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joe kreisler 
4 rne·i,saqes 

Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 
To: wachholz@usm.maine.edu, wachholz@maine.edu 

sandy, 

Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@ma!ne.edu> 

Tue, Jan 24, 2017 at 1 :52 PM 

joe kreisler was one of the most important people in my life, and THE most important person in preble street's history. 
there is nothing i'd rather do than talk about him. 

here's a few dates/times that work for me to do just that: 

Monday, 1/30 anytime from 1 :30 - 5 
Wednesday, 2/1 anytime from 11 - 3 
Friday, 2/3 anytime from 2 - 4 
Monday, 2/6 anytime from 1 0 - 4 

let me know as soon as you can if any of these times work as my calendar gets filled up quickly these days. thanks 

swannie 

Mark R Swann, MSPA 
Executive Director, Preble Street 
38 Preble Street 
Portland.ME 04101 
(207) 775-0026 x1107 

\ 

The mission of Preble Street is to provide accessible, barrier-free services to empower people experiencing problems 
with homelessness, housing, hunger, and poverty; and to advocate for solutions to these problems. 

11■1!1 
www.preblestreet.org 

Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu> 
To: Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 

Hi Mark: Thank you so much for getting back to me! The interviews usua· 
approval) , and have cleared IRB at USM. I am thrilled! So, Monday, 1/30 
Thank you so much for this opportunity. Best, Sandy Wachholz 
[Quoted text hidden) 

Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 
To: Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu> 

Like I wrote, i'm happy to do this! my office is now on the 3rd floor of th1 

38 Preble St., corner of Preble St and Cumberland Ave. there are a fE 
the building if you're lucky. and a buzzer up to the Admin offices. see 
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joe kreisler 
4 messages 

Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 
To: wachholz@usm.maine.edu, wachholz@maine.edu 

sandy, 

Sandra Waclihnlz: <wachho!z@maine.edu> 

Tue, Jan 24, 2017 at 1 :52 PM 

joe kreisler was one of the most important people in my life, and THE most important person in preble street's history. 
there is nothing i'd rather do than talk about him. 

here's a few dates/times that work for me to do just that: 

Monday, 1/30 anytime from 1 :30 - 5 
Wednesday, 2/1 anytime from 11 - 3 
Friday, 2/3 anytime from 2 - 4 
Monday, 2/6 anytime from 1 0 - 4 

let me know as soon as you can if any of these times work as my calendar gets filled up quickly these days. thanks 

swannie 

Mark R. Swann, MSPA 
Executive Director, Preble Street 
38 Preble Street 
Portland.ME 04101 
(207) 775-0026 x1107 

The mission of Preble Street is to provide accessible, barrier-free services to empower people experiencing problems 
with homelessness, housing, hunger, and poverty; and to advocate for solutions to these problems. 

ll■EI 
www.preblestreet.org 

Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu> 
To: Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 

Tue, Jan 24, 2017 at 3:47 PM 

Hi Mark: Thank you so much for getting back to me! The interviews usually last an hour, are taped (with your 
approval), and have cleared IRB at USM. I am thrilled! So, Monday, 1/30 from 1 :30-2:30 would work well for me. 
Thank you so much for this opportunity. Best, Sandy Wachholz 
[Quoted text hidden] 

Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> Tue, Jan 24, 2017 at 4:13 PM 
To: Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu> 

Like I wrote, i'm happy to do this! my office is now on the 3rd floor of the - aptly named - Joe Kreisler Teen Shelter. 
38 Preble St., comer of Preble St and Cumberland Ave. there are a few parking spots for visitors available behind 

the building if you're lucky. and a buzzer up to the Admin offices. see you then. 



swannie 
[Quoted text hidden] 

Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu> 
To: Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 

Hi Mark: Thanks for this detail. He must have been a very special person. Best, Sandy 
[Quoted text hidden] 

Tue, Jan 24, 2017 at 5:04 PM 



one more, diff version 
4 messages 

Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 
To: Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu> 

Noticed this got cut off. Please discard the earlier version . 

! 

Sandra Wachholz <wachho!z@maine.edu> 

Mon, Jan 30, 2017 at 12:34 PM 

I --- --- -- --- - ---- --- -- --- --- ---- ., ______ -- ---- - ---- - - -...... ..... ..... ----- ------...... ...... . ····----· -··· --· ··-· 
I 

Mark R. Swann, MSPA 
Executive Director, Preble Street 
38 Preble Street 
Portland.ME 04101 
(207) 775-0026 x1107 

The mission of Preble Street is to provide accessible, baffier-free services to empower people experiencing problems 
with homelessness, housing, hunger, and poverty; and to advocate for solutions to these problems. 

11 11ml 
www.preblestreet.org 

ll!ii-' Kreisler - He was our inspiration - 8-20-2002 - PPH.pdf 
C 5340K 

Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu> 
To: Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 

Wed, Feb 1, 2017 at 8:23 PM 

Hi Mark: Say, quick request: Would you kindly pass on Fl ence's email address? Thank you so much, Sandy 
Wachholz 
(Quoted text hidden) 

Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> Thu, Feb 2 , 2017 at 9:23 AM 
To: Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu>, Florence Young <fyoung@unitedwaygp.org> 



sandy, 

she's at fyoung@unitedwaygp.org i'll let her know you might be in touch, 

swannie 
[Quoted text hidden] 

Sandra Wachholz <wachholz@maine.edu> 
To: Mark Swann <mswann@preblestreet.org> 

Hi Mark: Ah, thanks so much! Sandy 
[Quoted text hidden] 

Thu, Feb 2, 2017 at 7:24 PM 



Breakfast at Preble Street 

I see you there 
And the sound 
of your voice 
and the surprise 
in your eyes 
and the torrent 
of words 
and the wonder 
of their lives 
and we are forever 
In that room 
where the sun dances 
through the shadows 
above the place 
where love stops 
and stays 
with them and us 
for yet awhile 
and they and you 
and me 
and all of us 
with bagel and coffee 
celebrate the mass. 

-Joe Kreisler 
(Preble Street founder) 
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Resourceful? 
Joe Kreisler 
wrote the book 
• The Preble Street Resource 
Center's founder, at 79, is still an 
unstoppable force for good works. 

By ABBY ZIMEI 
StaffWnler 

On a day like any other day, Portland's Preble 
Street Resource Center is packed with people 
needing something they don't have in life: food, 
clothes, a phone, a sense of worth. When Joe 
Kreisler anives, he raises a strong. staunch 
hand in greeting, again and again. 

The auwd,. he says, never abates. "It goes on 
and on," he shnlgs. 

And so he is still here. Kreisler - inveterate 
schmoozer, tireless troublemaker, founder of 
Preble Street, truly a mentor in his teaching and 
living - is what one friend calls "a natural-born 
humanitarian" who for 60 years has been fight­
ing the good fight on behalf of justice as he sees 
il 

Jn that he has followed the tenets of his 

Jewish immigrant father and uncle, who taught 
him to have a "Yiddishe kop Yiddishe hart" - to 
use both head and heart to be a mensch, a good 
person, a human being. 

Radicalized by the Depression, he took that to 
mean an advocate, and did as he was told At 
age 14, he picketed bis father's soda pop factory 
for the buck and a quart.er be felt he W11S owed, 
:marching with a placard that said "My Father 
Unfair to Organized Labor." 

514 ,,,._..,,Jol,w E,,f"I 

Joe Krdskr and 
bis Infectious 
smilcatta 
Rg1diir sight al 
the Prdtle Smet 
8-urce Center 
in Portland. 
Krdslu,a 
longtime social 
~ 
professor and 
activist. fowadcd 
tbecrnter. 

He became a child welfare caseworker, a ten­
ants' rights organizer, a professor of social wel­
fare, a clear-eyed, straight-talking activist known 
for solving seemingly intractable problems. In 
1974, he founded Preble Street, an allernative, 
accessible "liWe experiment" aimed at sending 
the poor one message: "U you can't get what you 
need, we're here." 

Please see KRElSLER, Page 58 

Maine Sunday Tt'~ . August l, 1999 

Reprinted with permission of the Portland Press Herald of Portland, Maine. Reproduction does not imply endorsement. 



KREISLER 
C,onJbruoJ fram Page JB 

At 79, he remains esseofiallY un­
cbangm: rauooua laugh, undplper 
wia! with a nasal New York edge, big 
heart that makes, In tbe words of one 
friend, "bis Joe-Dellll shine ilrth." He 
l!I 111111 an Impassioned radical, his 
£rom..tbe.gut politks unsoffened by 
the pauage of time. He Is a profes&or 
emeritus and "waDderillg mnsult­
ant" to Preble. He Is a sreat­
~ who ape.ab live Jan. 
pgm,badly. 

And he is a relentlessly regular 
guy, an intelledual who speaks plain 
EngUsh "so people can undmtand 
what the bell )W're tllklDg about. .. 
The dlsenfrancblsed be says, are 
"treated lousy," and sbouldn't be. 

'Tm a human being. Part ol myjob, 
part of being alive Is making IUre that 
other people are, too," he 18,)'1. 
'"l'here is always &ame poor perllOll 
out there who oeeda something." 

Shaped by culture, times 
Kreisler wu shaped by genes and 

culture and the lime In which he 
lived. Bia father's family W1ft poor 
Canners In an area that Is now 
Ukraine. Anned with a thlrd-srade 

_ education, his father, Adolf <Abraham 
In Eagllshl, left In 1905. He met Kre­
lalera mother oo New York's Lower 
East Side, llriUiY home to niao;y Jew­
ish immigrants. 

Bis parents were "old-axmtry' but 
lenleat. His mother lost two of 1111 
chlldrell, IOd died at 30 after child­
birth. He remembers seeing her In 
tbe bo&pital the night before her 
death. He was 5. 

By then bis father had a amal1 &Oda 
pop fad.Dry and grocery stare In Yoo­
llen, aa induBtrial 1mmlgnmt town 
where "the wand was made q, of 
Catholk:s and Jews." In his Orlhodox 
famib', Hebrew WIS a dail;y requisite: 
'Td put the marbles IIWl!1, and go to 
shul." 

Gnnrillg up In the turbulent 19308, 
be WIii a beD-ralslng kid who pye 
apeecbes about rewlutlon "just to get 
the aJIIS mad." When bis rowdiDeaa 
IIIOved them to take away his fDotball, 
be went to the police station and ar­
gued his 14th Amendment rigbtl to 
get. It beck. 

A COll8in mentored him in ndical 
politlcl, and BO cld the times. 

A!l!r high school, Kreisler found "a 
di&rent worid" at the UnlYenlty of 
Oklahoma, where Jim Crow laws 
submitted blaclm to curfews 111d aep­
ande drlnJciDg i>untalns. He &tUdied 
pollticl1 adence, and lllarted a lll!C­
lllldhalld bookstore after decldmg the 
school stare made umcceptably high 

~ world was changing; the De­
preaalan, the New Deal, the Spanish 
Civil War. It was a lime of utaplan 
drams, "when we believed It wu 
pos&ible to build a warld where ~ 
pie respected each other ... 

