk 

itself was about three feet wide. And you said about how deep? 

 

Dougherty:           Well I would say it was about . . .  

  

Dudley:       Two feet deep? 

 

Dougherty:           Maybe 20 inches deep 

 

Dudley:       Twenty inches deep 

 

Dougherty:           When you put the lid down. It would give you probably another 20 

inches, when you had, there was quite a bit of depth to it. 

 

Dudley:       Right. And so the lid, then, is an angled front to it. And then you, you open that 

up and pull that forward. And then pull out a little flat underneath to give you the additional. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, it’s a little straight board like this that would be in like this and it 

probably, it was on a pivot like, and it would come out like this, and this thing would come 

down. 

 

Dudley:       So the board would be parallel to the front and then you would pull it out to be 

perpendicular to the front and then pull the top down on top of it. 

 

Dougherty:           But you see a lot of antique furniture like, old desks, like this. 

 

Dudley:          I have a desk like that. 

Dougherty:           Yes. That’s exactly 
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Dudley:       And so, then, and inside the desk, then, you said there were a lot of pigeon holes. 

 

Dougherty:           Pigeon holes, yes. 

 

Dudley:       And drawers? 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t remember drawers. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And then underneath you had flats which were accessible from the sides for 

stacking things. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, yes. 

 

Dudley:       And, but, it doesn’t look, there wouldn’t, any drawers underneath, though. 

 

Dougherty:           No. 

 

Dudley:       No. OK. 

 

Dougherty:           Mostly all leg room. Matter of fact, I, all I, I had it home in the house 

where we lived down around Calais, and I remember that. I don’t, to this day, I don’t what 

become of it. Probably around Calais somewhere. All gumwood. It was nice, gumwood is good 

wood, you know. Years ago, they used to panel the rooms with gumwood. 

 

Dudley:       Did you follow a pattern for this desk? Or did you think this up out of your head? 

How did you . . . 
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Dougherty:           No, I think the instructor, you know, he instructed me, what, you know. 

He probably had a sketch of it or something. 

 

Dudley:       And were there other people building desks? 

 

Dougherty:           No, I was the only one. They built other little things, but not, you know,  

major things, but. 

 

Dudley:       Like what? 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, gee. Little end tables and stuff like that. Things to hook your shoes 

on, pull your boots off, boot strap. 

 

Dudley:       Boot jack? 

 

Dougherty:           Boot jack. Things like that. 

 

Dudley:       So yours, as you remember, was probably the most elaborate. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, when I left, yes, I think it was, really. I don’t think anybody while I 

was there, did, took it on. 

 

Dudley:       So then when you were done with your tour at the CCC camp, you packed it up 

and took it home with you. 

 

Dougherty:           Well I didn’t, really. I might have had it shipped to me somehow. 

Because I, when I left, I just left like with a barracks bag and my clothes. I might have had 

somebody from Calais pick it up and bring it down for me later. Because I remember Ron O’Neil 
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used to take us home like on a weekend. And he had one of them station wagons, old wooden 

sided station wagon. He might have picked it up and brought it down for me. 

 

Dudley:       OK. The, so the woodworking that you were able to do. 

 

Dougherty:           I think that’s why I got it, because I had to contribute the money towards 

it. 

 

Dudley:       Sure. Buy the wood. 

 

Dougherty:           Otherwise I wouldn’t have been able to take it. 

 

Dudley:       Did you have, was there an actual shop that was all set up for woodworking? 

Dougherty:           Yes there was, yes. One end of it was where they taught office, you know, 

how do you do. They had a mimeograph there, you remember the old barrel mimeographs? 

 

Dudley:       I do. Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           Well I used to type all those and run them for the camp paper. And I used 

to do the typing. And of course, the educational advisor, he was there. And he had a group, they 

were teaching guys how to read and write and everything. A lot of guys came in they couldn’t 

read and write.  

 

Dudley:       Good. Well we have some questions about that in a little while. Now the building 

where you did the woodworking, was this the rec. hall or was this a separate building? 

 

Dougherty:           No, it was a separate building. They called it an educational building. 
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Dudley:       Oh, OK. 

 

Dougherty:           Got its own building. They had a carpenter shop there, you know, for 

trainees, and they had a place there for people that wanted, like there was a library there, too, if I 

remember right. You want to go down there and read, and they made up the camp paper there, 

one section of it. And then the educational advisor, I’m pretty sure he had his office in there, too.  

 

Dudley:       All right. 

Dougherty:           I got something here that he wrote up. I think I told you one time, about 

they were thinking of sending CC boys to college? Did I mention that? 

 

Dudley:       Yes. Well someone did. 

 

Dougherty:           Somewhere in here I got that paper that he wrote up on what my 

background, where I came from, and everything. 

 

Dudley:          Yes. That’s right. Yes. You did tell me about that. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, I thought so. 

 

Dudley:       OK. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Tell me a little bit about what sort of music or theater opportunities there 

were at the camp. 
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Dougherty:           Well, there was no music. Nobody played music there. Except the bugler. 

[laughs] They had a radio in the recreation hall. Some guys had radios. After a while they let us 

have, I had a radio down in the supply room. And I think some of the guys had radios but they, I 

don’t think they were allowed to have, oh, yes, there used to be guys, there was one fellow there 

that used to play guitar and sing cowboy music.  

 

Dudley:       Really 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, and the guy, he had such a lousy voice, everybody used to give him 

the devil. [laughs] He used to sing that song, I am the lone pine, that McKenzie guy used to sing 

over Boston, over the Bangor Inn. “I am the lone pine mountaineer. Come out and listen to me 

while he’s singing play for you. I am the lone pine mountaineer.”   Oh, dear. 

 

Dudley:       But he wasn’t any good. 

 

Dougherty:           Well, not that guy. But I think that guy that sang over the radio was 

named McKenzie. Ken McKenzie, I think. 

 

Dudley:       So, so, so you didn’t have like a theater group. You didn’t put on plays at your 

camp. 

 

Dougherty:           No. All the camps were different. I mean . . .  

 

Dudley:       That’s the impression I’m getting. 

 

Dougherty:           As far as, you know what I mean? 

Dudley:       Yes. 
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Dougherty:           Some camps would have, probably have plays . They probably have, I 

was looking in the paper the other day, oh, the last month’s paper. One camp had a group that 

played while they were having the meals.  

 

Dudley:       No kidding.    

 

Dougherty:           What the devil happened to that? This is it right here. I just got it the other 

day. 

 

Dudley:       Was that a camp in Maine? 

 

Dougherty:           No, this is, I forget where it is. But just to show you that, they. Where the 

devil are they? The different activities they had. Here’s a picture of a guy here being interviewed 

for a role in the movies. Where the devil is that group that...there it is, right there. I went right by 

it. Right there. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, right. OK, it’s a picture of a band of young men who’ve got guitars and it 

looks like a trumpet. And this is at Camp Wickiup (?), which is where? 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, probably out in the Midwest somewhere. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           But you see this? This section here, this Happy Days, that was a 

newspaper. That we got, all the, it covered all the camps all over the United States. 

 

Dudley:       So Happy Days was the name . .   
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Dougherty:           Different little articles, they’d send them in, yes. 

 

Dudley:       Of the newspaper. OK. And that was a, this is a national newspaper, the Happy 

Days .But was Happy Days a national newspaper? 

 

Dougherty:           Well that was, yes, that was the title of the newspaper for all the camps, 

all the United States. 

 

Dudley:       Got it. 

 

Dougherty:           Matter of fact, I got one of the copies in here, original copies, somewhere. 

 

Dudley:       Well we’d like to take a picture of that eventually. 

 

Dougherty:           See if I got here... 

 

Dudley:       Well while you’re looking for it, it looks like that there’s a, is that 

 

Dougherty:           There it is, here. Thanksgiving. 

 

Dudley:       Thanksgiving was the name of the paper? 

 

Dougherty:           No, it came out for the Thanksgiving 

 

Dudley:       OK. Oh, so, all right 

 

Dougherty:           Celebration. 
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Dudley:          Oh, so I’m holding in my hands an actual copy of the 1938, November 19, 

1938, edition of Happy Days, for the CCC, by the CCC. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And, wow, this is, it’s a thick newspaper, too. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And did people from all of the camps then submit articles? 

 

Dougherty:           There might, there are articles in there probably from different camps all 

over the country. 

 

Dudley:       Good. Well I’d like to take a look at this in detail at some point. I’m looking at 

the top of your scrapbook, here. This crest, this sort of patch here 

 

Dougherty:           That’s the insignia. CCC insignia. 

 

Dudley:       OK. So it’s something that’s about two inches in diameter. It’s got a gold 

background, and it has a sort of bucolic, well, a forest scene on the edge of a lake with some 

pines on each side. And then a lake represented in the middle. And then three large Cs connected 

to each other in a sort of semi-circle at the top of the crest. And that’s all in green. 

 

Dougherty:           Those were the colors. Green and . . . 

 

Dudley:       Green and gold. Yes. Now were those just the colors of your camp, or were those 

the national colors? 
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Dougherty:           That was for the whole United States, yes. 

 

Dudley:       So everybody, everybody that was in the CCC had a patch like that. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, they wore it on their shoulder, yes. 

Dudley:       Now when you said that there was a cap that had an orange patch, what was, how 

was that 

 

Dougherty:           Well that was at the Mystic, the national convention in Mystic, 

Connecticut, last year. Fellows came from all, the rest of the, the rest of the states. And they 

congregated there and had a convention. 

 

Dudley:       So was that a newer patch? 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t know. I was surprised to see that. I thought that was the color of, 

that was our color, and I thought that was statewide. State side wide. All the states. 

 

Dudley:       That will be something to ask. Can we, now I’d like to get into the educational 

part of it. You said that, you were talking about the camp having a library. 

  

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And could you tell me where the books came from and what kinds of books there 

were? 

 

Dougherty:           Well I imagine that a lot of them came from, see we, we were in the first 

corps area. Just like the army, the first, second, third corps area all through the United States. The 



Ron Dougherty   NA2626    Tape 1909, Side A    pg. 26  

states were all divided up in corps. And we, the headquarters in Fort Devens, Massachusetts. So I 

imagine a lot of our, all our supplies and materials came through Fort Devens. And it would 

come to over to Fort Williams here in Portland. And then it would be distributed otherwise. And 

I imagine most of it was requested by the educational advisor. 

 

Dudley:       I see. So he would, he would request the titles and then get them through Fort 

Devens. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       So what sort of books did you have? 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, gee, it’s so long ago. Well, there would probably be a lot there on 

sports. And I don’t think there was any love stories there. But, whatever books were popular in 

those days? It was so long ago, I can’t remember. 

 

Dudley:       So you don’t remember a favorite book that you had that you read at camp. 

 

Dougherty:           No. No I don’t. 

 

Dudley:       And were there magazines? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, they had magazines there. 

 

Dudley:       OK. So the library had books and magazines in it. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. 
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Dudley:       And the library was in the educational building? And was it like a separate room? 

Or was it just a corner with some book shelves? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I think it was, but at the same time, I faintly remember that that’s 

where the mimeograph machine was in there and there was a typewriter there. 

 

Dudley:       Was the educational building, I understand that the buildings were all the same 

size. Is that all the same size and shape? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, they were. You can take and look at the pictures and you can see. I 

don’t remember the exact dimensions, but, if a guy was a carpenter there, he could probably tell 

you. 

 

Dudley:       So, so, the building as you remember it, the educational building, was just a 

rectangular building. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. OK. We’re looking at the picture of the camp again. 

 

Dougherty:           See here’s, here’s the road that comes inside in, goes around this way. 

 

Dudley:          OK, we’re looking at a picture of the camp in front of, what’s the name of this 

mountain again? 

 

Dougherty:           This is Cadillac Mountain. 

 

Dudley:       That’s Cadillac Mountain. And 
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Dougherty:           And that’s Eagle Lake 

 

Dudley:       To the left 

 

Dougherty:           And that’s Eagle Lake below it. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Eagle Lake stretches from side to side of the picture. Cadillac Mountain is 

off to the left. And the mountain that’s off to the right is, McFadden, or whatever it was on the 

map? 

 

Dougherty:           No. McFarland Mountain is right here. 

 

Dudley:       McFarland Mountain. We don’t see it. 

 

Dougherty:           And it wasn’t a mountain that high, either. 

Dudley:       OK. So we’ll have to check on the map to see what the other mountain is that’s 

next to Cadillac.  Is that Bubble? 

 

Dougherty:           Is there something, this is Eagle Lake. It might be Eagle Mountain or 

something like that. 

 

Dudley:       OK, OK. We’ll have to look on the map then. 

 

Dougherty:           But see here is . . .  

 

Dudley:       And the camp is right here in front of the lake. 
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Dougherty:           Yes. You come down this road. This is the main highway goes across, it’s 

not a highway, it was a road at the time. 

 

Dudley:       OK. The main road goes across the bottom. 

 

Dougherty:           Right there is the forestry office and the army office. In back of that was 

the rec. hall. See that long building there? 

 

Dudley:       OK. We’re looking at a series of long buildings that are on the main road. 

 

Dougherty:           This is where the ball field used to be. 

Dudley:       And the ball field . . . . 

 

Dougherty:           See the wood down here? 

 

Dudley:       Now wait a minute, hold on here now. This black thing here. 

 

Dougherty:           That’s forest. 

 

Dudley:       This is forest. OK 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       So the ball field is between the buildings and the forest. All right. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. And you go down around here, this goes down in a complete 

circle and comes back out this road here. 
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Dudley:       And this road that he’s talking about circles a big complex of long, rectangular 

buildings. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Now, this is, this first building is a mess hall. And then there’s four 

barracks. 

 

Dudley:       OK. The building closest to the road is the mess hall. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. And then along, there’s like barracks one, two, three and four. 

 

Dudley:       And these are all lined up parallel behind the mess hall. 

 

Dougherty:           And then the last building is next to, the last building is the dispensary. 

And then the next one after that is the officers’ quarters.  

 

Dudley:       OK, now, the road. 

 

Dougherty:   And that building right there is the educational building right there. 

 

Dudley:   OK, now, the road actually circles down behind the dispensatory.  

 

Dougherty:           Goes around here and comes between those two buildings. 

 

Dudley:       It comes between the educational building and the dispensatory.  

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Now down back here is the forestry department has a place they kept 

all the tools. 
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Dudley:       OK, and that’s in back of the education building. And where was the officers’ 

building again? 

 

Dougherty:           It was the very last building. Here. 

 

Dudley:          Oh, it’s before the road, then. 

 

Dougherty:           Well, the road goes around between that and the educational building. 

 

Dudley:       So the last building isn’t the dispensary, then. It’s the officers’ quarters. Where’s 

the dispensary? 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t know. It’s either, that’s either, that’s either the dispensary or the 

officers’ building. Or the officers’ building is in between that and . . .  

 

Dudley:       OK. OK. But then on the other side of the road it’s the education building. 

 

Dougherty:           Over here is the supply room.  

 

Dudley:       OK. To the right of all of those buildings is the supply room. 

 

Dougherty:           And then down in back here is the latrine. 

 

Dudley:       And way in the woods is the latrine. That was a long hike in the middle of the 

night, wasn’t it? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, from here to here. Had to have good kidneys. [laughs] But anyway, 

all down through here was the carriage roads. 
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Dudley:       OK. Now you’re looking at the woods that are between the camp and the lake. 

All carriage roads in there.  

 

Dougherty:           It’s a short jaunt between, to get on the carriage. That’s one thing, we 

used to go snow shoeing there. I forgot all about it.  We used to. 

 

Dudley:       On the carriage roads. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, snow shoeing. We had skis in the winter time. And the guys used to 

ski up here on McFarland Mountain. As you can see, it was pretty, we had an old tow rope here 

they used to pull themselves up. They used to get up here. 

 

Dudley:       Did the tow rope run on a machine like it 

 

Dougherty:           Just an old wheel with an old motor on it, you know. One of the first ones 

they ever made. Not only that but an interesting, too, that this McFarland, there was a farm, 

people living there. And sometime, some of the boys used to take the laundry over there and 

she’d do the laundry for them for 15, 20 cents a load. 

 

Dudley:       Really. 

 

Dougherty:           Boy, you’re really digging in my mind here, aren’t you? 

 

Dudley:       Well, pictures really help. OK. So we talked about books and magazines. 

 

Dougherty:           Now that’s another part of recreation there. Snow shoeing. I used to go 

down there snow shoeing. And we used to go down there jogging, too. 
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Dudley:       Really, Jogging then. 

 

Dougherty:           Rockefeller’s carriage roads. 

 

Dudley:       Now where did you get your snow shoes? 

 

Dougherty:           The army had them. All army issue.  

 

Dudley:       OK. So you borrowed them. And that was the same with skis? 

 

Dougherty:           Skis, too, yes. 

Dudley:       Describe the skis. 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, they’re big long old things, you stick your toe in them. And your feet 

would go. No straps or anything. Just more or less your toe. Some of the guys would take a piece 

of rawhide and tie it onto the strap and around the back of the heel so that, you know when you 

lift your heel up that you can kind of pick the ski up and turn it with 

 

Dudley:       And what did you use for poles? Did you use poles? 

 

Dougherty:           We never used poles, no. We spent most of the time on our rear ends. 

 

Dudley:       [laughs] Well, but then, that’s not what you used for downhill skiing, was it? Did 

you used to use those? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, the guys, the kids, most of the guys that came from Aroostook 

County, they were pretty good skiers. And they used to, I never went over McFarland Mountain. 
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I used to go along the carriage road because I wasn’t that good. But those kids could really ski. 

They’d go up that mountain they’d come down that thing with just the toes in those skis like 

nothing. 

 

Dudley:       And no poles. 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I don’t remember them having poles. I don’t even remember seeing 

a pole around there. 

Dudley:       Oh, good for them. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. They might have had poles, but I don’t recollect. Yes, Yes, I used to, 

me and Arthur Hale and I, we used to go snow shoeing down there. And in good weather we’d 

go down jogging. I told that to the fellow that, I had a contact who put the plaque there in Bar 

Harbor. What the devil is his name? He’s still there, I think. Oh, yes, he says, the carriage roads 

are still there. They keep them up. 

