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In 1915 while working for the GNPCo, I sac a man in
camp whose head was completely barren of hair. I asked an
older member of the crew wh o the man was and he replied that his
name was Archie Stackhouse and added the unsolicited information
that he lost his hair after plucking all the feathers out of
a gorbie and releading it on a cold frosty day to die,

Donald A. McEachern
R.R, #5

Souris P.O.
P.Bs 1,

ltr. 10/9/58
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Hed Jjust heard the story in a woods camp on Allagash River

where her young son was hunting.. "The owners wife and I were having
afterncon tea when she told me the story of the big fine looking
man with the beautiful head of hair who had caught a gorbie

and plucked its geahers one by one and let it gp. This mans haor
was light and wavy too, and in three months time he didn't have
a hair on his head." Done in cold weather., Womans hushand, who
had scen man, added 4 etails: "man was a lumberman who worked

in the kitchen and the man was so ashamed of himself that he
wore his cap on his head all day in the kitchen., Charlie said
this happened about fEmx five years ago at Ripogenus.. . .

‘he bird screamed at every feather that was plucked and one week
later he ddin't have a hair on his head.," Thinks the man's

name was Stackshaw or something like that.

Ada MacKinnon
Caribou, Maine
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wgekly in Woodsville; N,H ) for information about the fellow who pulled

all the feathers off a bird, and he later lost all his hair, I heard

this story when I was 15 years old ( I am now 59) At the time I was "gookee!
for my father, who was the cook, This was on Pine Stream,where the Great
Northern Paper was operating. Pine stream is reached from Lily Bay (onﬁ
Moosehead Lake) From Lily Bay, by tjiruck to Pittston Farm, and we walked
from there, adistance of about 15 miles as I remember,

J Saw your rebuest in last week's Twin-State News Times (publishe1

I do not know when or whre it happened,js I remember the story
from my father, who knew the man well, this man fed the bird ki till

the bird became tame and ate from his hand, The bird was a moose bird,

( am told that these birds migrate from norlien Canada in the fall to
Northern Maine) The man was Archie Stackpole, I beleive. I later mat
this man, he was driving a four horse'fote"team ( supplying food)
to various camps in this region. He was a tall fellow, sturdy,well built,
about 55 or eo at that time., He did not have & spear of hair on his
head,face or arms. (Have since seen other men complet¥¥ hairless, and I
they told me the csusge of the loss of hair was due to typhoid)

te 1y o6 A.c e Fvawe(
“fr1/8 31 rh7iﬁaq/ 67,
\,L,.,,-,'_!fs,,“]{p) /Y, H 7



[ comrents upon Ridge runner; then adds
WHis right name was Archie Stackhouse."
A.E. Leach
Surry, MNe

1tr 10/10
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Doesn't know that the men avolded Archie, but they
| believed the stoxry.

| : .

l Mrs. Adrian Robinson
N, 54 gy

r TaXieT
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Brownineg Schrumpf cslled and seid that ghe had heard

the "story about Archie" (I had not given his name) in s

sermon by Rev. i Hempstead;—who—wsed—it—as—en—exanple—of
cruelty. He seid it was Judt a lagend, of course,




S

- First heard the A.S. story zkmmk in the sprlng of 1919. Averill
————elaborated on-Archies—arrivel et Temee—eans—eampw—Getw%alking’——-——~—ﬁ
to a Arthur Michaud of Kenduskeg, wo had known Archie and his
brother Charlie. 3iad they came from lignticello, whei h surprised
—— W€ —who always thought he was & provinee men, WMC hed hesrd————
that he hed finsll; been re-uinied w/his wife after about 20 ]

years, and she had been 11v1ng in NB.

Michaud said he had heard the same story about dozens of =
baldheaded men in the woods.
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(Hzs heerd her late husbend's father tell the story.

Cleim: he was the.e when it hep.ened),

"It was on a very cold day at the lunch ground, zs the men

were eatinz lunch that a man by the name of Archie Stackhouse

caught the gzrbey and pulled all (its) feathers out but the wing

~and tail feat ers. Then he threw the bird into the air and said,

"Fly to your Jesus," , I

— The next morning he hed no-hair-or eyebpows, was completely — —

— Ppald efterwerds, Mp.lee sSaid the men were-horrifiec at what he

|
i ———did - =
- Grazce Lee .

Medway, Maine
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This Archie Stackhouse caught the bird, pulled the feathers all out. It was in Feb,
and threw him out into the snow (there are two versions of this one) 1, "Now
fly to hell," 2, Go find yourself a new coate® In the morning when he got wp
his hair lgy on the pillow.
Mrs, Lewls k, Miller
Box 146 B
RFD 1, 01d Town

ltr, 11/20/58
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Incident zyxxmaxwE’ occurred near your town, I beleieve
in a lumber camp operated by the GNPCo, Heard story in 1924,
The incident occurred in a drunken spree, Some fellow caught a small
bird, picked all its feahers but wing and tail. He then made s
profane statement. Told the bird to fly home to its maker.,
Next morning his hair all lay on his pillow

K.R. Slauenwhite
Armdale, NS. 1ltr 11/17/58
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Does not remember man's name-- Big Tom or Big Yack but
Big something. Large powerful man, very capable. Baeutiful head
of hair. Ha ppened aroun Ripogenus Dam about 1912, Caught the
bird, pulled out feathers in spite of pleas of companions,
They said he would be sorry. Bird flew a short distance and fell
dead., Soon began to lose his haor. "He told my father that God
had punished him for what he did to the bird."

Mrs. Jeanetbe Hunt
330 Water St.
0ld town, Me.

ltr. 10/21/58
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First heard story while working at Seboomokk in 1918, As he
hearx it, took place in Xangeley area on a cold day in Feb,
Bird a gorby or tallow jack, as it was called. The fellow
pPlucked the tirds feathers and threw him up in the air "calling
on God if he had the pwer he was credited with toc grow new
feathers on the bird.¥ Anyway when the cookkee called them out
next morning this man's haor all stayed on his pillow,

Raymond J. Whitelgy
Whiteley

Sugar Loaf P.O.

Victoria County

Cape Breton, N7S.
ltr. 10/18/58



While working for PCF one year, 1949, one Mike Samways
there claimed he knew the man, who had been a camp boss for
GNPCo, now on the bum on Exchange St.

Roy T. McDonald Jr,.
The Highlands
Bridgton, Me.

ltr. 10/20/58



Hemrd it when clerking in a woods camp mmx at Abol
Stream, 1934-35, It's a yarn sbout a woods camp boss--
the setting is the lunch ground, around open fire. Bird was
the Canada Jay or Gobby.

Robert H, Barbour
23 Washington St.
Brewer, Maine

ltr. 10/19/58
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Back in 1916 me and 3 more of my fitends was in that part of the country

on a river drive for the GNPCo, and on our way up there we got lost in the
woods and just before dark we came to a camp and this man was caretaker there
for the GNPCo, Si we stayed all night with him, And it was there I got his storye.
He told me with his own mouth that he caught this bird and picked off all its
feathers all but his wings and tail and kb=xkxthen 1let him go out doors, It was
in January and awful cold and he said "Go it you bald headed B "

And the next morning he woke up and all his hair was on his pillow, He didn't
have a hair left on his head., This happened up in the woods about fifty miles
north of Moosehead Lake, On Russell Stream where we were on the pulpwood drive,
The mans name was Archie Stackhouse and the name of the bird is a

gihbbie . 0ld lumberjacks call them the woodsmens friend,

John Ayer

Bingham

Box 191
1tr 10/10
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wgekly in Woodsville; N,H ) for information about the fellow who pulled

all the feathers off a bird, and he later lost all his hair, I heard

this story when I was 15 years old ( I am now 59) At the time I was "gookee!
for my father, who was the cook, This was on Pine Stream,where the Great
Northern Paper was operating. Pine stream is reached from Lily Bay (onﬁ
Moosehead Lake) From Lily Bay, by tjiruck to Pittston Farm, and we walked
from there, adistance of about 15 miles as I remember,

J Saw your rebuest in last week's Twin-State News Times (publishe1

I do not know when or whre it happened,js I remember the story
from my father, who knew the man well, this man fed the bird ki till

the bird became tame and ate from his hand, The bird was a moose bird,

( am told that these birds migrate from norlien Canada in the fall to
Northern Maine) The man was Archie Stackpole, I beleive. I later mat
this man, he was driving a four horse'fote"team ( supplying food)
to various camps in this region. He was a tall fellow, sturdy,well built,
about 55 or eo at that time., He did not have & spear of hair on his
head,face or arms. (Have since seen other men complet¥¥ hairless, and I
they told me the csusge of the loss of hair was due to typhoid)

te 1y o6 A.c e Fvawe(
“fr1/8 31 rh7iﬁaq/ 67,
\,L,.,,-,'_!fs,,“]{p) /Y, H 7
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I asked ir, Snowman if he had ever hesrd of Archie
2tackhouse and he s2id no, but had T heard sbout the
fellow who caught the moosebird and pulled out all its
Teathers and threw it back out in the snow, It thefi flew
streight up. Next morning he had lost all his hair,

H.P. Snowman

Say his father had heard this story many vears back in
19th century
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I was about ter wears old wher I first heard this story and I am now
aix]v-“ivo. The mar who told me gus Abe Banks of Bailey, Surnbury Coupty,

Yew |[Bruanswick, Te was a woodsman aérd told me to be good to the

lloofie Bird or Gorbie,asn thev were sometimes called. Te told me that a
cruel woodsman un the &llagseh had one of these bhirds &rd had pulled
all ite fezcthers out while it was s4ill a8live 2nd the next morrirg all

hig haeir had fallen out orm his »Hillow,

A5 to the man's neme to wwhom it hapnered, I rever heurd but everyone
seemed to belkéve the story., Ir the rext few years I wert to the woods
to vork and I fourd that evervone had heard the story ard helieved it.

I have vet to see anr o0ld woodsma» who didr't heve & lot of resnsct fog
these birds. They are verv frierndly birds in the woods «rd vere TC
alweys cround &t Boliling Time (tea) or~fmych Time. .and e the way,
Pe?ng havnnered to sce then in a cleararce.§)They alwayvs seemed to be
ir pairs, v

I

,4rf%ur'4_45g{u4p193
JFD
#oaﬁvnj/wp.

L7 . /0//4./;'5'
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(In Fort Fairfield) I was standing looking out mhmnmimdmwm on
the street, This young man went by the window with a span of
horses on a load of lumber or feed. This woman said to me"Do
you see that man?" I said yes. She told me that he hadn't a
haor on his body,no hair on his head, no eyebrows, no lashes.,
I asked her why. She told me he caught a little bird one day
and oulled all its feathers out and l& it go.8hrotly afterx
that all his hair came out.

c. 1906-7.

Mrs. Ethel Sinnett
St. Stephen, NB
Box 1084,

ltr. 10/13



I arrived in Perth Jct., Victoria Co., NB, about 1912.
There was a road foreman nearby, minus eyelashes. I do not care to
reveal his name in case of libel. The story told me was that this man
while eating with the road gang caught a whiskey Jjack. . o o
This man is reputed to have denuded the bird of its feathers
and then cast it away. The next morming on asing from his bed he
discoeve d his hair had fallen oub and was on his pillow.

H.C. Fletcher
Church Street
Orono, Ont. Canada
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Powell River, B.C.
Nov. 25th. I958.