He graduated ID 1942, marrled, 
joined tbe A{m.y, and graduated from 
Ollicers' Training School the liq af­
ter the war ended. A1 looae ends, he 
retumed to NewYort, got a master's 
degree In Qdnese hlltory, eamed a 

Fulbright scholarship, studied Chi· 
DeBe In Hollsnd. 

Owreducated, he returned to New 
York and worla!d loading trucks at 
the past oftice. In 1954, he foUDd bis 
place In the world. 

Prodded by a friend, be Sot a job as 
a caseworller for the child welfare de­
parlment. Living and wurkiDg In the 
South Brom: with poor blacks 111d 
Puerto Ricans, he embarked on a lile­
long educalioa. 

He 1111W single mothen strugsling 
to raise aewnI c:hildren In one room, 
with 1111 kitchen. He saw gangs, dnlp, 
deslh at an early age. He saw a de­
meaning &)'Stem that made It hard lo 
kleep ldda out of foster homes when 
thefr mother had a breakdown and"a 
neighbor muldn't get the $5 a week 
..IIB8Tstance......,....,., be needed lo care for 
lhem. EvelT fall, 1111 the new mane! 
that was televisloD, be saw the angry 
dawn of desegregation, and "while 
people yelling at black kids." 

Proaperous post-war America, he 
says, was much like naw: "Here we 
are, richer than bell, but ab&olutely 
stingy about poor people." 

In bis late 308, be went back to 
school 111d Cot a degree In 80Clal 
warlt. ID 11159, be came to Onmo u a 
psychiatric 80Clal worm at a cbil­
drell's mental health dmlc nm by 
John~ 

'Eternal blood friends' 
Ramanysb;yn says be and Kreisler 

have been "eternal blood meads" 
&Ince grade scbooL Kreisler, be says, 
Is "the most talented 80Clal wurter 
r.e ewr known. He has a natural af. 
&lily for people. There is DO vanity. 
He meets everybody as ID equal hu. 
manbelng." 

Kreisler retumed to New York lo 
nm Mobilization forYout.b, a~ 
on the Lawer East Side that was a 
precursor &Jr Preble Street. With 
many poor people not getting wb_at 
they needed, It was a detennlDecly 
law-barrier, nelgbborbood-ba 
altematiYe. 

Kreisler started out letting up a 
drop-In center. He was IIOOll orpniz­
lng tenant &trilles and welfare rigbls 
groups, and Dghtlng ClliY HJlll - in­
cludng the welfare depar1ment 
where he'd started. 

"I thought people had the right to 
decellt housln& health care and em­
ployment. To be treated with respect, 
io be li&tened to. Their kids had the 
ript to education. These were right,, 
DOt priYlleges." 

On Aug. 15, 1964 - a day be was In 
Wasbingtan ID heir Coagress debate 
the Gulf ol Toakln reaolutloa - a 
front-page story In 1be New York 
'lbnes dubbed Mablllzatloa "a bollied 
of Communism." He laughs with 
pride, remembering. . 

Still, be was almost 50, with three 
kids. He was growing weary of bis 
routine: "Get up In the momlng. go 
see who's pushing who around, try to 
get them to &tllpdalnglt." 

la 1972 be came to Portland to 
teach social welfare at USM. His de­
partment head WU~ be 
later Inherited his title. 

Kreialcrwu, by all lll!CIJUDta, IIl In­
formal. oxn!Dltted teacher who In­
spired many. Fbence Young, who 
met blm 88 ID underpduate and is 

now d1rector of social wort at Preble 
Street, praises his abillt;y "to let peo­
ple learn in their own way, and IIOt be 
judgmental." 

To Barbara Rich, who taught with 
him, Kreisler Is "the goclalher of so­
cial work. He doesn't Just teach it, be 
lives It, lt'a who he ls." 

"He makes lffl!l)'Olle bloom; be 
help& bring forth evei,one's best ef. 
fort," she 511y11. "If we lost all the so­
c:ial worllertmbooks In the world, aD 
we wuuld need ls Joe Krelaler to ln­
&plre ua." 

Al 79, he Is still busy, &till fiery, and 
&tll sounds like a loogsboreman. In 
his fob bat, untudled shirt Bild "Hike 
Fur the Homeless" buttoo, he loolm 
like a grand(atberwith attitude. 
. He and his wile, Frances, have 
three grown ldds, three grandchil­
dren and one great-grandcbild. He 
wodm, &eeB the lllda, makes videos, 
dabbles in languages: He learned a 
lat of Mllll,y in the Army, and speak& 
Yiddish, Chinese, Spaaish and 
FrendJ, "albad\Y." 

Omnivorous reader Wryly, Kreisler admowledges that 
people talk ol "a Joe Kreisler model 
of social work," but be bu DO idea And he reads. On h1a sbeJws are 
what they mean. "Jewiab Folklore," "Letters ofVlrBln-

"I lmowone guywbo uses the mod- la W~" ~An Oral History of the Civ­
el," belaugbs, "andbe'slDautbcria- n v1..i. .. Movement," '-rhe Life and live bastard... ._.... 

Kreisler wu an _ _._. _ _._ __ Work of Freud." D.R i.wrence, 
--.: .,......., Maya Angelou, Steinbeck, Camus. 

heart WU In the community. He And the Bible, wh1c:h be duf out after 
prodded his students to intern In &0- an anti-gay leUer in the newspaper­
cial service agencies, and leam Crom quoted a passage from Matthew: "I 
their real-life wmt. He lllll1'dled with didn't think It BIIUllded like Jesus, ~ I 
the bamelells. picketed to llllppOrt the loaa!d lt up." 
United Fwmwoilcefs' lettuce bo)'a>tt, His favorite boot is LGul&­
m:xf Ang carols outside when the • Ferdinand Celine's MJoumey to tbe 
~ WU wdng Cl1 senera1 End of Nlgbt" - thuuBh he lldmlta be 

To the poor 1111d their adYocales, Is troubled that the author ol an anti-
.,_,_._ adept ->,I.,__ war stay "turned out to be a terrible 
..,.._- WIii an I"..........- Fasdst." 
solver, both optimist and redat. Bob "He didn't tum out lo be," retmta 
PbilJroolr, clrec.ur of the welfare Francea. "Bealn,)'swaa." 
rights l'!'PDlzaliOD We Who Care. They debate a moment before she 
calls him "a ll!Dile man who ~ .. al- breezib' deperts with, "We've been 
WIO'B there wbeoyau needed him. arguJns about this boot for 60 years." 

'Ibey are clear\y good &fends. Her 
High Strut rmta 6rst an1ycomp1a1nt: Hn a1oppy and tends 

In 1974 Krel8ler sbuted fe to "romanticiam, t mean about ~ 
pie- the big 'R.' " :iiU:t8::: ~ ~ In the kltcben of their amaD M~ 

Preble street. Today &tudenta 1111B joy BID house 1111 a ~ watering 

Wlll"k then!, akmgwith a paid stalf of :i ~ =~;:; 
about 35. HOU&ed unds- one roof la a gave Krelaler In May "Wster to the = = :is::.,~~~ Roots and Plenty of ft," It 811)'8, 1111d 
liq what they need:~ c:o,m- be:e~~~ln lWl, but leJln&aroof. __._._. 

Praised• a progresstve new mod- ltill supemaes lludent lotems. He 
el ol llOCial adivlsm, Preble Street la worlm at Preble Street every liq, 
In fact as old u soda1 wart i11e1f, &elWB 111 the board. attends ~ 
.. Mark Swann, Its dlredor since atalf meetlnp. leads tralniDg and re-
1991. 1n Its ~ approach. It treats. Be Is on a host ol other boards 
resembles settlement bouRs set up and c:ommlttee&. But be continues to 
in the 1890s to help the urban poor, foc:us 1111 what be calla "a wbole popu-
llO stigma orlltrioga at1acbed. lstlon that'a been east aside." 

"It's the no11an of, "l'bere seem to OVer time be bu aeen Preble get 
be a lot of needs out there In the better at aome th1Dp, 1i11e beJplng the 
neighborhood. Let's q,en the doors mentally DL He has seen people go 
and aeewhatbappens,'" be 111.)'B. from welbrc to teadda& &Odal wart. 

Preble dlllered from buluucracy. new lives. 
loaded qeades that stipulated they Still, lll8IIM! needs remain: .bous­
could onb', Swann jola!s, "help a left- In& job&, bealtb care, AIDS. Loolilng 
banded penoo with a substance- lll'OUDd him, Krelslersays be "period­
abuse pn,b1em whole mother was 1cally feels a lot or paln-aeyooe balf­
Freodl Canadlsn." Preble Street WIU'bumanbuto." 
"loolled at a penion 8'. whole, with YOlllll, in New Yon In the 19IIOI, 
strengths and ,..,.bessea bumsn "we maybe thought, II we aD did a 
belqtobumanbelng." ' good job, we could 1111\'e the wid." 

Sa)'I Mike Brennan, a legls1alor And todq7 He shrvgs. Ylddlsb bead 
who bu lr:nown Kreisler aiDce the and heart battling. Yeah, sure, within 
11711s, MJoe has taken bis c:redelllialll reason, wbynot? 
and put them on the side of people wrhe wodd'1' rornpllratrd," he uys 
who don't DOnlllllly win." Krelsler's calmly. "Youdoltlnymrownway.• 
life, be suggests, P"M=B ")vu DeVe' 
reaib' retire when )'OU have I set of 
wllles )'OU live by." 

Kreisler'• &inplar Idea of retire­
ment became clear when he was 
awarded the 1987 Sodal Wonmr of 
the Year nard by his peers. Hls re­
spoose: -rbere Is alwa,),I plenty to 
do." • 

Reprinted with permission oFthe Portland Press Herald of Portland, Maine. Reproduction does not Imply endorsement. 
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'He was. our inspiration': 
Fighter of inju5tice dies at 82 
By JOSHUA L WEINSTBN I Over the years. be taught at the Ulliversicy of High Sti-eet Resource Center. He started it as 
Stajf Wrl.kr Southern Maine, founded the Preble street a place for social work students to gain 

Resource Center and inspired hundreds of experience. 
Fire burned in Joe Krejsler's belly early 

, andlong. . 
He was a hell-raiser in the 19308, givin,g 

speeches about revolution, be once explained, 
"just to get the cops mad." 

He kept at it when be got older, fighting 
h\justice wherever and whene\lel' he saw it 

I 
The latejoe Krdsler founded the Preble , 
Strut Resource C'.eiltu iii Portland In 
1974. Today, thcagencybas35em.pl~ 
and~ about 5,000 people each -yar. 
fllrP!IIID 

KREISLER . . profession of social work - the ka. 
demic part and the heart." 