 

Dudley:       Getting back to the educational area, you said that you were aware that there were 

people that learned to read and write at camp. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       How many people, when you were there, you think,  learned to read and write? 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, I don’t know. 

 

Dudley:       Was it a lot? 
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Dougherty:           Out of about 200 guys. When I got there, a lot of the guys that were in 

there when I was in there had already graduated from high school. But before me, there were 

guys that couldn’t read and write. And they, they used to teach them how to read and write there. 

But I, there wasn’t too many, maybe a dozen or half a dozen, something like that. But they were, 

you know, of course they were, they were kind of, what’s the word I want, shy, they didn’t want 

people to know they couldn’t read and write. A lot of them used to fake it, you know. And when 

they were studying to learn to read and write, they didn’t talk about it too much. Because it was 

kind of personal with them. It was a personal thing. 

 

Dudley:       And who, was it the educational director that taught the reading and writing?  

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Now who was in charge of writing and editing the camp newspaper? 

 

Dougherty:           He was. 

 

Dudley:       He was.  

 

Dougherty:  Yes. 

 

Dudley:   OK. 

 

Dougherty:           We had, we had reporters, and each, each barrack had a reporter. If 

something news worthy, they would write it up and he’d help them form it up and then once it 

was all set I’d type it up and put it on the old machine, mimeograph machine, and crank it out. I 

got one here. I got a paper here. I’m sure I have. I call my wife a ratpack, but I don’t know of 

anybody that’s worse than I am. There it is right there. 
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Dudley:       Oh yes. Wow, that’s a real mimeographed newsletter. 

 

Dougherty:           Is my name in there somewhere? 

 

Dudley:       Yes, there you go. Features. Ronald Dougherty. Under staff. 

 

Dougherty:           There you are. That’s the camp paper. 

 

Dudley:      Yes.  Now, and you said that came out weekly? 

 

Dougherty:           Ah, let’s see. 

 

Dudley:       Or monthly? 

 

Dougherty:           The Acadian. Volume so and so 

 

Dudley:       It looks like it’s just the month. November 38. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, monthly. Yes. 154 company. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. So, and, it looks like your credited with that drawing on the front. 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, yes. Could be. 

 

Dudley:       And so you’re an artist as well as a writer. 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t remember doing that, though. 
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Dudley:       Sketch of some tree, some leafless trees in November. 

 

Dougherty:           I haven’t looked at this for so long. 

 

Dudley:       So there’s features here on news flashes, and advertising, and there’s a list of, 

let’s see, what have we got here? 

 

Dougherty:           You might see something about the football, not football, but basketball 

and baseball games in there, too.  

 

Dudley:       Treading the glory path.  

 

Dougherty:  There they are. 

 

Dudley:  Yes, here’s the Bar Harbor Celtics. 

Dougherty:           Celtics [laughs] 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           Northeast Harbor, Franklin, Millbridge, Northeast Harbor, Bar Harbor, 

AA. There you are. There’s the scores and everything. 

 

Dudley:       Yes.   

 

Dougherty:           You can’t beat that. 
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Dudley:       There you go. Speaking of sports. Oh, there’s a lot of teams here. That’s great. 

Tell me again the name of the educational director. 

 

Dougherty:           Walter Drohan 

 

Dudley:       Drohan. And how is that spelled? 

 

Dougherty:           D-r--o-h-a-n 

 

Dudley:       OK. Good. Just so we can get it right when we type it up. 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t know. This is the library here. 

Dudley:       Oh, something about the library. Good. 

 

Dougherty:           Walter Drohan. 

 

Dudley:       Good, good. 

 

Dougherty:           He came from Massachusetts. But before he came to our camp he was in 

the camp up in Vermont somewhere, on a big dam project. They had several camps working on a 

dam or flood project, I guess it was. And his brother was a writer for the Boston Globe. I don’t 

know what he did after he got out of the CCs. He lived in Winchester, Mass, which is kind of a 

ritzy town, you know, so he must have had a pretty good job somewhere. 

 

Dudley:       Now, let’s get on to a section called camp and town connections. And let’s see 

now, you’ve already talked about some of the recreation and entertainment that you enjoyed in 

Bar Harbor and Southwest Harbor, which were, let’s see, films, dances, concerts. What did you 
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particularly do? I know you went to boxing matches in Bar Harbor. Just go over that again. What 

did, what else did you do when you went into town? 

 

Dougherty:           We went to movies. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           And if we had money we’d have a couple of beers. But we didn’t have 

that much money. 

 

Dudley:       Was there any particular place you went to have a couple of beers? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, there was one place there, I can’t remember the name of it. We 

always seemed to wind up in there. The movie hall, the movie place is still there. We go down 

through there once. Yes, the movies, right on the main street. Right across the street. I kept 

looking for that place but it’s all changed, you know. We used to go in there, the movie, come 

out, and we’d maybe have a sandwich or a beer or something. And the trucks would be up back 

where the police station is now in the little park there. And they’d take us back to camp. 

 

Dudley:       And do you remember, what was the name of the movie, the movie hall? Is it the 

same name? 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, dear, I can’t, I can’t remember. But if I remember, it’s the same name 

today. 

 

Dudley:       Really. And the place that you stopped to get a couple of beers or a sandwich, is 

that still there, did you say? 
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Dougherty:           I don’t know whether it is or not. 

 

Dudley:       OK. It was across, across the street from the theater. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. A good place to meet girls, if they had a dance down there. 

Meet local girls. 

 

Dudley:       Did you go to dances often in town? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, I did. But it wasn’t down there. Some other place we used to go 

dancing. 

 

Dudley:       Not in Bar Harbor. Maybe in Southwest Harbor? 

 

Dougherty:           No, it was in Bar Harbor. 

 

Dudley:       It was in Bar Harbor. 

 

Dougherty:           We used to go roller skating, too, out in Trenton. Gee, I forget it all. Out 

in Trenton there was a roller skating rink there. We’d go out there and go roller skating. The 

trucks would take us. If you’d get a group together, they’d take you anywhere you’d want to go. 

 

Dudley:       How often did you go roller skating? 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, not too often. We never had that much money to spend. Even if it was 

only 25 or 30 cents, you know, when you only got five bucks a month, it don’t go very far. 

Dudley:       So, and was that a good place to meet town people then, roller skating? 
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Dougherty:           Not town people, I know, but most of the, you could meet a girl there 

once in a while. Go skating with her. Dancing. All the guys seemed to have steady girlfriends 

there. A lot of them got married. Not a lot of them, but some of them got married there. They 

married local girls. 

 

Dudley:       And then did they stay there? 

 

Dougherty:           They got, just . . .oh, I, if a guy, if somebody dies, oh, by the way, here’s 

a better picture. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, yes. Oh, good. Thank you. 

 

Dougherty:           That doesn’t have the guy in it. 

 

Dudley:       This is the picture of the statue which is going up in Augusta. 

 

Dougherty:           This fellow here, we went to his wake last week. 

 

Dudley:       William J. Hersey. 

 

Dougherty:           This fellow here. 

Dudley:       Richard Stratton. 

 

Dougherty:           He married a girl from Bar Harbor. What was her name? A widow. She’s 

. . . 

 

Dudley:       His wife. Florence Parson Stratton. 
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Dougherty:           Yes. A lot of Parsons in there. As a matter of fact, one of our foresters his 

name was Parson. Bill Parson. Gee, boy, I’m telling you. 

 

Dudley:       So, so there, so there was, CCC guys did date the local women and a couple of 

them married local women. 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, yes. Yes. Yes. They weren’t allowed to have automobiles, you know. 

But they had automobiles and they’d hide them down the woods. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, I’ve heard that story. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           They’d hide them down in the woods. Ronald O’Neill used to take us 

from Bar Harbor to Calais, Maine, when we went home for the weekend for two dollars. Down 

and back. And he’d probably have four or five in there. And I remember there was one girl who 

went to high school, we picked her up in, down around Harrington somewhere. And she was 

living, she was working as a clerk doing something.  I don’t know what the hell she was doing. 

We used to pick her up and take her down and pick her up and bring her back and drop her off 

for work for the next week. 

  

Dudley:       We’re approaching the end of this side. 

 

Dougherty:           You know, mentioning names here, I’m not going to get in any trouble if 

I mention people’s names, am I?    
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Dudley:       Well, no. No, no. It’s all part of the story. Let me turn this tape over. This is the 

end of side one for the second interview with Mr. Dougherty. 

 

[End Tape 1909, Side A. Begin Tape 1909, Side B] 

 

Dudley:       OK, this is side two of the second interview with Mr. Dougherty. Now, how often 

did you go into town? How, how, how many times a week? Once a week? Couple of times a 

week? 

 

Dougherty:           At least once a week. Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And you’ve already told me what you did there. Were there particular places 

that especially catered to CCC men? You felt comfortable going? Or they really wanted you to 

go there? 

 

Dougherty:           Well I think some of the townspeople resented us. But most of them we 

were quite friendly with them. I don’t recollect ever having any trouble with them. 

 

Dudley:       But you say that you think that there was some resentment? How did that 

manifest itself? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I don’t know, really. I wouldn’t know how to tell you. 

 

Dudley:       But you never had any uncomfortable experiences personally. 

 

Dougherty:           No. No. No. 

 

Dudley:       No fights or, or, refusing to let CCC men come in. 



 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t remember any fellow having a fight with anybody down in Bar 

Harbor. If there’s any fighting it would be between the guys themselves and they’d go down and 

put the boxing gloves on. But it didn’t, never lasted long anyway. 

 

Dudley:       OK. So it was a, you felt it was a fairly comfortable place to go. 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. It was. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And did you personally get to know any of the local people? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I did. I used to go with a girl while I was there, if that means 

anything. 

 

Dudley:       You did.  

 

Dougherty:    Yes. 

 

Dudley:    And what was her name? 

 

Dougherty:           Do I have to tell you? 

 

Dudley:       [laughs] No. OK. So, OK, was that for two years? 

 

Dougherty:           No, not that long. Maybe nine months. 

 

Dudley:       OK. But you don’t recall any other particular people that you hung out with or 

that you were friendly with. 



 

 

Dougherty:           Not downtown, no. But I did know, I knew all the foresters there. And of 

course they lived in town. Of course, when I worked out in the field I worked with them, too. 

One thing I do remember, though, is the company clerk that was before me come from Lisbon 

Falls. No. Come from, where did he come from Maine? Not Lisbon Falls. Well anyway, there 

was a company clerk before him. He was the first company clerk in the company when it was 

formed in Bar Harbor. I do know that he, when he left the CCs, he went for the, went to work for 

the dairy. Bar Harbor Dairy. And he worked there. And I used to, you know, talk to him on the 

phone once in a while. I guess when we were ordering milk or whatever, something along a bill 

or something like that. But I didn’t know that, so...he must have, if he was the first clerk there, he 

must be, must have been at least four years older than me. Maybe five. What the devil was the 

name of that town? 

 

Dudley:       You, so it sounds as though there wasn’t, aside from dating some of the local 

girls, there wasn’t a lot of mixing between the CCC men and the local community then. 

 

Dougherty:           No, there wasn’t. Not really. No. 

 

Dudley:       Did, now I’ve read something about going to church. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Would, did then, you go into church every weekend? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. We went to church every Sunday. We had a truck. We used to go to 

that, I went to the Catholic church there, right there in town, Bar Harbor. 

Dudley:       That would have been a way to meet people. 



 

 

Dougherty:           Well, we all went in and all sat together. In and out, you know. One of 

them things. We didn’t mix in with the, usually sat in the same place. 

 

Dudley:       Did, and, you didn’t, were there, there must have been church activities, like 

church suppers and things like that but you folks just didn’t do that sort of thing. 

 

Dougherty:           No. No. 

Dudley:       OK. What about the summer residents in Bar Harbor? The folks with money. Did 

you have anything to do with them? Do you remember what . . . 

 

Dougherty:          No.  Some of the fellows did. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Was there, was there, well was there any difference between how, how summer 

residents sort of related to you and local people. 

 

Dougherty:           Well the ones that were there had money. I remember we had a forest fire 

one time and there was a young fellow. He was related to the Rockefellers and the Vanderbilts or 

something like that. They were all out fighting forest fires, of course I didn’t fight forest fires. 

Because I, not that I hadn’t fought forest fire before because I did when I was up in Calais. But 

he came there one time and he come out to the group with all kinds of sandwiches and 

everything. Coffee, hot coffee and everything for them. And he was a young guy. And there was 

some woman. She must have been a writer or something. She came out there and she was 

connected with some big newspaper. I can’t remember her name. But I know that kid’s name 

was either Rockefeller or, what did I say? 

 

Dudley:       Vanderbilt? 



 

 

Dougherty:           Vanderbilt. They used to come out to the camp! Eleanor Roosevelt was 

there one time, but I wasn’t there. 

 

Dudley:       Really? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. She came there. Interviewed the guys. Wanted to know how the food 

was, if they were comfortable, clothing, and all that. Of course she was probably just for her 

husband. Keep her husband informed. Yes, she came there. I remember the guys, I didn’t see her, 

but the guys talked about her. Some of, I think some of those people used to come out and they’d 

sleep out the camp. 

 

Dudley:       There was a guest house? 

 

Dougherty:           No, not a guest house. They’d take an empty bunk in the barracks.  

 

Dudley:       Really?  

 

Dougherty:   Yes. 

 

Dudley:     Why? 

 

Dougherty:           Guys going away for the weekend. I’ll tell you another funny thing that 

happened, too, is in 1939, when the United States, when World War II started, the USS 

Mississippi, I could be wrong on this, came into Bar Harbor. And the sailors had leave. And this 

is when, you know, you start reading about, Germany invading Poland, France and all that. They 



 

would come out and stay at our camp, the guys on leave. Instead of going back to ship they could 

sleep in our bunks, empty bunks there. I’m pretty sure, USS Mississippi. 

 

Dudley:       Who arranged that? Who arranged having them stay over? 

 

Dougherty:           Well when they were on leave. They probably had a two or three day 

leave. And they could come out and they stayed at our camp. I don’t, I don’t ever remember 

seeing them in the mess hall or anything. But the USS, I’m pretty sure it was the Mississippi. 

The one, the big German battle ship that got sunk down in Buenos Aires. In Montevideo. What 

was the name of that ship? They were following that ship for the Germans. They were, they 

were, they were watching that, the, the movements of that ship. 

 

Dudley:       The US Mississippi? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes.  

     

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           Was it the Graf Spee? The Graf Spee, sunk in the harbor at Montevideo. 

The British bottled her up and sunk her. She went in there and they finished her off. So that’s 

what they were doing. They were watching that battle ship. And they were informing the British. 

 

Dudley:       So they came to Bar Harbor and they took shore leave and they came and spent a 

couple of nights at the camp. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, they could stay there. Nobody said anything to them. 

 



 

Dudley:       Now I’m fascinated, though. You’re saying that some of the young Vanderbilts 

and Roosevelts would come and spend the night at the camp. 

 

Dougherty:           There was one young fellow in particular, and there was a girl, a woman. 

She wasn’t any, she wasn’t a young girl, either. She was, at that time, she must have been in her 

forties, or between 45 or around that age. Always smoking a big long cigarette in a cigarette 

holder. 

 

Dudley:       In a cigarette holder? [laughs] 

 

Dougherty:           I remember seeing her around. 

Dudley:       So who was she? 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t know. I can’t remember her name. 

 

Dudley:       And so she would just come out and spend the night in one of the empty barracks. 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I think she might have been a friend of the commanding officer, 

let’s put it that way. 

 

Dudley:       OK. And this other young man would just take a bunk in one of the barracks. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       And how often did that happen? 

 



 

Dougherty:           Oh, not too often. It was mostly vacation time in the summer. That’s what 

it brought to my mind when you mentioned about vacation time. The summer. 

  

Dudley:       Well that’s an interesting story. It would be fun to know who those people were. 

 

Dougherty:          Yes, I know it. But I can’t remember the names. 

 

Dudley:       What did this, what did this woman look like? 

Dougherty:           Oh, she was kind of matronly looking if I remember. She wasn’t . . .  

 

Dudley:       Tall? Short? 

 

Dougherty:           Medium height. 

 

Dudley:       Plump? Slender? 

 

Dougherty:           In between slender and plump, I guess. Whatever that is. 

 

Dudley:       [laughs] That’s real helpful. What color was her hair? 

 

Dougherty:           I don’t know. 

 

Dudley:       OK. 

 

Dougherty:           I can remember she used to smoke cigarettes in a long . . .  

 

Dudley:       OK. So that’s her identifier 



 

 

Dougherty:           Cigarette holder. 

 

Dudley:       Well that would be fun to track that down. 

Dougherty:           Oh, she must be dead by now. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. Now . . . 

 

Dougherty:           Our commanding officer, he was very friendly with the people 

downtown. He made, he made friends very easy. That’s the last, the commanding, the naval 

officer that I’m talking about. Not the infantry officer. 

 

Dudley:       OK. Did, tell me his name again. 

 

Dougherty:           Peavey. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. That’s right. OK. I remember. I couldn’t remember. 

 

Dougherty:           Newell Peavey. 

  

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           He’s long gone. I know he’s dead because the day I met the educational 

advisor I asked about him, he said he died.  

 

Dudley:       Did you, were there any other townspeople that came out to the camp? 

 



 

Dougherty:           There was one, one fellow who came there. I think he was, what did he 

do? Was he a carpenter? I forget his name. 

 

Dudley:       So he came out to do some carpentry work? 

 

Dougherty:           Probably, yes. 

 

Dudley:       And, but you had carpenters at camp. 

 

Dougherty:           We had a camp carpenter, yes.  

 

Dudley:       Yes. OK. 

 

Dougherty:           He did all our carpentry work. 

 

Dudley:       So this man came out in addition . . . 

 

Dougherty:           Now, don’t forget, you had the army and you had the forestry department. 

The army had a camp carpenter to take care of the barracks buildings. The forestry carpenter 

took care of the forestry tools and things like that. Like we needed handles or whatever work had 

to be done, you know. And he was a civilian. I’m pretty sure he was a civilian. A Mitchell, a guy 

by the name of Mitchell comes to my mind. He was another forester there. Salisbury, Mitchell. 