Mr. Edward D. Ives,
Instructor in English,
University of Maine
Crono, Maine.,

Dear Sir:-

I will try and answer that add that I cut out from
the Vancouver Provence News paper. When I was a small boy we
lived on a farm at Ashland Maine Aroostook County. And my father
had a hired man by the name of Ace Tracy who was quite a story
teller. \

And he told about a bunch of men that were cutting wood
" 1n the bush and were having their lunch and the Blue Jays
would come around and pick up any scraps of food that the men
would leave around. And one of the men would iry to eatch one
with very little luck. Until one day one of the men said—--

Why don t you put & fish hook on & §tr1nv maybe _you cg,_,”a;
catol e .Sa itke next daw-at. lunwelhetim fias s m s x oy vl oareyp T ul—
v e ~ 4 ~ - v e e e e it \ VHQL-L v 54--#-\-’&&5
hOOK qnd 71no and fastened & piece of meat on it and it wasn't
long before he had a Blue Jay. And when he got hold of it he

pulled all the feathers from its body and AR svgn e =" 0E

And to0ld it to fly to ite Jesus, and when they went to
camp that night and went to bed. The next morning when the men
awoke they looked at the man that had pulled all the feathers
from the Blue Jay. He didn't have a bit of hair on his head
it all had fallen out during the night.

That was the way it was told to me.

Yours truly,

/3. i [~

MI‘. B.Do HOllneS,
Powell River, B.C,
Box 28I. Canada.




iy fether's sister married s man that did thetj his

o]

name wos Eponk A. Bear. He sieyed in Fort Kent and died in |
Fort Kent. (Both parents said he had done it), About 23 years
ago he came home to see us and you know his face was like a baby
He did not have any hair and he did not shave gso 1 aske my mother

and father if thetws the msn and they said yes. They Told me he
hurt the hird and God had to do that so that no-one will hurt —

the hirds, He used to work in Fort Kent and for a long time B
he was mgreied to my aunt Kitiy Wiles ——
. . Mrs. Bugene Gagne — e
o - 14 Bosworth Street

= Qld Town ———— ==
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I have heard the story many times since I was a boy
and I am eighty years old, and I believe it is a true story.
It seems they were eating their lunch out—in the woods on

the Bank (%edi) Ferm, for u;:ry sharpex between lonticello

and qutleton, Maine, and this man Beak (I'm not sure of his

name) caught the bird and pulled zll the feathers out, and let him
go. I never heard that his hair came out overnight.

The boss fired him as soon as he heard what he had done.

Brock A, Currie
Thorndike, Mzine

C Ltacad,  Map e ben  Bear ) — =
SN Ammwﬁgali ‘/%ZiETZ ):omﬂrjﬁ.,jQVQ}k7 éﬁoaﬂ,gauo,/Léf
/C’V &w C&.r,é&.é /{ "
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The story was on everyones tongue in Fort Fairfield at

the time Benny Teague lost his hair-- not only that on his head

but hiw eyebriws, lashes, the works.,
Son of the local constable. Bird supposed to have been a

robin, Was working at old Collins House as a porter.
Time: early 1900s.

James B, Spear
3316 East New York Street
Induanapolis 1, Ind.

Living in Ft., Fairfield at time.
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Heard the dtory from her dad 52 yrs. ago. Born in “anada. Used

to see man working on a bridge near home: bald, no eyebbows or
beard. Wore a little cap w/elastic amund edge to keep it on made
out of some black mateirial. Name was Boone. Story is he was

in woods and girbeys came around. Man told story about if syone
hurts gorbey similar fate vefalls him. Boone said he 4 dn't
believe it and caught one and pulled feathers out and before a
week his hair ail gyehrows and lashes were gone. Never had to shae
afterwards.

I know very few lumberjacks that won't protect and feed that bird.
Heard a man tell story that a man threw a stick at one, broke its

wing and memimdmymbm that af ternoon he broke his arm.
Gorbey hasa cry something oike a gull. Not so loud.

A Limestone= Leader Readr
ltr. 10/15/58
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I read your article in The Ubserver r= the man who
pztlea the feathers from the bird and remained completely bald
thierest of his 1life. I know thie man. His name i1s Henry Boone

of Rowena, Victoria County. I wae guite young snd gullible ax when
I knew him. And he dildn't have a hatir on his head or face when I knew
him. And I was told that the reason he was 80 bald was that he picked
all the feathers off a gorby on a cold day in winter--30 below zero
and let it go., The etory goes that the bird went strailght in the
air till it went out of sight and the next morning Henry didn't have
& hair on hie head. Tyis story 1s absolutely untrue. Through some
fresk of nature his halr all came out and when I was 0ld enough to
absor®d such stories I met a man by the name df James Walker who
knew Henry Bocne very intimately and I asked him if that was true and
he just laughed and saild “fﬁrget it?! As Henry Boone nsver was out
when 1t was 30 below zero. *“‘enry Boone's family were in my generation
and I knew them all and they were as fine a family as were ever raised
in thie part of the country. So 4mes story is not true. I aleo hsar
theeame story about another man who didn't have any hair on his hea%
but I forget his name. It seemed that at that sge when people wer

Eacle Belyeq
S’ht !RM'(’VJ /Vt '6-
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Man is still living, he believes.
Wilfred Graye, Plaster Rock, Victoria Co., NB.

Caught the gorbie, pulled feathers, let it go. Few days later
he lost his hair, eye lashes, eyebriws. At present the man wears
a wige Now in his fifties.

45 wWilton St.
E S¢t. John, NB

T, el 1E ltr. 10/23/58
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A true story. Happened on the Tobique around 1908-09,
Man's name was ?enry Boone. Bird a Canada Jay, knewn as
whiskey Jjack or gorbey.

Rgy Davenport
Juniper, NB, Canada
1tr 10/27/58
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- In answer to vourm question in Mgine Street,

Leonmard Ireland of Westfield, liaine, is the msn you are talking
about, I Iknew the man until his death several years ago. He was
L drunk and picked the gerbey aend said, "Fly away to your God."
__He lost every heir on his body-- eyeboows and lashes and all.

| . __(unsignsd aa::d._i:rnm_:&onkland.)._ .
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<srom Marion D Flllmore

~tresque Isle, Haine v/
Lo (Pace

(gorby?)

A Mr, Lynn Ireland--now dead--lived in Phair Junction about two
miles and a half from my home when I was a girl growing up, and this Mr.
Ireland wore a red wig (curly). I was very fond of his wife but afraid of
him and the wig was a curiosity to ms. Mother had told me that he had taken
a bird and picked all its feathers out, in early Mday, and let it fly awg .
The next day his hair, eye brows, eye lids, tec., fell out and he was
bald headed. Since then I have hears similiar stories about other men havi
the same expcrience. +
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I 1919 I was in Easton, laine, and met a man named Irelsnd, who lived in Phair
Junction in the town of Presque Isle, who was bald as an egg. Was told
he picked all the feathers off a robin, then let it go. EHis hair all dropped

out in a very short time,

Richard A. Martin
55 Niddle Street

Augusta, “aine
1tr 10/7/58
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(My father) said he had seen the man, lLeonard Allen, several
times, It happened in Westfield, Maine, in a lumber camp.

The bird was called a moosebird and the day was an extreme;y
cold day in January. My father said it happened about 45 years
ago, He first heard the story =kmmk in Presque Isle and later had

the man pointed out to him,

Mrs, alph Emerson
RFD #1 Canaan, Maine

ltr. 11/12/58



C-Vle ot K=t N2 g 50
0\\.6)\7 )Tl’&-

\\\h The story was told to me by my psrents, Mr.

and Mrs. P. B. Langley,~dgrs Hill, Maine when I was a
small child some 25 - 30 years ago. It was supposed
to have happened to a man named Len "Wig" Ireland and
took place in the woods near Phalr Junction, south of
Presque Isle. The bird was a gorbie (or gorba). As
the story was told to me, a woods crew was eating din-
ner in the open one winter day and as was customary,
they were surrounded by numerous gorbies. Gorbles were
of a rather teme and trusting nature and were easily
captured. Lan Ireland caught one, pulled off all the
birds feathers and released it with this remark ( or
something similar) "Go back to your Maker - He'll give
you a new coat". In the morning, Len "Wig" Ireland
had lost all his hair and wes completely bald for the

~2ast of his life. ——

Forl (auye/x
2 Turnay G4
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Mr, George Sherwood told me that he went to a house-- I am not sure but I

think it was in Albert Coounty, N.Be-- and he saw this young pan, completely
bald, He asked what mad: the boy that way and his mtoeher told him., The young
man had caught a moose bird and pulled all the feathers out of it. Then let it go,
and his hair fell out in a day or itwo afterward,

Mrs, James R, King
Harcourt, NB
1tr, 10/8/58
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It is supposed to have occurred o er in Albert County only a few miles from
Elgin (NB).

Irvine H, Dunfield
Portage Vale NB
ltr, 10/13/58
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about it. It happened back in 1925 if you can belileve what they S8y
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about 1t. At that time, I was Locomotive Engineer running on this
branch line to a place called Albert, Albert Co;N.B. I was boarding
with Mrs.Wallace who operated the hotel at that time. One day at
dinner time,thls strange man camein for dinner,and I noticed that
he did not haveany hair on his head. I said to Mrs.Wallace that I had

never seen anyone so baldheaded. It was then that she told me how it

happened. She knew this man quite well, and saidhe was working in

the woods,and had caught a moose bird‘ and had picked all it's feathers

out and let it go,in extremely cold weather. Next morning,he had
no hair whatsoever on his head,

Do not mention my name in regards to this matter. I think Mrs
Wallace has passed on since then. I do not know this man's name /

but he would be about 30 years old at that time.
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The man who pulled the feathers from the bird was Mjllard
Downing. Here are the facts as told to me by his younger brother.
I am not too sure of the exact date when I heard it but I think
it was about 1930.. . « He was sort of a Rheadstrong youngster
who liked his own way. .  let me say here that he had a grand
mother who trief more than her best to teach her children

right and wrong)and to live in God's ways. They lived on the

old nhomestead oﬁ Caledonia Mountain, Slbert Co., ... He was

a youngster in his late teens when on one of his wild times he
caught a robin and Jjust for the sheer delight pulled its feathem
all out just to see how far it could fly. At that time he was a
very handsome lad with as lovely a head of haie as a lad could
have. When this event took place his motjer said "The G.od Lord.
will surely punish you for that."In a year and a half from then

his hair was completely gone. RkeEx¥Exrd

Mrs. huth Gillcash
P.O.Bpx 27
l Nortoh, NB

" 1tr. 10/13
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Story told to me by my mother-in-law. She kept boarders at
FPolly Lake, N.S., and this one was working in the woods there one
winter, It was 1912 and he was a man of around 50 or 55 years of
age then, He always kept his cap on, even at the table and on
Sunday when the other men were home., 3She asked him why he kept it
on and he took it off and he hadn't a hair on his head. "Now," he
said, "I will tell you what happened for I had a lovely head of hsair
pnce, but one Hallowe'en night when I was in my teens, I caught
a hen belonging to a widow woman and picked the feathers off itx
and let it go."She put a curse on him and said that she hoped to
see the day when he didn't have a hair on his head. I can't recall
how long it was after that that he woke up and his hair was all
on his pillow and it never grew in again. Fhis man's last name
was Amos, and he came from Sackville, N.B.

Mrs. I. M, Campbell

ltr., Nov 26,1958
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Hapened in Prosser Brook, N.B., My two brotkers saw it happen.
The man's name was Howard Emwmer Beaman (He is still living).
The bird was a snipe.

"A Reader"

Box 344

Shelburne,N,S.
ktr. 12/1/58
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THE: incicent was supposed i hove happened at Prosser Brook, a farming
districy in the Petitcodiac zrea of New Brunswick, The exact year I could not
ascertain but it is believed to have occurred approximately sixty-five years

ago.