Ccmtinuolfrom Page lB 
She recalled meet4igs where peo­

ple would introduce themselves by 
name and title and accompllshmebt 

people. But Kreisler kept seeing need, and the cen-
He only stopped raising bell OD Saturday, ter expanded. 

when be died He was 82, but had the same It now is a $1.5-millioD-a-year agency with 
edge and fire be bad when be was 14 and pick- 35 employees. More Important, some 5,000 
eting bis father's soda pop factory, holding a people use its semces each year. About 240 
sign that said, "My Father Unfair to Orga- eat breakfast there every day and about 210 
nized Labor." have dinner there. 

Hate is a strong ward, but Kreisler hated "He was pivotal, absolutely pivotal, to get-
iqjustice, hated ~. As a social woriter, ting this thing started," Marl!: Swann, the cen­
professor of social work and bead of USM's ter's executive director, said Monday. "Joe is 
social work department, it was his mission, his not a founder, a retired guy that we only see 
job and bis crusade to help others. at board meetings or annual meetings. He 

Kreisler founded the Preble Street 
Resource Center in 1974 - two years after 
moving to Portland. The center began as the ~ see KREISIEl, Page 3B 

at Leiden Universi4' in Holland. He 
returned to the United states and got 
a job with the New York CiW Depart­
ment of Child Welfare. He then got 
anothei masters degree, this one in 
sodaJ work, from ColumbJa. 

used to !ind delight in jokes he bad 
heard ilozens of times, in movies he 
bad seen forever. 

Kreisler had a presence and an 
intensity that friends and colleagues 
say made him seem bigger than life. had a ~ ~ here. He was 

here every day, he was still supems­
lng students. He'd come here just to 
check in with people and show some 
support £or the ataft" 

He was lmportatit at the center 
and important at USM, said Barbara 
Rich, an associate professor of social 
work. 

When it came Kreisler's tiinl t.o 
introduce himself, he'd say, with that 
scratchy volce that still ~ed 
around Yonkers, N.Y., "lfi. Pm Joe." 

Kreisler bad fancy academic bre­
dentiaJs. After graduating from l the 
UlliversitJ of Oklahoma, he ~ 

He lived brietly fn Bangor, where 
be worked as a mental health counse­
lor at Eastern• Maine Guidance. Cen­
ter. He returned in 1972, to teacli at 
USM, where he remained tmtil his 
retirement in 1988. 

"An awful lot of people have been 
touched by him in this town," said 
lalie Ricbfield, whom Kreisler hired 
as USM's social work field coordina­
tor. "When someone's like him, it's 
easy to imagine that they're just 
going to go OD and on." 

"When he was our chair, he was 
our inspiration," she said. "He was a 
visionary, and he bro!Jght together 
the essence of social work and the 

:..ou:a= =~~in~ 
can history and another in ~ese 
history, from Columbia Univetjm.y. 
He then was awarded a Fulbtjgbt 
Scbolarship to study Chinese history 

He loved Maine, his daughter, Jan­
ice Bailey, aaid. 

"He especially loved the coast, and 
he and my mother would go for long 
drives all over the state." 

He loved laughing, as well, and 

His worlr, at least, will 

StqJf Writer Joshua L. Weinstein 
can be contacted at 791-6368 orat: 

j\\ll!lnstdn@pressbaald.mm 



December 12, 2012 

Portland teen shelter a testament to 'average' Joe 
By BILL NEMITZ 

Some frigid night this winter, it will happen. One of the two dozen homeless kids at the Joe Kreisler Teen 
Shelter will look out at the ice, the snow, the anything-but-friendly darkness and ask, "Who was Joe Kreisler?" 

"He was just a guy, really," replied David Kreisler, Joe's 
son, this week as workers put the finishing touches on the 
shelter at 38 Preble St. "But he always cared about the 
community." 

Added Janice Bailey, Joe's daughter: "He was just the 
sweetest, sweetest man." 

Joe Kreisler, for the record, was the founder of what is 
now known simply as Preble Street -- the social services 
agency in Portland that for more than a quarter-century 
has reached out and caught the poor, the homeless, the 
mentally ill and others whose lives are in free fall. 

But to truly understand what made the man tick, consider 
what he said in an interview with this newspaper a few 
years before he died in 2002 at the age of 82. 

Joe Kreisler 
John Ewing I Staff File Photo 

"I'm a human being," said Kreisler. "Part of my job, part of being alive, is making sure that other people are, too. 
There is always some poor person out there who needs something." 

These days, talk like that can set off a cyber storm of criticism from those who hear "poor people" and think 
"cycle of dependency," or "culture of entitlement," or some other far-right catch phrase that equates lack of 
resources with lack of character. 

No matter. Joe Kreisler, if he were still around, would say it anyway. 

He came to Portland in 1972 to teach social work at the University of Southern Maine. But he was a rabble 
rouser long before that. 

Growing up on the streets of Yonkers in the 1930s, a son of "old-country" Jewish parents, Kreisler once 
stomped into a police station to demand the return of a football that police had confiscated from him and his 
friends during a pickup game on the street. His objection: The cops had violated his 14th Amendment right to 
due process. 

Another time, upset at the low wages he received at his father's soda pop factory, young Joe picketed the plant 
with a sign proclaiming, "My Father Unfair to Organized Labor." 

Actually, Joe's father was anything but anti-labor. One Saturday, on their way to get groceries and buy Joe a toy, 
his father came across a picket line of striking workers and, just like that, joined the line. 

"Dad's over there making a fool of himself," Joe muttered to his mother. "And I'm not getting anything!" 

Then there was the time in 1964 when The New York Times ran a piece about Mobilization for Youth, a 
program for poor people that Kreisler ran at the time on Manhattan's Lower East Side. The project, declared the 
Times, was "a hotbed of Communism." 



Joe took that as a compliment. 

In short, Kreisler's life centered not just on talking about what he thought was right, but, more importantly, 
rolling up his sleeves and doing something about it. 

Thus it made perfect sense when, upon coming to USM to teach under his longtime friend and mentor John 
Romanyshyn, Kreisler insisted on taking his students out of the classroom and onto the streets of Portland. 

Out of that avant-garde "lab" work, the High Street Resource Center was born. Then, in 1985, it moved to and 
became Preble Street. 

Executive Director Mark Swann, who still remembers Kreisler offering him his job via a balky answering 
machine in 1991, estimates that more than 400 social work students have cycled through Preble Street over the 
decades. Most of them, including Portland Mayor Michael Brennan, worked directly under Kreisler's tutelage. 

"He was my field-placement supervisor for a year when I was at Preble Street in the early 1990s," said Brennan, 
who at the time was studying for his master's degree in social work at the University of New England. 

"I think it was a great example of taking the ivory tower to the streets," said Brennan. "That type ofrich 
opportunity for people who are going to school, to be able to also be involved in the community that way, I don't 
think you can measure the value of that." 

Kreisler, according to son David, often bristled at social programs that greeted the needy with means testing and 
other bureaucratic hurdles before deciding whether to help them. 

"Eligibility stuff was all (expletive) to him," said David Kreisler. "If people have a need, you should do what 
you can to meet it. The door's open." 

Which brings us back to the teen shelter. Early next month, it will replace Preble Street's rickety old Lighthouse 
Shelter for wayward kids, on nearby Elm Street. 

The Joe Kreisler Teen Shelter, promises the plaque installed Tuesday near the entrance, will be "a place where 
acceptance is the rule, and where people truly listen to one another. A place where love stops and stays with 
them awhile." 

Preble Street paid $2.5 million to buy, renovate and furnish the two-story brick building at the corner of Preble 
Street and Cumberland Avenue. The agency also has $1.5 million socked away to operate the shelter for the next 
10 years, and offer expanded hours at its nearby Teen Center. 

Every penny came from private donations within Maine, said Swann. The low-profile fundraising effort, he said, 
took only four months to reach its goal. 

Joe Kreisler would have stood up and cheered. Or would he? 

"As much as he would have loved all the private funding, he would have been troubled about the absence of 
public funding," said David Kreisler, who was a social worker before he became a Portland attorney 20 years 
ago. "Because he would think that the community and government -- all of us -- have a role in making sure the 
disenfranchised have their needs met." 

Tuesday evening, members of this community came together to see Preble Street's latest miracle for themselves. 
Many had personal memories of Joe Kreisler, while others confessed they weren't quite sure who the man was 
or what he'd accomplished. 

All the more reason to name the place after him. As Swann noted, "It's important to honor not just people of 
great wealth, but also people who have done great work." 

Back when she was a girl, Janice Bailey would walk with her father around the canyons of Manhattan. 
Invariably, he'd point up at the massive skyscraper at the intersection of 42nd Street and Lexington Avenue. 

"That's the Chrysler Building," Joe Kreisler would tell his daughter. "But they spelled the name wrong!" 

Not this time. 



' 
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FORUM 

AT PREBLE STREEf 

Joe Kreisler may be gone, but his smile isn't 
-• Resource center's 
founder had good words 
and deeds for everyone, 
something easily recalled 
at this time of year. 

I 

By MARK R. SWANN 

I miss Joe Kreisler, the founder of 
Preble Street Resource Center. Joe 
died this past summer. I think about 
him a lot, and feel his presence at 
Preble Street. All of us here miss him. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Mark K. Swann is executive 
director of the Preble Street 
Resource Center. 

part-time work, and a full 
belly at night. He doesn't 
come to Preble Street very 
much any more, he 
explained, but wanted to 
stop by at the party to wish 
everybody a happy holiday. 

Mike was in a great mood, 
very upbeat and positive. 

and he was able to articulate the After sharing his situation 
model he was creating within a very with me, he asked about my 
compelling academic framework family, my children. He 

But, beyond the jargon and the wanted to know how a 
descriptors needed in grant applica- Staffflle photo former staff person, Flo-
tions, Joe knew that Preble Street Joe Kreisler met everyone just like this. rence, was making out in 

11 ~c:s 
Resource Center at its essence was • her new job. And then, out of 

11 
all about people caring for one anoth- volunteers: bank employees, _church the blue, Mike told me how sad it was 
er. He wanted Preble Street to be a members, retired executives, a mid- that Joe wasn't around. . 
safe place for people, where judg- dle school band and families. I told him I was thinking the same 

_ ments would be set aside, where Joe would have loved to have been thing. We then stood in comfortable 
acceptance was the rule, and where there. He would have . greeted the silence for a few mjnutes watching 
people truly listened to one another. retired UnumProvident executive the crowd and listening to the carol-Exactly as a child w}lo loses a par­

ent struggles through the next holi­
day !,,eason, we at Preble Street feel 
the tug of sadness amongst the festiv­
ities this year. This time of year is 
always hard for the community at 
Preble Street, but this year feels even 
tougher than usual. 

Joe started Preble Street in 1975 as 
an experiment of sorts. He could. 
describe the beginnings of the agency 
as an effort to develop an organiza­
tional model which combined com­
munity: organizing and· activism with 
the training of social workers, while 
still meeting basic needs-in a neigh­
borhood center kind of setting. 