What was the one we just mentioned a little while ago? 

Dudley:       It will come up again. So a carpenter came in from town. Was there anyone else 

that came, any people that just came to look at the place? Any people came to visit? Or any other 

work that was done? 

 



 

Dougherty:           Well not at our camp. But I know some of the camps they used to invite 

the girls out to a dance. Not ours. We didn’t do that at our camp. 

 

Dudley:       All right. 

 

Dougherty:           What the devil was his name? 

 

Dudley:       Now the last section of this interview is entitled ‘lasting impressions.’ And 

you’ve had a lot of lasting impressions as the stack of photo albums here testifies. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Tell me again now where did you go after leaving the CCC? 

 

Dougherty:           Well I went home. I was looking for a job, couldn’t find, like I said 

before, couldn’t find a job anywhere. And one of the fellows I knew in the CCs, when he left, he 

got a job up in New Hampshire. The Franklin Falls Dam. Of course, this particular construction 

company that was working in Bar Harbor building roads at the time, was from down in 

Huntington, West Virginia. And they had the contract up there build some roads. I don’t know 

exactly what roads they were. But they were in contact with the CC guys. And a couple of them 

got to know the supervisors there. So when they got out of the CCs, they went, that construction 

company hired them. And that construction company got a contract up in Franklin, New 

Hampshire, to build, there were three big contractors and this particular one happened to be one 

of them, to build a Franklin Falls Dam which was a flood project in Franklin, New Hampshire. 

And he got a job up there like as a foreman. So he and I were great friends and he, he, he sent me 

a telegram telling me he had a job for me up in New Hampshire. So my father drove me up there 

and I got a job there and I worked there in the office as timekeeper. 



 

  

Dudley:       So are you looking for a picture of the dam? 

 

Dougherty:           There’s my discharge. These are some pictures here. I want to show you 

this, you won’t believe it, but I think it’s here. I try to keep this in line so that everything would 

fall in place as it went along. There’s another one there. I hope it’s here. I thought I see it. I had a 

telegram here. That’s what I’m looking for. Let me turn, can I get over here? Probably back here 

somewhere. 

 

Dudley:       And this is the actual telegram. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Inviting you to go and work at the . . . 

 

Dougherty:           This is the, this is the card that I went, that I got to go to the CCCs, they 

notified me. Bangor, Maine, 193-- 

 

Dudley:       ‘38. 

 

Dougherty:           ‘38. April the seventh. 

 

Dudley:       It’s a yellowed postcard. 

 

Dougherty:           R and T Center, Bangor, Maine. That’s sent to my mother, telling me to 

come. Here’s me as a clerk. 

 



 

Dudley:       Mrs. Isabelle Dougherty 

 

Dougherty:           There’s the barracks. 

 

Dudley:       Well, wait, wait. We could spend a lot of time looking at these wonderful photos 

of you sitting in your uniform at this, at the desk. And describing those metal cots in the 

barracks. But. 

 

Dougherty:           That’s me there. 

 

Dudley:       That’s you sitting on a, on a . . .   

Dougherty:           Yes, that’s the  . . 

  

Dudley:       On a metal cot 

 

Dougherty:           There’s the pot-bellied stove. 

 

Dudley:       And the pot-bellied stove halfway down this very long building. 

 

Dougherty:           There’s the door that goes to the cooks, camp cooks and the mess 

steward. 

 

Dudley:       That’s right. They had a separate room at the end of the barracks. 

 

Dougherty:           And that’s the dedication. Oh, that was Bridgeton dedication. My 

discharge. When we put that plaque in Bar Harbor, Maine, you’re not allowed to put plaques in 

Bar Harbor, Maine. It’s a National Park. We had to get special permission to do it, and we had 



 

to, I had to do a lot of correspondence to get it. And this is the one here that, that gives us the 

OK. United States Department of the Interior gave its OK to do it. See they don’t allow any 

monuments or anything in Bar Harbor unless it pertains to the park itself. Where the devil is that 

. . . I know it’s in here. Falling apart, some of this stuff. Oh, here’s some guys that left. Happy 

farewell. 

 

Dudley:       We’re looking at a list from the Acadian newspaper 

 

Dougherty:           Ronald Davis, Travis Davis, Ronald Dougherty, Spike Havey, Edwin 

Nadeu, Ron O’Neil. Simmon, Vegan, Vannett, Pouche, Deeve, Deveau, Ellis, I remember him. 

Burton. A lot of gang. Up from, those guys came down and couldn’t even speak English. 

 

Dudley:       From the County. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, up in Aroostook County. 

 

Dudley:       There’s a lot of French names here. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes there are. I got to find that telegram here somewhere, I know it’s in 

here. These are the books that they gave you. 

 

Dudley:       We’re looking at a green handbook and a beige handbook. ‘A Handbook for 

Enrollees.’ That everyone was issued when you came into the CCC? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, I believe so, yes. This is the 50th anniversary of the CCC.  

 



 

Dudley:       Commemorative postcard or stamps. No, these are the commemorative stamps. 

Oh, this is, well, we’ve got to go through this notebook page by page. 

 

Dougherty:           See, this is the road that comes out. And I went down there with Lee and I 

one time. Beautiful setting. 

Dudley:       We’re looking at photographs, modern photographs, of the Acadia National Park. 

 

Dougherty:           Where the hell is that . . . It’s got to be here. I went crazy looking for that 

tape. Here’s the dedication. There’s the park superintendent there. This guy’s a candidate. Where 

the hell is my telegram? I was looking at it the other day. 

 

Dudley:       Well you’ll probably find it after I leave. 

 

Dougherty:           I thought it was in this book. There it is! 

 

Dudley:       OK Western Union. Job here for you checking time. $25 per week. All summer 

job starting immediately. Wire me care Salmons. Robertson-Henry Company. When can be 

here? Luger Doucet. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Luger. 

 

Dudley:       Luger. Oh. Job accepted. Leaving immediately. So, and that was dated June 3, 

let’s see, what was the year? 

 

Dougherty:          It must have been 1940. 

       

Dudley:       1940. So you took off immediately for New Hampshire to be a timekeeper. 



 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, I wasn’t home long. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           I grabbed it. First thing. There was nothing around where I was. Either 

that or go in the army. As a matter of fact, between that and the time I got that card there, this 

fellow, another friend of mine, Willy Beharr,         he just, he came back from serving two 

years in Hawaii. If you served two years it was equal to a full four years if you served overseas. 

And he couldn’t find a job, either. So he and I hitch hiked from Calais to Bangor to join the 

Navy. They were looking for guys for Navy. And he just got out of the Army and they turned 

him down. Too much overbite in his teeth. They turned me down because I was five pounds 

overweight. A couple of years later, they took you like that. All they wanted was bodies anyway. 

 

Dudley:       So after you left the CCC, you went to work at this, this dam project. 

 

Dougherty:           Salmon. 

 

Dudley:       And then you joined the navy. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. No, I worked there and when the job was over for the summer I 

saved my money and I went to, over to Mass trade shop and learned how to do, how to weld. 

And then I went from there I went to Ringe Tech in Cambridge, Mass, and took up machine 

work. And while I was there, G. E. started to hire, so they sent some of us down there and I got 

hired down there as a welder. And I worked for G. E. until I retired. And then, I was only there, 

they hired us to build a new building in Everett, Mass. They were going to build superchargers 

for the Air Force. They built these superchargers would take a plane up 35,000 feet and they 



 

couldn’t hit them, you know.  The guns wouldn’t go that high. But they’d just opened the plant 

up and I only worked there maybe less than a year, and there were guys joining the navy. So I 

went and joined the Navy. 1942. I spent four years in the Navy. 

 

Dudley:       And then when you were working at G. E., you were working in Massachusetts. 

You were living in Massachusetts. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Yes. 

 

Dudley:       Which town? 

 

Dougherty:           I was, we lived in Cambridge, Mass. And then when I got married we 

bought a house and moved out to Woburn. 

 

Dudley:       And then when did you move up to Maine? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I owned that place, I built that place over there. 

 

Dudley:       Across the street from this house. 

 

Dougherty:           Across the street. And 

 

Dudley:       Isn’t that directly on the lake? 

 

Dougherty:        No, no, it’s not. We’re the second street back. 

 

Dudley:       OK 



 

 

Dougherty:           And I bought that land and I bought this land here. And I figured that 

when I retired I would just put a platform here and get a Winnebago and travel and just put it 

here for the summer and put the septic system in and just have a well and take off. But I didn’t. 

My father and mother lived there for four years until my father passed away over there. And then 

when he passed away I, we didn’t feel like coming up anymore. So we sold it. And then after a 

year or so of selling it, I was going itchy, so I said, to my son, I says, let’s go up to Maine and 

we’ll build a place on that lot up there. So he and I came up. He was just a kid. And he worked 

with me. The two of us worked together and we built this place. So, actually, we’ve been coming 

up here since about 1969 or something like that. Around ’69. 33 years. I retired at 60. We came 

here, we figured we’d do it anyway. We came up here and between that time my son got married 

and he bought our house in Woburn and we moved up here. Since then, he’s taken the top off, 

put four, we had a ranch house. They took, put four bedroom, two baths upstairs. So they’ve got 

a much bigger house. 

 

Dudley:       Yes, I should say so. Now I know that you’ve spoken of your military experience 

earlier when I spoke with you before. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

Dudley:       You, you gave me a lot of details about that. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 

 



 

Dudley:       And, and then you went to work for G. E., you said. Can you talk a little bit about 

how you thought your CCC experience influenced your career path in any way? Did you feel as 

though it had an impact on it or gave you a direction? 

 

Dougherty:           Well I, I think the CCCs was the greatest thing in the world. 

 

Dudley:       And why was that? 

 

Dougherty:           Because it was a big help to guys like me. I mean, it really was made for 

people that were like on relief rolls. But when they got, they absorbed all those people, there was 

still us guys that didn’t have jobs. And they started taking people like me in. A lot of them. You 

know, I mean, they were caught in between. You know, they weren’t starving to death, they were 

caught in between the poor and the ones that were working. So if you don’t have a job, it ain’t 

going to be long before you’re going to be on welfare. 

So I think it was great. It was, it taught us how to get along with people. Showed us what 

the rest of the world was like. We probably would have been, people up there had been in Calais, 

Maine, hadn’t never left it since the day they were born and I bet you could find a lot of towns, 

all over the United States. They got out around, see how the other people live, and you learn how 

to get along with people, you learn how to get along with fellow, fellow CC boy, and you picked 

up a lot of education that way. College of hard knocks, they called it. 

 

Dudley:       You talked about some of the doors that were opened to you in the 

military. That was a great story about how you got that job. But did you meet people in the 

camps who became important connections for you later on in life? 

 

Dougherty:           Well that young fellow there Doucet, he was now, he got me that 

job and I worked with him up there that summer. And he got his brother a job and we had to 



 

board out. We lived at a boarding house. And one day I was, of course, I was the timekeeper, had 

to go down check the time, see who was on the job and check them in, check them out, make pay 

rolls, keep track of all the drilling they did and the amount of material they hauled and 

everything like that. A couple of times I looked out and I see a guy, ‘Hi Ronald! How are you?’ 

Friend I knew, looking for a job. So I talked to the boss and I got them a job. Two guys. 

One guy’s name was Wheelock. Another kid was, kid by the name of Redmon. They both got 

jobs. They never forgot me. And I was surprised, you know, being way up there, it seemed kind 

of an out of the way place, and people that you know, were in the CCs with, they were looking 

for jobs, they were going all over the state looking for jobs. 

 

Dudley:       Did you have any lasting friendships? People that were your friends in 

camp that have stayed friends your whole life? 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, Ron O’Neill and I are still good friends to this day. We see 

each other every year. That’s one guy that I know of. 

 

Dudley:       And was that, did you, were you living near each other? Or did you just 

keep in touch through letters? 

 

Dougherty: Well, of course, the war separated everybody, you know. Everybody went 

helter skelter here and there and, but after the war was over, we more or less kept in touch with 

each other again. He married a local girl up there, and he was working in Connecticut. 

 

Dudley:  Up, up where? 

 

Dougherty:           In Calais. 

 



 

Dudley:       Oh. OK. 

 

Dougherty:           But he, they, everybody had to leave the state of Maine or you’d 

starve to death. I mean, things are, people don’t realize how bad things were in this state. I 

remember when I was a kid, just in high school, I used to hear the guys talking about they’d go 

out in the woods and they’d cut a cord of cord wood with a bucksaw and an axe, and they’d get 

two dollars for a cord of wood. And they had to limb it, stump it and pile it up. People would go 

pick blueberries. They’d go up in Aroostook picking potatoes. They’d go fishing. It was tough. 

And they had families. And they’d go down to the railroad tracks, pick up coal. 

Take it home, they’d take it down and sell it for 50 cents a bag. Of course they’d cut their 

own cord wood and everything. It was so bad that I remember the government sent in a car load 

of grapefruit down there one time. And people going down with meal, meal sacks, getting a 

whole sack of grapefruit so they wouldn’t get the rickets. The guys, the people working there, 

like customs immigration officers, government jobs, border patrol. People worked for the city, 

the town, they had jobs. They were getting along fine. 

But the people were caught in the middle. The people that, you know, that, they had a 

shoe factory there. That closed up. They had a fertilizer factory. That closed up. They’d go up in 

Canada, work in the mill in Canada, but if there come a lay off, the Americans were the first ones 

to get laid off. And those guys would go out in the woods. They didn’t have insulated boots like 

they got today and insulated clothes. They had old gum rubbers with water in them, get into 

them, leak, and old clothes. Old army clothes, whatever they could get. Terrible. They were 

some hard times. When they’d get the good times, they’d sure forget about the hard times. 

 

Dudley:       Yes. 

 

Dougherty:           Can you imagine raising kids down there? Some of them. Gee, the 

old houses, old drafty old houses they lived in. They couldn’t afford to fix them up. Their little 



 

gardens. Try to make a few cucumbers or tomatoes. That’s Washington County. Not an awful lot 

better today. 

 

Dudley:       Well, yes, that’s true. That’s true. 

 

Dougherty:           Washington County is a forgotten county in the state of Maine. 

But they got a couple politicians there now. They’re really trying to help. They’re getting some 

things in there, but. Most of the people left there. When I think of people that used to live there, 

now they’re up in Massachusetts. Or they’re in California. You read the, I get the, see the death 

notices. California, here and there. People I knew that left. They did all right after they left. But 

if they stayed there, they would have wound up in jail or criminals or something. I was lucky. I 

got out of there in time. 

 

Dudley:      What, this is the last question, this is sort of a thought question. What 

values, or approach to work or life do you think you acquired through the CCC? 

 

Dougherty:           What quality? 

 

Dudley:       What values, did you acquire any values through that experience? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I would think so. Yes, I guess so. Well, I know the value of 

getting a job and hanging on to it. Not getting fired, for one thing. Mind your own business and 

do your work and do the best work you can. And try to get ahead.  

 

Dudley:       That’s pretty good values. 

 



 

Dougherty:           Save your money. Don’t spend it poorly. Pay your bills. Don’t go 

in debt. Count your pennies. You probably know all those things. 

 

Dudley:       Well they’re still valuable today. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes they are. They’re important. Kids today, they live high off the 

hog. And they don’t know where the next buck is coming from, I guess. Ma and Pa’s around, but 

when Ma and Pa’s gone, who’s going to take care of them? They’ll collapse. I hate like hell to 

see the country go in another war with the kids they got today. There are some good ones out 

there. But these guys with the rings in the nose and the belly button and the girls with the things 

on their bubbies and, that’s what we got. 

 

Dudley:       Yes, well. Is there any, any final thing that you want to say about the CCC 

before we stop this part of the interview? 

 

Dougherty:           Any what? 

 

Dudley:       Any last thing you want to say about, about your experience, before we 

close this part of the interview. 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I’d say, next to World War II, that the CCs were the greatest 

experience I had in my life. 

 

Dudley:       Good. OK. 

 

Dougherty:           And I think they should bring it back. Bring it back. 

 



 

Dudley:       I’ve heard that from . . . 

 

Dougherty:           Even if they have to put the women in. 

 

Dudley:       Even if they have to put the women in. [laughs] You know, each man that 

I’ve talked to so far has said the same thing, that it was the greatest experience that they’ve had. 

 

Dougherty:           It was. It was. 

 

Dudley:       And that they wish it would come back. 

 

Dougherty:           You can’t, sometimes you can’t describe it. There’s things that’s 

in here, you can’t get them out. It was. Everybody was friendly. Got along. We had good 

officers. And a lot of guys come in that didn’t know what a square meal was. I have one article 

there says, ‘Geez! I get three meals a day! I never heard of it!’  You ought to read some of the 

stories they put in those papers.  

 

Dudley:       Yes.  

 

Dougherty:   The monthly papers. 

 

Dudley:      I’ll do that. Let me ask you something. It was a great experience for the 

young men who went into the CCC. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. 

 



 

Dudley:       What about the people who got, who were left at home? The families of 

these men? 

 

Dougherty:           It saved a lot of families. 

 

Dudley:       Did it. 

 

Dougherty:           A lot of families. 

 

Dudley:       In what way? 

 

Dougherty:           In what way is it that they could, the mother was home and the 

father wasn’t working, and that 25 bucks a month saved the family. In other words, they had 

some money to buy some groceries. They could probably pay the rent. They didn’t, I don’t think 

they saved any money. A lot of people, you get one fellow says, just imagine if a mother had two 

sons in the CCs. That’s 50 dollars a month coming home. Fifty bucks a month. 

 

Dudley:       So it was generally, the habit was that the young men then would send 

most of their money home. That’s just what everybody expected to do. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes, we got 30 bucks a month. 30 dollars a month. And we got 

five, and 25 went home. 

 

Dudley:       And did the camp send the money home or did you send it home? 