The man, young at the yime, was a Nr, Beaman and, as there were three brothers,
my source of infirmation is not certain but believes that his name was Howardy

and that they were the sons of Thomas Beaman,

Mr, Beaman, so the story goes, plucked all the feathers from a sparrow on a winte®s
day and then let it go out into a snowstorm, It is reported that during the night

all Yr, Reaman's hair fell out and never grew again,

Patricia L, Higgs

0 Weldon Street

Moncton, N.B.,
1tr/ 10/7

(from her stepfather, c, 70 ¥rs.)
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This is by no means a fairy tale. Happened somewhere nesr Salisbury,

West. County, NB, Not dure of name but seems to him it wasa Mr, Mitton

or & Beaman, Bird was a "Moose Jay,"

It is known in and around Salisbury,., This Mr, Mitton or whoever, was employed
as a lumberjack I bleisve, At noon one day., On capturing the jay

and after plucking all its feathers, exclaimed "Now Fly to Jesus,"

When being called awake the following morning it was noticed by his mbther

I believe it was, eyeborows, etc, complstely vanished, and strange though it may
seem nothing was ever found of his hait,

Not too many years after, this man moved away to the West, so the story goes,

Vincent T, Whalen

10/9/ 1tr.
Sussex RR 3, NB
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It haooened in a lumber camp at a place called Prosser Brook
in Albert County in New Brunswick. His name was Beaman, forget
the first name. Moose bird. Vaught the bird one night and pulled
the feahers out and the memt morning when he got up his hair

stayed on his pillow.,.
Mrs, Calvin Lounsbury

Fair Vale Sta.
Kings Co.,

NB

ltr. 10/26/58
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The man in question was one, Howard Beamer, and the inciden
to place near Prosser Brook in Albert County, New Brunswick. Mr.
Begmer was employed at that time by the Wright Lumber Company. The
story is that when the men were eatimg—their lunch, bluejays would come
for a treat. One day Mr. Beamer caught one of the birds and plucked
its feathers and let it go. It flew up into the branches and of course
fell to the ground dead due to the cold.

A short time afterwards, the hair from Mr. Beamer's head and
body began to disappear and henceforth, he was known as Baldy or Bald-
Headed Beamer.

I checked with Mr. George Lutes (formerly of that area and
now a patient in Lancaster D.V.A. Hospital)and he advised me that this
Howard Beamer was still alive and either operated or was in charge of
a mail route in the vicinity of Pollett River, N.B.

In case you are not familiar with this Province, Pollett ijer
#e-near Petitcodiac, which is some 15-20 miles southwest of Moncton, N.B.
on Route 2.

{7L€’fv~7/ {ﬁv wle~ ‘Fe\‘ﬂ‘ 1 ﬁ’-\/’(‘- A/ 5 9\0(" /C) e
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The story is told about Harold Beaman who lived or is
living at ‘rosser Brook, Albert Co., NB. The story was told

by a number of people.

Write Weldon Beaman, Parkindale, Elgin, Albert Co.,NB

H.A.L,
ltr. 10/22/58
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Let me explain why I am writing agonymously; the man you inquire
about is a very dear friemd. . . Still living.

Now, the man who pulled the feahers from the bird and later became kx
bald is Howard Beaman in his late 70's or early 80's now living

in Pollett River near Petitcodiac,NB. He 1is not wnjoying very god
health, I first heard the sto.y about 25 yearé ago. I 4o not

know the kind of bird nor how o0ld Howard was at the time., I

believe it is a touchy subject and none of his family has mentioned
ite I mentioned to a cousin of his how very bald he is and

she told me his hair all fell out afier he plucked a living bird which
he then set free, He has neither eyebrows nor eyelashes and his

arms are completely bare of hair., Lived nearly all his life in

Prosser Brook,
Lucy
Albert Co.,NB. 1ltr 11/18/58
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Quite a number of years ago my hisband was lumbering in the Turtle Creek district

of Ajbert Co,, N.B., and the story came to our attention as the man in question came
to the village where we were staying, and on asking we were told that he had caught

a blue jay in the winter and striipped it of its feathers and let it go in the snow and

later his hair fell out. I'm nit sure whether his name was Howard Beaman or Geldart,

Mrs, Harry Walton
Black's Harbor,N.B.

1tr, 11/20/58
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It was a ommon story in the Mimamichi lumber wcods, back in
the early thirtiese. « o The bird in the story wasc: Canada Jay, commonly
called a "Gorbey" in this neck of the woods and I believe also known as
"Weiskey Jacks" and"Camp Robbers",., . . o« The story goes that a logger at a
lunch gxmimd hele had laid some grub on a log, probably soda biscuits and a
hunk of salt pork and some molasses cocckies and while he was tending the
fire one or twe "Gorbeys" stole his grub, This made him mad so he held a piece
of ccokie between his forefinger and thumb and when the"Gorbey" perched on
his finger to get the cookie he squeezed his thumb and f nger together and
caught the bird by the toe, whersupon he decided to teach the bird a lesson
so he pulled oput itd tail feathers and let itn go, The story goes that
without its tail the bird just flew straight up in to the air until it
disappeared and was never seen again, The next morning the logger on getting
up found that his hair had all come out during the night which was his
punishment
To this xday a Miramchi logger won't do anything to harm a gorbey

First heard story 1931 or 32,

Didley Bird
Box 83

Hartland, NB,
1tr 10/10



}‘(@ MW‘ m‘qx“j\’] G-\

o= =9 |51

The ineident you refer to took place in the lumberwoods in the vicinity of |
Blackville, NB, I worked there in my youngervyeras and have heard the story msny ti
times without wvariations,

This man, I would rather not mayxkix mention his name, was working int the
lumberwoods and as is usual at lunch when the fire is started the moose birds
(other names Canadain Jay or whiskey jack) gather round the lunch place.

They become very tame and are easily caught as they will eat from your hand,

This happened before the turn of the century., It was bitterly cold weather

and this man caught the bird a&nd plucked its feathers and set it free,

Natwrally it froze ¥ery quickly,

The morning following the incident when the man arose from his bunk in the

camp his hair all remained on the pillow even to his eyebpows,

I myeself have seen the man many times,

William J. Bergin
RR 4,

Moncton, NB

1tr 10/8/
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Told me by my father. Supposed to happen near Juniper,NB.
The bird was a garbee. Saprened in January. The other men told
him not to do it. He pulled all the feathers out except wings

and let it go. It started up to fly away but fegl a shrot
distance frose to death. The next mroning this man awoke and his

hair was on the pillow in his bunk or bed.

A (Houltn Pioneer Times reader
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The story I first heard in 1918 in a lumber camp on North
Brook/ The man was supposed to have been a very wicked
lumberjack on the Miramichi River who caught a gorbey. . . and
pulled out the feathers and threw it into the air and said
"Go to your ,aker and get a new suit." The next morning when he
arose, his hair stayed on the pillow,

A,L, Cathcart
17 Porter Street Box 122
St. Stephen, NB

ltr. 10/17/58



No names ever mentioned. On Miramichi. Logger caught Canada Jay
in a steel trap. Plucked it clean of fetahers and released it.
When he awoke following morning he had lost every bit of his
haor,

Al O'Donnell

176 Rodney St.

St. John, KB,
ltr. 10/21/58
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"It was told for truth asround logging camps when I was
starting in the woods at the time of the first World War. As
near as I can remember, it was supposed to have happened on some
of the tributaries on the main Miremichi River. The way it was
told to me, the man at their lunch hole one bitter day caught
this bord and picked the featiers all out of it and let it go
free. In a very few mornings afterwards when he got out of his
bunk all his own hair was on the pillow,."Bird was gorbie.

Also called whiskey Jjack.
Arthur Moore

Mouth Keswick, RR 1
York Co., NB.

ltr 10/26/58
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.y father from Newcastle,NB, heard it some 48 years ago.
He worked then in a lumber camp on Stony Brook, near Newcastle,
and at another camp six miles away, the Sinclair camp then run
by John Holms where this incident took place. It seems that this
fellow (name unfortunately forgotten) put a limb out with a
piece of meat on the end and when the bird came to feed struck the
other end with an ax stunning the bird. Plucking the birdmp resulting
in the bird being found dcad next day. Accprding to father he lost
all his hair and nearly his life. Bid a moosebird.
Mrs. Clarence Thurspbn
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Her Bisband heard it from his father (mow %91) of Barnettville,NB.
as follows:

One cold story day at camp, for want of something to pass
the time, a man, Alex Grady of Blackville,NB, caught a moocsebird
and picked out all its feahersand let it go into the cold. The
next morning when Grady got up his hair all lay on his pillow.

(Grandfather) always warned them not to molest a moosebird.

Mrs., Alex Jardine
NorthWest Bridge, NB.

ltr. 10/15/58
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Was told me for the truth. Happened on Miramichi. Bird a koose
bird. Caught by maiing a snare with two horse hairs and tying a
piece of bread to it. The bird took the bread and the fellow
caught the bird and plucked every feather out and let him go and
told him to go to his maker. The next mroning he woke up every
hair off his head was on his pillow. The fellow's name was

Jim Boyd.
William Malcolm

RR #1
Escuminac, Bona Co,
Quebec,

ltr. 10/25/58
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Joe Grady was taking charge in the woods and a moosebird came to
lunch hole for something to eat. And Joe snared him with a string
and plucked all his feahers with the exception of tail and wing.
And let him go and he went right up in the air and the likes of the
screams were never heard before, and he froze., Next mroning Joe
awoke to find his head completely bald. His hair -~11 on the pillow
beside him, This fellow belonged in Ldéwer Blackwille,

(1tr sent me by another man, who added following note)
Remember Joe Grady. As I heard the story it was supposed to

have happened on the Dungarvon River,
Rob't Bamford
Blissfield, NB 1ltr, 11/19/58
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I heard this story from my fatherb in Eel River Bridge,NB, It's around 40

years since I heard this story. This story hapsened with m y father in the same

camp working in the woods, The name of the bird was a pea and the name of the

man was Alex Martin, I dont re e ber the namw of the place but I am sure it

was in New Brunswick, Its like this, Every day he would take his lunch in the woo
woods and every amy time he'd come out for lunch_the pea would have eaten his lunch.
One dau he got mad, Hg caught the pea and pulleﬁ he feathers off and the pea

went away and it was a craking xmmidxxdayx cool [sic] and my father said

to this man "You'll be punished," and he laughed andnsandmbanthiamnmn

at my father and next mroning he got out of bedwith no hair on his head

and it must be around sixty years since this happen, . « . I heard this st ory

many times, He used to warn my brothers to never hurt a pea

because it would happen like Al x Martin,

Mrs, Grace Muzzeroll
TeB. Hospital
Moncton, NB

1tr10/9
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I've heard my Dad tell the story hundreds of times. The
man's name was Leigh Hovey of Boiestown,N.B, The bird a Gorbie.
The gorbie was a bird thatwould make a nuisance around a lunch
hole where the men ate while lumbering in the winter, and if the men
could catch one, it usually got most of its tail feathers pulled.
Then when they let it go it would go straight as an arrow into the
sky. Of cpurse, they'd never see it again, but one or two gorbies
made no difference. There was always more the next day. The story as
Dad told it happened 80 or 90 years ago. Leigh Hovey was then a youn
man 19 years old. While working in the woods, one noon hour caught
this gorbie and pulled all the feathers but what was in the wing.,
Then let it go. Shortly after his hair began to fall out, and at the
age of 20 he didn't have a sign of hair and lived all his W&ife
without any. « . « He felt it was a judgement upon him and wouldn't

wear a wige. + o o This is a true story, not a yarn.

Wm., Hovey,Mesachie ILake, Vancouver, BC,Canada
Box 526 o
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I started working in the lumberwooods about 57 years ago.

I worked azlong the NashwaakRiver. . . « I don't remember when the

story took place but I know it was a long time ago. The story is
that a man pulled the feathers out of what we always called the
gorbey and let it go again on a cold forsty day. And when the

man got out of his bunk the next morning he found that he lost all

his hair. (Did not know men's name),

J. Henry Harvey
Fredericton, R.R.Z2
N.B.

ltr. 11/20/58
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I knew this man, His name was Bill Robson. His home was at
Harvey Station, York Co. N.B., He was working in the lumberwoods
I think across the Maguagavic Lake at the lunch hole., He caught
a moose bird that was trying to get a lunch too, He took the
feathers all off, then set it free. This was in the winter .