Joe was in his 50s and a very edu­
cated and experienced social worker 

1 by the time he started Preble Street, 

Joe was a great listener. He didn't with the same warmth and the same ers. I saw Preble Street staff talking 
just hear the words coming out of big smile as he would the scared with clients. I watched a friendly vol­
someone's mouth, he heard the per- teenager trying to get off the streets. unteer crew hand out presents to a 
son, felt the person, learned the per- He would have spent time with the patient line of people. I heard Santa 
son. While doing so, he also shared homeless Vietnam veteran struggling share a laugh with a few small chil­
himself. Joe was a special person, with alcoholism with the same focus dren. I leaned against the wall with 
and he wanted to create a special as he would with the church minister Mike and had a wonderful experi­
organization. helping out in the kitchen. Joe would ence. It felt as if Joe was right there 

Last week Preble Street hosted its have walked through the place with ·withallofus. 
annual holiday party. More than 400 his biggest smile and with his biggest I started to think how corny that ' 
people showed up for a hot meal, a wave to all. was, when Mike said, "It's like Joe's 
small present, caroling and tables full As I was thinking about this at the still here with us." My jaw dropped. I 
of Christmas cookies. A lot of differ- party, and missing Joe, a client joined said, "Mike, I just had the same exact 
ent kinds of people were there: home- me in my favorite leaning spot thought. It must be true. He must be 
less people, senior citizens, mentally against the dining room wall. here." 
ill people, refugees, unemployed peo- "Mike" came over to say hello and His face broke into a big, wide grin. 
ple, alcoholics and drug addicts, dis- fill me in on what was happening with A big smile - just like Joe's. 
abled people and people in recovery. . his life. He told me that he had a 
Joining us also were dozens of place to live, a truck to drive',' some - Special to the Press Herald 
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Founder's day 
They were powerful, like U.S. Rep. Tom Allen, and 

not-so-powerful, like Connie Hunter and her friend "Ducky," 
but Monday they were all the same: mourners. Several 

hundred people gathered at the parking lot of the Preble Street 
Resource Center in Ponland on Monday afternoon to 

remember the center's founder.Joe Kreisler, who died Aug. 17. 
From 3 until about 5:30 p.m., speaker after speaker offered 

memories of Kreisler, tributes to Kreisler, and smiles for 
Kreisler. At the podium in the top photo, Elizabeth Szatkowski, 

an educational coordinator who worked at the center for 10 
years, read a poem in memory of Kreisler, who was 82 when 
he died. Hunter and Ducky, singing "Amazing Grace" in the 

photo at right, have used the center's services. Hunter said she 
met Kreisler only once, but that was enough to show her what 
kind of man he was. "I was having a bad day," she said, "and 

he made me smile." 

Staff photos by Gregory Rec 
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JO(! Krdsler 
Pro£cssor Emuitns or the Unhusity r,(Soathem Maine and 

founder or the Preble Strut ~ Centu 

• PORTLAND - Joe Kreisler, Pro- In 197J, Mr. Kreisler moved back to 
fessor Emeritus of the ~ of Maine where be was reunited with 
Southern Maine and founder of tbe John Romanyshyn at the Unhersity 
P.reble Street Resource Cen- -----• of Southern Maine. He 
ter, passed peacefully away became aeslstant professor 
on August 17, 200'l at his of social work. eventually 
home in Portland. · hemming cba1nnan of the. 

He Is survived by h1s wife department and remained 
of 60 years, Frances; his ; • there until his retirement 1n 
daughter, Janice Bailey and ' 1988. 
her husband, Kenneth; his Dedicated to the Idea that 
daughter, Nora Kreisler and • social work Involved a com-
her husband, Peter Moberg; I mitment to the community, 
his grandsons, Eric J . -· Kreisler became involved 
Moberg and David Moberg; Joe Krdslcr . hlmself In many etiorts at 

. his son, David Krelsler and his wife, Improving the lot ol Portland's poor. 
Marcia; his grandson. Sean T. He seMld on the Board of Direct.od 
Dougherty and his wife, Suzanne of many community agencies, lnclud­
Proulx; and great.grandson, Gabriel Ing the United Way, the CUmberland 
J. Dougherty; and by a community of County Child Abuse and Neglect 
people who knew him, worked with Council, and the Preble Street 
bim,andlovedbim. Resoun:e Centar. In 1975, he &tllrt.ed 

_Joseph David Kreisler wu born to · the High Street Resource Center, an 
Immigrant parents OD August 14, 1920 agency &tafl'ed by social work atu­
in Yonller&, N.Y., where he grew up In dents and open to anyone In need. In 
aworidngclassJewishnelgbborhood 1981, 1be Hlgb Street Resource Cen­
with tbree younger slstera and an ter mMd to the Preble Street~ 
older brother. el, 111 19811 clumpd the name to ~ 

in lSJi, Hiuag with his childhood ble Stn!et Resource Center and, irr 
friend, the late John Rom111)3'8hyn, he 1993, moved Into tta current location. 
trawled to Oklahoma to attend the In a career filled with too ~ 
Unlversll;y of Oklahoma becawie ll awards to list, Kreisler WU pemaps 
was "the cheapest In the country." At proudest of tbe Preble Street 
O.U. he n!Celved an educatloo, pol- Resource Cent.er, an agency that 
ished his passion for the pursuit of stands apart In Its responsiveness to 
social justice, and most lmportmit,bt the homeless, to c:hlldren, to families 
met Frances Russell, his wife and and to those who need a helplng­
llCeloogcompan!on. hand. Mark Swami, clrector of the 

Following graduation from college Preble street Resource Center, said 
In 1942, be enlisted In the Army. Dis- that 88 part of the new Preble Street 
charged 88 a 2nd lieutenant in 1946, Teen Center, a courtyard and gather­
Krelsle.r moved to New York City, Ing place will be named In Kreisler'& 
where be attended Columbia Unlver- honor. 
sity on the GI BW. rece.Mog a Mu- Tbrough it an be never took hlm­
ter's Degree In American history and self too seriously, finding his greatest 
another ln Chinese hlstory. After satts!actioll In helping those who 
receiving his graduate degree he Wll8 needed it without uklng fur anything 
awanled a Fullbright Scholarship to In return, with no sermons given. 
study Chinese history at Leiden Uni• To !maw Joe Kreisler was to know 
ven;lty In Holland. From 1951 to 1952 a man who loved bls famlb'. He loved 
he, his wife and daughter were ,Ible meandering rides aJoog the coa&l 
to travel around Europe, often taldng with his wife, "P'allny," loved long 
long bicycle trips through the Fn!och meals and rooms Alli of children's 
countryside. laughter, loved shortcuts that took 

After retumlng to the United twice 88 loog, loved word ~ and 
States, a job with the NYC Depart- knowledge without pretension, quot. 
ment of Child Welfare triggered a Ing and ~ everything from 
long held Interest In social wort and Shakespeare to the Maa Brothers 
from that a career that was to <"but my wndoo8 are better"), rein· 
beaxne much rewered and a m11del venting the world fur others, to find 
for generatloos of those emplaye:I In Joy In the simplest phrases and the 
pursuit of working OD behaJf of the sppreciatlon of human connectfon 
poor and the dlseohnchl.sed. tostead of the gathering of material 

Aft.er earning a Masten! In Social thlnp. He spent bis life working for 
Work from Columbia, Kreisler moved the betterment of strangers ao that 
to. Bangor, where he worked 11!1 II they mlgbt live Jives of hope against 
mental health counselor at Eastern despair. 
Maine Guidance Center. This ,ws Private services will be held Cor the 
also the beglooing of lifelong ltJVe famlb'. 'lbe family requests that. In 
affair with the rugged coast ofM.alne. lleu of flowers, donatioN be made to 

In 1962, Kreisler returned to NYC the Preble Street Resource Center. 
where be worked for Moblllzalion for 1be Preble Street Besoon.-e Center is 
Youth, an anti-J)OYerl;y program on plannlng a memorial service for Mr. · 
the Lower F..ast Side. Proud to be a Kreisler. AD are .itome and anyone 
part of the War on Powrty, he also Interested In attending should c:all 
worked for Action for Progress und the Resource Center at 207-715-0028.. 

OBITIJARIES 
later for Univensity Settlement, all 
agencies dedicated to welfare rights 
and empowering poor people to con-
trol their IM!s and live In dlgnlf;y. 6B Portland Ems Hauld, Tlladay, August 2D, 2DO: 
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Kreisler leaves behind rich legacy 
of helping others to live better 
e The founder of Preble Street 
Resource Center brought ms talents ' 
to bear on the problems of others. 

W ith his smarts, his organim­
tional skills and a pocket full of 
advanced degrees, Joe Kre­
isler could have been one of 

the richest guys int.own. 
He could have assembled a real estate 

empire-with no money down, mind you He 
could have taken a good idea or invention 
and built a factory, a name brand and a for­
tune. He could have run any of the large 
companies in Maine, inspiring workers t.o 
overachieve and stockho1ders to lavish him 
with praise and options. · 

Kreisler chose, instead, t.o become a social 
worker. He then taught others how t.o help 
the needy at the University of Southern 
Maine and later founded what is today the 
Pret ~ S1reet Resource C mter in Portland. 

In ·so doing. he helped thousands of people 

Krdslu chose a better life f.or others. 

t.o a better life. Preble Street is now an impor­
tant part of this city's social sernce infra­
structure, employing 35 people and assisting 
more than 5,000 needy folks each year. 

He never stopped working, right up until 
bis death Silturday at age 82. He left behind a 
vast network of people trained t.o give hope t.o 
others. He t.ouched and improved the lives of 
thousands of 16.ainers. 

A rich man by any measure. 



Joe Kreisler 

"There is always some poor person out 
there who needs something." 

More than an observation, Joe dedicated his professional life to doing something 
about the needs of the poor and disenfranchised. In 1972, after a decade of social 
work practice on the Lower East Side in New York City, Joe became a social work 
educator at the University of Southern Maine. 

He started the High Street Resource Center in 1974. From the beginning High 
Street provided a place for social work students to put the values of the profession 
into practice, and a place for Portland's poor to go if only because they needed 
something. 

In 1985 the agency became the Preble Street Resource Center. From its founding 
until his death in 2002, Joe was a member of the Board of Directors and a daily 
fixture at Preble Street. More than that, he was the embodiment of the agency's 
mission, its philosophy, its spirit and its dedication to meeting everyone as an equal 
human being. 

For which rules are cages, my grandfather crosses out. Walking down 
Congress Street the men call his name. His face opens a city block, his 
face is a braid against the hours spent searching for loose change. 
His face is a cup of coffee and a place to smoke. A place to smoke is 
not much to ask from the world for a man 's life. My grandfather 
worked his life to create rooms of light and smoke and bread. To lean 
into them against the splintered wind. 