 

Dougherty:           Uncle Sam sent it home. I used to make the payrolls out and pay 

day they’d only get the five bucks. But they had to sign the payroll and the mother, father, 



 

whoever it was, the name was right there and the address. That’s where Uncle Sam sent it, the 

check. We didn’t touch that. All we handled was the five dollars a month. We used to go down to 

the bank, I remember going to Bar Harbor, go down and make the payroll. And if they owed any 

money, it was taken out right there. 

If they owed any canteen money, like, they had these chips, they called them, if you need 

it you could get probably 50 cents worth of chips or something like that for a candy bar or maybe 

a pack of. They didn’t encourage smoking in the CCs, I’ll say that. I think, if I remember right, 

you had to smoke on the quiet, on the QT. You couldn’t sit in the office and smoke. You 

couldn’t smoke in the barracks. 

 

Dudley:       Really? 

 

Dougherty:           No. I don’t remember ever smoking in the barracks. 

 

Dudley:       You had to smoke outside? 

 

Dougherty:           Well, I didn’t smoke much. But, I do remember smoking, but I 

don’t ever remember sitting at my desk and smoking. Or smoking in the barracks. Or smoking in 

the mess hall. No, I think that was a no no. 

 

Dudley:       Or the rec. room? 

 

Dougherty:           No, I don’t. They weren’t allowed to have cars, but a lot of them 

did. They weren’t allowed to get married, either, but guys got married. 

 

Dudley:       Oh, secretly, while they were in the CCCs? 

 



 

Dougherty:           No. They got married and they lived downtown. They didn’t stay 

at the camp. But most of the guys that got married were making $45 a month. So, really, you 

could get by with, if you, $45 a month pretty good in those days. 

Dudley:       Well, so, but, was that then OK for them if they were making that much 

money to get married and live in town? Or was that 

 

 

Dougherty:           Well, they looked the other way, I think. Because they were, some 

of them were key men, I mean they were like, well, like, Doucet now, he lived in the barracks. 

He didn’t get married. But this fellow here that passed away, he married down there and he lived 

downtown. He did all right for himself, too, if you read what happened to him and the other 

CCCs there, on the death notices there. He did fine. He was a nice guy. I remember him. 

 

Dudley:       So you felt that not only was the CCCs good for the young men but it was 

also good for the families. 

 

Dougherty:           Oh, definitely. Oh, definitely. 

 

Dudley:       So it benefited everybody. 

 

Dougherty:           Yes. Oh, sure. Yes. Yes. Oh yes. 

 

Dudley:       Good. 

 

Dougherty:           I can remember, there was a family in town and, when you’re 

young, you know, you hear things and you pick them up and they stay with you. Different old 

things that were said. There was a guy there, an elderly man in town. And he had two sons that 



 

were killed in World War II. And he got their, what was it, when they got killed they got 

insurance like we did. We had $10,000 insurance that would go to the survivors. He had two 

sons getting a check. They were, I don’t think the guy ever worked after that. But he had a home 

and a wife and he had a couple young boys that I know of. He used to, ‘oh Jesus,’ he says, ‘I 

wish they  had a couple more.’ You know. ‘Wish they had a couple more.’ So that would be 

more money for him. What a wacky thing to say. 

 

Dudley:       Well, thank you very much. Let’s end this interview. This is the end of the 

second interview with Mr. Dougherty. 

 

[End Tape 1909, Side B. End Session II]       
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[Begin Tape 1940, Side A. Begin Session] 

 

ANU DUDLEY:     This is an interview for the CCC oral history project. I’m in the home of 

Ron Dougherty. This is Tuesday, June 26. And participating in the interview is Jamie Moreira. 

And I am Anu Dudley doing the interview. 

 

RON DOUGHERTY:     I can turn some lights on. 

 

DUDLEY:     Go ahead. 

 

JAMIE MOREIRA:     Check one two, check one two, OK. I just want to read this 

bibliographic reference. This is by Austin H. Wilkins. And the reference  is Ten Million Acres of 

Timber: The Remarkable Story of Forest Protection in the Maine Forestry District, 1909 to 

1972. And it’s published by TVW Books, Woolwich, Maine, 1978. [tape cuts off, resumes] 

When you started it, where the photographs and materials came from? 

 

DUDLEY:     You want to repeat that question again and say what you’re looking at? 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes. Are we rolling? 

 

DUDLEY:     Yes. 

 

 

MOREIRA:    Sorry. What I have here is a blue scrapbook, probably about 18 by 14. And it 

has photographs and other newspaper clippings and various other memorabilia that Mr. 
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Dougherty has put together. And I just want to ask you a bit about how you put this together, 

when you put it together, and anything you can tell me about the creation of this scrapbook. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, what started it all is I had a lot of these pictures in envelopes put 

away. And I figured that I’d start a scrapbook and put them in there so they would be more 

protected. But I don’t know exactly when I started it. Probably about the time that I joined the 

national association of CCCs. Because that’s what raised my interest in doing it. 

 

MOREIRA:    Roughly when would that be? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, let’s see, this is 201. Oh, probably, well, I can tell you better by these 

pictures here. About 1985. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Now, can you tell me, this is on the inside front cover, there is a series of, 

looks like supply and forestry room , and this is from the 154th. Not Southwest Harbor? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s Bar Harbor. 

 

MOREIRA:     Bar Harbor. So which buildings are we looking at here? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     This is the forestry office here. And this is part of the supply room. And 

this is supply room, and this is supply room, and this is down at one of the lakes we used to go 

swimming, I forget the name of it right now. But I was company clerk for a while. And then I 

became a supply sergeant. What happened is that the supply sergeant, they made him the senior 

leader. They moved me from the office down there and I broke in another fellow to take the 

company clerk’s job. Young fellow from Princeton, Maine. His name was Lawrence 

McCannell(?) 

 

MOREIRA:     McCannell? (?) 
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DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Just for the record, what years are we talking about here? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well I was in from ’80, I was in two years. From ’88, to ’40. 

 

MOREIRA:     ‘38 to ‘40. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     ‘38 to ‘40. I’ll get it right. 

 

MOREIRA:     And so did you start off as supply clerk? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No I didn’t. I worked out in the field, down in the nurseries for a while. 

And then they were looking for somebody that could type write. And I went down and worked 

for the park naturalist down in Bar Harbor itself. The office was located underneath the library in 

Bar Harbor. 

 

MOREIRA:     And could you tell me a little bit about the nurseries? Where were they? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I don’t know. They were down in Bar Harbor itself, just on the outskirts. 

But I’ve forgotten exactly where they were. 

 

MOREIRA:     As you come down the hill from where the McFarland camp was? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. It was more or less down in town. If you visit where the park, national 

park office are, in downtown Bar Harbor-- 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes. Yes. 
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DOUGHERTY:     I don’t, I think they’ve moved out of there since then. But they were right 

downtown. And it wasn’t far from there. It was down in the town area somewhere. It wasn’t too 

far outside of town.  

 

MOREIRA:     And did they have greenhouses down there? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They had outside plantings. And they did have greenhouses, yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     And what kinds of things were they growing? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, gee whiz, they was growing all kinds of shrubbery and trees and 

flowers. Because we used to go down to Sieur de Monts Springs and plant flowers there in the 

spring. 

 

MOREIRA:     Do you know if they were trying to grow only plants that were native to the 

area, or were they trying to bring, introduce things as well? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No, just all native plants, yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     So they were very careful about doing that? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     And how many plants, any idea of the volume of the plants that was produced 

there? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Not really, no. No, I wasn’t there that long. 

 

MOREIRA:     And what would your duties have been down there? 
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DOUGHERTY:     Well, we were digging up shrubberies and bagging them. And wherever 

they went. If I worked down in the nurseries, probably a group would take them out in the field 

and plant them like down in Sieur du Monts Springs or one of those places there. 

 

MOREIRA:     So you just get them ready for the other crews to take 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. But I did plant some there at the beginning. I think I worked down in 

Sieur du Monts Springs planting flowers. Because I remember the guys were building a little 

bridge there. And then I went from there to the nurseries. And then I went from the nurseries to, 

with the park naturalist. Mr. Sullivan, his name was. Finally came to me. 

 

MOREIRA:     The naturalist was Mr. Sullivan? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Now, Sieur du Monts, were all the buildings that are there now, were they 

there at that time? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I haven’t been there in the last few years, but there was a big rotunda there, 

I mean, with a lot of Indian lore and everything like that in it. And then there was a little brook 

there, and I remember there was some trout in that brook that ran through the area. And then 

there was like a visitors’ center there. And I know, there’s probably been a lot of improvements 

made since I was there. But I know the boys in the camp built that little wooden bridge that’s 

there. Have you visited that area? 

 

MOREIRA:    Well, I was just down there last week when I was, went up the trail. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. 
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MOREIRA:     And some of the stuff looked like it was from that time period. But like I say, a 

lot of work has been done to it in the meantime. It’s hard to tell. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s right, yes. You might see a picture in there of myself and a couple 

of other guys standing by that little pool there in Sieur du Monts Springs. 

 

MOREIRA:     Now this picture here up in the top right, is this just baggage storage or what’s, 

what’s in, any idea what’s actually being stored on those shelves? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     These are, these are axes here. See how they’re all leaning up against each 

other? 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. Yes, I thought they were just tapes(?) 

 

DOUGHERTY:     But we didn’t really have anything to do with it. They had a forestry 

supply room for those things. So that can’t be axes. But that looks like they were. 

 

MOREIRA:     It might have been extra handles? Or without the-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. Because I only took care of the clothing and, you know, supplies that 

had to do with the army. And the forestry department had their own building down, they’re at the 

other end of the camp. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     This is my desk here. And these look like stockings here. That’s probably 

some clothing that fellows had left. A lot of fellows would come in the CC and they’d stay a 

couple of weeks and they’d go home. They’d get homesick. They wouldn’t come back. So we 

used to take their clothes and put it off to one side. And then when they’d, every month they had 

an inventory inspection and the commanding general from the First Corps area used to come up, 
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and he’d go through the mess hall and have a report from the mess steward. And I had to give 

him a report on the supplies here. 

 

MOREIRA:     Now here the supply room, this looks fairly empty.  I mean, is it being cleared 

out or moving into it or something? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     These, these bins here, I do remember what they are. These are bins for 

dirty linen. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, I see. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     You used to put the dirty, they’d change the, they’d change their linen 

every week, and we had to put the dirty ones in and pack them up and send them downtown. The 

laundry downtown did them. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. So that’s the one on the middle, on the right. Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     This is a little gate here. The door, they used to come in the door, and they 

had the gate here because they’d just come in and walk in. But they had to stay here and do their 

business here. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Boy, those are old pictures, aren’t they? I cut that out of the Calais 

Advertiser just recently. 

 

MOREIRA:     That was just last year. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. That was up in Princeton. This is Calais Rotary number. 
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MOREIRA:     1909 or 1908, it’s hard to tell. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Princeton. Looks like the barracks there. What the hell is that, anyway--oh, 

yes, this is the 109. They got this wrong. Princeton was 129. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     CC camp, Princeton, Maine, September the 19th, 1934. I was still in high 

school then. In 1934. 

 

MOREIRA:     And this is the front page from the CCC newspaper. This is the national 

newspaper, I guess. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Comes out once a month. They call it Happy Days, don’t they? 

 

MOREIRA:     And everybody was getting a raise, by the look of it. “Enrollees Can Make 

Increase.” 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That was probably around Thanksgiving, wasn’t it?  November 

sometime? 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes. November the 19th, 1938. Is there any reason you kept that particular 

story? Because of the raise . . . ? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That might have been my first Thanksgiving there. 1938, yes. Yes, I saved 

that. Working for Jim Farley.  

 

MOREIRA:     Who’s that? 
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DOUGHERTY:     Jim Farley. The old postmaster general. Do you remember him? Oh no, 

you don’t remember. He was a politician. I like to go through these. . . (?)   

 

MOREIRA:     A lot of material here to look at. This is more recent stuff. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     This is one of the national journals here. Must have been something in 

there that I wanted to save. They’re not putting it out on such good paper as they did then. See 

they, every month they put, they must have a lot of these Happy Days. This is from the original 

Happy Days, probably the front page. 

 

MOREIRA:     All right. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Wing cigarettes. Ten cents. O’Henry chocolate bar. Five cents. Every 

month they put the first page of Happy Days, they publish it on the--here’s what they were 

talking. . . I’m going to the national convention in September. Down Looray(?), Virginia. That 

was the site of the first CC camp in the United States. 

 

MOREIRA:     That’s right. Yes. Is that a big convention? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, I guess this one’s going to be. I went two years ago down to Mystic, 

Connecticut. They had one there. There wasn’t an awful lot there, but there was enough. They 

filled a room up, they had a little banquet and everything. But I guess this year, where 

everybody’s getting older, you know, this may be the last one they’ll have.  

 

MOREIRA:  Wow. 

 

DOUGHERTY: That’s the picture of the camp from Cadillac Mountain. 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes, and this is, this looks like a reproduction of a photograph. 
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DOUGHERTY:     It probably is. 

 

MOREIRA:     Is that-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     I’ve seen pictures like that, that image. I suppose it’s a fairly obvious picture to 

take once you’ve climbed up Cadillac Mountain, to look back on the camp.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, that little place over there called McFarland Mountain was right 

across the street from us. The lady there that used to, the guys didn’t used to want to wash their 

clothes, they used to take the laundry over there and she’d do the laundry for them. And then 

they used to ski there in the winter time. 

 

MOREIRA:     Now you mentioned the lady who did the laundry. Was that Mrs. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Mrs. McFarland, yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Mrs. McFarland. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. And I think she had a state ward there, too, which probably helped a 

lot. 

 

MOREIRA:     Now is that Lurline Tuttle’s mother? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Who? 

 

MOREIRA:     Do you know a lady name Lurline--no, she’d be over in Southwest Harbor. 

Sorry. That would be a different, different group. Now this article here, “CCC Remembered.” Do 

you know where that might be from? 
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DOUGHERTY:     Oh, this is, this is written by this fellow here. William McFarland. He was 

a member there. One of the early members. Has to do with Labor Day. “Here at Acadia, two 

camps were set up. The 154th, Eagle Lake, and the 158th, now Long Pond.” We used to go 

swimming there. Fledgling national park. William McFarland, that’s the fellow that was in the 

camp. They interviewed him, I guess. “One of the most picturesque scenes in the world. The 

mountains come out of the seas.” 

 

MOREIRA:     Now this is a letter to get a plaque set up at Acadia. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. That’s right. 

 

MOREIRA:     Was that successful?  

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes it was. We had to get permission from the National Park Service to do 

it. It isn’t like the other plaques that we put up. We could just go to the town fathers and get a 

spot. But they didn’t allow any plaques in Acadia National Park. So we, where we were involved 

in the work in the national park, they gave us the permission to do it.  

 

MOREIRA: That’s great. 

 

DOUGHERTY:    And it’s located right where the camp was. What is it, the summer, winter 

headquarters of Acadia National Park, it’s right where our camp used to be. And if you ever go 

up there, you can just ask them where our statue is. They can show it to you. It’s outside one of 

the doors. 

 

MOREIRA:    Now this, is this your entry? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. That’s the one, I got that in the mail. That was my notice to go to 

Bangor for my physical. 
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MOREIRA:     Can you take it out and see what’s on the other side? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, I guess so. “R&T Center, Bangor, Maine. 4/7/38.” They got my name 

as “Donald” Dougherty. 154, that’s where they assigned me. Bar Harbor, Maine. Signed by the 

postage adjutant, William H. Shirtleff (?), Junior. Captain. 

 

MOREIRA:     So just a little sort of four by six post card. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     And that’s already identifying the camp you’re going to go to. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. They notified my mother where they sent me. 

 

MOREIRA:     They sent that to your mother? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, that’s interesting. Because you’d obviously been shuffled off at that 

point-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:    Well, I was probably already there by the time she got that. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, that’s interesting. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I got my physical, like the rest of us. I don’t know if that’s quite in there or 

not. 

 

MOREIRA: Gently as I can. 
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DOUGHERTY:     This is when I was company clerk. And that’s the inside of the barracks. 

That’s me sitting on the cot.  

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     And this is a picture I told you about, Sieur du Monts Springs. That’s Joe 

Moran and myself and Claude Beaupre. He was a camp carpenter and he was a forestry clerk. 

 

 

MOREIRA:     Now the camp carpenter is dressed pretty nattily there. Is he, is he, he seems to 

be wearing a shirt and a tie and very fancy white shoes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, well, he was a ladies’ man. 

 

MOREIRA:     But he didn’t work in the carpenter’s shop dressed like that, did he? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Not that day. No. That was probably on a Sunday we went down. You 

look in the water, you might be able to see some trout in there. The little shadows of them. 

Claude Beaupre. Isn’t it funny, my son come up here one weekend and he comes in here and he’s 

got a computer. He says, I said, what is that? He said, I brought you up a computer. I said, I don’t 

need that! What the hell do I want a computer for, at my age! Well, he says, everybody should 

have one. 

 So I signed up for the adult education on the computer. I took two sessions down there. 

And the girl’s name was Claudette. Claudette, what the hell was her last name? She was a 

teacher, I guess, down there. But anyway, Claudette, every time I would say Claudette, well, 

Jesus, his name would come to my mind. Claude. I never knew anybody name of Claude before. 

Those were probably taken with a little old Brownie. 

 

MOREIRA:     I was going to say, who actually took most of these photographs? Was this-- 
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DOUGHERTY:     Well, some of the fellows had cameras. Most of these were given to me. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, I see. These aren’t your photographs.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     The guys threw them on the bunk when they went home. “I don’t want 

them.” You know, the same way in the Navy. They threw a lot of stuff in your bunk when you 

were going home and they didn’t want it. So pick out what you want and keep it. So I picked out 

everything I thought that I liked. 

 

MOREIRA:     So you didn’t have a camera yourself in the camp. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. No. But most of those were taken with one of them little old 

Brownies. Matter of fact, my wife has one in there now that used to belong to her sister. 

 

MOREIRA:     They take very good, very good photographs. 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes.  

 

MOREIRA:     That’s an interesting border around it as well. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     It is, yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Is that hand done? Or is that? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I don’t know. Maybe wherever they developed it has a little-- 

 

DUDLEY:     No. That’s classic for old photos.  