I seen the man teh next summer.,"Well Bill, what happened to your
haor?" So he said when he came home in the spring when he got up
in the morning he left his hair on the pillow.

William King
Magundy, York Co., nb
1tr, 10/27
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I 88 3 young man wandered into a Gospel Camp Meeting
Heuse one sunday morning. —
A man in his late Piftys wus on his Feet telling what

d Had done for him.
Although I had never seen this man pefore He some how

attracted My attention. One thing pecular to me was the
Fact Me had no halr on his Head Not even one Halr.

This was in the little Qommunity of New Castle Bridge. N.B

His Name Was RICHARD (DICK) GRAVES HE was the Game Warden
of that locality at the time. Afiner Man Inever had the
Privelage of meeting I became Acogquainted with his Wife
and Famlly later on. and they were a fine Family.

He and His Wife both have gone on to their m=aker.

I hope Im not dbing wrong By Telllng this story mut
He related this to us alu
When he was a teenager He anda another Boy his own age
were working in the woods and during the lunch hour =a
nunber of Birds. sowe calls them Gorbles. But they are
more commonly known as Lumberman&s Friendt!s.

Came zround the lunch ground!s They are very tame birds

they will come and rest on your shoulder.

Mr. graves tola us he =and his chum caught two of these
birds piucked the feathers from their boales =2nd let them
go the snow ocing so deep all the birds coula do was to
hopp ground untiidi cuey froze to death. the woods Bess

en he neard of it fired the two men. Taey were to leave
the Caup the next morning.
—3p__ Vhen I awoke in the Morning Mr. Graves Sald My Hair
4ll of“was on the Piliow and I have never had any hair sinoce.

C . Wheaten

(O/Ll /5‘3 .(‘f‘r,

}/Iledacy ST,
Lc(wcd(_,‘)er/ Nl ()7.
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(Remembers the story being told by an "Aunt" Rachel MacCallum whom
she believes came from Bocabec,N.B. between St, Yeorges and St Andrews.),
(Told with the moral "Don't be cruel to God's creatures).

A farmer was bothered to the limit by crows destroying his garden.
At 1mast he caught one pulled out all its feathers, I think he
usel the naked crow as a "erow scare®, The next morning when he awoke
all his hair was on the pillow and he was bald all his days,

MI'S. A.M. Bl]dd
174 Victoria St.
Moncton, N.B.

1tr 10/7
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The man lives in Marysville. « « o I wouldn't tell you his
name, He has a lot of relations here on the Miramichi, I was an

eyewitmess to this sgameful deed over fifty years ago on the Myllin

Stream. The bird was a moose bird., . «  The man plucked the feathers

out of the bord and let it go. It was a cold day. The man lost
his hair. But before spring his hair was almost all gorwn in again,

R.A. Henderson

RR #1, Box 1

Newcastle, NB, Can,
11/19/58
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"One celd day in the xxmimy mid-winter, a number of
woodsmen sat down by a small fire to eat their lunch., The
garbey like the men was kﬂxxxxxx cold and hungry and flew down
and Avﬂt_i on & plate of one of the crew which madddéd him,
At this he grabbed the bird and pulled his feathers off ad threw
him into the snow, From the morning 2‘ﬁ3r he was bald through his
entire life. This story may or may pot be true. My husbapd
was a lumberman and only heard the story told many times.,

Mrs., Lercy Stanhope

Dexter, wzine
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This is a true story thd has been told to me many times by an elderly
man who I claim kinship to., When a young man he worked in the
lumberwoods in the Btate of Maine. It was a cold winter and the crew
took their lunches into the woods. There were flocks of bluejays

or Jack-daws who would come for bits of food. There was one man in
the company who seemed very rough and cruel, so one day he caught
one of the ¥irds and plucked every feather from it and said,

"Now fly to your maker." The men were shocked and told him he m.
would surely be punished for such an act., Of course he just scorned
the idea, but when he awakened next morning every hair was gone

from his head and it all lay on the pillow,

Mrs, Eva B, Coolen

R.R.#1, Hubbards, N.S.
ltr. 10/17/58
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It was on what people called "Cold F _iday" I donot know
the date, a crew of men were gathered round a camp fire somewhere
in Maine. If my memory serves me right one of the men's name was
Knox. The gorbey or mcosebird were flying around nearly frozen
to detah. Knox cathching one of them plucked it bare and
let it go, saying as he ddd so, "You son of a fly to
your maer," The brid flew straight up énd kept going until it
froze to death. Xnox went to bed that night and when he woke
up next morning his hair lay on the pillow and he never had any
haar afterwards., Also he had something wrong with his speech.
Before he could say a sentence before he could say a sentence
which sounded the same as girbey or moosebird,

Weymon Thornton

Kingsclear, P.O.

York Co., NB
ltr. 10/2/58



I don't know wheteher it was supposed to have happened in my
Dad's time(when he was young) or much g&arlier. Hampmnmammhm
Mamnmy The man who did it was a cook in a lumber camp either in
Maine or Northern N.B. The bird was what they call a gorbey.
This man. . « caught one of the little gorbies when it was eating
some scraps thrown to it by some of the lumbermen. He pulled out
all of its feathers and put the poor thing on a spit (or some soubt
of stick while it was still living., The other men told him not to
do it because it always meant bad luck to harm or kill a gorby.
But the cook only laughed. He had a very nice head of hair which he
was quite proud of, but when he woke the next morning he was
compeletely bald!

My father always believ=d that if you harmed a gorby you would

be repaid in kind.
Mrs., Lewis Shaw
Frederictom RR #1. Camda ltr.l1l1l.1]
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Here is a case I can account for. A Mr. (name withheld) while
eating his dinner in the woods(Maine) laid some of his dinner
beside him when a gorby bird seized it and flew awaye o o o o
These birds are known by lumberjacks as the souls of departed
lumbermen. To get back to the story as related by an eyewitness,
the fellow laid down another parcel of his dinner and when the gorby
cemw to get it he grabbed him and picked off 511 its feathers,
leaving the wing feathers and tail featiers and then held it on
a forked stick over the fire where the kettel was heated, ¥ntil
some BXxxk® one made him stop. The gorby with a shrieking

cry flew straight up in the sky out of sight. That spring the
man was taken sick and suffered the most terrible suffering

until he @Ex’ died,
Cleveland P, Curtis

Bowdoinham, Maine
ltr. 11/7%/58
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That story has heen to17 and retold for ever since I can remember, I heard it when
I was a small hoy (I was in short nans$ when I heard it, I am now 78). I was

in the wcods for Charles Anderson, Dan Ford (?) had a team of horses and I
worked with his gang#, We were in the woods for the late Arthur Gould up on
Township H, How true it is I don't know, but it was told for the truth,

The bird was a Gorble, quite a large hisd, Look something like a bluejay. They
used to b2 thigk in the spruce woods and always came around while we were

eating lunch, We used to like to have them come around when wecwere eating
lunch, We used ti feed them the left-overs, I have none [knownl them to

carry off large biscuits and whatever we had left after we zot done eating lunch
gnd if anyone hurt them they got a hell ofra calling down from the crew in

the woods,

Edward F, Lord
R 3

Skowhegan, e,
1tr 10/7



My grandfather worked always directing logging operations in the woods
of Maine and he used to tell of the gorbie bird, only he called it the gooby
bitd., His version was that these birds were the returned souls of woodsmen who had
been killed in woods accldents, The men were superstitious about them and would not

harm one for gny reason,

Mrs, Stanley Pease
North New Portland, Me,
ltr, 10/8
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Heard the story in 1936 from a Jack Shane of Maine on
a construction job in Vermont.

Frank Sinclair
Plainfield Vt.
Box 117

1tr. 11/3%/58
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Story told about a Hartland resident, about 30 years ago.
Name of Harry oStewart.

ltr. Alden Nowln
10/19/58



Ky step=-grandfasther told e thet story when I

a
o]

girl., Iy srsndfather ran sporving camps in Uhe Sourdnshunk
ion eana tne wen of whom i e =tory was told stoyed at our

mps on nis way Lo the lumovsrins cemus where he worked,

B
0

aw ¥R®E him seversl times. - was aebsolutely bald,

Doris Hsle

Millinocket

I mas—a-—lititle
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I heard this story a long time ago. My brother in law worked
with this man in Maine and stayed in camp with him and a bunck
of other fellows. This bird, they called it catbird, was eating
crumbs around the camp and this man cau ht the bird and pulled
out all the feathers and let it go on a cold winter night,
The next mroning when he got up there was not a hair left in ha
head. My b-i-1l told me this storyabout 38 years ago.

Mrs. “ames A. MacNeil
Ottawa Brook, N.S,

ltr 11/%/58
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(My husband) worked in the woods in Glenwood MMaine one year
with his brither John Gass. The men came to a place where they
used to eat lunch at noon. While waitung for the cookee from
the camp xkmxeExwmame a blue jay flew down and John Gass caught
and pulled the feathers off it and threw it away. The way I look
at it only God would know how he lost his hair,

(His sister asked him how he losp his hair) he told her he slept
in an 0ld camp in an old camp in the woods and there was an

old coat xkeEx® belonging to someone and he folded it up for a
pillow, and after that hiis hair fell out.,

Mrs. R. Gass
30 Elm Ave.,
Ch.town’P.E.I.

1tr 10/15/58
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" Beachcroft"
2706 - 88th Street,
Ladner, B.C,
24/, 11/ Su.

r, Edward D. Ives,
220 Stevens IHall,
University of iaine,
Orono, laine.

Dear Sirg

Having read of your query regarding folk-
lore in the Volce of the Farm column of the ndmily Herald
I thought you nmight be interested in the story I have been
told of the man who pulled the feathers out of a bird.

I was a plow boy on a farm in Ayrshire,
Scotland .when T first neard the story, around I9I4 to
I9I8 or 1920 when the Clydesdale stud of the late Wm.
Dunlop of Dunure ifains was at 1ts neak there was a Stud
Groom named Quintin Young in the employ of ifr. Dunlop and
ne led a Stud horse throughout central Ayrshire and district,
he was cqulite a worthy and a great Pdvourjte with Bboth 014 snd
vourg whdle on hils visihs to the varione farms snd Wis tales
and gosslo were of the best.

Now, Guintin wore a rich red wilg and
everyone Xnew thils, some of the boys would say " Yer in
need o' a hair cut Quintin", and fuintin would repnly by
rurnding his fingers through his wig saying " 4Lye, jist a
guld tlcht yin",.

Culntin Young was well Xnown to my "'other
and she flrst told me the story of how he as a lad was
cleaning grass seed In & pranary alcong witﬁ other workers
on the farm when a bird, (sald to be =« p) got tragped
Jn the granaiy «nd fulntin caught it dﬁuP*F" faeathers theun

Tet it loose and next morning wien e aswore his halr was &l
lylng on his pillow,

Now, T've told you the story as 1t was
told to ne in those far off days, I saw Guintin's Golden
Wedding in a home paper some time after T came to Canada,
he was well known both far and wide in farming circles
throughout Avrshire



We came to Beitlish Columbila in T024 and huve never heen
baek thomghl T would Tike 4o paturn Just to see some of
the old sluces agaln and the few nld cronies which may yet
Hhe bn the FPors, N _
_ e aperabte o Jairy Purm here 1n the Praser
Valley und have z pure bLred herd »f ayrshive catfle, about
seventy head 15 211 an Par we Nave Lad a very md1a wnhes
Ahtel makes the dully shoses = Tittle Mighber with cows
sE+111 ok on Yhe pasture,

_ Wov, T trust my sbory may be of in-
tepest to you and T would be sleased to hsar 1f you recalve
Aiker Tersions of bha stary 57 the man who nlucked the Taa~
theirs aub af a bierd and lost hds own hale, :

John Re Faton
(Parmerly of "Fineme-Jntt
” Dalrymple
Ll :‘;:1 sl :'




-4

As far back as 55 years ago my father used to tell me children

of a boy who pulled the feathersout of a little cmmon sparrow

while it was still alive. Then he was told that God could punish hiax
and every hair on his head would fall out, never to grow again,

This is how the story msed to be told to us., My father was born and
lived most of his life in Canterbury, Kent, Englnad.