~ Sean Thomas Dougherty, Joe's grandson 

"The Dark Soul of the Accordion" 
from Broken Hallelujahs, Boa Press 



streets of Portland 
Have you seen the couyle at the farmers market 
Searching for bottles, wearing worn out shoes? 
In their eyes you see their yride with their children at their side 
Yesterdays heartache never makes todays news 

chorus: so how can you tell me you're lonely 
And say for you that the sun don;t shine? 
Let me take you by the hand and lead you through the streets of Portland 
I'll show you something to make you change your mind 

Have you seen the woman who walks the streets of Portland 
unsteady gait, her layered clothes in rags? 

she's no time for talking, she Just keeys right on walking 
carrying her home in two carrier bags (chorus) 

In the dark at Tommys Park at a quarter yast eleven 
one young girl sitting there all alone 
Looking for affection wherever she can find it 
walking off with strangers, no family of her own (chorus) 

Have you seen our friend Tom who lived on the streets of Portland 
Tatooed arms and oyen heart, gave all he owned away 
In our winter city, the rain cries little yity 
For those who fight with demons in their struMle day to day (chorus) 

Years ago a man named Joe reached out his gifted hand 
saying "Listen to each yerson, and you will find their strength" 
He taug11t us how to care and when to take a stand 
He said "all good change will come in this way." (chorus) 

AiiayteJ from "Sfmts of London" by Rn~I, McTdl 
(New lyrics by Nnfe Nickerson, Lisa Dermlln, slwshana Hoose & Phil Hoose) 

welcome - Michael Brennan 

''Breakf a.st at Preble Street" -yoem by Joe Kreisler read by Mark Swann 

syeakers: 
Leslie Richfield, USM school of Social work 
Lucky Hollander, Cumberland county child Abuse & Neglect council 
Mark Swann, Preble street Resource Center 
Chrissy Cason, consumer 

The Kreisler Family shares Thetr Thoughts & 

a collectton of Joe's Favorite songs 

''Words from the curbs at yreble street resource center'' 
- read by Elizabeth Szatkowski 

shared stones, yoetry and mustc by all now welcome 

"Save YOU" - sung by Tommy Abate (11.k.11. P(Jverf)1 

More sha.rtng by all 

"Streets of Portland" - music by Nate Nickerson, Shoshana Hoose & Phil Hoose 

More sha.rtng 

Please Jotn us tn dostng wtth "Ama.ztng Grace" - led by Christine O'Leary 

Refreshments wtU be served tn the Preble street Day shelter 
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1um11ec1 all promiaes," be lllid. 
---inMln:b;tbefund' ofdirecton 

wlll"Sitdown with their annual report and 
dl8CU98 whether the latest fund drive and 

.. ~vlngwu_~orlf~hanw 
to be made. ---~~ -· 

One change that 18 planned fornat year 
-1..to-feed-&he:clata-illtoM:Omputer. .. ------ -- ­

'"Iba~ makelt.80 mu.cb uater." 
Aid. 

'lbe project has grown tremen 
since ft got Its start In 1949 with donations 
totallng$2,913. Lastyearthecontrfbutions 
amounted to more than $100,000. 

In April or May, planning for the 1988 · 
Christmas season will get underway, Davis 
said. Planning bu to start early to 
determine the amount of the toys and other 
gifts that will need to be bought In the late 
summer. 

So some phase of the operation Is ring 
on nearly throughout the year, be Ai . 

Typlcal of the people who are helped Is 
one motberof tbree girls, 6, 6 and 8 years 
old • 

She wrote, "ltwouldbeverymucb 
appreciated If you could help us with some 
Christmas gifts this year. 

"We don't have much Income and what 
we do get goes on the rent and bills with · 
about $20 or $30 left over. And that usually 
goes on food because the food stamps that 
we get are not enough for the month." 

Special thanks today go to the LL Be¥ 
Telemarketing Department for its 
contribution of$1,l 10. 

Arbor Rentals of Falmouth made a 
donation of $600; employees of National 
Semiconductor (formerly Fairchild) 
Training Department, Building 10, $225; In 
memory of Aunt Mary, $200; F.P. & C.H. 
Murray Inc., $150; New England 

SeeSanta 
.Paget 

HoIDeless 
housing 
plan.win's 
funding 

By GEORGE WEIR 
Staff Writer 

The Preble Street Resource Cen• 
ter's annual Christmas party for the 
homeless was reachlnfii its iJ:iak 
when the word came: e i era! 

20 1 9 / 03 / 0 8 0 2 20 

Stalf plloto bJGordoD Cllllarolld 

ThebigchiU 
A muffler and 10me m111lc take tbe 
edge off this mornlq'1 bitter cold for 
Denni• E. Gaey of Portland u be walks to 
work aloq CODgreu Street. Tempera­
turea, adj111tecl for tbe wind chill, raJ11H 
from zero to mln111 18 and 1bould be even 

lower tomorrow when Maine la espectecl 
to get a d111tlng of snow from the near­
mlu of an lntenae winter atorm. Art 
Leller of tbe National Weather Service 
said tbe bl.f. llorm II apected to mill 
Maine, but we're keeplqan eye on It." 

Palestinian riots mark~ 
ByTIIOMAS L FRIEDMAN 

1be New--York nme. 
JERUSALEM - Behind the Palestin­

ian riots of the last few weeks Is a story 

Analysis 
about fathers 
and sons -
Palestinian 
fathers and the 

sons over whom they may have lost 
control. · 

The recent Palestinian demonstra­
tions against Israel, which left at least 21 
Palestinian youths dead, may one day be 

• Lawyers ror Paleatfnlans today 
again are boycotting Israeli military 
trials In tbe West BanE Page 13. 

remembered as the changing of the guard 
among the Palestinians. 

The Palestinian fathers grew up In the 
West Bank under Jordanian rule, or hi 
Gaza under Egyptian rule. After Israel 
captured those territories In 1967, they 
more or leu came to terms with the 
situation, got to ~w a few Jews, worked 

In their 
Hebrew 
month, 1 
with a J1 
Ian state 

But t i 
thosewh 
at Israel 
mentsfo1 
have kllCI 
the Israel 
a Jewist 
lnterroga 

Award-W. 
studenth 

ByllJUE HANAl 
S&affWrlter 

YARMOUTH - Sam the unc 
character from the pages of a color 
dent because hecan'tflnd=hl 

lfonlyhewasmoreo , t 
Intermediate School ipal 

children just like Sam all around 
teaching 1lx years qo. 

To combat "I lost my bome11 
deligned a program called Get 
dywise, which was chosen n,centl 
most creative currlculums In ti 
Executive Educator magazine. lovernment had approved a 

505,755 feant for a five-year pro-
rram des fed to help the cele-

rants an others sharing their 
pll~. 

Staff plloto bJ ladl MIIIAIII 

Joel Rekas, director of the Preble Street Reaource 
Center, 11 shown with the Bell Street bulldlnp to be 

Superintendent Frank Harris 
curriculum in the Executive Educ 
test Jast ·aprlng. Jones heard In Jw: 
first cut, when the field was whlttl 
than l,OOOeotrlestoabout 160. e Department of Housln~ and 

Urban Development Is prov ding 
monei to the center and the Port-
land est Neighborhood Planning 
Council to rehabilitate two build· 
lngs and establish a program of 
BOClal serylces for the people who 
will live In them. 

The buildings are at 98-104 Bell 
St., In the vicinity of Morrlll's Cor-
ner, according to council staff mem-
ber Ed Rosenthal 

The HUD f,8°t Is a matching 
. grant that will balanced by flnan-
clal help from state,,local and other 
BOUrces over the next five yean; 
Rosenthal stressed. 

.,._ 

renovated under a bomeleu-b0111lng plan. 

Most of the grant money, he "Basically, we'll just act as 
said, will be used to pay off an developerandlandlord,"heAid. 
Interim state loan that allowed the Joel Reku, executive director of 
planning council to buy the build- the Preble Street Reaource Center, 
Inge at 98-104 Bell St., each of Aid he was "thrilled to death" to 
which now contains four units. hear about the grant, because It 

The council then plans to enlist guarantees five years of federal 
students rrom·the Southern Maine support for the fastest-growing of 
Vocational Technical Institute car- all needy groups: "the young, low­
pentry program to rehabilitate and Income, single-parent families that 
convert the buildings to six apart- have.,been homeless more than 

She learned two weeks ago tbat 
one of the 100 winners. All ~ 
have been published. 

Since then, Jonell has recelYI 
other school IYStems, Including o 
In North Carolfna. which are lntere 
plan. ,. 

"It was always, 'Wbere Is that 
They wouldn't have any place 
Aid of her students. . 

"Why not start klds,.~t with ( 
real early and later. let them ad1 
finding a lot of kids were having ta, 

ments eacn:---- - once. 
--Rosenthat-estimatetthatwiltbe=~ rillt111=-c=. · = = =545eeae-HIOI0111lllllin111~ ===--- - ---~ 

8$176,000job. · · BackPage11llsSectloD - llicil'ap'111118ec 



Thoma■ Memorial Library, 
Cape Elizabeth, mixed media by 
Thomas Stenquist and Jack 
Welch, through tomorrow, 
799-1720. 

Portland Public Library, 
"Illustrators Illustrated: The 
Works and Techniques of 11 
Portland Area Artists," through 
Wednesday. 773-4761. Ureneck Wblte 

2019 / 03 / 08 02 2 1 

Pbllbrldt Mldlaud 

Afternoon Gallery, 49 e e 
DartmouthSt. , drawlngsand ers reor•o-~anIZmg o· e· 

__J___cfh~}o~n~~~n;Th~b~~:=aa;!:..:.~8~7~pa~·92=1i~'.ng_, --H..!!!!"--1~__L_c'--=c...a-===-=-=.,=c...___::=---------=-· ---·· --~ - _ . - . - -
Area Gallery, University of 

~ Southern Maine Campus Center, 
-4 ---+--t>rn-tt"'11't-, "'hinri'de7t>utstde: -
l Private Art," through Thursday. 

780-4090. 

Art Gallery at Six Deering, 
recent paintings by Stephen 
Howard and J. Philip Richards, 
through Thursday. 772-9605. 

Barrldoff Galleries, 26 Free 
St., recent works by Paul 
Heroux and John Laurent, 
through Thursday. 772-5011. 

Bayview Gallery, 75 Market 
St., photographs by Neal Parent 
and watercolors by Carol 
Sebold , through Thursday. 
773-3007. 

Fretz & Young, 4 City Center, 
watercolors by Carl Schmalz, . 
through Thursday. 761-4550. 

Maine Audubon Society, 
Falmouth, photographs by Rand 
Raabe and others, through 
Thursday. 

Posten PIUI Galleries, 146 
Middle St., woodcuts and 
etchings by Neil Welliver, and 
,ther selections, through 
Thursday. 772-2693. 