 

MOREIRA: Oh, is that right? 
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DUDLEY: Have a little border around them. And you see, that’s in the other photos, too. 

 

MOREIRA:     That’s right. OK. Yes. There is, over there.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. You can tell they’re not mine. They weren’t mine, rather. That there’s 

put out by the New Hampshire Cs. I think it’s great. You should read it if you get a chance. 

 

MOREIRA:     This is a little blue pamphlet, Civilian Conservation Corps in New Hampshire, 

‘33-’42, so this is obviously done after the camps closed down. This is just sort of some kind of a 

memorial pamphlet, I guess, is it? It has a list of all the names, the camp names, and their ID 

numbers and the townships they were affiliated with. 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     And a couple, just a little information. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     We go over to Bear Brook State Park in Allenstown, New Hampshire. 

They’re going to dedicate a statue this Fall there, but we’re going to be away. It’s going to be the 

same day that we’re going to be down in Virginia. And we go there once a year. We take a group 

of our fellows and go over there. And they bring pictures and they have bring your own lunch. 

And they got the original camps there. One half of the mess hall is our place, their place, and the 

other half is for trailers. People that have trailers. Trailer clubs. 

 And they got the original outhouse there, is on the national register. We went over there, 

they didn’t have a bathroom, you know. And they got the table set up just like a camp and they 

got old trunks and they got all kinds of pictures on the walls. The walls are just plastered with 

pictures. And the fellow that did that, he just passed away this year. We lost about three or four 

guys. And he belonged to our chapter, too. He came to our chapter faithfully. And he built a 

model of that camp, the CC camp, everything where it’s supposed to be. Each building where it’s 

supposed to be, and a fence around it and everything. And they got that on display. 

 

MOREIRA:     Wow. This fellow here, this is just somebody you met up with the fact, was-- 
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DOUGHERTY:     No, that’s my, that’s the guy that said to me, I’ll never forget it. This is 

Roy Salisbury, he’s from Bar Harbor. He was a forester. 

 And I went up, this is, oh, I don’t know what year. 1958. He said to me when I was out in 

the nurseries, I was working the nurseries, “Hey, Dougherty. Grab a hold of that shrub just like I 

grab a hold of a bottle of beer.” I never forgot it. “Get your ass behind you!” he says. He was that 

type of guy. So I went up there and they said, I inquired, they said, oh, Sal is down at, he’s a 

caretaker down at the cemetery. So, a rainy day, and Lee and I went down there, and sure 

enough, he was there. And the guy remembered me! I couldn’t get over it. 

[Portion of original interview deleted per request in letter by Ron Doughty sent to Pamela 

Dean on May 31, 2003]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

DOUGHERTY:     There was two girls--girls, I say. Women. Grown women. At the 

dedication. And they came there, and they had all these papers. They wanted to give to 

somebody. They married boys from their CC camp in Bar Harbor. 

 

MOREIRA:     They’d be excellent people. Did you know their names? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No, but I can show you a picture of them. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK, somebody, we might be able to find somebody who would recognize 

them. That would be great. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, this guy you were talking to was talking to them for about an hour. 

The fellow you interviewed yesterday. 

 

DUDLEY:      Mr. Desjardins. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Desjardins! 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. There we go.  
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DOUGHERTY:     You want to take it off a second? 

 

MOREIRA:     Sure. Just put that on pause there. [tape cuts off, resumes] OK, so, I just want 

to flip through this a little bit. We have an Honorable Discharge certificate. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     My dates should be on there. 

 

MOREIRA:     It says, “To whom it may concern. This is to certify that Ronald J. Dougherty 

is a member of the Civilian Conservation Corps, was enrolled April the seventh, 1938, at--” Is 

that RNF or RNT Center? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     RNT. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     RNT. And what does that stand for? Do you know? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Recruitment and training, or whatever. 

MOREIRA:      “Recruitment and Training Center. In Bangor, Maine. Is hereby honorably 

discharged therefore by reason of expiration of enrollment period. Said Ronald J. Dougherty was 

born in Saint Stephen in the state of New Brunswick, and he was enrolled when he was 18 years 

old, of age, and by occupation, a clerk.” And then gives a description. And the signing officer is 

a, looks like an N. A, or a W. A. Peavey. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Peavey. Yes. He was a Naval officer. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, there it is. It’s N. A. Peavey is stamped at the bottom. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I could tell you a story about him. 

 

MOREIRA:     Sure. 
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DOUGHERTY:     When I was in the Navy, for a while I was stationed in South Portland, 

Maine. We put all the submarine nets and torpedo nets out in the harbor. And we had barracks 

right across, in Mussey Street, right across from the Coast Guard station. So one, one weekend, 

this friend of mine, the kid I chummed with, we were in town, Portland. No, I’m getting ahead of 

myself. I was driving a crane then. And I had to go from South Portland over to Portland to the 

Navy base there and lift some equipment up off the dock and put them on these minesweepers. 

 As I was driving in the gate, well, across the, the guy that drove the truck was driving. 

But I was up in the crane and I had to swing the boom so I wouldn’t hit the fence or anything like 

that.. And of course he’s, I’m sitting in back and he’s in front, and I heard this voice, “Hey, 

Ronald!” I looked up in the window, it was my old commanding officer from the CCCs. He said, 

“What are you doing on that crane?” He says, “You used to be my clerk!” I said, “Well, you 

know the Navy.” He said, “Yes, I know you.” 

 He says, “You always wanted to get out”--that’s one of the reasons why he took me out 

of the office, put me in the supply room--”You wanted to get out of the office,” he says. “You 

wanted to be outside.” I said, “That’s right.” So he says, “You staying here for lunch?” I said, 

“Yes.” He says, “I want you, come up and see me when you get through eating your lunch.” 

 So it came noontime, we ate our dinner there anyway. And, there was just a small mess 

hall. And the officers sat down back. They had one or two tables. And of course you stood in line 

with your tray to get your food to go sit down. He walked by and tapped me on the shoulder, he 

says, “Don’t forget.” He never ate much anyway. He was skinny as a rail. “Don’t forget, now. 

Come up and see me.” I said, “I’ll be right up.” Gobbled my food down and went up. I hadn’t 

seen him for quite a few years. Well, the door was closed and I knocked on the door. 

 And this officer came to the door, and I says, “Lieutenant Commander Peavey in?” And 

he says, “Yes, but he’s awful busy now.” And he had his door open. He says, “Ronald, come on 

in.” And he wasn’t going to let me in, the other guy. “Come on in.” Close the door. He wanted to 

know all about me, what I’d been doing, everything else. But first, he says, “You know,” he says, 

“You probably won’t like what I got to say.” He says, “Ronald, don’t pay any attention to them 

men.” 
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 He says, “Tell them to go pound sand up their ass. But,” he says, “make it sound like 

good morning.” [laughs] So he said to me, “What, is there anything I can do for you?” I said, 

“Well,” I says. I says, “I see you’re driving a crane.”  I said, “Yes, I’m a coxswain now.” He 

says, “I’m surprised that you didn’t become a yeoman.”  So our yeoman got appendicitis. So 

apparently he was friendly with my commanding officer over at the net depot. So you know how 

they chew the fat. Next thing I know, I’m in the office typing until the guy comes back from the 

hospital. Then I got out on the slab, and I says, “Well, listen” I says, I . . . . 

  

MOREIRA:     Out on the what? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Slab. That’s where they made the nets. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They had the big cement slab, and they had these holes they put pipes in. 

Just like you’d weave, and one roll would be here, of wire there, and one here. And guys would 

pull it this way, this way, and another one would cross over. They put-- 

 

MOREIRA:     Submarine nets, this must have been huge. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. They put shackles on it. We used to take them out and put them in the 

harbor. And then they had these torpedo nets that were all rings. Like interwoven rings. But, he 

said, what can I do for you?  I said, listen, I says, I’m a coxswain now, but I says when I first 

went in the Navy I was down at the Naval Air Station, Quonset Point. And I was striking for 

aviation metal smith. And I said, I took my test and I passed it. But in the Navy, when you take a 

test, you’re on a list. And they don’t deviate from the list. You come down and they fill the, 

when it gets to your name. 

 Well it hadn’t come up to me to get my name. And I got caught in a draft of seamen to go 

to Portland. So I made coxswain in Portland. Then he said to me, he says, I’ll see what I can do 

for you. And he told me about himself, too. He was on the USS Cleveland in the Pacific. And it 
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got sunk. And he would come back to Portland. He became the port director in Portland. That 

was his job. Matter of fact, I met him downtown with my buddy. I was going to tell you about it 

before. He says, “Ronald, you come to Portland much?” I say, “Yes, once in a while.” 

 He says, “I have a hotel room in the Hotel Eastland.” And he says, “I’ll leave the key.” 

He was awful good to me. He says, “I’ll leave the key here.” He says, “And if you don’t want to 

go back to the base, you can stay here.” He says, “I’ll let the guy at the desk know.” I never did 

it, but anyway, I met him a few times later on at the boxing matches down there.   And finally 

he called me in one day and he says, “You know,” he says, “they’re all first class schools.”   I 

said, “I know it. They were up in Great Lake.” He said, “They’re filled right up, about three or 

four months.” But he says, “Don’t worry about it.” He says, “I’m still working on it. I’ll see what 

I can do for you.” 

 So our captain was a peacetime officer and they brought him back. He was 80 years old. 

We had one old guy there, 86, not 86, but he was in his eighties. He couldn’t climb down the 

ladder but we had to go from South Portland to Portland Naval base to get our meals. We never 

had a galley or anything like that. He couldn’t climb down the ladder to go to meals. We had to 

bring his meals back to him. 

 

MOREIRA:     Had he been called back from retirement? During the war? 

[31 minutes] 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, he was 30-year man. And even, one of the guys, one of the chiefs 

there, was a taxi cab driver in New York, but he was chief boatswain’s mate. They called him 

back. But anyway, his name was Ferten, the old guy. And they retired him again. And, of course, 

they eventually retired all those guys as soon as they filled up with the billets. So we got a 

commanding officer from, he was a professor at some university out in California. And Peavey 

knew everybody. 

 He called me in the office one day, he said, you know, I was talking to Peavey, he says, 

and he says, he says I have to send back a coxswain, a motor machinist mate, and a seaman, and 

a couple seamen, to Quonset Point. He says, you go back. He says, you go down to the office and 

tell them that you want to change your rate from coxswain to aviation metal smith.  
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 Well, I went down there, we got there two o’clock in the morning at the gate with our-- in 

those days we had our hammocks and everything in a big thing. And he said, you guys going 

down to the boathouse! I never got a chance to talk to anybody. It was two or three o’clock in the 

morning, we slept in one of them Quonset huts. On the springs, there was no mattressing. Five 

o’clock in the morning, five thirty, reveille, we got up, fell in line, fell in, called the roll, and I 

looked, and there’s a USS Ranger sitting there. I said, oh, geez, I hope I ain’t going on that thing. 

It’s already been torpedoed twice. So they took us up to the mess hall, fed us, brought us down, 

took us over the end of the dock, and we looked over, the tide was out, looked over the end of the 

dock and here’s all these, about 40 brand spanking new boats. 

 I never knew what the hell they were. I never, I made my coxswain because I could drive 

a crane. I never drove a boat in my life. So it was this (?), they were all these torpedo retrievers. 

And they had these canvas tops on them, and they had these big circles. All red, yellow, green. 

“Dougherty, you’re going to be the coxswain on Sandy Red.” And we all had two-way 

communications, you know, and everything. So they said, you guys are going to Provincetown, 

Massachusetts. They gave us a map and a big bag full of sandwiches and a coffee jug. Took us 

two days to get to Provincetown. We went out there and they had those torpedo boats from 

Newport, Rhode Island. They were, Jesus, they were going 60 miles an hour down there and 

their wake. We were all over the place. 

 Finally we hit the mouth of the canal, we went through the canal. We stayed at the Coast 

Guard station that night. And the next day, it was a nice clear day, and we could see the 

monument in Provincetown, headed right for the monument, we didn’t bother with the map. We 

get over there and they have these trailers on the dock. So we stayed there all winter long. And 

we went out, we had to go out every day and they had these airplanes from Quonset Point and 

down in Massachusetts, they had a naval air station there, too. They come in and they dropped 

these torpedoes. They had a destroyer going back and forth, different-- 

 

MOREIRA:     This is in a practice range, right? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. And they dropped their torpedoes, and the torpedoes were set so 

that they would go underneath. One day somebody dropped one right on the bridge. And I don’t 
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know, it killed two or three guys. And at the same time, they were dragging this big skiff that 

made a wake way back, probably three or four hundred yards back, the destroyer was, and the 

dive bombers would come in and dive down with these Douglas . . . (?), and they dropped these 

water bombs they had. That’s for practice. And another time they dropped one and it skipped and 

went right, brand-spanking new destroyer, it destroyed, just came out of the yard, right through 

the side of it. That thing went like this. And we all had to go over this and go around with our 

boats to see if they had abandoned ship. So they went back to Boston or somewhere, and they 

fixed it up. 

 Well, we did that all summer long. And I never got, I never got near my, I never got near 

what I wanted to say to get my rate back. But, oh, yes, I made second-class boatswain’s mate 

down in Providence, Rhode Island. And the guy that was a commander there, he was a politician. 

He was a lieutenant governor in the state of Massachusetts. And he says, “I came in,” he says, “I 

could have come in as a captain.” He came in as a full lieutenant. He didn’t know his right hand 

from his left hand, and he’s in charge of us. 

 So anyway, it was a loose outfit. Anyway, we were living on subsistence. And some of us 

were boarding in houses down there. We had a room in a house. And we had to go out and eat 

our own meals. And it was just a loose group, you know. So this guy here . . . our watch, when 

you were on watch, all you had to do was go down and check the boats. When the tide was out, 

you could let, going out, you could let the lines out. When tide was in, you’d check the lines. 

That was all there was to it. So I was on watch one night, I went down, checked the boats, came 

back. I said yes, nothing doing, the bowling alley’s across the street. I walked across the street to 

the bowling alley. And he was bowling there. I took one look at him and I knew something was 

wrong. I hesitated. 

 

MOREIRA:     This is the-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     This is the commander. This is, he wasn’t a commander, he was a 

lieutenant. But he was in charge of the group. But we were, we had a first class boatswain’s mate 

that was in charge of us. This guy just came in because I think they didn’t know what the hell to 

do with him, you know? But I looked at him and I said, right off, there was something wrong. I 
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went back and I get back there, and he got back, he said “Huh!” “What’s the matter?” He says, “I 

caught you!” “What do you mean, you caught me?” 

 He says, “You left your post in time of war.” I said Jesus, that’s a court martial offense. 

They send you to Portsmouth for that. Geez, I really. He says, “I’m going to send you back to 

Quonset Point for a court martial.” Geez, I was really worried. 

 So this first class boatswain’s mate, he was, he come from Dorchester, I’ll never forget 

his name, his name is Yew (?). Came from Dorchester, Mass. He was one of the head ones of the 

Dorchester Yacht Club down there. So he says to me, he says “Don’t worry, Ronald,” he says. 

“I’ll talk to him.” So he talked to him and he says to him, he says, you know, that’s just a loose 

group. They’re all living on subsistence, and they’re living in different houses and everything 

like that. I says, I don’t know whether he can make it stick or not. So he condescended and I had 

to stand 12 mid watches. I had to work two hours extra duty every day for about 30 days. Well I 

said, I’ll do that. So I did it. 

 But anyway, after the invasion of Africa, some of those guys started coming back to the 

states. So we had a warrant officer, a warrant boatswain officer, came back down to (?) . And he 

more or less took charge of everything. So he and I got along good. And he made me second 

class. And this guy here, he was ripping . . . the commander. Made me second class. So anyway, 

we’d have these commodores would come down, they’d go aboard your boat, you had to go 

aboard there. And you had to explain everything to them. And I got a lot of compliments because 

the guy he told the boatswain, he says geez, that guy, he says is all right. Told me what I want to 

know and no quips or anything. 

 So anyway, I made second class. I got, I was, I didn’t go back to Quonset Point. They 

sent me right to New York. Down to Oleto (?) (Lido?)  Beach, New York. And I caught a ship 

out from there to Trinidad. And I got on my ship there. It was a tanker, big tanker. And we were 

hauling hundred octane gasoline in the Caribbean. I was sinking them things like nothing. But 

eventually they came back and re-outfitted us and sent us to the Pacific. But that was, I never 

forgot that. That guy ran for governor of Massachusetts. And there was a guy by the name of 

Deber (?) ran against him and beat him. And a couple of guys were there went to the newspaper 

and told him, told the newspaper, what kind of a Naval officer he was down at Quonset Point. 
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 And they didn’t have very good--and he had his wife down there with him. And he says, 

his wife is out campaigning for him while he’s down there! What the hell? There was a, a, a poet 

that had the same name. He was related to some poet. Whitimore. Whittimore? 

 

MOREIRA:     Whittier? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Whittier!  

 

MOREIRA:     Yes. 

DOUGHERTY:     John Greenleaf Whittier. He was related to him. 

 

DUDLEY:     I’m going to turn the tape over now. 

 

[45 minutes] 

 

[End Tape 1940, Side A. Begin Tape 1940, Side B.] 

 

MOREIRA:     Now, this idea of Mr. Peavey, or lieutenant commander Peavey, sort of 

looking out for, for you. Was that the kind of relationship you had with commanding officers in 

the CCC as well? 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     What kinds of things would happen directly in the camps that might be 

similar? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. I will tell you how innocent I was. He came in one day, he was 

all upset, and he says, “I want you to type out a discharge. A dishonorable discharge.” “For 

what? For who?” He told me the guy’s name. “What for?” He says, “Moral turpitude.” What the 

hell is that? I didn’t know what moral turpitude was. I had to ask somebody else. I type the 

discharge out and he was gone by noontime. Quick. 
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MOREIRA:     Do you have any idea what the actual offense was? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I have, but I just don’t want to say. 

 

MOREIRA:     Could we turn the tape off and tell us off tape? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Sure. Yes. [tape stops, resumes] They had some members in the CCs 

that were, like, protected like they could stay in the CCs more than two years. See, when I went 

in, you could only stay two years. Some of these fellows had been in maybe four or five years, 

and they should have been discharged. Now one guy, I just saw his death notice in the paper, too. 