I am new to Canada, having only been here six years.,

Mrs. N. Smith
c¢/o H. Tarasenko
Glenmore RQd.
Box RR 1
Matsqui ?

ltr. 12/1/58
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Story told me by my mtoehr 45 years aw. (1913). It was supposec
to be a true story; man about 40 had nice beard and head of
hgir, but from childhood liked to domean things. One day caught
an innocent gorby. Pulled feathers off and let it go. About a
week later his own hair started ® fall out. In a week he was
tota!ly bald. Happened in 1760, mans name was Silas Jacobs of
English descent. Happened in Englad.

Albert Mcdaughlin
(money-maker) Solon, Maine
ltr. 11/7/58
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Story told by an old Frenchman in a British Columbia logging

camp in which I was working in 1922, He was working one winter in
the state of “aine. One very cold winter day several birds appezmred
at - lunch time as usual. These birds are known variously as

camp robbers, whiskey Jjacks and one or two other names that

escape my memory. I believe the co rect name is Cznada Jay.

One of the loggers caught a jay and stripped the fe&thers off it.
the bird died in a few minutes in the extreme cold. The next
morning the man's hair lay on his bed or pillow. It had all faalen
out during the night.. . « « The 01d fellow was quite put out

at our disbelief and said, "I tell you she's true story. I see

it myself." (Northern Maine)

Fred G. Biggs/15587 Columbia Ave./White Rock,BC,Canada
ltr 10/30/58
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Clarence Hanson of Monmouth, Maine, tells the following"true®story:

Years ago, when k= his father was working in the woods in New Brunswick, the
crew were having umik their noon meal in the woods, A "Gooby" (Canada Jay) stole
a biscuit that one of the men had laid besiide him, He put another biscuit

on the log and when the Gorbey came to take it he caught the bird and pulled out
allof its feathers except one in its tail, He let the bird go and it flew
stemight up Bntil it desappeared from view (a la sputnik), That night the

man died,

Wm, A, Stevens
RFD 2
Winthrop, MNe,

1tr. 10/9/58
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This is a true story. They was a crowd of men in the woods working.
(The bird) Thay are a bird that hangs around lunches where the

men eat, The man belong to Bear Island, NB. He is dead now, He
grabbed the bird, name of it was a gorby, and pick ®mk all

feather out of it let it go and nest morning his hair was laying

on his pillow, His name was a yu® parenet., My father was

84 when he died and he was working in the wood at the time.,
A true story.

Douglas Donnelly
Kingsclear, NB, York Co,
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I was born in N.S, Canada in the co of Lunenburg the year 1888, When I was a kid

we believed all the old folks told us and we believed the story as told to me, I
worked in the lumberwoods for a living when I was a young man, They called us
lumberjacks, We had to lunch out at noon. The cookee made a fire and we sat on logs to
eat., And always there was birds that came around all winter to share our lunch,

The old neonle told us Phat they was the old lumberjacks that had passed on

come back to see us, We was food to them., But one smart ike got one and »ulled

the feathers out and let him go in the cold. Next morning his hair was all

gone, It layed on his pillow, I do not know the name of the bird,

Thomas H, DelMont
18 Green Street
Livermore Falls, lle.

ltr Oct. 1958



Bird is known as mo.sebird or gobbie. To us lumberjacks it
is a friend and pet and woe be to anyone who harmed it. gets
very tame. Always around a lunch ground. Man was supposed. to have
pulled out the feathers anf woke up the next morning to find his
hair on his pillow. Has heard story many times but can never

find out man's name,

William H. Vera

Box 26

Ashladm, N.H.
10/28/58 1tr.



The gobby or Canada Jay is the friendliest bird in

the mgds,_memll__j_mm_gf_mz_ani._.u
i haxe_nhem_argnnﬁhz; 2 ey come at
J—_—-— M__Whisi}le_. e ——————————————— -
i — S— e

ﬁ MeeNeil

| 7 Presque Isle
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Gobly is a great little hoarder; thev(ll always be around

woods camps. lhere is a story about a cook who threw aut some
steke doughnouts—one Hme, and a ccbay~e¢ne downy—put-—anfonim
one foot thio ough one hole, an other foot through anothetr, picked
up a third in his beak ansd flew off,

Glenwood Darlin
Pgolice dispetcher
0ld Town

~5500



Canada Jay known as"woodsman's friend". Will come right up and
beg for food., Have been known to come right up and eat beans
out af a lumberjacks pdate.

Lawson Reeves
Corinna
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Heed it from a man who lived in Canada. It was
supposed to be a goby bird. The man was angry and with some very
profane language he pulled out its feathers and let it go.
The next mroning his hair was on the pillow.

Mrs, Ruth E. Pray

26 Morse Ave,

Dover-Foxcroft, Maine
1tr. 10/28/58
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Heard it frim friend name of Alex. Orr, who wipnessed
pullimg. Happened on Tobique River. Man's name was Hickey.
Bird was ablue Jjay. Hickey was drowned about a year after en the
drive, on Pokiok Stream. ;he story was that a squirrel was the c
cause of the drowning,

James Gough
Woodstoack RR#L
NB

ltr. 10/28/58



S

If you're interested in curses how about investigating the
family at Westchester (Bass River?) in Nova Scotia who refused
a drink to a peddler (or someone like that) then were cursed with
a continued thirst so that coming out of church they raced
to the brook and poured water into themselves,

14 Lucy 11
Albert Co,,NB.
1tr,11/18/58



(Another of Aung Rachel MacCalllum's stories) :

YMer Bible was her law, As for example to wink the eye was very wicked,
Prov, 10-10, She had a boy in school who d lighted in winking. She corrected him
many times without results., Then she punished him very severely. The next morning

she woke up winking, Bleieve me she never overcame that afflictiéion until the day
she passed away.

Mrs, A.M. Budd

17/ Victoria Street
\loncton, N B.

1tr. 10/7



I am 80. The boy caught a bibrd, took off its
feathers. pe grew to manhood. Had offspring that were hairless.

Three boys saw a bird nest with three young in. They cut out
their tongues. Their offspring had tongues that was fast

H. Kershaw
620 Latimer St.
Nelson,NB

ltr. 10/30/58



Speaking of hunting: "If a bird is Jjust wounded and struggles

to get away, immediately the dog touches it the fet hers come
out in bunches. I have seen places in the bush where a bird
(partridgeespecially) in getting away from a fox ot other
predatory animal has shed quite a lot of its feathers ." Chicken
dressers often able to touch a nerve that causes bird to shed,

"When birds nesting as a boy in England over sixty years ago
we did not touch the robin's eggs. We refrained fxmm for fear
that if we did our fingers would grow crooked, for we religiously
believed that"robins and titty-wrens are God Almighty's cocks
and hend." The robin acquired this sanctified status by its
breast having been colored with the Sacred Blood as it sought to
relieve the Victim of teh Holy Cross."

Albert A. Gardiner

44 Edison Avenue

St. Lambert, P2Q.

Canada

1tr. 10/10

had not heard my story.



Averill, Gerald, "Esau and the Gorbie" Field and Strezm,
March 1948, PDoe 5’7-59’ 118-122,

same as in book
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STORY : "ESAU AND THE BORBIE" by Gerald Averill
Field and Stream, March, 1948, 37-39, 118-122.

Exactly what you will find in RIDGE RUNNER
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Another version I heard from my barber was that the lumber camp
worker who stripped the bird was cursed by a fellow worker who
said he would shake as many times. as he caused the jay to in the

middle of the winter. With tongue in cheek, my barber explained
that years later he visited t is worker in New runsw1ck and
found him strickem with the shaking palsy.

Andrew L, Andrews
Houlton Publisiing Co
ltr. 10/14



No woodsman will allow harm to come to these strange
feathered folk if he can prevent it, because it is whispered x¥
that moose-birds are the souls of dcceased lumberjacks. . « o

It is claimed that some years ago a lu,ber-jack, expressing
disbelief of this supersition, caught a mo.se-bird, plucked out
its feathers and let it go again in the forest. The morning after
the act this woodsman awakened and was dismayed to find his
luxuriant brown locks and flowing beard had vanished by some
mysterious means during the night. The man's campmates claimed
that this peculiar circumstance was simply punishment for

mistreating the sacred moose-bird.
The victim became an outcast hzxﬁﬁgx he could not bear
the ridicule of his fellow men. Wherever he went, the tale had

gone before him and in travel ing from camp to camp seeking peace
for his soul, the poor fellow contracted pneumonia and died.

Stanley Foss Partlett
"When 'Big Mike' McGuire, Iumberjack At Lion's
Mouth, Begged for a Hymn,"
Lewdéston Journal: Magazine Section. n.d.
P.l.
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from John Dow, locale~~Allagash Area

Whiskey-Jacks

"One winter a couple other fellers and I planned on
an ice fishing trip up the Allagash. The other two went on
ahead and being cold had their liquor about gone before 1
could meet them. Now when I came along they were right glad
to see me, thinking they could help me drink up some of the
whiskey that was in my pack (carried in case of frostbite)."

"Now there, where our camp was, there were two little
birds--a Gorby and a Blue Jay. They seemed right friendly
8o I told these boys that the first ones to have a drink would
be these two feathered frimnds. Putting a little whiskey on
some brrad I threw it to the birds, NEXXIK Well now, if you
want to see something funny--well I tell you, those were two
of the happiest birds you ever did see,"

"We left there socn after and you know we noticed that
those two were getting right friendly."

"Well now, I had to go back up in that country a year
later, along towards spring, and do you know what I found?
Well, there were the prettiest birds I ever did see. I named
them Whiskey Jacks and if you go up there today you can see
them for yourself."



joe didn't even know what & garbey was. Hor did he know the
story. Evid:ntly garbey not known this far south,

Joe tosh



Belives story was invented to keep some foolish person
from harming these birds.

Lawson Reeves
Corinna



"And of course they will relate the Zmk= tale of the -
drunken lumberjack who caught a moose-bird and plucked

out-his feethers-in defience—of tredition: The mroning
foliowing the plucking, this unheeding men awoke to find

every hair of his Hexmwimg''crowning glory" gone-- he was
completely baldl So they say. And furthermore,; This luckless
one later caught a cold which developed into pneumonia

and resulted in his untimely death, =211 because he had no

hair on his pate to protect him from the chill winter winds"

BEYOND THE SOVDYEUNK, 148



"They will tell you dbout “c yb_POI‘tS" who have =mmEk
heedlessly shot moose-birds, only to become lost in the
woeods or accidentally wounded or stricken with mysterious
meladies sood afterward.

|
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"Ahy northern guide will warn you mnot to kill a moose
bbrd, better known as " .bbie," lest you suffer horrible )
consequences. According Th them moosebirds are the reincarnated
souls of d-ad lumberjabks end+ + « the -barrd must not be
harmed. "

Beyvond the Sowdyhunk, 147
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It originsted msny v zrs before I was born

popular deacon sealt srgument,
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Had never heard the tegend that—the gobby was the soul
dead woodsmen.,

Joris L. Hale



The setting of the story is a woods camp where a crew were waiting
out a cold howling blizzard when a Canada Jay flutters up against

a window., ‘he camp foreman and bully of the woods opened up the
window, caught the bird, and under protest from the crew, plucked
the feathers from his brecast and threw him back in the storm.