South Portland Public 
Library, paintings and 
photographs by John Bailey, 
through Thursday. 799-2204. 

Stein Glass Gallery, 20 Milk 
St., blown and sandblasted 
vessels by Peter Andres, 
through Thursday. 772-9072. 

Baxter Gallery, Portland 
School Qf Art, 619 Congress St., 
paintings by Howard Clifford, 
through Sunday. 775-5152. 

Congress Square Gallery, 594 
Congress St., "J:loliday Greyp 
Show" to benefit The Bridge, 
through Sunday. 774-3369. 

Dean Velentgas Gallery;-60 
. _ _ JiampshireSt., clay seulptttreby---
. Abby Huntoon, Nancy 

Nevergole and Sharon 
rownshend, through Sunday. 
-r?-2'--2o-tt~--···~----- ---- --- - .... ..... . 

Maple Hill Gallery, 367 Fore 
St., "Christmas Show" of 
l~mi,ugii Jan: !J. 
775-3822. 

Gallery 127, 127 Middle St., 
"Nudes" show of paintings and 
drawings by Walt Kuhn, through 
Jan. 8. 773-3317. 

Thomas Moser 
Cabinetmakers,. 415 
Cumberland Ave., drawings, 
paintings and calligraphy by 
Bonnie Spiegel, through Jan. 9. 
774-3791. 

Hitchcock Art Dealen, 602 
Congresb St., new works by 
Harold Garde, throughJan.10. 
774-8919. 

Portland Museum of Art, 
includes selections from the 

- -----A-llumai.r..~~"-WIU-be-pro- Atwell, who moyes to.aPlstant city editor of 
moted under a reorganization of the news the Press Herald and Telegram, and John 
staff of the Guy Gannett newspapers in Willhoite, who moves to state news slot 
Portland, John K. Murphy, executive edl- editorofthePressHeraldandTelegram. 

MuQlhyuld,~theae· · 

tor, has announced. The reorganization, Murphy explained, 

• Addition of reporters and editors 1 
support increased local news coverage; · 

• Upgraded coverage of arts, entertal 
ment ana lifestyle topics. 

• Addition of reporters to provide mo1 
reporting of specialized topics on the loc 
level, such u science and medicine, bu1 
neBB and education. 

The reorganization is part of a broad combines the Press Herald and Telegram 
program to expand and improve the news into a single staff. The Expre88 news staff 
coverage by the newspapers, Murphy said. will operate as a separate unit. 

Receiving promotions are Lou Ureneck, Murphy aald the changes are designed to 
who moves from managing editor of the · support a number of important news lnltla• 
Pre88 Herald, Evening ExpreBB and Maine tives in the next several years. 

• A more comprehensive approach 1 
providing information on upcoming com 
munlty events. -Sunday Telegram to assistant executive He aald additional editors will be named 

editor; IJnda White, from assistant manag- to new posts In coming months and more 
Ing editor of the Evening Express to ~anag- reporters will be hired. 

• A fuller sports .report, both local u 
profe11lonal. · 

Ing editor of the Express; Andrea Philbrick, The news department reorganization, 
"from lifestyle editor of the Press Herald and Murphy said, ls a central part of a three-year 
Telegram to features editor; and Joe program of expansion and enhancement of 
Michaud, from assistant city editor of the news ~verage adopted by the company 

• Improvement in the ap~ of U 
newspaper through a rev1- of the Ille 1 
typography, photos and artwork, and u 
enlargement of the graphics department. 

• A strong commitment to staff tralnln1 
The Editorial Directions program gre• 

out of a year-long study~pape1 
conducted by a committee of news depar 
ment -employees. The committee lnte1 
viewed staff members, reviewed prlmai 
and leCODdary market research and dr8' 
on outside critiques of the papers, lncludhl 

. Telegram to city editor of the Press· Herald earlier this year. · 
and Telegram. The program, called Editorial Direct• 

In addition, Mike Hannon will move ions, envisions the addition of new reporter 
from assistant managing editor of the Press and editor positions and the adoption of a 
Herald to editor of new commentary pages number of new programs and procedures to 
in the Press Herald and Express. Increase the level of.service to readers. 

Also receiving promotions were Tom Among the highlights of the program, 

Housing--------------Coat1nuec1rrom...,.o.- Sales-
The resource center .wil.Lb.e __ w~h~i:;le;.,::w~e~h~e~l!:'-~--'t~h~e~m~a~c'.!.h!..!l.:-:e.!v.:-:e~p~ro~v;;i~dl~n~g';;s~o;;;m;;;eo~niei.wirth~an""..,a=-==ccrt=--•-:-r- .::--.-=:,.=-:~ 

developing the $80,000-a-year pro- seif-suttmency: ment,"hecommented. In Los Angele: 
gram of social services that the . The ·services to be provided In addition, the social services McDonald,aenlorviC4 
grant will help finance. include on-premises day care, will allow the planning council to marketlngforBroad~ 

employment training, various follow each resident family for a California, the 43--st< 
''The reason many of these fami- kinds of educational programs, par- year to provide support servlcee department stores, sa 

lies are chronically homeless ls that enting help, individual and family and see how they do. Rekas aald. day wu a "pretty 
they Jack the basic supports and counsellnf, and preventive health day." 
skills to make it on their own," anddenta servlces,Rekassald. Program participants also will ~- ''We thought we 1 
Rekas said. ''We're goinfil to try to The families can remain In this be eligible for what Rekas calls a shopping as returns, 
break tbat·cycle by providing tran- housingjustforayear. "graduation present" -a Portland turm -med to be 
sitlonal buildings and ·services "As you can see, we're not just West-subsidized apartment. than lut year," be sa 

Civilized------------CoatlaaedFromPqe0ae 
I began this program in my own classroom and with less and less enforcement each year. Teachers In 
thought it would be good for the whole school.•• fifth grade, for uample. might not check.assignment 

The program now begins in the fourth grade, books u often, while teachers ln·slxth grade would 
although this spring It will start with third graders who hardly ever check them, Jones said. 
will meet Civilized Sam in the pages of his cqlorlng Students111Ytheyllketheprogram. 
book. . .. _ .. _ . -- . --- "I . was- really quite- unorgan~ .said. Carrie. 

· JonesteamedupwithnelghborSuzanneCoffey,the McGllvery, a fourth grader at the Intermediate 
athletic director at Bates College, in producing school. "Mydeskwualwaysamess." 
the book. Coffey, a college art major, provided lllustra• Scott RJchardson aald the program bu made him 

-tiOM1U1d-Jonenvrotethetext:- - ---- · - neater, too. - · · 
The story begins withan unorganized Sam Wallow• "Last r._ar in third grade I could never find 

ing in chaos. A teacher tells him to "Get Civilized" anything. be iald. "It's a Tot easier. We have most of 
and to brln_g certain tools to sch!)(>,, S!lc;h as P@l)9J!!, .. the,thlnp--needlnournotebook/' 

· pens, a notebook and an assignment notebook, to Jones recomme-,ds students buy a three-ring note-
keep track of homework. book and dividers with pockets to bold papel'II and a 

At home, the teacher says, Sam must find a quiet plastic pouch.to hold pens and pencils. Besides the 
place to study and.hang up a ~let PlUH sign. assignment notebook, they also make up a monthly 

As Sam became civilized, 'he started to feel better calendar to help with long-term planning. 
abouthlmselfandhlswork,"thebooksays. McGllvery aald she likes the system because ."I 

Besides the coloring book, Jones sends out bro- don't have to lug around a whole bunch of stuff. And 
chures to parents before each school year advising you can't forget assignments because you have them 
them what matel'ials to buy and what to do at home. writtendown." 
Parents should help with homework by asldng cbll• Teacher Donald L'Heureux aald the program bu 
dren what they expect to learn.from their assignments made a difference In the amount cblldren are able to 
and asking for a progreBB report at the end of each learn in a school year and that grades improve. 
regularly scheduled study session. "It certainly has helped thefr Individual pdes," he 

In the classroom, the program begins with dally aald. "1bere'1 an increase In their cumulative kn<>:1· 
checks of assignment notebooks and provides in- edge over the year. 'nlere -ms to be more growth. 
centlves for students to take part in the program. At the end of the colo!'ing book, Civilized Sam bu 
Students can earn "scholar dollars" for diligently tak- conquered the chaos around him and la blutlng off 
Ing down assignments. The scholar dollars can be In a rocketship to conquer bluer and better things, 
turned in at designated stores for prl:zes such as pins. ''Civlllr,ed Sam could now learn new things, explore 

The program continues. through the sixth gra~e new places and smile at the world." 

era -re obviously 
good values:" · 

The Broadway stc 
prices from 20 to 8( 
many items. But tJM 
were on more buic­
and Christmas decc 
ductlons on other 1 
goods included fieec4 
men'.-shirts; -------

In Chi~o, Mars 
Co., the area s bigges 

_ l!,tQnt_ c:haiQ .with 28 I 

"flat" day in its Stall 
lhip store prlmaril~ :::ona11~~~ 
Ing to ~P 8. Mille 
chairman and chief 8J 

"However, our b: 
were very busy and ~ 
slack in the downtov 
aald. YesterdayMarsJ 
its monthly "Super l 
and got an excellei 
Miller aald. He aald U 
gifts appeared to be n, 
ayearago. 

Anticipating som 
pessimism after the 1 
plunge in October, n 
Into the holiday seaso 
Ing big gains. 

Exec!ltives at Ma 
for example, original! 
rise In sales of abo~ 
"But_ ~ revised ou,r 



Preble Street Executive Director Mark Swann with former 
Preble Street caseworker Florence Young in the early 1990s. 

Be fl 

CHAMPION 
BY MARK R. SWANN , MPSA 

The following is an except from a 
commencement address Preble 
Street Executive Director Mark Swann 
delivered this past spring during a 
graduation for Tufts University School 
of Medicine students completing their 
residency at Maine Medical Center. 

This year marks my 25th anniversary as 
the executive director of Preble Street. 

That's a long , long time. I remember my 
first day on the job vividly. I can't tell you 
who I had lunch with last week, but I can 
recall almost every detail of when I walked 
into the basement of the Preble Street 
chapel for the first time. 

It was a dark, crowded, noisy place. A 
very small church dining room where we 
had a limited breakfast soup kitchen and 
drop-in center. The entire staff consisted 
of a wonderful social worker, Florence 
Young, and me. 

I remember chatting with a client named 
Jerry. Born and bred in Portland, Jerry 
was a Korean War veteran who 'd survived 
off and on the streets for many, many 
years. He was a bricklayer, a poet, a 
larger-than-life personality. And a 
chronic alcoholic. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

NJ:WS FROM PRJ:BLJ: STRJ:J:T 

TURNING THE 
LIGHTS BACK ON 

Preble Street and Maine Medical 
Center are pioneering an exciting 
partnership to ensure the most 
vulnerable underserved people in 
Portland have access to high quality, 

barrier-free healthcare. 