He was our leader out in the field. And this other fellow was a leader. So they made him, they 

made him the senior leader. And he put me down there supply room in his place. They took this 

other kid from Princeton and put him in my place. They had a term for it. They had LEMs, what 

they called LEMs. Local enlisted-- 

 

MOREIRA:     Man, wasn’t it? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Local Enlisted Man. Or something like that. They, they lived outside the 

camp but they were like instructors in how to cut wood, and you know. They were experienced 

woodsmen and things like that. They weren’t really foresters. But they, they had, I know, I know 

Stratton was one. And the guy that was discharged, he was one. And what the hell was the guy’s 

name in, was his name, that I took his job. 

 

MOREIRA:     Now who was Stratton ? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He was a leader in the woods, senior, senior leader out in the woods. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. Just to come back a little to what we were looking at in the scrapbook. 

Here’s quite an elaborate booklet. This is your invitation to the farewell dance of members in the 
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154th company, CCC, Bar Harbor, Maine. With music by Uncle Ezra. Was this sort of, I mean, 

people went in in large groups together. Did they also go out in large groups together, and were 

there sort of send off activities? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I think at that time those were men that were in over two years. And they 

had to discharge them. 

  

MOREIRA:     But I mean, here, this is, this is fairly elaborate. I mean, there is-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     This is, these are the fellows that left, so there’s quite a group of them. 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes, probably-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They practically cleaned house. What year was that? 

 

MOREIRA:     Here’s a Raymond Stratton, in fact. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s him. 

 

MOREIRA:     This is 1939. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     A lot, some of the boys married girls downtown. And they didn’t live in 

the barracks. They, they went home every night. 

 

MOREIRA:     So while they were in the camps they got married and then? But they stayed-- 

DOUGHERTY:     That was a no no, too. They weren’t allowed to do that, but they did. 

 

MOREIRA:     So how did this arrangement work? Technically they’d still be members of the 

corps, and be receiving their $25, or $25 a month would be going home, or whatever. 
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DOUGHERTY:     Well, they were getting $45 a month. 

 

MOREIRA:     Because they were married? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, because they were leaders. When I became, when I became a supply 

sergeant, I became a leader, I was getting $45 a month. When I was company clerk I was getting 

$36 a month. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     So 25 went home, and anything over that, I got. 

 

MOREIRA:     All right. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     So when it was just 30 bucks a month, I was only getting five dollars. And 

then when I became an assistant leader, I was getting $36 a month. So I got eleven dollars. And 

so on, 45, I got the extra difference. 

 

MOREIRA:     So these guys who were married, these would all have to be people who had 

positions where they could come and go without being challenged. 

DOUGHERTY:     They were what they call key, key, key people.  

 

MOREIRA:     Right. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That may not be the right term. They were key men, like Stratton. And 

what the hell was his name? He looked like Basil Rathbone. Big, tall guy.  

 

MOREIRA:     That’s quite a-- 
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DOUGHERTY:     They had, people that came and taught down at the educational building, 

too. They had an educational building there. I took up carpentry. Not carpentry, but furniture 

making. I worked on the camp paper. Those were the days when they had the old drum machine. 

You had to type it out, put it on a drum, wind it, make copies. 

 

MOREIRA:     The Gestettner (?) machines? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     You remember that? No, you’re too young for that. You know when you 

type up the paper, each page had to be typed up and cut. Like a lithograph, like? 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes. 

 

DUDLEY:     Mimeograph. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Mimeograph! 

 

DUDLEY:     I’m not too young to remember that. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well anyway, you had to put it on the drum. And you’d roll the drum and 

pick up the paper and wind it around and kick it out the other end. Now you’re getting, I got a 

copy machine downstairs that went on the blink on me. I was making some copies for, the,  I 

call it the Hysterical Society. Historical Society. 

 

MOREIRA:     Now this is sort of an interesting document here, because this is, with little ads 

from probably 40 or 50 different companies in the Bar Harbor area. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Can you describe a little bit about the relationship with merchants in Bangor? 

Or in Bar Harbor, rather? 
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DOUGHERTY:     Well, these are people, most of those are people that sold supplies to camp. 

Like the canteen, you might see the laundry there, that did the laundry. And there’s a doctor 

there, Doctor Ells (?), I think his name was. 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes. Right here at the very back page. Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. I guess they called him in. We had a doctor who would come around 

once, once every two weeks. Something like that. But emergency, they take him down to him. I 

remember my mother signed me up an insurance policy when I was in the CCCs. I had to go 

down and take a physical with that doctor. For the Metropolitan Life Insurance. 

MOREIRA:     Do you remember anything about this band, Uncle Ezra? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. No. Probably a Country-Western band. 

 

MOREIRA:     Is that right? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes.  

 

MOREIRA:     Was that fairly new stuff at that time? Or, because-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, that was a great movement in those times. The guys would have 

radios, you know? And one guy there always listened to Hal Lonesome Pine. I can remember 

now. [sings:] “I come out and listen to me while he’s singing play for you, I am the lone pine 

mountaineer.” He turned up. Oh, it was so corny it wasn’t even funny. But they improved a lot. 

Hal Lone Pine. I don’t know whether he’s still living or not.   

 

MOREIRA:     No, he’s not. But his wife, actually, is still alive. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Betty Gribbons (?)          ? 



Ron Dougherty  NA 2626  Tape 1940, Side B  30 
 

 

MOREIRA:     That name I don’t remember.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     She used to be with that, one of those bands. We went on a trip to Prince 

Edward Island by bus one time, the Maineline Bus tours. We walked in there and this woman 

there, middle aged woman, she says, “I’m going to be your tour guide and my name is Mother. 

Everybody call me Mother.” Come to find out it’s Betty Grivens (?). She says, “I used to play up 

the Acton Fair.” She played in all, she’d dress up as a clown and come out and sing. She had all 

kinds of jokes and music. But she’s still living. I see in the paper she took part in something just 

recently. 

 

MOREIRA:     And she used to come up and perform . . .  

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, she built the stage up here. You seen all the country western singers 

up here. 

 

MOREIRA:     All these envelopes from the War Department. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Those are recommendations. 

 

MOREIRA:     These are all letters of recommendation. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They’re recommendations inside there. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. Are these from Commander Peavey? Or from various other people? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, yes. I think there’s one from the Forestry Department.  

 

MOREIRA:     There’s one from the War Department. 
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DOUGHERTY:     Oh that’s from our educational advisor. 

MOREIRA:     Well here’s Parks here. Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     And this is the, this is the forestry office. And this is probably from Peavey 

or somebody. 

 

MOREIRA:     And from the education, do you remember what the education officer’s name 

was? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Walter Drohan. I could tell you a story about him, too. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, we were, when I got out of the CCCs, you couldn’t get a job. Still 

couldn’t get a job anywhere. So I, I, my father was working in Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

then. When the Navy yards used to get a contract, they’d hire people and let them go when the 

contract was over. My father bounced around from one shipyard to the other just, you know, that 

way. But anyway, he wound up in the Charlestown Navy Yard. And I got a job up in Franklin 

Falls, New Hampshire. This fellow, one of the leaders that I used to chum around with, he, there 

was this construction company working in the national park. From down in Virginia. The name 

was Salmon, … Salmon, Robertson, and Henry. They were from Huntington, West Virginia. 

 

MOREIRA:     And this is during the CCC? 

[55 minutes] 

DOUGHERTY:     They built roads and stuff in the national parks. So, some of our guys used 

to work like in conjunction with them. You know, they’d be in the area where this work was 

going on and they got to know these people. Or this fellow that I knew, he was our barracks 

leader. He was a leader. But he wasn’t senior. But he worked out in the field in charge of the 

guys. He got to know the guys on the construction job. 
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 When he got out of the CCC, they gave him a job with them up in New Hampshire, on 

the Franklin Falls Dam. And he went up there as a foreman. Well I was home, I went home, I got 

this telegram. You probably see it in there before, you go through it. He got me a job in Franklin 

Falls as a timekeeper. So I went up there and worked that summer, and I got 45 dollars a week. 

As much as I got in a month in the CCCs. We live out, I boarded out and we bought our meals 

out. And I bought a little old Model T Ford. Paid 25 dollars for it. Paid 35 dollars for a new top. 

Geez, I was in my glory. 

 And I drive back and forth from Franklin, once in a while to visit my mother and father 

down in Cambridge. Well anyway, when we got married, Lee and I got married, we bought a 

house out in Woburn, Mass. And we used to go to Saint Barbara’s church. Matter of fact, there 

were no church there, when we got there, we worked until, everybody worked, contribute, till 

they got the new church. So we went to church, and we always sat in the same place. 

 So one Sunday morning, Lee and I are sitting there, and I see this fellow come in the 

door, geez, I looked at him like that, and there was this sister, a nun, dressed as a nun there. Went 

right by. I said geez, that’s Walter Drohan, I’m going to grab him. And I got outside, I hope he 

comes out the same door. I stood there and he came out and I said, Hey Walter! How are you? 

He looked at me and he kind of remembered me. I said, you remember me? Yes, Ronald, I 

remember you. His father, his brother was a writer for the Boston Globe. Drohan, I don’t know 

what his first name is, but he was well known. 

 So Walter was in the CCs as an educational advisor up in Vermont. And he started telling 

me about this big dam they built up there. He told me all about that. But anyway, I called him up 

once in a while. And he was eighty some odd, 85 then. Jesus, think I’m old! I said, “How are 

you?” “Great! Wonderful!” he says. That’s the way he was all the time. Wonderful! And he was 

the education advisor in our camp. 

 I couldn’t get over meeting him there. And I went down to his house a couple of times to 

see him, talk to him. And then, of course, when I retired, I came back to Maine to live. He and 

Peavey were great friends. Peavey liked to, geez, I shouldn’t be saying all these things. Peavey 

liked a drink once in a while. And I guess Walter never drank in his life. So Peavey would get a 

few drinks in him, I guess, once in a while. I hope, a lot of this stuff is private. 
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MOREIRA:     Sure. No, not everything is going to go in the book. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, you know what to do with it. 

 

MOREIRA:     It gives us an idea of the kind of life that was going on in the camp. And 

that’s-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I liked it. I like the camp. Most of the guys that went in there, said it’s the 

best thing that ever happened to them in their life. 

 

MOREIRA:     It’s amazing how enthusiastic people are about the CCCs. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     It is! It was! We’ve been trying to get the CC back for years. And we just 

can’t do it. They got this CCC America, or America Corps or something. 

 

MOREIRA:     What is it, the YCC? Or the Americorps?  

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. 

MOREIRA:     Are they different things or-- 

 

DUDLEY:      I’ve heard of Americorps. They’re not doing necessarily the kind of work that 

the CCC did. But they’re working in other sort of areas. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They got lady, women in there and everything else now. I met a kid over 

there in New Hampshire at the optometrist place. He was in that CCC thing and I told him all 

about my CC. He was all into it. And I said, “We’re going to have a meeting over there in Bear 

Brook State Park. Why don’t you come up?” “Oh, I’ll be there.” But he never showed up.  

 

MOREIRA:     The, this-- 

 



Ron Dougherty  NA 2626  Tape 1940, Side B  34 
 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s the camp paper. 

 

MOREIRA:     The camp paper. And I see RJD here, which I assume is you. Did you, is this 

your artwork on the cover? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     It could be. I don’t know. Probably, yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     What did you do with, you said you worked on the camp paper. What kinds of 

things did you do? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I did most of the typing and I wrote a, I think I wrote a little column there. 

It’s all, all, I haven’t looked at that in quite a while. 

 

MOREIRA:     Let’s see. DesRosiers commanding. Forestry.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, this is about the library. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh there you are. Right there. How many people, would you have trouble 

getting material together to put these things out, or-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, we just did, do it from memory, different events that happened in 

camp. Nicknames and things like that. 

 

MOREIRA:     What was in the camp news at this time? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     You know, I’m not bragging, but at the tail end of the CCs, when I was 

there, the government was going to send some boys to college. And Drohan wrote up a beautiful 

resume on me.  

      

MOREIRA:     Is that what is in this letter? 
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DOUGHERTY:     They were going to pay, well, they probably were going to put my name 

in, you know? I would have liked to gone to college. When I got out of high school, you could 

go to the University of Maine for $550 a year, room, board and tuition. Couldn’t afford it. It 

would cost you more than that a day now, wouldn’t it? I don’t know how some of them 

storekeepers in Calais, they sent their sons to, and daughters, to college, the University of Maine. 

 And according to my brother Lawrence, he’s friendly with one of the former 

storekeeper’s sons, he’s down in Washington, DC, and he always stops there on the way when he 

goes to Florida to talk to him. His father sent both his boys to college, and he says he only made 

20 dollars, 28 dollars a week profit in the store. He was, they were Italian. And then there were 

the Dimitris (?) in Calais. All their girls. Mike, I think he went, yes he did, and he worked for GE 

for years. He was some kind of a jet engine engineer down there. I worked at GE. I worked there 

for 39 years. I worked there as a welder on jet engines.  

 

DUDLEY: What was the title on your paper? 

 

MOREIRA:     Just different sections. There are things here in help wanted and 

advertisements. Are most of those just jokes? Or are they-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Probably, yes. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Sort of hard to tell with this. “Wanted, barber’s apprentice. Needs very little 

experience. Learn as you go along. Apply in” purpose, “in person,” rather. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     You got a hair cut for ten or 15 cents in those days. 

 

MOREIRA:     “Kelpamalt, the wonder beverage. I gained 20 pounds by drinking Kelpamalt.” 

Did you guys have to pick kelp at all down there? Were they using that as fertilizer? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Kelp? 



Ron Dougherty  NA 2626  Tape 1940, Side B  36 
 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They probably were. Why, does it say something? 

 

MOREIRA:     No, I just wondered if, where somebody was making fun of kelp if this might 

have been a task that they had to do, that they found particularly unpleasant. That they were told 

to pick kelp off the beaches. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Geez, they could have. It could be. They used to collect that for iodine, I 

think. Didn’t they? Iodine? 

 

MOREIRA:     It’s also very good fertilizer as well. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     And I thought maybe if, you know, they were planting things, they might have 

put some around the new growth or something. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     We used to eat that dulce. Did you ever eat dulce? 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, yes. I love it, actually. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I read article of a guy down in Lubec or Eastport, he eats a whole bag 

every day. He must have awful high blood pressure. 

 

MOREIRA:     And here’s another farewell issue of the Acadia. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 
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MOREIRA:     This must have March 30, or March 20, 1940. That must have been your exit 

group. Was it? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     It could be. My name would be in there, if it is. They probably got a list of 

names. Funny why I saved it. 

 

MOREIRA:     You were in charge of news. Oh, no, there were several people in charge of 

news. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I met Desjardins over in South Portland. They used to have, they used to 

have the meetings over in one of the buildings in the technical college there. And we used to go 

to dinners there, at the restaurant where the student cooks were. And we had a reunion there one 

time. And there was a bigger, looked like a cafeteria there. We used to have a cafeteria. And they 

used to get some good speakers there. And that’s the day I met Desjardins’s wife. When I found 

out he was in the same camp with me. I don’t remember him. Of course he was probably in 

another barracks, you know? 

 

MOREIRA:     This is kind of interesting. The Contents page looks sort of the art deco style, 

like you find in The New Yorker, you know? Same period. And the graphics. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     We gave a, every year, we gave a scholarship over there. A 400 dollar 

scholarship. 

 

MOREIRA:     To whom? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     To a student that’s going to study forestry or environmental-- 

 

MOREIRA:     At Orono? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     At Southern 
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MOREIRA:     At Southern Maine. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Southern Maine Technical College they call it now, don’t they? 

 

DUDLEY:     There is a CCC scholarship every year? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Every year, yes. 

 

DUDLEY:     How long has that been going on? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Ever since I found the chapter. I think one of the fellows died and he left a, 

oh, who a big contributor to it was, a fellow who died last year. Bill Hershey. He always gave 

money toward the scholarship. They got enough there for quite a few years yet, I guess. It’s not 

much, but every little bit helps, right? Lee must have gone to sleep. Sleeps an awful lot. Low 

blood pressure. She’s had a lot of trouble with her back, her shoulders. She’s had a couple of 

shots in her spines, her shoulders. Arthritis. That’s our reunion down in Connecticut. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. That’s from the hall of the northeast area. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, the guy there with the beard, he’s the northeast director. 

 

MOREIRA:     Let me turn around. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I met a lot of guys from my camp there. That live in Connecticut. Where 

the hell is he? The guy with the beard. There he is there.  

 

MOREIRA: OK 

 

DOUGHERTY:  He doesn’t have a beard now. 
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MOREIRA:     That’s quite a beard. So this is 1998 . . . 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They come up to, him and his buddy come up to our meetings every once 

in a while. Our chapter president’s going to run for the national treasurer this year. Goozy (?) . 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He’s going to be away. I’ve got to run the meeting next month. 

 

MOREIRA:     This is what the site looks like now at McFarland. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. That’s it. I think they took these old barracks and turned them around 

and refurbished them. 

 

MOREIRA:     You think they turned them around. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s part of McFarland’s old barn there. That’s probably, is that a house 

there? 

 

MOREIRA:     Hard to tell. My eyes aren’t that great. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Looks like it, though. 

 

MOREIRA:     Hard to tell. Doesn’t look like it. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That plaque. And you might see a picture of the plaque there, too. 
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MOREIRA:     That doesn’t look like a, that looks more like an old motor home or something, 

or a truck? Flier for the Lennox, Massachusetts. And here’s handbooks for the enrollees. Any 

difference? We have one with a green cover, one with a brown cover. What would-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Maybe just different years? Maybe. 

 

MOREIRA:     One by Ray Hoyt. Editor of Happy Days. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I’ve got a book in here a guy from New Hampshire wrote on the CCs. Best 

book I’ve ever read. 

 

DUDLEY:     It’s different content. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Is it? 