This foreman had flowing red hair and a heavy beard but next morning
he was bald and beardless and never grew hair again. He ended up

as a teamster hauling supplies between camps as no woodsman

would work in the same camp xgaEx® with him.

I read this story. James Nugent
Bowdoinham, Me.

ltr. 11/2/58




The story has not appeared in TRUE, nor do I recall seeing it elsewhere,

Charles N. Barnard
Mgng Editor
TRUE 1tr, 11/24/58



Story not published in ARGOSY
ltr. 11/14/ Henry Steeger, Ejitor
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It really did happen. The nird was a bluejay. In 1926 I was
working in Stockholm, Maine. A man that lived there told me
he was working in a kumber camp. In the month of Jan. The day was
so cold the men were oblige to come back to the camp~-too cold
to work. Another woodsman went in the hay shed to get hay for
his horses and found the bird on the hay. Caught it and took
it in the horse stalgle and picked all its feathers, opened the daor
and said, "Now fly to your Jesus." The next summer the man that
told me ,X¥ka% Mr, Martin, said that he went to see the man
polled the fedhers off the bird, He had no hair, not so mmuch as
any eyebrows or eyelashes. Ir., Martin asked him if he had been
sick., He said no. "You know what I did to that bluejay last winter?
I picked fea hers and god picked hairs," The man's surname was
Kelley. I dn't know his given name,

Mary A. Bryant

Route #l. Washnurn, Mane
ltr, 11/17/58



— roughs TRis~ GMMW
——fervthers and threw it back into the air—and said; "Fly back to
I your Jesus." (It wes im the middle of—the winter): He went to
—— bed thrt night ond when he zwoke the mext morning he had Tost—
7l of hiz hair =d he mever hod sny @ggines |
— She says she is guite mrms—stsry—m—true—as—ﬁerﬂ——

F
——father wes & very truthful men smthe—tolm—it—to frers
e is—haprrned—nr*brrrsdme—vmw—sm incidrntof

tGerriets Rocl. " Her fzther was on thatdrive toos ¥
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\( . o Mprs, B, Arthur Smith
{ Star Route
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I believe the story to be true, as I heard it from different
men in the camps when I was a boy. I believe it happened on the
Nashwaak as I never hard it told anyplace else, The bird was a
moosebird or gorby. They came around when the kettle was boiled
to pick up the crumbs; large pieces they hid in tree tops.

They were very tame. This man caught one on a very cold day

and picked the feahers all off it., It flew up in the air and

zame down frozen stiff. That manlost all of his hair within a year.

If I remember right on a hot day in summer he went to the spring

for a drink of water and dipped his head in and his hair all came out,

Peaple said this was his punishment. He lived in the vicinity of

Nashwaak Bridge., If I had heard the man's name I have forgotten it,
Fred Flewelling

Stanley, N.B,
11/18/58
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Any now very o0ld woodsman, restaurant worker or kmmkkeepEx barkeeper
in Bangor can give you all the information you would require, for the guilty man
spent all of hlS declining ye rs in Bangor,

I myself have seen him there many times invarianbly being ordered out of
restaurants etc, as no one who catered at all to woodsmen would allow him
in their places, Unfortunatel¥, as this mmm was 30-40 years ago I cannot
remember his narme, but have heard the story from men who worked with him
that I can remcmper the gist of its --

This man was a cook, and, provoked by the whidkey jagk's getting into the
foed, caught it, pivked off every feather and threw it out into the snow bank,
The jack ran off "hollerinh" "Oh it's chilly bejesusl" The next morning the cook
woke up to find p»illow and blankets full of hair and himself minus eyebrows,
eyelashes, even hair on arms and legs, and to his death not even fuzz on any
portion of his body,

He was a large man, nearly 6 fect, I should say, probably weighing 200
or so pounds, long oval face and pointed head, pale blue eyes and a complexion,
though he must have been in his 70's at that time, nearly like a baby's,

Grotesaue to say the least.
Harry H., Saunders
Box 111, Bucksport, laine
ltr. 10/9
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By ) Ko 1600 Blyse

The story was told to my hushand in 1901 or 1902 by
a man named Richard Hanson (nicknamed Dickie Ponto) from
Munquat, a squatter settlement near Perth, NB. (man about 65-70)

Supposed to have happened when he was a boy. Did not witness
it; told to him. Does not know name of man. Opnly that ke was
a bully and very cruel. It happened up on the Tobique River
in Northern N,B. The bird was called a gorby.

An old woodsman wouldn't hurt one, sometimes play tricks on

them by tossing out a piece of hot bun toasted over the fire

and the first bird that got it got a hot beak and then would drcp
it and fly up in a tree and scold and it wEmiwt sounded as bf

they were saying "Jesus Jesus.". «

This man thinking he was doing something smart held one and picked
gll the feathers off but the wing feathers and tail feathers and
tossed it into the air and said "Now fly to your Jesus bareassed."
The others predictde something drastic would happen to him

and the next morning when he lifted ki®x up his head all his hair
was left on his heading which might have been his bag of

clothes called a turkey, a golded jacket, or a bunch of fir

boughs, He left the crew soon after.

Mrs., Fraser C. Hawkins, RFD #1, Monmouth, Maine 1ltr 10/13



Herby Rice recalled this story as being associlsted
with Archie., "hen he brought the bird in, it was heard
to-says—6oldy—ch—Jdesus—eold



He did not pull them out; he burned them mmx off, It was a
moosebird or Borbey some call them. It was at the lunch place in
the woods about sixty years ago. His name was Henry Boone.,
He lived on the Tobique,NB., His hair all came out shortly. Never
came in again. My husband is 85 and remembers the story well.
We know it to be true,

Mrs., Benj. F., Jones

Burtt's Corner
York County, N.B.
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I have hesitated to write you because the man was my late aunt's
husband. “‘e has children living here in Danforth whmnimowmiamnmnd
and in the ILincoln area. If I tell you his naem you will keep

it confidential. My mtoher and my grandmother told me this story.

Willam "Billy" Stinson was working in the woods, living
in a woods camp. He was a mean,hateful man, always doing mean
things. On this cold winter night he caught a chickadee and pluckd
away every feather., All the men chicded him for such rottenness.
Next morning all his hair was on his pillow, his head completely
bald. After this, most men refused to work with him, feeling
they had witnessed God'd reprisal.. . « As a child I was always
deathly afrais od him."D

Died 48x-5 yrs. ago.

Mrs. Margaret Laurier
Danforth, Maine.
ltr. 11/6/58
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we heard it meny tixn

Lewson Reeves
Corinna
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Mrs. Ashey sald she could remeuber the date, 1908, as u}
WImter her daughter,Pauline, now Fifty,was bora.

The boarding house canp Vg run by Andy Thompson, at wh
they called 'The Gepe® on JMuchlin stream,a8Ven miles above Kiag-

man, It was a very cold nlght and they had hot ¥ires to warm tine
camp. comeone opend the door to let in fresh air. A blue jay flew
in,likely feeling the warmth,A man in an angry mood selzed the bird
and}pulled out its feathers,tossiag it out lato the cold,saying:
"Go to h—ell and get warm, I defy God Aluighty to put fea
/ thers baciz on youl" He had a heavy head of hair, In the mornling ,
vh™~en he got up,he\ was bald., Hic halr weas @1l 049 nile pillow,
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(scemes to be about 1900 or earlier), Heard 1920 from man
60: Gramp Moody (Winn Moody) lived in Weston near Danforth. Beid
he was cook in camp where and when it happened.
Men were eating way out; he had to carry lunch to them. Among them
a heavy burly man w/heavy beard and head of hair. Believes bird
was Jjunco, came down to gather crumbs. Man got angry and said if
bird bothered him any more he'd cacth it and pull out all its
feahers. Bird finally came down and 1lit on his knee. He caught
it and pulled every feather snd let it go. Bird flew straight
as an arrow up into the heavens, out of sight. "The men were very
upset overthis and some culd hardly eat their supper and mentioned
to the man how could he do such a terrible thing. "e said forget
it, it's only a bird."Early next morning everyone was awakened
"by a scream from this large lumberman. His beard and hair laid

on his pillow.."

Mrs. Bryce York
New Sharon, Me.
ltr. 10/27/58
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The story is true. I have seen him many times, His
name was William Srinsone. . « The bird was a bluejay I am
almost sure. It hap ened in a camp near Kjngman. The late Peter
Asher was working in the camp at the time .

Mrs, Margatet Mulligan
23 Washington Ste
Lincolm, Maine.

1tr.10/18/58



I knew him and his family. He now is dead and his wife is

married. They never talk about it because they were not proud
of what he dome., And I know they would not want their names in ¢
the paper, if you were to print of it. I suppose it will be
all right to tell it to you, as it was told me by his =mx son.
“ig father was a woodsman ad it hapgened in Iincoln ,Maine. That
id where the man liveu and worked. Yther men worked there
but his father ate off by himself and the bird ws a chickadee.
The men folks made a pet of it, got so they could feed it
But this day it went to Bill Stinson. Well, he didn't care for
anything like that, it kind of made hi nasty, so he tock the
poor thing, pulled out all of its festhers and let it go.
Didn't give it any more of a thought. Went to bed that night.
When he woke up in the morning he d:dn't have a spear of
hair on his head or about his body ever again, That's all
there is to it,

Mrs. Sadie Stanhope

P.0. Box 215

Freeport, Maine

ltr. 10/17/58
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fSeard ot while working in wytogitlock from 70 year old Fred
Goodwin in 1920. "Fred told me that when he was a young man working
in the woods I believe on the Mggzg:yg::ggk stream one day that
winter it was too cold to work. One man in the crew went out an
caught a gorby, some call them whiskey jack, . « « took it in

the camp, pulled out every feather and threw it outdoors and said
"Let Jesus Christ grow a new coat on you." In three days that

man did not have a hair on his head" did not know man's

name.,
Enoch J. Peck
Box 115

Bear River, N.S.
1tr 10/31/58



b oW -1 K-l gL N-4 g-0,5 )
¢~ '

Father from PEI. Came here in 70's and 80s. Bird was
a gorbie or moosebird, supposed to be the souls of departed
woodsmen. Very tame and never molested. Happened in vicinity
off Haynesville, Macawhoc, Witapitlock, or Molunkus, in that sectuon.
Another part of the story was that the bird after being plucked
1lit on the window sill of the camp and pecked at the glass on
a day that was too storgy for the men to go out. The men all
quit the Jjob so the boss had to fire the man. After that the man
couldn't get a job anywhere, As a disguise he took a Jjob as cook
hoping the ccoks hat would fool the men. Story goes he finally
froze to death.

_William R. MacDonald
Box 21%, Woolwich, Maine

ltr 10/23/58



A .G, He,pstead incorporated the story into a talk which he has given before
service clubs in Orono, 014 Town, Rockland. Used a version of it in a

sermon too. Knew a lotabout him but did not get to see him in his lifetime,
Conducted his funeral. Became administrator of his estate (small) and looked
out for his wife until he found wmployment for her, Two things are true: he did
piek the feathers froma bird on the drive, and he had no hair, Archie had a son
who lived in Canada, but who was not at all interested &n him until he thought

he might get something from the esatet,



Pak my box with five dzen liquor Jjugs.



Ives: Ypu were telling me the other day about Archie Stackhouse,
Sibley: Yeah, Jves: Now where did you know him?

Sibley: Well, he used to be wangan man up in the woodsyx there, and he'd J
watch camp and tote teams; he used to stay up there the year around,
Well this is the story they told. Now I don't know whether it's
true or not. The only thing I know about it-- he didn't have a
spear of hair on his head no more than you in the palm of your
hand. Not a bit. And they said he took a--one of these gorbies,
these meat birds, you know what them are. Well he took one of them
and he picked him, all but his wings. In February. Picked him all
off, feathers all off him, ail but Jjust his wings, and he said,
"Go, you son of a bitch, and get you a new coat." And they said
the ne®t morning when he woke up his hair laid right on the
pillow, every god damned bit. Now, they any truth in that, I
don't know, but I do know xkax he didn't have any hair,

Ives: Did he ever say anything dout it himself? Sibley: No.