The Maine Medical Center-Preble 
Street Learning Collaborative seeks 
to help fill the enormous void left by 
the closing of the C ity of Portland 
Healthcare for the Homeless Clinic 
in 2014; provide no-barrier access to 
health services, care-coordination and 
education; and create a new point of 
entry to the health system. Working 
together, Preble Street and Maine 
Medical Center hope to improve the 
quality of care and cl ient access to 
existing providers and established 
medical homes , improve medical 
residents' understanding and education 
of the needs and care of homeless and 
other vulnerable patients, and increase 
understand ing of health disparit ies. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 



Yemo.ya St. Clair has served on the Preble 
Street Board ~ directors since 2.014. A 
q--aduate ~ the Univers"iY ~ Washin9ton with 
a bachelor ~ arts deq--ee in environmental 
studies, she is arr-en-Hy studyin9 cou,selin9 at 
the University ~ Southern Maine. 

Professionally, she has managed the Student 
Conservation Association's Seattle-based high 
school program for urban teens, worked as a 
development manager for mental health agencies, 
served as a community mediator, and is a 
freelance writer. She co-authored the AMC Guide 
to Winter Hiking and Camping and is currently 
writing the AMC's Outdoors with Kids New 
England guidebook. 

Yemaya lives in Portland with her husband, Lucas, 
an e1r wo sma icnildren. n aaffi 10n to re 
Street, she serves on the boards of SPACE 
Gallery and the Quimby Family Foundation. 

From a reflection by Yemaya: 

I first volunteered to help with a breakfast shift at 
Preble Street on a cold, gray March morning. 

All winter, I had been thin/ting about Maine's 
homeless population, particularly on the frigid, 
snowy days when I passed someone b.ddled against 
a building for warmth, a paper cup at their feet. 
My heart ached the most when my three-year-old 
daughter, from the backseat of the car, asked me to 
read the sign each time we passed a person 
panhandling at an intersection. I had to ,:q,/ai• that 
some p,ople ha11e no food., no mq,.,,,. in,d no s"l,elter. 
Each time she aslttd why. I fomj~l for an 
exp/411/ltion, lost for words. 

I sent emails to elected officials advocating for the 
city's homeless shelters. But still, I felt wry detached 
from the Jay-to-day realities expmented by people 
on the streets. 

As I pulled "P a little before 7 a. m. people were 
already UHliting o'#tlide the S(n4f ~hlnjiw tbt tloors 
to open. I111ide I pt to UNJrlt. s~Mtt Mes of 
cereal, dtly-old-µstrin, llnd bi>w1i full of generic 
peam,t. h#tr and fam, while follow volunteers filled 
the bot tray with warm food. 

When the kitchen opened at 8 a.m. the stream of 
people looked tired and worn. Many were obviously 
physically disabled. Some were old and others young. 

curbside / 2 / 

" ,hat moment struck me, 
reminding me there are people 

struggling around us all the time·" 

Most were men. Some were New Mainers. A Jew 
wore work uniforms. Though I'd heard it before, their 
situation hadn't struck me until then: there were 
working people who could not afford to meet their 
basic needs. Minimum wage is not enough. 

When I asked one woman how she was doing, she gave 
me a small smile and said her day was better because I 
was smiling. "You don't see that much, "she said. "It's 
nice to see someone happy. "I felt a mix of emotions: on 
one hand, I was glad she welcomed my smile; on the 
other, I felt guilty about being on my side of the 
breakfast bar. 

As I helped people fill their bowls, almost all said 
thank-you. But, in so many ways, I felt as though I 
should be thanking them for exposing their need, 
their vulnerability and humanness. 

~----,, --- ---
A Jew days later, I was driving past Preble Street when 
I noticed a man crossing the street. My first thought was 
that I recognized him from the soup kitchen. But then 
I thought I recognized him as someone who worked at 
the library. From his clothing, it was difficult to tell if 
he was homeless or not, employed or not. Perhaps he was 
both employed and in need of a meal. 

That moment struck me, reminding me there are people 
struggling around us all the time. We often have no idea 
what is going on in people's lives unless we care to find 
out, to listen, and to serve. 

Preble Street Board Member Yemeya St. Clair 



More than a quarter of homeless adults first experienced 
homelessness as children or teens. 

Thanks to a generous grant from the John T. Gorman 
Foundation, Preble Street was able to pioneer a new 
intensive approach to helping homeless youth break that 
cycle and succeed on t~own. 

First Place offers homeless youth a path to permanent 
housing, helping participants find affordable apartments 
and providing structure and support as young people 
develop the skills to live successfully on their own-from 
budgeting to cooking, from career planning to positive 
peer relationships. 

First Place youth who are eligible may also enroll in the 
Opportunity Passport program, a financial literacy curric­
ulum to help young people transition from foster care into 
independent living. 

Seven First Place clients have graduated from the 
program, taken over the leases to their apartments, 
and are doing exceptionally well. Youth like: 

• Ivan, an asylee from Burundi who earned his high 
school diploma through the Portland Street 
Academy, received a college scholarship, and is 
now working for a local social service provider 

• David who grew up in foster care and suffered a 
major depressive episode when he was disowned 
by his grandparents for being gay. Now he's 
working, practicing good self-care, and earning 
straight As at Southern Maine Community 
College. 

Others are poised to follow them in making the leap 
toward greater independence. 

The program has been so successful, the federal 
government's Family and Youth Services Bureau 
recently awarded Preble Street $625,000-one of 
only nine such awards in the entire country-to create 
the M aine Transitional Living Collaborative (TLC) with 
community partner New Beginnings in Lewiston . TLC will 
offer a continuum of transitional services, including rapid 
re-housing and supported housing, for LGBTQ youth. 

First Place staff have also branched out to assist dozens 
of other young people at the Preble Street Teen Center 
with their housing goals through the TLP Plus program, 
using Maine State Housing Authority Home to Stay 
housing vouchers and providing incentives to work on life 
skills development. 

Homeless youth are smart, talented, thoughtful, and 
hard-working . They have the potential to be enormous 
assets to the community if given the opportunity to focus 
their energy on building skills rather than struggling to 
survive on the streets. 

They have the will and the dr-ive to succeed. 

Fir-st Place :31ves them the tools 

OUTSTANDING 
CITIZEN AWARD 

The Portland Police Department awarded Bill Burns. 
Preble Street Health Services Director and former 
Resource Center Coordinator, with an "Outstanding 
Citizen" commendation at its annual award breakfast 
in 2016. 

In presenting the commendation, Major Donald Krier. 
who has worked closely with Resource Center staff, 
observed that police officers and social workers might 
approach things differently, but Bill has been 
instrumental in helping officers understand that social 
work values can help ensure positive community 
relations and fair and respectful resolution to 
community problems. 

Here's what Portland Police Chief Michael Sauschuck 
had to say: 

In recognition of your cooperation and unfailing 
commitment to the citizens of Maine, you are hereby 
commended and recognized as an outstanding citizen. 

Bill Burns has served as the Coordinator of the Preble Street 
Resource Center since 2011. Upon his arrival, Bill reached 
out and introduced himself to all of the neighborhood 
stakeholder organizations. He emphasized open lines of 
communication and demonstrated a desire to work together 
on common issues rather than take separate paths. 

Bill also took it upon himself to get to know officers 
assigned to the Bayside Neighborhood as well as officers 
who frequently work the so ip kitchen overtime detail. This 
relationship facilitate3 greater trust betw en Preble Street 
and the Police Department and allowed employees from 
both organizatioru to better understand and appreciate each 
other's role and contributions. This, in turn, has improved 
the delivery of services in the Bayside Neighborhood. 

The Portland Police Department commends you and thanks 
you for your assistance. 
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Shawna Holloway, a medical social worker embedded at Preble Street as part of the Maine 
Medical Center Homeless Health Partners program talks with a client who was recently outfitted 
with a prosthetic leg. 

TURNING THE 
LIGHTS BACK ON 

CONTINUED FROM COVER 

Bill Burns. Health Services Director for Preble Street, says 
there have been many barriers preventing Portland's homeless 
community from accessing health care. "Sometimes they are 
n-ot treated well in health-care settings. They may also thin I< they 
don't deserve health care." 

Located on site at 20 Portland Street , the Collaborative is staffed 
by Bill Burns, former Preble Street Resource Center coordinator, 
in a new role as Preble Street Health Services Director, as well 
as by an MMC nurse practitioner, residents from the program 
areas of psychiatry, family medicine, and internal medicine, 
medical studen ts from the MMC Maine Track program, nursing , 
pharmacy, and social-work students , and MMC's Homeless 
Health Partners case management team , full-time edical social 
workers from MMC who hav been embedded at Preble Street 
since early 201 5. 

"Th~ Maine Medical Center-Preble Street Learn ing 
Collaborative combines the best of our two organization's 
capabilities in order to meet the uniq e needs of an underserved 
population in an effective and sustainable way, and aligns with 
MMC's commitment to delivering innovative population health 
and affordable care services, as well as ou r three-part mission 
of caring for our community, ed1c1cating tomorrow's caregivers 
and researching new ways to provide care ," said Peter Bates , 
M.D., Chief Academic Officer, Maine tvled ical Center. 

Homeless Health Partners soc ial workers have been 
documenting gaps in services since the program began in 
2015 to help Preble Street and MMC understand what 
systemic issues need to be addressed to ensure people 
experiencing homelessness have access to care. 

MMC clinical staff seek to address those gaps , including 
access to walk-in care, mental health services, triage, 
urgent, and follow-up care, wound-care , substance abuse 
treatment, and more. 
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Be a 
CHAMPION 

CONTINUED FROM COVER 

We shared a favorite poet, Charles Bukowski , and Jerry 
and I tried to crack each other up with different Bukowski 
stories and myths . 

Jerry would stay at the shelter for months at a time. 
Then we'd find him a room somewhere, he'd last a few 
months, and then end up back in the shelter again. This 
went on for years . Until he died. His heart exploded, was 
how it was described to me, one night as he lay on the 
floor of the city shelter trying to sleep. 

We had a memorial service for him in the Resource 
Center. We have lots and lots of memorial services there, 
more than two per month, on average. Balanced on some 
file cabinets, we have a cardboard box with the words 
"memorial service stuff" scrawled on the side . It's filled 
with candles, some plastic flowers , a clean tablecloth. 
We have it down to a system , how to host these sad little 
services in our soup kitchen dining room. 

I distinctly remember thinking that day that there must 
be a better way. Not just that we have to do better than 
these sad-sack funerals in a soup kitchen. But that there 
must be solutions, even for hardcore , really challenging 
peogle like Jerry. Real and sustainable solutions. 

So we set out to find that better way. 

We opened Logan Place with Avesta Housing on March 
24, 2005. The best day of my career. What we did 

In 2016 , 33 lives were tragically cut short by the 
hardships of homelessness. 