 

MOREIRA:     OK, yes, both by the same guy. And is there a date on it? Do you know the 

name of the book that you just mentioned, the fellow from New Hampshire who wrote . . . 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, I’ve got it in there. 

 

MOREIRA:     You thought it was an excellent book. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Release me, and I’ll go in and get you the book. 

 

MOREIRA:     Here’s another, another text. Builder of Men: Life in the CCC Camps in New 

Hampshire.  This is recommended by Mr. Dougherty, and the author is David D. Draves, D-r-a- 

v-e-s. And the publisher is Peter E. Randall, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, date is 1992.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     I like that one. (?)     Here’s another one here. This is one of the first ones 

that came out. 
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MOREIRA:     Roosevelt’s Forest Army. I’ve got, actually, no, I’ve got a book called The 

Bush Monkeys. Which is, this is by Perry H. Merrill. M-e-double r-i-double l. Roosevelt’s Forest 

Army: A History of the Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933-1942. Published by Perry H. Merrill, 

Montpelier, Vermont, 1981. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Here’s one here . This is . . . . (?) 

 

MOREIRA:     We Can Take It: A Short Story of the CCC. By Ray Hoyt. This is the same 

fellow who wrote those manuals for, no, the manuals for enrollees that we passed a little while 

ago.  

 

DOUGHERTY: Yes, yes. 

 

MOREIRA; So he must be one of the Washington crowd, I guess, who were. This says 

American Book Company, New York, 1935. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Talking about a big forest fire. 

 

MOREIRA:     Actually, I remember, there were several people killed in that forest fire. 

Correct? Yes. Yes. I remember hearing about that. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     The monthly news that came out was . . . , but (?) 

 

MOREIRA:     This is Michael Schultz, In the Shadow of the Trees.  And this is CC Camp 

One, Allegheny National Forest.  And this was published 1997, and this is the third printing 

from 1998.  

 

DUDLEY AND DOUGHERTY:     (?)     [both seem to have moved out of microphone 

range and are barely audible] 
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MOREIRA:     Yes, well, I’ve read about it and apparently it affected Acadia because a whole 

lot of fire fighting training was initiated because of it, or forest, different fire fighting 

management tactics were introduced because of that, I think. It was one of these wake-up call 

events when people realized they need better organization. Do you remember that actually 

happening? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No, I don’t. I didn’t know anything about that until . . .  (?) 

 

MOREIRA:     Here’s a list of people who attended the plaque dedication, and these are 

former members of the 154th company. Are you able to sort of look at this and see who, which 

of these guys might still be around? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, sure. 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes? And if we could just go through this sort of slow process of reading 

through them. Chuck Arnold of Bass Harbor, Maine. Guy Alan Wood. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He’s dead. 

 

MOREIRA:     Claude Beaupre? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I don’t, I’ve lost track of him. 

MOREIRA:     Now that’s the fellow who you were in the picture with, right? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     You’ve got a good memory. 

 

MOREIRA:     His address here is Route One, box 1455, Rockland, Maine, 04841. John F. 

Bartlett? 
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DOUGHERTY:     Oh, Claude Beaupre! He lives in Rockland, I’m sorry. He lives in 

Rockland, Maine! 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He used to be a, they had a little dinky tractor there. He used to drive a 

tractor. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He’s probably still living.  

 

MOREIRA:     OK. John Bartletts, in-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, I think he’s dead, too.  

 

MOREIRA:     John Blair? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He’s our treasurer. 

 

MOREIRA:     Norway? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, that’s another. There’s two John Blairs. Yes. He was in Princeton 

camp. 

 

MOREIRA:     George Casey? From Bangor? 34 Taunton Road? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Lou Corbin, I know he was in my camp. They live in Connecticut now. 
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MOREIRA:     OK. Lou Corbin. 425 Fourth Street, East Hartford, Connecticut. 06108. Here’s 

Bob Blair.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     He’s the one that’s our treasurer. He was in-- 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 1035 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He was in Millinocket camp. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, so not all these guys were actually members. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. They attended the dedication. 

 

MOREIRA:     But they weren’t necessarily members of the-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. Anyway, you can-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Tom Desjardins. 

 

MOREIRA:     Tom Desjardins. Bob Shenever? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. He was in Millinocket. He was our first president. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. William Dow? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, he was in our camp.  
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MOREIRA:     OK. And that’s rural, RR 1, Franklin, Maine, 04634. Ken and Francis Farrer? 

Do you recognize those names? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Where do you see that? 

 

MOREIRA:     Just under William Dow. Farrer. Or Farrer? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, he was there in our camp. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. He’s 2 B Street. I guess it’s 2 B-Street Extension, Bangor, Maine. And 

then Francis Ferrar is Box 103, East Holden, Maine, 00429. Webster Fox? 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     That’s 37 Alpine Street, Oakland, Maine. 04963. Fernand Gagnon? Might be 

Gagnon down here. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Fernand Gagnon. 

 

MOREIRA:     Fernald Gagnon. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Fernand. 

 

MOREIRA:     Fernand, yes. And he’s at Saint Agatha, Maine. PO box 27, 04772. Leo 

Gravel? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Gravel. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     He’s at Route 2, box 325, Houlton, Maine. 04703. Phil Goozy (?) 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No, he’s, he was in Bridgton. He’s our chapter president. 
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MOREIRA:     Right. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He was our chaplain at that time.  

 

MOREIRA: And he is in Bridgeton, is he? 

 

DOUGHERTY: He was in Bridgton Camp. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, he’s in Bridgton, Camp. Charles Gallagher? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I’m not sure about him. 

 

MOREIRA:     He’s 9 Murrayhill Avenue, Springfield, Mass. William Harrison? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     At PO Box 37, Penobscot, Maine. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     George Habey, I know him. 

 

MOREIRA:     George Habey. Do you know if he’s still around? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I tried, we went, last year we came back the old Route One and I stopped 

down in, what’s the name of the place he’s at? 

 

MOREIRA:     Well, he was in Sullivan. Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Sullivan! He was the postmaster there. And he used to write me all the 

time. He doesn’t write anymore. I stopped there trying to look him up, and I asked so many 
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people, and they said well he lives down here, and the post office is right across the street. 

Nobody home. But I thought sure I’d see him at the dedication. But he’s probably--you know, a 

lot of these guys are not healthy anymore. 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes, exactly. No.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     So he may not be well. 

 

MOREIRA:   Because he was very active. 

 

DOUGHERTY:  But if he’s still living, he used to drive, pick up the mail, and go to the post 

office in Bar Harbor, deliver the mail and bring it back and sort it out, whatever. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. We’ll try and find him. 

 

DUDLEY:     What about Mr. Gravel? Leo Gravel? He’s the one that we tried to call and were 

not able to get in touch with. Do you know anything about him? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     The name is familiar, but I can’t make any connection with it. It sounds to 

me like he might have been--there were some boys from Portland there, too. Quite a few boys 

from Portland. Most of them were from up around Aroostook County. There was one fellow that 

I graduated from high school, he’s still living down in Calais, Maine. Ron O’Neil. He doesn’t 

seem to be interested in this. But I’m going to send him some pictures. And he takes them down 

to the Calais Advertiser, see if he can put anything in it. 

 

MOREIRA:     What’s his name? Ronald O . . . 

DOUGHERTY:     Ron O’Neil. 

 

MOREIRA:     Ron O’Neil. In Calais. 
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DOUGHERTY:     He was the dispensary lieutenant. He’s the one I told you about that, I 

think(?),  that had to have the enema. 

 

MOREIRA:     Well how about this? James Joyce? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Did I tell you that? 

 

DUDLEY:     I think so. 

 

MOREIRA:     What was this? 

 

DUDLEY:     Uh oh, time to turn the recorder off again. [tape turns off, resumes] 

 

DOUGHERTY:     And every time we meet, we always talk about that. His wife was, her 

father was the local doctor in town. The eye doctor. And I got my first, when I went to high 

school, they never checked our eye sight like they did in grammar school. The nurse used to 

come once a month. They’d look for lice in your hair and test your eyes and all that. 

 I had a hell of a time in high school. When I got out of high school, I went to business 

school over in St. Stephens, and I got a pair of glasses. What a difference! It was a whole new 

world! I couldn’t even read the board, I was, you know, I was struggling. But I got by all right. 

But over there, maybe it was different courses, I don’t know. But I think those glasses made a 

big difference. 

 

MOREIRA:     Well, it certainly helps. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I got my first pair of glasses from her father. Matter of fact, I took them 

down. They’re old, and they collect old glasses. I took them down and gave them to her. One 

summer. 

 

MOREIRA:     There’s a few more names here. 
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DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     There’s James Joyce. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, I know him. He’s probably dead. 

 

MOREIRA:     From Town Hill, Bar Harbor. We can look him up. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. He married a girl in Bar Harbor. 

 

MOREIRA:     04609 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I think probably he is dead. 

 

MOREIRA:     Reno Corhonan? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Corhonan? Yes, he’s dead. 

 

MOREIRA:     Yes, OK. Samuel Mitchell? From Edgewood street in Bar Harbor? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, he’s an Indian up to Peter Dana Point. 

  

MOREIRA:     Oh, is that right? 2026, sorry, 28 Edgewood Street, Bar Harbor. He was at 

Princeton camp, was he? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Oh, no, no. He was, there were two Indians at our camp. One was, 

what was his name? 

 

MOREIRA:     Mitchell, Samuel Mitchell. 
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DOUGHERTY:     Mitchell, and there was another fellow. I went down there to look him up 

when they put a plaque in Princeton. But they were at that dedication there, and they wanted us 

to put a plaque at Princeton. Because that’s where the CC camp was on the Indian reservation. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     So we went down and look them up and couldn’t find them anywhere. But 

then we finally put the plaque in Princeton. This lady had a little piece of land out in front of her 

house that they named it Legacy Park. They put a flagpole there and they put a stone, put it on 

there. And then one of the Indian governor there went to Goozy (?), when they met him up in 

Augusta there. He said, you know you were supposed to put that plaque in Princton. 

 I know, he says, we went down there to see your people and they couldn’t find them 

anywhere. They didn’t seem to be interested. I went to the house and I talked to the lady of the 

house, and they said they was gone to Calais or something, so we decided to put it in Princeton. 

So he was a little upset about it, but nothing we can do about it now. 

 

MOREIRA:     Let’s see. What’s the next name. Ted Morin(?) East Hartford, Connecticut. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, yes. They live in Connecticut. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 26 Murray Street, East Hartford, Connecticut, 06108. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Did you get Corbin? 

 

MOREIRA:     Lou Corbin. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     I might have missed--yes, I think I did. 
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DOUGHERTY:     They’re all buddies. He, and there’s another Connecticut address. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. Well, I’ve got to drive down to New York later on. Maybe I can swing 

home through Connecticut and talk to these guys. 

DOUGHERTY:     They all, they’re all friends, because I met them in Lennox. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. James Millett at Old Town? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I don’t know. 

 

MOREIRA:     Lincoln Green, Old Town. 04468. Easy to look that up. Gilbert Michaud, from 

Brewer. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, they’re all-- 

 

MOREIRA:     No address. Just Brewer, Maine. 04412. John McLeod in Portland? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I see him. 

 

MOREIRA:     That’s right, I knew the name was familiar. 

 

DUDLEY:     I’m seeing him tomorrow. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, you’re going to go to the Deering(?) Pavilion? He was in Camden, and 

Camden closed up and he went to Bar Harbor as a hospital attendant. He probably took one of 

O’Neils’ jobs. He’s a big help. He’s our assistant treasurer and historian. I used to be the 
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historian. And he used to be the vice president. So I’m vice president, he’s historian. I’d just as 

soon be historian. 

 

MOREIRA:     Stanley McGoff? Portland? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Is it Portland? 

 

MOREIRA:     Well, it’s Shawmut. I don’t know where that is. 04975. Anyway, it’s-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Take his name, anyway. He might. . . . 

 

MOREIRA:     Stanley McGoff. M-c-g-o-f-f. PO Box 136, Shawmut, S-h-a-w-m-u-t, Maine. 

04975. Daniel McGraw of Surrey, Maine? Dan McGraw? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Was he in Bar Harbor camp? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Harvey Ober. O-b-e-r. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, he’s from our camp. 

 

MOREIRA:     OK. And he’s from Rural Route One, box 730, Goldsboro, or Gouldsboro, 

actually, 04607. And Floyd Ober. RR1, Box 4, East Sullivan, Maine. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     04664. 
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DOUGHERTY:     He’s a friend of Hady (?) 

  

MOREIRA:     Yes, they’re all down in the same area, aren’t they? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. They all meet at the American Legion down there. 

 

MOREIRA:     That would be a good place to get in contact with them. That’s a good idea. 

Excellent idea. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s where you can find out if they’re still living. That’s for sure. 

 

MOREIRA:     Jim Panages? P-a-n-a-g-e-s? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He, no, he was in Princeton. 

 

MOREIRA:     He was in Princeton.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     He and I worked together for years, and never knew that each other was in 

the CC. So this fellow from, lives in, down in Robbinston Red Beach worked there, too. And 

they used to come down, we’d have coffee once in a while. I said, you know, there’s a fellow 

down here that was in the CCCs. He says, I’ll bring him down. So he brought Jimmy down and 

come to find out Jimmy was in Princeton. He lives up in Pittston, Maine. But here--he wasn’t in 

Bar Harbor. 

 

MOREIRA:     He was in Princeton, Maine. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He was in Princeton. He used to do a lot of boxing. He was quite a boxer. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, is that right? 
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DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Good fighter. He used to fight those boys over in St. Stephens. He 

said to me, he said, you know the Wheelock (?)        boys? Yes, I knew them. You know the 

Steves? Yes, I knew them. He said boy, those are good fighters, those guys. 

 

MOREIRA:     The mill brings them up tough, I guess. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     Robert Raynes? R-a-y-n-e-s? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. He’s dead. 

 

MOREIRA:     He’s dead. OK. Henry Rand? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Rand? 

 

MOREIRA:     Rand. R-a-n-d. From Waterville. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:     130 Silver Street, Waterville, Maine. 04901. Art Studer, I know, I’ve met him. 

I’ve talked with him. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Studer? I don’t think he was in our camp. 

 

MOREIRA:     No, he was in Ellsworth. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Ellsworth. 
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MOREIRA:     He was an LEM at Ellsworth. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     You’ve got quite a memory, you know that? 

 

MOREIRA:     Well, this guy’s been, had some great photographs to share with us. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I hear from him a lot. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, he’s very keen. Very keen. Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     But he’s on oxygen now. 

 

MOREIRA:     Is that right? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I think his wife does all the writing for him. 

 

MOREIRA:     Is that right? Was he at the dedication of the statue? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No, he wasn’t. He couldn’t make it. I sent him, I sent him some pictures 

and some information. 

 

MOREIRA:     He was really looking forward to that. He, I suppose, I talked to him twice. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, she told me in one of her letters she drove him down there, so, to see 

it one day. 

 

MOREIRA:     Oh, he did get to see it? Oh, good. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They live in a real out of the way place. 
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MOREIRA:     Boy, do they ever! 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I never heard of it. Marionville? 

MOREIRA: Mariaville. It’s, I usually get pretty good with directions, but it took me a long 

time to find his place. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     It’s between Ellsworth and the Airline Road there somewhere. There’s a 

lake 

 there. 

 

MOREIRA:     What is it, Green Lake? Or a great big lake just in from Ellsworth. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They used to come all the way over to Bear Brook State Park. That’s 

where I first met him. 

 

DUDLEY:     We’re about out of tape. 

 

MOREIRA:     Are we? 

 

DUDLEY:     Want me to put on another tape? 

 

MOREIRA:     Sure. Just get through this list. There’s only about another six, or maybe 

another ten names. 

 

[End Tape 1940, Side B.  Begin Tape 1941A, Side A] 

 

DUDLEY:    Do you want to just ID this tape? 

 

MOREIRA:    Yes. Today is June 26, 2001. My name is Jamie Moreira and I’m with Anu 

Dudley. And we’re at the home of Mr. Ronald Dougherty, in Acton, Maine. And we’re talking 
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about his experiences with the CCC. And this is the second of two tapes. Right, let’s see...Art 

Studer...Joe Snowdeal, S-n-o-w-d-e-a-l 

 

RONALD DOUGHERTY:     Yes, he lives down in-- 

 

MOREIRA:    Jonesboro. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Jonesboro, yes. I haven’t seen him lately. He used to come to--I used to go 

up to Cole’s Museum. They had a reunion there once in a while. But I got on the outs with Cole, 

and I don’t go back anywhere. But there’s a guy by the name of  Petit 

 

MOREIRA:    Petit. Gabe Petit. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Gabe? 

 

MOREIRA:    Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Have you interviewed him? 

 

MOREIRA:    No. I haven’t yet. But he wasn’t in, in the Acadia camps, was he? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. He’s on our bad list. Our chapter’s bad list. He throws a monkey 

wrench into everything. 

MOREIRA:    But this fellow Snowdeal is RFD-1, Box 44, Jonesboro, Maine, 04648. Vernon 

Wardwell, Bucksport. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, yes. It’s bringing back a lot of names. 
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MOREIRA:    Yes. Well this is from ‘92, so I’m sure, you know, time has taken its toll kind of 

thing. But it’s great to have these names. A lot of them I haven’t seen before. Joe Letart, 

L-e-t-a-r-t. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. He just died. 

 

MOREIRA:    Just died? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He was in Bridgton. He lost a leg during World War II. His wife Rose still 

comes to our meetings. Goozey (?) brings her with him. 

 

MOREIRA:    And does she have a connection with the island at all? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. No.  

 

MOREIRA:    OK. Vinyl (?)  McNeill? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He’s dead. 

 

MOREIRA:    George Stevens? 

DOUGHERTY:     Vinyl McNeill worked for the interior department as a surveyor. 

 

MOREIRA:    Oh really? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. What was the next guy? 

 

MOREIRA:    George Stevens. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s the other Indian guy. Stevens and Mitchell. 
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MOREIRA:    Yes. Box 211, Princeton. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Princeton. 

 

MOREIRA:    But he was in the Princeton camp, not-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He was in our camp. 