!

' What sort of a person was he ? Sibley: He wasn't a bad old
fellow, He was a big man. He was 1 right-~- nice fellow to talk
with, 'n everything, but never Qnything about it and I
never heard anybody mention it to him,

Charles Sibley, Argyle, Maine, 11/30/58
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Story was common around Chesuncook about 50 years ago, Archie Stackhouse
was the man, the bird was a Canada jay (gobbie}(su:pposed to have happened
un around Caucomazomac and the hairless Archie knew of the story and
explained it as a result of typhoidi fever, Archie was a big fellow and strong
was supposed to have carried a barrel of salt pork 300 lbs from Ripogemus to

the Big Eidy, =z distance of three miles, Hexwas a wangan man and pitched bateaux
fir the Great Northern and P.L.,D. Co,

Leonard Smith
sent me by Paml Clish
10/9



In 1916 when he was working for the GNPCo, in woods work that

he was told that a man by the name of Archie Stackhouse was supposed to
have been the one to pick the feathers off the bird, The next morning he had

no hair, it was left on the pillow.

Mr, E. thought the story was told to new men on the job,

Eliz. Carter
Waterville Morning Sentinel
(tr. t2(q/58.
from Frank Ellis
Box 23, Koxk Fairfield,
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The man you refer to was Arcnie otackhouse. I knew him well,

He was a kind of a lon 1f and never used to come any further
dewn river than Greenville Jct. The story as the old Deacon seat
raconteurs used ti tell it was thet ke pulled all the feathers off
a moose bird in the winter and let it go and that night all his
hair came out. I know he lost all his hair in a night. As for

the rest of the story, I dont now anyone that seen hom pluck

the bird, It was supposed to have happened up around North West

Carry

Allen Cumming
Elmira, P.E.I.

10/15/58 1ltr.
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I knew this characetr well as a young man in the Moosehead
Lake area. His name was Archie ©»tachouse. Was a character
around the GNP camps in my early years with the GNPCo., As I

remember him he was a big 1llitenaiggggg_g;g_ﬁgﬂ‘gggﬁsWick

and didn't have a hair on his head or eyebriws. As the¥ story goes
it seems that on a bitéer cold eveining this gobby flew in an

open camp door and Stackhouse pulled its geahers out ad released

it back outside. Of cpurse the bird froze to death ad so the story

goes Mp. Stackhouse lost all of his hair that very night. This
is the reason why no true lumberjack will harm a gobby.

I knew S as a teamster and toter . I remember during World
War I how he is u to buy a paper in Rockwood am heve me read
the war news to him.

E.J., Leavitt
51 Carroll Street
0ld Town, Me. ltr. 10/17/58
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Greenville, Maine, and the man to whom 1t happened was
Arehie Staekhouse, who was & very unpopular man amongst
the woodsmen of Maine, as 1t was suggested that he was
a kind of undereover man for somebody or other, and was
endeavouring to get employees in wrong with their bosses.

I The incldent was supposeé to have happened at \

The story goes, that he was given a room or ,
eabin at & camp, and when he entered the room there was A
small "Moose" bird, or "Goony" bird in 1t, or the window
was open and the bird flew in, anyway he plucked all the
feathers from the bird, and threw 1t out in the storm and
eold. When he woke up in the morning all his hair had
flallen out and he didn't have one body hair left on him,.

This man Staekhouse did not have one bit of body
or head heair on him, therefore, 1f the story 1s true, he
would eertainly fit the pieture. My brother has seen him,
and talked to him. He found him to be a person of very
poor personallity and one who would be eapable to doing the
mean things they told about him, The men at the camps

| dldn't 11ke him, snd would make all kinds of excuses so tHey
}:ﬂWUEIdn't have to give him accgmmodation for the night. He
|\ often had to sleep in the outdoors.

L. ’C/IQ/‘)"? . Cliarles . 57)*64’“7”}) Tt pey 5o l, CU tewn, VEL.
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Winter of 1907-08, man named Archie Stackhouse worked for us
and wore a close fitting skull cap. Wore it all the time.
Years before he had caught one noon hour on a bitter cold day
a gorbie or raven. Picked off all its feathers while it was
alive and let it go. Next morning when Stagkhouse woke up b=
ail the hair on his head stayed on his pillow.. He was about
40 at time.

Ora A. Fleming
52 Fleming St. ¥
Lincoln, Maine

ltr. 10/18/58
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First heard story about 3 months agc. Archie Stackhouse

was a woods cook, blacksmith, woodx butcher, ig fact jack of all
trades, Winter of 1906 was cooking at Chaney Pond below Fenobscot
Lake. A Canadian Jay, moose bird, gorby, flew in camm
while he was cooking.. Became so enraged at sight of gorbey that
he plucked it, threw it back out in cold saying "Get to hell out."
Next morning when he awibke and raised his head, his hair all
remained on the pillow.. No eyebrows or lashes were left. Left
camp shortly after that. Lived at Holeb farm sbout 35 years ago.

Yaretaker for GNPCo.
Heard it from man who was with Archie in camp that winter.

Mrs. Edna P, Sands
Jackman Sta. Maine
1ltr. 10/24/58



Jﬁ'uM'Cmr

HR(/ K"’ ,L"‘://Y‘D ] 4-t 520

My fath%? %8¥ked in the woods for 6 months with this man.

The name of the man was Archie Stackhouse, who was about fifty
when this was told to father, who was about 18. They were working
across Mcosehead Lake in the woods in a lumber camp at the

time., and this is the same location where the episode occurred.
Father was curious was to why this man always wore a stocking
hat even to bed and some of the men who were older than father
told him the story, which they had heard from a reliable source,
because they were impressed the fact that it was no falsehood but
the exact truth, This man some years before caught this bird
called a gorbie and picked every feather from it and let it

go. And when he woke in the mroning he was completely bald. This
man seemed to be a lone wolf as he didn't have a friend. There
was something sput him that turned you against hia.

Mrs. Lois Martin
Rte 4 Waldoboro, Maine,

11/13%/58



Jim ILynch had heard the Archie was bald from
having tried to pour a bottle of his wife's depilstory
over his head. "You could s.e the str.aks of it running
down his face."

Jim Iynch, Grey Rapid,NB
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(Re moosebird) Heavy coat of downy feathers to protect bhem

from the cold makes them look larger than they are. It's great
sport for a woodsman to throw down a large frozen biscuit many
times the birds weight and wathh him fly off with it. No woodsman
in his right mind would harm one of these friendly birds for
legend has it that o0ld lumbermen turn into moosebirds and come

back to visit the lunch fires,

Archie Stackhouse csme from the provinces to work in the woods

of Maine in the early 1900s. He waa a large powerful man in his
younger days,s 200# and over 6', Archie was an eccentric man

and a colorful character. He drove team at first and later, up in
the early 1920's, was employed as a watchman at various camps,
Before the many turnpike roads in the woods, heavy supplies such as
hay, pork in barrels, flour, sugar, codfish, beans, etc., were
hauled into the camps on the snow in early March for the next years

operation. A camp watchman was left in summer to look after the
dupplies ((ovdf H""’fﬂw"'- ”/l?/‘:'?‘



supplies.
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Mr. Tom Clark of rrono was working on the dam bet:een
Ambejejus and Millinocket Lake. Occasionally he used to see
Archie Stackhouse (pre 1910), who used to bring horses down
out of the woods to Mjllinocket after the winter's work.
Sonetimes he used to get a team from him. Hememebers him
describing one horse: "Look at her; got breasts like a hird
girl!" Had noticed his baldness. Was told by btther hands that

he had plucked the gorby.



3 B

ltr to Field and Stream, p8. June,1948.

Man's right name was ®rchie stackhouse,

"He was a great lumiering hulk of a man. He chewed tobacco and
it was always all over his chin. I always thought he was the
dirtiest ¢ rson I ever knew,

The GNPCo sent a man up to stay with him one summer and he
was scared stiff of the man and didn't dare stay. Said the man
was crazy.

The story was told that the head of the GNPCo paid his

funeral exoenses when he died.
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wn's nane was Archie Stscekxhouse. o wrubh in
| the story that the other men did not went nim srcund.,

|| He zot slon: very well wivh the rest of The crew.
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=iy family came to Millinocket, Mzine in July 1902 so that I grew up hers. Aroun
1910 or 1912 I first became &acquainted with Archie Stackhouse. He was a big man
~ probably € fobt and weighting around  200. and without any sign of |hair, The
story was that he had plucked a bird in the dead of winter and 1let it go and the
next morning his hair was gone. I never believed +the story, but in those days there
were plent that did.

Archie drove tote team for the Great Northern. At one time he went through the ice

th a team of horses. He got out himself and walked miles to the nearest camp. ’PAT

was & lot of years ago and I have heard that he died &n Bangor.

J. FWJ ﬂ (6/
/“fl(cmeée'f
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Mpmhnabandmang "In 1917 or 1918, somewhere about that tlme
my husbendend I were et the Crant Farm, He wokked for the G.N P.
Co, 2s clerk snd I werked in the dining room at the Farm,

Often o woodsmzn nemed srchie otackhouse came in o eab,
n ;ore hig hat in the dining Toom,

Naturall' it seemed strange to me, EEE I asked why, And tThe
story was told to-meyaboutes Fou-told itb

That this was the man who plucked the feathers from a bird,
threw it in the air and said "There fly to Jesus." And that soon
211l his heir fell out-even his eyebrows. I know he was completely
bald,

lirs., Adrian Robinson
—DeXeeTy LFLFD

~ (dees not want neme used)
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Anchie Stackhouse was & blg powerful man without a
hair on hi: head anywhere, He heard that it was typhoid
took it @l off, When he Knew‘hlm‘ﬁe was a gentle epugh
gUy. He nad heard the stobdy about the mossebird many times
told about Archie to expl!2in his lack of hair.

ard he was from New “runswick, Harly in his married life
he ha d become separated f:om his wife and after that was
not setly right in the head.

(")

Archie was damkeeper for many yearw up on Caucomgonoc. had

il =

a little camp up there,
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— T have recently been talking to ons of the old
greybeards around here, and he‘told me of the incident [

for which you seek information. It might be coincidence,
but that was only l-st week!}

Y,
For your information, thig is the gist of the story: T
It seems some Iuberie lumber=-jocks were enting out in the X
woods sometimes during the winter, snd as is customary, =
magpies usually congregate around a woods fire. liagpies = Q
are by nature lazy and will readily accept food from the - X
nand of man after a while. So, it sseus this man had \ '§
attracted one with bread and the bird upon coming to his ‘\§'§
open hand was siezed by the verson who peeled the feathers ;;,i
= of the bird while it wes gtill alive and ('”kug left only ;5 Z=
the tail and wing fenthers on the birdd 1let it go screaming feresr

away. «~1thin a yvear, the man lost all his heir, even -“is
eyebrows, and thereaftar ate and clept with “is cap on.
ow that is the story. The person wns one named Stackpole,
or some similer name. The place w-s on small 1ske Me »
e head of oosehiead luve, =nd Lthe time was shout the darine oF ’4”9 'd'}
Ag for the nan; Stackpole was about 30 ofld vears old,
veizhed chout 220 pounds, was shout & ft 2 incres and was
ot sguarely builtg, but more what we cnll Tronch=bottle
4$@¢1ﬁereé. [
¥ou ean have 1t for whot she's worth, bt the probable
cavse of the loss of hig hair was-probablry due to some unteard
of ointments *enerull" used to get rid of tre ever present
"seam squirrels" of the old lumber camvs.

o
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Dear Professor:

e

I spent the Fall of 1922 as a clerk in a lumber-camp of the Augusta Lumber Company near
Big Flagstaff Mountain, just ebove Flagstaff Pond in northern Somerset County.