Hundreds of people came together on Wednesday, 
December 21, during an annual vigil to remember 
homeless friends in Greater Portland who have died . 

Portland 's Annual Homeless Persons ' Memorial Vigil 
takes place on the winter solstice, the longest night of 
the year. For 22 years , Portlanders have gathered on 
the evening of the winter solstice to shine a light on 
the on the tragedy of homelessness, mourn lives that 
are lost, and to reaffirm a commitment to ensuring that 
everyone who needs a home finds one. 



differently starting on that day was offer housing with 
no strings attached. We didn 't demand sobriety. 
We didn't demand medication compliance. We 
didn't demand a psychiatric label. We didn't demand 
a Medicaid number for billing purposes. Instead of 
saying you need to deal with your mental illness and 
addictions first, we offered them housing first. 

That very night shelter numbers went down by 10% 
and stayed down for the next four years until the 
recession hit. 

Preble Street and Avesta followed up the great 
success of Logan Place by opening Florence 
House five years later. 

And we 're hard at work at opening our next one, 
on Bishop Street, where we hope to target not just 
chronically homeless people, but those who are 
medically compromised, those" who are among the 
highest users of the health care system in the state. 
People like a newer Logan Place tenant who spent 
over 1,000 nights at the hospital. 

To do this we will need lots and lots of champions. 

All o.f us need to be saying that 
homelessness is not okay. It is not enough 
to .feed people at soup kitchens and .feel 
good about it. It's not okay .for- people to 
sleep and die on mats on the .floor- It's not 
okay to hold makeshi.ft memor-ial ser-vices, 
over- and over- again. 

You can be a part of that. 

US Sen. Angus King and Bruce Hepler were among the dozens of volunteers who came the 
day before Thanksgiving to unload two school busses full of donations for hungry Mainers. 

Players from the Portland Rugby Football Club loaned their muscle to the cause. 
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Preble Street Executive Director Mark Swann stands with former Portland Mayor Michael 
Brennan and area attorneys with the Maine Homeless Legal Project. 

MAINE HOMELESS 
LEGAL PROJECT 

The Gri-ft ~ Respect 
Each week, volunteer attorneys from the Maine Homeless Legal Project 

offer a free legal clinic to clients at the Preble Street Resource Center. 

The project, spearheaded in 2014 by attorney David Soley, who leads the 

real estate litigation group at Bernstein Shur, represents a partnership of the 

American Bar Association, Volunteer L/wyers Project, Pine Tree Legal 
Assistance, and Preble Street. 

MHLP attorneys from a dozen area firms offer pro bona legal services to 
close gaps in legal resources for people whose homelessness is caused or 
compounded by legal issues. 

"People who are homeless often face a number of legal problems that 

need to be addressed or resolved before they can establish stable housing," 

explains Preble Street Executive Director Mark Swann. "And navigating the 
legal system is a daunting challenge that has been relieved by having a clinic 

on site at the Preble Street Resource Center. This exciting partnership 

conne.cls vulnerable peopla\'lith...juslthe-he.lp..they need t0--gst- them Gut 
of the shelters and back on their feet. " 

Built on a model-Project H.E.L.P.-introduced in 2004 by Judge Jay C. 
Zainey in New Orleans, which has since been implemented in 21 cities 

throughout the United States, the project has made a serious impact in 
the lives of homeless Mainers. 

After clients have been prescreened by caseworkers, volunteer attorneys 

help clients resolve problems related to tenancy issues, drivers licenses, child 

support, bankruptcy, Social Security, small claims court cases, immigration, 

restitution, protection from abuse, acceptable identification, and other obsta­

cles to stability. Many cases are wrapped up during the initial consultation, 
while others require ongoing pro bona representation. 

As one Resource Center case manager reported, "I watched this morning 
as (a volunteer attorney) provided hundreds of dollars worth of legal advice 

to a guy who was homeless. He was kind, thoughtful, and respectful. He 
translated the vagaries of the law into very clear statements, developed a 

plan of action in collaboration with the client, and was altogether terrific." 

But MHLP has offered some of the most vulnerable people in Maine much 
more than just legal advice. 

Another Preble Street case manager added, "Clients are being met with 
respect, with active listening. They're really feeling like they have advocates 

and allies. Their legal needs are being met. They're being taken seriously." 

And the love goes both ways. 

"Preble Street's staff are amazing people," said David Soley. "They are there 

to help you in any way needed. They're a well-oiled machine. As an attorney, 
you literally don't have to bring anything but your skills and expertise " 

One +'ormerly homeless client, who worked with a vok..nteer lawyer 
i1 hopes of rec0verh3 rrv:x.ey she'd been de.f'rauded of, said the 
experience leH her with a tremendous sense of errpowerment, 
'I realized I'm not powerless. I do have a voice, and it's ben:3 heard. 
Sometimes -that's all a person needs is to be heard.' 
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VOLUNTEER 
PROFILE= 

BETTY HAYMON 
Betty Haymon is a retired educator who spent her working 
career as an elementary school teacher in the Gray-New 
Gloucester area. Teachers are heroes in their own right, 
educating and shaping the lives of our young people. But 
Betty's contributions to her community did not end 
with her profession. 

Betty has been volunteering at Preble Street for nearly a 
decade, serving in both the Resource Center and Teen 
Center Soup Kitchens. She is in the Resource Center Soup 
Kitchen early every Saturday morning-a shift that is one of 
the hardest to fill--helping prepare breakfast for 300-400 
people who rely on emergency food services for meals. 
Betty is a force in the kitchen. She takes care of the dishes­
hundreds and hundreds of them. It's a project that typically 
requires four volunteers, but Betty handles it on her own. 

On the first Thursday of each month-and any time when 
shifts are light and extra hands are needed-Betty also 
volunteers for the dinner shift in the Preble Street Teen 
Center Soup Kitchen, warming, serving, and cleaning up for 
dinner without the assistance of kitchen staff. Competent and 
reliable, when Betty is volunteering, the caseworkers know 
the meal is covered and they can focus on the work of getting 
teens housed, connected with service providers, or making 
sure they are safe for the night. 

Kitchen work is difficult and dirty work. But Betty is always 
willing to jump in and_ help out with the least desirable tasks , 
shifting the spotlight and often the thanks from herself to 
others. Her commitment is driven only by a will to serve 
'those who are often left on the fringe. 

"Once I started, I really saw the need," she says of her 
years of service. "I saw how many people they feed and I 
saw how many teens they had at the Teen Center, and it just 
pulls at my heartstrings that so many people are in need of 
services. We're all one step away, one breath away, from our 
life changing." 

"They come in and they're hunqry they're 
cold, they're wet, and they jusf want a 
place to sit down, :3et warm and have a 
cup ~ c~-Fee." 
"Every once in a while on a Saturday, I'll say to myself, 'Oh, I 
don't feel like getting out of bed.' And then I think, 'You know, 
if I were sleeping out on the street, I'd sure want someone to 
be there to offer me a cup of coffee.'" 



WHETHER IT'S A BAG OF GROCERIES, A $5 BILL, YOUR \1/0IC , OR 
PORTION OF AN ESTATE, YOUR GIFTS ARE VITAL TO OUR (1) 

BY VOLUNTEERING 
SOUP KITCHENS : Cook, serve, and clean up at three meals a day. 

FOOD PANTRY: Sort and distribute emergency groceries 

on Thursdays . 

CLOTHING CLOSET: Help sort clothing donations. 

O FFI CE SU PPORT: Help in the offices with filing. phones. and 

mailings on a one-t ime or ongoing basis. 

PROGRAM SUPPORT: Lead enrichment activities or help with 

community meals, art groups. game nights. events. etc. 

WITH IN-KIND DONATIONS 
FOOD: Coffee. tea. cereal. juice, cooking oil. rice. pasta. sa lad 
dressing, beans, soup. tuna, canned tomatoes, and spaghetti sauce. 

CLOTH I NG : (for men, women, and teens). Year round: New under­

wear, jeans, boots. sneakers, socks. and hooded sweatshirts. Winter: 

Jackets, hats, gloves (large and durable), and thermal underwear. 

SHELTER ESSENTIALS : Towels, backpacks, duffle bags, and 

laundry detergent. 

PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS : Deodorant, razors. 

shaving cream, soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, 
and sunscreen. 

TEEN N EEDS: Sports equipment <footballs, basketballs , soccer 

balls, frisbeesl, art supplies, movie tickets, bus tickets. 

GROUP SUPPLIES : Playing cards, art and craft supplies, Scrabble, 
chess, checkers, date books, ESL books , knitting needles. yarn, books 
and magazines. 

WITH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
CASH , CHECKS , OR CREDIT CARDS. 
STOCKS OR SECURITIES . 

FUNDRAISERS : Proceeds from concerts, house parties, bottle drives. 

empty bowl dinners, casual dress days-at your church, school, business, 

neighborhood-will help. 

TRI BUTE GIFTS: Honor a speciaffriend or family member. Sending a 

tribute card to someone will make your congratulations, love. or sympathy 

more meaningful. When you make a donation to Preble Street . we can send 

a card announcing your gift. 

PLANNED GIFTS . Talk to your financial advisor about methods you 

can use that can provide tax benefits. meet your financial needs. fulfill your 
charitable intentions, and further our mission. We will be happy to work with 
your estate planning professional. 

ADVOCATE 
CALL OR WRITE YOUR LEGISLATORS : Ask them to support solu­

tions to homelessness. hunger. and poverty and support for our most 

vulnerable neighbors. 

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 

TALK TO FAMILY OR FRIENDS. Help to change the conversation. 

Siqi up ~or- Pr-eble S+r-eet Advocacy Aleris. 
Gro to pr-ebles+r-ee+.com and click 11Siqi up ~or­
E-News11 to 9et updates on how you can make 
a d~~er-ence. 

Ever-y hour- and ever-y dollar- that you invest helps those most in need. 

You can donate in person , by mail, or online: 38 Preble Street, Portland, Maine 04101, or preblestreet.org. 

For more information, call 775.0026 or e-mail info@preblestreet.org. 
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Time to meet?- leslier@maine.edu - University of Maine System Mail 

Time to meet? 

Elizabeth Szatkowski 

to me 

Hello Leslie, 

lnbox x 

Click here to 

More 

How are you doing? I would like to get together soon . When are you available? 
I heard about Sandy' project of collecting the history of the School of Social Work. I v. 
years I was there. He was such a strong mentor for each of us though we had differer 

I am sending you healing energy and lots of love. 
Elizabeth 

Opportumty 
C)OAlliance 

Elizabeth Szatkowski , LCSW 
Director, Community Support Services 
510 Cumberland Ave, Portland, ME 04101 

elizabeth.szatkowski@opportunityalliance.org 
http://www.opportunityall iance. org 
Like us on facebook! 

program 207-842-3630 
direct 207-27 4-3564 
toll free 1-877 -429-6884 
fax 207-842-3634 

Building better lives and stronger communities for 5 0 years. 
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