 

MOREIRA:    Oh, he was in Bar Harbor, too. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He was one of the ones that wanted us to put a plaque at Princeton. One of 

the guys we couldn’t find. They hit the woods when they heard us coming. 

 

MOREIRA:    OK. PO Box 211, Princeton, Maine. 04668. George Stevens. William Pratt, at 

Woodland? 

DOUGHERTY:     He’s dead. He just died. A week ago. 

 

MOREIRA:    Oh, really. Oh, my gosh. James Mitchell? Princeton, Maine? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s another, that’s another Indian. 

 

MOREIRA:    OK. And that’s PO Box 14, Princeton, Maine. 04668. Carlton Morse? In 

Ellsworth? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I don’t know him. 

 

MOREIRA:    Carlton Morse? Actually, I think I’ve been given his name before. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     You know, there was four barracks. There was four different barracks. 

And there was probably 25 men in each barracks. Or maybe more. You know most everybody 
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there. I worked in the office, so I can recognize a lot of these names. I used to make the payroll 

and everything like that. Anybody else probably wouldn’t know the guy in the next barracks. 

Because they more or less chum together, too, you know. And they were probably on the same 

work gang, too. 

 

MOREIRA:    Would all your work, the guys you worked with, would they all be in the same 

barracks? Or would they mix them up? Did that make any difference? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, they’d be mixed up. Yes. The barracks I, I was in, there was the camp 

carpenter and Doucet and then, a lot of them were Army overhead. I was what they called Army 

overhead. But it’s people that run the camp when the other people are out in the field. Working. 

Cooks. One half of our barrack was all cooks. Now, there’s a Father Nadeau down here from up 

in Aroostook County. I look at that guy and I say he looks just like a guy that was in the CCCs 

with me. And I wonder if that would have been his father was in the CCCs with me. Some day 

when I get to know him better I’m going to ask him. They’ve only been here a short while. And 

he’s young enough, too, that he could be the son. 

 

MOREIRA:    Could be. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     And I understand there are two brothers that are both priests. Little guy. 

Quite quiet. Very quiet. 

 

MOREIRA:    So anyway, Carlton Morse is RFD- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s a familiar name. 

 

MOREIRA:    Box 501--yes, it rings a bell with me, as well. Box 501, Ellsworth, Maine, 

04605. And then Austin Wilkins, who we’ve mentioned before, 3 Blaine Avenue, Augusta, 

Maine, 04330. And then Reverend Edward Garrett from the Bar Harbor Historical Society. And 
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enter George Cleavis from the same organization. I presume they were just there to represent the 

town. Well, that’s a lot of leads for us to follow up. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Another thing popped in my mind. When I was working for doctor, Mr. 

Sullivan. He was the park naturalist. We went to Bar Harbor--once in a while I get in my head I 

go to Bar Harbor. I love to go down there and run around, you know, and just see the old places. 

I go up to the old CC camp and everything like that. We went there one year and it was raining 

one day and we parked the car across the street from the library. So we made a mad dash and I 

says I know where we can go. 

 So we went over across the street and downstairs, under the library was where his office. 

So we went in, there was a historical society there. So we went in, we were looking at things. I 

looked up on the wall, and here was this ship that I served on during the Navy. It was a, it was in 

Bar Harbor, Maine. Anchored in Bar Harbor, Maine. And it was a dirigible tender at that time. 

 Because I remember it had a flight deck on it and it had a big, the mast was gone, they 

had a big mast, and there was a dirigible on it. It showed it in the picture. “USS Patoka” (?), and 

“Bar Harbor.” And I says, they moved out of there now, and I kept saying, I wonder what the 

hell they did with that picture. I wonder if I could go down there and scrounge around and see if 

I could find that picture. 

 

MOREIRA:    Wow. That was in the historical society, was it? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:    Next time I’m down there I’ll ask about it, see if I can -- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Downstairs, when you go in the door, it was right on the wall. USS Potoka 

(?). And I think it was the Shenandoah, that was on there. They came there, they used to have, 

you know, Navy ships would come in like Fourth of July, you know, Snow would say hey, how 

about a destroyer or something up in Eastport. Well, the ships used to come in there. 
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  When the, I was in the CCs when the war started over in Europe. And the USS 

Mississippi came in there. And they anchored. And most of the guys were on leave. They stayed, 

they come out and you look and you see these guys Navy uniforms getting out of the bunk in the 

morning. They’d feed them, didn’t say anything, gave them their meals and whatever they 

wanted. And all of a sudden, gone. The ship is gone. They were going to stay there over the 

holidays(?). The ship is gone, the guys are gone, everything. We found out later that that 

Mississippi was following that ship that got sunk down in Montevideo Harbor. The German-- 

 

MOREIRA:    The Graf’s (?) Bay. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Graff’s (?) Bay. We were neutral. But they were keeping their eye on it for 

the British. And then the British boxed her up down there and sunk it. 

 

MOREIRA:    They had to scuttle it, yes.  

 

DOUGHERTY:     Isn’t that funny how different things happen? 

 

MOREIRA:    Any idea whose car this is with the CCC plates? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. That’s mine.  

 

MOREIRA:    That’s yours, is it? Do you still use the same plates? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No, I had it up until this year and I dropped it. My pickup I had it, and I 

had a write up in the Sanford Times about it. 

 

MOREIRA:    Did you keep the plates? 

DOUGHERTY:     I got it out in the garage. They wanted me to turn it in, I said to the girl, 

“Can I keep these? We’ve got a museum. I want to put them in the museum.” “Yes, OK, you can 

have them.” So I’ve got them out in the garage now. That particular car there, the first time I 
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went to Cole’s  Museum to a reunion up there, most of the guys up above Bangor are not 

organized. We’re kind of organized down here. Got our own chapter. 

 So this guy from Connecticut wanted to go up and see if he could get a chapter started up 

there. But he couldn’t get anybody to, you know, take the ball. So I went to Cole’s  Museum, 

and this guy, the fellow that, one of the writers in the public interest, Worthington, his name was. 

He suffered here with the prostrate cancer. He eventually died. But I’m standing there at the door 

and he looked out and he seen the car and he says, “You know,” he says, “I was coming up from 

Jamaica Plain.” I guess a veteran hospital. “I saw this car on the road. 154 CCC.” And I says, 

“That’s my car!” I says, “There it is right over there.” And yes, he says, that’s it. That was the 

first year I had the car. 

 

MOREIRA:    Here’s another list of former members from-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, I kept records of them for the dedications. I’d write to them and see if 

I’d get some money out of them. But all those plaques that we, we put ten? Ten or twelve 

plaques, different camps in the state of Maine. We paid, the chapter paid for those. They were 

400 dollars a crack. There you are. 

 

MOREIRA:    And these are the actual badges from your-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That was storekeeper. And that was company clerk. 

 

 MOREIRA:    OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Read the telegram. 

 

MOREIRA:    OK. “Ronald Dougherty, 17 Boardman Street, Milltown, Maine. Job here for 

you checking time. $25 per week.” 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I started at 25 and I finally got 45. 
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MOREIRA:    (?) job starting immediately. Wire me here at Salmons, Robinson, Henry 

Company, when can be here? How does he pronounce his first name? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Ludger 

  

MOREIRA:    Ludger? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Ludger Doucet. 

 

MOREIRA:    Ludger Doucet. “Job accepted, leaving immediately.” 

 

DOUGHERTY:     My father drove me up and we stopped in, we stayed in Franklin. And I 

never slept with my father since I was a kid. Yes, we slept together in a rented room up there. 

And I went down and got the job and he went home and that was it. 

 

MOREIRA:    So where was this? 

DOUGHERTY:     Franklin Falls Dam in Franklin, New Hampshire. There was a flood 

control project.  

 

MOREIRA:   Oh, here you go, yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:   They had three different--the Great Lakes company there, Salmons, 

Robinson, Henry, and Coleman Brothers. Another big. Three of them built it. And I got about 

two or three guys from the camp jobs there. 

 

MOREIRA:    Oh, really? How did you swing that? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They came up to the window. I was the time keeper. They had to put your 

tag in, you know? And I look out and I see this face I knew, guy by the name of Redman. He 
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says, “They hiring here?” I says, “No, but I’ll see what I can do for you.” Put him to work. And 

another guy by the name of Wheelock (?)     , one of the boxers. His brothers used to use him 

for a punching bag, but anyway, I looked out one day and he’s there and I got him a job. And 

another kid, who the hell was the other kid? But anyway, I got three of them a job. 

 

MOREIRA:    So this kinds of contacts must have been really important for a lot of people 

who went through the camps. You’ve been through three or four-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     You strike up a pretty close friendship. I mean, after all, you live with 

anybody for two years, you get familiar. And you get some pretty close friends. Ron, of course 

Ron O’Neill, he and I got out of high school together. And a lot of them I still like to see today. 

Ludger Doucet, I’d like to find out where, I always asked about him when I get any, he’s in 

Connecticut. And he had, he had two brothers that came up there and worked on that job, too. 

We lived in a, in Franklin. I had a room, we had a room. We paid so much a week and the lady 

made up your lunch. She’d give you a breakfast, make your lunch, we had to buy our dinner out. 

 

MOREIRA:    I talked to a couple of guys who when they came out of the, one of the MDI 

camps, I forget which one, they were able to get work on the tidal project in Eastport. Was that 

somewhere you tried, or was that more like-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Oh, I was too young. My father worked on that. 

 

MOREIRA:    Oh, is that right? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. 

 

MOREIRA:    Yes. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     He worked down there, he was an all around machinist. But he worked in 

the pipe shop. And he worked there, and that was 1934? ‘33. 
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MOREIRA:    Yes. Some of the guys a bit older than, one’s a fellow by the name of John 

Parsons who lives up in Winslow. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     We had a Parsons, but it was a forester. I saw a death notice for him. He 

lived down in Wells. Come from Wells. 

 

MOREIRA:    There was, this was-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     William Parsons. 

 

MOREIRA:    No, this was a John Parsons. I guess I last saw him in February or something. 

He was a nice, nice guy. Are these regular Army issue or were these made specially for the 

CCC? These are the badges I’m looking at here. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Same thing for the Army. 

 

MOREIRA:    So this would be Quartermaster, basically. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Quartermaster, and in the Navy is a wheel, with a ship’s helm. 

 

MOREIRA:    Right. But this would be Army, wouldn’t it, for the CCC? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No. That’s storekeeper. That’s storekeeper. The same thing in the Army. I 

wasn’t in the Army, but I do know the storekeeper. Were you in the Army? 

 

MOREIRA:    No. No. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Quartermaster aboard ship was the guy who was on the helm. 
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MOREIRA:    The, but, I mean, the branch of the military that was actually overseeing the 

CCCs, was the, specifically the Army, was it not? That was why I was asking. 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. We were under the jurisdiction of the Army. And when we went to 

work, one of the guys, of course I was on the overhead, like senior leader, the company clerk, 

storekeeper, the cooks, the hospital attendant. They were all what they call overhead. When they 

went out in the field, they were turned over to the forestry department. Under the jurisdiction of 

the forestry department. 

 

MOREIRA:    Now these are the buildings that are currently up at the McFarland site. Are 

these actually buildings that were there during the CCC era? Or are these all new? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, I was told they were. And they turn them around--they were all like 

this. You probably saw the picture. They were like this. But they’d turn them around to suit their 

purpose, and they’d convert them into office space. Same size building. This one here in 

particular. The roads are the same as those in there. 

 

MOREIRA:    What kinds of differences do you notice in the look of the buildings? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, we were just tar paper.  

 

MOREIRA:    There was no outside finish on them at all. It was just the tar paper and the slat 

holding the-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:    No. Just tar paper. There were no shingles, no, no clapboard, no nothing. 

They used to have these great big cast iron potbellied stoves, about three in a barracks. And used 

to have a fireman at night, in the winter time, he’d go around and keep the fires going. That was 

his job.  

MOREIRA:    Was that a job or was that something-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     There was a guy name of Cote. 
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MOREIRA:    Or was that something you’d do on a routine? One guy? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, that was, that was, part of the overhead, yes. That was all he did. He 

slept during the day, was up all night. 

 

MOREIRA:    And this building here? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Talking about that, when Cote left, he was one of the ones that had to 

leave, he was in so long. Another kid took over his job and when I went to Florida I had that 154
th CC plate on the back of my car. We went down to this little beach where we were staying 

down there, and we come back to the car, and here’s these two guys standing there and looking 

at the plates. Says“154 CCCs?” 

 I said, “Yes.” “You were in the CCs?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “We’ve got a fellow up 

where we live that was in the CCs. I wonder if you know him.” “What’s his name?” “Charlie 

Farrish (?)” Yes, I says, “I know him.” He says, “You want to do something for us?” They were 

all playing jokes on him. Did I tell you this? 

 

DUDLEY:     No. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     They’re always playing jokes on each other. So he says, well you come up, 

you know, about six o’clock and we’ll take you over. But we ain’t going to tell him who you are 

or anything. So we went up, walked over, and this guy standing there, didn’t recognize him at all. 

Didn’t have a hair on his head. It was Charlie Farris (?)      . He says, “You know this guy?” 

And he looked at me, he said, “No,” he says, “I don’t know him.” Finally I says, he says, well 

this is Ronald, that he knew. I said yes, I know you now, you’re Charlie Farris (?) . 

 He had a beautiful head of hair, but he didn’t have one hair on his head when I met him 

in Florida. So we got talking and he was on the Virginia in Pearl Harbor when it got sunk. He 

went in the Navy right out of the CCCs. Me and another kid, when I got out of the CCs, I went 
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back to Milltown and this friend of mine that I chummed with before I went in the CCs had 

signed up in the Army and he served in the Army. 

 So they served something like a little over two years and it’s considered as a hitch. Four 

years, like, if you--Stuart went to the Philippines, another friend of mine. But anyway, he come 

home, he get discharged, he couldn’t find a job either. So he says, “Ron, let’s go join Navy.” 

“Yes, OK.” So we hitchhiked from Calais to Bangor. We went up there. 

 And he just got out of the Army and he was turned down because he had too much 

overbite in his teeth. I got turned down because I was six pounds overweight. That’s how fussy 

they were. Well the war came, [snaps fingers], they took everybody. 

 

MOREIRA:    It didn’t make any difference then, eh? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     No, no. All they wanted was heads. They didn’t care.  

 

MOREIRA:    Was there anything you wanted to ask, following up from-- 

 

DUDLEY:     I don’t have any other questions at this point. No. This is purely a photographic 

interview. Are we done? 

MOREIRA:    Well, I just wanted to show you some of the pictures that I took last week, and 

just to see if I could ask you a couple of questions. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I got a lot more stuff in there [laughs] 

 

MOREIRA:    Oh, you have more than this? Or-- 

 

DOUGHERTY:     I got-- 

 

MOREIRA:    I mean, you have the, the photo of the dedication that we haven’t looked at. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, I’ve got these pictures here. You’re probably not interested in those. 



Ron Dougherty  NA 2626  Tape 1941A, Side A 70 
 

 

MOREIRA:    Now, where you were a company clerk, you might not have the answers to 

these, but I thought I’d ask you anyway. And these are black and whites which it doesn’t actually 

show the--one of the things that we’ve had very little luck finding people who know a lot about 

are people who did the stone work on some of the trails. Who would actually oversee and design 

work like that? Because this is part of the ladder trail that goes up an incredibly steep cliff face. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     That’s been there for a while, hasn’t it? 

 

MOREIRA:    Yes, and in fact, I understand that the CCC actually restored a pre-existing trail. 

But they practically rebuilt it from scratch. But the stone work that’s up there is really quite 

sophisticated. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Well, you know all the work in Cadillac Mountain and that area was done 

in the early thirties. ‘33 when it first started. By the time I got there, Cadillac Mountain was 

already there, and all the stones and everything there. 

 

MOREIRA:    OK. Is that the loop road you’re talking about? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Now. If you, if you could find Mr. Sullivan, and I understand he’s (?), he 

could probably tell you. He was a park naturalist there when I was there. Because he used to take 

--I never went with him -- but the fellow that was there ahead of me used to go with him with a 

wheel and measure all those trails. And they used to have to keep a record of it. 

 

MOREIRA:    OK. And what’s his first name, Sullivan? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Mr. Sullivan. That’s all I--I can’t think of his first name. Lyn Bobinshaw 

(?)              , if he’s still in Bar Harbor, he was assistant superintendent there. 

 

MOREIRA:    Lynn-- 
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DOUGHERTY:     Bobinchalk, or Bobin something. 

 

MOREIRA:    That’s the whole last name? Bobinchalk? 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes.  

 

MOREIRA:    OK. I should be able to track that down. 

DOUGHERTY:     I think he’s still there because I remember down in Calais, that Mount 

Desert Island there, where the Sieur de Monts landed there, they’re going to have a big 

celebration there in the year-- 

 

MOREIRA:    Down in St. Croix Island there. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. And I, at the beginning of it, when they declared that part of the 

National Park system, I noticed his name was in the paper. 

 

MOREIRA:    OK. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     And he lives out in, he doesn’t live in Bar Harbor. He lives outside--I 

wonder if I could find something. 

 

MOREIRA:    Well if you, if you can--I mean, if it’s, I could give you a call back tomorrow or 

something like that if you have a chance to track it down. And somebody down at the park would 

probably know him as well. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes. If you went up to the, let me see if I can find something. I’ve just got 

to think about this. 
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MOREIRA:    These are kind of neat here. Guys would actually have to stand on that incline, 

held up by a rope, and then drive hand steel . . . (?) . . .  

 

DOUGHERTY:     Here’s a picture of Carney (?) and Desjardins right here. That may be him 

right there. 

 

MOREIRA:    Incredible. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     There’s a picture (?) . There’s the, there’s the park superintendent right 

there. But this guy here is Bobinchalk (?), and there’s a picture of him here. He was assistant 

superintendent. 

 

MOREIRA:    The actual, you mean the current, the present-day park superintendent. 

 

DOUGHERTY:     Yes, that’s him right there.  If I could. . . , I got letters and stuff in there 

from him. What the hell I did . . .  Let me go in the other room. 

 

[End Tape 1940A, Side A. End Session.] 

 

[23 minutets] 
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