A large majority of lumber-jacks and woodsmen, are ignorant and very superstitious, and
they all know these various stories, and believe them implicitly. The bird is a Moose-bird, or
"Garbie." This bird is gray, or slate in color, and nearlysas large as the common pigeon, but
only found in the north-woods. The bird is always hungry, ‘4 too tame for it's own good. EThey
are a pest when the crew is eating lunch, in that they grab food from the dinner-pails, and even
the hands of the men while they are trying to eat. €he story that you inquire about, is supposed
to have happened by an exasperated lumber-jack plucking the bird and then releasing it to get rid
of it. Anything that you do to a Garbie, happens to you, i.e., another exasperated woodsman
kicked at one which was stealing his lunch, and broke it's leg; a day or so after that, the man
got his foot caught in the trace-chain of a scoot, and suffer a fractured leg; and so on, and

80 onitt Sinoq
A%W
1y —,

e b {< T(,H’U'f‘l’\
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I will tell you what happened about 50 years ago in a lumber camp of
the GNPCo, on the North Branch Penobscot, Naine., A y ung man

about 20 years old was cookkee., One day in woods after his fire amd
f od were ready he succeeded in cathcini a magpie. He started

to pull its feathers out while he was waiti;é for the men to come.,
An older man arrived, asked him what he was doing., After he saw

the bird with no feahers on and told him it was bad luck for him

to do what he 4id., He done it anyway and let the bird fly away

in the cold. It could not live long. He satrted loosing his hair.
Lost it all in about a month. His name was George Morin.

He ded about five years ago w/no hir,

T.W. Donovan
Beavme Co. PQ. 1ltr XX/17
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"It is supposed to have happened to Mmmx Moses Comstock,
hile worizinz on a farm owned by The Great HNorthern Faper Co,

o N g3 ama s QNG e T4 s Yppipnn:  'ien B T e e s 1"
T U .'_‘C“l",‘n," a3 Re—r 1‘;'\_1(,'—1\;. Hoxes 3 OG4BTy SIETWI Y.

Lswrence Heymolds,
Jackman Station, “-ine

MC a large man, over 6' w/ eclketionally large hands and feet.
240 pounds. Heavy drinker. Ximmwas¥ pleasant to talk to.



The man you are referring to is Archie Stackhouse. I was a
captain on the passenger steamer on Moosehead lakekx: afid
had a speaking acquain ance w/ Mr. Stackhouse,

Stillman W: Sawyer,
Greenville, Maine

l1tr. 11/12/58
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Story told me by my father about 25 years ago and was
supposed to have haprened about 25 years before that. Supposed
to have haprened in a lumb:crcamp about 15 miles gorth of ILincoln,
The man was from Iincon and named Stackpole. I think his first
name was Alton but I'm not sre. <Ihe story goes that they were
eating lunch out in the woods wheme they were cutting ad a
Canadaian Jjay or gobby as they are coamonly cakled wazs so tame
taht he ate Wread from the hands of the men. This man caught the
bird and pulled out all its feathers except the wing and tail
feathers and let it go and it flew straight up into the sky and
out of sight. ‘he next morning waen he awokeall his hair on his

body had fa en out including his eyebrows and lashes.

Foter J. Gordon
©9 Franklin Street

Houlton, Me. 1ltr. 11/2/58
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It was a moosebird and it happened in Greenville, Me.,
His name was Archie Stackhouse.

James R, Marshman
RR#1 Bass River
Kent Co., NB.

ltr. 11/?/58
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And become interested in your wanting to know about
A certin sombody I know this guy.

His name is Joseph kKorin and he lived at
St .George .Bauce.P.Q+. he 18 a cousin of my kother and
And back at that time which was 1900.he was 35.yearold
He was a cook in & lumber camp on the 8t .John.River
Where this happend.to be exact maybe 1903,

This camp was called the Herlcane camp
After this happend he always wore his hat in church he
st in the back row with his hat on.
even when he ate, I will be going up St.George this -
Summer next. and ill find out more about this Joe.lorin

I was reading the sexexset reportercct.23. l

~—dnd will let you know.

/mw Bosie A /V((‘(/GJMM
¢ leelrafer St
Huclsen, ¥ H.

]} rc/u/;sr.
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Happened head of Moosehead. Archie Stackhouse of Aroostook,
Maine. Caught gnd pulled feathers from a moosebird or gor¥y
and told it to go bak to Christ. Men were very angry and said
sugh a thing should happen to him, Next morning &ll his hair
and eyebrows and eyelashes were lyiang on his pillow.

Otto Connors
Bass River, RR 1
Kent Co., NB

1ltr 10/24/58
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Archie Sivackhouse.

all but wings and tail feathers
Lost all nis hair.
Bird a gorbie

Arthur Nisbet
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There was a Swed&é& who was caretaker of some sportsman's camps
near the lu,bercamp who told Mr. Grover Morrison the sbry about
Archie Stackhouse. The men wxx® of the lumbercamp were eating
their dinner in the woods one day when a so called gobby or
meat bird or woodsman's friend flew too near the woodsman's
plate and he caught the bird and pulled or plucked its feathress
all out. He told the bird to fly to Jesus and get some more,

The man's hair came out, his eyebrows, the har from his
nose and ears also, This happemed near Ripogenus Dam or Roach
River or Chesuncook Lake,

Myra O. Ireland

22 Mattanawcook St.
Lincoln, Maine
October 17, 1958, 1ltr.
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It was the belief among the lumberjacks that wamamiinem
they were the o0ld time lumbermen that had returned to earth
and no one would ever think of molesting them in

any way.
The story is that Archie Stackhouse, who worked for my
father (Cornelius Murphy) for years, caight one of thess birds

and pulled the feathers out and lost all of his hawr.
I have heard the story for over fiftey years. Thexy woodsmen

all seemed to believe it,
Mrs. John H. Hickey
199 Vaughan St.
Portland, Maine

ir. 10/17/58



Heard this story first on Raggéd ILake in Maine, Burd
was a gorbey. Man(s name Stackpole or Stackhouse.
"T1s man was eating and the bird landed near his lunch. He
got mad and pulled the feat ers off the bihrd. The next morning

when he woke up he was bald.

John Henry Young
218 Convent Street
Summerside, PEI

1tr. 10/17/58
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There isn't anything true about it. Just a story Fhis old man made up., We all
knew him well, He wouldn't pull the feathers out of a dead bird not saying anything
about a live one,

1A reader of the Sentinel"

ohone 2-8378  (brewer)
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John Dow, Presque Isle, Maine

It is believed that if a man who works in the woods
passes on he returns as a bird called the Gorby. "t is
therefore an unwritten law of the woods and lumber camps
that a Gorby must never be hurt. It one is ill or
wounded, everyone must drép everything and treat the
wounded bird until it is well.
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Hone of the old woodsmen would touch @ gerbey. Tom ILewlor

clzimed that they were old woodsmen come back,

First dey around s lunch ground, you'd sce none; second

day, a couple; thrid day, moee; etc.
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NAMES FOR CEMETERY WATCHING, etc. ¢

BOLGER, Simon (156,162) )
COX, 3&&3& [from Morelll (156,162) v
DOYIE, James (5)
DOYLE, ©srah O'Hanley (5)

EA [Ar ' i 6
JONES, Bud (191)

LEWIS, Tom (273) Qkfiq.
MacDONALD, Hugh Lochlin (254) ;
\

V/MCINNIS, Martin (155,161) \Lb
JIMCKAY, James (139) §210~
¢ McLEAN, Hugh (155,161) \\3.
7 S

Mc LEAN, John A. (157,163) N

PRATT, Charles E. (169)
REARDON, (157,163)
V/<ROBERTSON, George (189)
//RYAN, Peter and- two wives (157,163)
SAUNDERS, Frank (157,163)
SINNOTT, Deniel (Morell) (139) Johw ov ),
SOMERS, Dsn (258)
o/ SUTHERLAND, Mr. (155,163)
v WHITTY, Ellen Doyle (5)
v/ WHITTY, Michael (5)
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SONGS

Picnic at Groshaut-28
Fogan MacAleer-59
Bear at Grand River-71
P.E.I. Adieu~104
Bay Bridge I- 132
Bay Bridge II- 148
Merchants of the Bay-155
Price War in Kings County-166
Peddler Pratt-170-71
Bolger's Cannonkx-172
When Johnny Went Plowing for Kieran-179
Bud Jones-190
In the iMonth of January-200
Potato Bug-216
Callaghan Murder-225
Millman-Tuplin236-7

be.s
P,E.I, Murder~238f
Mary Tuplin-239
Neighbor Jim-246
Schoolhouse qumakes=247
Dorris Dingwell249
The 0ld Cowbell=250
"Tea~luet-be—brown =250

HIMcD

Crazy Gray ilare#257

Bonny Flora Clark262

"Two Sprtang Blades from Narrows Creek"(Armmdale, tailor"-267
Hills of Cumberlsnd-269

Barbara Ml (shipwreck)-271 M.

Selina D,

Minnie Creed

N) 5 vage.

Tog Lewis
Story of the Sea-275
Was Wilfred not the man-282

Other

Spree at Montague-286
Willard and Johnson-288
Crooked Rib-289

Brave 0ld Seaman-291
Maggie C.=-294

Joe the Posts Cow~



Legislative Library

Genereal:
[ Q_hé§\€g§£;\\fgfog Phl}g}\ﬂééméﬁ\f;éfim\\\-

2 (47) What was the Scott Act? When passed? Effect?
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ﬁ (IQO) Iﬁ vﬁe any possgibility hat thes- tepders. fgr the
new ridgtJh . Pexers \arg X JS\tenp e

P cnngal Y W¥ A SIS Josy Dt
3 (1$V)l ere\ cph I g ififormp : k ol ok al afch,
S_u;‘._,a ? £ our , €ea, Zte 8 89 X6 Rbouty 2nd AX60D \q D,

'yQ\Q (5-6) Are there any census records for 1800's? How far back
do they go? Where located?

T )\Chack LWL/ fr/ ook H\_Zom\ ek

% (300ff) When Aid\radjio\come tb FBI. Wnat skatiogs cjuld\be
reeeived—_rom o isTwpnd?/ When?

1 (323) Was David waird the "Davy" of the poem written im 18947
Get dates for David lLaird NJ.€<7'

Newspapers:

17 Poems on the logs of the Emellne out\ of GrandnRiver,
. 20,1871. Pofffiot, NeX Apug Hemied

O ) Lock up "The Wan ering Jew'" poem in P@trlot D8te,
January 5,18%78, £2~7f

15 E?ﬁ Gracie Parker, Decs. 18,1893 éaniiest.\&gjjﬁot, New B,

Guggdizgs,.

Legislative Records:

le (I8) What were the borders of the road districts for this
ea?

7(ﬂgmﬁﬁnoi;l7 (Nf8) Who were road supervisors for St. Peter's and Morell
rom say 1875~1895? Political affiliations?
A
‘_ﬂL£ HA L5 (%ﬂgﬁ;) Check elections to Legislative Council from 1873-
gLyt J .

f Ki t S district, o
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g (l‘% >Wl4v wus  C. V-W? 188y . Job v {”"’”‘ﬂ—) b“W’“s
20 (H(?) Check especially the May 1885 elections,.
2] (§;46a) Did they send a Grit to C'town before 18897
12 (1' O) Who was the representative from St. Peters and
armington at the time of and after the Dec. 13,1893
election? C
a&/
23 (1®2) When did a McCormack from St, Peters go to LC?
Ly (%ﬁ3) When did Simon Bolger go to Legis. What party?
29 ( ',) W en did Dr. Fraser go to xIC? How long did he stay?
2¢  (2#9) What elecyion district #d St, Peters, Morell, Farmongton,
27 (8B0) Election 